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1 s .9 ·a:-. 
~ GL.ANCE at the work of the year through wpich, we have . just 
passed reveals the fact that, despite the disgusting reactionary peri0d 
through, which we are passing, much good propaganda has been.don.e; 
and, further, that sev!3ral events that have taken place will tend, to give 
it more ,than the usual importance in tpe history of the Anarchist move-
µient. , ' . 

, Fii:st and foremost there is the meeting of the Int_ernational Sociali~t 
~n~ Trades Union Congress, which has been dealt with fully in these 
pages, hq.t the moral effects of which will be better judged as time goes 
on. Suffice it tha,t the line of cleavage between the parliament~ry and 
non-parliamentary Socialists was acutely manifested, and as to the 
Anarchists-well, surely no. better reasons for the necessity of the An­
archist spir:it in the Socialist movement 9ould be given than the working 
of that Congress by the ambitious :a.nd unscrupulous' politicians of the 
Social 'Democratic party. ' · . . 

'fhe after-effects .of the Congress, both at home and abroad, have 
proved_ that the tactics of the Social Democrats will always produ~e a 
revolution of feeling in the minds of honest men. 

In England we have been much impressed by the advanced spirit of 
the French and the Dutch Trades Unions which the meetings of the Con­
gress made evident. For those of our readers lV'ho would like a concise 
~nd clear account of the French move~ent we rec9mmend a perusal of 
Comra9,e Metin's article in the "Labor Annual" for 1897. 

, . During the latter part of '96 there has not been wanting some healthy 
signs of renewed activity in the provinces. Scotland, as our reports . 
indicate, has been quietly and steadily keeping up the propaganda,, and 
Kropotkin has given some highly SUCC8:?Sful lectures there. vVe give 
them our heartiest wishes for their good wor_k in.the' new year. 

In Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Norwich, and L\jicester some revival 
has taken place, and we' f~el sure it only needs help arid encourgement 
from .London .comrades to achieve a vigorous propaganda in the coming 
year m these important centre::;. 

For the year's work abroad we must refer our readers to our Inter­
national Notes, where they will find all important events recorded. We 
~an~ot, · .~owever, let T?ass this opportunity of expressing our deepest 
md1gna:t10~ a~ the fiendish tre~tment of the Anarchists by the _ruling 
classes m :Spam.- What ha~ Liebknecht to say to this "petting" of the 
Anarchists by the Spanish bourgeoisie? 

It will scarcely be _necessary for us, in conclusion, to re:r;nind comrac;les 
of the immense yet splendid work that lies before us. ·With all the 

- ~ifficulties .3'.nd adversities of our own lives to exhaust our energies, there 
·1s no denymg that the. burden falls heavily upon us. Yet for all tha.t the ~ 
str~ggle _mµst be ca.rried ~n_ ! ·9therwise were 'life worth living? 

CO-OPERA.TIO~: 

A Reply :to Herbert Spen.ce:P. 

BY P. KROPOTKIN. 

. ( Gon~luded from p1·evious number.) 
It was mentioned in . the preceding article. how widely distributed in 

Russia are such forms of co-operation. and 'of sharing . of ·earnin.gs; ~ as, 
in Herbert Spencer's opini'on, would imply a higher development of .hu­
man na_ture. And it hardly need be add!3d.that-for consumption, similar 
arte]s are of everyday occurrence in all branches. of popular life. ·As 
soon as five, six , ten or twenty peasants come -to St. 1PetG;rsbu:rg, or 
Moscow-, ... or Odessa, to work.in a ,factory or_ elsewhere, they hire lodg-: 
fogs ir:i 9ompany, t ?-ke their meals in common,, and-if their trade. allo"'.S 
it-they try to get wQrk for the artel-not individually. _,Even the -

· convicts on their way to _Siberia, and in hard labor, live in an', art~l 
whose elected "elder" is the officially recognized representative 0f . the 
convict artel ·in its relations- with the authorities,. food · of the artel·, con.-
fltcts with the author!ties, work, and 'so on. ' . - , , · : , 
. That ra~ial characteristics would be of no -yalue to 'explain these 

facts Spencer will ·see at once, and h'e will understand, 'on the eontrary, . 
the importance of the cornrnunal institutions which/exist ,in Russia for . 
the maintenance of that spirit. The more so, ~s we see also-in France 

- ~ha~ the peasants have. been permitted to eon~titute the syridica,ts agri­
_coles,: not only do they largelyuse th,at-right for a .variety of purposes~ , 
but.' facts are known of their .treating their individually ownecl plots .of, 
l~nd as cornrnQ.n p?'.operty (fqr grazing and the like). , T0 use the words 

. ~f a recent official report, facts multiply of their putting their ple>ts in 
<(Om~on in _order to -redistribute them (re~unien:i,ent8 coUectifs). - ·' 

,, 

'Why,' then-:-it ~as asked at the e~d-~f ihe' last ai·ticle-do the Rus.: · 
sian .peasap.ts, workers, ~rtisans and . so on', reniai~ -in such_ teri:ibl~ 

. poverty although they are so ·willing to associ~~e,. and associa_te m such 1 

an excellent way? . ,, _ < - · · . , . ~1 
I might mention the ruin of the masses by taxatio/b· · But · this is:a 

very big "subject, much neglected by modern-ee<;m~:m1ist~,~ ·which .would 
. require ma,n y developments. . There is, howeTer, , another stil,l mqre · 
important reason. It i$ not enough to be imbued with the co-operative _ 

·spirit ; not enough to be capable of working out good forms · of 1 co­
operation. Men must know w/u,,,t to nBoeiat., besidei their: ·hands a~d 
brains. ' ' / ,. , . , - '£'.:,~~ 

Spencer, lik~ ttll middle:..class t4eorists, seeii the chief difficulty1 for 
the advent of a qetter state of affairs in the (pre&upposed) i~Qapacity of 
the wo~ker to understand his own iutereits. H1i1 - is 8U?"(/, (that is a 
matter of religious faith with him) that if to-morrow the workers:: of 
such a factory, Qr mirn~, or railway becom9 o·wners ,of that-factory, .mine . 
or railw~y, they would quarrel, a_!,ld the concc.rn would perish in conse.:; 
~uence of their incapacity to agree in ~e ~haring of the profits.:= 

Consequently, he carei;; li;ttle to find out such features in the actual . 
life of mankin~ as would bring'him to an opposite. condusion. · Just l¥3, 
in his great ai;ithropological in~uest, which has cost him and h~s _con-· 
triqutors an incredible amount of labor. and is now ut.terly valueless, 
because the real character of the savage and barbarian institutions doe$ ·~ 
not appear from tha.t preordinated_ inquest, so also be shuts ;his eyes to -1 
the facts of ret!;l 

1
modern life which w~rnld bl'iug him to 'conclusions dif- . ;l:' __ 

ferent from those just mentioned. t - . · · · · -~, 
Bnt the reaJity of moden~ lite is this: As soon as the workers or the _'._ : ~­

peasants, of any nationality, are brought by any circumstances_ to the _ ·1 
common ownership of anything, and as soon ,as the State ceas.es to _ ':j 
interfera by cre~ting artificial d_ifferences. of wealth a1:1d power among ;) 
them, they adm~rably find out m a relatively short time the ways , of :_j 
ma~aging that common property in the gener:;i.I interest. - ~\ 

'Let me mentign qne or two exa.mples ·out of thousands. There wa.S ·)l 

in the Urals a royal ·ironworks, Votkinsk, which it was decided to . ~ 
abandon. The wor~ers proposed to take it, ~s an artel.. The /s.t~te, :,1] 

agreed-, and gave to the- artel some of those contracts wh1c4 are- given i\ · 
to vario~s private ironwo~·ks. Th~ a't-tel prospers· for several years since, -Mi 
Or els~, m several place,s ..__m Russia, where petty trades are much devel 4 \iJ\ 
oped, the Ministry of War began a few years ago .to · give some of its · _.; :\l_ 
contracts-on a pretty large ·scale-not to sweaters, but ~o the artizans / 
themselves,_ if they undertook it· as 11.'rtels. 1 In such _ c~ses it " mad~ ;1;i , 

advances of money. A couple of months ago, the Oificwl Mes§engm• 1\1, 

P.ublished the results-excellent on al~ ~ccounts-. _· Many CountY,_ CoJ.J-n-, : ': ~ 
ciis-(zemstvos) have don~ the same, ,with excellent results. # " -1 

U nder the present conditions of capitalism-the English co-operators t 
know it pe:r;fectly wen-,the chief difficulty is not so muc'h in the organ- · I 
isation of production), no~ so much in finding an equitable way of _sharing 
the earnings, but in th~ sale of the produce; When it comes to the 
market, 'the small concei~n is unavoidably crushed out of exi$tence; it , 
is .killed by underselling and by tho11sands of- wicked tricks of the other 
_dealers. .'And this is why the Engli!ilh co-operators, who fail~d wi~h 
-their co-operative production when they had to find buyers in the cqm;. 
mercial market, ,succeed now that they have their own market-::-µiore 
honest than the usual commercial market,-jn their thousands of dis-
tributive co-operations. , . , . , , 

But this is only a small · part , of the difficul,ty. The other, much 
greater. part is-'-what· to a~sociate. At the present time, land, ?api'tal, 
knowledge, State and Municipal concessions, even ··education (ho~ many 
childrep. work in factories, mines, as newspaper sellers, anct so on ?) 
-all these are cQnstituted monopolies in the hands of_ the rich. And, , 
so long as these monopolies exist, all efforts of ' the co-operators are 
bound to remain exkemely limited in ~cope. More than that. All 
their attempts are bound to remain imbued' with a. nar?·ow egotistic spir.·it 
which stands in dfrect contmcliction; to the spir·it which Go-operation is 
in-tendecl to develop. Started to counteraat the narrow egotistic feeling 
of capitalism,· broug:P,t to life with rn;> other purpose l;>ut to break d<;>wn 
and- to crush ;out of · ~xistence th;:tt capitalistic · spirit,-:-Oo-operatio,n; 
u~der the present system ' of ~onopolies; becomes itself · imbued with-, 
that same spirit o~ capitalist monopoly which it pret~nds-:'to corn.bat". . · 

This is m;ily normal and natural. And this is _so 'ev~den~, tl~a~ as 
soon ,as , a single one 'of' thes~ monopolies _is dqne away with, or )s only -
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limited jn ~~s. application, the eo-operative spirit g:ows. in ~roportion. stand inimically opppsed to one another, here as elsewhere .. .'The paper· 
1f .that spirit; 'if that capacity for sharing the ea~n~ngs is so immensely Recht voo'l· Allen is 1a free tribune in which assailants as well as defend­
qeveloped in Russia;· or -in some French villages, it is only because those ers can state their case . . 1 

Russian or French :peasants a~e-to some e:x;t~nt at least--:freed from No. 3. Pol de Witte Ii.as been guilty of no kna,very. He -has criticised, 
·. one 'of thos~ monopolies, hin'd monopoly. They own land m comm?P, and his only>misdeed is to have been gui~ty of lese-Anseele, and that nd· 

and this alone is sufficient to develop among them the co-operative ' doubt is desei:·ving of excommunication. 
spirit w hiC.h Spencer .longs for and is ready to consider as a higher ideal 'l'o. recapitulate the controversy , at length would require too much. 
'to b,e- reached in ~imes to pome by the human race. Take one of ~-he space; so we shall try to put it as short as possible. 
mo:q.opolies away and the co-operatiye spirit develops much . more than Pol de Witte. wrote that the girls in " V ooruit" usually made 31 
through h~lf a century. of pra'ctice in. individually egotistic " .Co-oper.- snaffles an hour, or 310 in ten hours. The forewoman was ordere5f tQ· 
ation '." , see how many snaffles she could .make in .an hour with the greatest ex- , 

