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A SA ·LE 
OF THINGS · USE~PUL AND ORNAMENTAL, 

COMBINED WITH 

TEA, CONCERT and DANCE, 
AND 

ENTERTAINMENT for CHILDREN, 
WILL TAKE PLACE AT THli1 ABOVE HALL ON 

.Saturday, DeceYn.be::r 22:n.d, · 1894. 

TEA at 6.30 p.m.; at 7, SALE, during which Music, Songs, and 
Recitations will be given; DANCING to commence at 10 o'clock. 

Admission by Program, ls. (including tea), and (without tea) 6d. 

Proceeds to go towards paying off the printing debt of "F1·eedom." 

BETTER PAY. 

" This land is full of .wealth, you kc.ow, 
Which no one can gainsay ; 

And yet the folks are short of bread 
For want of better pay. 

Our master must be hard indeed, 
Tbe people mostly say, 

To see us walk about the streets 
For want of better pay. 

I hope they soon will change their minds 
And unto us will say : 

Come on, my lads, and lasses too, 
We'll give you better pay." 

Tms is a sample of the. doggerel that is being sung by the Sta:ffordshiro 
nailers on strjke as they beg through the streets. It is typical of the 
false hope still cherished by many workers that all would- go well with 
an jncrease of wages, although it has been so clearly demonstrated over 
·and oyer again that an increase in wages under the present competitive 
system is pretty sure to be followed by a corresponding rise in the 
pl'ices of many necessaries of life. . 

It is typical too of the grovelling attitude that labor assigns itself 
towards capital, and shows that as yet there are many who have con­
ceived no hjgher reward than an extra sixpence or so for the part they 
take in the production of wealth of which "this land is full." 

There is, _nevertheless, something very pathetic in the childlike man­
ner with which these nien, who lack both knowled.ge of their true posi­
tion and power to organise for mutual aid, appeal to a generosity of 
feeling quite foreign to the capitalistic conscience, seeing that, w;here 
~apital js at stake, neither equity nor charity has any chance of a hear-
ing. . 

The winter is close upon us, and many of our own comrades are 
already out of work, depending on the scant funds of their societies or 
on the friendly help of those ill-able to afford it, and in some cases even: 
reduced to supplicating the rich man's dole. Many are asking them­
selves, ., What can we do to help diminish the misery around us?"­
meaning by miSery the actual want of bread that never ceases to be felt 

' daily, although "this land is full of wealth." 

But there are many who do not wish to see the starving unem­
ployed exhaust their energies in oratory, nor yet decay by 
thinking .there is nothing to be done. These are now making 
attempts to revive the drooping spirit of co-operation. concerning which 

·J.C. Kenworthy writes in this number of Freedom. By the Brother­
hood Trusts, in which he interests himself, it is hoped not so much to 
defeat capital as to slowly buy it out. · Unlike Booth's soheme for · the 
unemployed, these Trusts bear no taint of pauperisation, nor penal 
colony, nor yet do they entail deportation 'to col'onies bey~nd the sea. 

Take for exampl~ the scheme brought forward by the Rev. Bruce 
Wallace for the absorption of unemployed miners, which of course could 
b~,Jequally well applied to other: 'Yorkers. 1 Ee prqposes to raise capital 
by borrowing money from all sympathjsers who .have it to spare and who 
have seen that, though ch~rity may cover a multitude of sins, it cannot 
prevent a single one. No interest is to be paid o:ri this capital. It will 
simply be returned by the Brotherhood when conven~ent. Wit11 the 
money thi1s raised a bid will be made to an owner for the use of a cO'al 
seam he is not working. He will be ·offered, say, 20 per cent. of th~ coal 
raised, and the miners to be engaged in this work are all to be drawn 

. from the ranks of the unemployed ; they are to be paid the union rate of 
wages, and the coal is to' be distributed at -advantageons prices to the 
members of the Brotherhood, Here we foresee the Trust doomed to 
the enmity of ,all coal owners ~~q middleme:J}. ,There ,ar~ other schemes 
in connection with the Trust. Store~ are to be opened for tp.e sale of good 
bread stuffs at fair prices. One is already started, and i~ is hoped to put 
such stores in direct. communication with the actual raisers of the commo­
dities on sale, 

Such sch~mes will scarce,ly ·~ppeal, however, ' t9 thos~ ardent i·evolu­
tionists who look for:ward to a great day ~f battl~ and the morrow t,hat 
will usher i.n a new, and better state of,society. Ar;i.d yet it is much to be 
feared that, unless the men ~nd women who take them up, be anim~ted 
with a revolutionary spirit, not even a t~i:;riporary b<j;;nefit to mankind 
will result from them.· They sho~ld be fiel4s for the exercise and deve­
lopment of the Communistic instinc,t that is gr.owing more and more 
within us. The actual workers.in them. should at least be comrades to 
the extent of sharing aiike, even if there is but a 'crust to share, which . 

' is we believe what our Jewi£h comrades are doing in their Co-operative 
Bakeries in the East End of Lpndori. They might h~lp t~ spread a 
a feeling of brotherhood and solidarity if the work was carried out on 
terms of equality, each man taking on him the portion of labor for 
which he was most fitted, under the direction, but not the a utho­
rity, of the more experienced, a:i;i~ witho~t the .detestable system of 
,graduated wages-thus giv~ng the world an obj

1
ect lesson in our belief 

that though men's abilities djff!:)r vastly, their mater;ial needs are notso 
wide apart, and so it is accord!ng to men's needs, not abilities, we1 would 
portion out the wealth they all help to produce. 

·without these features no Co-operative scheme can help to disestab-
lish competitive . capitalism. . 

But why should it be difficult for men to organise the busi:hes:s of 
every day life on these principles? They do it as emigrants in strange 
countries while forming new settlements and when face to face with 
the difficulties of ~ntouched 

1
N ature. ' Ought it ·no't be much easier for 

them to organise fraternally within reach of all the comforts and appli­
ances that are hoarded in the gre,at centres of civil life? 

The sight of sordid misery presses hardest on the minds of those who 
find no comfort in the popular anodyne,-political agitation. To them, 
more often than to any others, doe~ the question present itself: Why 
do we delay any longer to organiRe omselves for the conquest of bread? 
For they know it is the difficulties in the way of obtaining food and . 
shelter th3:t chain men in the old hateful labor grooves, making them 
eontend with one another for places ~hat will only bring them in some 
scrap-, from the master's table. Immediate and natural needs force 

And is it not amazing th~t the Trades Unions who are .contemplating 
thecreationof an enormous fund for parl~amentary purposes have not yet 
thought of applying any of the thousands at their command to schemes 
on the Brotherhood Trust principle? The S.cotch, miners, who struck 
for" better pay" five months ago, have now returned to work on the 
old terms, " defeated at e:very poinF' , It has cost the Unions £80,000 
to keep the, strikers and their .families in a sta~e of non-productivenm;S 
and semi-starvation for: fifteen we~ks. Sure!y -the money would have 
been better spent in getting rid of the masters, by buying them out, if 
they are to be bo.ught, ~han in unsuccessfully trying to make terms with 
them. Any way, such an offer from the unions, even if unsuccessful, 
would fix a wholsome departure. 

The fact is, we are :suffering not so much from want of" better pay" 
as from want of better spirit, or should we say better habits? Truiy, 
as Amiel says, "for the guidance of life habits do more than maxims, 
because habit is a living maxim, become instinct and incarnate. · To 
reform our maxims is nothing, it is but to change the title of the book. 
To adopt new habits is everything, for that is to attain life in its sub­
stance." And in the end we '.'hould all find that every new habit, oon­
taining even an atom of the ideal we are all professing would mean, too. 

·men to sell themselves, yet many only feel the horror o.f their positio:r;t 
when they cannot :find a purchaser. Such men in continental countries, 
'Wh~re they a:,e policed and repressed in every way, . become sometimes 
fur~o:us enemie~ o~ society. Here, where a man may let off steam at a 
t>ohtical or Soc1,ahst meeting-- well, lie generally l~ts it off, or he 
becomes a what s-the- good-of-doing-anything-human. ·~ 

"better pay." . . 
N.F.D. 



THE 
CONQUEWLi_J?F BRKAD. 

By PETER KRoPo'rKINE. 

. CHAPTER VII.-C:i;,oTHING. 
WHEN the houses have become the common heritage of the citizens, and 
when each man has his daily i·ations of food, another forward step will 
have to be taken. 'l'he guestion of cl9thing wilJ of coµrse demand con­
sideration next, and again the only possible solution will be to take 

, passe~ion, in tlw name of the peo~ple, 0£ :;tll th~ shops and warehouses 
. wner·e -clothin tY' is sold or stored, and to throw open t \1e doors to ~11, so 
th3:t each"ca'.r1 °ta,l{e' what

1
he needs., rrhe COIDmunalisation Of clothing­

;the right of ·each to take what he needs from the communal stores, or 
_ to have i~ .made· .fos him at the tailoll'S and outfitters-is a necessary 
.. ,coi~Olf~i~y; of the c.C?mmunpJts,aFon of houses, and fo?d. . : .. 

Obviorn~ly, we shall not ~1~Wd, for tluvt, to despoil all citizens of theiP 
coap,s, to pl1t all the ga1 meJ-~ts · in ?-; heap ~nd draw lots. for them, as our 

.. critics, w}th eq~rnJ :"'.iP, apd ii1gen~nty, s;.:&f?e,!'t: L~~ h~m who has a qoat 

. ke<ilp it still--na)', if he ha;v,e ten ~oats it is.·h1ghly;unprobable that any 
one, will w1;tnt to depr{ ve him of them; for it\Ot->t folk would prefer a: n~w 
co:;i,t to one t,hat has ~lre~dy graced, the shoulders of some. fat bourge~ls: 
and there, ~~11 'be eriough r~e,w ga~ment. aJ?.d , to sp~re without havmg 
recourse to second-hand wardrobes. . , 
' · If '\ve ~ei·J to. Gake ·~in in{rentory' of kll the clothes and stuff for cloth­
ing accumulil.t,ed iii the sliops and stor:es of the large, tbwris, we shduld 
:fin9. probably tha't i'n Paris, Lyoiis; Bordeaux, and Mars~illes th,ere was 
enough to en.able th1

0 co'rrimune to offer garments to all the citizens, of 
both s~xes. and if all we~re not suited at dnce the communal outfitters 
would s'oor: make good 'these sh~rtcomi?gs. "\Ve know how rapidly our 
great tailoring a11d dressniaking ·establishments w~rk now-a-days, pro­
vided as they 'are 'with i:nachinery SP,'ecfally adapted for production on a 
, ( I 1 

large scale. 
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everything beautiful in life and art." 
"Certainly not!'' we reply; and we still base our opinion on what 

already exists. We ptopose to show presently how an Anarchist society 
could satisfy the most artistic tastes of its citizens without allowing 
them to amass the fortunes of millionaires. · 

'k,*" Vv e here bring to a close that portion of "The Conquest of Bread " which 
we intend to publish as· a pamphlet shortly. The complete English 

· translll.tion of ~(ropotkine's great book, wi vrai poeme, as Zola has called. 
it, will be published probably next year. We shall notify all particulars 
in due time. 

Propaganda in Norwich. 

No DOUBT comrades in other places are anxious to know w:hat the ,com­
rades did here du.ring the 'l'rade-Congress week. Well, considering we 

• have no speakers of our own, we did a very good week's propaganda. 
Our Comrade Presberg came down the Sunday before, and commenced 

by an afternoon meeting in the Market-place. A Social Democrat should 
have spoken, but he did not turn up. His supporters had a platform 
drawn up in the place we generally stand, so seeing they were not using 
it we as,ked if we could speak from it, l?ut to our s_urprise they refused 
to allow anything of the kind. A bit of narrow-mindedness we hope 
Ana.rchists will not be guilty of if ever they are in a similar position. 
We then as~ed if they wollld shift their waggon, because they had the 
centre and best position of the square. This they did not until one of 
them got up :;ind informed the meeting assembled that no Socialist ad­
dress would be delive'red that afternoon as their speaker had not turned 
up. But Pr~sb~rg jumpEd upon our chair and told the audience that 
an Ana~chist address would be delivered· in its stead, which was received 
with applause, the whole audience remaining. 'Ve made a ·collection 

1 
of four shilli?gs. Ip , the evening, Presberg lectured at o,ur prem~es . 
Mond~y was the opening of the great Congress. · · 
. The first day consisted in · welcoming the delegates by the 

, "But .evei·y one will wap~ 'a s'a~Je_'.iin1ed coat or a velvet gown!" Mayor and city Member of Parliament. Mr. Coleman, a mighty manu-
excl!:tim our adversaries. l r facturer, who pays his ,girls as low as any master, also sincerely welcomed 

: 'E Hihkly, ,~e do not befieve it. Every woi11an does not dote on \,elvet, them. Mr. Hoare, a rich Tory banker, invited them to his place in 
" nor doJs every man dreari1 of sable 'linings: "'Even i~ow, 'if w~ were to Cr0mer, which w·as received with terrific applause. We fancy there 

'ask each ,:Vom~n to choos'e l1er go'\vrl~ '.
1

we'. . 'Should find some to prefer a must be something wrong with 1'rade Unionism, at least it canno.t be 
sii:npl'e, practical garrhei1t\ q all the ·fantastic tH1nmings the fasluonable very dangerous to the capitalist for him to welcome it in this ·way. In 
world affects. ' ' ' i ' · the evening, we h~d another large meeting. 

