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THE TRADE UNION CONGRESS.

The last Trade Union Congress, which was held during the month
past, at Hlinburgh, offers a new departure, to which it is essential to
draw the attention of all thinking Socialists.

Iu its voutine business, the CUongress has not departed much from
its predecessors. It has entrusted its Parliwmentary Counnittee to
foree through Parliament laws relative to the supervision of
factories. It has admonished the Governmsat for giving
to such firms as do not pay Trade Union wages, and urged that that
seandal should cease. But it has refused admission to the Congress to
the representatives of three papers which do not pay Trade-union

rages (why nre not these papers named ).

mines and

ihs orders

The discussion of different technical points of different industries
was in all vespects highly instructive. Thus, to mention one poing
only, we learn that out of the 300,000, or so, men and children
employed in the mines—not only one thousand, and more, are killed
every yvear, but that also comsiderably move than o hundred thousand
are wounded every year by various accidents. The aceuracy of this
authoritutive statement evidently cannot be doubted, aud it goes far
to show the greediness of the capitalists.

The same misunderstandings as last year took place concerning
the so-called Socialist resolution. It is well known that although most
trade-unionists do not extend their demands farther than a demand
for * fair wages,” thers is amongst them a governing feeling to the
effect thut the control of the whole of every industiial concern ought
to be in the hands of the workers themselves. And there is a steadily
growing majority of workers in Britain who are more and more in
touch with Socialist ideas, and who simply and plainly wish that the
mines and the factories should be socinlised, in one way or another,
and be managed and owned by the workers. Socialism makes its way
in the Trade Unions as everywhere, and although the majority of
the workers do not yet rely upon the possibility of such socinlisation,
very few among them would be opposed to it on principle.

Bub as Socialism has always been advocated among them in its
State’s centralised form, and as all past history of the Unions brings
them to distrust the State—it is evident that the unionisbts hesitate to
commit themselves to such resolutions, in which Social Democrats
embody, or mean to embody, their ideal of * armies of workers” under
State management, The hackneyed example of the State’s arrange-
ment of the Post Office does not appear to their sound minds as an
ideal of industrial organisation.

Uonsequently, the so-called Socialist resolution is always met with a
certain opposition, and acecepted half-heartedly, as an impeirfect
expression of the Unionists’ aspirations. So it was also at the last
Congress, at which more than three-fourths of the delegates voted
some sort of Socialist resolution, but one-fourth opposed it.

And now comes the two points in which the Congress departed from
its previous routine.

Owing to the presence of two American and one German delegates,
the Edinburgh Congress made a first step towards assuming an inter-
national eharacter.

Two delegates of the American Federation of Labour were received
with the heartiest greetings; and although they limited themselves to
reading ab the Congress reports on the general conditions of labour in
the States, it is evident that the questions of the International

Federation of Labour Unions and of international strikes must have

been discussed between the American and the British Unionists.

‘We heartily greet the appearance of other unionists than British at
the British Cougress. The last International Labour and Socialist
Congress has proved how little interest in their economic affairs and
economic strugeles the workers can expect to find at Congresses at
which Social Democrats are numerous. All the hard struggles by
means of which the Trade Unions of this country have constituted their
power, cultivated the conditions of labour (so far as they could be
ameliorated without expropriation), and conquered hberties for their
unious and strikes—all these struggles do not interest the Social
Democrats so long as they do not win seats in Parliaments. In fact,
the French deputy, Jaurés, treated the English Unions as Westminster
antiquities, and it is now evident that the intention of one section, at
least, of the French Social Democracy was to substitute for the Labour
Congresses, Congresses of the Socinl Democratic parliamentary repre-
sentabives of all nations. At any rate, such movements as those which
are now going on amongst the workers of the United States, England,
Belgium and Germany, to constitute a Federation of all workers
engaged in the shipping trade, or of all miners, and, we hope socn, of

the textile trades as well, nnd the general strike whieh is brewing oub
of these movements, do not interest the French aud German Social
Demoerats, who are inclined to look wt such movements on the contrary,
anything but friendly, Instance, the veception given to the General
Strike resolulion at the London Congress.

Lt is, therefore, absolutely necessary that the elements for new
Lalour Congresses, convoked by the Lalour Organisations themselves, and
nol fulling wader e domination of political parties—~Socialist or not—
should be worked out, Most probably, not further than two yewrs hence
an International Lebdour Congress will have to be convoked, i ad of
the Tuternational Socialist and Labour Congress whose seat in
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to be Germany, while everyone kunows—while the recent expulsion of
Tom Mann only too well proves it—thit no International Convress can

be held in Germany. We grect, therefore, that first step towards the
internationalisation of Trade Unions Congresses which was mude ab
Edinburgh. ¥

Perhaps, we must mention also the presence of a German unionist
delegnte at the Kdinburgh Congress. But this delegate only came to
sy that his unions were the true ones, while theve are other labour
unions in Germany which are not the true ones—probably because they
keep apart from Social Demoeracy and do not eontribute to the Social
Demoeratic elections.  Labour unions ought to beware of such
delegates, who already divide the young labour movement in Germany
into two parts—the orthodox and the unorthodox—mnot heeause the
latter would not be serious enough in their strugele agninst eapitalism,
but because they do not join the Parfiementary Social Democratic
movement,

An internaticnal union of labour organisations ought not to know
such divisions. Cupital is its enemy. Dirvect warfare against it—its
weapons. Let obhers use other weapons, if they like; but do not
prevent ‘the labour unions from using their own. And don’t
measure the orthodoxy of labour uniouns by their willingness to use
other weapons than those of their own choice.

As to the second new venture of the Hdinburgh Congress, it is,
perhaps, of even still greater importance. For the first time Trade
Unionists have joined hands with Co-operators.

It hardly need be said that the shameless behaviour of the bosses in
Glasgow and Edinburgh, some of whom boycotted the co-operators and
even the sisters of those who were employed by the co-operators, was
the last drop to bring about the alliance between the Uwnionist and the
Co-operator; but that that alliance was preparing long since is self-
evident.

The fact that the Manchester Wholesale Co-operative subseribed
£5,000 to the Yorkshire miners strike fund, and cpened a considerable
credit to the local co-operative stores in the strike region, was a quite
new move in the right direction in the history of the Co-operative
movement.

True, that in the productive co-operative workshopslabour continues
to be exploited for the benefit of the shareholders; and the small share
of profits which is allotted to the workers is rothing but what every
reasonable capitalist could do to consolidate his monopoly. T'rue, that
in some co-operative workshops even the trade union wages were not
strictly adhered to. But the Sociulist ideas penetrate into the co-
operative movement as well.
co-operative stores, especially in the North, are workers; and, as such,
they are foreibly brought to be members of their respective unious,
which again must be brought more and more to understand the
necessity of taking possession of the necessaries for production. The
Socialist ideal is thus bound to permeate both the unions and the
co-operative organisations. :

But if these two movements come to join hands (ns was the ideal of
Robert Owen and all the earliest Socialists), a new invincible force will
be created.

And—what is still more important—that now so much asked for
form of economic organisation of Society without Capital and State
will be indicated by that union. While the State Socialist knows
nothing to advoeate but State property, State capitalism, and State
management of industries, after the land, the mines, the factories, the
railways, and so on, have been socialised, and sees in the Post Office and
the railway the ideal of future society—Life itself indicates another,
far more reasonable and practical solution outside the State, by means
of a direct agreement between the consumer and the producer.

That this union cannot be strong, and still less general, so long as

the present mornopoly in land, factories and capital continues to exist,

is self-evident. That co-operation and unionism cannot shake off the
yoke of monopoly merely by obtaining fair wages and making
economies in the cost of living, is again self-evident.

The great bulk of the buyers at
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But their union points out in which direction we must look for the
economical organisation of Society when monopoly has been destroyed
by the Social Revolution. :

One word more. The resolutions of their Congresses are mere
guggestions to the body of the workers. Are they less important for
that ¢ ] '

ANARCHISM : ITS PHILOSOPHY AND IDEAL

BY PETER KROPOTKIN.

This eonception and ideal of society is certainly not new. On the
contrary, when we analyze the history of popular institutions—the clan,
the village community, the guild and even the urban commune of the
Middle Ages in their first stages —we find the same popular tendency
to constitute a society according to this idea; a tendency, however,
always trammelled by domineering minorities, All popular movements
bore this stamp, more or less, and with the Anabaptists and their fore-
runners in the ninth century we already find the same ideas clearly
expressed in the religious language which was in use at that time.
Uunfortunately, till the end of the lust century this ideal was always
tainted by a theocratic spirit; and it is only nowadays that the concep-
tion of society deduced from the observation of social phenomena is rid
of its swaddling-clothes. (@

It is only to-day that the ideal of a society where each governs him-
self according to his own will (which is evidently a vesult of the social
influences borne by each) is affirmed in its economie, political and moral
aspects at oue and the same time, and that this ideal presents itself
buased ou the necessity of Communism, imposed on our modern societies
by the eminently soeial character of our present production,

In fact, we know full well to-day that it is futile to speak of liberty
as long as ecunomic slavery exists,

¢ Speak not of liberty—poverty is slavery!” is not a vain formula :
it has penetrated into the ideus of the great working-class masses ; it
filters throngh all the present literature ; it even carries those along who
live on the poverty of others, and takes from them the arrogance with
which they tormerly asserted their rights to exploitation.

Millious of Socialists of both hemispheres alrendy agree that the pres-
ent form of enpitalistic social ;l.ppl-opl’iﬂtiou cannob last much longer.
Capitalists themselves feel that it must go and dare not defend it with
their former assurance. Their only argument is reduced to sayicg to
us: “ You have invented nothing better!” But as to denying the
fatal consequences of the present forms of property, as to justifying
their right to property, they canuot do it. They will practise this
right as long as freedom of action is left to them, but without trying
to base it on an idea. This is easily understood. :

For instance, take the town of Paris—a creation of so many centu-
ries, & product of the genius of a whole nation, a result of the labor
of twenty ov thirty generations. How conld one maintain to an inhab-
itant of that town who works every day to embellish it, to purify it, to
nourish it, to make it a centre of thought and art—how could one
assert before one who produces this wealth that the palaces adorning
the strects of Paris belong in all justice to those who ave the legal pro-
prietors to-day, when we are all creating their value, which would be
nil without us ?

