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THE MOVEMENT IN ·ENGLAND. 
The year 1895 has been one of the dullest so far as Anarchist pro-

paganda is concerned, notwithstanding that a good deal of quiet educa­
tional work has be.en accomplished . 

However, we have not the slightest occasion to be discouraged when 
we remember that it has been a year in which the forces of reaction 
have used every means at their disposal to close up their ranks and 
stem the flowing tide of revolution. 

But let the past take care of itself : we are concerned now with the 
future-with the year which lies before us. 

The question naturally arises : What can be done in the New Year 
to help on the cause we all have at heart? To relax our efforts in the 
least degree, merely because stirring events are not happening to attract 
public attention to our ideas, would be a most fatal mistake. 

We must never be deceived by an apparent calm in days like these, 
when events happen so suddenly and develope so rapidly. Our work is 
just as urgent under all circumstances, and the energy and enthusiasm 
of comrades· in the propaganda will bear just as good fruit now as it 
has ever borne before. 

What is deserving of our serious consideration at the present moment 
above all other things is the question : How can we ensure that in the 

·year that is before us our energies shall be applied to produce the best 
possible results ? · 

First and foremost it will occur to all of us to remark how much we 
are in need of lecturers, not only for our London meetings, but of 
lecturers also who could as occasion arm;e go into the provinces with 
their help. 

Ou:r comrades of the To1·ch group have already taken steps that 
may help to meet this want by starting a discussion cla&s on Wed­
nesday evenings, which we trust will have good results; also we are 
glad to announce the issue of a list of lectures which will be delivered 
by well-known London comrades if application be made to W . .Banham, 
52 Sedgmoor Place, Camberwell, S .E. · 

These signs of activity promise well for the New Year, but we feel 
that to make our efforts more effective still and to bring the London 
groups in closer touch with comrades in the provinces (a matter which 
was sadly neglected in 1895) it would' be an immense advantage if an 
earnest London propagandist group could be formed which wonld not 
only organise indoor and outdoor lectures for London, but would also 
collect funds for the purpose of sending periodically a lecturer into the 
provinces. . This latter point seems to us a matter of the greatest im­
portance; for, if by any means we can he!p and encourage Anarchist 
activity in the provin~es; we shall find the London movement benefited 
thereby, as it always has been. For our part, we do not hesitate to 
say that the movement in England has been handicapped to no incon­
siderable extent by the want of a practical means of "mutual aid" 
between London and the provinces. We are not for a moment asserting 
that noth.ing has been done in this direction, but we must all certainly 
feel that much more IQ.ight have ~ been accomplished, with immense 
advantage to the movement. 

Now, we are convinced that we have the nucleus of a London propa­
gandist group already at work, and in a very few weeks it w·ould be 
possibe to have it organised for the defihite purpose we have suggested. 
We know it will be be said that to send lecturers to the provinces 
means expense. Well, let us open a propaganda fund without delay, to 
which we c~n send our shillings or our pence as circumstances permit. 

If this part of the propaganda could be efficiently carried through, 
we feel sure there would be a good harvest for the Anarchist movement 
in 1896. As we have said before we say again: the fact of times being 
".dull" shpuld be no hindrance to the spreading of our ideas; our field 
is 'as wide as· ever it was; Reaction or no reaction, our work has still 
to be done; and, perhaps, even more in times like these than in Feriods 
of excitement will sound educational propaganda have its effect. We 
have to appeal from the English nation drunk and vitiated by the 
orgies of capitalism to the English nation sober with ,a deepening sense 
of the need for change in the basis of its social life. · · 

Perhaps one of the truest th~~gs that can be said of the Engli~h 
people is that many of them are Anarchists without knowing it, and in 
educf\ting this unconscious Anarchism into an i'ntelligen~ and _p'u,rpose­
ful . force to aid in ·the reorganisation of society lies our best hope for . 
the future. The new year will find plenty ·of this woi·k for Olir hands 
if we have but the wm to do it. . . 

The brag and bluster indulged in . by the governments concerns us 
not, we have to show that the workers' battle has to be fought,'~t home. 
and to this battlE,i we must give all our energ.ies. ' 

189 .5. 
We intend to begin in the next issue a monthly s,urvey of q1e inter­

national Anarchist movement, pr:eceded by a review of the chief event~ 
of 1895; as an introduction we will this time consider the chief general 
events of 1'895 to see qn what ground and against which foremost ene;­
mies and obstacles our co'mrades and ourselves have to work in the ' 
different countries. 

Leaving, thus, the immediate Anarchist agitation aside for the mo­
ment, we put the usual question at the close of a year : was it a year 
of progress or of reaction? For, though our ideas of progress do not 
coincide with the title "progressive" given to 'many reactionary things 
sometimes, we can consider eal3h event from the standpoint of whether 
it shows an increase or a diminution of the power of autho1·ity in the 
wide&t sense, not only of physical force in the hands of governments 
and property-owners, but of the belief in authority which is an im­
mensely greater obstacle to progress than the mere physical force il). 
the hands of our enemies. In this sen·se the progress of State Socialism 
in the working -class movement would be a fact as reactionary as direct 
oppression on Russian or Turkish lines. 