' "This is why Spe~cer would do infinitely mo1e for hurrian progress if, pedition of energy. She made 45. The workers we-realsomadetotry, 
· instead of directing hi~ ' attention to the invention of panaceas for pre- but most of them only succeeded in making 36, and but few 39. The· 
·rnntino- worke:r-s from "jealousies" in the sharing of profits;, he would employers tried to oblige them all to make 39, but they answered that­
inquir~ into the substan.ce of those institl.1tions which breed jealousies, the mimber attained by ~he forewoman was excessive; that they worked 
and 0 (thorn which diminish them. While what he does now is to en- till the perspiration flowed from them; that 39 was too much, and they 
deavou~ to conciliate . two opposite currents of ideas and habits which could not stand such work nine hours consecutively. They even had 
exclude each other. ' · ' courage enough to threaten to strike. At last the employers decided to 

As to the still more limited panacea of piece· work, which he so be satisfied with 36. That made 334 snaffi.es in nine-hours, or 24 mow 
warmly advocates arid exaggerates in its consequences; it hardly . need than formerly, with one hour's less work. Employers may well sigh for· 
be criticised here, UJS the practical commonsense of several correspondents such a shortening of working hours. . 
to Lc1,bou,1· Copa1·tne1·ship has sufficiently shown the utopian character of And what does the chairman of the commission of inquiry, who was. 
that panacea. ' One of the correspondents puts it especially . clearly in elected at a party ·meeting, write? We reproduce his letter which he· 
its pwper light, in this ·way. A thot1sand ·clothiers: he says, are holders had the courage to give publicity to. 
of £1 shates, and they start a cloth' factory. But, with the present "Ghent, Septfimher 23rd", 1896. 
cost of machinery, a capital of £1000 is not_hing, a trifle, which will not "Please allow me 'a little space. · , · 

"I have consciously carried. out the task 1 undertook-the examination of ~he 
'~be enough· to give work even to a hundred clothiers. Let us . say~ . work-girls' grievances in the needlework, as well as in the embroidery depart-
nevertheless, tha:t· they·· start a.factory for a hundred men. They intro- . ment, of the 'Vooruit.' The conclusions I. arrived at dming the inquiry I "".'as­
duce; on Spencer's advice, piece-'York; and by the exercise of much wiiling to sign, and the facts expose.d in Recht voor Allen I would also readily 
cleverness, ardor in wor'lf and so on, the production. 1s increased so subscribe· to. 

d 3 '' This ·news pa per gave us to understand that a species of piece· work or minute· , 
much that each of the· hundred wor:kers has tD be ' pai £2 or £ more. system had been introduced into the 'Vooruit,' and it t!lrns out to be true. Nor· 
\Vliat will the shareholders say to that? Surely they will say: "Myself, does Recht ·voor Allen swerve from the truth when it writes regarding the snaffies:. 
l can pardly rea9h 26s. in the factory which I work in. Why should "']formerly girls made 31 snaffies an hour, now they have to make 36.' 
I~employ·er of these hundred workers-be pa.id less than they are? "Nay, more; they must now make 39. 
rrhey must not have- more than 26s." No fine reasoning will induce ,, I saw the forewomen make 45 every hour. . 

"As, according to my belief, the sense of the text of Pol de Witte's public· 
the capitalisticaily-reasoning shareholdel' to pay his worker more than letter in the" Recht voor Allen is not calumny, I cannot conscientiously sign a . 
he earns himself. And the utopia, which was going to reform mank,ind, report in which the writer of the criticism is accused of lies and calumnies. 
and .capitalism, falls to the ground. _ · "It is true that . the ~mbroiderer's wage-reckoned by working hours-is· 

\ Ve admire Spencer when he comes forward to claim the land of the higher in the '• Vooruit' than in other factories, · a:ricl that with tha introduction 
1 of an eight-hours' clay the wages have .risen._ I saw names of needle-women on 

conntry for all those v/ho live and work on it. ·. V.l e "admire him when the list who formerly, on average, earned 23 centimes an hour, and now they re-
he comes forward to claim the power of higher p'rinciples in politics. ceive 3.6 centimes ; yet more is produced in less time, and so less is paid by the 
We admire him, also, wl1en he appears as the champion of the Indi- . piece. This· is confirmed by th<~ needle-women. 
vidual aga,inst the State (in theory, at least, tho·t1gh not in many of his "I readily admit that the 'Vooruit,' by vi;rtue of the law of competition and 

· ) · necessity, and wishing to ·exceed the standard of wages in other factories, has 
practical reasonings . ·But he might leave the -vrnrkers to fi:nd out for been forced to adopt a system by which it obtains the greatest production in the· 
themselves how to co~e to an equitable distribution of what they have · shortest possible ti1m, but it is doubtful if we can bring about Socialism by such. 
produced-when they, themselves, own the i1ecessaries for production. means. 
Their systems will be more equitable and mor:e practical than ,vhatever ".Here stands the 'Vooruit' manager, and as such h e cannot act differently. 

b · t d · h" t d b · h 1 · · t h"l h "Inquiring into the needle-women's grievances, we also found that, although< 
may e mveii e m IS s u Y Y t e evp utrnhis ·P 1 osop er. . the wages are .raised, Jess is paid by the piece ; only 'Vooruit' proved that it 

This, at any rate, he perfectly well knows himself_: Great cbanges in cannot be otherwise. _ 
society are not produced by small tricks. Great cllanges i11 mankind's "I must confess that, during the inquiry, the needle7women agreed with the 
moo.ds of thought are not 'produced by such, -petty 'means as "Dutch directors of' Vooruit' as to wages paid. It was only the shirt-makers who pro­
auctions" and "piece-work wages," which are borrowed . from the · old tested against the inaccuracy of the statement of wages for piece-work -; and as·· 

d f l f regards this question, I wished to r efrain from voting with the committee in case 
moo o thong 1t itsel · · . . ., the report did not contain (by which I also meant the report in the newspaper· 
:: Herbert Spencer' knows the value of p1·incipks.-N eed he be reminded ~ Vooruit) what the shirt-sewe1:s, who had been questioned, h,ad declar~d. 
of them?· · ' "The protest was-· not published. 

'WHO IS THE CALUMNIATOR? 

T:1m TRUE F.AO'.I'.S CONCERNIN G THE ":VooRUIT ' ' AFFAIR. 

A comrade writes to ns f~om Holland :...,-
Liebkne-cht, calurr111iator of old, has v~nted his spite against Nieu­

wenhuis .and agafost a Ghent comr3::de, Pol de Witte; who in Recht vom· 
A.lle1,i crjticisecl the affairs of the co-operative society "Vooruit," as well 
as its manager ~A..nseele. Liebknecht, without any knowledge of the 
question, naturally sided with Anseele because he is ·a friend of the 
"intenrn.tional family." 

The Vorwarts [Liehk~1echt's paper J calls Pol de Witte (1) all' Anarchist. 
The Vo1·wa1'ts calls Pol de' Witte (2) a friend of Nieuw~nhuis. 
The Voru.:cirts calls Pol de, Witte's action (3) Anarchist knavery. 
Thi-ee lies are conta.iped in this preamble. " 
No. 1. Pol de 1Vitte is no A ncirchist. · 

· ' M r."Lieblrnecht here follows the well~kn'own method: Every opponent 
is,. firnt of ali, an Anarchist and, secondly, a rogue, · 

Thus he treats Pol de \Vitte. ' -. . · · . 
Should :-iriyone wish to know who Pol de Witte is, we can answer: An 

old corn:·ade. A r; seele himself states in the newsp:;i,per Vooruit that he 
know,:; nothing against de Witte's private life,,* 'and he owns never to 
h :w e ,beeu n101·e pained thn.n when .he heard that Pol was the writer of 
t he :n-ticles ngair: st the "Vooruit." _ 

N eitJ1er · d.oes ho sa:y c;hat Pol is an Anarchist ;. this illvention was 
rese1·ved for Mr, Liebkn.echt's fertile imagina,tion. / ' 

X o. 2. P ol de FVitte i,s no friend ' of Nieuwenhuis. Nieuwenhuis was 
?xpelled fr0m Belginm yearp ago; and altho~1gh he formerly l~ctured 
rn Ghent, he ha8 never been there during the last few years. He does 
~10t know Pol. , But he is of ~piriion that a workers' · paper must ·:Keep 

_ it_~ pages open for the express1011 of any worker's grievance. He cannot 
understaQ.d why the "'Vooruit '~ shemld be treated as a sacred shrine, and 

. he believes that criticism of a business concern like ~he ' " Vooruit" .is
1 
as 

justifiable as that of any capitalists' factory. Employers and workers 

*Pol de Witte is the ?rothe·r·in-law of Anseele.-F. N. 

"Again I protested against the fact that a report was signed with my name, _ 
to which remarks like these had been added : ''fhe calumniators of "Vooruit " 
sbnd condemned,' and : 'That all accusations that have appeared in Recht voor· 
Allen are fal.se,' as also : 'The commission condemns the authoT of the said let~ 
ters in the above-mentioned newspaper.' 

. "Yours respectfully, 
" P. BRAECKMAN." 

Strange behaviour, is it not? 
The accused himself; Anseele, writes the report of a commission which 

was appointed to examine his guilt, and signs it wit~ the names of the· 
Ghairman and secretary without their knowledge. This Braeck.man is, 
a composi~or wor'king on Voo1"uit, and his was a courageou~ ~ction, as it 
proved that Pol de Witte had not calumniated, but had ·spoken the· 
truth.* 

The party meeting had also its comic side. The needle-women. 
had writ.ten out their grievances an'd had given them 'to a member ta 
read. He was unable to speak, . partly because the directors spoke­
very long, and par~ly because much noise was made when any one of th~ . 
opposition ventured to say anything. At last, a certain De Meyer was· 
able to ask a few questions, which the needle-women answered in the­
affirmative. 

" Is it true that Anseele is brutal ? " he asked. 
All the girls in chorus : " Yes." ' 
"Is it true that .4.'llseele made Palmise d'Hove (one of the girls) cry?., 
All in chorus : " Yes." 
" Is it true that .Anseele said that he buttered her bread for her ? " 
·An: "Yes." · ' 
Anseele interrupting : " That is not true." 
Protest from the girls. · · 
One of the speakers said that in Holland they had nothing to-do wi,th 

what· happened in Ghent, and so Recht voor Allen had no business to 
take up the matter. . · 

De Meyer asked : " Is it true. that money has been sent f ~om Ghent 
to Holland to support such men as Troelstra, Vliegen, and .such like, 
who try to raise qua-rr~ls in the Socialist League there?" . 

* Poi Braekm~n repeated these statements as a witness before the court of l~w 
at Anse,ele's trial. . For this he got the sack from the Social Democrntic da1~y 
Vooruit. The Ghent Co.mpositors Union declared, with 143 against 7 voices, his 
dismissal to be an "unjust act,'' and with 99 against 29 (and 9 abstentions) they · 
decided to give him material s,upport.-F. ~· · ... . 



SUPPLJDl:KNT TO •J':a.HDOV." 

They answered : " Yes." 
"Where was.that decided upon?" 
"At' a Board meeting, by the directors/' 
"lf the :Board had adopted this resolution, we should be able to find 

· -it in the books. May we look at books ? " 
Van: Beve:ren : " No." 
The meeting becomes nc;>isy. 1 

Anseeele said: ''Those are the people .who want · to annihilate the 
'Vooruit.' . They wish to have the books to go to law with them. The 
books are in perfect order, 'but they wish to find things to make remarks 
,about. No, they shall not havd them." . -

At last a committee of 30 membe:r-s was appointed. 
Pol de Witte said in a later lytter, which is to be found in Recht voor 

Allen of October 1 and 2, that he cannot understand the use of a corn-
- I ~ ' 

mittee ; for a resolution had already been adopted that had pronounced, 
his letters to be full of lies and calumnies. · 

iet us not forget that the question of .bread plays a great p11rt. Many 
that _could speak must be silent. They know that the criticism is true, 

.. and yet they must be silent or say it is false. 
The first man who was called upon to vote said: "I abstain, because 

the affair is not quite clear"; but he received such a blowing up from 
the party directors that the others lost courage and did not dare to 

'. abstain. 
The V01·wci?'ts tells us that two factory inspectors knew of the com­

.. mission of inquiry regarding " V ooruit," and that the allegations made 
'by the "accuser" Pol de vVitte were branded as calumnies by the 
authorities. 

vVe shall no\v publish word for word what .the inspectors wrote as to 
the result of their investigations:-

1. That the women's wage is fixed according to a double basis : the duration 
of the work (thtir wage per hour) and the amount of work deliv<lred. 