Such a fiction can be kept up for some time by the skill of the people’s
educators. The great battalions of workers may not even reflect about
it; but from the moment a minority of thinking men agitate the ques-
tion and submit it to all, there ¢an be no doubt of the result. Popular
opinion answers: “ It is by spoliation that they hold these riches!”

Likewise, how can the peasant be made to believe that the bourseois
or manorial land belongs to the proprietor who has a legal claim, when
a peasant ean tell us the history of each bit .of land for ten leagues
avound ?  Above all, how make him believe that it is useful for the
nation that Mr, S8o-and-so keeps a piece of land for his park when so
many neighbouring peasants would be only too glad to cultivate it 2

And, lastly, how make the worker in a factory, or the miner in a
m'ue, believe that factory and mine equitably belong to their present
m sters, when worker and even miner are beginning to see clearly
through Punama scandals, bribery, French, Turkish or other railwavs
pillage of the State and the legal theft, from which great commercial and
industrial property are derived ?

In fact the masses have never believed in sophisms taught by econ-
omists, uttered more to confirm exploiters in their rights -than to
convert the exploited | Peasants and workers, erushed by misery and
finding no support in the well-to-do classes, have let things go, save
from time to time when they have affirmed their rights by insurrection,
And if workers ever thought that the day would come when personal
appropriation of capital would profit all by turning it into a stock of
wealth to be shared by all; this illusion is vauishin g like so many others
The worker perceives that he has been disinherited, and that disinhel-ite(i
he will remain, unless he has recourse to strikes or revolts to tear from
l_liﬁ masters the smallest part of viches built ap by his own efforts ; that
is to say, in order to get that little, he already must impose on himself
the pangs of hunger and face imprisonment, if not exposure to Imperial,
Royal, or Republican fusillades.

But a greater evil of the present system becomes more and more
marked ; namely, that in a system based on private appropriation, all
that is necessary to life and to produc.ion—Iland , housing, food and tools

—having once passed into the hands of a few, the production of neces-
sities that would give well-being to all is continually hampered. The
worker feels vaguely that our present technical power could give abund-
ance to all, but he also perceives how the capitalistic system and the
State hinder the conquest of this well-being in every way.

Far from producing more than is needed to assure material riches,
we do not produce enough., When a peasant covets the parks and
gardens of industrial filibusters and Panamists, round which judges
and police mount gnard—when he dreams of covering them with erops
which, he knows, would carry abundance to the villages whose ichabit-
ants feed on bread hardly washed down with sloe wine—he understands
this.

The miner, forced to be idle three days a weelk, thinks of the tons of
coal he might extract, and which are sorely needed in poor households.

The worker whose factory is closed, and who tramps the streets in
search of work, sees bricklayers out of work like himself, while one-fifth
of the population of Paris live in insanitary hovels; he hears shoe-
makers complain of want of worl, while so many people need shoes—
and so on,

In short, if certain economists delight in writing treatises on over-
production, and in explaining each industrial crisis by this cause, they
would be much at a loss if ealled upon to name a single article produced
by France in greater quantities than are necessary to satisfy the needs
of the whole population. It is certainly not corn: the country is
obliged to import it. It is not wine either : peasants drink but little
wine, and substitute sloe wine in its stead, and the inhabitants of towns
have to be content with adulterated stuff, It is evidently not houses:
millions still live in cottages of the most wretched description, with one
or two apertures, It is not even good or bad books, for they are still
objects of luxury in the villages. Only one thing is produced in quan-
tities greater than needed,—it is the bndget-devouring individual ; but
such merchandise is not mentioned in lectures by political economists,
although those individuals possess all the attributes of merchandise,
being ever ready to sell themselves to the highest bidder.

What economists eall over-production is but a production that is
above the purchsing power of the worker, who is reduced to poverty
by Capital and State. Now, this sort of over-production remains fatally
characteristic of the present capitaliss production, because—Proudhon
has already shown it—workers cannot buy with their salaries what they
have produced and at the same time copiously nourish the swarm of
idlers who live upon their work.

The very essence of the present economie system is, that the worker
can never enjoy the well-being he has produced, and that the number
of those who live at his expense will always augment. The more a
country is advanced in industry, the more this number grows. Inevit-
ably, industry is directed, and will have to be directed, not towards
what is needed to satisfy the needs of all, but towards that which, at a
given moment, brings in the greatest temporary profit to a few. Of
necessity, the abundance of some will be based on the poverty of others,
and the straitened cireumstances of the greater number will have to
be maintained at all costs, that there may be hands to sell themselves
for a part only of that which they ave capable of producing; without
which, private accumulation of capital is impossible |

These characteristies of our econoinical system ave its very essence.
Without them, it cannot exist ; for, who would sell his labor power for
less than it is capable of bringing in, if he were not fovced thereto by
the threat of hunger ?

And those essential traits of the system are also its most crushing
condemnation,

As long as England and France were pioneers of industry, in the
midst of nations backward in their technical development, and as long
as neighbours purchased their wools, their cotton goods, their silks,
their iron and machines, as well as a whole range of articles of luxury,
at a price that allowed them to enrich themselves at the expense of
their clients,—the worker could be buoyel up by hops that he, too,
would be called upon to appropriate an ever and ever larger shave of
the booty to himself. But these conditions ave disappearing. In their
torn, the backward nations of thirty years ago have become great pro-
ducers of cotton goods, wools, sills, machines and articles of luxury. In
certain branches of industry they have even taken the lead, and not
only do they struggle with the pioneers of industiy and commerce in
distant lands, but they even compete with tho:e pioneers in their own
countries. In a few years Germany, Switzerland, Italy, the United
States, Russia and Japan have become great industrial countries.
Mexico, the Indies, even Servia, are on the march—and what will it be
when China begins to imitate Japan in manufacturing for the world’s
market ?

The result is, that industrial erises, the frequency and duration of
which are always augmenting, have passed into a chronie state in many
industries. Likewise, wars for Oriental and African markets have
become the order of the day since several years; it is now twenty-five
years that the sword of war has been suspended over Iuropean states.
And if war has not burst forth, it is especially due to influential finan-
ciers who find it advantageous that States should become more and more
indebted. But the day on which Money will find its interest in foment-
ing war, human flocks will be driven against other h ymar, flocks, and will
buteher one another to settle the afiuirs of the world’s master-financiers.

All is linked, all holds together under the present economic system,
and all tends to make the fall of the industrial and mercantile system
under which we live inevitable. Its duration is but a question of time,
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that may already be counted by years and no longer by centuries. A
question of time—and energetic attack on our part! Idlers do not
make history : they suffer it !

CHARITY: TRUE AND FALSE

KENWOUGRTHY.

BY J. C.

This is not up in the clouds. I ask any reader who has not yet tried
the method to go to the next meeting he atvends wich this resolve in
his mind: “It is my duty as a consisvent Socialist, Communist, Anarech-
ist, us one who seeks the good of all, to fowe, truly and fully, those
people who are gathered with me.” Let it be your effort to do this;
and see what cowes of it. If all at the meeting do this, upon what line
is their action likely to develop? Upon the line of coming together, of
shariug their means, of *“ pooling their lives,” of seeking together hon-
est and simple ways of living. It must be so; it begins to be so.

‘Walk the streets with this resolve in your miud, to love the people
in the streets, every one of them, good and bad. The world will then
take on a different color; the possibilities of life will appear wholly
different. You will forgst yourself and those fettering needs and fears
of yours, and you will live in the lives of others. Despair will become
hope ; bitterness will become joy.

The need of a socinl revolution is simply the need of the reorganis-
ation of industry. Onee men can dig and plant and build and exchange,
geeking the equal welfare of all, kings and councils may go, priests and
soldiers may go; their evil part is played. And the true work of the
revolution is the work of so reorganising industry—a work which is
right at hand to each one, waiting; eclamoring to be done,

This way we must go, or be for ever beaters of the air. We need a
Socialist Co-operation, from which no exploitution flows to idle people—
a Communist Co-operation whose property belongs to ull, not being
given by law to a few; an Anarchist Co-operation which refuses obe-
dience to and rejects the treacherous help of the unjust, fatal, prineiple-
violating law of the land. And the whole fabric must rest upon the
principle of Equality, of equal opportunity; it must be planned by
Charity, by Love ; and it must be built, stone upon stone, by Liberty,
by woluntary action. They who contiibute to this must be people will-
ing to, at a moment’s notice, surender all, even life itself, for their
great cause; people who for the evil done to them will return good,
only good, and that wholly; people whose first desire for their fellow
is, not to control and organise them, but to inspire them, so that each
may become, not members of a party, tools of an organisation, but an
independent servant of principles which bind men to the service of hu-
manity. T'o a man who loves his kind -only such converts are worth
making ; kings and capitalists alone desive the count of heads and of
votes, I foresece the culmination of these ideas which are now begin-
ning to voice themselves once more in the world’s history, I see the
gathering here and there of men and women who live by this spirit:
I gee their union of soul, their community of goods, their service of
. honest labor and simple natural living, I see them quietly and unob-
servedly redeeming the land, building up new, healthful industry. Like
the old prophet’s hero, they do not strive nor ery, but they fan the
smoking flax, they strengthen the bruised reed. And I foresee their
persecutions ; the State, iliscm'ering that the people are again slipping
from beneath its feet, will, as old Rome did, persecnte after the fashion
of the day (indeed, already we have the persecution of the movement’s
vanguard) ; the Chureh, finding itself exposed in perverting and with-
holding what it professes to preach, and finding its vested interests, its
partnership in oppressions, threatened with death, will in the name of
God denounce the disciples of the Kingdom of Heaven. For all this
we must be prepared ; it is pmt of the conflict.

And the end ¢ It is sure. Why? Because there is a Power in,
behind, the universe: a Power which is one, and whose purpose is Love
and Truth; in whose service there is no failure, but all is failure which
is not in that service. Call Him God, or what you will—He, It, is there,
to be found by every one who will honestly face the facts of life, and
lovingly, in true charity, act upon those facts.