We must also discern between new adherents, if there are any, won 
for authority and between manifestations of the existing latent state of 
things for which one year may offer greater ·opportunities, another less. 
Thus, when we ask whether the year 1895 showed more symptoms of 
lessening or strengthening of authority, of revival or decay of freedom, 
we should give it as our personal impression that-whilst auth?rity 
antj. its upholders are being daily more exposed by failures of all kirn1.s, 
showing their corruption, rcttenness and incompetency, and whilst we 
doubt that the passing events can have won over· one single, sincere 
person to the belief in the necessity of authority, but, on the contrary, 
many lost their belief in it and are more or less on their way towards 
Anarchism-plenty of occasions were given to the big crowd of authori­
tarians to show how numerous they still are and this had the usual 
suggestive influence on the mass of indifferents who in other years ar.e 
moved to temporary sympathy witn freedom by daring acts of revolt, 
of which this year was exceedingly poor. 

In fact, when we except ~ number of cases in which discharged 
workmen killed or wounded their employers and were themselves, in 
the three most notable cases at Aniche (France), Mulhouse (Alsace), 
and Pryibram (Bohemia), killed by their own bomb, suicide or the 
executioner, we remember but very few and insignificant acts of indi­
vidual revolt. Also, strikes get more and more under the influence qf 
the arbitration movement; the State is looked to to interfere and they 
becoiµe matters of political intrigue, like the French glass bottle maker:s' 
strike at Carmaux, exploited by the French politicians; or _else, the 
brutalities of the .police and gendarmes are borne without resistance, 
as in the brickmakers' strike at Vienna last spring, etc. Sicily, Spaiq., 
etc., are silent; collective revolt is seen nowhere. : 

For, undei· the latter head, we cannot comprise the political revolts 
in Cuba and Armenia, which, dir~cted against a miserable system of 
oppression and pluncier, have as yet shown no other aims than ' the 
formation of independent or semi-independent States .. on the old lines. 
Jn free Cuba the rich plantations will be held by the same ~xploiters 
of black and white labor , as e.g. in "free" Hayti under a Toulouque or 
a Hippolyte; and the Armenians, separated f:rnm Turkey, will share -
the fate of the Bulgarians, being a sham State under the predominant 
influence of Russia, which Bulgaria, after a period of efforts to shake it 
off, is rapidly re-establishing now. . 

Still, to ' the cause of. progress in general, these two revolts can do no 
1

harm ; for, if successful, they will at least do away for a time with the 
national questions there and open the eyes of the people to the real 
causes of their permanen~ misery,_,__in the same way, Home Rule would. 
not solve the problem of Irish misery, but would ·enable the Irish to 
.6.nd out its ·real causes. · 

Capitalism is hard at work to conquer ·the last remaining parts of 
the globe for'' civilisation," by methods increasingly infamous. By the 
continuous extension of the commercial system its own roots are i::apped; · 
for, when every country is brought to 'produce in the most perfecte<;l 
way all that it wants-and towards this we are driving,-when ~he 
local sources of wealth are opened eyerywhere, the basis of exportation 
and commerce is .destroyed, populatiop is decentralised and localised, , 

. and the economic basis for A na1·chy is laid. 
But; before this, capitalism, greedy for extension, may yet celebrate 

many orgies of crime and bloodshed. The extension of English domin­
ation in South Africa, the German domination over other parts of that 

' unhappy continent (upheld by the flogging of women, etc.), the French 
onslaught on Madagascar, the Italian war against Abyssinia-the last 
stronghold of African ind~pendence,-~11 this makes Africa the seen~ of 

,·murder and theft unq,er all forms and pretexts.--. (To be Concluded.) 

l / 
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N 0 TES. 
SERGIUS 8TEPNIAK. 

, The awful disaster which has robbed the revolutionary movE{ment of 
the services of Sergius Stepniak will, long ere this appears, be known to 
all comrades in all its details. The shocking circumstances under 
which that precious life was lost in the very flower of manhood will 
Form one of the saddest chapters in revolutionary history. Philosophise 
as we may we cannot console ourselves with any reflections over such 
an end to such a man. As in the case of the greatest among men 
whose early efforts have promised a splendid harvest for the world we 
acknowledge the inevitable; but the feeling that it rnight not hcive been 
wil'l always assert itself. We express our deepest sympathy with 
Madame ~tepniak and all the Russian comrades, who ·will feel his loss 
so acutely. 

In our next issue will appear a brief biography by one who knew 
him intima~ely. 

THE UNEMPLOYED. 

Now that we have reached mid-winter our thoughts turn naturally 
to '~the problem of the unemployed.'. ' Not that oi1r unfortunate fellow 
creatures who are out of work are only to be found at this time of 
yeai;- ; but :row their sufferings are so much more intensified by the 
inclemency of our climate that even callous-minded people are moved 
to some feeling of compassion, especially in the case of those unhappy 
outcasts who have the sky for a roof and the gutter for a bed. 'rhe 
capitalist may truly say, !'the unemployed we have always with us, 
and Yery useful they are to help keep down the wages of th~ employed." 
And the untold suffering of thousands of human beings, who otherwise 
might be the happy and contented members of a decently organised 
community, becomes a necessity, in order, we are told, that the rich 
may continue to be the· rich ! 