2. That the first basis serves to determine ,a fixed wage that is· paid to each 
-workwoman, whatever may be the quantity of work delivered. 

3. That the two bases serve to value the compensatio.n-i.e., the extra wage 
that is due to those workwomen who have delivered work over and above a cer­
tain minimum (extra-work). 

4. That the girls only obtain payment for extra-work done during four months 
·if they were not below the miµimum beforehand; that should a de:fieit have taken· 
place, it should be deducted from the extra-work. 

5. That, consiclering the knowledge the girls have of the standing custom to 
pay for Hxtra-work and of the list that serves to reckon up the extra-wage, as 
also of the system of payment mentioned in rule 4, this extra-wage is not to be 
considered a premium paid out of kindness and voluntarily by the Co-operative 

·Society, but constitutes an addition that is due according to special contract. 
6. That, in fact, the girls (as also the above-mentioned person, Jan Pankoek) 

·1ook upon this extra-wage, at least as regards the past, as belonging by i·ight to 
-t he workers. 

7, 'l'hat from this part of the wage only 60 per cent. is paid to the gir~s-the· 
,1·est is kept back by the company to be invested as follows : 15 per cent. to the 
·treasury of the need~e-women's union, as strike fund and means of propaganda 
amcing fellow-workers of other factories ; 25 per cent. to a travelling fund, which 
remains in the keeping of the "Vooruit." 

Questioned on the subject, Mr. Anseele answered in Flemish that he was res­
ponsible for the way in which the wage was paid to the "Vooruit" work-girls; 
,and he added that the extra-wa.ge was no regular wage, but a "grntuity." He 
concluded by saying that the "Vooruit" made no profit out of the above men­
-tioned deduction of wages, aud that the deductions were made with the girls' 
«~onsent. 

Considering that these deductions are not included among those that are 
-permitted in article 7 of the law of August the 16th, 1887 ; that therefore 
the fact of having done so is a contravention . of the law, without its bting 
-necessary to examine whether these deductions have taken place with or with­
.out the work-girls' consent, nor whether they brought in extra profit to the 
"Vooruit,'' as for example: the interest that this society has in the propa­
ganda of certain ideas that have been the cause of its establishment, and have 
'brought about its success. 

Considering that the above-mentioned facts took plage during the last six 
'months-
. We declare Mr. Anseele, member of parliament, · met1ti0ned above, guilty of 
.contravention of articles 1 and 7 of the law of August the 16th, 1887. 

To confirm our statement, we have drawn up this repprt for the King's 
. Prosecutor, and send a copy of it to the transgresser of the law . . 

Signed, , EDMUND FABRE. 
•, Ghent, 24th September, 18!16. - P. DE BucK,. 
"The Vooruit newspaper, drunk with' victory, writes: . 
·The enemies of the "Vooruit" have lied and calumniated when they said that 

"•the" Vooruit" had kept back the gir.ls' wages, that the'' Vooruit " -profits by 
· their extra work. · 

Where was the deduction of girls' wages or of profit accruing tothe "Vooruit" 
·-from the extra-wage mentioned f Now here. 

The inspctors declare that part of the extra-wage is not kept back by the 
-" Vooruit,'' but only put into the reserve fU.nd and into the giris travelling fund. 

Again, that was not the question. , 
Nobody said that the " V ooruit" kept back t.he extra· wage, but that 

-the "V o_oruit" was bound to give it to the girls, and not, as it did, give 
: 60 per cent. to the girls, 15 per cent. to a reserve fund, and 25 per cent. 

to a travell:ing £und. . · 
Anseele said the same, orily ~e cal'led it a " gratuity~'' :As regards 

the travelli~g fund, it was no wonder that the 'gi:rls considerd it un'faJir 
. ;:that the "Vo,oruit" · deducted this money, as th~y never travelled. 

-When they made a l~ttle journey, they paid for it" themselves. And the 
~.15 per cent. was put info the travelling·fund1

, but, somehdw, in tJ:ie books 
-we find: 13th May, 1896, a sum.of 202fr:4~c., and copied 15th May, 
1896, a sum of 125fr. for-the May-Festival. "Is this true or not?" 

. asks Pol de Witte. 
_ The girls eiplained to the p6lfoe ,commissa;~y . that. th'e 4C> 'pe~ ~ent. was 

.· J k.ept back contrary to their will ; that ·.they ha-ve never seen this. money ; 
s that they never travel~ed 'Yith .this money;· that, on complaining,. _they 
) received-this a:nswer from the Board-of directors:· " 'Be li~ppy · that · )'.ou 

' :get 60-per 'cent."' ' · 
Ani;l yet Vooruit dares to say:, that the girls' declaration was favorable , 

. ·::to them,, 
\. .... ' > 

They complained that the author of tl}:e lette~'S in 
remained anOF1ymous; bqt, what else could he do? Everybody in Ghent . 
knows that the tyranny in the" Vooruit " ·.is gre~t· ; and if the diretors 
can, every accuser is \TJ,ercilessl,)I' made breadlE1SS. '. , I~ has not yet been 
forgotten what treatment was meted out to Penning, who had eight 
children to suppor-t.* · . . ' , · 

We don't wish to discuss the Co-operative Society(" Vooruit "), but 
think we have proved sufficiently whether· it. was calumniated o'r not. 
We believe we have acted for the best by publishing official documents, 
so that each may judge for himself, and not through others' spectacles. _ 
The Vorwcirts has proved 'nothing, and its reaaers know nothing. ' 

Now we know that Co-operation robs Socialism of :r;nany ·of its best 
adherents; and if in Ghent there are twenty conscious Social Democrats,. 
we have not counted too-few. · 

/ 
· . · 

· Van Beveren once said that Co operation was Socialism ; of course -in 
this s_ense there are many Socialists in Ghent' ; but insuch sense_ it needs 
only publication-it needs. no contradiction. 

Tolst~y and 4.narch.ism. 

Recently J.C. Kenworthy wrote to Leo Tolstoy, sending some copies of 
F1~eedom and describing the position of Anarchism in England, at the same 
time commenting up~n the approach which is taking place bet~een the ge~ . 
neral Anarchist movement and those who hold "Christian Anarchism"; 
which is a no.t unjust term for the doctrine ~aught and the life lived .by 
Tolstoy himself. To this)etter Tohitoy replies as follows :- · 

"I wa.s very glitd to read what you write about the Anarchists, I ~hought 
always that they cannot be one-sided Christians, as are the Socialists and 
Communists., · Sutaieff, of whom I think you Lave beard-a peasant with 
radical Christian views-when asked, how the Christian life conld be sus­
tained, and what Chridtians could oppC1se _to aggressive violence, answered 
with the greate,st conviction, 'We qll'istia.ns have something which is strong 
er than the armies of the whole wurid, and which nothing can resist. It is 
Christian lo.ve.' Some may cvnsider Sutaieff's resource not sufficient; but he . 
has a methoJ, and is logical in putting forward his method, believing' in i't. 
But I never h.e~rd from auy Sociali::it, Communist, or Anarchist, an explana­
tion of how the Communist or Socialist system will work ; of why the ego­
istic men wilJ cease to be eg-oitits ; and of what will prompt them to sustain: 
a system which will not be so ad vant-tgeons for them personr..lly. And I 
never could comprehend what adv;rntage .A.rtarchy will have over the exist­
ing state of thiugil, or bow Anarchy could be founded to last, if the h~arts of 
men are not changed, if men have not accepted the Cbristia.n point of view." f 

So far Tolstoy. Ic is evident to thoughtful Anarchists that the first days 
of our revolution in thougl1c are pa,;;t. :Not that we have for one moment 
gone back: from our fir~t pri1iciple and ceased to believe that freed0m, the 
freedom f>ssential to humanity, can only come through the cessation of phy­
sical violence, of coercive government, in society. But men like V\'"illiim 
:Morris, Kropotkiu, and Tolstoy are pointing us onwarJ to the complement\).rj 
ha.lf of our couceptiou of social truth, by declaring that a new and true mo­
rality is necessary to us, as the means of establishing and carrying · on the 
true order and free life of society when coercion shall be ended. In his claim 
for "Christian love" as being that necessary morality, Tol.>toy points us, by 
no means to orthodox Christianity, but precisely away from that, and to its 
destruction. What he has striven, arid does strive, to show, is, that original 
Christianity was a vast worl<l-mo11ument, inspired by the teaching (now so 
perverted) and the example (now so misunderstood) of Jesus of N a.za.reth, 
which led men directly away .from Church and State, and drew them iuto a 
new, free, Communist, fraternal associ11tion, such as the first "Chriatian 
Churches" were. The so-called "Christi~n Churches" of to-day are, ii;i. 
Tolstoy's view, and judged by the Gospel itself, a complete perver;;ion, a con~ 
cealment, a parody, of the origina.l Christian truth and life. There has bee~ 
no Communist more thorough than Jesus, who· communised his own life for 
the general good; no Anarchist more porfect than he, · who 'gave even hiS 
euernies entire freedom to do ai they plea~ed with him. And.all this we sh~ll 
come to underE>tand as onr movement grows in completeness of doctrine and 
right compr_:ehcnsion of the past. J. C. K .' · 

lNTEltNATIONAL TRADE UNION CoNGRESs.-At the last Trade Union Congress 
(writes James M:awdsley in Reynolds's Newspaper of Dec. 27) the Parliamentar.y 
Committee were instructed to issu~ a circular to the various trades. askiug iftqey 
were in favor of an International Trade Union Congress being held in 1898, t0 b'.e 
called on lines similar to those of the British Trade Union Congress. This would 
mean that all Associations, except Trade Unions pure and si.mpl.e, would be ~x­
cluded. Of <{ourse, this would not exclude Socialists, as there are any number of 
thi:;m connected with Trade Unions, and Trade Unions choosing .Socialists, An­
archists.. or any other persan to represent the1n would be entitled to have th,!:lir 

"delega•tes admitted. This circular is now being discussed by the various trade~ 
of the country, and is supported by many, among others by tlie Amalgam,at~.d 
Association of Oper<1.tive Cotton Spinners, who, on Saturday,_ agreed unanim?us;iy · 
to support such a Congress a~d to be represented if held. t . .. : , 

, * Se'e also the ah~ve-mentioned case of P . . Braekma~~s result,ing from tliis vefy 
inquirJi to which se muc'.h public attention had ·been di'awn . .,.--F . .N. . 1

• 

t Surely both Tolstoy and ·Kenw<;>rthy will admit that, jnde,pend~n.t.ly of all 
perversions by the ruling classes and' all the evils of?- Stat'? ch~r.Q.h, fllere are 

- many things in Christia·nity which no sensible person can acc:e ''''"' :~·· 1\1'.nU ne'ce:s-
sarily so, since·it-is a compost of the teachings of many and va d'ivicfoal~, 
good, bad, _and indifferent. To regard all this as the "word·, . .' ~ . is realcy 
too childish. It is indisputable that as to the character or J e 1~self, re- _ 
garded from the human point of view-and this is the only '. V. . ,..;t _at can "G'.e 
discussed-there is som,e .doubt and confusion. As one of the ·j,f:C,~f teaehttrs 6( 
the world, h'e has his place ; but it seems to us much wiser to g1i~:QuJ."! attention 
more to· t.he ·,ameliorati~n of humani~y i'rom its present 'evU : con·4tt{d1~~ t~a·rL t o 
the per.s~stent uphold1_ng of the hfe of Jesus as a mo<:J.~l for tfs"aH to hve by. 
Kenworthy says th!'lre has b~en "'no Anarchist more p.erJect than ·h~ [Jesusj, .who 
gave even· 'his·· enein'ies entire freedom to do as they ple'~sed with him .. '·' · From 1 

this we entirely dissent; since it is obviously a criminal .thing to teaeh men. to 
·allew othe'di/ w·hetrher' frien.tls or erreniies, ·to do ·as· th.~y'please w:it~· the1p. It is 
shi:J.P'lY a· downright· encouragement of all the tyrai1pi~s and infamies that man­
kipd ,has suf,fered through the long ages. I . f~el qu.ite, ~ure Ken1vort1'y· ~VOIJ:ld 
not literally carry out the.,p .ractice o! this principle ; .and for our;seli;§s-w';e are 
free t.o maintain th,at un_til s?rriething like justice , obtains in .soc~ety ;~: would , 
prefer to· follow · another Of the- ·sayings attributed 'to Jesus : "I: conie " iiOt 'to 
pr.ing ,pe1tce, . but a sworJ1 ",-,-Ea. · Freedom. · . 
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N 0 TES . . · 

Now that it has come to li~ht that Nansen is to re-C onsolations ..., 
of No?·th Pole ceive close upon £15,000 for a 'description of his 

JJJ d 't. journey to the silent ice~regions and a work upon his 
xpe i ions. observations there, we find the well-informed jour-

nalist of the Marhmon-worshipping character is glibly writing of the 
.~onsolations of North-Pole expeditions, as though Nahsen undertook 
this brave and perilou!? task as a·purely financial speculation. We won­
der whether any of these gentlemen would have sufficient moral and 
physical courage to µndertlitke such a journey even as a finan9ial specu­
lation. Let us recollect Nam::en is an explorer and human scientist 
first, and that .financial results in his case were f Urely accidental; or 
rather circumstantial; and that it matters .not in what age a Nansen 
might live, his intense physical powers and mental capacity will always 
result in his pursuits being the outcome of his love-so typical of . the 
xace from which he deRcends. 