Our call is not to painful duties and gloomy sacrifices. In this truth
of life we have been shown a treasure which we shall do well to buy at
the price of all else we have in the woild, even the life of our body.
Did you ever meet a man who regretted that he had given up anything
in true service of a right cause? Never! That is impossible in the
nature of things.

If then, friends, you call yourselves Socialists, Communists, Anarch-
ists, you who wish to live honestly and kindly,—if the principle has not
moved you so far, let it move you now; the principle, I mean, of
always, at every cost, trying to see and speak the whole undimmed
truth, and to do deeds of perfect love, perfect charity, to all men;
thinking nothing at all of your own needs and fears. This will begin
to remake society. None of us can understand all the complications
of lite; none of us can know how to arrange the lives of others than
ourselves ; none of us really know the future. But we do know when
we are inspired by love and truth ; and love and truth are before us as
an absolute ideal to be followed,—the more completely, then the more
safely and happily. And by devotion to this ideal, and in no other
way whatever, can we bring about the good we seek.  Violence, hurt-
fulnese, are velatives to savagery ; diplomacy is lying, and leads to de-
struction. But we are of another spirit.

Does this still seem in the clouds? Then let us the more e.irnestly
begin to realise principles in practice ; for by that means men will see
that all good order in rociety, all human welfare, depend upon and
vesult from the adoption of this attitude of mind and direction of effort
among men. But as long as we only talk of how society ought to be,
without trying to live in that way ourselves, the world will go on saying,
as it says of us now: *“"These people only talk; they cannot do
anything,

( Conclusion.)

Social Democratic Criticism
of the International Congress.

The Newe Zeit (No. 47), a semi-official Social Democratic review, gives
a very interesting and straightforward criticism on the International
Congress recently held in London. It is all the more interesting to us
Anarchists, as we here have a journal edited by two prominent mem-
bers of the Social Democratic Party, Kautsky and Bernstein (both
present at the Congress, if I am not mistaken), virtually confirming
many of the arguments put forward by the Anarchists,

After denying all that had been asserted by the capitalist press with
regard to the absolute failure of the Congress, the writer of the article,
who, by the way, does not sign his name, goes on to say, that while ap-
preciating all the good that was done by the Congress, it would be a
great mistake for Social Democrats to shut their eyes to its numerous
shortcomings. He says:
 It’s true the movement does not depend only upon the exterior success of
Congresses.  But still, when Congresses are called together, one must prove
onesell capable to see that the movement be presented in a dignified way. The
foremost requisite for this is to make use of the time in a way corresponding
with its aims......... Al

That in this respect the Congress left very much to be desired, is being unani-
mously acknowledged. Three of the five Congress days that were practically at
the disposal of the Congress have been wasted over formalities that ought to
have taken barely a day. And it is not right to attribute all the guilt exelu-
sively to the Anarchists and their sympathisers.

Commenting upon the debate on the Zurich resolution, the writer
8ays: -

*“ But here a new mistake was made in the choice of the speakers for this
resolution, and a mistake which was not accidentally made, but the result of a
false tendency. Instead of choosing according to competence, i.e. men who were
}rl‘csent at Zurich and Brussels, and who could speak with an intimate know-

edge of the facts in question, people allowed themselves to be carried away by
nationality and the sound of name. Men were called on to speak upon the
Zurich resolution, of whom the one—Jaurés—had evidently no idea of the pre-
vious history of the resolution, the other one—Hyndman—only knew it second-

hand............ ..Truth bids us confess that Tom Mann and Domela Nieuwenhuis
brought forward arguments that were far more forcible than those of the first
named. .

It seems, the crvitic in the Newe Zeit gues on to say, one does nob
quite understand the difference between a general Iuternational Soeial
Democratic Congress and one called for all Socialist parties.

If one desirves the latter, the line drawn oy adinission to it must be character-
ised by the greatest broadmindedniss, Conflicts within some nationality must
here not be taken into account, however nnpleasant it may be for the individuals.
It is greatly to be regretted that in the ecase of the French the Congréss was
prompted to a decision which, taken as a precedent will put into question all future
International Congresses.* To hush it up means, in this ease, to render the very
worst service to the cause.  With the same or even with more right than the
minority of the French, could the English trade unionists demand their recogni-
tion as a separate section, and even the Polish opposition could not be refused
such a demand after this. It must unconditionally be acknowledged that a very
zross blunder has here been com:mitted which must not be repeated. And so,
also, in minor points. Nothing is more harmful, nothing arouses more bitter-
ness and sharpens differences of opinion into political hostilities, than measures
which tend to sacrifice universally acknowledged rules to personal consider-
ations.

Further on he says:

1t is, indeed, to be decided here: Either one limits oneself to an Interpational
Congress of Social Democratic parties, or one alheres to the Llea of an Interna-
tional Workers' and Socialist Congress.........When we uevertheless cannot get
enthusiastic over the first suggestion, awd consider it rather an encouraging
sign that the Congress has almost unanimously rejected the resolution of the
S.D.F. which practically tended towards a Zarfy Congress, we arve led by the
thought that the close contact with the vast lnbor movement is of far greater
importance than any formal advantages which the uniformity of such a Congress
may offer. Rather accept all the friction of former Congresses, rather, if there
were no other alternative, reopen the doors to the Anarchists, than renounce
this eontact.

And now follows something that seems quite strange appearing in
a Social Democratic review, especially German, which has ever been
advertising Social Demoeracy as the only infallible cure of social evils.
The critic of the Newe Zeit, however, is led into the admission that

No fraction of the movement has cultivated all the wisdom by itself; it can
only be the result of the whole movement. However, if one desires a general
Congress, one must also be ready to make the requisite sacrifices for it, Then
all those participants who have complied with the conditions of admission must
be granted equal rights ; then minor relationship of opinions or differences must
give as litfle oceasion for exceptional measures as personal sympathies or anti-
pathies. To disregard or even attempt to disregard this rule has also cost the
Congress much time which could have been saved.

Here we close the extracts, which will prove sufficiently to our readers
that the recent International Congress has taught a good lesson even to
Soeial Democrats, and has altogether helped to open many a one's eyes
to the righteousness of the Anarchists’ arguments. I may add that the
whole tone of this article is entirely different from that of the official
8)eial Democratic organ, Vorwaerts, in dealing with the same question,

Donis Znook.

* The italics are mine.—D, Z,
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NOTES.

PENAL SERVITUDE,

"% The _Byit.i.uh Government in its mercy has lately releaserd from penal
servitude a few unfortunate persous lknown as * Ivish Dynamitards,”
Two of these yictims have been driven hopelessly mad, whilst the other
fortunately is sane enongh to give us his experiences of penal servitude

_in English prisons.  This he does in an interview with a representative
‘of the Duily Cloenicle. Poor Daly tells of his impressions on regaining
his liberty i ¢ Iti was the sensation of hearing women's voices, with
“their softness, their 'melody, their music, after all these years of the
harsh voices of warders in Portland and Chatham.” What a world of
'llleauiz'ng _i:s'r':cinl\}' yed in these words! Buf listen to his deseription of
hig life in prison . T.don't know any language to deseribe the horrors
cof /it - Mou/'are: vivtually in a living tomb—cut off’ from everything,
the only human sounds youn hear being hard orders and words from the
warders. ' Nevéia touch of kinduness, never a glimpse of humanity,
apart irom a rare visilor and an occasional letter. The prison system
ds simply inhmi:ai;"—every warder will admit that, but they answer
that they have the'r wives and children to keep, and that if they were
not brutes their services would be dispensed with 27 This is how the
law treats the victims of tle present system; and vwy little does it
trouble ns to the innocence or “ guilt” of these unfortunates, But
worse still, this.ix the way of dealing with ¢ eriminals” which has been
“ seientifically ¥ evolved from the ideas of persons claiming to have
some kunowledge of how best to deal with the so-called % criminal
classes.” But the great criminal after all is society itself ; and after
driving people into crime that it should torture them in its prisons is
an infamy too black for words to describe,

Bowmes AND BONCOMBE

The gentleicen who are interested in the administration of Scotland
Yard—sll honourable men, as we are aware—have been very busy of
late, They have diseovered Tynan or “No. 1,” though whether
Tynan s “No, 1,” or whether it is Tynan they’'ve caught, or whether
“ No. 1” ever had any corporal existence, nobody seems very clear,
One thing is prefty certain : the officials of Scotland Yard are looking
after Number One and have been for many years, and are very smart
at the business, and they intend to keep the ball rolling if they can,
For this reason we read of “ Bombs in South London, “ A Bomb thrown
from a Tram Car,” ¢ Discovery of a Dynamite Factory,” “Threatening
Letters to the Officials,” and all the rest of the dramatic effects necessary
for the higgest fraud on earth. And this happens just at the time
when the Czar is expected. Capital | Sir Augustus Harris could not
have managed it better. And the assistance of the press has been
most complete and satisfactory. How Cecil Rhodes must envy Scot-
land Yard its command of the press! Innocent readers may wonder
why all this should be, Well, this is Scotland Yard’s “struggle for
existence,” we suppose, though the question why it should struggale to
exist could be better answered by the crowds who use it than by us,
who wish for a state of society honest and fraternal enough to dispense
with its degrading services,

Prry e Poor Czar!

