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THE REVOLT OF LABOR.

Mirutoxs of workers of all trades and nationalities are coming together
the afternoon of the Tirst of May, in all the industrial centres of
Europe and America, to assert their strength, their solidarity, their
firm decision to throw off the yoke of Capital, before the face of Capital
itself and of its true and vile servants—the Governments.

Hope grows in the hearts of the oppressed at the sight of their com-
bined forces—the hope of seeing, at last, the day when Freedom and
Equality will no longer be vain words, used to conceal from the workers
the fact that they are slaves.

But whence does this great movement come? How has it grown ?
What is its real meaning ¢ 'What does it promise us in the future 2

Tt was born in the very hearts of the working classes themselves.
Notwithstanding the efforts of politicians to keep 1t within the smooth
channels of legality, it continually bursts these artificial walls and becomes
an open revolt against the oppressors. And, from revolt to revolt, it
marches, not towards a mere improvement in the method of capitalist
exploitation, but towardsithe overthrow of the whole system of the en-
richment of the few by the misery, starvation and slavery of the many.

The Socialist'propaganda which has been carried on for the last twen-
ty years all over the world, has not been in vain. The Socialist idea
has made its way. The impossibility of continuing under the present
capitalist mismanagement of industry and trade has become more and
move evident to the workers’ minds. They have begun to understand
and to assert their right to all the wealth which their fathers have
produced and they themselves are producing with their own hands.
They are beginning to realise that what exists now will not last for ever;
that they must and caxN break the chains rivetted on them by the past
and go forwards towards a new era of Freedom, Hquality and Mutual
Support ; that upon their own energies and self-reliance depends their
liberation, nay, the very future of civilization.

While polititians have been endeavouring to reduce the Labour move-
ment and Socialism itself to the narrowest possible limits, a wider

conception of what they owe to themselves has grown up among the
labouring classes.

A new idea has taken possession of their minds:—

“To begin a war against Capital on a grand scale,—mnot in Parlia-
ment but in the very stronghold of capitalism, the workshop, the mine,
the manufactory ;

* To make this struggle more resolute than labour wars have ever
been before ; and to resist Capital by force, whenever it appeals to force ;

“ To fight to the death against those workers who would betray their
own cauge and give support to the oppressors ;

“ To make strikes into a formidable weapon; to render them general,
national and international, in order to hit the present system hard,
and force its supporters to capitulate by an unceasing war ;

“ And to prepare for these great struggles and awake solidarity and
self-reliance among the workers by means of great demonstations on

_.tha]First of May, a holiday taken for themselves by the workers of the
< world.”?

This idea was not born in one single head. This plan of campaign
has been slowly elaborated by the workers themselves, beside the blast
furnace, in the depths of the mine, amid the rattling of the engine and
the loom. ;

It was proclaimed for the first time at Chicago on the First of May,
1886, when a general strike was planned for that date, and it is only
fair to recognize that the first Anarchist victims who expiated their
hatred of Capitalist oppression on the scaffold fell for having attempted
to give to that strike a vigor and seriousness which would have dealt a
decided blow at Capitalism. '

The awakening of the masses which was shown by the first May day
demonstration in Europe, five years ago, filled the middle classes with
terror.  Everyone remembers how eagerly telegrams were expected on
that day in middle-class clubs, and what was their relief on learning that
the terrible movement had passed without the Social Revolution being
proclaimed in any city of Europe.

To crush the movement in blood was simply impossible : it would have
meant the massacre of women and children in the streets, and the rous-
ing in the workers’ hearts of a hatred which no later concessions
could eradicate. The middle classes had simply to accept it and to try
to divert it into safer channels.

And every means has been tried to divest the movement of its original
character : to prevent it from being a holiday taken by the workers, not
conceded by the Capitalists, a one day’s general strike ; to limit the de-
mands of the workers to an eight hours’ labor day; and, finally, to deprive
the movement of its very meaning of open war against capitalist rule by

making it a simple demonstration in favor of labor legislation.

Thus the original meaning of the First of May demonstration has been
lost.

But the Labor Movement has not lost its meaning. = A revolt of La-
bor it was at the outset : a revolt of labor it still remains.

The two years, 1892 and 1893, have been an uninterrupted succession
of Labor revolts.

In 1892 there were the Unemployed riots in Berlin, Hanover, Leipzig
Vienna etc. ; starving masses marching to the palaces and loudly claim-
ing the work which society denied them while it sent them lead instead
of bread.

Then came the great strikes of the dock-laborers in Australia, the
coal-porters in London, the ship-builders in the North, and those ter-
rible strikes of the miners in Durham and the weavers in Yorkshire,
during which so many producers of the immense wealth of this country
had to live through a famine almost as bad as the famine among the
subjects of the Russian Tzar.

The summer brought with it the labor revolts at the Carnegie works
in America, during which the exasperated workers burned and destroyed,
and killed Pinkerton hirelings who, a few weeks before, had shot down
the Tennessee miners.

All these outbreaks in the course of one single year! How different
it was from the “good old times,” when the workers died from starvation
during their strikes and silently buried their children and wives, with-
oub ever making the world speak of their sufferings by any daring deed
of revolt.

On the approach of the First of May, 1893, Belgium was ablaze.
Miners, weavers, iron workers left their treadmills, loudly proclaiming
the general strike and the end of capitalist rule. The threatened in-
surrection was quenched in bloodshed and a rain of arrests, after poli-
ticians had succeeded in substituting a miserable political program, never
carried out to this day, for the grand aims which animated the workers
at the outset.

All the summer through the rebellion of labor never ceased, and
everywhere it assumed an unexpectedly serious character.

The strike as Hull was not a simple “War with folded hands”. At
Paris a mere students’ riot became the signal for a serious labor strug-
gle, and on both occasions a general strike of all workers in every trade
was on all men’s lips.

A month later, in August, a wave of labor revolts swept over Europe.
From Bohemia, where it assumed a most serious character, it spread to
Vienna, and thence to Italy, where a mere cab-drivers’ strike resulted
in a popular insurrection during which palaces were looted, food freely
taken by the people from the shops, and bourgeois “ ORDER,” only
restored by grapeshot ; while on August 30th., a sudden rising of the
Unemployed nearly swept away the buildings of the World’s Fair in a
terrible conflagration.

Then came the great strike and labour riots in Wales and Yorkshire,
during which England saw half a million of people reduced to absolute
starvation, simply that the coal-owners’ association might sell stocks of
worthless coal at high prices. One of the worst crimes ever committed
by Capital throughout its bloody history of crime.

By the end of the year, Sicily was in revolt; the peasant masses,
organised into labor unions, rising in arms to re-take possession of the
land, and to get rid of the unbearable oppression of the {landlords.
These Sicilian riots were accompanied by an outbreak at Massa Carrara,
and followed, during the present year, by serious agrarian disturbances
in Hungary, strikes in Poland and Austria, and an attempt on the pait
of the starving Spanish peasants to possess themselves of the soil upon
which the landlords refuse to allow them to work.

And now, while the mining districts of the United States are convul-
sed by a tremendous strike, the labour war is taking a quite new depar-
ture. Armies of Unemployed are marching in columns through the
American Continent, towards the capital where the rich are enjoying
the fruits of spoliation under the protection of the bayonets of the States,

But these partial revolts are merely the forerunners of the great up-
heaval to come.

How many more labour wars, surpassing all previous ones in extent,
in determination and in bitterness are now preparing under the surface,
not to mention the continual recurrence of individual acts of revcli,
the bitter outery of the downtrodden, outraged humanity of the indivi-
dual, who, whether alone or followed by the erowd, whether blessed or
cursed by it, is driven to revolt single-handed against a society based
upon the cruelest injustice.

Such is the great movement which is now going on in the civilized
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world. No false promises, no po]it.ical intrigues,
threats can stop it. Hvery day 1t spI’B_adS, every
in the masses the hope of final liberation. Lo

The only fatal enemy of such a movement 18 the want of self-re ];33
among the workers themselves, their cluldls.h confidence in those who
have hitherto so shamelessly starved and n':usrulec} them, in those who
now are ready to come forward with promises which no man can keep.

The strength of the labor movement has hitherto been not in the po-
litical or socialist parties riding upon its glant waves, like the fly upon
the coach wheel, but in the growing desire of the masses themselves to be
rid of present conditions, in the increasing Solidarity among fmlll‘ those
who produce weualth by the work of their own hands, in the spirit of re-
volt which is so manifest in all the labor wars of the last few years.

By this spirit, not by any political trickeries the workers will win the
day. This is their only, their invincible force. _ ;
When the millions who come together on the first of May shall shou
with one accord that they have decided, on the morrow, not to stay a;{n
the workshop after eight hours’ work there, and are d’ebermme‘ad to take
their five oclock tea at home—the eight hours’ day will be an
accomplished fact, whether it has or has not the benediction of parlia-

ments and kings.

The will of the workers will be law. f :

And when they assert that they consider that all the productum: o
the country and all its exchanges ought to be mjmnaged by the pl'?du;urs
themselves, in the interests of the whole nation, and not of the t;lw
only—their will again will be law, whether liked or not by those w. ?
too long have feasted upon the misery and the degradation of 'E.he pooxd.

Workers. know your strength. ~Stand firm by the grand idea an
Vietory will be yours !

London, May-Day, 1804.

no corruption, no

day springs higher

A Clouded Morning.

Who hath not seen a day that opened bright,
Whose skies at morning flamed with phantom gold—
Who hath not seen such dawn wax dim and cold,

As backward hasting to its parent night !

Yet not the less, thongh hidden now from sight,
The faithful sun through heaven his chariot rolled,
Nor failed his station in the south to hold

When the noon hour was stricken forth aright.

Say then, when some high-shining hope thou seest
Obscured by apathy and marred by hate,
The promise of its dawn well-nigh disproving,
i These are as elouds that veil a radiant Kast,
And still is Truth to its neon-triumph moving,
Borne on the fiery car of steadfast Fate.’ By

A Few Reasons Why VYou Should
become an Anarchist.

As crvey By ONE oF THE UNEMPLOYED.

1st, Bscause you are nobt the last of your race, and must remember
that after you are gone little children will coms into this world, and if
you have any feeling at all yon will strive to alter the conditions under
which you have had to live, so that when they come they will not have
to go through the same misery and toil that you have.

2nd, Bascause, under present conditions, you are a slave to a class,
just as much as the chattel slave wasin olden timss, with the difference
that you have the privilege of choosing who shall be your master, but
by becoming an Anarchist you pledge yourself to alter this and strive
for Freedom.

3rd, Because, as things are constituted to-day, you are robbed by
the capitalists and landlords of two-thirds of the produce of your labor,
and by allowing this to go on without a word of complaint or revolting
against it you become an accessory to the act and thereby sanction it ;
when, by becoming an Anarahist, you proclaim yourself an enemy to
this barefaced robbery and pledge yourself to help to alter it.