. The innumerable dangers encou
1

ntered in his journey, the swim for 
life, his never-ending battle with the elements, his 'readiness to risk life 
it,self, his simple and honest description of the same in the Daily Chro­
"Jiicle, are all sufficient answers to the wo(thlQSS insinuations of that cor­
rupt journalism whi!,ih now attempts to. cover his grand work with the 
nauseous cloak of conimercial,ism.-J. P. . 

A s, l .. WE a1.'e great admirers of literary form. A humani-
. -~ - u a~ntpl. ed. tarian idea arrayed in beautiful shape always was 

1 or .J.rLa1·xis a ies. . d ·a k' d h d apprecia.te ; an man m oug t to sacre ly preserve 
it for the edification of the future race. One cannot resist the desire to 
preserve for the benefit of the future generation the wonderful passage 
from the article by E. M. ,A. in Justice of Oct. 31, 1896. We specially 

, l'ecommend it to our f emiriine readers ; gentleness and 'tenderness are 
the best adornments of women: 

"Indeed . ·. _. the Social Democratic Party cannot be split up. The Junge 
7lnabhiingige [The Young Independents] tried. Where ls that Party now ~ A 
J>oor little tail wagged by_ the police-enginered Anarchist body. (I was going to 
Sll.Y 'dog,' but I know su'ch really honorable doggies that I don't wish to be rude 
~o them.)" · ' · ' 

· ' -. Young women, imitate this style, and you will become popular writers 
fl.mong the Social Democrats; and possibly you will also be admitted 
Jn.to the family of En9els and Marx; · 

..Not 80 ·" Sh~w,, IN the X'I?-as. numb~r of the Labor Leader, a very 
. , as usual ' full report is given of a lecture by G. B. Shaw, on 

· ' ~ "What Socialism will be like," in which many will 
JJe agreably surprised to find ideas EtXpressing a brc~der and deeper Yiew 
.'t>f social life ·than G. B. S. is generally credited with forming. In a 
:general way, it is a ~lap in the face for Social D~mocracy, whic4 parti­
:pns of qiat cause will not greatly relish. For instance, he says, ·" It . 
· ~ould d.amp-my ardour for Socialism very considerably if I thought that 
ev~ry~hmg would b~ d'9ne .by the Coun~y Council." And he proceeds 
·to pomt. out, that, if, for_mstance, the County Council ran the· papers, 
·they , :wou.~~i;:}l:>e '' bad .news papers " ; and " if the County Council p~o-
-duced an~, '~~,r which told the truth boldly,, every Councillor would 
; lose hi~ ·· a '"week." Far be it frofil us to deny the truth of all this, 
,.and tne·... .. rt that 80cial Democrats can derive from the moral of it 

accumul~ted in its midst, can literally assure abundance1 to all.' Society 
cannot recover' all accumulated riches' without th::dt.'' 

Surely, our friends of the Fedemtionist are having a little joke over 
this. For can they really think that wealth as ~' accumulated" and 
used to-day is a just arrangement? If so, then every Trade. Unionist 
who tries. to. raise wages is robbing .his employer. Of course, we shall 
all agree this is ridiculous'. Bat suppose a worker and his comrades 
have been robbed by their· employer for years and years, and this stolen 

. wealth has been used to build a palace, then if these-worker should take 
possession of this palace-in preference to being robbed still further in 
rack-rented slums-is that theft ? Are we to understand that. the 
worker becomes the thief and the rich idler an honest and injured per­
son when theJormer recovers possession of the' fruits of his labor of past 
years? But perhaps the Ji'ederationist imagines Kropotkin to be advo• 

' eating a general raid on watches and chains. Anyhow, we should be 
glad if they would prove to us that expropriation is theft. 

() t C - ·z THE spectacle presented by the L.C.C. during the 
oun Y _ou'l_ici past few weeks must be a very disappointing matter 

tpaga?·ies. for democrats and " advanced politicians " generally 
to reflect upon. This important governing body of London .i_'.:3 a stand­
ing proof of jobbery and st-q.pidity, and of the incapability of such 
elected bodies to redress any of the grievances which - its supporters 
claimed would result from its formation. They can't _settle the Tram­
ways business (though precious little good would result if they did}, but 
they can spoil our open spaces by railing and fencing-in -at every oppor­
tunity, and pester us with their notice boards, in their anxiety to let us 
know how well they are looking after our interests. 

Only the ether day the Chronicle was bewailing the inefficacy of the 
Parish Councils. " There are many Actf:? of Parliament," it ·exclaimed, 
"which are ill-drawn ; but we doubt if ever there was an Act that con­
tained so many insoluble conundrums as the famous Local Govoernment 
Act of 1894-commonly called the Parish Councils' Act ... It reminds 
one strongly of the irreverent person who said ·that the law ' was a hass.'" 
Very true, and ~hose " irr~verent persons " are getting more numerous 
every day. Yet how the Fabians and the Democrats asked us to look 
up to the mother of all evil- -the State-and be thankful'' for the gifts 
she had given us in these jumbles of fraud and folly, these precious 
"Acts." Why, -everyone must see by this . time that the only "Acts" 
that have any effect are those .that benefit the ruling class~s. Parlia­
ment is the grave of the workers' hopes! 

"White" 
Barba1·ians. 

HUMAN nature is a plastic thing. It ·will rise and 
fall largely in accordance with circumstances. If you 
want to lower a man below the level of a beast do one 

of two things: either make him a government official, or send him to 
South Africa to exploit the natives. This is by way of introduction to 
the following quotations, cut from a paper called The Critic, and sent to 
us by Comrade Finn from Johannesburg. 

_The Government does a fine trade at Pretoria Gaol by selling coloured female 
prisoners. It appears to be customary, when any of these unfortunate people 
are committed to prison 'for non-payment of a fine, that any burgher. who is will· 
ing to pay the fine may take away the offender as his servant. 

'~The quality of mercy is not strained" to any great extent by the vrede· 
:rechter of Belfast, if one may judge by ~ome of his recent sentences on kaffirs. 
Quite recently a native was charged with creating a disturban~e at the Belfast 
butehery. The accused stated that on entering the butchery to purc~ase some 

. meat, a youth (the son of the chief constable), who is employed there, put out 
his foot and tripped him. He remonstrated, and was given over to a native 
constable and taken to the tronk. The kaffir was, for this, sentenced to three 
months imprisonment. 

My attention has been drawn to the very improper conduct of Mr. A. Bot, 
Postm_aster and Issuer of native passes at Komati Poort. . I am informed that 
this official, not satisfied with the emoluments pertaining to. his office, has for 
some months past been engaged in a private business of his own; and that he 
buys and sells hffirs for profit. · Although at first he conducted his dealings with 
a certain amount of secrecy, he now does the thing openly and .on a very large 
scale. He has established~ himself as a Native-Labor Agent, and employs run· 
ner to go in .search of kaffiirs and uses the native police for the same purpose. 
His position as Issuer of Passes of course gives him e:xce·ptional facilities, as all 
kaffirs entering the Transvaal at this pcint of the border have to go first to his 
office for passes. If these kaffii.rs are not\accompanied by a white man, he orders 
them into his compound, telling them he will send them on to Johannesburg or 
Barberton by train. The boys are then detained in the compound until Mr. Bot 
finds a purchaser. Among those who have thus bought kaffirs I may mention 
Mr. E. Gould, the labor agent for the Robinson Gold Mining Company; Mr . 
A. D. Molison, Mr. A. H. Murphy, labor a.gents, and Mr. E. B. H. NcNicholas. 
I believe the N.Z.A.S.M. has also done a deal , with him. I learn that formal. 
complaints of thls m·an's conduct have been sent to his superiors at Pretoria, 
but so far it ha.s remafoed for The Critic to make the scandal public property. 

I am further informed that on Sanday the body of a murdered kaffir was 
. lying on the Stanhope property, and that :it was still there -.on Wednes~ay 

morning, but some pigs living in the vicinity of the spo.t had committed terrible 
havoc, and it is possible that by this time very little of it i·emains. I shal~ be 
glad to le.arn the names of the police who are supposed to patrol these two'neigh· 
borhoods, and whether they were on duty on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday . . 

: ~hey ar~ e~rtainly welcome to. , 
We _ no~ice alsQ th~t G. B. S. develops into· a full-blown Anarchist at · 

-~he. t~ought. that the State should attempt to prevent him exercising his 
·· 1nd1v1du_al right to· start a newspaper. "If so I would start a revolu­

_.''tion ·against Socialism the very n~xt day/' What a bold, .bad Fabian! , 

After this, what can one say ? Isn't the present system a. thing th11.t 
even a decent donkey might kick with disgust ? ! 

What is Theft 1 THE. ~ me1·ican ~Pederationist (the official organ of the 
. , American F?deration of Labor), for Decem·ber )ast, 

.quotes Kr~.potkm s sta~ement m _- Freedom that a worker who is paid 
wages .contmues to be a slave or subordinate ' of' the one to whom he is 

-;'.:':.!>-: forced 'to s~ll his labor force." The .A. ·F., remarking upon this, says, 
" So wo~ld he. be ~ere h~ forced ' ~o accept the following dictum , of 
_Kropotkm, viz.,. A society, havmg recovered possession of all riches 

Mrs. Percy, writing on behalf of our Comrade Percy, who is stpl unfortunately 
in hospital, acknowledges the receipt of£~ 13s. forwarded by HS as the result, !a 

·_to Christmas eve,_ otcash received on account of beJ:!efit con::ert, says: ~-' H,e to 
me to write to you and th~ comrades than~ing them a~l f o~ their kindnes§ to hi~~ 
and he hopes soon to be with them all agam and helpmg m the cause. He y:s 
he may be able to meet them at the Freedom Social on, January 18th at, Ho orn 
Town Hall.'' · · 

W. Wright: Thanks for letter and suggestions. We 1hall ·m&1te aome refer• 
ence to it in our next number. 
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REMINISCEN_CES OF WILLIAM llORRlS. 
BY A WORKING CoLLEAGUB. 

' (Oontinued.)-
It is often said-that Morris regrets the art of the middle ages, and, 

indeed he himself says he does; but his reason for this is that "·the 
medrev~l craftsman was free in his work." In the "Aims of Art " he 
says " Come let us put it in the way least respectful to the medireval 
craftsman, m~st polite to the modern hand ; the poor devil of the four­
teenth century, his work was of so little volue that 'he was allow~d to 
waste it· by the hour in pleasing himself and others ; but our highly 
strung mechanic, his minutes are too rich with the burden of perpetual 
profit for him to be al~owed to waste one. of them on art ; the presen~ 
system will not allo~ him-~annot allow him-;to pr.od~c~ works of ar~ . 