Tastes ~hange with the times, and the ,fashion.sin vogue at the time · It is impossible to go all through the Congress comedy, their paper 
of tlie Revolution w1H C'er:tai'nly ' make for simplicity. 'Societie$, like resolutions etc. We :I.now that these resolutions will be of no avail if 

: individual's, J:iave ,th'eir llOU.rS Of co°\vardice, but JtlSO their heI'OiC mol.-nents; they ha Ye no force to back them with, as the capitalists Will give them 
anJ though ' the society of to-day cuts a vel:·y poor figure sunk in the only so much as they have 'power tO take." When 'they are strong enough 
pursuit bf ~aiTow persomH int!ere'sts and se'co.nd-rate ide~s, it wears a to enforce their resolutjons, they might as well go il'.!- for the taking 
different 1;1ii· when great crises come. It has 'its moments of greatness over the land aud means of ll.fe; an<;l straight off abolish employers and 

· ~nd entnt:.siasm. Men o( generous nature will gain · the power which E)nd for ever not only abuses but the cause of them .. 
' · fo-:day is in the hand of~ 'j9bbei ·s. S-elf-de'votion will spring u:P; . and On Tuesday night, Mr. John Burns, Esq., M.P., &c., de~ivered an 
' ~. noble deeds beget their like; even the egoists will think shame to hang address on T1·~<;le Unionis~, an address which left the people just .as 

· ba:'ck, and will be drawn in self's despite to admire, if not to imitate; much in the dark as to the remedy we require when he had finished as 
'the ·ge'ner·oi.1s and brave. · i · ' 

1 ' ' when he began. We distributed several hundred leaflets at his meet-
.. , · The great Revolution of 1793 abomi ds ih exa'ipples ·of this kind., ·and ing. He could not end his a:dd1•ess without giving his usual hit at the 

it i~ ever during such "times of .spiri'tual revival-as natnral to societies. Anarchists, which, much' to his disgust, brou_ght him no applause. I 
'as fo individuds--that f4e spring4ide of entlrusiasm sweeps humanity think comrades should give his meetings, wherever they are, a good 
on wa1·ds. supply of literatu.re, until he has the honesty to properly debate the 

.. , "vVe do not wish to exaggEtrat~ the pa1~t p,layed by such noble passions, subject, as he is so fond of abusing our principles. ' 
:nJr is ':i:t upon them that w~ would found our ideal of society. But we On ;the Wednesday evening, the Land Restoration Leagu~ held a 

(, are not ~sking too . much ~f we expect their aid in t.iding over the first _meeting in the Market-place. Comi·ade Presberg asked to be allowed 
i ;arrd 'most diffi'cult ·moments. We cannot hope that our daily life will to speak after they had done; he did so, and showed the absurdity of 

be continuously inspired by such exalted enthusiasms, but w~ may". natipnalising the land without the capital and made a good address on 
· expect their aid at the first, and ,that is all we need. Communism, which carnied ,the audience with him, receiving but a· very 

It is just to wash the earth c1ean, to .sweep .away ,the shards and weak reply from their speaker. · . 
·· refuse ac~um~la,ted by cent.uries of slavery and oppression, that the new On Thursday, ,the Collectivist resolution was passed. Thursday 

. Anarcfiist soc_iety; will have: ~eed qf .this wave of pro,therly love. Later evening saw the feature of the week. It consisted of a meeting being 

1 
} ' ~m ~t can exist ;with01.~t ,app·e'.1lin,g t.~ the spirit of ,self-sacrifice, because held by the Independent ,Labor Par.ty, with all their leading guns. The 

, , it will have eliµi.inated oppressio:p and thu5ipreated a new world1instinct addresses on 'the 'vhole we:i:-e very good. They commeI;lced by singing 
with all the feelings of solidarity. · · '~ No Master " anli other 'Socia.list songs, rather out of tune, by the way, 
' B~sid~s, should the ch~racter of' the Revolution be such as we have 'but there were a good number of our comrades present, and they Eioon 

sketched here,- the free iu'iti~ti;e of individuals would find an exten~ive put them right, singing them with a vigour and fe1•vour which surprised 
1?.el~ of action in thwarting the efforts of the egoists. Groups would .t4e · I.L.P. and must h,ave made theni think they were rather late. 

~\ , I spririg up in eve.Dy .st:i;-eet and quarter to :undertake 'the charge of the During "the evening, they gave. some very hard knocks to the present 
~ · ·'. d othin!g. Th~y ";~)uld make ipventories of<.a'fl tlmt the city possessed, system, wh~ch were well received, but we know that wh,y they we.r~ so 

·: 'and would find out approximately what were the resources at their dis- well ·received .. was owing to the work that has been done by our .corn-
'· posal. It is m'ore ' than likely that itl the matter of clothing the citizens rades in "the past and .the sacrifices that they have made. 

'woµ_id' adopt the same prin:ciple :as in. the matter of provisions-that is , ,Friday witnessed . tpe , pasf3ing of the resolution against 
0to' say,_ they woul<J.l offer freely from 'the commbn store everything which foreign immigratfon. vVhat:consistency afte~· Thursday's resolution_! In 

r ·was to be found in' abuntlance, and dole o,ut wh!atever wa's 'limited in the evenii;g, wh!.lst the delegates were regaling themselves at ~he 
q uantity. · · . · · ' · t , 

1 
· ' .i_Thfayor's ·expen~se in ~t. Andrew's Hall, Comrade Presberg was spea~ng 

~. ' ' Not being able to· offe1· to",each man a s.xble~ li.ned coat, an8. to e~ery t'd a' good meeting 9utsido ·upon Anarchism and the Alien resolution. 
I \voma:n .a velvet gow'n, ·sbciety wo"ctld probably O.istinguish between the After he nad ·finished-a"Trade Unipnist delegate got up and endorsed 

superfl.ous and the necessary, and, provis6nally' at least', class s~ble and. ··our comrade's remarks. 
(' velvet am~ng the superfluities of .life ; ready to let time prove whether Saturday saw the close of the Congrefs, ':;tnd the impression that it 

·\vhat is ·a luxury to-day .-may Not become ;cwmmoi1 •to all to-mor·row. left was t-hart, ,providing. all t~ese de:egates could change places with our 
Wh.ale the necessary clothing wo_uld be , guad1l1t.eed to :each lnhabitant present legislators, W would be no' gain, to us. But one could not help 

t . of th:e Anarchist city, it would be left to· private' beneficence ,to provide ·-thinkir,ig that if there had been'. a few Anarchist comrades there .as dele­
,.. .1.; Ioli lihe sick and 1feeble those .t'hiI:lgs;proiisioI1aJllJ C<'.msidered ·as,luxuries, , gates .it W0~1Jd have been a good1 thing for' our propaganda . . ~aturday 
- .. ' to: promfre for t'he. less rol§ust suqh speciaharticles as would . not ·enter '-#ternoon; 'they had · the usual procession ~rnd demonstration, wit~ bands 
,.. " ·-into ·the daily consumpti?l!.l. 0Lordin:a1:~' ·c,-iti~.ens.· - · - ' and -banners. It was a good turn ·out, 1 but the ' effect was spoiled by 
l 1 • l. • • • ·· 1 , 1 ·~ • · ,ri · · ·very' bad. 'weather: We inte,1~ded talcing part in that dem.onstration1 

" B~1t," it may be urged, " this grey uniformity ·m~ans the .etid of · although for· a differept o,bje?t. ' C9mptde _:urner arrived ' by the ~con 
... _ 't 
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train, and we expect.ed Comrade Mowbray, but he did not arrive until 
later. We hired a waggonette and followeµ in the procession to the, 
place of meeting, an outlandish ,place situated about two miles from the 
city-one of the worst placas ·that could have been chosen. There w;:ts 
a lovely rain falling during the parade an,d demonstration. When we 
reaGhed the ground we were kindly informed that our vehicle would not 
be allowed in, and that we should have to speak from the ground. So 
'""e had to back our stallion away. ' There were already three meetings 
going on . Burns's, the.J.L.P.'s, and the ordinary master-loving Trade· 
Unionists'. As the weather got better, Presberg and Turner addressed 
a fair meeting. In t'he evening, about thi1 ty of us had tea at our club. 
After tea we had an outdoor meeting, addressed by Com:eades Mow: bray, 
Turner, and Presberg. vVe again adjourned to our club and kept it 
up till morning, spending a thoroughly jovial evening, such a one as we 
had not had for some time. 

Sunday turned out a fine day, and we had three meetings out of doors, 
and, in spite of having to compete with three other meetings going on 
at the same time, we collected 15s., besides a fair sale of literature. At 
night, Turner lectured to a full room upon "Anarchism and 'Frade 
Unioni~m." It was a fine lecture and should be in print. We invited 
Trade Unionists to turn up and discuss with ~s, but they did not do so. 
This lecture was the finish of our week's propaganda, an'd on the who!e 
it was very successful. 

Presberg spoke again on the Monday night, again on the Sunday, and 
fi.lso on the Sunday after that, when he bade farewell, leaving for Man -
chester, after working hard for the cause here for three weeks. 

Now, how do we stand at present? The.re has lately been formed a 
branch of the Social Democratic Federati'on, and also a branch of the 
Independent Labor Party. This is good, because it will ·give an impetus 
to us. vVe stand better now than ever we have done in the pa,st, for 
then when we were strong in numbers most of the rnembe·rs did not 
know what the principles meant; most of them the I.L.P. has now~got. 
And, although we are smaller in numbers, those that are with us are 
sour.cl~ vVe have made converts this las~ year or two who are willing 
to work as hard and sacrifice as much as the old comrades. It was 
reported a little while back that we had obtained the Gordon Hall again. 
We were told at first we could have it, afterwards th'at we could ·not, 
and that it could not be let to Anarchists. Since then, we have taken 
over the Radical Club premises and made an Anarchist Club of them, 
\vhere discussions are held every Sunday night. 

·Before closing this, there is aµ interesting item to be mentioned. 
Comrade Presberg challehg'ed Mr. De~ves, the Trade-Congre~s president, 
to a debate. Delves accepted, but named a date when Presberg would 
be away. It wa,s finaUy .arranged duFing Fresberg's absence from 
Norwich. On the night fixed, Delves turned up, also a large audience, 
but no Presberg, owing to his receiving his ticket too late. Delves 
afterwardi:; expressed his willingness to dehate with any other Anarch­
ist, and, as it will cost too much to pay Comrade Presberg's fare frc1m 
Manchester, our Comrade Turner has taken up the question. If Delves 
does not shirk it, the debate will take place during November, •and a 
report of it"' will be sent to· Fr·eedom. · 

0 v·E-R T H __ E ·w·A-T E'R. 
A Reuter tele~ram annurrced October ~th that eighty-six Gre~k army 

(}reece. otlicers charge~ with being concerned in the attack on ·the 
. offices of the ,Akropolisnewspaper. have been tried and'acquit­

~ed 1 unammously by the court-martial. The unfortunate ' editor . t has 
~vVitte~ _by .r~quest .in the P qU- ~1£.all Gazette, October .17, his acco.urit 'of 
t'he affair, from which we cannot do better than quote. ' 
. "For some years past the Akropolis did not enjoy the •favor of that section of 

:lrn .officers of the Greek a_rmy to whoi;i.1 ~he .pub~ic safe~y of the country was chie'fiy 
entrnsted: The A kropolis was of opm10n that secunty, more ospecially in the 
new provmces (Thessaly), would have been rapidly r e-established if the deta~h­
ments told off for that purpose set about it in a more sensible ma11her. It could 
not.approve of ~he :nethods. adopted in the pursuit of the bands of brigands and 

· ~ngitiv~s from Justice who mfested these provinces, and who not onry rendered 
l.mpo~sibl: the. work .o~ .peaceable agriculturists, but imposed upon ·them' h'eavy 
contributions m addit10n to the already onerous Stat9 taxation. The officers' in 
comman~, - kno\ving that the peasants' were 'often cogni'sh:nt of the r whereal:!Outs 
of the bnga~ds, but were deterred by fear and sometimes by motives of interest 
from betraymg them, made use ·of indiscriminate violence aaainst the peasantry. 
FJ~e ~k~opoli~ condem!led these tactics, not only ,as absolut~ly barbarous:· but as 
111~~1d1cious, smce the mnocent were·'made to suffer along with the 'guilty. 