4th, Because it is against nature that a few men should arrogate to
themselves the right to say how the rest of the community should aect,
and by dabbling in polities you uphold the absurdity that a few men can
direct nature in the way it should go.

5th, Because by upholding the present system of society you acknow-
ledge the right of one man to rob another.

6th, Because, if you do not make an effort to alter existing conditions,
you again acknowledge that it is right that a comparatively few indi-
viduals shall have all the luxuries and pleasures of this world for doing
nothing, and that the millions who produce all shall have only a bare
existence in return for their labor,

Tth, Because, on the streets of London alone, there are 90,000
women who have to sell their bodies to drag out a terrible existence,
and by allowing this to go on without a word of complaint or an effort
to alter it, you know not how soon your own sister may be forced to do
likewise. '

8th, Because something like 40,000 children go to school every
morning without any breakfast, and it is your duty as a father to see
that this is altered. ;

3th, Because, in London alone, there have been this winter 100,000
men forced, through no fault of their own, to be unemployed, with the
spectre of starvation staring them in the face, and you know not how

soon your turn may come to be onein their ranks.
10th, Because it is impossible to alter these conditions by Parliamen-
tary means. LR
11th, Because one out of every five of the working class die in the
workhouse or lunatic asylum, and it is your duty as a man to strive to
alter this abominable state of things.
12th, Because Liberty, Equality ard Fraternity are the grandest
ideal ever evolved in man’s mind, and by becoming an Anarchiss
you pledge yourself to strive and work for the attainment of this.
‘When it is accomplished, misery and poverty, squalor and degradation,
will be things of the past; little children will not have to go to school
hungry ; women will not have to sell their bodies to drag out a terrible
existence ; 100,000 men will not be walking about London unemployed
and starving. No; but all will be free to work and play, when there
shall be no idlers and no slaves, when all shall enjoy the full fruits of
their own labor, with no tyrant there to gainsay them. These, friends,
are a few reasons why you should become Anarchists, and in the
words of our Comrade Shelley—
¢¢ Rise, like lions after slumber,
In unvanquishable number !
Shake your chains to earth, like dew
Which in sleep had fallen on you !
Ye are many—they are few !’
Hurrah for Anarchy and TFreedom! /
T. TYLER,

Socialism, its Growth & Outcome.®

Mucn might have been hoped from such a book. The work of two
such writers might have become, one would have thought, a standard
authority in which Socialists of every degree might feel a common
pride ; at lowest it might have served as a text book to which the sym-
pathetic enguirer or the critical enemy might have been safely referred,
in order to save the time now so often wasted on explanations and
repebitions. Twe courses were open to the authors: they might have
treated their subject as a piece of scientific history, an expansion on
international lines of Hyndman’s ¢ Basis of Socialism in England; or
they might have given an account of the creed and chjeets common to
all Socialists, with further chapters on the differences existing between
the varions schools. To some extent they have tried to follow both
roads, but it cannot be said that the result is satisfactory on the whole,
The critical enemy of Socialism will point with scorn to the slip-shed
generalities and distorted facts presented as science ; and the sympathetic
enquirer is only too likely to depart confused and chilled from the
review of BSocialist doctrines and Socialist hopes contained in the con-
cluding chapters. The personal bias of the two writers has been foo
violent and opposed, not only for” the scientific temper, but for co-
operation in a work which above all things demanded clearness.

Much the greater part of the book professes to be historie, and is
mostly made up of wide and rapid generalisations, any one of which it
would take a real student almost a lifetime to establish. Generalisations
have their place in history, but it is certain that the more a historian
knows of his subjeet, the less inclined will he be to construct them,
And for the reader, the detection of the smallest mistakes in the facts
from which these wide inductions are supposed to be drawn, arouses
a suspicion which makes the whole process of the argument useless.
Unfortunately the writers have not taken the trouble to avoid the most
trivial mistakes in their history : for instance, when they airily talk of
“ the revolution which bears the names of Solon and Kleisthenes,” who
would suppose that Solon had been dead some 50 years when Kleisthenes
introduced his Laws, and that these Laws were in fact an extrems
revolution against the plutoeratic constitution of Solon, and were recog-
nised as such by the Athenians themselves? Again, almost on the
next page we have the statement that “ the confederations of the [Greek]
cities had no tendency to consolidate into empires.” But the writers
cannot be ignorant that the consolidation of the confederacy of Delos
into the Athenian empire was the cause of the brief magnificence and
ultimate ruin of Athens, What a provincial air, again, is given to the
next page, where Rome is called * the most historically important of
the native Italian cities!” Tt is as though a country cousin wrote of
London as the largest town in Middlesex. Or, when later on it is said
that Charles V. “fell into possession of Spain by marriage,” the inno-
cent reader would hardly suppose that Charles was in fact the natural
heir to Spain through his mother Crazy Joan, though, if one chose to
write the slovenly English in which almost every page of the hook
abounds, one might say that he © fell into possession” of Portugal by
marriage,

More serious is the perversity with which, to suit their private ends,
the authors distort the truth in their account of the laiger movements
and forces of history. Their treatment of Christianity and its influence
is a good instance of this. One of them appears to cherish a pet little
theory of his own about ‘- the individualistic ethics of early Christianity,”
forgetiing that the early Christians were at least practical Communists,
and that the Christian Church was for many centuries a remarkable
example of fellowship and solidarity. The other, asis well known,
holds a brief for those dear old Middle Ages, when everything was so
nice and artistic; but yet the art was certainly Christian, and the
people from whom it is said to have sprung were Christian too. Between
them, therefore, the authors naturally become involved in a series of
contradictions and perversions very puzzling to the humble student.

* ¢ Socialism, its Growth and Outeome.”’ By William Morris and E. Belfort
Bax. (London: Swan Sonnenschein & Co.)
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Though Christianity is condemned as a conscious agent of capitalism’
the Middle Ages are held up as a golden time, partly because }}a.rdly
any examples of bad costume are found before the T_udor pe:_cmd —for
the writer ignores the horned eaps, the cushioned hair, the high-peaked
shoes, and all the other frippery of the medizwval rag-shop—and partly
because “men do not suffer from the lack of comforts which t_hey can-
not even conceive "—always the standing argument of the rich when
they make light of the misery of the poor. There have been _other esti-
mates formed of those Middle Ages. Tyndal, when summing up the
causes that checked for nearly two millenniums the victorious advance
of science, says that the spirit of that time was “a menial one.”  * The
seekers after natural knowledge had forsaken the fountain of living
waters, the direct appeal to nature by observation and experiment, and
given themselves up to the remanipulation of the notions of their pre-
decessors. Tt was a timewhen thought had becomeabject, and when the ac-
ceptance of mere authority led, as it always does in science, to inte}lectflal
death.” (The Belfast Address,p.147) Moreover, in the book under review
not a word is said of the persecution of ideas as such under the medizeval
system, and hardly a word of the fine outburst for freedom which came
with the Renaissance, and was justified by the art and wisdom 'o_f the
sixteenth century. As to the Reformation, which was itself a criticism
of authority, a movement towards free expansion, these writers can see
nothing in it but a return to *individualistic ethics ” and a deliberate
preparation for the commercial age. The same crabbed and ungenerous
perversity attends them in their cutlook upon the present. Lock where
they will, they can find nothing but the meanest motives in all the
efforts of poor mankind towards improvement. Not only do they
describe all existing institutions as rotten, but as merely
intentional agencies of remorseless greed.  Really, if pe'or_)le
are so bad as all this, we can see no reason why we should go on living
and hoping at all—or these writers either. It would be absurd to talk
of realising the shadow of an ideal if we have nothing but scoundrels to
act with, And yet the authors venture to describe an ideal in their
last chapter, and with much of it we should agree— especially its deter-
mined decentralisation. They deprecate criticism, but when they tell
us that in their future State music and architecture will form the most
serious occupation of the greatest mumber of people, we cannot but
smile at the persistency with which a dilettante astheticism still hangs
about Social Democratic ideas, and we would ask whether under such
conditions these two arts themselves would mnot become poor stuff at
best, degenerating, to use the phraseclogy of the writers, fl:om
“adjective arts” into “substantive arts” to their own desiruction.
The unsatisfactoriness of this book is no doubt largely owing to the
expectations that had naturally been engendered by the names of the
authors. There are many redeeming passsages, as for instance pp. 21-
23, wherein our present mechanical law and system of justice with their
false bearing upon wealth, recognised solely in the form of property,
are tersely and clearly exposed:

After all Socinlism has become such a mighty subject it would be
difficult to write an adequate history of it in such a circumscribed space.

c

The Professor and the Pall Mall.

From a Fabian Anarchist Correspondent.

THERE is only one word for it—delicious. Iam referring to an article
on the 26th of April in the Pall Mall Gazette by Professor Goldwin
Smith. Tt forms one of a series of articles by the same learned gentle-
man on ‘‘The Political Necessity . This particular outpouring of
wisdom is headed “ II. The Crisis”, and is worth a whole year’s sub-
scription to Punch. 1t depiets the Professor in the character of a
modern Jeremiah, a part, I believe, he is somewhat given to playing.
But, influenced by an artistic sense of the value of contrast, the article
is not all lamentation. It has light as well as shade, and leads oft' with
the comforting assurance that nobody doubts ** that there is plenty of
life and hope in the country”. But alas! that this life should be seo
misspent, and this hope anchored on such ungodly foundations! For
we are shortly afterwards told, with a beauty and felicity of phrase more
becoming a poet than a professor; of “ the general unrest which has set
rolling a tidal wave of Socialism with Anarchism as the foam on its
crest.”  This is encouraging ; but Professor Smith, dazed presumably
by contemplation of his own loveliness of diction, promptly goes astray,
and commits his reputation to the statement that ¢ Socecialism would
give us a government more absolute and more searching in its despotism
than any which the world has ever seen ”. That is the worst of being
a professor : professorial duties leave a man no time to go out into the

world, and see things as they are ; otherwise we should not be afforded

this melancholy spectacle of a learned man making a fulsome ass of

himself, and Mr. Smith might have got acquainted with the fact that

Socialism does not imply coercion, that it is not even necessarily a re-

production of Bellamy’s imaginative mind, nor the apotheosis of

McDougallism, The Professor’s own metaphor should have taught

him better ; for if Anarchism be the “foam on the crest” of Socialism

and also (as the Professor rightly states) the seeking after the abolition

of all Government, how can Socialism be in diametrical opposition to it ¢

The foam on the crest of a wave does not consist of half bricks; else

were the metaphorical ways of Mr. Smith justified. The foam is com-

posed of the same matter ag the liquid of which it is the crest ; and

Mr. 8mith may take his choice of standing convicted of ome out of

three errors. Either the metaphor is wrong, or his definition of An-

archism, or his definition of Socialism. And if he will only bring his

intellect to an intelligent study of the principles of Anarchist Com-
munism he will not hesitate to plead guilty to thelast error. And then
perhaps he will be still more amazed at the lgappinesa of his own Ilan-
guage, and will perceive that Anarchism is indeed the final beautiful
form which is destined to rise triumphant to the surtace of the troubled
waters of the Social Revolution. There is hope, even for a professor.