The -best illustration of this . that I know of is the railmg around tne 
~tomb of Henry vq. in Westminster Abbey. T?e mo~t wonderful piece 
of handicraft I have ever seen, every panel displaymg new thought, 
new beauty, no repreduction of a leaf, !1' flower~ _or. a feather; a wor}r 
that will repay all who ca:n spare the ti_me to visit it. When I saw it 
last it had a card bearing the information that the workman took 32 
yea;s 'to complete it; that is, he was .allowed time ~o think out his sub­
ject and to put in such work as will bear scrutmy for ages to come. 

- .But let the craftsman of to-day be set to do a piece of work to suit the 
·requirements of capitalism, and if he spent~ month on it he would be 
discb,arged for having taken too long on the JOb. . . 

The inevitable result of this hurry, this greed for gam, is the produc­
ction of the Rordid hideous habitations of our towns and villages, and 

·.even the decoratio~s in our recreation grounds display t.his ugliness, this 
vulgarity. . . . . . 

I remember passing through that portion of Victoria Park which is 
.set aside for flower-beds, one Sunday afterncon, after one of our demon­
strations there. Pointina out to Morris the flowers laid out as a plume 
.of feathers and aeometric~l figures of all kinds, I asked him what he 
thought of our ~rtistic fl_ower-beds. "0, just t~e sa~e:" he said, "as 
-0f everything else a.round here-damned ugly! Pomtmg to the other 
.side of the pathway, he said: "There, that's what I call pretty; where 
the flowers grow as nature produces them." . _ .. 

I believe that Morris, seeing no hope for Art while present conditions 
last broke loose from his old surroundings-that is, as he often said, of 
,a h~nger-on of the upper classes-and dev.ote~ himself to the tas~ of 
,ending the prese,nt starvation, over-~or:k, dirt, ignorance'. and brutaht:f. 
In other words he became a Soc1ahst; and, many-sided as was his 
.character, I believe this will outlive ·au the others in the affections of 
the people of the world. 

The press of the country has been flooded with notices of him since 
his death but principally as a poet and artist. For my part I connot 
:see how he could be a true artist without being a Revolutionist. 

I remember being in Norwich at a demonstration some years ago, at 
which Morris Faulkner and several others were present. Monday be­
ing at our dis~osal, we made a party to visit the. bea~tiful cathedral 
-there. It is the custom, I suppose, to have a gmde for each party of 
visitors; anyhow, there was a party preced~ng ours with ~uch. a guide. 
:Morris, of course, fell into the place of gmde to us, and m his rough, 
.sailor-like fashion was pointing out the di:flerence in the architecture of 
.differe~t periods and the beauty of all, w?en one of the ~adies from ~he 
other party who bad evidently been paymg more attention to our gmde 
.than her o~n, asked Comrade Faulkner who Morris was. He answered 

-Jier politely. Replying, she said, "The poet, ~ suppose, not the Social­
ist." This time Faulkner asked very grufliy m return, " How can he 
be Morris the poet without bei~g Morris the Socialist~" Notwith­
,standing his Socialism, the other ·party joined ours-guide and all. 

When the scribes did condescend to notice his Socialism, it was with 
:a kind of under-current of apology, for which, had he been living, he 
.certainly would not have thanked ~hem.. ~s a~ instance -ab~ut the time 
of the Jubilee the name of Lewis Morris was very promment before 
-the public, he having written the J ubil~e O~e in conseq~enc.e of. th~ in­
disposition of the Poet-Laureate. Morris delivered a lectur~ m Birmm~­
:ham and the reporter confused the two names. Lewis thought it 
nece~sary to contradict the report. Seeing it, I pointed it out to William. 
Having read it, he indulged in a. hearty laugh, ~nd sa~d h~ was very 

. ,glad he had done it, as he certamly would not hke to oe mistaken for 
Lewis. . 

One paper contained in a leading article the, . t~ me, astoundin.g 
. :information that in his later years he became a Socialist, but that his 
Socialism was not of the wild type of Robert Owen's. This reminds me 
.of a lecttJ.re deliver:ed by the R.ev; Sinclair Ev~ns on" .Ruskin's Message 
to Working Men." The chair was occupied by a ~ell-to-do tradesman 
,~f the town. After the lecture, the drift of which was that men should 
be in · comfortable circumstances, and the ordinary needs of life secured 
to them, before it would be possible for them to appreciate and enj?y 
;artistic life, the chairman, rising afterwards to make a few remar:ks, said, 
" It is all so very pretty but so impracticable." I suppose this means 

' 0 " Wh h - M . ' ' -the same as '" the wild Socialism of Robert wen. · et er orris s 
· Socialism was wild or tame, he certainly' put into it an amount of energy 
. ;and determination as if it was tpe sole end and aim of his life. 

i was at the Hy(!.e Park Franchise demonstrrtfo~, when.a la:r~e meet­
·ing of S.ocialists was held .after the politic~! one wa~ over,' ~t which John 
:Burns referred to Bright as a silver-tongued hyp_ocrite. 'I his was eno~gh 
for the radicals of that _day; our banners and platform were ~orn and 

. :broken up, and some . of us · were bein~ ru~ to the-Serpentine for a 
ducking. Moriis fought 'like a man, with the rn~t of us, and . before 

they;haq taken us half way to the 'Yater -we had succee~~~)~.-~ak'ing ~ 
stand and I remember Morris calling on Burns to fi'Insknts speech. 
Bein~ on level grcmnd, and our opponents 'still fighting; Burns ~aid -he 
wanted something to stand on. T~at day ,~e had only ou·r first pamp~~ 
let, "Socialism made plain," of which Morns had ,a large 1:>a.g-fuJl at his 
·side. These we pl~ed on the ground _in a heap, and Burns rriounre~ 
and continued his speech, while Morris, and a dozen more .of u~, were 
fighting to keep back the more infuriated of the people. Some of our 
friends found fault with Burns for using language to irritate the c~owd, 
but Morris's opinion was that they would have to be told the truth_, an.d 
that it was as well to tell them first as last. 'W Et know he has done his 
part in carrying on t~e fight until it has become possible to address 
meetinas on this subject wherever we go. He w'as not only prepared to 
face th~ brutality of the ignorapt policeman, ,but went still further and . 
faced the still more brutal laws enacted by the aid of the people. 

~ur~ng the strugle for freedom of speech at Bell_. Str~et, Edgware 
Road, after the committal of two speakers to take their trial at the ses­
sions, and when we all thought that a long term of, imprisonment would 
be the result, he volunteered to speak in the interval between the com­
mittal and trial; and, when reminded of the general impression that 
imprisonment would be the resuJt, he simply said, ""\Vell, it will be 
another e_xperience, and we must not allow the fear of consequences to 
interfere with our duty." -

He was not of tha opinion of the City Missionary who was preaching 
a little way up the same street, on the same Sunday morning; 'at whose 
meeting I stayed a while. In the course of his address, the missionary 
mentioned the masters command to his disciples, "Go into the highways 
and byways," etc. Wishing to :4:now what kind of metal he had in him, 

· I asked the constable on duty whether he bad not received "instructions 
to remoTe all persons causing an obstruction in the street." He replied 
in the negative, and added, "Do you wish to -complain~" I said I 
would like him to tell the speaker what was being done at the other 
meeting. He complied, and the speaker at once came off the stand. I 
asked the man what he meant by disregarding the injunction of his 
master, and he said, "Oh, you know we must obey the policeman!" I 
left, thinking the cause had lo~t nothing by pre.venting a weak-kneed, 
half-hearted creature like that to stand .up for it . 

(To be concluded.) 
S. MAINWARING. 

"NEWS FROM NowHERE i: IN RussIAN.-Our readers will be glad to 
bear that some chapters of William Morris's "News from Nowhere~" 
are now appearing in Russian radical magazine Russkaya Misl (Russian 
thought), publ ished monthly at Moscow.-D. Z. · 

The Ba:rce1ona Anarchists. 

The horrors of the Barcelona. trial surpass everything known in the h:iRtory 
of Anarchist--nay, of almost all other-persecutions since the days of th.e 
Holy Inquisition. About 300 Anarchists were arrested, most of whom will 
be transported to .African islands without trial. Eighty-seven were .tried 
during last month, and the Government prosecutor demanded the death sen-
tence for not less than twenty-eight of them. · • 

From a Spanish daily pap~r we gather that the method resorted to by the 
prosecution is to make the whole of the members or of the attendants _at 
meetings of a. workmen's club, the "Centro de Carreteros," responsible for what 
could evidently only have been arranged (if so) by a very amall numbe~ of · 
persons who might or might not, accidentally, have been menibers of this 
eociety as well-namely, for the bomb explosion in the Cambi~s Nuevos street, 
when the religious procession passed. ThiR absurd accus~t_ion is b~sed on the 
evidence of three men--:the chief accused-Tomas Aschen, Antomo Nogues, 
and Luis Mas: and how this "evidence" was obtaint-d is dear to those who ' 
have f~llowed t.he analogous p~oOf>dure resorted ~o iu 1894, when after the 
manifestly individual acts of P. PaHas an<l Salvador Franch !.'Cores of com­
rades were in a similar way brought to trial-seven of whom were executed, 
after having been tortured in the most incredible wa.y (,;ee El Proceso de 
un gran crimen, summarised in an article pulilished in Liberty in the s~m:. 
mer of 1895). Similar witnesses are coming forward now ; so a letter to 
Rochefort (published in the Intransigeant of Paris', by one <._>f the gaolQ~s · 
in the fortress of Montjuich-where all this ta.kes place-says: they ,,.,-elle 
flogged, .their nails torn off, thei~ genital parts co11:1pre~s~d ur:til the ago_~'y 
of sufferrng led these three to s1gn whatever the rnqmrmg _Jndge wautctl 
them to say. Among the .other ·inethods used are the feedu1g on salt fi~ 
without. any water and . the privation of sleep, the pris9ners being forced for 
days ·and nights to walk along their cells; if they qrop to sleep tht-y are beat-
en until they rise again, and after reaching iu tb,a.t way the highest point of 
nervousness they are interrogated. And yet some are said to have resisted 
all these tortures-Jose Mo!alil, F. Fa.ne1·, J. B. Ollt'r, an'd others; many also 
made spirited declarations before the court martial. ·~ 
' There is yet another' innovation : this time not ,even the sentences were 
made puqlic after the trial finished: only a week afterwards we hear tha:t 
eiget ha\•e been sentenced to death; forty to twentv years and twenty-seven to 
e~qht yeaes penal servitude I One tho'l!-sand and sixteen years of peaalservt~ude, 
every day of which rri~ans life in a hell upon earth. · . · , ! 

Thoee who would .disbelieve even these account's I refer to the Pall Mall 
Gazette of Dec. 19, where an extract from Prince Bismarck's Germar.. paper i1 

. reproduced_,_the paper which, of all, i11 the most bitter enemy of Socialists 
and Anarchists, and often recomme11ds measures a.gaiustthem which fall very 
short of torture. It is a. communication from Ma.nili1., in the Philippine islands, 
where, like in Cuba, the inh'abitants have risen against Sµanish rµlf'., which 
benefit.8 them by infesting their h!RUtiful coun~try with ho~ts c1f e.reedy offi­
cials aud z~otlous priests! 'After telling how 59 prisoners periahed 111 .a blade­
hole, it goes on to say : "The iustrumen.ts of torture from the time of the · 
Iu.qnisition, which were still preserved here "-(the prie.its evidently uuder­
staud to bide . their time D-'~ were 11Jade use of. Thurobicrews, Spanhrl:t 
boots, and all such_invention8 of. the Middle Ages, are .again the urdwr of the_ 
.day." · · 



SUPPLEMENT TO . "'FREEDOll.,. 