+ The man who calls himself “Tzar of all the Russias” has landed on
these shoreés and has had the usual cut and dried official welcome from
those’' who have 'to do that sort of thing to keep the game alive.
Doubtless' the Prince of Wales, my Lord Rsebery, and the other
moble actors in this noble scene have their own private opinions as to
the nonseuse of the whole business; but being in the swindle the:nselves,
and feeling their'own interests are involved in putting a serious face
on it, they pluck up'and go throngh the farce—in consideration of a
big dip in the money bag,  Our Scotch comrades, however, feeling
genuine irldigpqtiop at the enormities pracrised on the Russian people
by the Czar,and his, gang of: officinls, energetically expressed their dis-
approyal of his appearance amongst us.  We are told it was a pitiable
sight to see this great autoerat pale and trembling, startled by every
moyement of the crowd, and nervous even at the restiveness of his own
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horses. And this is the life of a Tzar! Wael!, it would be an act of
humanity towards him to take his baubles away and give him the life
of a peasant in the fields. We are afraid our sensible suggestion will
not receive due consideration, but that his mightiness will prefer to join
the discussion which others of his class are deeply engaged in at the
present moment, viz., how to keep their shaky crowns on their foolish
heads. ]

Tae NEwcASTLE Co-0PERATIVE,

We are pleased indeed to read in the latest report of the Free
Communist and Co-operative Colony in Newecastle of the steady yet
substantial progress our comrades are making, This practical appli-
cation of Anarchist Commurist principles by the Newcastle comrades
has been so quietly yet determinedly carried on, that not even ali
those active in the movement have been aware of the good work
done, Yet the work got through during the last six months is
worth recording, “Of our land ? (we are queting from the report,
which we regret we canmot print in full) © nearly four acres have
been transformed into market garden, and planted or sown with
various vegetables, viz. :—peas, beans, cauliflowers, cabhages, celery,
carrots, ete. For fruit we have trenched and set out a little orchard
of 120 apple and 25 cherry trees, planted about 2,000 berry a:nd
currant bushes, and made a start in strawberry culture, extending
to about a quarter of an acre . We have sown about 2%
acres with various sorts of grain for our own use, reserved four
acres of grass land for bay, and utilised the remainder for pasture.
Our glasshouse has been been filled with 500 tomato plants; and
the just ripening fruit, as well as the healthy appearancs of the
plants, promise us a good return for our investment and labour.”
They have considerably increased their live stock, and have made a
good start in bee-keeping.

The total income during the past six months from ali sources was
£239 1s.5d , and the expenditure £228 0s. T1d., leaving a small h.fa.la.mfe
of £10 14a. 4}d. It need hardly he said that more capital is
needed to develop their resources—especially now that their number
has been increased to 24—and that any comrades and symputllls‘ers
who ean help financially, will be assisting one of the most promising
developments of the times—an attempt to realise a just and humane
ideal. All contributions will be thankfully received and acknowledged
by Mr. W. Key, Tavistock House, Sunderland.

To Tuose ABouT 10 Do LIKEWISE. A

It must not, however, be supposed that all that the Clousden Hill
Farm Colonists have dons has heen acermplished withous hardship axd
straggle. Not that similar attempts, even if bester supolied with
capital, will be found to be all plain-sailing. We understand that
Comrade J. C. Kenworthy is about to start a co-operative farm near
Croy don, and frow letters received by us from various quarters there
is much stirring and desire a nong comrades all over Kngland to go
and do likewise. It would be well if the comrades who propose to
live and work tog-ther in this fashion knew each other personaily
beforehand, and felt that it was possible for them to come into
close every-day relations with one another without undue friction.
Certain temperaments cannot work together under any circumstances;
but the outside public will not take this into account if they hear
of discord among the colonists, and it would only be regarded as a
proof of the impracticability of free co-operation ; the fact that dis-
cussion occurs in the most orthodox and legalised communities being
quite ignored. An ounce of example is worth far more than a pound
of precept; but the example should show us what to do as well as
what to avoid.

Ox ruE Caorce oF LocALITY.

Hitherto the great defect in agricultural life has been its isolation
from the mental activity of the great towns. Kropotkin pointed out
to some of the pioneers of the Australian Expedition, under the leader-
ship of Mr. Lane, that they wade a mistake in going so far from the
centres of civilisation as the wilds of South America. Men and
women who work physicaliy hard all day long are in absolute need of
= week-end spent among fresh ideas and sympathisers, whose lives are
in a measure a direct contrast to their own, if they wish to feel fresh
and vigorous. We have no doubt that the men and women of Clousden
Hill have been strengthened and refreshed by the visits of those friends
in and about Newcastle who have taken a kindly interest in their
venture, and by the visits from longer distances of such mw.en as
Kropotkin, Elisée Reclus, Tom Mann, Kampflmeyer, &e. We should
advise in the case of every Communist Anarchist colony the keeping of
a spare room for such of us who, weary of town life, would like to pass
& few days at their farms, sharing in the farm life for the time being,
and adding t the farm income by what they would pay for board and
lodging. We are sure that duiing the spring, summer and autumn
such a room would never lack an occupant. We should be glad to
have further practical suggestions on the subject from any of our
readers, who may be interested.

Law axp LiceExce.

Now that “ Cabby " is on strike, we hope he will gain a little enlight-
enment from the moral of the fight he is waging against the big railway
companies. Certainly his struggle for existence is terribly hard and he
feels the stress of competition as keenly as any one, and even if he
could get justice before the law his life-conditions would be far from
those which a reasonable being might wish for. But even from a “legal
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jpoint of view,” whatever that may mean, he is suffering the grossest
injustice. For, nothwithstanding the formalities and inquiries insisted
upon by the authorities before Cabby’s licence is granted, we notice
the railway companies are using unlicensed ¢abs with unskilled drivers
—a distinct breach of the law. However, a 'légal luminary with the
suggestive name of Lushington, has decided' that in the case of the big
companies the offence is so trivial that it does not call for a conviction.
Cabby will see from this on which side the law fights—that law which
‘he is expected to reverence and uphold, but which, as a matter of fact,
is his biggest enemy, since it is the machinery by which the capitalist
keeps him poor and in subjection. :

PEACE.

‘We are told that world-wide international peace is an utopian idea.
‘Well, then, we Socialists are utopists ; for we work for its realization.
The workpeople have not the slightest interest in warfare; for labor
and peace go hand in hand. Hvery man of principle is an utopist in
the eyes of other people; but we are not afraid of that appellation ; we
accept it, and we say with the apostle, “ We expect to prevail through
the foolishness of preaching.”

War and the capitalistic system are inseparable,

“ Where are we going to 2" we exelaim, on seeing that the war-
budget of the different Kuropean states has increased from £120,000,000
sterling in 1869 to £200,000,000 sterling in 1892 : which means that
it has nearly doubled in twenty-five years. The nations are literally
esten up by the Moloch of militarism. We arve drifting towards a
general State bankruptey.  Daily the national debt of the different
countries increases.

Iv fact, the only thing the nations possess is their debt. People
always speak of the “ Nationzl Debt.” But the fleet is “ Her Majesty’s
fleet ’; the army, * Her Majesty’s army.” Only the debt is not Her
Majesty's, but the people’s, who are good enough to bear it ; and in all
countries of the world it is called the * national ” debt.

The aceumulated national debt of the different Huropean countries
amounts to £6,200,000,000 sterling, i.e., £15 per head,

What would the capitalists do with their money if it were not for
those tremendous loans ¢  For, in addition to leading a most pleasant
and expensive life, the capitalists, year by year, put aside some nice
little sumns, amounting to millions ; millions which again they put into
circulation for the purpose of accumulating fresh treasures. The loans
are thus only negotiated for the benefit of the rich, whilst the interest
is paid by the poor. Such is the fatal cirele in which ecapitalistic
society moves,

The nations run into debt to satisfy the exigencies of militariem,
And militarism destroys the welfare of the nations, who produce them-
selves what soon will be their ruin. Pauperism and militarism walk
hand in hand ; and eapitalism, by increasing the general misery, becomes
itself a hotbed for SBocialism. But go on, you mighty ones of the earth;
you arve digging your own grave. Whilst ewrsing Socialism you your-
selves bring forth Socialists.

48T in pacem, para bellwm ” (if you want peace, be prepared for war),
we arve told. Nonsense! If you want peace, then don't think of war,
but think of peace. Robert Peel once said that over the door of every
‘War-office ought to be written : © If Parliament would be influenced by
the desives of military men, who arve naturally prejudiced, it would
plunge the country into expenses for which no income wounld be large
enough.” Thatis true. Mental development, the acquisition of know-
ledge—this is the way to bring about an improvement. “l1f my soldiers
would think, not one would remain in the ranks,” said Frederick 11, of
Prussia. Quite right. Well, we have to teach soldiers how to think,
and they will refuse to be made use of by capitalists. Don’t forget that
he who wants the end must find the means. Resolutions and protests
against war are perfectly useless. A reasovable being does not threaten
unless he is in & position to enforce his demands by action in case he
should meet with a refusal. And I believe that every instance of a
soldier refusing to submit to military service will exercise a more pow-
erful influence in favor of the propaganda for peace than any number
of resolutions and meetings. I am a partisan of the refusal of military
service in case of war, as I believe that this would paralyse the govern-
ments and prevent the actual ontbreak of hostilities.

I prefer civil war, where people at least know what they ave fighting
for, to a war waged between different nations, where men kill each other
who, as they do not know each other, can not bear malice against each
other. The idea of military strikes, too, has already been denounced
as utopian, and many have tried to ridicule it; but that does not frighten
a good Socialist,—are not all the ideas of Socialism ridiculous in the
eyes of the capitalists? We are proud to advocate the idea of a military
strike, careless whether some consider it an absurdity, and others non-
sense. We all know Count Tolstoi. Well, this dreamer goes much
further than we do : he preaches non-resistance to evil.  What is the
duty of a soldier? To protect princes and their interests. Did not
the Emperor William of Germany, whom Tolstoi calls the *enfunt
terrible of State authority,” say to the recruits, in 1891, *One enemy
exists for you,—my enemy. With the present Socialistic intrigues it
may happen that I shall command you to shoot your own relatives,
your brothers, even your parents; and then yon are in duty bound to
obey my orders unhesitatingly.” Here you have, openly proclaimed,
what others secretly think, And so it is in fact. On the other hand,
“Elfolstoi preaches the refusal to serve, and says of the soldier, that “ He
1s dressed in a clown’s garment, ordered to leap, to make contortions; to
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salute, to kill, and he submissively obeys ; and when at last allowed to
return to his former life, he continues to hold forth ou the dignity of
man, freedom, equality and brotherhood.” And he who makes propa-
ganda for the idea of a military strike sows the seed which one day will
bear fruit. It is not easy to carry out this idea, and we onght to show
great respect to the brave men who would sooner suffer auything than
be trained as murderers in the school of militarism.  And yet it hap-
pens more frequently than one imagines. Listen to what Tolstoi says
about it :

Several peasants and goldiers in Russia, who refused to take part in a drill
or to use weapons, were put under arrest for disobedience and contention.