. A second caus? o~ resent_ment was soon added to. this. 'l'ill the begini'ng of 
·tl11s .year the provmc1al. police . were i;J.ependent upon- the mayors, who, serying 
the rnterests. of the fact10ns which elected· them, recruited the police force frdm 
am?~gst ~~en least rep~tab~e- f~ll~v~rs~ an.cl u~ed it a_s a means of persecution of 
thea ,political adversanes. .~lus ev1l l~ad attamed such proportions that from 
the ~.~t o'. J am~ary last .a 'm1<1htary :rohce.' ;was established, throughout theJdµg-
1tlo:i1, ~n . y1_rtue of a. law aue to ~M • .. '}'.:ncoup1s-. The'Akropoli's-was anxious to rendei· 
this nuli~ary police' acceptable and -popular, and in a series ofarticles demanded 
onlJ:, tha_t :t should pro.v~ it~e~f not. dep~nclent upon a factio;n, , but serving 1 ali 
~10.nes.t c1t1zens, l:iw;ab1d111g, impa:tial1 m~ependent. f1;on.1. ,Gonrn,i3\~p.tal . in~er­
le1ence, ·and."'sUbJect ~mly to the dictates of law anq Justice. Unfoi:tunately; t]J.is 
ttope rw~s, veiy s0on•d1spelled. Very many of the p'olice officers, ,,..'and .especially 
{i1e police .~erg.eants, who :vere christened astypfiylakes,. al"rnga·ted t o_themse1ves 

. 0}~j:~:.1~01 ~,ty - n?t 0~1ly of Judge~ of ,t-he mos.t hai~arous .epochs, but of. etx:ecutors 
whi . eu 01\~n .J.u~,t1ce. A i~ov.el/scale of cl}a~tisem~,nt~ was ,spo,n ipiprov·ised, 
whach, s,tai trng wi.tl~ oaths and ~nsults . trav:el~ed th7, entire gj1m,1~t_ of cutt;s, kic~s, 

