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Persecution of Russian Anarchists.
AN APPEAL TO INTERNATIONAL LABOUR.
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The Anarchist movement has now at its command opportunities 
of which, only a year or two ago, its greatest optimists would not 
have dared to dream. Everything is working for it. Everywhere 
the economic chaos deepens and broadens. Everywhere the efforts 
of Governments to restore order to a society based on the disorderly 
come more and more disastrously to grief; and everywhere the 
masses, whipped by the agony of their suffering into that awakening 
we have been labouring for so long, begin to understand. The old 
credulities are dying. The worn-out faiths are tottering into their 
graves. Few are those who still believe in the would-be redeemers 
they trusted in the past so blindly. Instinctively they know, at 
last, that in their own hands alone salvation lies.

A great movement of revolt is now impending. The dam cannot 
hold much longer, and it will break because the masses are weary of 
propping up its rotten timbers. They want it to break. They want 
the flood of their all-righteous discontent to have full vent; and with 
those who seek to divert it into channels wherein its energies will be 
wasted their patience is exhausted. They are sick of the politician 
and his lies. It is impossible for them to have any confidence in 
those who trim their sales to every wind, and are all things to all 
men, that they may catch the vote. Such people give the masses 
only empty words, and to-day the masses know it.

This, as we see it, is the core of a situation which has developed 
with unparalleled rapidity because events of unparalleled magnitude 
have forced its growth. We try, above all things, not to deceive 
ourselves, but we try also to look below the surface and gauge those 
underlying currents which are always the deciding force. We feel 
very certain that things cannot hold together much longer; that, at 
a date which cannot be far distant, the masses will have to assert 
themselves, and that this great crisis we must be preparing ourselves 
to meet. We shall have no choice. Either we shall get the masses 
on our side, and triumph with them, or they will crush us out of 
existence as an impotent minority and history will bury us out of 
sight.

We think this is recognised far more clearly on the Continent 
than it is either here or in the United States. In France, in Italy, 
in Germany, and in Spain, for example, there is great activity in 
Anarchist circles; and there is also a wonderful development of 
clear, uncompromising, vigorous thought. There it is understood 
distinctly that the Anarchist movement deals with slavery as a 
whole; stands for complete economic freedom, because without that 
nothing can be accomplished; stands also for the abolition of the 
monstrous governmental machinery by which Special Privilege 
maintains its monopoly of opportunity and perpetuates that social 
inequality which is the root of all our ills. It is, we believe, 
accepted frankly that the masses will support us only so far as 
they are convinced that we are working whole-heartedly for the 
complete abolition of the slavish system now crushing them out of 
existence.

Evidently time is growing short, and every one of us should 
now be working as he never worked before. The propaganda must 
be enlarged incalculably, because in a movement of proportions so 
gigantic small efforts produce practically no results. It must be 
clarified, simplified, and concentrated on essentials, because vacilla­
tion and obscurity are always fatal. We must stand firmly on our 
feet, and say, boldly and unwaveringly, that we, at least, are out for 
the whole thing.

For such a propaganda the events of the last four years have
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than the martyred Anarchists of Russia. With their blood they had 
sealed their devotion to the Revolution. By the thousand they had 
died for it in every revolutionary struggle and on numerous fronts. 
Scores of them have been shot by the Whites, and no less of them 
fell by the hand of the irresponsible Tcheka. Now numbers of 
them are languishing in the prisons of the Bolsheviki or slowly dying 
of the dreaded tsinga and hunger in exile in Turkestan or in the 
the frozen Archangelsk regions. No crime can be charged against 
them, no accusation brought, save devotion to the ideals of the 

id their loyalty to the interests of the working masses

It is for their sakes that we wish its flag to be kept 
so flying as that all the world may see it. It is for the sake of 
the Auarchists themselves that we wish them to hold this fort; 
but, above all, it is for the overthrow of human slavery we plead. 
For that no sacrifices can be too great, and only by continuous and 
heroic struggle can a prize so magnificent he won.

workers of Europe and America. None more hounded and tortured, 
none in greater need of tho solidarity of tho international proletariat