Such insiances of a refusal to gomply with the demands of the State when
opposed to Christianity, especially refusals to perform military service, oceur
not only in Russia but everywhere. [ know that, in Servia, men [rom the so-
called gect of Nazarenes steadily refuse to enter the army, and the Austrian
government has for several years made futile atbemps to convert them by means
of imprisonment. In 1885 there were 130 refusals of this kind. I know that in
Switzerland, in 1890, there were men in confinement in the Castle of Chillon
for refusing to perform military duty, whose determination was not to be influ-
enced by punishment. Such refusals have ocenrred in Sweden ; the men there
also were imprisoned, and the government carefully concealed the alfaivs from
the people. Bimilar instances ocenrred in Prussia; I kuew of one subaltern
officer in the guards who, in 1891, in Berlin, anneununced to his superiors that he,
as a Christian, could not countinue his military service, and in spite of all
remonstrances and threats he adhered to his resolution.  In the South of France
a commurity of men, eallad Hinchists, has recently been established (my infor-
mation is derived from the Peace Herald, of July T891), who, as professing the
Christian doetrine, refuse to perform militavy duty. At fivst they were told off
to serve in the hospitals : but now, with the increass of the sect, they are pun-
ished for insubordination, while they still refuse to bear arms.

SBocialists, Communists and Anarelists, with their bombs and their revolu-
tions, are far less dangerous to governmments than these men, who from different
places proclaim their refusals, all based upon che sane doctrine familiar to all.
—The Kingdom of God is Within You.

This dreamer is a man of principle, and we prefer to work with him
than to mouth cheap, phrases and, in the guise of practical people, to
issue protests for the purpose of amusing the possessing classes, who
only laugh at our innocence. Big phrases don't carry any weight, but
a single action may be fruitful.

Therefore, let us propagate the idea wherever we can, so that Soeial-
ists may not longer be used as fodder for cannoun in the interest of the
capitalist class,

Socialism means peace, we are told. Ts that true, and the Socialists
so peaceful amongst each other that we are able to say, * Look how
nice it is when brothers dwell in peace with each other?” In any case,
we ought to take care that on the day following a demonstration in
favor of international peace (26 July, Sunday before the International
Congress) we do not give the world the spectacle of waging internecine
warfare between Socialists forr the amusement of the capitalist class.

Socialism stands for peace, but only if it ignores all sectarianism, dog-
matism, intolerance and nairow-mindedness.  What unites us let us
cherish ; what separates us let us ignore.

Long live International Socialism, brothechood and solidavity !

DoMELA NIEUWENHUIS,

CORRESPONDENCE.

ANARCHIST ORGANISATION.

In July Freedom there appeared an article criticising the Associated Anarchists,
I think very few of thoss who read that article will object to a reply on behalf
of the criticised society.

Your Australian correspondent, J. A Andrews, endeavoured to show that the
ahove numed society was not based on Anarchist prine ples, and finished his
article with a windy dourish uwworthy of his pen concerning some vanity,
stupidity or malice, he bardly knew which, on the part of the promoters of the
Associated Auarchists.  As to his attempt to show the non-Anarchism of the
society, I will deal with that later on ; as to his finish, I should lika to remind
your an/ipo eun correspondent that many prople have a knack of thinking that
where there is little argument there is great abuse.

The arguments he adduces to attempt to prove his assertion are not new, I
saw thent all except the finish in a lewter from Andrews to Bunham, and I am
surprised he has uot been able to thiuk of something extra in the meantime,
On the whole they are not impressive. They show a want of the power of dis-
crimination, a preneness to involve himself in contradictions, and an extraordinary
narrowness of vision as to the domamn of Anarchy, what it does and what it does
not enclose.

Let me discuss the last, first. He argues that we (the Associated Anarchists)
are not Anarchists, aud yet he never defines what Anarchy is. For a beginning
this is not argument but begging of the question. How are we to prove to
Andrews that we are Anarchists, when we do not know by a definition what he
thinks an Anarchist should be, This want of position on his part vitiates the
whole of his article, and readers it so weak that on this point it is extremely
hard to grapple with him, Consequently, to avoid the great mistae he has
muire we mnst take up a position ourselves on this matter.. I believe I am
pretty correct in saying that Anarchism is that doctrine which teaches that each
shall ‘do as he pleases so long as he does not imfringe the ike liberty of his fellows,
I suppose this is a definition that Andrews may accept. Now lst us see how it
works out  We claim that each of ns among the Associated Aunarchists is doing
as he pleases, If we did not like th: Associution, its propaganda, its methods,
ets, we should leave it. This proves thut we do as we please. I not, let
Andrews point out where we do uot pl ase ourselves. FPerhaps Andrews may
believe that we can’t think for ourselves in this matter, and that ic might be &
good act on his part if he did the thinking for us.  We further cliim to elinch
the demonstration of our Anarchism th.t we infringe nobodys liberty by being
Associated Anarchists, Our methods are for ourselves, Wedo notimp se them,
nor do we desire to impose them ouanybody who imagines he has reasou to object,
but if unfortunatelyzwe are infringing the liberty of anybody in England or
Australia, we shall be extremely obliged if the sume is quickly pointed out to us.
Now, the importance of the lines just passed should not be overiooked, for, if
they are admitted to be correct, we ave Anarchists of necessity, accorling to the
definition given. - Andrews idea of Anarcny is a bit peculiar: It seems to be but
a slereotyped desire to shun majorities and find ininorities, is ideu 18 never go
with the wajority, for if you do you wou's be pleasing yourself, or 1f youars

vpleasing Cyourself ' you' will' be infringlng somebody's: liberty, though generaily
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this somebody is hard to discover. His Anarchy, if logically carried out, is so
exclusive that it would be impossible to carry on an orchestra or play a game of
ericket or football, for here you agree to put up with the apparently arbitrary
coutrol of a leading musician, or the decision of ampires, If you say I agree to
accompany a majority on sundry matters, you will be damued if you say I agree
to subumnic to the decisions of the cricket umpire. you ought to be doubly damned.
Wiil Andrews take up this latter position with regard to cricket and stigmatise
the game us an antoeracy. 7

It s a strange Awarchy, this from Australia. An Avarchy of what you must
do and what you must not. An Anarchy with limitations, an anarchy of ** do as
you please, but don’t do differently to us,” an Anarchy that begins to be tainted
with an authuritarianism of Mother Grundy. We the criticed soeiety place no such
restrictions on the other Anarchists, which elearly shows that the new Anarchy
is more wide and liberal than the old  We do not seek is authoritarians to say
that you must have a chairman. You must settle your matters by voting.
We have agreed to these things for ourselves; but we do not lay thew down
for others who object.

Andrews says it is absurd for Anarchists to attempt to get at collective action,
and that those who desire it have vot yet got rid of the State idea. If the
latter statement be correct, Anarchy bas a bad look out; for the very action
of putting things in common, will bs a common or collective action, and conse-
queutly, according to Andrews an action of the * State,” and of course Anarchy
would be that State. This is a grotesque contradiction -hich Andrews has
put him-elf inty by his thoughtless condemnation of collective action on the
pari of Anarchists,

Again, Anarchy is Expropriation, and if according to Andrews it will not be
a collective exvropriation for the common good, then it will be individual
expropriation for individual benefit. If the latter be the correct way ol regard-
ing Anarchy, then there will be no difference between capitalism at its worst

~and Auarchy at its best, except to the great disadvantage of the latter, for every

capitalist or landlord is an individual expropriator for his own individual benefit,
Thus Andrews is again landed in an awkward position, by his denial of Anarchist
eollective action, No! expropriation caunot be individual if it is to be good ;
on the other hand it must be collective, an act carred out by a multitude, the
greater the better. But now the query rises, what is collective action? it is
practieally here that the bone of contention lies. After all he has said, Andrews
may come o the conclusion that Anarchist collective action is only that which
lacts fur a short time and for the carrying out of a particular item, such as a
meeting'iu a hall or a demonstration. But this not collective action on the part
of 4 large Commune or a numerous society which does not last for a short time,
and which has jnumberless items overlapping and following each other to be
carried out. 'The collective action properfor these latter must be as long as the
Commuue itself exists, and must be always carrying out a multitude of items,
irrespective of individuals who may come aud go, The origin of the ordinary
Anarchist collective action for a short time, and dealing with one item only is the
interesting individual who suddenly jumps up, and as a minority persnades a
majority to follow. On the other hand, the origin of the Anarchist Commune
collective action would be the needs of the Commune itself, and not the persuasive
interesting individual, whe, however, must always be a good man when in his
proper place. Now this Comm_urm collective action necessitates a pre-arrange-
ment by means of which alljdifferencesinct afecting principle Lanb life or death
might be setiled. What shall this pre-arrangement be? Differences may be
settled by tossing, by lot, by voting, etc., and we Associated Anarchists have
come to the coneclusion that the best of these as a matter of convenience is voting ;
the minority being willing to accompany the majority, Surely the liberty of
an Anarchist is nob 80 narrow as to prohibit his pleasing himself in this way
and endeavourihy to get others to see t! ¢ utility of it.

Now, I might go on in the same way poiuting out the inconclusiveness of the
other statements in Andrews letter but space forbids, With regard to the
stutement that we are ‘‘ volunfary State Socialists.” It is apparent to all the
world that it is a flat contradiction, and Andrews is amusing himself. With
regard to the name °* Associated Anarchists,” we ave the only Anarchists cou-
tinuously and detinitely Associated ; we ave reluctantly compelled to look upon
the others as - dissueiated,” as ** a lortuitous conconrse of atoms.” A haphazard
collection which may be alive to-day and dead to-morrow, a colleetion, 1 short,
“without the vefinite and determined idea of remaining together for good, whiuli
definiteness and determination must be one of the foundacions of organisation
worihy of the name.