. cks, and ·cowlndmgs,, and often ended rn the more ex-peditious mode of sum­
~~~i.ytdea_th. · N ~t a few ci.tizens•were sent' t ol 'Hades 1by the revolvers -of th'e mili~ 
·-f l~·hce, wlu~_e> the. h~rculeim palm of a g,allant' ,offieer is reck,oned t<!l ha<ve 
~l o~i ti1~e .. da~s ~!-~h e vict11it. whom it s3no.te. .. 3uch . e:-:cesse~. co.u.~d ,but jmpose rf ti . b Ak?_oporsL. the d l'. ty of protestrng fo1p .bly fl,ga~wit theu daily occurrenc;e. 

·thei~eie if' e!inec the ennnty not only of the officers implicated, ·but 9( tl).013e Jof 
co eae;aes w o appro,Ted of th-cse violent proceedings. · ~ 

"\V HAT ANGERED THE OFFICERS. 

"A third grie'vance, of \vhat may be called a platonic nature, next appeared 
as a cloak of the more substantial. grudges. On M. 'l'ricou}!is instituting the 
calamity of national default, the Akropolis, wishing to turn into substance what 
he had only promis·ed in w'Ol'tls, 'that Gi·ee~e sliould now dra\.Y in its sails,' 
ur ge·d s'treni.wusly that econoin.ies ·should be sought f,or in the army and navy by 
means of an organisatfon similar to that of S\vitzerlancl, Norway, and Sweden, 
instead of the present travesty of that of the great military Powers. It also 
advocat'ed p~tting a stop, tenworarpy at 'least, to the creation of new officers, 
whose number far exceeds the proportion sanctioned by the great armies of Europe, 
In these recommendations of the A.kropoli's. the best and most enlightened ofiicers 
concurred, but they were not to the .taste of thc _majoriiy. 

"The deciding incident was 6ne \Vhich concentrated the animus of all the 
young officers of the Athenian garri~on. 3 officers of the Artillery and E1Jgineers 
waylaid and inflicted sever.e injt'tries tipo1i 'a student of the university, who one 
even~ng ~vas returning ' h<.:>i1~~.'. I wasJ hen aq_sent in Yie_nn~ ; .:but my substitute, · 
cons1dermg the constant recurrence o( su0h atttteks upon unarmed citizens; and 
the v10l_ence of the military police, published a succession of articles, decilledly 
severe m tone, but absolutely jus t;_i)u_pi ·it and irrefutable iu the statements 
th_e.y contained. 'l'he Akropohs demancl ed that it should be recognised tha t the ­
nuhtary hall 110 speeial rig ht over the bodies ancl souls of private citizens. -

" 'l'his was the last drop which made the cup overflow, in the guise of the 
destruction of the printing presses an cl 1ihe offices of the Akropolis, · aml of the­
very privato r esidence of my family. , You cles\re me t q describe. the,se eye_nts. -
It would be most painful to me to <lo so. I prefer to quote in substance the . 
~ccount furnished by the Athenl' correspoudeut of the Nea Ime1·a of 'l'riaste, a 
~ou-rnal ,,.hich•has eanrnd for itself the cofidence and t4_e respect of t·he Gre'eks·" 
111 all parts of the world: - ' The captains in command (>If tl'l.e infan•try, artillery, · 
cav~lry, and engineers, having inst,J.; ucted their subalt.ep1s to be in readiness in , 
then barracks, sent towards the afternoon wonl that they should repair to the 
]~ilitaTy_ Club, be_~{ring hatchets and the othPr 9~igi·n e s~of \~ir usually in r equisi· 
tion agamst hostile fortresses. 'l'his done, the expecliti'on set out, ·one hundred 
anc~ ~fty officers in uniform, and bParing their swords, r taking the lead. On 
arn vrng at the office of the . Akropolis, they bruke open the door. eror at tfiat h our 
of an August clay, when every one is taking his siesta., ouly the porte::r was op­
posed to the Lesiegers), and the armed rabble J·ushed in, while a cordon was 
established keeping the passers-by at a distance. and the officers cl.ischarged their 
revolvers b.y way ot' warning. 'l'he first two stories occupied by the offices of the 
Akropoli's w.ere soon reduced to ruins, the swordso r the oiiicers vyinrr in the work 
of destr~1ction with the hatchets wielded by the soldiery. W or'!!>~ scenes were 
enacted m the floor above, the private i·esid.ence of Mr. Gal)l'ielidi, who, be it 
remarked, is absent in Vienna, and who is not r esponsible f'ur the articles which 
called forth this destruction of his property. 'l'he wreckage being thrown out of 
the windo\YS was received with enthusiastic cries. 

THE P A'HT 01" THE' POLI CE. 

"The garrison then turned its fury to the printing ofil!:e in the back yard~ ' . 
where everything was laid waste. The pillage apd destruction continued un­
checked for a whole hour, while no sign of police authority was visi'ble. At last 
the chief of th e gendannerie, the Corrpnissioner of Police, and the Oornmanclunt 
de Place leisurely put in an 3tppearance, rand ' hav.ing chatted in a friendly way . 
:vith their c~mrades confined themselves ,to guarding the wreckage and dispers- . 
rng the crowd of citizens, which grew in 'numbers a1rd 'in anger.1 'Fina'lly, 
messieurs the officers, finding not11ing more to destroy, returned agafo in a •body ' 
to thoir club, the hatchet-be.arers at their head.'" · 

Here we have a · year's record of military and police violence penned by, -
a man by·no means a revolutionary, far exceedin'g the list of outrages 
committed within the last three years in the name of revqlution 
all over Europe. · 'l'he "creeping ·Saxon" of these isles has evidently 
shot far ahead of the Greek, to wh0m he owes all the cultu~e he posse~ses. · 
Servile as editors generally are, we cannot imagine any British editor's 
be~~g compelled·fo shut ,h~s' niouth -in ·so sumrriary a fashfon. If the 
modern Athenians allow such a grave sca~d~:iil as t~is unanimous acquit­
tal of their military bravoes· to-'pass without protest we must only con­
sider that not a spark remains in1t heir br~asts of ihe glorious spirit of 
ancient Greece. Nay, we shall be forced ~ithe11· to consider that spirit 
as an invention of the poets, ?I' regard the ·men ·now dwelling in Athens 
as the descendants of base-born shwes. ' ' 

1'he editor of the A~kropolis, od-Clly enough, says in the conclusion of 
Pctll 1¥ all Gazette article that " this period of time is remarkable for the­
gradual prevalence of an unalloyed-ptwliarnentar-is~n." rStill more od4ly 
he adds that, " as things are .now constituted in'Gi~eece," only the King1 

can'. lead in the reforms hei•su.ggests should be made. ·Poor Greece! 

"Midland Federation. 
, November lOth and ,llth, a ;9ol;ference was held at.Manchester; convened by 

the Anarchist Group ,there, to cpnsider means fo1: ~ ,closer uni:m am,ong the Lan· 
cashire, Yorbhire, and Midland Groups. Tliirty delegates attended. 

It was agreed unanimously:-
lst, :That a Federntio1~ o£Jall1:Mi-idlan'd •Groups should be formed, to be t'ermetl 

The Mitj.Jand .fyna;l'cl!,ist ~,gd~J~t..ibn. . · 
2nd, Th.at the object of the F t;Jderation is the fom1ation of .a lecture list,. 

the exchange. of speakers, the ... obtaining o I' speakers outside the Federa.-
, tion, the opening tip of new ... fi@Yds ·of propaganda, the formation of a 

central fund for special pui;poses, aiicl in ·order to enable the strongeq,troups 
to help the ·weaker,·1 aud to. s.tart new. ones,. and to find and utilise all pos-
sible methods of spre~~di~g ~11~rc~is£ ideas. . . 

3r\f, That the Cen,~ral ~mid be, recruited by voluntary subscnption~ from. 8.ll 
the gro1{ps inchi.ded, donatiohs, etc.; ho amount being fixed, but in case 
of need, the Financial Secretary to write to the va·rious gro.ups for contri­
butions. 

4th, 'l'hat a Corresponding Secretary, also a Financial Secretary a.ncl Treas-
urer, be appointed. ,, · . · 

5th, Tl;iat the SeC\fltaryJ~m~~li!!-pe lj\ put. h1ii;i~~e1f in c9mmunicet}.on with all 
groups, , and isolat~_W, c91!1rad ~ i.~1 town_s where groups do _not exist, a:1cl 

_proceed t,o th~·,draWUJgnp of~ lecture ~1st for the Federation, also a list 
· of ler.turers and their siibj e ts for. general use. 

,It was furth~r .proposed to . ~tart q. p ~.;per to .represent the N orthern and Mid­
land-.views of Ana1:chism, w;hich was :::igreed ,to by all prese.:i:it, and each cleleg·ate 
di:vect.te9, to impress upon hi~ group ·the necessity of special su_bscriptions for. this 
1pu_lip0se. , 1 , • , 1 . 

Comracle W. Hough~on, o{r~S; Ta:avi~-$tpeet, Manchester, has been appqinted 
Financial Secretar,y and-Tre::istH'tr ; Comra0.c Alf. Barton, pf 54, Ccrltenham-s t., 
C. -on-1\'1., Manchester, Corresponding S~.cretary, pro, tern., .to wliom all comrades 
an.cl g\oups d~si;rOU!? to_ as~ist. th.<: ~r,OP,f,ga_ti,011 of Anarchism in the N ortbern and 
Mitlland Counties are mvited to cohunumcate. 
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N 0 T°E S. 
PURITY. 

Some time ao-o, a comrade wrote to us; as follows:-
. "New ideas ~re making rapid progr~ss now-a-days, and it is indeed a 

healthy sign to see the sex question amemg 'ot.hers bein~ rationally ~is­
.cussed. The Westminster Review for)\fay cont~med an artwle by Besw1cke 
Ancrum which deserves nptice, if only for the fact that it is so difficult . 
to get even so-called ad va.nced . people to P,iscuss this subject. The writer 
of coune is· not an Anarchist, but he nevertheless says some very 
sensible things- things. which need saying without mincing matters. 
Here is an idea which is refreshing to hear ·so manfully expressed :-

" P1.r'ity ! Let us have it by all mean,; . J3 ut I · protest agains t the monstrous 
doctrine,. that tht,• .. :e is impurity in Rll sexual coming together of man and woman 
unless done under cover of marriage according to law. The id ea that marriage accord­
ing to law can make pure what was before impure 1rnems to me almost too ridiculous 
to merit serious consideration. There may indeed be impurity in sexual relations, 
whether among the married or the unmarried, as the1'e may be excess and degra­
dation in the natma.l functions of eating and. drinking·; but that there is any 
impurity in the mere union of male and female; moved thereto by mutual 
inclination, I most strenuously deny: . . . Let us then by all means have 
purity ; but, , in the name of reason and morality, let us not affect to 11ee a. 
lack of it in the natural satisfaction of natural desires. . And let us beware 
of cohfounding purity with chastity. If by the latter term is to be under­
stood, as it so commonly is, abstention from the exerciise of the sexual functions, 
then chastity is no virtue. '' , 

CLEANSING " THE -EMPIRE." 

Since then we have had the question ·of purity raised and discussed 
in every paper, and from pulpit an~ platfotm.throughout .the country. 
Such discussions have been, however; for the most part, ba.lren, simply 
th:rough want of a common ,understanding as to what constitutes purity. 
Purity is too frequently confounded with chastity, just as abstinence is 
mistaken for temperance. _We cari.not agree with the methods Mrs. 
Ormiston Chant and her friends are using to lessen the evils of prosti­
tution, but we can sympathise with their desire to make ·it difficult for 
capitalists connected with the Empire Theatre to make a profit out of 
women who sell their bodies and the degraded appeHtes of the men who 
1?.uy them. Bernard Shaw's criticism qf Mrs. Chant's statement that a 
prostitute could. earn from £20 to £30 a week at the Empire lounge is 
perhaps the sanest utterance concerning this sordid subject. While 
doubting the truth of the statement1 Mr. Sh~w, .in the Pall Jl:fall .Qazette 
of Oct. 16th, utilises it to point. out that in earning eighteen shillings a 
week, the " mo:izal minim um " wage proposed for women by the London 
County Council, yoqng .and vigorous girls "would have to sacrifice their 
beauty, their youth, their health, and their self-respect far more com­
pletely than any ;WQfllan, however licentious, need do with an income 
-0f a thqus:md a yea1~ at h~r command." ' 

''A DAMNING FACT." ., 

Mr. Shaw goes 0~1 to ~ay that . his scepticisn;i. as to earnings of the 
ordinary woman on the streets "does not affect the damning fact-that 
if a poor girl .... is pretty and lady-like it is better for her to trust \ 
to the protection of some .r:ich an~ tolerably kind . man of the upper 
classes than to place heTSelf at the disposal of modern capitalism as a 
barmaid, a whitelead worker, a sempstress, a matchgirl, or half-a-dozen 
of the other alternatives offetecl by us to women as the reward of virtue. 
It cannot be too clearly understood t4at, ;it is not the foolishly o'pen­
handed young gentlemen of The Empire lo.unge who cheapen women. 
l t is our pious shareholders, who u~e .them up b:y the thousand and who 
make them into most ugly living pictures 9f pt·ematu'.re old age, clad in 
miserable garments that have an indecency far more disgraceful to us 
than the rosy nothings worn by the more for.tunate living pict~res at 
t he music-halls." We wish the members of the National Vigilance 
Society could see things as clearly as Mr. Bernard Shaw; their present 
p urblind views only enable them 'to stir up the muck of our great 
cities, and perhaps cart 1t to a little distance, whei~e the corrupt matter 
spreads infection just as widely as before. 

A PROPHECY WHICH MAY BE FULFILLED. 

"Be not deceived," citizens of London ."God is not mocked· whatsoever 
yo~ sow you shall'reap.". ~f you · allo>~ the clerical party, in th~ interests of 
t hen fatal supremacy, to lllJl,lre the bodies and to stunt the minds of the boys 
a nd girls. of Lond~n, thos~ boys and girls, when they become men and women 
and r ealise the lifelong . n:reparable injury you have done them, will hate the 
clerical l)arty and the re~1gion :you repi'esent as they hate r eligion on the conti­
nent ~o-day. Messrs., Riley, D1ggle, & Co. are sowing a fine crop of Agnostics, 
A theists, and Anarchists. · You may starve the poor little shiverino- bodies and 
t he trembling little minds of the children now, but when they are old enough to 
th~nk and to speak and t? act they will make you and your children pay an awful 
p nce for the deadly and ureparable wrong ycll:il ·are doing them. Clericalism to­
day means savage revolution to-tnorrow. ' , 

So said the Jl:fethodist Ti11ies. But it is scarcely fair t6 attribute all the 

hon?r of raising such a crop to the Clerical party. Religion a~d its 
professors have, however, very often helped to bring matters to a crisis~ 
There are maI\y folk who patiently end-µre oppression in the name of 
capitalism that kick violently when it is in the name of God . 

THE BEST SAFEGUARDS OF A ' FREE CONSCIENCE. 

We think, however, that too much importance has been attached by 
London. non~sectarians to the impudent attempt .on the .part of the 
champions of the old faith to cripple the consciences of Board School 
teachers. It has been demonst rated by the last two years' wrangling 
among the members of the School Board that there is a strong minority 
there ready to vindicate the rights of free thought, but what is still 
more important, the recent elections have shown that among the electors 
there is a larga majority who believe that the best way to religion 