But the good things in the Pall Mall effusion are by no means
exhausted yet. The article fairly bristles with them. Let me select one
or two at hazard. What do you think of this, reader, for a rather fine

specimen :— :

““ He [i.e. the Socialist of the factory] cannot be expected to foresee that when
one set of rich men has been despoiled there will be no more to despoil, or te
forecast what will then ensue.”’ 4

The special quality of this sentence is its vagueness. Does the Pro-
fessor mean that, in his view, the Socialist of the factory (whoever
exactly he may be)is such a short-sighted idiot that when he has
despoiled one set of robbers—say the landlords—he will not be able te
see that other gangs still remain to be dealt with? Or does he mean
that the said factory Socialist is too cute to be hood-winked when he
is half-way to the goal? Or—well, what does he mean, any way?

Another gem which I have dug up from this mine of wisdom scintil-
ates in this manner:—

““ This country is becoming over-peopled, while nobody thinks of moderating
the increase of population, or relieving it by emigration.”’

Really, Professor! And a family man too! As to emigration, could
not we emigrate some of those over-populated deer-forests in Scotland,
and give the people a chance ?

Then the Professor calls for ‘“an effort on the part of statesmen to
let go some anchor that will not be dragged as the House of Lords is,
but will hold.” What is that anchor, T wonder. It is a pity people
will be so metaphorieal ; if they would only descend to our gross level
of conception and speak plainly, we might be able to understand them,
and get to learn something of this undeveloped force which is potent to
hold the people down in slavery for generations after institutions like
House of Lord have done their woist,——and failed. Perhgpsitisa new
religion. Scme religions can do a lot towards quenching the passicn
for joyous freedom in human heaxts. The Gospel according to Smith
would be interesting, any way, if not particularly cenvineing. The
Professor has some such idea in his mind, for in an earlier part of this
precious document he informs us that “the deepest cause of the dis-
turbance "—to wit, the aforesaid tidal wave of Socialism and Anarchism
—*ig the decay of the religious beliefs which have hitherto sustained
the social frame and reconciled the poor to their present lot.” Thig'is -
spoken in the minor key, and is part of the professor-prophet’s jerem-
iad ; but it reminds one foreibly of another prophet, one Balasm, whe
was called to curse, and blessed instead. The prophet fmith has been
called to bless decaying beliefs, and instead thereof gives us an excellent
reason for cursing them with energy: they have sustained the social
Jrame and reconciled the poor to their present lof. Damn them !

CORRESPONDENCE.

Dear Comrades,—Late events have, through the wilful ‘perversity of the daily
press, made the fight for the spread of Anarchist Communism much more difficult.
And new that the summer is just coming on, our ideas should be spread with
greater energy and more vigor.

It is ideas that we have to spread, and the power of ideas among the people is
incaleulable, our work is to make the unconscious conscious, so that they may
learn to speak the truth, and act against wrong.

Our efforts should be directed towards our Secial Democratic friends ; among
them there exists a splendid field for the growth of our principles. j

1 was informed by a well-known Social Democrat but the other day that, to his
knowledge, there are over 100 Anarchist Communists in the ranks of the 8.D.F.
Now comrades in different parts of London should endeavor to,get into commu-
nication with these comrades, so that groups can be formed, or, if existing in
the district, strengthened ; so that we should all get in closer touch. It has
been the lack of such action that has caused the seed we may have sown in many
cases to grow up for the benefit of the 8. D.F. It is true we do not desire huge
organisations, but it must be admitted that we are obliged to neglect a deal of
work (which would give an impulse to our movement), because of the lack
of nien.  So that the more we have regularly and systematically working among
us the greater the activity, the wider the field we are able to cover, the speedier
the growth of our principles, the greater the hope created within us, the speedier
the break down of the present system.

In conclusion, comrades, we must take advantage of the stir in the public
mind at the present moment, by means of pushing all the literature and papers;
by actively distributing leaflets, so that the time will not be long ere people
generally grasp the truths of Anarchist Communism, and discover the vile mis-
representation we have been subject to in the interest of the ruling gods. Shakes-
peare says all that can be said in this matter—

¢ Fair Flowers that are not gather’d in their prime
Rot and consume themselves in little time.”’

Yours fraternally,
JOSEPH PRESBERG.

SceENE—A  Drawing Room.
Prrsons-—d  Well-to-do  Manchester Exploiter and « Lady bitten with
Anarchism.

Exrrorsr : “ How then, Madam, would you educate the children of
the poor ¢”
Lapy: “As I would my cwn children.”

ExpLOITER (Twrning purple): « Good gracious! Who would do our
dirty work 2"
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NOTES.

Tee First or May ix Hype Parx.

After repeatedly voting at Congresses in favor of making the Ist of
May a Labor Holiday, and after repeatedly celebrating the first Sunday
as a “ practical ” substitute for their decision, the Executive Council of
the 8.D.F. resolved to avail themselves of the example set them by the
Anarchists for the last four years, and to turn out this year on May
Day. But even as they so decided their minds and hearts still elung
to the old feelings of jealousy and bigotry, always so injurious to the
solidarity of labor. For, when they were invited, in a most fraternal
spirit to co-operate with the London Anarchist Communists, they blunt-
1y refused, to the extreme disgust of many honest and right-thinking
members of their own body.

DETECTIVES ASSAULT THE ANARCHISTS AND THE PrEss 1E1Ls Lies.

However, in spite of all obstacles and jealousies, the Anarchists
turned out in the Park, and by the time the 8.D.1. and H.8.8. arrived
two large meetings were already being addressed by our speakers :
- Samuels, Leggett, Mowbray, L. Michel, Turner, Macdonald, Lawrence,

Quinn and Tochatti. While the meetings were going on and the large
audience, mostly strangers, quietly listening with great interest, a num-
bar of Scotland Yard detectives were seen manceuvering about: now
closing together in a cirele to hold a conference; now scattering and
looking round, as if expecting some more to come. After an hour and
a half, groups of roughs, mostly youths of between 14 and 17, appear
on the scene, forming the body-guard of Melville’s gang. A hoot,
a yell, from these youths, jogged on this side and that by the Scotland
Yarders, and the orderly assembly is rudely interrupted; the speakers
are pushed off’ the stools ; another yell, a scuflle, the police and roughs
breaking up a flag ; and the gallants of the * Third Section,” the little
ones in front to protect the bigger sort, hit away at any isolated An-
archist speaker or banner bearer from every side at once. Many com-
rades were badly cut and bruised and the meetings, of course, broken
up. Several by-standers and many members of the 8.D.F. were greatly
incensed at the cowardly brutality of the police, which made evident to
all eye-witnesses an intention to provoke the Anarchists to violent
action in their own defence. The Press, however, on behalf of the
capitalists and police, reported that the people spontaneously attacked
the Anarchists out of hatred to their opinions, and that the police
protected them |  Comments are superfluous,

VErRY QUEER INDEED.

The English “Third Section” are to gain £2,000 for arresting
Meunier and, presumably, getting him extradited. (Daily Chronicle,
April 28.) They are therefore naturally very anxious to finish the job.
But' a defence committee having been formed and an alibi suggested,
the affair hangs fire. Then a young Italisn, one Polti, is most con-
veniently discovered casually walking about the sireets of London with
a bomb in his hand; a most obvious and unmistakable looking bomb,
which he has had made for him at a shop, the proprietor of which of course
communicates with the police. Polti fetches away his bomb in broad day-
light and on the top of an omnibus opens the brown paper parcel to
gaze ab his possession, like a child with a new toy. No sooner is this
promising ycung conspirator taken to.the police station, than he begins
a series of admissions and confessions, especially implicating one Farnara,
who is thereupon arrested and also makes statements abundantly as to
the terrible deeds in contemplation. These include the destruction of
Melville and all his subordinates, but still the public remain cool and
even the press cannot be roused to the usual abuse of Anarchist mis-
creants. For one thing, we English are not very fond of detectives,
especially political ones. Tt is said there is not an Englishman in
Melville’s gang. He has been promoted to the headship of the Scot-
land Yard spy department over this Meunier business, but the extra-
dition is doubtful yet, even though on the day, when Meunier last
appeared in the Court, the *“ Central News” received information that
Farnara and Polti intended to blow up the Stock Exchange. The

two Italians are committed for trial, but the public don’t even yet seem
particularly panic stricken.

Souvn versus Bobpy,

The London workers must by this time be dimly aware of the con-
spiracy among a certain number of those who pretend to guide the
education of their little ones, to render such education as crippling to
the body as it is stunting to the mind. In vain do the minority of fair
minded School Board members, led by the few Soeialists and women on
the Board, protest from time to time against the insanitary condition
of the schools, the lack of room for scholars in crowded districts, the
understafling of the teachers, which renders any honest endeavor to
really educate the children a mockery and delusion. What if schools
are decimated by diphtheria, scarlet and other fevers and our best
teachers break down under the strain of their impossible duties, * we
shall do nothing to increase the rates”, says this majority, which like
many another ¢ compact ” body has ¢ neither a soul to be damned nor
a body to be kicked.” But the third factor in the child — the soul, is
now to receive some extra attention — for what does it profit if we
gain the whole world yet lose our souls! The workers must be duly
grateful that here at least the majority will, at the small cost of a
printed cirveular, do big things, and their children will henceforth he
taught to know their “ proper relation to God the Father . .. God the
Son . . .and God the Holy Ghost .. .", as well as their duty in that
slum of life into which it has pleased God to call them.

How Ir BErGAN.

It may be strange to some how this tender solicitude for the children’s
souls began. According to the official report of the famous religious
controversy in February, a reverend member of the Board, named
Coxhead, about a year ago heard « child of five answering some Biblical
question in a way that made him at once scent Unitarianism in the
teacher. Being asked who was the father of Jesus Christ, he actually ve-
plied “Joseph”! We have so many ismsnow that the greater number of
mankind have learned to assume the virtue toleration even if they have it
not: But Mr. Coxhead is not one of these. He found a ready coad-
jutor in Mr. Athelstan Riley, who, it is said, had his ire aroused by
finding a Board school teacher giving her class a lesson on a wall flower !
Now what do the children of our hewers of wood and drawers of water
wanb to know about flowers 2 So after much working upon the hidden
springs of official and ecclesiastic nature these two Christian gentlemen
have succeeded in sending out to the teachers a circular ordering them
to instruct the children under their care in a belief in the Trinity, and
this despite the unanimous protest of the teachers themselves who see
in the circular nothing iess than an inquisition that will give the self-

constituted defenders of the State-faith a grip upon their means of
livelihood.