What hope is there for our starying fellmv-workers ? No hope, we -
are sure, in such a system as ours. The end of all this misery can 
only come with the end of the system which produces it. 

THE' PANGS OF HUNGER. 

Whilst speaking of the unemployed one js reminded how glibly people 
and the press speak of the unemployed "problem" as something which 
may be judiciously worked out in the course of time without disturbing 
the serenity of the governing and propertied classes. 

Do they ever reflect, we wonder, on the sufferings, the merely physical 
sufferings, of a human heing who is starving? Yet they are surrounded 
by such suffering; and only too often does it, directly or indirectly, 
lead to death. / It may not be out of of place, therefore, to give a des­
cription of these sufferings as described by George Henry Lewis :-

"The sensation of hunger,': he -says, "is at first rather agreeable; 
[we expect this is the sensation well-to-do people experience who don't 
believe there is any such thing as starvation] ~but it quickly becomes 
unpleasant if prolonged. The sense of keen appetite is delightful, but 
that' sinking in the stomach' which ensues, quickly passes · from an 

. uneasy sensation into positive pain. The pain soon becomes acute ;. 
, and, if food be still withheld, we feel as if the stomach were being torn 
_ by pincers. This is _followed by a state of general exhaustion, feverish­
- ness, headache, light-headedness, oft~n flaming into madness. The 

whole being seems possessed by one desire, before which even the ener­
getic instinct of maternity has been known to give way, and mothera 

_ have actuall.f disputed with their companions for the flesh of their 
dead children." · 

THE w AR CLOUD. 

Is the year '96 to witneas a new Armageddon? Are our rulers rushing 
on to a cataclysm the outcome of ·which no man can foretell ? We 
hardly think so, notwithstanding the present aspect of thi!lgs. The 
war-scare is always a paying game for the reactionaries to play; and, 
althougP, to be sure there is the risk of things developing a little . too 
seriously, yet diplomacy offers so many ways of arriving at" peace with 

, honor" that the game is hardly worth the candle. Obviously, war be­
tween the "great powers" is r,ot what the govei·ning classes want: that 
might bring unforeseen consequences in its train-even, perhaps, revo-' 

- lution at home. · To arouse tne _Jingo· spirit as much as possible, that 

social questions may be forgotten; to have an occasio~al brush with 
"savages" in the rush for new markets ; to indulge in unlimited tall 
talk over "boundaries" and " scientific frontiers" seems to us the more 
likely policy of the exploiters and their backers, the governments. 

Likely enough, more serious matters may arise out of the rebellion 
in Guba than out of all the crises whicp_ Ang1o-American and South­
African affairs have brought about. Meanwhile let us remember that 
after all, the most vital matter for us is the revolutionary movement 
at home. 

FROM THE SUBLIME TO THE RIDICULOUS. 

There is no need to repeat what we have said of Miss Lanchester's 
brave conduct; it has taken its place in the world and cannot be effaced, 
it is an example for all who fight for Eberty. -

But now the scene is changed. ·Miss Lanchester and her 'friends, we 
regret to see, are appealing to the law for justice ! We are quite sure 
they can keep on appealing: there is not much doubt which side will 
get tired first. It do~s certainly seem a little strange-or, rather, it 
woidil seem so did we not know how old ideas bbnd people-that Miss 
Lanchester and her friends should expect redress for her grievances 
from the very powers which did their best to crush her. · Lawyers 
will readily find some justification for Dr. Blandford, who, they will 
argue, if mistaken, at anyrate intended to act in the interests of law 
and order. It is too much to expect the law to smite itself on the 
cheek. The rebellious act was a lesson the world needed, and it had it. 
Let it be remembered that if in future more respect is shown for tne 
lib~rty of the individual, it will be by virtue of this act and not by the 
appeals which are now being made .to the crass stupidities of the law. 

"THOSE WHOM Gon RATH JOINED TOGETHER." 

~' Hoa'ry fathers," "British matrons" and the host of "marriageable " 
y01.rng ladies, all those in fact who are the severest sticklers for the 
marriage-bond, should seriously consider what "legality" does for them 
so far as wedded life is concerned. True, it will ensure them "respect­
ability," and if they can get comfort from that, why, poor souls, let 
them have it. But the joys of respectability are a poor comfort in 
those cases (and their name is legion) where man and wife are wide as 
the poles asunder in all things save the bond. Worse still is it in the,. 
case of such unfortunates as Charlotte Beard and Elizabeth Thomas, 
whose experiences of matrimony make a_ nice chapter of horrors for 
young maids to read. 

At the inquest on Mrs. Beard (for spe was indirectly done to death 
by her legal partner) it transpired that she was kept in a state of semi­
starvation for years, and in her last illness was so neglected as to have 
practically died on that account. The worthy Mr. Beard was discharged 
after being censured, and is now at large and free to find another vic­
tim-in which legality will aid him. 