lies through the development of intelligence. Now there are also 
three strong obstacles between Church-superstition and the minds of 
our children : the teachers, the parents, and nature. The mere prepa­
ration for their profession has led most of the teachers to a broader way 
of thinking, which daily contact with the children of the workers could 
not serve to narrow. Three thousand five hundred of these are banded 
in a very strong union to resist any religious tests that may be imposed 
upon them, and it will still rest mainly . with the teachers what shall 
be taught. Even supposing the doctrine of the Three Gods 
can be enforced by the Board. ·and accepted by the teachers, 
whose chances of promotion would, in that case, of course depend 
upon the amount of servility they displayed, there would still be the 
par~nts to be reckoned with. No one can doubt which impresses a child 
most; the precepts taught in 'a crowded school or the precepts t~ught 
in the home life. It must always be remembered that, while there are 
sects and sectarians in the world, our children will get to know about 
them, but they ~ill also ask questions as the why and wherefore of these 
things. Thoughtful, reasoned answers to such questions do more to 
strengthen a child against superstitious errors than any attempts to keep 
them away from the religious instruction they are likely to get in Board 
or other schools. Then, to9, it must be remembered that it is a child's 
nature to believe nothing tJ;iat cannot be touched or seen, and the chil­
dren who enjoy religious exercises are few and far between'. They a~cept 
the religious formula when they hear those they love or respect repeat 
them; they reject them at once when utt~red by people they have no 
cause to like. If children se!3 ~heir fathers and mothers living honor .. 
able .lives without forms and ceremonies there need be no doubt 
bqt th.at the teaching of an impossible superstition will trickle through 
their heads 'like water through a E?ieve. 

CANTWELL AND QurnN.-Oct. 25, Comrade Cantwell was visited in· Wands­
wo~·th Prison .by L. Hyde, J. Turner, and W. Wess, who found him in good 
health and spirits. He has been employed making mail ·sacks; rather _hard 
work to hands unaccustomed to it. He sends greetings to all good comrades, 
Qllinn was visited by members of his own family at Wormwood Scrubs Prison. 
He also is well. Cantwell is looking forward to resuming work among us in a. 
couple of months time. Comrades cwing money to Cantwell for literature will 
greatly oblige by sending it in before Ja~rnary 22 to L. Hyde, 61, St.' 'Augustine's, 
road, Camden Town, N. W. 

Merlino's Tri~l: Remanded Twice. 
Our Comrade Merlino has been brought twice before the Court at Florence and 

twice remanded. Dui·ing his stay in London Merlino was sentenced in Florence, 
by default, to several years' imprisonment for press offences. .According to 
Italian law, defaulters .are judged by stipendiary magistrates, but if the accusedJ 
within the,year, enters a legal protest against the sentence passe<l upon him, he 
has the :i:ight,. "lvhen caught or if he surrenders himself, to be tried afresh. by~ 
jury·; falling to enter this protest, the sentence of the stipendi?-ry becomes binding. 
On the other hand,. the magisterial court must make known its sentence upon 
the defaulter by sending.a J:opy of it to his nominal place of residence or posting 
it up at the Town Hall of the city where the offence was committed, otherwise 
the sentence becomes -yoid. Medino, when sentenced, did not enter any protest, 
but it seems that the court failed to give the sentenee the necessary legal pub· 
licity. When Merlino was first brought before the court, the. Public Prosecutor 
declared that all the rflquired formalitie,s with regard to the sentence by default 
had been gone through. But the official report of .the posting of the sente~ce 
wa.s missing, and .the Pul;>lic Prosecutor charged Mer~ino's brother with havu1:g 
abstracted the document. A remand was .ordered to permit an inquiry into this 
charge, and Merlino's brother was foun.d by the Chamber of Indictment perfectly 
innocent of the disappearance of the document. .. . .. 

· October 30th, Merlino was brought up for the second time, and again the ;pub· 
lie Prosecutor declared that Merlino had no right to demand a tria~ by jury, .~ut 
the Court decided otherwise . . .A.n appeal was lodged before the Court of Oassation 
again11t th,is decis~on. Should the decision be up~eld, Me~·lino will be tried by .a 
jury on the old eliarge of ·press offences ; . otherwise he will have to undergo hlS. 
J.Ong term of iinP,risonment, unless amnestied. 

'.rhe ~osition. of Labo:r in. America. 

U~TIL a recent date, the workingmen of America were so truly imbued 
with the idea that they possessed 'indisputable political rights, and so 
deeply impressed with the importance and efficiency of these rights? ~hat 
they staked all the possibilities of their well-being on the capricious 
chances of the ballot-box. Yet they were aware that the newl1-e.le.cted 
legislators, soon after their elections, betrayed their trust. Within th~ 
last thirty years, they saw millionaires appear, grow and multiply and 
wages of the workers lower and sink. A few tramps began to rove o;i 
the highways and -to wander in the streets of the cities ; soon-th~1r 
number increased and reached the proportions of an army, :with contm .. 
gents in every part of the continent. . . . ·- . 

Years ago, I heard workingmen express their surprise and d1ssat1s ... 
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:!faction at these offensive phenomena, but to check the evil they invari­
·ably turned to the ballot- box. Years came and went; the ballot 
-corrected nothing, checked nothing of the growing supremacy of capital­
.ism. Yet the workingmen, with angelic patience, kept on looking to 
the forthcoming election to recover the ground lost at the preceding 
·one. At time::; . I would conjure up courage and frankly express my 
·doubt.:; about the efficacy of the ballot-box to right economic and social 
wrongs. I would tell them how in 1848 the workingmen of Paris, hav­
.ing overturned the monarchy, refused to lay down their smoking mus­
.kets to wash their powder-begrimmed faces and hands until they have 
.-elected new rulers in whom they might trust and had compelled the 
Rights of Labor to be recognised constitutionally; ·how the newly-elected 
•legislators complied with the demands of the armed peopl~ and pledged 
themselves to proviqe means of living by labor for all workers; how, as 
·soon as the people had laid down their arms, they began plotting to 
avoid fulfilling their pledges; how at the end of three months, during 
which the working class endured the most severe privations, the then 
·established government refused to redeem their promise, closed-up the 
national workshops and cast the workers on the street to starve, leav­
.ing them np alternative but to perish of hunger or to die in combat for 
.their ?·ights of lab01·; how the entire force of the law and the army was 
turned upon them; how, after four days of desperate fighting, tens of 
thousands lay dead, and tens of thousands perished in dungeons, on 
the galleys, and on the Island of Cayenne. Thu~ were the workingmen 
·batrayed . by the legislators of their own choice, chosen to perform a 
.specific task. The law of France was made to serve as an authority to 
execute the bloody suppression and as a justification of the tremendous 
.slaughter and the cruel subjugation of the working class. 
. The American workingmen to whom I related this historical illustra­
:tion as a warning failed to see how it might apply to their own case. 
1

' This happened in France," they would say, "in old king-l'idden 
Europe. But here, in Ameri9a, we, the people, constitute the govern­
ment; we can make and unmake it at will, just by using our right of 
.suffrage. We have a constitution which no legislator dare ignore, and 
_'that Constitution declares that •all men are created equal and endowed 
by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.' " 

Whilst the workingmen of America were thus rocking themselves to 
.:sleep with the lullaby of constitutional security and political privilege, 
the immense wealth of the country, natural and produced, became a 
:monopoly i'l.1 the hands of a few. Political and legislative power sank 
into subserviency to mofiopolists, and the toiling class grew entirely 

. -dependent on the whims and caprice of c~pitalists: The large strikes 
\vhich took place this year have been the means of proving beyond the 
8hadow of a doubt that the· Constitutior.i and the laws are, or may be 
made to be, simply instruments for the protection of the lives and the 
property of capitalists, and that working people " have no standing at 
Court." Practically, Labor, Organisations are declared illegal and strikes 
<lefined as conspiracy against employers and treason . against society. 
.Assemblages of workingmen ar~ brutally ~ttacked by the police and dis­
persed. Men are clubbed, dragged before the police magistrate, and 
fined for no other reason than that they are a menace to " peace -and 
-orcier." 

The great miners' strike of last spring, which spread over fifteen 
States, was crushed by force of arms, and betrayed by their l~aders, who 
:feared a serious uprising of the people. Thof;e "long-headed" leaders 
were so full of solicitude for the property of capitalists that they 
.declared the strike off. This caused thousandH of strikers to be ar:rested, 
,:fined, imprisoned; others were evicted and hunted to the woods, where 

: death by hunger awaited them., ~l?me returned to work at starvation 
wages, broken dvwn in body and i:c. mind, helpless in the h,ands of the 
viotorious and angered capitalis.ts, hopeless of ever breaking their 
fetters. · · 

. . The railroad strike of July last was .the spontaneous expression of the 
·discontent of millions in the Republic. It assumeq. proportions unpre­
?edented in the annals of __ strikes. !n a presum~~ly democratic country, 
.1t ought to have had a pnmary claim to recogmt10n. B.ut t_he capital­
ists, awed by the mag1~itude of the movement and frantic with fear, 
called on the legislators to crush the uprising. The law was interpreted 
as best suited the plai::is of, the rulers, and the Federal troops were 

, iiiarched against the strikern. · Injunctions s~ch as would befit Russia 
were launched in every. part of the broad territory involved in the strike, 
the leaders were imprisoned, marti.al law was prolaimed by the Presi­
dent of the Republic, and the gatling guns dispersed the assembled 
people. Every act of the government and the judiciary was illegal, and 
proven to be so, but what of it? They were done w~th impunity, and 
will be repeated, and amplified, to-morr°'v, if need be. The American 
people have had the opportunity to judge for themselves of the value of 
'?onstitution and laws placed in the hands of rulers. They seem to have 

· 'awakened to the fact of the plasticity ·of all these stEttutory documents, 
but they still persevere in hopfo.g that men can' be found who will legis­
late in fa vo1• of the masses and remain true to· tl;i.eir trust. Another 

·· •series of experiment in electing rulers is necessary, it seems, before they 
realise clearly the words of P. J. Proudhon: ~'Invested with authority, 
-all men are alike." 

· T'Q.e Journeymen -Tailors of New York struck, in July last, against a 
. reduction of te·n per cent. in their wages. In accordance with the rules 
!liid ·necessities of a ' strike, pickets were placed near the manufacturers' 
·establishments~ to advise tailors in search of work riot to take the strik­
"ers' places. The .manufacturers lodged a plaint at Court, and Judge 
. Dugro, of the Supreme Court, issued a temporary injunction to restrain 
. the stri~ers .. ~h~ injunc~ion was the 'most sweeping issued by any 
-court at any time m Amerwa. It practically reduced Labor 9rganisa-

~ions to utter impotency. .It enjoined the strikers "from . interfering­
m ~ny wise, by language, by printed notices, publications, advert'ise· 
meµts, circulars, handbills,· or other devices, with the said several estab~ 
lishr:µents and places -of business of the sever~f plaint!.ffs · herein, and 
from interfering, enticing, or diverting from ~he e:ip.ployment of the 
s~veral plaintiffs any person or persons now or hereafter in the4.·. employ, 
either by for.ce, threats, i11timidation, violence, blapdishments, or other­
wise, and from hindering, obstructing, or preventing, by signs of mer.ace, 
words of menace, devices of menace, or other form of menace, or inti­
midation, any person or persons who may des~re to enter the ~mploy-
ment of the plaintiffs, ·etc." . · i 

On the 15th of August following, the case was heard again before 
~ udge Beach, and he made the temporary injunction perrnanent: . This 
is the funeral knell. of Trade Unionism in America. Labor leaders know 
this to be a fact, but they will not give up their position and their sala­
ries ; they still go through the farce of governing the body now become 
a corpse. For my part, I would not begrudge them the honor of hold. 
ing with owlish gravity their sceptre over the corpse from now to the 
doom of day. But these fallen monarchs make use of the only wea~on 
left them, p1·estige-a thing mighty in American politics-to antagonise 
an.d nullify th,e efforts of Liberals and Radicals* among the working 
class to form an organisation which will meet the needs of the hour. 
It is proposed to unite all the workers for a general offensive and 
defensive move in favor of the emancipation of laLor. The" American 
Railway Union" and the" American Labor Union" have been formed 
~ith t?at object. The leaders of t .he defunct trade unions do everything 
m th~ir powe1.: to repress the advance of those two radical ~sociatiop.~. 
In t~1s they are upheld by the capitalistR and by the press, whose sub· 
servie~cy to the wealthy class surpasses· that of the European -press • 
Th us mtelligent, progressive laoor is confronted by two formidable 
enemies, viz., capitalis;,n and its clandestine ally, conservative labor. · 

New York is at present witnet:>sing the greatest strike of garment 
makers ever seen. Over fifteen thom.and of these have struck against 
the untenable conditions imposed upon them. Some days since, as they 
rathered on Rutgers-square to form for a parade, the police made a 
rush at them and at the spectators, using their clubs right and left in 
a furious .manner. The strikers, having a permit to parade, remonstrated,. 

· but this did not prevent the cracking of heads from goi:µg on. " Get 
out of here," yelled the police, " clear out of this place, we don't care 

·what you've got, we'll kill you all." 