Scribes AND PHARISEES S1ILL HEXTANT.

One of the items in this circular for the teachers’ consideration is that
they are to regard man as ““ a responsible being with distinet and de-
finite duties to God, to himself and to his fellowman ”. It is a pity
those dubies were not defined. The duty of the board-school child, who
is to order himself lowly and reverently before his betters, must be
somewhat different from those of his betters, who send him to learn
about the Trinity with an empty stomach, in an ill ventilated room
reeking with sewer gas, and from those of the teacher who has to drub
these mysteries into his aching little head and into eighty or ninety
aching little heads at the same time, receiving for his or her pains a
yearly sum that would not have kept Mr, Riley in those medizevel gowns
he wore gracefully at Oxford years ago and which the undergraduates
used to tear up for him. The circular further states that: ¢ The object
and purpose of all edueation is the formation of habits mental, moral
and religious” ; and then, mark you ! “ it is important to this end that
the character of the child committed to your cave should be studied indi-
vidually so as to correct the defects and encourage and stimulate the
good points in each”. With eighty, ninety and somebtimes over a
hundred in a class we should think the task of making ¢ bricks without
straw ” was a trifle in comparison.

Tacrics oF REericrous Parry. A HiNt 10 PARLIAMENTARISM.

On the day of the great debate, or rather wrangle over the circular,
February 1st, the Board sat from 3 p. m. till midnight. The Rev. Diggle
in the chair, could only get out of it for a five o’clock cup of tea. The
vice-chair, having wisely paired and gone home to dine, took no notice
of Mr. Riley’s telegrams to return and relieve poor Diggle. However
there were retreshments provided in the viece-chairman’s room for
Riley’s rank and file, they entered the board-room at 9.15 p.m. re-
freshed, after, as Stewart Headlam said, “swallowing their oysters
whole like their dogmas”. At 10.15 a member of the starving minority
ventured to bring in some oranges and buns to refresh himself and his
party, whereupon the Rev. and Christian Coxhead rose and asked was
it in order for a member to bring food into the board-room. Chairman
Diggle was understood to ask faintly in veply whether the food was
inside the member ornot. The minority it must be understood were in
favor of Biblical teaching from the Bible, but left the religious inter-
pretation to the discretion of the teachers—the compromise of 71-—but
ag this has been outvoted it is likely that the secularists and parents
will have something to say on the subject presently. Meanwhile we
wish tlfe workers joy of their Christian Schools,

A Pres ror Merey,

Mr. Hopwood, Q.C., Recorder of Liverpool, read a papar for the
Humanitarian League at the Ideal Club, Tottenham Court Road,
April 24th. Tt was a plea for the more merciful treatment of offenders,
whom he regards as the scapegoats of society ; rather an unusual view
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for a magistrate to take. Mr. Hopwood declared that during his forty

ears’ experience he found of the crimes that came before his notice
‘three out of every four were the outeome of want and misery. He had
made it a rule to deal as lightly as possible with the unfortunate wrong-
doersand had had no reason to repent it, for erime had decreased within
his jurisdiction while it remained stationary under severer treatment.
He had seen too often punishments awarded that were more brutal
+han the offence.  In short, he admitbed frankly that our present system
of society could not but produce criminals. Among other speakers
Mrs. Besant added corroborative testimony to this view of the cause of
erime. The Humanitarian League is to be congratulated on having
forced on the attention of a non-revolutionary public such an important
subject as the condition of the eriminal and the origin of hiscrime. It
has published among other pamphlets one on the Criminal Law (“I was
in Prison”, by R. T.), one on Women’s Wages and one on Dangerous
Trades ; thus showing that, although it began by calling attention to the
eruelties practised under the terms sport, science and fashion, it is fully
conscious of the worse horrors perpetrated in the names of justice and
civilisation. The secretary and founder of the League, H. 8. Salt is
well known in socialist and literary ecircles.

Tag “ 81, JAmEs's Gazerrz” ox Justice, Arrin 27TH.

% Is it not about time that some attempt were made to prevent Mr.
Hopwood, Q.C., who fills the office (at a comfortable salary) of Recorder
of Liverpool, from playing the fool with justice any longer? Here is
the newspaper paragraph describing his latest performance :—

¢ Jr Reanny Domsy’t Marren. '—>Mr. C. H. Hopwood, Q.C., Recorder of
Liverpool, ‘had before him yesterday a woman named Elizabeth H. Latimer,
charged with fraudulent pretences. The jury deliberated for a considerable

time withont arriving at a conclusion and at last the Recorder said: ¢ Oh,
pray do, gentlemen, make up your minds ; it really does not matter whether
you say guilty or not gunilty.’’ (Laughter.) The jury ultimately found
prisoner guilty ; whereupon the Recorder remarked: ‘“ What I meant by say-
ing that it did net matter what verdiet you found is this: she has been here
since March 30, and it is her first offence, and, under the circumstances, 1
shall sentence her to one day’s imprisomment. ’ (Renewed Laughter.)’

“ Very laughable, no doubt; and how wise and upright the judge
who tells a jury that it ¢ doesn’t matter ’ whether a prisoner is innocent
or not, beeause he has already made up his mind not to punish her even
if she were found guilty!”

Loox on Tais Prorure!

‘We are sorry to have missed the St. James’s comments on the colonial
judges, who figured so recently as defendants in an action taken by
Dr. R. B. Anderson of Tobago for alleged fulse imprisonment and illegal
and malicious prosecution. The prineipal defendant, Sir John Gorrie,
has unfortbunately died since the commencement, of the action. Evidence
was given before the Lord Chief Justice, April 20th, as to the receipt
in 1889 of a petition to the then Colonial Secretary, Lord Knutsford,
which asserted that © universal dissatisfaction was felt in the colony
with the administration of justice” by Sir John Gorrie, then Chief
Justice there, Tord Knutsford himself admitted on giving evidence that
“when Sir John Gorrie was in Fiji there were complaints as to his conduct, but
he was afterwards promoted to Trinidad.”?

Siv John certainly did not in his time “play the fool with justice,” on the
contrary Lord Knutsford said

“ he thought Sir John Gorrie was animated by a desire to do justice, but he
thought he had been using intemperate langnage and that his conduct for advis-
ing pauper actions was reprehensible, he did not, however think there was a case
for public inquiry. He had three times expressed regret as to the in-
wemperate language of Sir John Gorrie through the Governor.” (Datly Chro-
nirle, April 25th.)

What a pity Sir John is dead, he might have been promoted again,
when this blew over ! However, the lynx-eye of the St. Jaines's Gazette
man ision the look oub, and justice shall be done even though the heaven
fall, if he can manage it. Let Mr. Hopwood see to it !

“Tny, Try, Try, Acay!?

The Trish must indeed be a fine nation! After wearily waiting, on
their hunkers, with gaping jaws so to speak, for the Home Rule morsel
t be thrown them by their Saxon masters, they have seen once more
the promised honne bouche flung under foot in the mud of party hatred.
Bllt_the hungry Kelts have only taken in another reef in their belts,
hoping for better luck next time. Gladstone went into office two years
4g0 on the cry of Home Rule for Ireland, believing that he would carry
his Trish bill through by mere personal weight if by nothing else, but
the Commons mutilated the bill and the Lords rejecbed it.  So Mr. Glad-
stone, old and tired of ungrateful contests, hard pressed too by the gather-
Ing hosts of Fnglish labor problems, withdrew from the House that has
Wiinessed as many defeats as triumphs for him. He left it to his suc-
¢essor Roseberry to tell the Irish people they must “ wait a little
lﬁf!gi_er ", and they are doing so. Meanwhile they are filling in the gap
of time by holding a Dublin Trades Union Congress, by which
they may find out that a modest assembly of bona fide workersin Dublin
_Img{ht serve them better than the English House of Commons, where
their delegates are treated with scant courtesy and get nothing for their
ﬂﬁlfm.g. If the Irish M. P, instead of ¢ Fightin’ like divils for con-
cliation an hatin’ each other for the love of God ”, would only turn
their backs on Westminster, go home to their own country and work
i comrades and fellowmen with those they are always protesting they
;;:“ld :he_tp serve, they might yet produce some effect—even on par-
thme}r}l,, 1i that be worth while, It would certainly embarass
. ¢ Linglish lords and Commons, to whom routine, blue books, dull

peeches and tedious debates are the very breath of their nostrils, while

a new departure, ¢ without precedent” is as a stab below the fifth rib.
There is to be a big Labor Demonstration in the Pheenix, Ms_),y_ Gth—a,
mountain to bring forth the fellow mouse to the one expected in Hyde
Park the same day. Dublin however has had during the last weeks
in April the benefit of some lectures from our comrade Faucet Mac-
donald (see Report column). As one was delivered before a cr?\‘vded
audience, showing the bearing of Anarchist Communism on Trade
Uunionism, there may be a new note struck in the Phenix on Labor Day.
It was perhaps the first time on record that an Irish audience was
told “ not to vote, abandon the franchise, turn your attention to eco-
nomic problems; leave politics for ever: returnnomembersto P_arfl)lamenp,
for you are not compelled to vote and so Parliament will die ”. This
policy could not any way prove more barren than the one hitherto
pursued in poor old Ireland.

Anms axD TueE MAax. :

Bernard Shaw in his lively romantic farce, produced at the Avenue
Theatre, April 21st, has dealt a hard knock at the fast-dimming glory
of military men. M. Hamon, in the next edition of his Militwire Pro-
Jessionel, will surely add Mr. Shaw’s name to the long list in the ap-
pendix of those who ave striving to chain up the dogs of war. But
“ Arms and The Man ” dees move than show that the brute courage of
the bull-dog, so often answerable for the brilliant deeds that live in
history, may reside in a man who is a poltron in every other respect as
in the character of Sergins Seranoff. It shows true courage personified in
Captain Bluntschli, who never hesitates toadmit his own short-comings,
and they are many, yet manages to earry out the routine of his every day
duty with the valor borfi of a common sense, that is unfortunately all
too uncommon. 'The old-fashioned stereotyped love-making, beloved
on the stage and in the novel, in reality tiresome beyond deseription to
the average waman, is morrily bemocked, and a shrewd waiting maid
lets off some socialistic erackers, which a leading Fabian present declared
to be the Anarchism that spoiled the play. We only hope the Bulgarians
will not declave war upon England for the way in which Mr. Shaw has
chosen them as pegs whereon to hang his gibes at those who do not wash.
The play should bz seen by all who ave sick of conventionalities,

OVER THE WATER.