And .w;hat do •\Ye liear by Reu'ter's tel~grarns-not from N.eyv York,' which 
might , sl>etn \ to ; be ·coloured in. favor o.f Cuba, but from Madrid-'-about 
Maceo's d~itth (see the Daily OMonicle of· Dec. 11) : After a skirmish [if npt 
-~ heacher<rns .arnbllsh, as has sinceJ)t>~n· maiutained] the body of a wounded 
Cuba1i was found. "The guide [of 'the Spanish column] pl1 lled a: ring from 
the'tiuge·r of the wounded Cupau, who ·thereupon presse<l the guide's hand 
and 'a>iked him : " Are you a Span'iard 1" ,'fbe gujde replied by snatching 
~way· hi::i ,han<l and firing a revolver at the mulatto, which finished ·him. 
Liei;itenant Acha ... tried to ,bring the bodies away. He tied them to 
th'e ta,ils of two horses," ·etc. And the· news of this was received. with 
rejoicing all over offec'ial Spain, ·. the Que~n-regent congratulated the wife 
o~ the officer chiefly cuncerzieq, and adoptE;d his son, etc. After this, we 
recowmend her to 'adopt rhe children of the torturers of the fortress of 
Montjt1ich and of the Manila blackbole as well. 
~ But the b0w seem.s t:o be overstrained ; many victims will ~till fall, but 
in the. West (Cuba), in the far Etst (Philippine isla.ndt:1), official Spain is 
at last attackei:l, and these movements will inevitably tiud an echo in the 

·~ount~y itself. · · * * 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 
In Paris the Socialist protest against the prostration of the Republic 

' before tue Tsar was very feeble and s0me, like P. Brousse, the lead~r of the 
French , municipal S:Jciafists, openly sided wit.ft ; the Government. "T!w 
Socialist party is becoming a Government party," Brousse wrote on Sept. 6th ; 
hence, he concluded, it must act .as . goven1ments act. The outcome of 
political action cannot be clearer defined than it has been done. here : 
Soc;ia_lists, b~lievipg to get political power, are really falling victims to it; 

· p<;>hqcal power, government, is unchangeable, whether-wielded by Socialists 
' ,or c~pitali,;ts ;, :;i.11 are . equally .ground down J?y it to the dead level of brutal 

_and impotent officialism. The more there are Socialists in Parliament, t·he 
, ~eare.r the:>: are. to u~ce, the more they becom~ .similar, and in the end 
identic~_l wrth the ordrnary office-b~arers, and the more S0cialism goes to 
the wali. · 

The 11~ws. fro~. the Hamburg Do~k Strike is .J,l'lt encouraging, whilst in 
the begmnrng we heard si> many good ti-ding's how in the ports of other 
countries the dockers had :::;pontaueou::ily refused to ha ye anything to do with 

. -Hambwg ships. All is silent_ now it. this .respect, and the m;'ual dull mu tine 
work seems tu have prevailed over this spirited 0utbreak. At the meetings 
held in Ha.mb11rg on Dec. 19th, 7,265 voted for the continuance of the strike, 
and 3,671 against it. What .' did the S·>cialist lY-L P.'s do 1 The Vo1·wae1·ts 
~a) s-a.s ·we read ~n the Dai:l,y Ghro'riicle of Dec. 21st-that the Socfal 
Dem?cni<;ie_ r;iembers o~ .the Reicilstag who "'.ere ' present at Saturday's 

· meetmgs aavtSed the strikers 'to resL1me woi·k in accordance with tb.e wi'3h of 
1 the Seuate (the local government of Hamburg). Wha.t more can we 
. expect these men to do who-out of sheer fea:r to .be mistaken for revolution-
ist::s-are sure ever to side with la.w aud order by all means 1 

}\~ore. recent news show t!ie strike sti!J going on, . the M.P.'s urging on 
ar11trat1on and the blacklegs blackniaiiing the employers-dt:manding 
double pay as if they ~ere men. 

an,d will . pa sent t<? Bfribi, the <liscipJine <;:om.pariies .on the border of th·~ 
African :desert, where tortures uf quite. a Spanil;'lh .character .. are daily 
ooou~n~~ . , 

Many new papers have beeu stn,.ted: the Idee .libre (Ageo), Jeunesse 
nouvelle (Lyons), and the Ag·itateur (Marseille, to he published soon) in the 
French provinces ;--the' old AnarcMst resuscitated (Amsterdam') ;-La 
Veri'.te' (Emiival, Belgium) ;-Der arme Konrad (Berlin, a popu1iir paper 
besides the more literary Sozialist) ;.....:......Jfatice delnicka _(Vienna, Bohemian). 
In Italy La Favilla (Mantova) a.11d Il Nuovo Verbo (Parma) will soon be 
published. In Spaln .El Productor of La Coruua seems to be the only paper. 
In the United States De'r Kampfer (St. Louis, German) and The Age oj 
Thought (Columbus Junct.ion, Io.wa, Individuali;,;t-Anarchi&t), besides two 
uuml>ers, I believe, of The .Match (Bosto11) In the Argentine Republic 

.La Fuerza de la Razon aurl La Federacion Obrera in the provinces; Co,!'illrade 
Creaghe's pa.per, Oprimido, is now published at Buenos Ayres, and the 
review, La QJtestione sociale, is pu bli:Shed as its supplement. . 

' We will just l.ueutiou tl.te discussions on Anarchism at the International 
Ethical Cu11ference held at Zurich, and a t the Congress for Criminal Anthro­
pology held at Geneva (uoth in August), also that in the Temps Nouveaux of 
Dec. lO t b. P. Kropotkin's s~cond intended Paris ,Conference-The State·: 
its roll in kist01·y-began to be published. , 

On the whole, Anarchists have no rea;;on to C()mplain of the progress made 
in 1896. It does uot mean that an "epoch of rest" has come ; but we ought 
to be eucouraged a~<l inspired to do still more work . . 

ANARCHISM· ITS PHILOSOPHY AND IDEAL. 
BY PETER KROPOTKIN. 

(Continued.) 
Ah, if men were those superior beings that the utopians of authority 

like to speak to us of, if we could close our eyes to reality, and live, like 
them, in a world of dreams and illusions as to the super_iority of · those 
who think themselves called to power, perhaps we also should do like 
them; perhaps we also 'should belive in' the virtll.eS of those who g.overn. 

With virtuous masters, what dangers could slavery offer? Do you 
·remember the Slave-owner of which we heard'. so 'often, hardly thirty 
years ago? ·was he ·not supposed to take paternal care of his slaves? 
''He alone," we were told, "could hinder these lazy, indoJent, impro­
vident children dying of hunger. H9w C)uld he crush his slaves through 
hard labor, or mutilate them by. blows, when his own interest lay in 
feeding . unem well, in ·taking care of them as much as of his own child­
ren! Ancl then, did n.ot 'the law' see to it that the.least swerving of 
a slave-owner from the path of duty was punished?" How many times 
have we not been 'told so ! But the reality was such that, having 
returned from a voyage to Brazil, Darwin was haunted all his life by 
the cries of agony mutilated sll'!-ves, by the sobs of moaning women 
whose fingers 1vere crushed in thumbscrews! 

n the gentlemen in power were really so intelligent and so devoted 
The Germ.all S~cial D.emocra.tic Party rJ?et .in congress at Got~a in., October. to the public cause, as panegyrists of authority love to represent, what 

~o gre.ater. qu~stwn berng before the Cungres~, the qu'lgmire of dissensions, a pretty government and patronal utopia we should be-able to construct! 
Jealousies, mtrigues became ·the more coospicuous., Ohl Liebknecht had to The employer; would never be the tyra.Iit of the worker ; he would be 
tight har~ for his own skin ; bis p'iper, the .' .Vorwam·ts, was torn to pieces as 
the mos~ mc~mpetent and ? ~ll~st of papers, and he, was bluntly told that he the father ! The factory would be a palace of. delight, and never _would 
l.t~d ,better w~thd!aw fr@m ~t. ~owever small respect we can have for a man masses of workers 'be doomed to physical deterioration.· The State 
{)f SQ b~d faith m comhatmg his ,dpponen,ts (as his attitude towards the ·would not poi~on its workers by making matches with white phosphorus, 
.Ana~clusts amply shows) we feel disgusted ,at the waf in which he is treated . for · which it is so easy to substitute red phosphorus.* A judge would not 

·"by 111s own part.}'.', the. ~i~ty wor~ pf which, at any rate, he al ways executed have the ferocity to cond~mn the wife and children of the one whom 
-to ~he t;>est o( ~is abilities. .His opponents, robust, well-pampered men in he sends to prison, to suffer year~ of hunger and misery and to die some 
the. fortle~, now. want to get. rid .of the old man of seventy and tell him with day of anemia; never would a public prosecutor ask for the head of the 
an mc~edible amount of c;ynw~l brutality that he is too old, and oaght to go. accused forthe unique p"Ieasure of showing off his oratorical talent,· and 
We might well shudder if we thought that · a time would ever come when -
tkese m~n. would be .our masters. ,Liebknecht himself hardly seems to realise nowhere would we find a gaoler or an executioner to do the bidding of 
~~s i:iositu?n, and 'w~th an equal · amount of cynicism and an utter wa.nt of judgea, who have not the courage to carry out their sentenc~s themselves. 
~hgmty sticks to his offife lik~ glue. By the w~y, he told the Congress he -.What do I say! We should never have enough Plutarchs to praise the 
..only went to England this sprwg : "because I believed that I could not be virtues of Members of Parliament who all would have Panama cheques 

. disr~nstd with there'~ (1'ort ~lnentbehrl r.ch zu sein), ( Vorwaerts, Oct. 14th). . in horror! Biribi t · wo'uld become an austere nursery of virtue, and 
. One v~ry charactenstic feature of this Congress was the debate on modern t · Id b th · f · · ld" ld 1 

literatu1·~ and art . . A week1y illustrated Socialist paper (Neue Welt)· had , permanen armies won e e JOY o citizens, as so iers wou on y 
. cp_ened 1ts columns to -works 'o! modern art, whereby the sense of .mor.ality take up ·arms to parade before nursemaids, and to carry nosegays on the 
and decency of the usual Social D~mocratic paterfamilias was immensely point of their bayonets! 

.. :S°9-ocked. , ~r. Frohme,. a . Socia.list M.P., denounced the editor, who . ably · Oh, the beautiful 'utopia, · the lovely Christmas dre·am we can make as 
.defended h1mself; th.e other delegates either contributed their bundle of so'On as we admit that those who. govern represent a superior caste, and 

. ~~>0d ,to .the stake ~ip.on which modern art was to ·be burned, or defended· it ·ha;ve hardly any or no knowledge of . simple mo:t'tals' weak,nesses ! It 
· ,w,ith. some. reservat10ns. It became only too plain that the· onesided 1\vould then suffice to make them control one another in hierarchical 

electi?neermg propagand;t co.m hined. only with the sterile and critieless ·fashion, to let . th~m exchange', fifty papers, at . most, am?ng different 

,, ::~e~~~~bo~l~~~x~~~ '~~~~e~:c0f:~~P!~~~~s :~rt~:nf~~!l~!~!~td:~dn:;ti~~k administrators, when the wind blows dQwn a tree on the national road. 
~ level of the average Phihstme. We do not forget that in B::lrlin and som:e . Or, if n,eed be, they would have oniy to b.e valued at their proper worth, 
<pther towns for years efforts have been made to make modern art accessibte · during elections, ~y .·those same masses of mortals which a;r~_:Supposed 

\'~O. ~ the \VOr~ers?· chiefly by creating popular theatres on which, before a . to be endowed with all 'stupidity iii their mutual relations bat -b~~QW.e 
IJ?nvate audience of both workers and authors and artists the most ad:vanced wis~om itse)f when t~ey have to elect their -masters. 