A most vital question has of late been agitating the minds of 
the workers—the question whether the Bolshevik Government of 
Russia, and the Communist Party directing it, are still revolutionary 
and inspired by the best interests of the proletariat.

iko naefr. nnininns were divided on thi6 question, no doubt

use is noble, the time urgent. It is the duty of every 
;anisation, every revolutionary Union and Syndicalist 
of all revolutionary organisations in general, to take 
action in this matter. Tho spirit of the Revolution is 

,ou, the needs of revolutionary Labour solidarity demaud

cleared the way; and of all those events the most conspicuous is the 
failure of the innumerable Socialistic compromises which have 
sought—how foolishly! how insanely!—to free the masses by 
strengthening the very governmental machinery that holds them 
enslaved. That failure must be acknowledged frankly, and from 
alliance with a stupidity so weakening we must emancipate our­
selves, once and for all.

We have endeavoured to explain, as simply as possible, what 
Freedom believes in and what Freedom stands for. As a paper it 
is a small affair, but as a rallying-point for great forces now in the 
making its importance should be immense. For the moment it 
faces single-handed a world of foes who, in a near to-morrow, when 
they come to understand themselves, will be its ardent and unflinch­
ing friends.
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persecuted revolutionists have greater claim upon, or 
the aid of the workers of the world. Other Socialist 
depend upon the help of liberal and reformist political 

le of Russia. Thus the protest of the liberal public 
Europe has saved the lives of the arrested Social 

3 in Russia, and forced the Bolsheviki to stay their 
and and bring the accused before a public tribunal, 
irchists, Anarcho-Syndicalists, and other Left Wing 
are never given even that modicum of justice. They 

al, and are frequently shot without any charges brought 

lation with regard to our comrades in Russia has 
int that demands the most prompt and energetic action 
.sed labour of the world. Only the workers possess the 
;e the Bolsheviki to change their tactics with regard to 
t and Anarcho-Syndicalist movement of Russia. Most 
fliists and Anarcho-Syndicalists are in prison or exile 
y a few days ago word reached us of new arrests of our 
Petrograd and Moscow.
iut framed-up charges, irresponsible accusations of 

have been brought against our comrades arrested long
j Askaroff, Olga Taratuta, A. Baron, or the murdered 

and others. Just so it may be expected that similar 
will be manufactured against the newly arrested com- 

g whom are such tried revolutionists as Rubinchik, of 
Truda”; Kolabushkin, upon whom for years rested the 
y of supplying Petrograd with fuel; Nikitin, his assistant, 
ar of others.
le evident intention of the Bolshevik Government to 
the last vestige of revolutionary thought and effort in 
it is up to the workers of the world to cry “ Halt! ” to 
work.

tional Labour has the power to accomplish its will. The 
Party of Russia, and with it the Communist parties of 
untries, are clamouring for the United Front of Labour. 
let them give the first proof of their sincerity by ceasing 
ution of revolutionary Syndicalism within Russia! The 
i seek the co-operation of the revolutionary Syndicalists 
nd America. Let the first and sine qua non condition of 
ration he the immediate Liberation of all Revolutionary 
risoners under the Bolshevik regime. Shame upon a 
revolutionary ” Government whose prisons are filled with 
d labour prisoners, and that at a time when civil war is 
d when the Government is making peace with Capitalism 
rgeoisie.
•s of the world, let your motto toward Russia be: 
mediate and unconditional, for all Revolutionary Political

links in the chain of Bolshevik reaction that is being wound ever 
tighter around tho bleeding body of the betrayed Russian Revolution 
and the people. But most barbaric of all is tho persecution of 
Anarchist thought and ideas in Bolshevik Russia. Indeed, with 
reason : for Anarchists, us tho most uncompromising revolutionists 
and staunchest defenders of tho revolutionary ideals and aims, are 
the most dangerous enemies of Bolshevik tyranny and tho greatest 
handicap to its reactionary work.