Here, unwillingly, L must conclude, but I have said sufficient to awaken a

© thought here and there that we are Auvarcnists, and thet our method is consonant

to reason avd convenionze, Anyhow, even if we were incomplete darkness and
ervor our positivn mus, do good, in facs, has dove good already, in shaking up
the old Mother Gruudism tuat Avarchy seews to be taking a liking for,

' Luu tnor lay dovn my pen, however, without saying Iwould like to assure
" Comrade Ay drews that he penned his arficle without betraying any stupidity
. walice or vanily, 'or it is plian that I know as much a'o 1 State of mind as he
_ doesulout ours see ng the uistance between England and Australia is only a trifle,

C. T. Quinn,

REGIMENTAL SOCIALISNM.

Were it possible to bring within the menning of the Merchandise
Macks Act, in addition to foreign manufactured articles of trade, all
wiwported dems, then, of a surety, 8.D.F.-ism aud all its works would be

labelled, * made in Germany.”  Aund Socialism of German manufact-
“ure is a frandalent and aduolterated avticle ; a 8o -dalism in name only ;
_savouring more of Inequality and Military Despotism than of Lil)erf-y,

Equality and Fraternivy. OF this we had ampie proof at the recent
~Congress, where the soalless automasons of the S D F.—copying the
“drill-sergeaut tactics of the German party—voted m a body on all
Jquestions, machine-like, in slavish obed eace to the orders of their

commander-in-chief, and utterly regardless of the maudites of those
.woikers who had sent them,

ThE! motto of the Marx-mad 8.D.F., aud similar Soeinl Democratic
‘organisations under German influence, is Military Discipline. Aund
1b gives us somewhat of an insight into the woikings of the Socialist
-State that is to be, and which Las been correctly described by Herbert
Spencer as “ the coming slavery.” T'his coustant iustancing of military
‘discipline as the basis of the organisation of the Social Democratic
“society of the future ” is certainly apt. It is an admission on the
part of Social Democrats that Social Demoeracy, to be effective, can
only exist by the exercise of the grossest tyranuy.

Under the new regimentalism (if ever willing slaves enough ean
be found to give it birth), individual liberty will be relegated to the
background, and industrial conscription take its place. Everyone

being under compulsion to serve his term as a soldier in the indus-
trial army, existence will be made up of one dull ceaseless round of
mechanical, monotonous barrack-life : a kind of life-long penal servi-
tude. The nation will be composed of one huge army of well-drilled,
regulated, adult babies ; a paradise of officialism on the one hand and.
helpless subordination on the other. Of this, Sidney Webb, one of the
Socialist drill instructors, provides the following ample proof: *The
perfect and fitting development of each individual is not necessarily the:
utmost and highest cultivation of his own personality, but the filling, in
the best possible way, of his hwmble function in the great sociul
machine.”—Fabian Fssays.

The State, under the regimentation of Social Democracy, being the
great and sole monopolist—its officials omnipotent, everyone else abso-
lutely dependent on them for the very means of existence, commanded
and ruled in a wholly military manner—the industrial conseript has
the delightful choice of knuckling under to the almighty State or per-
ishing in the gutter or the gaol. Surely humanity will have sunk
to the lowest depths of second childhood should ever it place power in
the hands of Socialist martinets of the Hyndman, Quelch and Aveling

- type, wherewith to order full-grown men and women.

Edward Bellamy, in outlining this Utopin of Socialist Militarism,
says as follows : “The whole body of members of the industrial army
is divided into four general classes. First, the unclassified grade of
common laborers, assigned to any sort of work, usually the coarser
kinds. To this all vecruits during their first three years belong.
Second, the apprentices, as the men are called in the fist year after
passing from the unclassified grade while they are mastering the first
elements of their chosen avocations. Third, the main body of the
full workers, being men between twenty-five and forty-five. ~ Fourth,
the officers, from the lowest who have charge of men to the highest.
These four classes are all under a different form of discipline. The
unclassified workers, doing miscellaneous work, cannot, of course, be so
rigidly graded as later. They are supposed to be in a sort of school,
learning industrial habits” (Looking Backward, p.73)., *0, what must
it be to be there!” is the only remark applicable to such a condition of
things, Further on, wa are told that “it is not even necessary that a
worker should win promotion to a higher grade to have at least a taste
of glory. While promotion requires a general excellence of record as a
worker, honorable mention and various sovts of distinction are awarded
for excellence less than sufficient for promotion, and also for special
feats and single performances in the various industries. It is intended
that no form of merit shall wholly fail of recognition.” This is indeed
funny. Bven the Social Democrat, you see, recognises that his military
organisation, without the towfoolery of badges, stripes, medals and the
rest of the paraphernalia of militarismn, would not hold together for a
week.  Picture the butcher, tailor or chimney-sweep, strutting abouft
pompously, their chests distended with pride, exhibiting medals they
had won for killing more pigs, making more trousers, or sweeping
chimneys cleaner than others! $

My Bellamy also gives us plainly to understand that, under the beau-
tiful regime of Social Democracy, his Highness, the State, will not put
up with any damned nonsense; thut all deserters, {.e. men of spirit who
refuse to slave to keep lazy, inquisitive olficials,  will be made to work
in institutions and under discipline prepared to meet such cases.”
When asked * as to who should judge of the worker’s idleness or neg-
leet of duty,” he says: * That would, doubtless, be as judging is now-
a-days, a question of evidence for tribunals existing for the purpose”
(Contemporary Review, July 1890), That is to say. the industrial con-
seript who vefused to perform ¢ his humble funetion in the great social
machine,” who declined to be brigaded, numbered, bossed, drilled and
regulated to suit a clique of Socialist autoerats of the S.D.F. type,
styling themselves “The State,” would be tried by court-martial and
condemned to a term of imprisonment; the evidence of the Social
Democratic government spies (or inspectors, if you choose), like that of
our present-day bobbies, being of course accepted as undiluted troth.

“Nunguam,” in Meriie England (p .48), instauces a soldiers’ messroom
as typical of the barrack life of State Suvcialism. Verily, as George
B :rnard Shaw points out, ** even under the most perfect Social Demo-
eracy we should still be living like hogs, except that each hog would
geb his fuir shave of grab” (Fmpoessililities of Anarehism, p. 12).

The inquisitorial character of government inspection is seen to a
greab extent even to-day, where full-grown men aud women in our fac-
tories have to go through the indignity of being catechised and exam-
ined ns to how they spent their time the day previous; whether they
washed their hands and faces in the orthodox fashion, took certain
prescribed drinks and medicines, wore certain garments, ete. But such
damned impertinence on the part of governmeuts to-day is not fo be
compared to what it must be when, under the blessed rule of Social
Democracy, every industry is State-controlled. The poke-nose State
will defile the sacredness of our private apartments, regulating even
our sexual relationships. Mrs. D. G, Ritchie, speaking before the
Fabian Society on Feb. 19, 1892, on the subject of * Women under
Socialism ” (see Freedom, Mareh, 1892), made a startling plea for the
State control of maternity and State support of maternity duwing a
certain period before and after childbirth, together with State control
of the hygieuic conditions of parentage. Put in plain langnage, it means
that couples desiring to become fathers and mothers must fir: t apply to
some : pacinl government office (in charge of, say, Dr, Aveling), where,
alter due medical examination, they will, it adjudged fit and proper
persons to be entrusted with the getting of children, be presented witl
a certificate stating the number they are graciously allowed to beget,
and also the penalties they may expect to suffer for disobedience;



Octoler, 1896.

FREEDOM.,

107

-whilst others not deemed fit to produce healthy children will, no doubt,
be presented with a set of State Malthusian appliances.

Should ever Social Democracy emerge out of mere theory into the
region of actual fact, and a Socialist government composed of slavish
adorers of the dictator, Marx, become a reality, it is certain that
.disobedience to officialdom, or revolt against the Socialist *“ powers that
be,” will be punished with instant death. KEveryone has heard of the
-threat of a certain leader of the 8.D.F. to the late Mr. Charles Brad-
langh, that “when the Social Democrats got the upper hand, he
{(Bradlaugh) should have the first rope.” Why¢ Because Bradlaugh,
to use a vulgarism, “showed the game up.” Bradlaugh is dead, and
to-day it is we Anarchists who are threatened with the rope should
ever those apostles of Svate slavery gain the ascendancy—and for the
same reason. It is said that opportunity makes the tyrant, and it is
certain that, once invested with power, Social Democrats would use
their opportunities in the direction of stifling all independent thought,
speech and action. The machinery of State becoming so enormously
complicated by the taking over of all the industries of the nation, each
minute part of the ‘ great social machine ¥ dependent on the rest, it
follows that the slightest disobedience to orders, discontent or revolt,
must necessarily culminate in throwing out of gear all the whole intri-
cate mass of State officialdom. To prevent this, to stifle the desire for
change, and consequently prolong their own tyrannical existence, the
Socialist government will suppress liberty of speech, and revolt against
the laws will become a capital offence. ¢ Ouida” correctly sums up the
position as follows: “The [Socialist] State merely requires a community
—tax-payiug, decree-obeying, uniform, passionless, enduring as the ass,
meek as the lamb : a featureless humanity, practising the goose-step in
eternal routine and obedience.”

Listen to the testimony of Social Demoerats against Social Democracy.
Keir Hardie, in the Laber Leader of Ang. 8th, speaking of the late
International Congress, after referring to the “cast-iron Bismarckism
of the German Socialists,” “the intolerance of the German bosses,” says
that “those who disagreed with them (the official German party) found
it next to impossible to enter; and those who supported them had,
when necessary, special illegal privileges l)ru\'i:,le(] to facilitate their
admission.” He further says: “ 8o far as I can see, the leaders of the
Socialist movement in Germany conceive Socialism as a system under
which Liebknecht and Singer would take'the place of Kaiser Wilhelm
and Bismarck.” Bruee Glasier, another well-known Social Democrat,
writing in the same paper, says as follows: “The too obvious ¢ bossing’
upon the part of a section of the official German Party upon the plat-
form was suflicient to make some of us quake at the prospect of Social
Democracy, and turn a friendly eye towards Anarchism.”