Had the strikers said as much to the police, they would' have been 

criminally indicted, but utterances of that kind addressed to working­
men raise neither su;rprise nor indignation. Some of the strikers were 
arrested and locked up. On the following morning, they were arraigned 
before the magistrate and charged 'with disordedy conduct, and one of 
them was fined one pound. And this iniquity obtained in the face of the 
fact that the policemen were the assailants and deserved to 'be severely 
punished by law. Workingmen in New York are treated by the police 
as if they were mad dogs ; brutalities are perpetrated on them which 
have n:o parallel save in countries under absolute military despoti'sm • 

· All evidence tend to prove· that the ruling class in this Democratic Re­
public are fully informed of the sullen dissatisfaction of the working' class, 
and anticipat'e an outbreak. Their bold defia;nce of the law and the savage 

. temper they manifest towards the rank and file of the people, together 
with the graciousness and favoring smiles they, bestow on the labor 
leaders, leave no doubt as to their intention to crush the claims of labor 
and the laborers with one gigantic blow. 

There is reason for believing that the ferocity so conspicu.ous in the 
ruling class has or will have its counterpart in -the rebelling masses. 

·And then what? The great French Revolution has been but a minia­
ture of what will probably take place in the Republic of America at' a, 
not far remote period. 
. Meantime the government is preparing itself for the forthcoming 
emergency. General Schofield, Commander in Chief of the Federal 
troops, demands an increase of the army, and has promulgated an order 

. for the re-assignment of troops in order to station them near·the large 
cities and specially the, railroad centres. The last railroad strike, he 
says, demonstrated the necessity for the adoption of such measures. · 

The: D~mocratic American Republic, therefore, has becpme a military 
despotism. The brazen effrontery .of the authorities towers over that 
.of any European despotism. The people, who are assumed to be the 
government its.elf, who labor to pay for the maintenance of the autho­
rities, military and others, are to have the bayonet and the gatling aun 
for which they themselves have paid, turned on them as soon as the; 
show signs of dissatisfaction. This is a pretty kettle of fish! European 
despotisms are tame compared to this mongrel monstrosity of a trea-. 
che:i;ous, lying_ J?emocracy.. If the America_ns resist the evidences given 
t~em that political authorit;y and popular liberty c~nnot a·well side by 

. s1de,.they must be a dull-mmded race. No people m recorded history 
has had proofs so forcible brought home to it, . for the reason that no 
republic ever existed which claimed to be so thoroughly democratic. It 
it on American soil, if we may judge by appearances, that the battle for 
the removal of authority of man over man will be fought to a conclusion. 

As a last illustration of the brutality an~ iniquity connected with the 
dealing of justice in America, I will give the account of a Police-court. 
case of Oct?ber 14. A prisoner, with .slippers ·on his feet, was brought 

· before the Judge. He_ related to '-'His Honor" that, on the previous 
night, he ra1:1 do~nstall's f?r a. drink 3:t a neighboring .saloon. A police· 
man met him, Jabbed ~1m m the ribs and told him to go home. He 

,_.These ter?1s must not be taken here to have the · same meaning of political 
partydom as. is ~ommonly a~tached to them in England; in America Liberals and 
Radical~ s1gmfy people of advanced opinions, including Socialists apd,. 
Anarchists. 
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·~objected to being hit, but went upstairs to his room. The P?liceman 
followed him. On the landing he told the policeman to leave him alone, 
·but the officer ·grabbed hiin and pulled him 'downstairs h~ad first, punch­
ing him with his club all t'he way down and to the·station house, and 
also in the morning·on his way· to the court. The Ju?tice paid no heed 
to the charges against the policeman, but fined the prisoner $3. 

As the prisoner was going quietly back to the prison, the policeman 
grabbed him by the n'eck and pushed him: brutally forward. He broke 

.. a\vay, dashed back in front of the Judge and cried in alarm :.:_"Judge, 
-he is beating me again! Can't I have protection?" 

The pcticeman wa8 on him again and dragged him away. Scarcely 
' ··had he got out of sight Of the Justice when he kicked him again iri the 
·back, driving him stunmd ·against the wall. Then he was dragged back 
into-prison. The prisoner, adds the New York World (from 'vhich I 
quote), was a very small man, while the ppliceman was a six-footer. 

So barbarous a treatment inflicted on a man guilty of no offence, by 
·policeman and judge alike, demonstrates beyond question that justice in 
America is a farce, and that men in authority openly and wantonly 
~viblate it. Is this not a sufficient proof that justice and government 
re_pel each other? It is not a theory, it is a fact that confronts us. 

' MAlUE LOUISE. 

New York, Oct . .24. 

R.ecori.s-t:ruc-ti.o:n.. 

: 'i:N usual and natural order, the social movement of our time , began by 
. attacking the existing forms of society. lt8 first instinct was for the 
· destruction of the obstacles· that loomed la:i·ge in the immecli~te front of 
Socialis.m and _its logic~l outcome, Anarchism; both begl\,n by ,being 

.revolnt10nary m the v10lent sense. But our generation of reformers 
, lias by now !earned the lessons that a gospel of denial ' and destruction 
is no gospel at all; that only a fe\v minds can be rou,secl by mere dis-
content ar.cl deu unciation; that the true motive forces in social prooTess 

· ri,re hoj;e and action. 
0 

. A fact that mqre and more impresses rne in ~y· experience of social 
ref?rma.tive work . is that, beneath the largely sti.perficial dist1nctions 
,,~h1ch pal't us off into Socialists, Christian Socin"lists, Communists, An­
archists, and what not, just a few simple and primary instincts of 
humanity are at work. The desire of the State-Socialist however hide­
bon~1cl his theories may 'be, is for_:_ Freedom. The Christian-Socialist 
se'eks, however blunderin,gly, the fulfilment of the promise, "the truth 

· sl~all make you free." ':1.1.he· Communist would make , the perfect support 
of ench by the power of all, as the foundation to' be the liberty to live and 

·move and have one's being. Tlie peaceful Anarchist would find deli­
verance from bondage ili self-surrender to the law of goodwill. The 

, ,:nil~t<:n~ ,An:1rchist wo~1ld emancipate himself by the destruction of the 
,md1vidt:als rn whom .h.1s oppi·ession.is ~Iflbodied. Between the peaceful 

. ~nar?l11~t and the m1lu;an~ .Anarch_1st_1s the only complete antagonism 
in prmciple . wh1~h the vanous sect10ns of the movement present. The 
former bases h18 hope for humanity on the power of love; , the latter 
would use first the method of hate, which is violence. The former sav 
to the latter, "How shall Satttn cast out Satan?" " 

Lttely there have been many indications that the movement for 
-. F1·eedom ii:; finding and entering· upou the b~tter way. For instance, 
the. recent conference at Nantes (according to the account in rphe Torch), 
which wa_s s~rongly dominated by Anarchist sentiment, plainly pro­
nounced m favor of the agitation for industrial reorganisation, cal'l'ie·d 
o~ through co·operati~e ~ocieties and trade unions. Clearer sight ati.d 
wiser purp9se than this I cannot imagine. · 

Why should we wasts time, thouaht and eneigy in pullino· the leois­
la~i:ve jumping-jack which t~ie explgiti;ig claf:'ses have set up

0 

at W~st­
mrnster for: us to play with? Again let us repeat what Qarlyle 

, trumpeted mto deaf ·earR half-a-century since,-The Social Prnblerrn is 
. the Regenemtion of Industry. That work no Parliament· can achieve. 
It must be wrought ~ut by .the hands and wits of every man and womam 
-~ye, and every child- of the people. "Co-operative Society" and 

- .. H Trade Union" are words spoken and deeds done from the heart of the 
people, telling us of the way in which we must travel. · 

We ~o n0t need to get the Socialist economics em bodied in Acts · of 
Parliam~nt, but to get ~hem put into practice in our Agricultural Com­

. munes, m our Factories, Shops, and Homes. Only the voli1,uta1·v 
ao-opemtion of li nation can ~ffect thctt. 

'. But eyen while .seeing this clear and substantial is.sue let us not for­
get ~hat the present forces of society, organised for the prevention of 
our ideal, must be recko1:1ed with. J?adiament wields the police, the 
.a:rmy, the laws:--and this power must be disorgcmis~d. While it has 
:hfe and ope:::-atma, our voluntary co-operation can but maintain a diffi­
. cult foothol~ in an enemy's country. 

Two :possibl~ fates confront us in England. Either we shall lose 
our nat10nal hfe, dying down, Jike another Greece or Venice under 
unconquerabl!=l oppression, which finally destroys itself as well as the 
people; or we shall be born a00'ain from amono- the workers by· their 

f b. t' 0 ' po.wer or ,corn ma 10n :1nd self-assertion again~t the tyranny of exploit-
ation. !he power which shall bring about that new birth, ·the first 
such which the world shall see, is one, R.nd one only,-Brntherhood. 

V'! e wffer from want of goodwill, , of love, among the un'.its of our 
-~ciety. Do the la.borers love one anot her 'more than lo"rds do, or Cl'OSS­

·· 1ng sweepers - i:i1 ore~l~an: capitaltsts ?· I doubt.it! :And -tmtinn1e Gospel 
' ~f Re~onst~t:et~on b

1
egms to promote ti-u e, ~elf-forgetfu~ fraternity among 

th~ toilers, it is no trn~ Gospel, .~~mt a s~1a::ri one. -You . may interpret 
this truth from many a page of history, bright or bloody. 1 

If a real co-o'perative union of workers on a Socialist .and fraternal. 
plan \'·ere. once la;r~ely adopted by men and women who possessed the 
needed . nght spirit. o~r country-nay, Europe-might be fired to a 
.revolut10n -0! peace and md i:lStry, more deadly to classism, exploitation, 
an~ · oppress10n of ~an by man than the whole sum of armed uprisin~ ­
wh1ch h?-ve been smce the world began. In such a direction some of 
us are looking and working. Our company is growing in numbers, and 
I welcome the appearance of this article in Ji'1·eedom ·as evidence that 
larger forces a re gathering to our aid. · 

' J'. c. KENWOltTHY. 

RECOLLECTIONS OF THE. 

COlVIMUNE. 
By LOUISE MICHEL. 

' 
I.-THE DEATH AGONY Oli' 1.'HE EMPIRE.-( Continued.) · 

r "All Pa.1·is will respond ! " so we thought. But Paris rem'lined deaf.. 
The shutters were closed on-- the Boulevard de la Villette and in front 
of No. 41, the fire station, Endes and Brideau were thro~n into a cab' 
round which the mob yelled: "To the Prui:;sians with them! "--Ther~ 
wa.s a moment of sile~ce in Paris as in the· presence of one just dea1,L 
~t was ~he revolution once . more stifled. The police . had had 
~ull warnrng:. Not so the groups. 'freachery hnd done its work. It 
is so every time. . 
· From Montmartre and elsewh.ere we arrived only in time to see the 
vehicl~ containing ~he pr:isoners di;iving away, amid the hooting of the­

.detectives and the imbecile crowd. ·:And stili the people waited. not yet 
repudiating the Em~)ire. · , 

Endes and Brideau were condemned to death for havino- desired to· 
proclaim the Republic. 'l'here was some difficulty, though, ~bout ca.rry­
mg out the sentence. 'Public opinion began 'to get a ali:rp.mer of the 
situation; many thousands of i:;ignatures were appended to Michelet's. 
letter protesting against the execution, which letter we-Adele Esqui­
ro;:;, Andre Leo, and I-were charged to deliver to the governor of 
Paris. 

It required all our feminine ob::;tinacy not to give back their signa­
tures to certain timid individuals ·who had signed in the first moment. 
of indignation but were now attacked by misgivings. Their lives, they 
said, were at stake. They expected that the Emperor would condemn 
not only the actual revolutionisti, but also all those who had anvthin cr· 
to do with them. " l:> 

. It was no easy matter, either, to approach Trochu, or rather the gene-, 
ral who repres'ented him. We 'effected an entrance more or less by 

· surpr~ise; ahd on "Being requested to go a\.v~iy, we ·sat down inside,.. 
dclarmg that, as .messengers from the people, we would not leave until 

· we had received an answer. · Tired of ::;eeing us s·eated there immovable 
as ·statues, and not venturing to turn us out by force one of the indi­
viduals pre_sent at last went off to Trochu's representative, who no doubt 
felt the ·weight of tlie voluminous' packet, and noted with some conster­
nati~n the number of signatures. At any rate, answer was sent to us. 
that the matter would be taken into consideration. ·Such promises went 
small w·ay t~ contenting us; for we knew how worthless they would 
.prove' if the Bmpire ·:remained. However, the calamity of Sedan dealt 
·it a mortal blow. · 

E 'vents, meanwhile, moved quicker as the d::tys passed. This same 
deluded crowd, which had thought to wait till after the m\r in order to, 
overturn the Empire, applautlecl departures which were no part of the· 

.·pla1: of Governor Trochu. It was-not till January 19th that the National 
Gua.rd ·wern allowed to attem'pt the recovery of l\fontretout and Buzen­
val. Possession was taken of these places· but the men .wadina ancle 

~ ~eep in \vet mud, were unable to mount tl~eir field piece~' on the hei'ghts· 
-and ·had to fall back. There it was that the National Guard fell 
· b;r ·hundreds; · men of the pe?'ple. , artists, .young fellows for the most 
-_part; , th~ eai'th drank 'the ~lood of this preliminary hecatomb. It was 
yet to drrnk the blo·od of many another. 

t:-: f' A~ ~iberty. is now puqlishing a translation of Louise :M:i~hel's "Recollec· 
t1011s of the Commune," scarGely differing from this, we think it advis~ 

·able to r eserve the space hitherto devoted. to these mJmoirs for othe); 
matter. 

·our Literary Supplement. 
RICHARD .JEFFERIES. · 

" ,'l'HN STORY OF MY HEART." By Richard Jefferies. (Longman : Silver Lib· 
rary, 2ncl edition, 1891. 1 vol., 3s. 6d.) 

,FroJU the aut~biography, ~f this too little kn0wn writer we give the 
SHbjoined extra:et, th~· significant bearing of which: our readers will not 
fail to grasp. It might well be called · an essay on : 

OuR STUPIDITY. 
, The.most extraordinary spectacle, as it seems tu me, is the vast expenditure of. 
: labor and tim~ wasted in obtlj.ining mere subsistence. _As a man i:o. his lifetime 
works hard and saves money, that his children may be free · from th~ cares of' 
penury"aucl mh at least have sufficient to eat, drink, clothe ' ·and roof them, so 

-tI:e gel'rerations tliat pre'ceded us might, had they so· chosen; have provid8d for 