Ox April 28, Hmile Henry was sentenced to death for having placed a
bomb before the Paris oflices of the Carmaux Mining Com-
pany, November 8, 1892, which bomb, being removed to the
Rue des Bons Enfants police station, there exploded and slew 4 police-
men ; also for having thrown a bomb into the Café Terminus, February
12, thereby causing the subsequent death of two persons. Remark that
this fierce assailant of the middle-class gud class is himself a middle-class
youth of 22. His father was Fortuné Henry, an engineer, in 1369 a
candidate for Parliament, the principal plank in his platform being the
abolition of capital punishment. In 1871 he took partin the Commune
insurrection at Marseilles and fleeing to Barcelona, when all was over,
was condemned to death by default; whilst his relative, General de
Gallifet, was crushing the Commune of Paris by a bloody massacre.
After the amnesty Henry returned to France, with his Spanish wife
and two sons.  Bmile was educated at the Say College, where his record
was excellent, and he was specially remarked for his mathematical
capacity. On leaving school, an outfitand employment in engineering
works in Venice and France was provided for him by his aristocratic and
wealthy relatives. His brother, Fortuné, is also an Anarchist. - Both
youths made their earliest acquaintance with the police by being arrested
¢ for making a disturbance at a meeting.” Their mother says that the
injustice of their treatment on this occasion turned their hearts to bit-
terness, Fortuné is now in Clairvaux for the hot expression of
Anarchist opinions. We quote verbatim thefollowing account of Emile’s
statement before the Court from the Zmes for April 30 :—

“ After an attempt by a Dr. Goupil to prove him insane, which
Henry scornfully repudiated, the prisoner partly recited and partly read
a long speech, of which the following are the principal passages:—

“ It is not a defence which I wish to offer you. I geek in no way to evade the
reprisa s of the society which I have attacked. I acknowledge, moreover, only
ene tribunal— viz., myself, and the verdict of any other is immaterial to, me. I
wish simply to give you an explanation of my acts, and to tell you how I was led
to accomplish them, I have not long been an Anarchist. Not till about the
middle of 1891 did I plunge into the revolutionary movement. I had previously
lived in cireles entirely imbued with the existing morality. I had been accustomed
to respect and even to love, the principles of patrioiism, family, authority, and
property. Bt the instroctors of the present generation too frequently forget
one thing —viz., that life, with its struggle: and disappointments, its injustices
and iniquities, indiscreetly unseals the eyes of the ignorant. I had been told
that li'e was easy and amply open to the intellizent and resolute, but experience
showed me that only the cynical and the fawning can gef a good seat at the
banguet. I had been told that social insvitutions were based on justice and
equality, but I found about me only falsehood and roguery. Lvery day took
away an illusion from me. Wherever I went I witnessed the same sufferings in
§ me, he same enjoyments in others. I was 10t slow in comprehending that the
big words I had been taught to venerate—honor, devotion, duty—were merely a
mask for the most shameful turpitudes. The mannfacturer who built up a co-
lossal fortune on his workmen's labor, while they lacked everything, was an honest
gentleman. The Dapaty, the Minister whose haads were always open to bribzs,
was devoted to the public weal. The officer who tried the new meodel rifle on
children seven years old had done his duty, and the Premier in Parliament offered
him congratulations.

*“ All that I saw revolted me, and my mind began to criticise the social organi-
zation. That criticism has been so fraquently offered as to render a rapetition of
it needless. It is enongh fo say T became the encmy of a soc.ety which I regarded
as criminal. At one time tempted by socialism, I soon lefi that party. I had
too muech love of liberty, too much respect for intlividu initiati ve, too muen re—

France,
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pugnance for incorporation, to accept a number in the matriculated army of the
Fourth Hstate. I saw, moreover, that at bottom Socialism does not change the
present order of things. Ttupholds the principle of authority, and that p\"mm_ple,
whatever pretended Freethinkers may say, is merely a vestige of the belief in a
Supreme Power. Seientific studies had gradually initiated me into the play of
natural forces, I was a Materialist and an Atheist, Ifelt that the hypothesis
of a deity was set aside by modern science as nnnecessary. Religions and autho-
ritative morality based on a sham had therefore to disappear S :

“ At that moment I entered into relations with some Anarchist companions
whom I now consider as the best I have ever known. The character of these
men attracted me from the first. Iappreciated their great sincerity, their perfect
frankness, their profound contempt for all prejudices, and I wished fo undergtan'cl
the idea which made them so different from all those I had hitherto known. This
iden found in my mind a soil prepared by personal observation aund reflection to
receive it. It made clesr what was still vagune in me. T became in my turn an
Anarchist. I n:ed not expound the theory of Anarchy. I will only notice its
destru-tive and negative side, for the sake of which I appear before you. At this
moment of acute struggle between the bourgeoisie and its enemies, I am almost
tempted to say, with the Souvarine of Zola’s * Germinal’, ‘ All reasonings on the
future are criminal, because they prevent pure and simple destraction, and impede
the march of the revolution.” As soon as an idea is ripe and has fourd its for-
mulas its realisation must be accomplished without delay. I was convinced that
the present organization was bad, and T resolved to struggle against it, so as to
hasten its disappearance. I brought to the struggle a profound hatred, daily
intensified, for the revolting spectacle of t!.is society in which all is low, ugly,
and dishonest ; in which all is an obstacle to the play of human passions, the
generous tendencies of the heart, the free utterance of thought. I msheq to
strike as strongly and unerringly as T conld. Let us proceed then to the first
outrage committed by me—the explosion of the Rue des Bons Enfants.

“After dwelling on the sufferings and wrongs of the Carmaux
strikeis, on the way in which Socialist shouters usurped the lead of the
movement for their own selfish ends, and on the virtual failure of the
strike, whereas the stock of coal ought to have been set on fire and the
machinery shattered, the prisoner continued :—

“(Order, an instant disturbed, prevailed at Carmaux. The company, more
powerful than ever, continued to work the mine, and the shareholders com-
gratulated themselves on the happy issue of the sirike. The dividends were still
to be large. It was then that T resolved to introduce into this concert of happy
voices a note which the bourgeois had already heard, but which they thought had
died with tavachol—viz., dynamite. TIwished toshow the bourgeoisie that hence-
forth there were no unmixed joys for it, that its ingolent frinmphs wonld be dis-
turbed, and that its golden calf wonld totter on his pedestal until the final shock,
which wonld cast it down into mud and blood. At the same fime, I wished to
make the miners see that only one class of men—the Anarchists—sincerely felt
for their sufferings and were ready to avenge them. These men do mot it in
Parliament like M. Guesde and his consorts, but they march to the gnillotine. I
therefore prepared a bomb. For an instant the accusation preferred against Ra-
vachol came to my mind—the innocence of the victims—but I soon solved the
guestion. The building containing the Carmaux Company’s offices was inhabit-
ated only by lourgeois, There wonld, therefore, be no innocent wvictims. The
entire bourgeoisie lives by *‘ exploiting ' unfortunates, and all of it ought to ex-
piate its crimes. Accordingly, with perfeet certainty of the legitimacy of my
act, I placed the bomb at the door of the company's offices. T explained in the
course of the trial how I boped, in case the bomb was discovered hefore it ex-
ploded, that it would explode at the police station, thus striking my enemies.
Such are the motives which made me commit the first ontrage.

* Let us pass to the second—that of the Café Terminus. T had come to Paris
ab fthe time of the Vaillant affair. I had witnessed the formidable repression
which followed the Palais Bourbon outrage. I was a witness of the draconic
measures taken by the Government against the Anarchists. On all sides were
espionage, searches, and ar ests. By random raids a multitnde of persons were
snatched away from their families and thrown into prison. What became of the
wives and children of these comrades during their incarceration ? Nobody cared.
The Anarchist was no longer a man, he was a wild beast, hunted down on all

sides, and the entire bowrgeois Press, the vile slave of force, demanded his
exte mination. ]

¢ After quoting M. Raynal’s boast of having terrified the Anarchists,

and after compliining that an Anarchist who had killed nobody was
guillotined, Henry went on to say :—

¢ But, Messieurs les Bonrgeois, you had reckoned without your host. There
were still outside your prisons some men of whom you knew nothing, who wit-
nessed your Anarchist hunt, and waited only the favorable moment to hunt the
hunters. The words of M. Raynal were a challenge. The bomb of the Café Ter-
minus was the reply to all your violations of liberty, to your arrests, to your
expulsions en masse, to your laws on the Press, to your gnillotinings. But why,
you say, attack peaceable people who were listening to musie, and who, perhapk,
were neither magistrates, Deputies, nor functionaries? Why, it is very simple.
The bourgeoisic has made of the Anarchists only a ‘Bloc.” .\ single man,
Vaillant, had thrown a bomb, Nine-tenths of the companions did not even know
him. That did not matter. The persecution was carried on en mdsse. Every
man who had any Anarchist relations whatever was huntel down. Since you
thus strike en bloc we also strike en bloc. Should we, then, attack only the
Deputies who make the laws against us, the magistrates who apply these laws,
or the policemen who arrest us? I do not think so. These men are only the
instruments. They are no more culpable than the others. The good bourgeois,
who cash coupons and live lazily on what the workman produces, should also
haye their share in our reprisals. And not they alone, but also all those who
are satisficd with the present order—that stupid and pretentious mass which
always takes the side of the stron gest, the ordinary elientéle of the Terminus and
the other great calés. That is why I struck e bloec without selecting my
victins. :

“*The bourgecisie must understand that those who hav
their teeth, and strike the more brutally,
more brutally. They have no respect for human life, because the bourgeois
themselves care nothing for it. It is not for the assassing who made the bloody
week of Fourniies to treat others as assassins. . . At Ieast have the courage of your
erimes, Messiears les Bourgeois, and admit that our reprisals are largely legitimate,
Assuredly I have no illusions, I know that my aets will not yet be understood
by the insufliciently prepared crowd. Even among the working class, for which I
have struggled, very many, misled by your papers, think me their enemy. But
that matters little to me. " There are some individuals ealling themselves Anarch-
ists who try to establish a subtle distinction between the Theorists and the
Terrorists. Too cowardly to risk their Lives, they repudiate those who act. But
the influence tha_t they pretend to have on the revolutionary movement is nil,
To-day the field is for action without flinching. Alexandre Herzen, the Russian
revolutionist, has said, ¢ Of two things choose one—either punish and go ahead,
or perdon and stumble half-way.”" We wish neither to pardon nor to stumble,
and we shall march anwarf.l until the Revolution comes to crown our work, In
this war without pity, which we have declared against the bourgeoisie, we askno

e suffered are showing
as they themselves have heen treated

ity. We give death. We shall know how to undergo it. My head is not the.
ast that you will cut off. Those who die of hunger are beginning to know the
way to your great restaurants—Terminus an+s Foyot. You will add other names
to the bloody list of our dead. You have hanged at Chicago, decapitated in
Germany, garotted at Xeres, shot at Barcelona, guillotined at Montbrison and
Paris, but what you will never be able to destroy is Anarchy. The roots are too
deep.  Anarchy has been born iv the bosom of a rotten society which is falling
asunder. It will end by killing you. This, gentlemen of the jury, is what I had
to say to you. You are mow going o hear my counsel. Younr laws impose o
defender for every defendant. But what he will he able to tell yon in no respect
impairs what I have said. My declarations are the exact expression of my
thought. I adhere to them absolutely.