Herve already, before Lhey have gained legal power, these despots in
embryo begin to show the cloven hoof : professing to be the friends of
the werkingman, these pretenders in reality ave forging chains for Lim
with all their might.” Mo our friends of the Independent Labor Party,
who at the International Congress so stoutly resisted the tyranny and
underhand trickery of the German Party backed up by the parties who
lance attendance on them, the 8.D.F. & Co., to those friends we say:
Shun the leprosy of Marxism, which infects its vietims with an insane
hatred of freedom and all her works, and, as its founder, Marx, once
gaid of the purliamentary craze, “ relegates the infected to an imag-
inary world, and takes from them all sense, all recollection, all ]{no\\']z-_‘l];_;'e
bf the real external world.,” We repeat:— Avoid the intricacies, subtle-
ties, and word-tangles connected with the braiu-mystifying theories of
Karl Marx, Think for yourselves. The battle to-day is as it ever was
—for Liberty and against Anthority, for Anarehism and against grand-
motherly, meddling legislation.

Your place, as liberty-loving men and women, is not beneath the
dirt-bedraggled emblem of State Socialism, but with us beueath the
folds of the red flag of Anarchy, fighting for the Liberty of the Indi-
vidual and the Brotherhood of the Human Race. Which side will you
choose ?

Diseard the childish props of legality. Be men. Rely on yourselves.
Cast off the leading-strings of legislutive prohibition and injunction,
Daze to be free! W. H,

NOBODY’S STORY.

E lived on the bank of a mighty river, broad and deep, which was
always silently rolling on to a vast undiscovered ocean. It had
rolled on ever since the world began, It had ehanged its course
sometimes, and turned into new channels, leavivg its old ways dry

and barren ; but it had ever been upon the flow, and ever was to flow
until Time should be no more. Against its strong, unfathomable stream
nothing made head. No living ereature, no flower, no leaf, no particle of
animate or inanimate existence, ever strayed back from the undiscovered
ocean. The tide of the river set resistlessly towards it ; and the tide never
stopp-d, any more than the earth stops in its circling round the sun.

He lived in a busy pluce, and he worked very hard to live, He had no
hope of ever being rich enough to live a month without hard work, but he
Was quite content, God knows, to labor with a cheerful will. He was one
of an immense fawily, all of whose sons and danghters gained their daily
bread by daily work, prolonged from their rising up betimes until their ly-
ing down at night. Beyond this destiny he had no prospect, and he sought
noue,

There was over-much drumming, trumpeting and speech-making in the
neighbourhood where Le dwelt ; but he had nothing to do with that. Such
.c]ash_ and uproar came from the Bigwig family, at the unaccountable pro-
ceedings of which race he marvelled much. They set up the strangest statues,

in iron, marble, bronze and brass, before his door ; and darkened his Louse
with the legs and tails of uncouth images of horses. He wondered what it
all meant, smiled in a rough good-humoured way he had, and kept at his
hard work.

The Bigwig family (composed of all the stateliest people thereabouts, and
all the noisiest) had undertaken to save him the trouble of thinking for him-
self, and to manage him and his affairs. “ Why, truly,” said he, “I have
little time upon my hands ; and if you will be so good as to take care of me,
in return for the money I pay over”’—for the Bigwig fa.mil; were not above
his money—*I shall be relieved aud much obliged, considering that youn
know best.” Hence the drumming, trumpeting and speech-making, and the
ugly images of horses which he was expected to fall down and worship.

“I dow’t understand all this,” said he, rubbing his furrowed brow con-
fusedly. “Bat it Aas a meaning, maybe, if I could find it out.”

“It means,” returned the Bigwig family, susp-cting something of what he
said, *“ honor and glory in the bighest to the highest merit.”

“Oh |” said he. Aud he was glad to hear that.

But, when he looked among the images in iron, marble, bronze, and brass,
he failed to find a rather meritorious e untryman of his, once the sou of
a Warwickshire wool dealer, or any single countryman whowmsoever, of that
kind: He could find none of the men whose knowledge had rescued him
and his children from dreadful and disfigurivg disease, whose boldness had
raised Lis forefathers from the conditivn of serfs, whose wise fancy had
opened a new and high existence to the humblest, whose skill had filled
the working man’s world with accumulated wonders,  Whereas, he did
find others whom Le kuew uno good of, and even others whom he kuew
much ill of,

“Humph !” said he. “I don’t quite nuderstand it”

So he went home, aud sat down by his fireside o get it out of his mind.

Now, his fireside was a bare one, all hemmed in by blackened streets ; but
it was a precious place to himi. The hands of his wife were hardened with
toil, and she was old before her tine ; but she was dear to him.  His chil-
dren, stunted in their growth, bere traces of unwholesome nurture ; but
they had beauty in Lis sight. Above all other thiugs, it was an earnest
desire of this man’s soul that his children should be tanght,  “If T am
sometimes misled,” said he, “for want of knowledg-, at least let them know
better, and avoid my mistakes, If it is hard to we to veap the harvest of
pleasure and iustruetion that is stored in books, let it be easier to them.”

But, the Bigwig family broke out ionto viel:ng family quarrels concerning
what it was lawful to teach to this maw’s chuldren,  Sowe of the family in-
sisted on such a thing being primary and iudispensable above all other

things ; and others of the fanuly nsisted on such another thing being prim-
ary and indispensable above all other things; and the B gwig family, reut
iuto factions, wrote pamphlets, Leld convocations, delivered charges, orations,
aud all varieties of discourses ; impounded. one another in courts Ly aud
courts Ecelesiastical ; threw dirty exchanged pummelings, aud fell together by
the ears inunintelligible animosity. Meauwlile, shis wan, i hisshort evening
snatehes at his fireside, raw the demon Ignoravce arise there, and. take his
children to itself. He saw his daughter perverted into a heavy slatternly
drudge ; Lhe saw bis son go moping down the ways of low sensuality, to
brutality and crime ; he saw the dawning light of intelligence in the eyes
of Lis babies so changing into cuuning aud suspicion, that he could rather
have wished them idiots.

“1 don’t understand this any the better,” said he ; “but I think it cannot
be right. Nay, Ly the clouded heaveu abuve me, 1 protest against vhisas
my wrong |”

Becoming ]Jt'aue:ah[u again (for his passion was usually short-lived, and his
vature kiud}‘ he louked about him on his SLIIILI':L'\’:G and }1:!“I.ii.t_'-'.~1, antd he suw
how much menotony and weariness there wus, and thence how drunkenness
arose with all its traiu of roin, Theu he appealed to the Bigwig family,
aud said, ¥ We are a luboring people, aud 1 have a glimmering saspeion
in me that laboriug prople of whatever condition were made—by a lugher
intellizenee than yours, as I poorly understand it—to be in peed of mental
refreshment and reereation. See what we fall into when we rest without
it. Come! Amuse mebarmlessly, show me something, give we an escape!”

But, here the Bigwig family fell into a state of uproar ahsolutely deafening.
When sone few vorces were faintly beard, proposing o show him the won-
ders of the world, the greatness of ereation, the mighry changes of time, the
workings of nature and the beauties of art—to show lnm these things, that
is to suy, at any perivd of his life when be could look upon them-—there
arose umong the Bigwigs such roaring aml ravaging, such pulpiting and
petitioning, such wavudering and memorislising, such name-calling and
dirt-throwing, suzh a shrill w!nd of parlisnnmentary questionivg aud feeble
replying—where “ I dare not” waited upon “I would "—that the poor fel-
low xtuod aghast, staring wildly around.”

“Have I provoked all this,” said he, with bis hands 1o his affrighted ears,
“by what was meant to be an iunocent reguest, plainly arising out of my
experience, and the common knowledge of all men who choose to open their
eyes? Tdouot understand, and 1 am not vuderstood. What is to come
of such a state of things?”

He was bending over his work, often asking himself the guestion, when
the news began to spread that a pestilence had appeared amoung the laborers,
and was slaying them by thousands, Goiug forth to look abuut him, he
soon fouud this to be true, The dying and the dead were mingled in the
close and tainted houses among which bis hife was passed. New poison was
distilled into the always murky, always sickening air.  The robust and the
weak, old age and infancy, the father and the mother, all were stvicken
down alike.

What means of flight had Le? He remained there, where he was, and saw
those who were dearest to him die. A kiud preacher came to him, and
would have said some prayers to soften his heart tu his gloom, but he replied;

“Ob, what avails it, missionary, to come to me, a wan condemned to resi-
dence in this feetid place, where every sense bestowed upon we for my delight
becomes a tornrent, and where every winute of my numbered days is new
mire added to the heap under which I lie oppressed? But, give we my first
glimpse of Heaven, through alittle of its hight and air; give we pare water;
help me to be clean; lighten this heavy atmosphere and beavy life, in which
our spirits sink, and we become the indifferent and eallous creatures you too
often see us ; gently and kindly take the bodies of those who die among us
out of the small room, where we grow to be so familiar with the awful change
that even 178 sanciity is lost to us; and, Teacher, then I will hear—uone
know better than you, how willingly—of Hium whose thoughts were so much
with the pour, and who had ¢ mpassion for all humau sorrow!?

He was at lus work again, solitary and sad, when his Master cama and
stood near to him dressed 1n black. He, also, had sufferel heavily, His
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young wife, his beautiful and good young wife, was dead ; so, too, his
ovly child.

¢ Mater, 'cis hard to bear—I[ know it—but be cowforied.
you comiuw b if I could.” A

The Master thanked him from his heart, but, said he, *Oh, you laboring
men! The calamivy began among you. If you had burt lived more healthily
and decently, I should vor be the widowed and bereft mourner that T am
this day.”

* Mster,” returned the other, shaking his head, “T have begun to under-
stand a hittle that most calawities will eome from us, as this one did, and
that noue will stop at var poor doors, nutil we are united with that great
squabbling family youder to du the things thut are right, We cannot live
healthiiy and decently nuless they who nudertook to manage us provide the
menns,  We cannot be instrocied unless they will teach us ; we ecannot bug
have some false gods of our own, while they set up so many of theirs in all
the public places. The evil consequences of iniperfect instruction, the evil
cousequences of pernicions neglect, the evil consequences of unnatural
restratut and the denial of humanising enjoywents, will all come from us,
aud nove of them will stop with us.  They will spread far and wide, They
always do ; they always bave done—just Like the pestilence. T understand
g0 wuch, I thiuk, at last.”