our subsistenoe. The labor and time of' ten generations, properly' directed, would 

. s,ustain a hundred generations succeeding to them, anCJ.. t~at, too, with so litt.le 
, self-denial on the part of the providers as to be scarpely felt. So men now, rn 

t11is gene1:ation,· ought clearly to. be laying up a store,{or, what' is still m?re­
- pcJ'\verCul, a1Tanging~and organising that the generations which follow may enJO:f 
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·comparative freedom from useless labor. Instead of which, with ~transcendent 
·improvidence, the world work~ onl~ for. to-day,, as ~he world wo:ked twelve 
thousand years ago, and our children s children will still have to toil and slave 
for the bare necessities of life. l'his is, indeed, an extraordinary spectacle. 

That twelve thousand written years should have elapsed, and the human race 
-able to reason arid to think, and easily capable of combination in. immense 

.a rmies for its own destr.~ction-should still live from hand to mouth, hke cattle 
and sheep, like the animals of the field~ and the birds of the woods i that there 
should not even be roofs to cover the children born, unless those cluldren labor 
and expend their time to pay for them ; that there should not be clothes, un­
less aaain time and lab or are expended to procure them ; that .there should n~t 
be ev~n food for the children of the humai; race, ~xcept they labor as then 
fathers did twelve thousand years ago ; that even water should s?arce be access­
ible to them, unless paid for by labor ! In twelve. thousand wntten ~ears. the 
world has not yet built itself a House, nor filled a Granary, nor orgamsed its.elf 
for its own comfo1·t. It is so marvellous, I cannot express the wonder with 
which it fills me. And more wonderful still, if that c.onld be; there arc people 

.so infatuated, or rather, so limited of view, that they glory in this state .of 
things, declaring that work is the main obj ect of man's isxiste11?e-work f~r 
. ubsistence-and glorying in their wasted time. To argu,e with such is 
impossible' to leav~ them is the only r e.source. . , . . . 

This om earth this day produces sufficient for our existence. 'Ilns our ~a1 th 
produces n~t only a sufficiency but a superab_undance1 ai~d P?l'.rs a co~·nnco.Pia of 
.of good tlungs down upon us. Further, it produces snffi:cient ~01 stores and 
crranaries to be filled to the roof -tree for years ahead I venly believe that the 

·~artl1 prolluces enough food to last ' for thirty. ·why, then, .have we not 
·-enouO'h? Why do people die of starvation, or lead a miserable e::cistence on ~he 
verg~ of it ? Why have millions upon millions to toil from mornnip to e~en:ng 
j ust to aain a mere crust of bread? Because of the absolute lack of o:ga~usa~10u 

· by whic
0
h such labor should produce its effect, the absolute lack of d:stnbution, 

the absolute lack even of the very i,dea that such things are poss.ib~e. N~y, 
even to mention such things, to say that they are possible, is cnmmal with 
many. Madness could hanlly go farther. 

That selfishness has all to do with it I entirely deny. 'l'he human race .for 
,,ages upon ages has been enslaved by ignorance and by interested personswhos~ ob,1 ~et 
it has been to confine the minds of men, thereby doing more injury than if with 
iufectecl hands they purposely imposed disease on the heads of the people. 
Almost worse than these, and at the present day as injurious, are thos~ persons 
incessantly declaring, teaching, and impressing upon all that to work is i:nan's 
_highest condition. 'fhis fals.ehood is the interes t e\l superstition of an age i.nfa.t-
uated with money, which, having accumulated it cannot even expend it in 
pageantry; it is a falsehood propagated for the doubtful benefit of two or three 

·~mt of ten thousand. It is the lie of a morality founded on money onl~, ai:d 
\utterly outside and having no association whatever with the h~mau. be.mg lll 
itself. Many superstitions have been got rid of in these days ; tune it is that 
this the last and .worst, were eradicated. . 
· At this hour, out of thirty-four millions who inhabit this country, tw~-t.h~rds 
.,..say twenty-.two millions-live within thi~ty years of that abominable rnst1tn~ 

, t ion, the poorhouse. '!'hat auy human herng shou.ld tlare to a11ply to auothei · 
. the epithet "pauper" is, .to me, t!1e greatest, th~ vilest, the m?st unpardo1~ ~b le 
·crime that could be comuutted. Each human l1erng, by mere buth, lu~s a bnt~­
-'ITight in this earth and all its prodnctious ; and if they do not r ecei v. ( ~ it, tl~en it 

is they who are injured, and it is uot the "pauper"-oh, in expressibly \yicke<l 
woi:d .!-it is the well-to-do \vho are the criruiual classes. It matters 1wt m the 

-:least if the poor be improvide11t, or drunken, or evil in any way. F_ood and 
drink roof and clothes, are the inalienable right of every child born wto the 

] iO'ht.' If the world does not proviJ.e it freely-not as a grudging gift, but as a 
' ri~ht as a son of the house sits down to breakfast-then is the world mad. 
· B~t the world is not niad, only in ignorance-an interest ed' ignorance, kep~ up 
.by strenuous exertions, from which infernal darlrnr.ss it will~ in. course.of tune, 
·emerge, marvelling at the pa.st as a mau wonders at and glones rn the light who 
Jia.s et1caped from blindness. 

. H. S. Salt, in his " Study of Richard Jefferies" . (London : Swan 
.Sonnenschein & Co. ; New York: Macmillan & Co. ; 1894 ), says : "'fhe 
·key to Jefferies's character is t? be sought i~ his rich sensuous d~s_posi­
<tion, full of passionate yearmng for physical• no less than spiritual 

· beauty. His natural religion may be summed up in his own words: 
'I b.elieve in the human being, mind and form, flesh and souL' He 
held it to be the sacred duty of every man and woman to cul.tivate by 

-all the means in their power, u.11 possibilities of physical health, inasmuch 
-as a deficiency in bodily vigour must inevitably warp and stunt coITes-
pondina viirnur of the soul. An idealist of this kind could hardly fail 
to rese~t a~d rebel against the sordid heartless conditions of modern 

.-society, in which half the grace and joy of living are strangled in th_e 
wolfish struggle of competitive existence. . . . There are many ind1-

•cations in his later volumes of his Socialistic or rather Communistic spirit, 
which is the more remarkable as h:iving developed itself quite sponta­
neously from his own personality~ in direct opi:osition to all the associ­
.ations and surroundings of his youth and manh~JOd." 

This spontaneous development of a steiking personality is traced by 
Mr. Salt with an accurat13 sympathy, that arouses in his readers a .desire 
·to be better acquainted with the writings of Richard Jefferies. 

·" THE· A~AIWHIST PERIL." By F elix Dubois. 1 vol. Translate.d from the 
French, and with a chapter 011 English Anarchism, by Ralph Derechef. 
(Loudon: T. Fisher Unwin. 1894.) 

Whatever of peril to society from Anarchism M. Felix Dubois dis-
1covered during the compilation of this volume, it must be admitted that 
--some slander might fall upon Anarchism were suC'.h books suffered to 
pass unchallenged as .an authentic history of our movement. At first 
when it appeared many of .us were doubtful whether to regard it as 
likely to further or damage our cause. That it has been hailed with 
·effusion and read with eagerness by State Socialists as well as highly 
)praised in the pages of the Daily Ch1·01u:cze and Justice are facts which 
7alone ought to remove any doubts as to what object it serves. There is 
no need' to suppose _that the author 'meant to deliberately deal a trea­
-c:herous blow to the ·adherents of Anarchism, it is sufficient to accept the 
•Statements of his friends that he wrote it to" put money in his purse, 
'.and ·for that purpose sought chiefly to make his :book one long string of 
.-sensationalism, from the presentment of a burst,ing bomb on the c'over 
:to ~he last of .the 2$4 inac<;mrate, and often contradictory, pages within. 

The first chapter pretends to sketch the origin of the Anarchist par'. ty, 
· 'but is mainly a libel on . Ba.kounin. The chief r:eason · fo1~ char·ging 
.. ·.iBakounin with ~ein.g a traitor, to t~e cause he espoused seems to have 

been that, although he was sentenced to deat~ thr.ee times; h~ was 11~ve{· 
executed. Before the book appeared in English form a long acco\l?t of 
it appeared in the Dctily Chi-onJ,cle, . to which paper Sergius Stepniak 
wrote as follows :-" I hope you will allow me to protest without fur~ 
tli.er delay against the calumny upon the memory of a man who was my 
friend, and who has done so much for the awakening in Russia of tbo 
noble spirit oir rebellion against tyranny .... thousands among tlrn 
most active of the so-called 'Nihilists' revere his memory as that 6f 
their first teacher, who was instrumental in directing the whole com'se 
of their lives. To this service, rendered at the close of his eventful life', 
Bakounin might add the record of eight years' imP,risonment partly in 
the Alexeevsky Ravelin and of six years of Biberian exile; three 1'en­
tences of death pa8sed upon him by different government; and fifteen 
years of incessant work in direst poverty for the freedom of the '"~odd 
as he understood it." We have never yet known a spy to be rewarded 
-with pris.on, although it is seldom the trade brings in mot·e halfpence 
than kicks. And, as Stepniak further says, to admit the proba.bili:ty of 
such a man as Bakounin being a spy is quite as ab8urd as to suppose 
that Mazzini was a spy of the Austrian Govemment. As "the resolute 
antagonist of the State and all class distinctions," Ba)~ounin came into 
conflict with the arch priest of State Socialism, K~rl Marx, who seems 
to have helped largely in circulating this unfounded charge. We hope 
to publish a full record of the most unbecoming attitude of Marx and 
Liebknecht in this afrair. Both lVIa1-x and Bakounin ·were friends of 
George Sand, and this lady, becoming weary of Marx's continual whis­
pered accusation of "spy;" while maintaining a friendly demeanor to­
war<ils the man he slandered, one day finding them together turned' to 
Marx excl~iming: "Why do you always call Mr. Bakounin a spy behind 
his back and yet greet him in my presence as a.n honest · man?" 'l'o 
which Marx could make no reply. M. Dubois has cho:::.en to i·ecord in 
his pages specimens of the venom that has ever since been flowing from 
Marxist pens concerning Bakounin. Even his advocacy of Panslavi~m 
is add'uced as ~nother proof 9f his insincerity. To most people his desire 
"to deliver the Slavs rvho groan under the yoke of Tentons and Turks" 
would be a desire very na.tural to an ardent revolutionist, Just as a So-­
cialistic Irishman of to-day might cry '·hands off" to EngJand, before 
he could propose the founda~ion of a ,, strong 'and free federation " of 
the K~lts in one of Nature'~ groups. As a specimen of the author's 
inacc't1racy, compare page 12, paragraph 4, where it says that Ba.kounin's 
"personal influer,ce was practically nil," with p. 20, par .. 2, where it is 
stated that, when Bakounin visited London in 1861, "his immense 
power of seduction WaS almost all tlJ.at remained to hi,m . . : . lie still 
possessed the art of \vinn1ng the confidence and sympathy of of all who 
approached him without being previously prejudiced." . r , 

Pa~sing to the second chapter, .whicJ;i. qeals with the last ~wenty ye,m·s 
of Anarchism, it might be expected to find statements conceming the 
men and things of to-day accurately set down, but this is not so. The 
chronologiea.l sketch is, we believe, taken from a pa!llphlet by Comrade 
Darnand, iti:;elf a compilation from newspapers, not alw:-:iys the be~t 
sources of informa.tion. On page 35, and later on, p. 268, it is b~·ie_fl'_y 
stated that Kropotkin was expelled from Switzedand " on acccunt of 
his incendiury speeches in London" 1881. 'l'he true facts arn so inte­
resting and apparently so unknow;n. that we here take the opportunity 
to state therri. Kropotkin was expelled in 1880 fi·om Gen'evct for the 
part he took in Socia.lism and Anarchi8m alt0g<: ther, but chiefly for wlia·. 
he said in mockery about electioneering. The decree . of expubion .waP. 
rescinded with excuses. In 1881 he was expelled from Switzerla1Hl 
after the killing of Alexander II. to please the Russian Government. 
the pretext being the proclamation signed by all the Lab01· Organise. .. 
tioD;S of Geneva against the quintuple execution,· "the most horribl~ 
ever seen," as the l1irnes then said. Kropotki11 wrote the pl'Ote,.;t; it 
was at first prohibited then permitted by the police, and finally i)osted 
on the walls. · 

Chapters III. and IV. give some details, interesting despite the u.uthm . 
of the metho.ds of organisq.tion and spread of ideas among the Frelilct. 
Anarchists. Chapter V. treats of the Arrnrcl1ist press, and here agafr 
we come on a fine sample of the author's method. Specimens of vario'l\o.s 
papers are given, one being a quotation, probably from Let Revo~te, 
warning its rettders that " the informer Coulon, wpo ca'.me out in hi& 
true colours at the Walsall trial, is issuiug a new paper, the Inte1·natio­
nal." Notwithstanding this, when the reader reaches Chapter VII., 
·he will find that Duuois quotes pages .full of rubbish from this-very 
Jnte1·na,tional as genuine Anarchist literature, though every one kno,ws 
it was penned under the noses of Melville & Co., Scotla1id Yard . . The 
crimes of Ravachol are harped upon, while Nm qrntalitie's committed on 
helpless Ap_a.rchist prisoners by the police at Olich y, which led to the 
first Anarchist bomb in ,France, a re passed over as being only w,hat 
Anarchists said about the affair (p. 170). · ,. 

Chapter IX. is the only .one w~1·th carefol con~iderati~n. It is .from 
the . pen of M. A. H amon, whose "Psychology of the P1·ofessional 
Soldier" we noticed in our last Ap1·il 11umber. It fs a serious and sy'm­
pathetic attempt of a clever man to classify and elucidate the inental 
characteristics of thqse who profess Anarchist principleH, and is· the 
summary of a pook entitled "The Psychology of the Anan:hist," which 
M. Hamon is about to publish. 

As to the conclusion by Mr. Ralph Derchef, the less said about it, the 
.better. It is the history of English Anarchism with, the . .A_narchists 
left out. · It looks as i( Mr. Dereclwf got tir:~d o'f ·his t'ai'ik before' he 

.. well began it, or that he cut his chapter aecording to Mr. Fisher ' Uu-
win's cash. . 

The book is worth borrowing for .the ~ake of the 11Ume1:ou8 repr·od~ic­
,tio~1s i~ contain;:; of the clever dray,.fogs ta)rnn from Pere-Pe,inctrcl. 
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" CRUELTIES OF CIVILISATION: A Program of Human' Reform.'' Being Vol. 
I. of the publications of the Humanitarian League. (London : Wm. Reeves, 