There was an adjournment in the case of Elizabeth Thomas, who, 
according to the husbands statement, was in a state of intoxication 
·when he administered the beating which caused her death; so we must 
wait to see what the law will recommend in this particular instance. 
.As to that, it will make little difference : all those things will happen 
again. But, apart from the badge of respectability which marriage 
confers, if .it is true _happiness that men and women want in this rela­
tionship, there is far more prospect of getting it outside the legal tie 
than in it. A marriage certificate is not a certificate of mutual love 
and respect, anyway. 

THE RED RECORD. 

The Coast Seamen's Jow·n'al, of San Francisco, has done good work 
in issuing, as a supplement in pamphlet form, an account of the bar­
ba.rities practised upon seamen by brutal captains and officers of ships 
in the mercantile marine. It is entitled The Red Rec01·d, and justly so; 
for none of the brutalities which are sometimes practised on land by 
exploiters on their wage-slaves can equal the atrocities committed on 
seamen by their "superior officers." We will quote one instance out of 
fifty or more that are given. 

"The TA:!\! O'SHANTER (2nd case), Captain Peabody, arrived in San Fran­
cisco, July, 1893. Charges of the grossest brutality made p.gainst Second-Mate 
R. Crocker (lttte of "Commodore T. H. Allen"). Crocker stands 6 feet 3 in 
height anJ weighs 260 pounds. Crocker · assaulted several seamen. One in par­
ticular, Harry Hill, bore nine wounds, five of them still unhealed. A piece was 
bitten out of his left palm, a mouthful of fl esh was bitten out of his left arm 
and his left nostril torn away as far as the bridge of the nose. Crocker is 
reported to have kicked the seamen from "pure devilment." He attempted to 
kick one seaman from aloft ; seaman slid down to the deck, Crocker followed 
him and administered a beating, the marks of which he showed in court. 
Crocker held on $500 (£100) bail. Case tried; usual verdict- acquittal." 

One wottld imagine that a sailor as a rule has enough of dangers and 
hardships without being mangled by wild beasts like Orocke1 . 

It is, of course,· an excellent tb.ing to enlighten public opinion on 
these matters, but we are s11re that while present cond-itions obtain 
there will not be much amelioration of the hard and brutal conditions 
under which seamen suffer. As a matter of fact, everything which 
could be done to ernmre their happi~ess, safety and comfort, shoutd be 
done and would be done by a community in which all men were regarded 
as equals. It is evident from past experience that the · law can not 
and wi~l not do anything vital to alter these things. A strong· inter­
national seamen's union is, after all, most likely to effect a change; b~t 
at the saine time it should be remembered that a revolution in men s 
social relations will at once end these conflicts Letween inaster and slave. 

INDIVIDUAL INITIATIVE. 

It is not often the opportunity of exercioing individual initiative 
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· 'humanely and spontaneously occurs in the miserable, sordid conditions 
of existence to-day ; but it is an encouraging thing to note that when 
the opporunity does occur the human will is ready to respond to the 
,ocfasion. An account is given of how, at a recent fire, a woman in 
grave peril was rescued from a third floor window, seventy feet from 
-the ground, by two policemen and a workingman. It is a striking 
instance of initiative and co-operation acting harmoniously and spon­
taneously. A ladder was placed against the house, but; beiu_g several 
·feet too i;;hort~ the only chance of rescue was by one man standing on 
·the top rung, being steadied by the others, persuading the woman to 
place her feet on his shoulders and thus bring her down to t.he ladder. 
This was successfully done, and the saving of this woman's life was due 
to the courage and initiative of these three men. There is plenty of 
hope for the ·building up of a better syste1p. of society whilst deeds of 
this sort can be chronicled; and it proves to us that in critical times 
we should not lack men of this spirit to overcome the difficulties of re­
~organising society on a free and equal basis. Some people will, of 
course, say tha_t these were exceptional men; but, after all, is it not 
·the opportupities which are exceptional? 

.THE REACTION. 

The epoch in which we are living may, without exaggeration, be 
.characterised as one of the most reactionary in modern history. 

Thousands of Socialists pining in prisons and fortresses, or in domi­
.cilio cocitto in Italy ; political and intellectual life, and even the human 
conscience itself, crushed down by barbarous police tyranny in Russia; 
the Armenian nation massac,red before the eyes of Europe, none holding 
out a friendly hand to them, as in the days of Byron and Landor, 
_John Brown and Garibaldi ; outrageous and absurd persecutions of 
Socialists in Germany; an obscurantist and ·openly plutocratic policy, 
and a clerical reaction, led by Jesuits of all sorts, in this country ; 

.such are the main features of our incomparable times. Reaction and 
oppression in politics and religion, weakness and confusion in the ideas 

.and the conscience of European humanity. 
When the odious policy of tyranny and obscurantism is exercised by 

a government one cannot be ' surprised. It is faithful to its historical 
traditions. A Conservative ministry is perfectly logical in trying to 

· throw back the intellectual an·d social life of England to the time of 
·George III. of odious memory. The chief of the Conservative govern­
ment only acted as one might expect when he appealed to the Jesuits 

.and the plutocratic exploitelS to take energetic measures against ideas 
of ema.ncipation and 'against the labor movement. "What we can do, 
we must do quickly," he said to the people's enemies. And he might 
have added, with legitimate pride, "Just for this purpose we obtained 
.an overwhelming majority at the general election ; a majority obtained 
.by the touching alliance between the Church and the Public-house, the 
brewers, the landlords and the Independent Labor Party; the Imperial-

,ist Unionists and the Social Democratic Federation, as Centralis~ and 
Unionist as they." Yes, he might have said as much as this. 