‘“ Henry was quite unmoved on hearing the sentence, and while he was.

being removed from the counrt he exclaimed, ‘Camarades, courage!
Vive '’ Anarchie I’ "—Tug TimEs own Correspondent.

Ax Italian correspondent writes:—* The latest vote of the Italian
Ttaly Chamber should have taught the people what to expect from
" their so-called representatives. They have seen how these
gentlemen lack character and firmness, and how well they know how to
play the see-saw, since, atthe debate on the army and navy budgets,
when it seemed certain that the Minotaur Crispi would fall, there were
only 52 deputies who were logical in their opposition and voted agains
the projects of the Government. This vote and the one recorded a shart
time ago on the interpellation on Sicily have strengthened the power of
the last minister of the Ttalian monarchy, and the tax-payers can now
make sure that the taxes will rain down on them as hard as hail.

“But what matters the misery of the people to the minister who desires ney
raval vietories to efface the ignominy of former defeats? What matter the

despairing cries of the disinherited to the sinister man who is d1'a.ggin% Italy to.

its final ruin, and who will turn it into a slaughter house of miserables if the
Revolution does not come in time to cut short his cursed work ¥ What matter
misery, hunger and despair to him who to-day is powerful enorgh to rule in fact,
ifnotinname, backed by a Chamber of valets and old women who call themselves
representatives of the people? He s powerful, but only for a little longer. The
Sicilinn revolt has been the Mene Mene Tekel of the Italian bourgeoisie
Certainly all seems over in the island of enduring hatreds and ardenf loves, but
the silence which prevails is that of the lion who crouches before the hunters
ere he throws himself more furious than ever into the affray. All seems over,
and the military tribunals at Carrara and in Sicily, taking advantage of the cilm
produced by fear of the fusillade, hasten to give yearsand years of imprisonment
to the peasants and workmen who have been so eriminal as to no longer wish to
die of hunger. Truly, in Carrara all is finished on the part of the Government,
and the military tribunals, having finished their task after condemning nearly
200 rebels to terms varying from three tothirty years of imprisonment, haveleft,
adding a fresh cause of hatred to all those which ferocions capitalist exploitation
has sown among the people.

‘“ But is all endmll also on the part of the people ? Oh dear no | Before the
revoll, and more especially before its crushing, there was a certain degree of
toleration in the relations of workers and employers. If a workman was ill and
a subseription started on his behalf, the employer used to be asked to give
‘When a workman met an employer in the street he was the first to salute him.
Sometimes the workers wounld celebrate the féte day of the employer or some
happy event in his family. But to-day all thatis changed. When a subserip-
tion is got up, the employer is not asked to help ; if he offers, hisaid is declined,
When the workman meets him, he is neither the first nor the last to salute him;
he does not make room for him to pass in the street, he does not féte him, their
relations become more strained every day. (eneral Heusch, the ¢ pacifier,” hal
lately to return to Carrara to reassure by his presence the bourgeois, terrifieds
the Tostile attitude of the workers. Terrible and ferocious hatred is being stonl
up, the hatred of families deprived of their support, the hatred of men deter
mined to conquer in a jnst cause, a hatred which will soon break out in a rev-
lution much more violent and terrible than the last, for it will not be the isolated
attempt of a few pioneers of an idea, but the struggle of a whole people weary of
suffering,

““ Things are no better in Sicily. There the state of siege continues, and the
military tribunals still deal justice. No, we must not say that they desl
justice. They have robbed Themis of her seales, have falsified them, and 1w
they weigh placing in ome of ihe balances the money bags and in fthe
other the rights of the people, and the rights of the people have been found
light very light. : L

‘* Whilst in Palermo they are trying the organisers of the Sicilian Fasel, m
Catania, in Messina and in Palermo itself (in the second section) they are trying
the rebels of Valgnarnera, of Monreale, ete., and when these are lucky, when they
are treated with great leniency, they got 11 and 15 years’ imprisonment. 5o
that eight days ago the courts had inflicted penalties amonnting to more than six
centuries, we mean 600 and odd years of imprisonment., Sinee then this fotal
has been added to, for the case of Palma has been heard; it will be yet furtherin-
creased, for the trials of the rehels of Santa Caterina, Villarmosa and Monreele
have still to be made, beside a host of others less important, but in which the
penalty is never less than 80 months’ imprisonment. :

¢ Meanwhile the misery, which was fearful, hlack, unspeakable, is still on tlli;
increase, invading more and more this unhappy conntry which seems dopmet
from the most ancient times fo serve as prey to the most shameful Verres, Thf
misery grows more intense, and whilst tEs long lines of vietims of the last I";‘"Ul‘
are seen marching along the roads, wretched men, dragged from prison to prison
chained like wild beasts, enrrounded by gendarmes on horseback, who guard
them, revolver in hand, and make them march along, beating them with t_hﬂ flat
of their swords, at the doors of the prisons is to be seen another crowd yeo more
pitiful, that of the mothers and wives and daughters of the enmlerpned,_who waib
weeping, with the small children huddled round elinging to their skirts, to he
allowed to see for a minute these men who but yesterday were all theirlove, their
support, their life, and whom the Government has made the victims of the mnsz
savage repression. For these things must be made known, one must speak Oﬂe
about them. The last revolt has cost the Sicilians 98 deaths, more than 1,60
wounded, more than 10,000 prisoners or fugitives. And this revolt has he“l’:
provoked by hunger, by misery, by the hopes for a brighter future ; this revo :
has been caused by grinding taxes, by unbridled exploitation, by ihe tortu;t’-r
and insults of all sorts to which the peasants of Sfcily have been subjected Uf
long years past. The voice of all men of heart should be raised in _favt)l:'fh
the vanquished and should blast the scoundrel who has tried to stifle “Irl
the sword the voice of a people demanding bread. Stifle? Yes, for 2 ”‘i:
For a new and much more terrible revolt is in preparation. The pacific dehn;? 2
strations which took place in Italy a few months back, whilst the ['ﬁ Iilg;g
was going on in Sicily, and which cost the Anarchists of N&'RRS: o cut’
of Rome, of Bologna, sentences of from six months to five years 1mP”-”°1]1‘m o
have opened the eyes of the people, they bave woke them up, and the awakening
will be terrible. f human

““We have reached the end of a period of history, the end of a stage of the-
progress, Yesterday the [talian people did not act as it might have done because
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i chists kept themselves too much apart from the people. The
}:::;?:uthij;al::ﬁsiﬂéd.WIi’ll certainly teach them that, to achieve the Revolution,
* they must be in sympathy with the peop]:e, make F.hemae]:v‘es kqown, understoo_d
and loved by them. And the Italians will soon rise again, driven on by their
great misery, and they will truly accomplish the Social Revolution, abolishing
‘private property and authority, and the Anarchists will know how to show them-
selves to be practical.”

Lixe Italy, Spain is in a condition of semi-bankruptey ; a.ngl, as in Italy,
though the middle classes suffer, the weight of the prevail-
ing misery falls upon the workers. Speaking of the
financial position of the country, at the half-yearly meeting of the
sharelolders of the Bank of Spain and England, on 6th March, the
chairman, Mr. Scott, said that Spain was ‘“abundantly _blef{sed by
nature ; its peasantry as industrious as that of any country in Kurope.”
The national wealth had increased, *“ but this additional wealth was not
in the hands of the masses, but was possessed by a limited class at
Madrid and the larger towns, who preferred to invest their money n a
manner which did not add in the best way to the progress of the
country.” This is a mild way of putting the subject; in the South
Hastern provinces the people appear to be actually driven to despair,
“Ihousands of workmen and agricultural laborers” (Daily Chronicle,
Febroary 1) “are tramping about the country in a starving condition,
without work, and begging from town to town.” For all the qu\ld, as
in the United States | Numbers are taking to the Mountains, like our
English forefathers took to the Greenwood when the Normans robbed
them of their land, and make raids on unpopular well-to-do farmers or
publicans. Others wander through the country in armed bandfs, 1felp-
tng themselves to what they need. Others again merely ask for food,
and being freely supplied go quietly away. The country folk ave evi-
~ deutly on the side of the “robbers,” for the gendarmes can get no help
in their fruitless attempts to hunt them down. ¢ The authorities at
Cadiz consider it impossible to cope with the agrarian outrages daily
¢committed unless work be provided for the unemployed.” (Westminster
Gazette, 20 Jan.) Meanwhile 300 of the brave peasants of Alanis,inSeville
a town of 10,000 inhabitants, proceeded, at the end of Jan., to boldly
take possession of some pasture lands belonging to private owners.
According to another account, they also took some agricultural ground
belonging to the State and proceeded in a quiet and orderly manner to
parcel it out by lot and till it. They were unarmed, save \&fltj:l Llu? need-
ful implements, and declared that they were acting as Socialists for the
benefit of the starving community. A few police looked in on futile
disgust. Of course, soldiers were sent to drive away these plucky pro-
pagandists by deed, and the * ringleaders” were arrested.
. La Société Nowvelle, for April, says :—
“In Andalusia, that European paradise, the misery of the working classes is
really frightful. In many pavts of the provinces of Cadiz, Seville, Malaga and
Grenada the people have for months been living upon grass, roots and wild fruit.
The bakers ouly supply their wealthy enstomers at night, because in the day time
the loaves would be snatched on the way by bands of starving workmen. . . .
Mothers are keeping their children drugged with decoction of poppies that they
may gleep day and night and not continually wail for food. And yet Andalusia is
ong of the most fertile lands in Enrope. The ground only needs a mere seratch-
ing to bring forth splendid harvests. It could support ten times the population
now miserably existing upon it. And the people are not idle ; the Andalugians
are particularly indnstrions, If they leave the fields untilled it is becanse :
the whole country belongs to a few great landlords who are banded into
& sort of syndicate to exploit the poor. They have succecded in redumcing the
wages of agricultural laborers to 5d. for a day’s work of 15 hours! ¥’ And work at
even this rate of pay is uncertain ; the greaf landlords prefer fo leave their fields
uncultivated when the profits on agricultural produce are mnot high enongh to
tempt them. * Some years ago the late Duke of Osnna conceived the idea of
breaking up hig immense Andalusian estates into small holdings but;
the landlords’ syn icate, foreseeing that this would raise wages, so managed mat-
ters that they induced the government to intervene, and the Du.e was obliged fio
give up his plan.” Since this, things have gone from bad to worse, till almost the
whole of the working population notengaged in fishing are reduced to compulsory
idleness. Now the &uw:rnment, growing alarmed, has decided to start relief
works ; a most ineffectual palliative, leaving the root cause of danger entirely
untouched.