1·.flays ba~e been .ac.~e-~ with ·great success; but tJiese- eff~rts originated ' with 
14ndependent Socrahsts . and Anarchists· and were. never favourably fooked / * The making of matches is a State's monopoly in France. 
~p.on by. the le_aders,.of the party, whq. really grudge the w:orkers ever1· step 
they make toward,8 intellectual freedom. For they know that this must lead t Biribi is the name given in France to the puni•kment battalions in Algeria. 
t~em sooner or later toi.Anarcl;iism., · . . · , . Every young man who has been: in prison bef(i)re he begi!rrs· his .military. servii:le1 

I!o.w niuch these; ~o.sses of _the 'party are concerned in keeping down all ·is' sent to sach a battalion. Many· soldiers·, for want 0f discipline, undergo fthe 
eft'urts , o~Jr.eed.om .. gamwg· ground .. we gather l!rom· an 1.nei'den·t·a:l ·admi"'"'I.On·"=-y · · s~me pun!shm~nt, . . '.Fhe ~reatm1:mt in these places is so. horr,id that no. EnlisP,• 
Ii f h :1: ,.... 1:1 man.would b~heve it possible. · A very few yea.f's ago, the pe~~-~haped hole m· 

·.~ ~ . 0 
t e H!Il~r circle of the:ip,arty (:Pfannkuch) that' t,he leading commi,ttee -the .ground, whe.re. men were left !Cir weeks, and some were ac~ually devoured oy 

·, ·h~d .already;year.s ;tgo vent1!~ted tpe question of an inspector who:·sho'ul'd verrµin, was an habitua:l, punishment: At the present time·, it is .quite .habit'ual 
ti~y~l ~rom town to town 't() -control ttie press of the party·'·' -tbia wa.s not to let a man, handcu·ffed and chained, lay for a fortnight on. the·-·ground, covered 
~ried 9!l.t ·"b~fore. all1',--th~s 'bein.g -, the . cliief' reasonr-be~~use no praper ~y a b~t ofc~ot.h; l_\nd~r - the scorc-hing sun of 1\:lgeria ·and: througµ th~ bitterly 
person co~ld: qe found·, th~·t ,18 becau1e ·none ef the various , cliq ties wou'ld cold nJghts, compelled to eat his food and to lap his water like ·a dog. ·scores of 

· en;trus5 thlS p~i:st to ,one oi Its oppon~nts. . · _ the most terrible facts became know)). lately, since Georges Darien published ~is 
, ·: .. . . ," _ . 

1 
. . book H Birilii '·' (Paris, 1890, -Savine, pulisller) based ~ on a-ctual exper• 

Of t~e' A.narck1st. moyement but little news· can , be given s~ve sta•ting the ience, a.nd 'f11lt of the most J;i9rrible revelatioi:is. Qne .of my Clairvaux-compani'ons 
.la,~~ ;that a .. gent!lNJ,~ revival t~kes plaee all·roun<I : .--; Persecutimis 'a·refrequen-t, ·~~d. to . sp~nq two ye,ars, o.f military service in.sµch a b,a.tta.lion,........his co,ndemna· 

, abu\~e .aH in ,Spam; ~ls..o in Germany .'and Denmark • . In Toulon -three tion at Lyon.s,astheeditorofanAnarchistpaper, being already "aleaso~to .be­
sergea.nt~, who ~~<Je Auarchii:it propaganda. among the soldiers wcte a~rested · transported to Algeria. He !ul~y confirmed, on·, his release, all t'hat ·was· ·writ• 
. , ten by Deacaves~-P.K. ' 



l'RB:IDOM. 

'i\.n 'th~ science of government, imagined hy those who govern, is im: 
bibed with tb~se utopias. But we know men too well to dream such 
d!'.ea~s. We have not two measures for the virtues of the governed ' 
and th.ose fothegovernors; we know,that we ourselves,arenotwithout 
faults: and ~hat the best of us would soon be corrupted by the exercise of 
powe~. W.e take men ~or what they are worth-and ·that is why we 
hate the government of :man by rn:tn, i:i,nd -that we work with all our 
might-~perhaps not strong enough- -to put an ·encl to it. 

But it is· not enough to destroy. 'TY e must also' know b_ow to build, 
and_it is owning to -not having thought fabolit it that ~he · masses have 
always been led astray in all their re.volutions. After having demolished 
they abandoned the care of reconstruction to the middle-class people, 
who possessed a more or less precise conception of what they wished to 
realise, and who consequently reconstituted authority to their own 
adva~tage. ' 

That is why Anarchy, when it works to destroy authority in all its 
aspects, when it dem::i,?ds the abrogation of laws and the abolition of · 
the mechanism that serves to impose them, when it refuses all hier­
archical organization and preaches free agreement-a~ the same time 
strives to maintain and enlarge the precious kernel of social customs 
without which no human or animal society can exist. Only, instead of 
demanding that those social customs should be maintained through the 
authority of a few, it demands it from the continued actiom of _all. 

Communist customs and institutioLs are of absolute necessity for 
society, not only to solve economic difficulties, but also to inainta:lu and 
develop social customs that bring men in contact with one another ; 
they must be looked to for establishing such relations between men 
that the interest of each should be the interest of all ; and this alone 
can unite men instead of dividing them. 

In fact, when we ask ourselves by what ' means a certain moral level 
can be maintained in a human or animal society, we find only three 
.such means: the repression of anti-social acts; moral teaching; and 
the practice of mutual help itself. And as all three have already been 
pµt to the test of pr•actic_e, we ci;in judge them by their effects. 

As to the impotence of repression-it is sufficiently demonstrated by 
the disorder of preFent society and by the necessity of.a revolution that 
we all desire or feel inevitable. In the domain of economy, coercion l::.as 
led us to industrial servitude; in the d9main of politic::;-to the State, 
that is i to say, to the destruction of all ties that formerly existed 
among citizens and to the nation becoming nothing hut an i11coherent 
mass of obedient subjects of a central authority. 

Not only has a coercive system contributed .and powerfully aided to 
create all the present economical political and social evils, but it has 
given proof of its absolute impotence to raise the moral level of 
societies ; it has not been even able to maintain it at the 16vel it had 
already reached. If a benevolent fairy could only reveal to our eyes all 
the crimes that are committed every day, every minute in a civilised 
society, under coYer of the unknown, of the protection of law itself,­
society would shudder at that terrible state of affairs. The authors of. 
the greatest political crimes, like those of Napoleon III.'s coiip d'etat, or 
the bloody week in May after the fall of the Commune of 1871, never · 
are ar'eaigned ; and as a poet. said : " the small miscreants are struck for 
the satisfaction of the great ones." More than that, when authority 
takes the moralisation of eociety in hand, by "punishing criminals " it 
only heaps up new crimes! 

Practised for centuries, repression has so badly succeeded that it has 
but led us into a blind alley from which we can only issue by carrying· 
torch and hatchet into the institutions of our authoritarian past. 

Far be it from us not. to :r_:ecognise the importance of the second 
fa~tor, ?1oral. teaching-especially that which is unconsciously trans­
mitted m society and results from the whole of the ideas and comments 
emitted by each of us on facts and events of every-day life. But this ~ 
force can only act on society under one condition, that of not being 
cross~d by ~ ~ass .of contradictory immoral teachings resulting from the 
practice of rnsitut10ns. 

In that case its influence is nil or baneful. · Take Christian morality: 
what other teaching could have had more hold on minds than that 
spoken in the name of a crucified God, and could have acted with all its 
mystic~l force, all its poetry ~f n;iartyrdom, its grandeur in forgiving 
ex~c1:1t10ners? And yet the mstitution was more powerful than the 
rehg10n: soon Christianity-a revolt a,gainst imperial Rome-was 
conquered by that same Rome; it accepted its maxims, customs, and 
language. The Christian church accepted the Roman law as its own 
and as such-allied "to_ ~he State-it became in history the most furiou~ 
enemy of ·all semi-communist institutions, to which Christianity 
appealed at its origin. ' 

meht of moral and in_tellectual improve1ne11t of the h'um~~u 1'<1<(1f is due '. 
to the p1·actice of mutual ci-icl,' to the c11stoms that recognised·the equality 
of 'ma:i.1 and brought _the.m t9 ally, to unit~, to ;n:;soci.11te for 'th,e .purpose 
of producing and consuming, to unite for: put pose::-; 'of clefence, . t9 . 
federate and to recognise no other judges in figl:hi~1g 0ut thei~· differ.-
enc_es than the arbit1~ators 'they took _from their own midst. ,' . . ) 

Each time these institutions, issued from popula.r geniu:-;, w1'eri it had 
rect~nquered its · libe_!'ty for a moment,~each time tl~ese iu::;titutions . 
developed· in a ne;w direction; the moral level of society, it1s ma.tedail ~ 
well-b~ing, its liberty, its intellectual progress, and the atlirrr1ation of 
individual origina.lity made a step in advance. ..A_nd, on the cuntrary, 
each time that in the. CO'\}rse of history, whether following npon a 
foreign conquest, or whether by developing authoritarian· prejudices: 
men become more and more divided iuto governors and governed, , 
exploiters and exploited, the moral level fell, the 'Well-being of the, 
masses decreased in order to insure i'i~hes 'to a few, and the spirit of 
the age declined. _ . ' 

History teaches us thjs, and from this lesson we have learned to 
have coi1fider:ce in free Communist institutions to raise the moral level · 
of societies,' debased by the practice of authority. · 

To-day we live side by side without· Irno"wing one another. }vV e come 
together at meetings on an election . day : we listen to the lying or 
fanciful' professions of faith of a candidate, and we return ho:;:ne. The 
State has the care of all questions of public interest; the State alone 
has tlie function of seeing that we do not· harm the interests of ou:;-­
neighbour, and if it fails in this, of punishing us so as to repair the evil. 

Om"neighbour may die pf hunger: or mm.:der his chi~dren,-it is no 
business of ours; it is the business of the policeman. YOU hardly 
know one another, nothing unites you, .everything tends "to alienate 
you from one another, and finding no better way, you ask · the 
Almighty (formerly it was a God, now it is the State) to do all that lies 
within his power to stop anti-social passions from reaching their 
highest climax. 

(To be continiied.) 

THE PROPAGANDA. 
[ W'ill cornrades i'n the London and pvovincial Groitps ?nalce a point of furnishing . · 

iis wi'th repO'rts of their 11ieel.i'ngs and progress by ?i'ot later than the 20th of aach 
month.-~D.] 

REPORTS. 

LONDON. 
Depiford.-Things here have slightly improvefl. Comrade Leggatt spoke on 

Sunday, Nov. 29th, on "Mental Chloroformers" to a large audience, exposing 
the religious and political hrain-stultifiers. A religious fanatic, m1,unted on a 
box, warned the people not to lis~en to the "Hanarchists," who, he said, yver~ 
the "agants of the devil "-whoever he may be. Of course, the .effect of this 
was that the ct·ow<;! swarmed around ·us, aud deserted hirn. Annoyed at this, he 
came over to our meeting and persistently and continuously interrupted Leggatt, 
until, unable to bear it any longer, Leggatt threatened to test his Christian 
principles by giving him the opportunity of"' turning the other cheek." That _ 
silenced him. Screech, the Christian Want-of-Evidence "Lecturer," was in our '1 

audience for some time, but hadn't the pluck to oppose. We _also had th~ 
honour (doubtful) of the presence-of nine policemen, several detectives, and a 
number of the black police. Collected 3g, and sold a number of Freedoms and i 
pamphlet-s. Dec. 6th, comrade Young spoke to a large crowd on "Patriotism," 
and, to our surprise, had not the slightest interruption and could get no · 
opposition, notwithstanding the fact that several of the "Gentle Jesus" brigade 
were present. Collected ls. 5d. ; literature sold fair. Dec. 13th, Leggatt again 
spoke on "Do the eapitalist~ fear the teaching of Anarchism?" to an 'enormous 
crowd. Our comrade had the sympathy of the ·audience right through, with ths 
,exception of towards the close of the meeting a clique of "meek !;Lnd lowly ones," 
who are quite exp.rts in the art of kicking (all for the glory of God) endeavoured 
to break up the meeting by rowdyism. A prominent and continuous interrupter 
at our meetings is a canting hypoqrite who professes bt:!lief in Christianity and 
opens his shop on Sundays for the sale of ''penny dreadfuls " and other vile 
literature of the Police Gaz• tte type. . He rea~s his Bible, r.ts comrade Leggatt 
told him, thus: "Six days shalt thou labour, but on the seventh -thou shalt sell · 
papei:s." Comrade Sullivan , also spoke; collection, ls. 6d. A word to the · 
Deptford comrades. You are asked to turn up every Sunday regularly on the 
Broadw~y at seven sharp and surround the platform, and not leave the whole of 
the work to two -or three comrades, who also have to put up with the i_nsults and 
kicks of these Christian brutes. We also appeal to comrades in other parts to 
come and help us. One good lesson in "Ballyhoolyisrn" will silence these curs 
for ever.-H . 