No less logical were those troglodytes of the glacial period sitting in 
-the House of Lords, when declaiming, by the mouth of Lord W emyss, 
that "at present their lordship's House was not in peril; that the 
dergy of Wales and Scotland were now safe from attacks ; property 
was secure ...... It would not be thought necessary in the interests of 
.the poor to pauperise the rich (i.e. the legacy duties and other taxes 
upon the rich ought to be abolished) ...... The noble lord criticises at 

. .considerable length the proposed Socialist legislation (that of the late 
gove_rnment ), including old age pensions, poor law reform, better hous­
ing of the working classes and shorter hours (eight) of labor." 

Logical, too, was the Lord Chancellor, when assuring .the noble trog­
lodytes that "no one would support any of the evils which the noble 
lord has denounced."-(Parliamentary report, Sept. 4, Daily Clwonicle, 
Sept. 51 1895.) :For the well-being of mankind is an" evil," an insult 
.to those ancient spectres, the defenders of the privileges of divine right. 

And behind them, the black band of clericals is all astir, "the In­
famous,'' whom Voltaire desires to overthrow; whilst around them 
·Crawl the greedy mass of exploiters controlling the Ministry, who prom-
1Se them not to give the needful orders for the Navy until the 
shipbuilders have succeeded in breaking up the worke~s' m1ions. One 

.and all they are endeavouring to turn the elementary. schools into 

.. Jesuit seminaries, and to close the' Free Li9raries "because workmen's 
wives read only novels." In other wm0 ds, women of the people reaq 
Dickens, Kingsley, George Eliot, Thomas Hardy or William M?rris, 
and are not able~ like the fair dames of the ari.:;tocracy and the middle­
class, to appreciate the crudities of " Aoristis " and A. Chenier, the 

-coarseness of Zola and the frivolities of Parisian boulevard novelettes. 
Thus Free Librari9s are seen to be a needle'ss bmden upon the rate-
payer; let them be closed! ' . 

Whence comes this threatening wave of reaction? To what an9. to 
'whom must its origin and impetus be attributed? 

First and -foremost, to the m_ischievous doct,rines of the charlatan& of 
·modern science~ falsely so calle,d; and, in the next place, to the propa­
,ganda of legalism and submission amongst the discontented and the 
·Oppressed. In our fathers' time, as we know, the opposition were 
driving at the cm·~ailme~t of the powers of the State, in favor of local 
self-government. N;ow the opposition are endeavouring to set up an 
.absolute central government, in an all-powerful State. Tlws it happens 
~hat the former foes of the powers of the State, of police rule, militar­
ism and bureaucracy, now look favorably upon the monstrous develop­
ment of the centralised State; in the childish hope that, some fine day, 

_\thanks to .imaginary "concentration of capital," they themserves will be 

in possession of 'the formidable power of the modern State. But _the 
number of exploiters increases at the same time as the strength of the 
State,-whilst the energetic resistance of the people and their revolu­
tionary initiative grows · less and less, thanks to the propaganda of 
legalism, discipline and submission. The oppressors, no longer held in 
check, perceive themselves to be reinforced and therefore return to their 
old tactic~ of obscurantism and despotism. 

"0 Liberty, what crimes are committed in thy name!" cr~ed Madame , 
Roland upon the scaffold. ·· We, in our days, may exclaim, '' What 
crimes are committed in the name of Science." It is in the name of 
science that the school of Lombroso, largely reinforced by· prosecutors 
and police agents, preaches the doctrine of innate criminali~y and r~­
turn to the cruel old absurdities of predestination and fatalism. It _ 1s 
in the name of science that the charlatans and police agents with 
Bertillon and his fellows restore the Inquisition and its torture, under 
the pretext of anthropometry. It is as a learned professor that the 
Russian Torquemada, Pobedonostseff, directs the persecution of religious 
"heretics." It is as scientific men that the leaders of the existing 
English government encourage the Jesuits in their crusade against 
instruction ~nd the plutocrats against trades-unions. 

But most revolting of all, is the reaction, the submission, the subor­
dination-, the discipline preached as "scientific Socialism." The all­
absorbent and all-powerful State, mankind organised into an army, an 
universal, . obligatory method of production, consumption regulated by 
the central authority; a future scientific society, wherein the toiler 
will have less freedom in the choice of an occupation than he has to­
day; and, above all, the central power in the hands of the "learned men" 
who tried to impose their stupid and immoral dictatorship upon the­
International and the Commune of Paris. 