Spain.

As to the doings and the fate of our Anarchist comrades, it seems
next to impossible to gain any certain tidings. The mystery of the
Liceo Theatre bomb has never yet been solved. The papers have once
aud again reported " confessions,” only to contradict them, and hideous
rumours are afloat as to the tortures by which these * confessions” were
extracted. According to the latest accounts, 24 Anarchists are to be
tried for complicity in the affair, and 10 more of those arrested are
accused of being concerned in Pallas’s attempt upon Marshal Campos
and were handed over, on January 3, to the military authorities.
Wholesale arrests for holding Anarchist opinions seem to take place
continually, as in France, and a bill  for the repression of Anarchism "
is now hefore the Cortes. It is much the same as the recent legislation
of Franceand Switzerland with the same object. After awarding penal-
ties for meddling with explosives, it continues :—

‘The propaganda or glorification of criminal outrages in whatever form is
made an offence punishable by severe sentences of imprisonment, and by the
same penalties as the attempts thomselves, if the accused can be considered as
accomplices. Anarchist associations are declared illegal, and will be dissolved
by the police, the members of such associations being lkable to criminal prose-

cution.

Three Anarchists, Delboche, Ferreira and Muifioz, were tried before
a jury at Madrid, December 27—Janunary 2, for an attempt to blow up
the Parliament (Cortes), in April, 1892. They had thus been kept 20
months and 23 days in prison before trial! The two first boldly main-
tained Anarchist principles and said that the term Anarchist was a
synonym for an honest man. They spoke against a policy of violence,
aud totally denied the charge brought against them. They were, they
said, victims of a police plot and Mufioz was a provocating agent, who

had induced them to garry a parcel of explosives to the Cortes, they
being ignorant of its contents. Ferreira got 7 years' penal servitude.

During the second week in February, Tomas Alted was sentenced to
penal servitude for life for an attempt to blow up Villanueva barracks,

On January 25, Sigiior Larocca, Governor of Barcelona, was shot at
and slightly wounded as he got into his carriage, by an Anarchist named
Morull, who is reported to have desired to ayenge Pallas. Six other
Anarchists were arrested as accomplices, on February 18.

Numerous bomb attempts are reported from all parts of the country,
some of which are probably hoaxes @ la Parisienne. But the rulmﬁ
classes, in Spain as in other countries, take care that the poor an
despairing shall be kept well in mind of the terrible destructive agencies
within their reach. Another horrible explosion at Santander, on March
21, cost the lives of 18 workmen and wounded 23 more, and only after
the town broke forth into riot were proper precautions taken to prevent
the sunken ship, with the unexploded portion of her load of contrs
band dynamite, from causing further injury. ¢ Culpable laxity and
delay ” of the responsible persons was the cause of the catastrophe, says
the 7%mes. Thus in Spain, as elsewhere, the workers are callously starved,
killed and mutilated, by the greed and carelessness of capitalists and
officials, and yet all the world cries out in horror if the workers in their
desperate revolt for dear life are goaded into any attempt to mutilate
and kill in their turn.

THE PROPAGANDA.
REPORTS:-

LoNpoN—

‘We are told that April is the month wlherein all poets are inspired ; I don’t
know whether the London Anarchist Communists are all poete, anyhow by their
sudden activity we can conclude they are inspired. Just as the trees begin to
bud in this month, so has it been with their activity. More open-air meetings
have been held of late than for some time past ; comrades have also been busy
generally, giving indoor lectures at various places. Hyde Park, Regents Park,
Hoxton Church Square, Mile End Waste, Tower Hill, Victoria Park have heen
the scenes of some enormous meetings.

In Hyde Park meetings have been continued on Sundays for some 5 or 6
hours in succession. Good sale of literature and good collections.—In Regent’s
Park some very excellent meetings have been held, the audience always seem
sympathetic, and there has been some opposition,—Outside Hoxton Chureh Com-
rade Turner has had some very Dbrisk and profitable discussion with the Social
Democrats, exposing the narrow spirit that prevailsin the S.D.T.; in their
action over the May Day arrangements, for instance.—On Mile End Waste Leggett
has worked very hard, speaking several times during the week.—Tower Hill,
which was utilised in the winter by the nnemployed, has, during the past month,
been used daily by Comrade Lieggett ; audiences of hetween 2 and 3 thousand
listening patiently to his remarks. His hearers have been workmen from round
about and eity people, not the unemployed, and sometimes as much as 11s, -worth
of literature f::ns been gold in a day.

Comrade Mowbray, after having lectured to the Mile End branch of the 8. D.F,
on Anarchist Communism, with the assistance of other comcades, we now hear
that there is practically a split in their ranks, and in all probability we shall
shortly hear of a new group being formed.—Canning Town the same. We have
received word of the split that has oceurred there, and of the formation of a new
group, who are taking papers and literature regularly.—Comrade Mowbray also
leetured to the Dockers’ Union,.at Minerva Hall, E., on Anarchist Communism
with good results.

On Sunday, April 156th, Dr. Fauset Macdonald lectured at the Hall of Sciencey
Old-street, B.C., on *“ Evolution and Anarchism.’® The lecture was of scientific
character, and highly instructive. Macdonald pointed out that Darwin had laid
gtress on one important factor in evolution, the struggle for existence, but there
is another of enormous importance—the mutual aid of species and groups in that
struggle.. The lecturer gave some beautiful examples of the mutual aid in animal
life, amongst beavers, storks, bees, monkeys, &e., describing how monkeys make
bridges for the whole colony to pass over, and then went on to ask why man
should not be as capable as other animals of living in a {ree community based on
the prineiple of mutual aid., When there is no government in the universe, whg
should it be a necessity amongst men ?—To this one Secularist present ha
nothing better to object than ¢ We want none of your Anarchism, your Rava-
chols, your Vaillants, your bombs ! ** Strange that after a scientific exposition
of Anarchist Communism a ¢ reasonable being ** should find nothing to say more
to the point than this !—J. P

Peclham.—Thursday, March 22, an enormous crowd assembled at Peclkham
Park-road. Comrades Quinn, Banham, Carter and Alsford addressed the meet-
ing, which was perfectly orderly for some time, until an organised gang of black-
leg gas-stoleers and detectives started hooting and pushing, finally breaking up
the mesting by force. The police were present in large numbers, watching
eagerly for the least opportunity for a ““charge.’”’ These meetings now have had
to drop, owing to the fact that {ocal comrades will not turn up and support, but
the propaganda will be kept up in other ways, by the distribution and sale of
literature, etc.—W. H.

Camberwell.—Under the auspices of the Brixton Group, meetings have been
started at Camberwell Green every Thursday evening at 8. A start was made
ot Thursday, April 18th, when an attentive andience was addressed by Banham
and Forrester, South-London comrades are asked to rally up at this spot and
nelp.—H.,

Woolwich.—Sunday, April 8th, Comrade Carter spoke in Beresford Square,
under the auspices of the Building Trade’s Federation, and afterwards addressed
a large meeting in the same place on *‘ Anarchism.” April 22nd, large meeting
in the afternoon, addressed by Goldsmith, Banham and Carter ; a few questions
asked and answered to the satisfaction of che audience. Good sale of literature.
Comrade Carter also spoke in the morning, under the auspices of the United
Builders Laborers Union, at East Greenwich,—H.

Deptford.— A large meeting was held on the Broadway on Good Friday, ad-
dressed by Alsford, Goldsmith, Banham and Carter. Faster Monday, we paid a
visit to Greenwich and distributed a large number of old Commonweals, and
enlivened the holiday-makers with our shouts of ““ Long live Anarchy,”’ ete.—Our
usual two meetings have been kept up regularly every Sunday, large crowds
receiving our ideas with evident sympathy. Aprilist, a splendid meeting was
held, lasting from 11.80 to 8.80 ; opposition from a Mr. Elliott, a Social Demo-
cratic politician who aspires to “:repreaent. ** the Deptford workingmen on the
County Council or in the ‘‘den of thieves’’ at Westminster. This individua
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E}’poke in a sneering way of what he called **the juvenilj: 111}:3111 gence i 4 our
young Comrade Banham. However, the fancied-superior intelligence of this
exponent of Mob Rule received a rough time at the hands of our juvenile gom-
rade, who demolished completely the so-called argnments of this uhm_:lple of _t.he
“#fcoming slavery.”’—Sunday morning, April §th, we had a trade-union meeting
each side of us, and Comrade Goldsmith, in opening, mcldgntally mentmnat_l that
trade unionism of itsell was not enough to solve the social problem, which so
upset the chairman of one of these meetings that he threatened our comrade ti}at
unless he cleared off the Broadway there and then, he would come and put him
off. But, somehow, he did not seem in a hurry to do it, the crowd defending
our right to express onr own ideas.—April 15th, meetings addressed by Banham,
Forrester, Carter and Presberg, who gave an eloguent appeal for Anarchy.—Sun-
day morning, April 22nd, Comrade Forrester ably defended the Atheistical posi-
tion against a local Gospel-grinder, named Pryor, who asserted_a.ll manner of
vile things about Atheists and Anarchists, which, however, he failed to substan-
tiate.—We have had a good sale for our literature—Freedom, Liberty, Commonweal
and The Anarchist going off well. We have also sold a number of both Atheist
and Anarchist pamphlets. Anarchism here has come to stay —W. Hart.

PrOVINCES—

Portsmouth.—At the invitation of the Portsmouth Anarchist Group, Comrade
Mowbray gave two lectures, on Sunday, April 15, at Unicorn-rd. to very attentive
audiences. We disposed of a good amount of literature. Intheevening we held
a meeting on the Common, but the weather was all against us.—On Sli.lndu’j:
morning, April 22, at Unicorn-rd,, . Teinstein spoke on ‘¢ Free Communism
toa good andience. In the afternmoon, the local L.L.P. had a spi_:a.ker_ frc_'m
Brighton, with whom, after his speech, Comrades MacDowell and Feinstein dis-
cussed Anarchy v. State Socialism, which ended in his getting npset and talking
of bombs and dynamite, in fact, playing to the crowd.—C, M.