185, Fleet-street, E.O. In paper cover, ls.; cloth, 2s.) 

This volume contains the following essays:(l) ' Humanitarianism: 
Its General principles and Progress," by H.S. Salt; (2) "I was in 
Prison : A Plea for the Amelioration of the Criminai Law," by Robert 
Johnson ; (3) "A Plea for Mercy to Offenders," by C. H. Hopwood, 
Q.,M.P.; (4) ' Women's Wages and the Conditions under which 
they are earned," by Miss Isabella Ford; (5) " Dangerous Trades," by 
Mrs. O, Mallet; (6) " The Humanising of the Poor Law," by J. F. 
Oakeshott. A second, volume containing the essays on vivisection, 
sport, privrte slaughterhouses, etc., will shortly follow. 

REOEIVED: 'The Land for the People,' by C. Wiekstead ; '' Margaret Dun 
more,'' by J. H. Clapperton; ''Slaves to Duty,'' by J. Badcock; '' Litere 
Humaniores,'' by H. S. Salt; 'The Villagers' Magna Charta,'' by J. Mor­ 
rison Davidson ; '' Bombs,'' by W. A. Whittick; 'The Social Question ?° 
and '' A Handbook of Anarchy,'' by J. A. Andrews, and various Astralian 
papers of much interest. Comrade Andrews has also sent an article on 
Australia, which unfortunately arrived too late for insertion in tlis number. 

PROPAGANDA. 
---- 

Peckham.Comrade J. 'Turner lectured to a packed andience at the People's 
League, on Satrday, September 15, on Anarchist Communism.'' Our comrade 
gave a magnificent defence of Anarchism, and the slashing manner in which he 
replied to his opponents, utterly pulverising their arguments, we shall not soon 
forget. A debate will shortly take place heteon our comrade and Mr. Les, the 
President of the League. Literature sold well.W. H. 
Deptford. Still progressing. Cn Thursday, September 6, Comrade Sherman 

gave hls maiden Speech from the platform. On Sunday, September 9, in the 
morning, a mass meeting was called by the I.L.P., in the Broadway, in favor of 
their candidate for the School Board. When we startod, their mass meeting ?' 
consisted of about five boys and a dog, all the rest flocking around us. Robert 
H: rding addressed or crowd on the " Fallacies of Voting,'' counteracting finely 
the rubbish that was being spouted at the vote-for-the-right-man-which-is-me 
meeting. Audience enthsiastic. In the evening we held a mass meeting to 
commemorate the murder of the miners at Featherstone, on eptember 7, 1893, 
By means of or black bannerette, inscribed Remember Fatherstone,'' wo held 
a fine crowd together. Speakers : Carter, Tochatti, and Forrester. 'Thursday, 
September 13, Forrester lectured on " Objections to Anarchism answered?? r 
was opposed by a Social Democrat, who said that Social Democrats did not 
believe in government, and that they went " for absolute freedom and a little bit 
more? 'Thursday, 20th, Comrade Ebb gave a fine speech on " The tendency 
tcwards Anarchism." Comrades Tochatti, Turner and Kitz have helped greatly. 
Mr. Hertzfeldt, of the N.S.S., has also delivered a corse of Seclarist lectures, 
meeting with very poor cpposition from the sky-pilots. On Sunday, September 
l6, the followers of the meek and lowly Jesus hoisted a placard on a pole, round 
or meeting, warning the people to ' Beware of Infidelity,'' and also containing 
libels about Seclarists. 'This very quickly disappeared from sight- the crowd 
t earing it to ribbons. We are trying to arrange for a Hall for the winter. W.H. 
Strat,ford.-We still continue to hold big meetings, in the Grove, every Sun­ 

day. We have had Leggett, Mowbray, Turner, Kitz, and Peddie to spcak for us. -G.' .. • . 

REPORTS. 
LONDON. 

\ 

Burnley.-Here in Burnley, one of the greatest strongholds of advanced thought 
and especially of Social Democracy, an Anarchist group has sprung into existence, 
causing no little amount of lively interest to be taken in its proceedings. - Sept. 
3rd, Comrades McQueen and MéCabe opened fre upon a large gathering, which 
was chiefly composed of Social Democrats, in Burnley Market-place, and wero 
very well received. At the close of the speeches many questions were asked and 
much discussisn indulged in, which brought the meeting to a decidedly success­ 
ful issne. 'The discomfiture manifested by a number of official Social Democratg 
at the favorable and often enthusiastic tone of the meeting was most amusing, 
especially dring the discussion. Their Club is almost within hearing distance 
from the market-place, and, to prove even more forcibly than we could, that 
authority is a vile monstrosity, they during the progress of the meeting sum­ 
moned a special committee meeting whereat it was resolvel that any member 
known to participate in Anarchist propaganda would be expelled ; also that all 
members be requested to keep away from Anarchist meetings. (See Socialist, 
Septembor 7th and 28th.) Comment is needless. Despite these despicable 
authoritarian tactics, the propaganda has grown so strongly that we can wel] 
afford to pity those who initiate them.-Large and interested gatherings have 
boe addressed since then by Comrades Barton, Stockton, Bham, and Caplan, 
and plenty of literature has been sold at each meeting. Withal the prospects 
for Anarcby in this district are brighi and encouraging. Accrington, Rochdale, 
Oldham, and other places are showing unmistakable signs of advancemont, and 
will ere long be heard of fghting in the ranks of the army of Freedom.P. M. 

Since the above report was set in, we have held meetings every Sunday mor­ 
ning and evening in the Market-place, and occasionally on Woodhouse Moor in 
the afternoons. Our local speakers, Murdoch, Barnes, Sollitt, Simmons, Drake, 
and Cores, have all worked hard, and we have exchanged speakers with the 
groups in Leicester, Manchester, and Liverpool. For the winter months we have 
taken a club in conjuuction with our Jewish comrades, and intend to carry on a 
vigorous propaganda there, in both Yiddish and English. It is close to the centre 
of the city and adjoins the Markot-place. At a lecture in tho Co-operative Hall, 
on October 13, Mr. Owen Greening, of London, administered some severe kocks 
to the State Socialists. In the discussion succeeding the lecture or Comrade 
Murdoch took part, and his remarks were received with loud applause by the 
audience many of whom were middle-lass people. The lecturer spoke up in 
favor of the Anarchists, althogh he disclaimed any connection with them. He 
stated that he kew both Bakounin and the brothers Reclus, and told the audience 
that the former was "a giant both in mind and body.'' Altogether, things are 
going on well here, and next summer we hope to opon up some new ground in 
other parts of the city.W. H. . 
Dublin.A very large meeting of the Sheridan Literary Society was held on 

October 16th, in Quinn's Hotel, Great Britain-street, Mr. J. F. S. Parker in the 
chair. The debate, which attracted a good doal of attention" Is Anarchy 
Inevitable ??was opened by Mr. L. G. Sherlock. 'The speakers on the affirma­ 
tive side quoted several instances from history to provo their assertion. They 
showed the degraded condition of society at the present date, and claimed that a 
change in the ruling of that society was necessary and imminent. Monarchy 
had governed in the past most tyranically, but it could not do so in the future, 
as the people are becoming more educatod it must finally go under and Anarchy 

PROVINCES. 

become inevitable &c. The speakers on the opposite side endeavored to refute the;r. 
arguments. The chairman criticised the varions speakers, and pointed out the 
great succoss of the debate. Putting the question to the meeting, the latter 
decided in favor of the arguments of the affirmative by a majority of two. Bravo 
Dublin ! • i s t 

Leicester.During the last two months the comrades here have not been asleop. 
In September we held Tesday evening meetings at the Cross, in Belgrave-gates. 
We distributed old Freedoms and made very fair collections. Comrade Smith 
opening and Banham following. Very little opposition, except on one occasion, 
when a temperanco fanatic told the crowd the old tale, that their poverty was 
the result of intemperate habits. He was easily disposed of by our comrades, 
muoh to the amusement of the crowd. Occasionally Comrades Smith, Ba ham 
and othors hae held forth on Anarchy to small audiences in Infirmary-square. 
on Thursday evenings. Our Sunday meetings have also been very good. At the 
morning meetings in Russell-square, whero we have no outside speakers, Com. 
rades Cores and Banham have delivered addresses. The audiences have been of 
a very sympathetic and enquiring turn of mind. The evening meetings in the 
Market-place have ben a great success. During the election we held grand 
meetings. 'They were addressed by Warner, Smith Banham, and Cores, who prorel 
to the satisfaction of tho crowd the fallacy of voting being a means of thein 
emancipation. We have had Comrades Nicol], Mowbray, Barton, and also made 
an exchange with the Leeds groupComrades Barnes and Cores coming here, 
and Banham and G. Cores going to Leeds. All comrades from other towns have 
made good impressions on the audiences, especially Mowbray, who related his. 
experiences in America. In addition to the abovo propaganda we have conducted 
a series of lectures in the Gladstone Club, on Friday evenings, oponod by Bauham 
on September l4 h and followed by Barclay, Cores, Wynne, and Miss Barclay, 
By these means several thinking men have boen attracted to study our ideas, 
On the whole, the propaganda is very promising, and we are now busy arranging 
for the Chicago Commemoration. 
Liverpool.The Anarchists in this city have for some timo past boon carryig 

on a very successful campaign. Numerous meetings have boen held oaoh veek 
Splendid audiences, all more or less in sympathy with or rios, have listened 
attentively to the lectures, and purchased a good deal of litorature. e have 
also forced or way into the Tory stronghold at Birkenhead. and openod firo on 
the enemy, who at first threatoned to g ve us some little trouble. We have 
stormed their fort, dostroyed their fortifications, and fred our camp in an 
aimost impregnable position. On a Sunday evening some fow weeks ago, Com. 
rade Despres of Liverpool with Comrade Ba:ton of Manchestor arrived in the 
town as usal with the intention of holding a meeting at the Park entrance, 
Something like an organised attempt was made to put a stop to the proceedings. 
'The police and their inspoctors stood by and laghed hcartily while a gang of 
cads, who had been well supplied with drink in an adjacent hotel, were led on 
by a solicitor and town councilor and by a son of a late mayor 
and President of the Oxford Union Debating Society, to make a disturb-. 
ance. One of our comrades was arrested, marched through the town by four 
" snafllers,'' and detained for three hours, dring which time the authoritios, 
aided by the cff and collar brigade, tried by every means in their power to 
trump up some eharge which would stand investigation. Having failed in the 
attempt, our friend was released. This was a splendid advertisement. On Mon-. 
day evening four or fve thousand People assembled in the Hay market, to express 
their sympathy with " the Anarchist.'' We have had frst class meetings since, 
for although we were threatened with arrest if we attempted to speak again, we 
have done so and set the police in defance, as they have not dared to put their 
threat in execution.T, W. B.T. -. v • 

Leicester Prze Drawinq.Winning Numbers : 507, 1034, 929, 400, 144, 703, 
704, 361, 264, 1053, 452, 376, 758, 601, 1035, 395, 943, 863, 444, 182, 673, 
159, 270, 460, 363, 796, 756, 450. ' 

Chicago Martyrs Commemoration.For the first time since the death of the 
Chicago Martyrs, this year London Anarchists did not conmmemorate that event 
by one great united meeting. Comrade John Turner has tried hard to procurea 
large hall, but failed to obtain one. There were, however, a number of local 
meetings, the most successful of which were that at the Gra!ton Rooms, on Mon. 
day, November 12, and the one convened jointly by the Canning Town Anarchist 
Group and the S.D.F., at the Shirley-street School Reom, on Thrsday, Nov. 15. 
At the former the speakers were Comrades Werner, Morton, Wichers v. Gogh, 
Leggatt, Young, Wess, and two French, while the local German choir rendered 
some revolutionary songs. At the latter, Comrades Godbold, Tochatti, Vincent, 
Agnes Henry, and J. Turner delivered spirited address. The large audience was 
quite enthnsiastie. During the evening, Mrs. Tochatti sang ' Annie Laurie," 
' AIl for the Canuse,' and the " Mars illaise.'' A letter was read from Comrade 
Kropotkin, which was heartily received by the andiencé. 
In Manchester a very successful Commemoration Meeting was held on Snday, 

November llth, in Stevenson-square; Comrades Barton, Drake, McQeen, Stock­ 
ton, W. K. Hall, and Despres kept an audience of fully 2,000 people, standing in 
the cold and damp, for fully two hours, and evoked much eympathy. 

NOTICES. 
LONDON. 

Open-air meetings, addressed by Anarchist speakers, are held on Sundays, at 
Hyde Park, Regent's Park, Victoria Park, and Hoxton Church, at 11 a.m.; 
Hyde Park at 3.30 p.m.; Hyde Park and corner of Wood Green-road, 'Tottenham 
at7 p.m. . 
Deptford.-Open-air meetings are held on Deptford Broadway : Sundays, at 

11.30 a.m. and at 8 p.m. ; Thrsdays, at 8p.m. 
Canning Town Anarchist Group.-Open-air meetings every Sunday, 11.30a.m., 

at Beckton-road. . 
To South-London Anarchasts. The Deptford Group have taken rooms at 395, 

New Cross-road (top floor), and trust that all South-London Anarchists will turn 
up and support. Gif'ts of books, pictures, or anything suitable for a club will 
be thankflly received by W. Hart at that address. Group meetings every 
Monday. All South-London comrades invited. ' 

PROVINCES. 
Leeds. Open-air meetings are held every Sunday morning, at 1l o'clock, in 

Vicr's Croft, and at 7 o'clock in the International Workers' Club, New York-st. 
The English and Jewish Groups have taken this Club for the indoor propagande 
during the winter mon'hs. d 

Leicester Open-air propaganda. Sundays, Russell-square, at 10.45 a.m; 
Market-place, at 6.15 p.m.; Humberston-gate, at 8 p.m. 

Glasgow Anarchist Group.Lectures every Sunday evening, at 6.30 p.m., i 
Wellington Palace. Comrades and friends desirous of assisting financially in 
the large expenditure of this series of indoor lectures will please communicate 
with J. Blair Smith, 66, Brunswick-st. 7i . 

Comrade Austin, who has been in correspondence with Comrade Malato, is 
requested to kindly send his address to Freedom, 61, St. Augustine's-road, Cam· 
den Town, N. W. 

LONDON : Printed and published by C. M. Wilson, at 173, Old-street, E.C. 
All communications should be addressed to The Edtor, 61, Saint Augustine's 
Road, Camden Town, N.W. 
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