A perpetual candidate of the Interna.tiop.al Labor Party, who is per­
petually beaten at elections, not content that he and his friends have 
facilitated the attainment of power by the Conservatives in this country, 
has begun to figure in the name of "scientific Socialism" against 
Democracy, Federalism, the Referendum, and direct legislation in 
Switzerland. I very much doubt if this courageous candidate knows 
that the " bears," the jl.£out1·y of Berne, already, without having real 
scientific Socialism a.re always trying to force the centralisation he so -
much likes upon the Swiss p~asantry. 

Another leader of the same scientific Socialism teaches us : " The 
self-governing workshop belongs not to Socialism ...... To suppose 
that the industrial affairs of a complicated industrial State can be run . 
without strict subordination and discipline, without obedience to orders 
...... is to dream not of Socialism.'1* 

State monopoly, industrial and agricultural armies, discipline, order 
subordination, obedience, these are what is preached to the disinherited 
and oppressed. And this slavish propaganda has been carried on for 
thirty years, under the name of scientific Socialism. How can we be 
surprised that at last it has succeeded in demoralising our generation 
to such an extent that the most modest act of insubordination is uni­
versally reprobated? Poor science! Wretched generation ! 

How shall we find words duly to stigmatise all these revolting absurd­
ities ? Above all, it is disgusting that all these pretended scientific 
men are ignoramuses O_!'.' charlatans both in history and in Socialism. 

Historic tradition teaches us that mankind progressed and enfran­
chised itself by fighting against power, authority and its organs. It 
also teaches us that the richest development, political, social and intel­
lectual, has always been rnalised in autonomous societies, in small 
federations of communes and little federal republics. Centralised 
States, on the contrary, stop all p.rogr€\SS and nations submit to a cen­
tralist ?'egime when. they are in a state of decay or stagnation. The 
Ionian republics, the republics of Italy from the fourteenth to the 
sixteenth century, and of Spain before Charles V., and Switzerlan<;l , 
amid her bare and rugged mountains, are striking illustrations, and so, 
on the other side, are Persia, Russia, and the Spain of Phillip II. and 
his successors. All the great historians of the preceding generation 
preached government by the direct legislation of the autonomous people 
(F. Schlosser, E. Oguinnet, Michelet, August Thierry, etc.), or, like 
Buckle, they demonstrated that the best government wg,s that which 
abolishes the most laws. Or else they said, with Carlyle, " Reform 
Ministries are as barren -as ~he East wind;'' and of parliamentary elect­
ions, so dear to our dull i;;cientists, that a vote was the right to send "one 

. twenty-thousanth part of a master of tongue to the National. Palaver." 
In the days of our fathers, when Victor Hugo pilloried the crow:n 

and crowned head,:;, when Heine, Byron and Shelley, and many more, 
sang of revolt, when Longfellow sang of the abolition of- slavery and 
Dickens pleaded the cause of the oppressed and disinherited, then 
warmhearted ·men and advanced parties acted upon their own initiative, 
without waiting for orders .and authorisations. They created the epoch. 
between 1867 and 1865, which saw the war of independence in Italy 
and the anti-slavery contest in the United States, the abolition of se!-'f­
dom in Russia, and the rise of the International, the age of " the ' very 
poetry of politic,:;." 'l'bey did not await the orders or authorisation of 

•Sultan, Tzar or Emperor befo1·e coming to the aid of the oppressed or 
the massacred. No, hundreds of thousands of heroic men gathered to­
gether in defence of the liberty held' so high by Garibaldi, that incarn­

. ation of humanitarian ideas and the spfrit of freedom. 
In our time, the fate of the oppressed is confided to the diplomacy of 

ministers ; the masses, deadened by the " scientific" propaganda of 
~degradation and slavery, remain motionless while a nation is being 
eiX:terminated. Whilst ministers and diplomatists ex.change comp~iments 

* Sidney Webb, L.C.C. & F.F.S., Socialism triie andfalse. pages 15 & ~8. 
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'.·and apostles of scientific slavery n;i.isl~ad the_ mass~s, the· em~ss~ries · of 
" the Sultan are murderil'10~ children, ohtragmg girls and nppmg up 

pregnant women. And the blood o'f t~rn~e ~nnocent~ is "~pon all those 
political, literary, scientific and Socialistic. r~actionanes, who h~ve 

. pi~stituted the ~cience, emasculated the Socialism and depraved the 
c~nscie'nce of our generation. AN OLD lNTERNA'rIONALIST. 

CRIME & PUNISHMENT. 

. In ar:cient times, when men believed in "miracles," when men 
believed that all human beings had "a free will," it was but IOgical to 
hold a criminal responsible for his deed and punish him accordingly. 
However irrational this belief might have been, the people of that time 
were at least logical. Orice admit that a man has a "free will," it must 
follow that he has absolute control over his actions; and if by his actions 
he commits a "crime," it is but jusb that he should bear the penalty of 
his own misdeed. The p9pular belief was that crimes were committed 

. wilfully, and to kill criminals was to get rid of them and thus frighten 
· others from following in their footsteps. Hence, as a necessary re:mlt, 
we have' the old ·maxim, "An eye for an eye; a tooth for a tooth." 