Manchester.—We have had good mectings all through the winter and up till
10w, both in Stevenson Sguare and New Cross. The people have been attentive
and some of them seem to be converted into Anarchists, while some are sympa-
thetic but yet doubting. The I.L.P. have lately started holding afternoon
meebings in the Square, but it makes very little difference to our crowd ; they
gel very small gatherings compared to ours. The people don’t seem to care for
the milk-and-water diet they get from the I.L.P. speakers. Our speakers lately
have been Comrades Barton, Stockton and Round.  We shonld like to get some
speaker from London if possible. Every Wednesday night we meet in the Wool-
sack Buildings, Strangeways, at 8 p.m.—A. R.

Leicester.—Since onr last report the propaganda of Anarchy in Leicester has
been carried on with a vigor and success such as we have never hitherfo exper-
ienced. Our outdoor meetings thronghout the whole of 1893 were larger than
ever before, and increased each week in numbers and enthusinsm, On Seph. 10,
the Group organised an enormously successful Mass Meeting in support of the
miners during the great lock-out; a very large crowd, estimated to number at
least 15,000 persons, surrounded the three platforms in the Market Place, and
over £14 was collected for the Strike Fund. An Anarchist resolution, advising
the miners to expropriate the Land, Coal, and Capital Monopolists, and to organ-
ise their own industry for the common weal, was unanimously carried amidst
great applause.—A namber of successtul visits were paid to Loughborough, and
the seed of revolt sown in a froitful soil. We are making arrangements for a
more complete and systematic attack on the surronnding districts during this
summer.—Great excitement was caused in the town during October and Novem-
ber by the adoption (on the motion of our Comrads Cores), by the members of
the Boot Operatives Union, of a resolution declaring the right of the unemployed
starving workers to take possession of the means of subsistence “ by illegal
methods.” Law and Anthority was considerably frightened and was led to con-
cede some small crumbs o keep the workers quiet. During this * reign of terror®
we held a crowded meeting in the Sccular Hall in commemoration of the Chicago
men, and of all others who have died for the Cause. At this meeting we algo
welcomed D. J. Nicall on his release from prison. The speakers were George
Cores, D, J. Nicoll, J. Bruce (tlasier and Mrs. Glasier. On January 30th '94, C.
W. Mowbray, and on Feb, dth, Peter Krepotkine lectured in the Co-opemti_ve
Hall—Mowbray on “The Labor Movement and. Government,” and Kropotkine
on “ What Anarchism is.” We all unite in expressing a hope that this lecture
may be published in pamphlet form, it being the finest ntterance on the subject
ve have ever had in Leicester.—At our outdoor meetings this year we have had
Mowbray on March 25th, and D. J. Nicoll from Sheffield on April 8th. Our own
local staff of speakers, which now consists of Warner, Cores, Stanley, Gall, and
Smith, have * held the fort ** on other ocecasions, and the size, both of audiences
and collections, and also the sale of literature is very satisfactory.—During the
winter we have held onr Group meetings at one of the Coffee houses and had
some very interesting discussions with both friends and foes. But the Directors
of the Coffee House Company discovering onr principles found themselves
“ compelled with great regret *’ to boycott us, and we have removed to a mu_ch
better room at the Charles-street Club, where, each Friday at 8 p.m., we invite
all who care to inguire into, or discass, the problems of Anarchist Communism
to meet us.—A, G.

Norwich.—Glorious news from here | We have obtained the old Gordon Hall
agnin, the same place which our Comrade Charles, now in prison, years ago
secured for us, and wherein 8o many stirring Anarchist speeches have been deli-
vered. These last few years the hall has been used by a bible-thumping society,
but a few Anarchist speeches will soon 1id the atmosphere of any taint they have
left behind. If possible we shall have a grand opening, and hope that this will
be a commencement of active propaganda for the future,—We have been mov-
ing quicker these last few weeks. We celebrated the Paris Commune by two
good meetings, addressed by Comrades Presberg and Macdonald ; the Sunday
following we had Comrade Samuels with us, who gave a clear explanation of An-
archist Communism to fair andiences ; Sunday, April 8th, Comrade Mowbray
gave his farewell address a to large audience. He was in good form and he gave
the political labor hacks a severe criticism, showing us the danger of allowing
thege humbugs to use the 'abor movement for their own interests. Our comrade
stayed with us over Monday, when we sat down bto a farewell tea. We are all
sorry o lose Mowbray who has sacrificed so much for the canse, especially in
Norwich, buf if the cuuse will gain by it we must not mind ; we wish him good
Inck-—Sunday April 15th, Comrade Leggett was here and adcressed good
audiences. Two or three opponents interrupted the meeting, but when invited
to come on the platform to oppose they declined; fair sale of literature at all
meetings.—A. B.

Edinburgh.—Having the good fortuve to have our old Comrade Tom Bell
‘(be:ter known as the Paris lamp-pest man) back amongst us, we have given up
-our indoor meetings, and started outdoor propaganda. Sunday April 1st, we had
a splendid meeting, addressed by Comrades Smith and Bell, opposition and ques-
tions ably replied to by Smith, 3s. 6d. worth of literature sold. Sunday 8th, we
had Comrace Robb from Glasgow, who addressed a large and attentive audience.
Robb has developed into a splendid open-air speaker, and can carry the crowd
with him in a wonderful fashion. After Robb had left to catch his train, Com-
rade Smith tock the stool and continued the meeting. replying to questions and

objections offered by an individual in the crowd. Comrade Bell, who has any
amount of energy, of will and enthnsiasm—by which onr group has had new life-
infused into it—unfortunately has not physical strength to correspond, 8o he was
unable to turn up. Over 3s.-worth of literature sold.—Sunday 15th, Comrades
Smith and Bell, although both suffering from bad ¢.lds, again mounted the stool
and held a capital meeting, being assisted by Comrades Short, Fraser and Robext.
son ; fair sale of literature. TIf we go on as we have begun this summer we will
soon have a splendid working group. That enlightened body, the Edinburgh
Trades Council, finding that an Anarchist (Tom Bel 1) had beenjelected as one of
the committee to get up a trades demonstration in May, became horrified at the
discovery and were afraid to be, in any way, identified with Anarchists; so our
comrade got the quiet hint to withdraw. This is the same body that, in the early
days of the 8.D.F. movement here, refused to have anything fio do with that
revolutionary body, but as the Democrats are at present quite respectable and
constitutional it is now hard to distingnish which is which, and the Trades Council
are not afraid of being identified with them.—H. (.

Dublin.-—The Fabian Society meetings have closed, after a fairly successful
session. The various phases of Socialist thought were kept well fo the front,
‘' Democracy and Socialism ” was the subject of the last address by Mr. Cor,
On April 5th, G, King lectured on Anarchist Communism at the Ethical Society,
He traced the growth of society from the earlicst times, explained the develgp.
ment of modern industry, and gave a clear geueral definition of the views of
Anarchists. Some opponents tried to make great capital out of the recent bomb
scare, but were unable to tackle the case put forward by King on its own merits,
The diseusion was very lively.—On Sunday, April 18th, Dr. Fanset Macdonald of
London delivered an address on * Evolution and Sociolcgy * before the Ethical
Bociety, —On April 25t¢h, Macdonald lectured in the Central Hall, to a erowded
andience, on * Anarchism and Trade Unionism.”’ The Frish Tmes, which gives
a very sympathetic report, says, Dr. Macdonald “desires to remove Parliament
by a natural and constitutional process. To workingmen he says, absorb the
‘ blacklegs,” form free association s, let these assoclations associnte with greater
associations, and go on developing in this manner until great international federa.
tiong are established ; but do not vote ; abandon the franchise ; turn your atten.
tion to economic problems ; leave politics for ever ; returnno members to Parlia.
ment, for you are not compelled to vote, and so Parliament will d'e. Instead of
sending labor representatives to Parliament send resolute resolutions ; and when
he Government is no longer supported by the people it will no longer be strong ;
but the working people will become strong through having paid attention to the
development of their own associations.”” Ok the day of the lecture the Dublin
Bvening Herald published an interview with Macdonald, giving an excellent sum-
mary of the philosophy of Communist Anarchism. The gilding upon this rather
big pill was an announcement in large type that our comrade was being watched
by a special posse from Scotland Yard, which of course gained for him the cordial
sympathy of every true Irishman in Dublin.

NOTICES.
Loxpox—

Open-air Meetings, addressed by Anarchist speakers, are held on
SUNDAYS :
Hyde Park, Regent’s Park, Victoria Park, Hoxton Church and Deptford Broad-
way, at 11.30 a.m.; Hyde Park, Finsbury Park and Beresford-square, Woolwich,
at 3.30 p.m.; Hyde Park and corner Wood Green-road, Tottenham, at 7 p.m.
THURSDAYS :
Ossulston-street, N.W., and Camberwell Green, at 8 p.m.
SATURDAYS :
Hyde Park, at 7 p.m.
Ii. Leggett speaks on Tower Hill each day in the week.

Grafton Hall, 55, Grafton-street, Fitzroy-square, W.—On Monday, May 28th,

at 8 p.m., the first representation of a new play hy Ctto Wichers von Gogh,
entitled ¢“ The Social Question,’” will take place. Admission by ticket, 6d.

ProviNcEs—

Letcester Open-air propaganda.—Sundays, Russell-square, ‘at 10.45 a. n.;
Market-place, at 6.15 p.m.; Humberston-gate, at 8 p.m,

Manchester Anarchist Group,—Lectures and discussion every Wednesday eve-

muf. Stevenson Square (open air) every Sunday at 3 p.m. Financial Secretary,
P. J. Kelly.; Cor. Seec., Alphens Round, 208, Oldham-road, Newton Heath.

Special Notices.

NOW READY.—A new and revised edition of Tt WAGE Systew,”
by P. Kvopotkine. 1d.

SPECIAL OFFER T0O GROUPS.— Our pamphlet “ ANARCHISM AND
OUTRAGE” being the most suitable for wide-spread circulation af the
present moment, we shall be glad to supply it ot the following low rates

On receiving Orders with Cash:

1,000 (Carriage extra) s 18s.
500 = 9s. 6d.
100 35 e ves 2s.

IT 1S PROPOSED shortly to have A Sociat BveENING and ¢ RUMMAGE
Sae” for the FrEEDOM Publication Fund. Al articles, old and
new, clothing, books, ornaments, de., which are clean and in good
condition enough to be wseful to any one, will be gratefully received
Jor the sale by Mrs. Marsh, 3, dlpha Villas, Avehway-rd., London N,

# Held over Gill June, for want of space, ** The Clonquest of Bread” and
other articles, de.

AN APPEAL

Comrade C, C. Davis, who is serving his sentencs for having smashed
a jeweller's window in Birmingham last year, to draw public attention
to his misery as one of the unemployed, will be coming out of prison,
July 13. We invite comrades to help in raising a fund to give Com.
Davis a fresh start. Contributions may be sent to Mrs. Hyde, 61, St.
Augustine's-road, Camden-town, N.W,, and will be acknowledged in
Lreedom.
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