From tho dungeons of the Toheka, from tho prisons and jails of 
Bolshevik Russia, tho cry of our comrades for help is sent to the

The present financial position of 

seriously endangered. We owe a’ great deal of mVn^TTour 
printers, and have borrowed money from comrades to publish the 
current issue. We must have £50 at once, otherwise we cannot 
guarantee another issue of the paper. We appeal to you to help 
in saving Freedom, the only English Anarchist paper. If it had 
to cease publication it would have a disastrous effect on the future 
of the English-speaking Anarchist movement, and would give 
pleasure to our enemies. Send us immediately whatever you can 
spare, however little it may be; and let us know if yon can 
promise a definite sum monthly in future. Address letters aud 
make money and postal orders payable, to—Manager, Freedom 
Press, 127 Ossulston Street, London, N.W. 1.

and Friends,
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it of you.

With a view to effective co-operative effort, wo submit tho 
following suggestions for the consideration of every organisation :

1. J Release ll’cafc to be organised and carried out in every 
country, during which week public meetings are to be held and 
resolutions passed demanding tho liberation by the Bolshevik 
Government of all revolutionary political and labour prisoners.

2. Copies of the Resolutions to be forwarded to tho chief Russian 
representatives, trade and political, in the given city and 
country. Copy of resolutions also to be sent to the local 
Communist branch, and to tho International Secretary of the

Le Reveil publishes the following,
Genoa, a Socialist-Bolshevist paper :—

“ Tchitcherin is preparing to leave. This evening or to-morrow 
morning he will start for Moscow, by Milan and Brenner. It seems 
that the proposed visit to Rome has been abandoned definitely, for 
reasons unknown. Before leaving Genoa Tchitcherin desired to pay 
the authorities farewell calls. He has been to the Prefecture, to the 
Town Hall, and to the other public offices, and at all he has expressed 
his satisfaction with the reception accorded him and the special con­
sideration he has received. Yesterday, at the Eden Palace, he 
expressed his special gratitude to the heads of the police service. 
There were present at the reception Commissioner of Police Silvestri, 
Vice-Commissioner Orsini, the chief of the Commission’s cabinet. 
Advocate Romano, Delegate Cilento, and other officials. •

“ Tchitcherin praised the services rendered by the Italian police, 
and particularly those of the guard organised for the protection of 
the Russian mission. He pronounced himself enthusiastic over our 
organisation, and, in conclusion, regretted his inability to decorate 
the chiefs and police officials with a Russian order, inasmuch as the 
only honorary distinction existing in Russia was the Order of the 
Red Flag, and this is reserved for those who fight in defence of 
Russian territory or have accomplished other deeds of valour. How­
ever, he made good the lack of decorations by the announcement 
that he would give each a modest souvenir, in the name of the 
Soviet Government. Accordingly he presented Commissioner Silvestri 
with a magnificent cigarette case of solid silver, incrusted with gold 
and rubies, and having engraved on it an affectionate inscription. 
He gave the Vice-Commissioner a cigarette case of solid silver, and 
made similar presents to the chief of the cabinet, to Delegate Cilento, 
and to the Commissioner of Safety, de Bordighera, who had in 
charge the watching over the Hotel Imperial, at Rapallo.

“ The officials greatly appreciated thegiftsand thanked Fchitcherin 
for his courteous remarks and eulogies of the Italian police—especially 
the Genoese safety branch. Refreshments were served and the cere­
mony ended. Besides the cigarette cases Tchitcherin gave each a 
large photograph, with an inscription and autograph. In addition 
to the inscriptions, all the photographs have on them the Soviet 
arms—a hammer and sickle crossed—with the motto, ‘ Soviet Federal 
Socialist Republic.’

“ A gold cigarette case was sent by Tchitcherin to the acting 
commissioner of police in Rome, Commander Secchi, who was chief 
of police services throughout the Conference. Another silver cigar­
ette case was sent to tho vice-commissioner of Naples, Commander 
Caggiano. Four cigarette cases of solid gold, incrusted with brilliants 
and diamonds, were presented to four great Italian personages, one 
of them going to the Marquis de Nobili, of the Italian delegation, 
who acted as liaison officer between it and tho Russian mission. To 
whom the other three precious cigarette cases went wo liavo not 
been able to learn.

“Tchitcherin also gave all the police who acted as his constant 
escort his photograph and autograph."

We have always maintained that all Governments were birds of 
the same feather. But with what evident gusto this Sociulist- 
Bolshevist journal chronicles those lordly proceedings!
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