But nowadays, when_ man pretends to be more cultured than his an­
cestors, when we partly know that "man is as free as a bird in a cage/~ 
when we claim to know that every act, every fancy and every dream is 

· backed by ~n efficient cause, it is absurd to hold a man responsible · for 
· his deed. It is ridiculousJy painful and painfully ridiculous to suppose 
that a sane person prefers unhappiness to joy. It can not be said that 
man intends permanently to injure himself, and that he commits crimes 
in order to fill his life wit·h misery. Though man is Nature's last · and 
most perfect production, he is, after all, a slave to all the climatic, 
economical and political conditions; he cannot separate himself from 
the environments of Nature. Given a certain man and certain condi­

-tions and he will act in a certain way. Certain effects follow certain 
·causes, just as night follows the day. Man is irresistibly led to do, or 
impelled to do, certain things, and there are other things he can not do. 

We know that if any ~me of us is a product of our civilization, all of 
us are: yoll cannot rationally say that one cJass of persons are produced 
by the present social system and another class are not. And . if, after 
all our knowledge, we still keep on doing as our ancestors have , done; 
if, after all, we say: "A blow has been struck at the community, and 
the conununity must deal a blow in return," we are not only cruel and 
irrational but also illogical. We have no reason for punishing a crim­
inal, since he is an inevitable product pf our civilisation, One man is 
no more to be blamed for being a criminal than another for being ill. 
They are both victims and ought to be pitied rather than punished. 

There is no reformation in degradation. vV.hoever is degraded by 
society becomes its enemy ; the seeds of malice are sown in · his heart, 
and to the day of his death will he hate the hand that sowed those seeds. 

I wish it to be distinctly understood that all criminal or rather anti­
social deeds fill me wi~h unspeakable horror; but that horror does not 
_;Jl).ake me overlook ,the patent fact that all criminals are concomitants 
of this glorious Christian civilisation; it cannot make me overlook the 
patent fact that all crimes ate but poor imitati~ns of the acts committed 
by our soldiers, police and hangmen, whose bloody work is praised and 
glorified by the press and by the people, with a few pleasing exceptions. 

Hence I say, that t'o kill or punish a criminal is simply to create 
more criminals and do nQthing tovyards their reformation or prev-ention. 
By putting a man cruelly to death in order to show how valuable an­
other man's life is, we cannot remeciy the evil; hundreds and thousands 
of men and women have been killed for crimes committed,-has the 
number of criminals grown smaller? Are we any nearer a society 

.without crimes? No! I 8ay, and most emphatically, No! It is said 
that about seven thousand murders have been committed in the United 
States during the year 1893, and the offences of lesser degree have 
been so numerous that even an approximate estimate can hardly be 
fbrmed. · However, I am not dealing with statistics, but I have called 
your attention to this fact in order' to show you how far we are from 
non-criminality, despite the application of the most severe kind of 
punishments. 

Society in general i~ responsible for its criminality ; the preyailing 
poverty among the masses and the rush for the spoil among the .rich 
are'the chief causes of all crimes. 1'he problem of progress and poverty 
has to be solved before we can hope to reach that stage of civilisation 
where we shall have no more c'r-iminals. Before this has been done, 
you may kill as· many criminals as you-choose, but you can not in that 
way prevent the remaining causes from producing others. You might 
as well cut orl' an occasidnal thistle-head with the_ expectation of killing 
the crop, as hope to exterminate crime through the deterrent power of 
pu:pishment. · H. A. KocH. 

THE · PROPAGANDA. 

RE.PORTS. 

THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST WORKERS' AND TRADE UNIOX CONGRESS. 
' Anarchist Committee. 

The Committee chosen at the Conference of London .Anarchists ~n December 
26th, met for _the first time on Ji;i,nuary lst. J. Toehatti, -was appointed secre­
tary, W. Wess treasurer, and T. Reece assistant-.secretary. Oorrespond<Jice 
relating to the position of Tradti Unions and other working-class organisations, 
not binding-themselves unreservedly to political · action, at the International 
Congress was read and answered as· agreed to. The Committee decided to apen 
up communicati~n 'Yith the provincial Anarchist groups and non-political 
_workmeJ?-S' orgamsations for the ·purpos'e of ensuring concerted action against 

the unfair and desp9tic conduct of the Marxist ma,joi;itY. of the· 00rganising Com­
mit.tee, who are endeavouring to throttle anythi'ng like independent criticism 
or effective opposition by shutting out the delegates of the non-political section. 
of the international labor movement. It was also agreed that a manifesto~ similar 
to the one drawn· up by the Anarchists prior to the Zurich Congress, ·should be 
issued as early in the month as possible . 

.A ·fund was opened to meet printing and other incicleiltal expenses, to which 
contributions of comrades are earnestly requested. All moneys should be sent. 
to W . ·w ess, 42 Cressy Houses, Cressy Street, Stepney, and all othe'r communi­
cations t Q J. Tochatti, Carma'gnole House, Hammersmith, who will afford any 
further information. Contributions will be acknowledged ip ottr papers, and a. 
monthly balance sheet 'will be issued. The committee will now meet weekly, 
and the co-operation of all those who love justice and fair play is welcomed. 

' T .. REECE, assistant sec. 