But the Maste: said again, ** Oh, you luboring meu ! How seldom do we
ever heur of you exeept in conneetion with svwe trouble |”

“Master,” he 1eplied, “T am Nobody, and littie likely to be heard of (uor
yet much wanted to be heard of, perhaps) ¢xcept when there 4s sse trouble,
But 1t never beging with me, and it never can eud with me, As sure as
Death, it cuomes down to me, and it goes vp from me”

I hiere was so nimeh reason in what he said, that the Bigwig family, getting
wind or 1t, and being horribly frightened by the late desolation, resolved to
uutte with him to du the things that were right—at all events, so far as the
said things were associated with the direct prevention, humanly speaking, of
another pestilence. But, as their fear wore off, which it svon began to do,
they 1e-utned sheir falling-vut among themselves, and did vothing, Conse-
quently the scourge appeared aguin—low down as before—and spread aveng-
wgly upward as before, and carvied « f vast numbers of the brawlers, But
DUt @ e anoug them ever admitted, if in the least degree Le ever perceived,
that he bad anything tu do with 1t

8o Nubudy lived aud died in the old, old, old way ; and this, in the main,
is 1h: whole of Nobedy's story.

Hud he no name? you ask, Perhaps it was Legion,
what bis uawe was.  Let us call nim Legion,

If you were ever in the Belgiau villages near the field of Waterlon, yvou
wilt buve sern, in some quiet lietle church, a monument ervected by fargiful
culi pruls 18 in arms to the memory of Colonel A, Major B, Captamis €, D,
aud B, Lieutenants F and G, Bosigns H, T and J, seven non-commissioned
offivi rs wud onte hundred and thicry rauk aud file, who fell in the discharge
ut thewr duty on that memorable day. The story of Nobody is the story of
the 1auk and file of the earth. They bear their share of the battle ; they
have their part in the victory ; they fall ; they leave no name but iy the
wass.—feprnted Pieces—CRARLES DICKENS,

I would give

It matters little

THE PROPAGANDA.

Will comrades in the London and Provineial groups make a point of furnish-
ing us with reports of meetings and progress of groups by not later than the

twentieth of each month ?
REPORTS.

Now that the excitement of the Congress is decreasing, there are encouracine
sigus of the immense good it has done to our propagaunda. HET

Apart from the various expressions of a hitherto latent sympathy, there has
been decided activity of London comrades generally, Meetings have Leen regu-
larly held at Beckton Road, Stratford Grove, Deptford Broadway, Hoxton
Church, Mile End Waste, Victoria Park, Ossulston Street, Tottenham, Regents
and Hyde Farks. New comrades have been forthcoming, and we note with
especial pleasure the formation of an Anarchist Communist group in Edmonton,
the cowtades of which have already engaged the Edmonton Theatre for Sunday
night leetures. They have our best wishes v success, and we shall hea:tily
welcome all veports of their activity. We have engaged Holborn Town Hall for
this year's Chicago Commemoration, to which we hops to give special importance.

Canning Town.—We have been carrying on an active agitation during the
summer months, and have regularly leld meetings every Sunday morning and
sometimes in the afternoon and evening, during which time we have distri-
buted a deal of literature. Collections each time have been fair considering the
state of trade in the distriet. The speakers have been Leggatt, Mainwaring
Stockton, Tochatti, Perry, Kitz and Quinn, The group cou?ribn;;ed £1 to tf?{;
Holburn Town Hall meeting lust July.,  Opposition at each of our meetings has
been Lacking, but it has been made up by abuse from W, Thorne, who publicly
statod that we ** got our living in a suspicious way and never accounted for
colleciions,” vte.  Tn answer w the chairman’s invitation for questions, a som-
rade asked fur a definition of Sovialism ; this Thorne would not or could not
ive.  Doe uppoesition was then offered by eomrade Perry, on the invitation of
Th rue hunuselt, who dealt exhaustively with the correst definition of the Zurich
tesobiiion and other nutters coucerning the Congress.  Thorne did not reply, but
pertitied a very bitter-spirited, ty pical State Socialist to shower hell’s abuse on
us to the dohghe of Thorie alone, but to the disgust of the audience. A display of
this spant bus only injured Thorne and the party to which he Lelongs, and, on'the
otl e mud, vreates sympathy for us.  On aunother occasion M. Queleh, the
cd-tor of v ** only Soctalist organ in Great Britain,’” came down and defended
the spirit of intoleranee displayed at the recent Congress, A comrade opposed
but Queich had to cateh a train, and could not stop for his  medicine.,*? i

Ho.cton. —Since last report, the gronp have been able to keep up regular
meetings with increasing success, as to audiences and sale of literature, We
Luve been ably assisted by comrades Kitz, Perry, Stockton, Young and others
and hepe by all pulling tugether to make it more like old times again here than
1t has been for a litile dme back, Ay comrades wishing to assist in any way
can get an touch here with others at the weetings every Sunday, apposite
H. x un Church, at 12 noou. Kouariry Groue.

Soners Town.—As a result of the long series of meetings that have been held
at Ussulston Street we are [ rming a group to carry on the propaganda in this
neighbourhood.  For the past four months we Lave been holding l?wo, and often
three meetings weekly, on Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday evenings, when very
large aud atteutive audwnees have assamblad to hear addresses from Cantwell
Young, Kitz, Leggatt a ul Tochatti. We have distributed a large quantity of
lzaflets, which we pay for with the collections made from time to time,

Deptford.—We have been holding meetings regularly on the Boadway, Sunday
eveiings at 7 ; and we are endeavouring to procure a lecture-hall for the winter
which ghall serve as a meeting place for the group.  We have issuned the follow-
ing statement of principles and policy :

MEMBFR UIT is open to all in agreement with the following Declaration of Prin-
ciples, Policy, ete., and upon payment of one penny per week.

Opsrer: To propagate the prineiples of Anarchist-Communism by systematic
effort i.e. by the holding of public meetings, indoor and out, and the distri-
bution of literature.

Porioy : To stimulate the workers to organise (through their trade-uuions or
otherwise) for the purprse of taking part in a General Strike to free themselves
from the domination of Capitalism, Landlordism, and the State.

Oncavtsation : The object of the group being solely propaganda, all funds
shall be ntilised solely for this object, namely, the procuring of lecturers, cest-_c-f
halls, and other expenses incidental to propaganda.  Ou all other matters—belie-
ving in individnal liberty and free initiative—the group takes no action collectively.
A member desiring to see earried out any particular project will lay the matter
before the members and invite those in agreement to join with him in a special
combination for that expres« purpose only.

Sraremext or Priscrrnes: By Anarchism we understund a condition of
society in which there is no necessity for government. We are of opinion that
whilst the principle of Authority exists, there will be no guarantes for the
liberty of all members of society.

Hince we recognise that a society will never be completely Anarchist whilst there
remains in it the least authoritarianism or subjection, we also racognise ns a
guarautee of liberty the abolition of the system of private property and of the
exploitution of man by man, Hence we are Axakcurst CoMMUNISTS, in oppo-
sition to the Individualists who contend for private property, unlimitéd compe-
tition, and voluutary government

Religion and Patriotism being the outcome of the ignorarce of the masses, and
of the ennning of priests, solidiers, and kings, we declare ourselves ATHEISTS
and ANTI-PaTriors—fighting both religion and patriotism in the vame of Szience
and Humanity,

We accept, as embodying our views more fully, Nos.l to 8 of the * Freedont
Pamphlets.”

Secretary pro. tem.—W. Hart.
Treasur r— 8. Carter.

NOTICES.

The following contributions were received after the Congress Balance Sheet
(from which, by the way, the audilors’ names—Errico Malatesta and Allred
Marsh—were omitted by an oversight) had been published : Aberdeen Group
11s., Workers’ Friend Group 12s. 7d. At a generval meeting of London com-
rades it was agreed that these contributions should go towards expenses inyolved
in the Chicago Commemoration Meeting at Holborn Town Hall on Wednesday
Novewmber 11, if there be no objection thereto by the said groups. In connee-
tion with this meeting comrades are invited to write for subseription lists or
forward contributions to 7 Lamb's Conduit Street, W, C., at once.—J, Prnny.

THE CHICAGO MARTYRS

COMMEMORATION MEETING

"HOLBORN TOWN HALL

ON WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 11, at 7.30 p.m.
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No, 1. THE WAGE SYSTEM. Br Perer KroroTeine. 1d.

No. 2 THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. By Perer Krororkine. 1d.

No. 3. A TALK ABOUT ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM BETWEEN TWO
woRrEERs. By K. Mavnare-ra, 1d,

No. 4 ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM : 1Ts BASIS AND PRINCIFLES. BY
Perer Krororgise. 1d.

No. 5. ANARCHY. Br E. Mavraresta. 1d.

No. 6. ANARCHIST MORALITY. By Prrer Krororxise. 1d.

No. 7. EXPROPRIATION. By Prrer Krororkiye. 1d.

No. 8. ANARCHISM axp OUTRAGE. By C. M. Wrsoxy 3d.

No. 9. ANARCHY ON TRIAL George Etiévant, Jean Grave and

Caserio Santo, 32 pages; 1d,

Our next pamphlets will be :—
No. 10. ANARCHISM : ITS PHILOSOPHY axp IDEAL,
No. 11. REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT,

LAW axn AUTHORITY. By Prrer Krororxine, 2d.
EVOLUTION anvp REVOLUTION. By Envser Recnus. 1d.
AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG. By Perer KroroTkINE 1d.

THE CHICAGO MARTYRS. Their speeches in Court aud the record of
their trinl, with the reasons given by Governor Alrgeld for pardon-
ing Fielden, S:hwab, and Neebe, Price sixpeuce.

GOD awp mee STATE. By Micuarn Bagouwise Price fourpence,
A DIALOGUE axp HUMOROUS PoETRY BY L.S. B.; 16 pages 8vo. 1d
THE IDEAL axp YOUTH. By Evvsee Recrus. 1d. _
REVOLUTIONARY STUDIES. By Perer Krororkine. 1d.
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT. By Prrer KROPOTKINE.

AN ANARCHIST ON ANARCHY. By Evrvser Recrus. 1d.
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY IN GERMANY. By Gustav LANDAUER. }d.

1d.
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