A variety of useful work for Anarchism has been put in by-Legga tt, Turner, 
Kitz, Tochatti, and Banham, who have lectured at various l.L.P. and S.D.F, 
branches, p:r:ovoked good discussion, and received very favorable attention. .A. 
debate between C. T. Quinn and vV. G. Pearson, on Social Democracy versus 
Anarchism, took place on January 12th at Milton Hall, Kentish Town ; Quinn 
asked a number of questions which Pearson failed to ansvver, and scored 
accordingly. . . 

.A lecture list,- containing the names of nine lecturers and thirty-five subjects, 
has been printed. in a neat and attractive st)rle and is being distributed amongst 
most Liberal, Social Democratic and Independent Labor clubs iii London. Any 
comrade knowing a lecture hall or club in his neighbourhood where one of our 
speakers might get an invitation can have a few of these lists on application to 
W. Banham, 52 Sedgmoor Place, Camberwell, S. E. 

OUT old friends, the K division of police, "guardians of the peace" in Strnt· 
ford, have been at their· tricks again. On Sunday, January 29th, while Sam 
Roden was speaking at The Grove 606K kicked the platform from under him, 
cutting his hand severely in the fall, and showed a vigorous appreciation of the 
good old adage, "Never kick a man until he's down." li;i 1886, six comrades. 
went there to hold a -meeting ; five of them appeared in the dock next morning 
and one of these intellectual body-snatchers, 60K, solemnly informed the magis­
trate that l:e saw one of the prisoners standing on a stool "prea:ching sedu?tion";. 
and although the neighbourhood was obstructed by the huge carcases of eighteen 
policemen and a lunatiG on horseback who charged the audience with his sword 
drawn, our comrades were declared guilty of the offence . . 

Amongst a number of London comrades, there has for some time been a desire­
for a better kind of .Anarchist organisation than has previously existed. They 
have at length made a start in their particular direction. "The .Associated 
.Anarchists" has been founded with the obje"ct of fUTthering .Anarchism by or­
ganised effort. 'l'he.y have printed a small circular setting forth their obj ect, 
methods, and a series of free agreements for carrying on their business and pro­
paganda. They also intend to shortly issue a manifesto explaining their ideas. 
on organisation more fully. T. REECE. 

DEPTFORD.-During the past two months the Anarchist Communist propa.· 
ganda here has been kept up with greater regularity . Open-air meetings 
have been addressed by comrades Leggatt, Roden, Ford, Turner and Carter, 
-Leggatt and Roden speaking to enormous crowds . . On Sundll.y, Nov. 3rd, 
at Smith's Coffee Tavern, Deptford Bridge, near ~roadway, a start was made 
with the indoor propaganda, when comrade Harragan gave a slaf:hing, out­
spoken address on "Anarchy and }).ow to realise it," to a very appreciative 
audience, who applauded loudly the revolutionary renfarks of our comrade. 
On Sunday, Nov. 10, comrade Presbury was to have lectured on "The Chicago 
Martyrs," but, not putting in an appearance, his place was taken by comrade 
Henri Belse, who, after giving an account of the events which led up to the 
murder of our five comrades, read the speech of our comrade August 8pies. 
Comrade Turner lectured on the l 7th on '" First principles of Anarchy and 
Socialism," to a rather poor audience ; intelligent opposition was given by 
comrade Bell of the I.L.P., which was answered to the satisfaction of all. 
Sunday, Nov. 24, comrade Olivia R0ssetti was to have lectured on "The 
Revolutionary Movement in Italy," a good audience were waiting, but our 
comrade failed to put in an appearance; our local speakers not being present, 
we were in a bit of a fix; however, sooner than send the audience away, & 

comrade read a part of "Expropriation" and replied to a ra:ther animated 
discussion. South L-.>ndon comrades are requested to turn up regularly and 
support. · W. H. 

GLASGOW-The propaganda here has been rather quiet of late owing to the 
lack of speakers and also to the inclement weather, but we have not been 
idle. On Sunday, October 13tlr, some comrades attended a lecture (the first 
of a series organi8ed by the Individualists of the AuberoR Herbert school) 
and offered some criticism on thf' lecture, with the result that Banham 
accepted an invitation to lectu!"e for them. On the 2lst,. Harry Quelch 

, lectured for the S .D.F. on "Social -Democracy"; several comrades took part 
i1,1 the discussiof1 aud Banbam challenged him, or any repri>sentative of the 
S.D.F., to publicly debate the question of "Anarchist Communism v. S_ocial 
Democracy." Quelch, in reply, refused to deuate, saying that we were not 
worth it; he then proceeded to misrepresent, ridicule and abuse .our prin­
cjples, not even attempting to reply by argument to any of the points raised. 
As this is t.he way Social Democrats treat their opponents before they have 
gained power, what will it be like when they have (if they ever do) "captured 
the political machine." On Sunday morning, O~tober 27th, Levenson and 
Banbam addressed an audience of about 600 people, to whom we sold a con­
siderable quantity of literature, on Glat1gow Green; and in the evening 
Banham lectured on "Anarchist Communism-What it means," to au atten­
tive. audience in the Individualists' Hall, Brunswick Street, and the m~rits of 
Communism, Individualis~ and Free Competition were debated in good style. 
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