. Hoxton.-Y..r e h-ave beeq holding meetings here as usual on Sunday mornings, 
but the. weather has been much against ur:;. Presberg has spoken for us, but 
climatic perversities rnar~·ed the efforts of the speaker. On Sunday, Dee.' 20th, 
John· Turner ~poke on Anarchism and the Labour movement.. A good crowd 
assembled, and the meeting proved highly successful; ls. 6!d. collected. Next 
month we hope to give a fuller report of our work here.. 
. Stratford Grove and Mile End Waste.-The meetings here grow larger every 
Sunday in spite of wet and cold weather, the large la]Jlp (60-ca'ndle power) 

" Can "'.:e ~or a moment ·believe ·that moral teaching, patronised by 
circulars from ministers of public instruction would have the creative 
forcethat Christjanity has not had ? And ~hat can the teaching of 
men, who ·are truly social, against the "whole teaching derived from 
anti-social customs? · · · 

The third element alone remains-t{ie inst#ution itself, acting in such 
a way as to make social acts a state of habit and' instinct. This 
element--history proves it-has never missed , its aim neve~ has it 
acted as a double-bladed sword; and its influe'nce l~as only been 
weaken~d :when custom strove to become immovable,. crystall~sed, to 
become m its t:irn.a.religion not to be. questioned when it endeavoured 
to abso:b th~ md~vidual, taking all freedom of action from him and 
compell~ng. him to revolt against that which had become, through its 
crystallisation, an enemy to progress. 

. showing a fine light draws a large crowd. A friend who paid for the lamp £1 
has now paid 5s. for a stand, thereby showing some practical sympathy with our 
propaganda. Leggatt speaks about two hours every Sunday (weather permitting), 
the on1y exceptions being when he spoke at Deptford (see Deptford report); At 

, Stratford Grove the crowds of well-dressed, respectable working men never 
budge, but' stop till the last, sometimes till past _ ten p. m., collections a pout five 
or six shillings, with litera-ture included. We still use the tree with a thick 
rope hanging , from the branch till our stand is finished ; we should like some 

'help with speakers-if possible, Turn.er or f::>tockton. The police attend and are 
always attentive and courteous listeners, which is 8. good sign, I think. 

In fact, all 
1 
that was an element of progress in the past or an· instru-

Sunday, December 20th.-Johu Turner spoke to a large meeting here, assisted 
by Morton, Leggatt, and two Russian comrades. It was a. most encouraging 
meeting, and all the speeches ' were atte,ntively listened to. There is good 
propaganda being done in this quarter. . · 

_At Mile End Waste also fine meetings; from 5s. to 7s. collection ; "Freedopis' 
and pamphlets sell well here, and no opp0sition; crowd h~lp put up platform and 
assist speakers to sell literature and bring refreshment while speaking, showing 
at least ar friendly ·feeling to those who a.re trying to wake up the slet>py and 
apathetic Englishman.-E. LEGGATT, ' 
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. PnoTIXCES. , 
E1iinburgh.-Since last report we have held our position wonderfully, mainly 

through the staying-power_of comrade Hall; whq, as far as speaking is concerned, 
has had the heavy end of the plank. Reversing the old "Biblical truth(?) tha.t 
man "in the sweet (and itlso bitter) by-and-bye" is to · be brought before the 

·judgment-seat of God, Hall, takjng time by the forelock on November 22nd, 
brought'" God before the jndgment-seat of man" and, needless ' to say, he founcl 
Him or "It ":._according to _.A. J. Balfour, guilty of almost all the crimes that 
have hitherto afflicted the human race, and sentenced Him unceremoniously to 
oblivion. A good discussion followed. Nov. 29th, comrade J, H. Bell wai to 

· have lectured for us on "Anarchism v; I. L.P'ism." Unfortunately, to the great 
disappointment of all, our comrade through ill health was unable to appear. As 
a ' consequence, Hall, who happened to be in good form, readily took his place 

·.and gavt'l a short survey of the tvi:o. ~ovements, .giving many exampl~s .of lives 
·that have been u~terly wasted mside . of Parliament, and emphas1smg the 
: n~cessity of working outside the House of Commons, This w11.s one of the best 
,all-round meetings we have had. Dec. 6th, comrade Doris lectured on "Public 
Opinion," proving by various examples that public opinion in this capita.listic 
society of to-day was a mere phantom ; that with regard to public inl5titutions 
the public_had no opinion at all; not having the necessary knowledge and time to 
enable them to form any opinion. The affairs of the public were simply monopo-

1lised like other things by monied men; and, as money cotdd buy the opinion of 
-the star'ving, it fell to a question of money, not opinion. The lecturer took care 
to point out that our mi~sion was to create a pul;>lic opinion. The lecture was 
varied at intervals by the private opinion of ali umocial democrat who, like 
Burns when he met with' his imaiiuary friend, Death, "was na fou but jist had 

;!plenty," whose ejaculations and ultimate a~tempt to ·order the discussion to his 
·own pattern be.:!ame so annoying that it looked as if we would be forced to the 
pailliul obligation of persuading him to the door. We persevered, however, and 
a good discussion followed, many of the speakers . agreeing with the lecturer. 

'Dec. 13th, comrade Hall again lectured, his subject bein·g "Production under 
' ~narchy." ln the course of his long lecture, the title of which, by the wa.y, was 
,ra.ther misleading, he characterised as a monstrous.absurdity the idea of going to 
Africa and other countries for the purpose of bettdring vneself. As to the ethics 

.of the present system of production, if-there was such a thing, the lecturer 
declared it was the ethics of barbariinn. Although the audience was not so large 

·as usual, the discussion. was all that could be desired, which makes us all hopeful 
•of the fo.ture. -G. R. 
. Leicester.-,- The outdoor meetings of the Le_icester Anarchist Group were, this 
i:year, discontinued somewhat earlier in the season than usual, on account of the 
wet weather.' But w'hilst they were continued the aucliences were as large and 
e1Jthusiastic as ever bef9re. A considerable quantity of Anarchist litera.ture has­
·been sold and distributed in th~ towu and district, a.nd we are da.ily 'meeting with 
evidence that ' the steady, persistent propaganda which has been continue<! here 
during the last niue y.ears has not ·been in vain. Since dropping the outdoor 
meetings, some, at least, of our Group have bee.Pl exceedingly active in carnying' 
the torch of Anarchy into such benighted regions as those iuhabited by Land 
Nationalisers, I. L. l''ers and H mchinson-Trust-L<:cturers; to Debating 8ocieties, 
Baptist, Unitarian, and Co-cgregatioua.l Chapels, Christian Socia.I Unions, Co­
·Operative Meetings, Labour Clubs, etc. This form of propaganda, · which bas 
been coupled with a constant distribution of leaflets ;;.nd other printed ma.tier, 
has betn "good bnsiness." 

At one of the Hutchinson Truet Le'cture!!, for exampl.e, our comrade Bent 
scored very heavily {or so the audience seem to thiak; . judging from . their 
enthusiastic applause) against the lecturer, Enid Stacy. He contra11ted the 
Anarchist action of Leicester folk in successfully defying both \he Imperial 
Parliament and the Board of Guardians in the que11.tion of compukorJ nccina.­
tion with the retrograde proposal of the fair 1'.;uid th'lt all laws ought to be 

, dutifully obeyed. The audience, and even some of the 1. L.P. men, seemed ef 
opinion, and- openly expressed the view, · that if such was the kingdom of 
~ocialism, it would be a more hopeless slavery than the existing system. 
' 'l'he local branch of the I.L.P. still continues to occupy a position, unshared by 
any other branch in England, by refusing to allow discussion at tloieir ,meetings. 
T~is we consider to' be a:t once a compliment to the power of Anarchist principles 
and a proof of local Anarchist activity ; as their unique position ha.s been ad-opted 
s9lely to ward off Amarchist criticism, N everthcless very strong expressions of 
dissent have 9een generally used by the Leicester I.L.P. members against the 
exclusion of .Anarchists from the late Congress ;-that kind of majqrity-tyranny 
produces,. as. might be expected here a.s elsewhere, nothing but-feelings of disgust 

_ m the mmds of all who desire, i1ot official position, but justice and fair play. 
Many of the younger members of the I.L . .P. in Leicester are openly with us, and 
others are so strongly oppoiaed to the State-SQcialiat bossing tha.t they ma.y be 
said to stand trembling on the brink of Anarchy. - . 
.· As to the future, we ha~e h~gh hope3 aJ1d good rrospects of a very active year 
m 11-97. J.C. Kenworthy is with un on Jan. 19th, and .P. Kropotkin on Jan. 26th, 
'both lectudrig in the Co-operative Hall. Others of our old friends hav~ promised 
us a lecture, and amongst them we hope to incluqe Jolin Turner. 

Anarchii;;m m Leeds.-'-At last the Anarchists of Leeds have decid~d. upon a . 
policy . .. h.1 Leeds the real Anarchist! &re not many in numbers, but there are 
some w_ho I might call "political" Anarchists (if it wasn't for the co11.tra.diction) 
who belong to tho I.L.l'. but believe in Anarchy as their ideal. Talking QVer 

i;natters led to the arrangement for a c011f1::rence, whieh was held on he ~8th of 
Nov1?:mber. The agenda ran as follows :-lst. 'What i8 Anarchii:nn? 2nd. The 
relation of Anarchism ~o Political work. ' 3rd. The_ formation of a society for 
propag~nda. About thnty comrades turned up. Lette:s from J. C. Kenworthy, 

' John 1urner, and W. :Uanham were J?ead 'by :McQueen. After some warm 
discussion. comrade 1:fat ton moved t~rn foll~wi~g _resoh1tion : "T_hat thi~ mee~ing 
fprm _1t:;.elt luto a society called the Leeds ::Sociahst League, havi11g fo-r its obJect 
the fullest economi.c and pc1litical liberty realisable in the Communal ownership 
of the n:iea11s of prodnc ~ion by, free 'Gommunes freely organised ; also the 
giMual withdrawal from the ~rebent P-xploitative system by means of federal co­
operation.'' . 1 

lt wa::1 . also 'decided that the League take no part in Parli~mentary action, 
Tl~e rti'ulut1011 was supported l•y .McQueen, and carried by a; large ir.ajority. 
Tt11s co11c.:luded the bn<>ll e&s of th~ meeting, and on Dec. 15th, in the Leeds 
Lo. po ur Chm~h, we l:ad our first lecturd. 'J:!his w'.1s given by J. C. K~n worthy. 
Be· gav e au rnterestrng account of the co-operative colony of Croydon, which 
i11 ,_.\1 uc:ed some discusswn. I n the new year the League will be fairly started 
a1id we hope for good results.-F. F. · ' 

HolboJK:On To"W"n. Hall, 
MON DAY , JANUARY 18, 1897, 

A l\ E w Y E AR'S 8ocIAL & ND DANCE in aid of the" Freedom Fund;' 
will be hdd ·at the above hall. Concert will commence at 7' o'clock. 
D~Lctug at '9 to 12 p.m. Single Ticket 9d. Double. Ticket ls. An 

e.xcellen t p1 ogramme 'Will ?e rrovided.' 

Ear ic:t· i n the eve1iing .kl. C h 1ld.ren's PaP'ty will be 
giv~en, from 5 to 7 p .m. Songs, Dances and Games. '•fickets 2d. 

- THE LABOUR ANNUAL fo1 1897: a Year-Book o(-Social, Economic and 
P~litical Reform. (Olarion Office, t.2, Fleet Street, E.C. ; pp. 272, designed 
cover, ls. J!et; blue cloth gilt, 2s. net.)-For the third yea.r we heartily welcome 
the appearance of thi- excellent and indispensable handbook to tl).e most 
important questions of the day. Again enlarged, profusely illustrated-there 
rre no less than 130 new "features" -and well got-up, it should this yea.I." 
command , the attention of all wh<l are interested (and who, is npt ?) i_n Social 
Reforms. Its full and . unique . Directories of Journals · aud Orga;:;.isations, of 
Lecturers · and Useful Addresses, its comprehensive Indexes, its specially 
appropriate Articles. Biog.xaphies, and innumerable other contents, should 
commend it to all busy m~u and womon: As an .up-to-date reference work it 
will _b: of extreme eervice to officials, students,. reformers, aud thoughtful folk of 
all classes and ·schools. Both the Publishers [Labour Press, Manchester) and 
the Editor a.re to b~ congratulated on the issue of so useful a work, and we 
sincerely recommend 9ur readers to order or send for the volume at once, 
Copies ma.y be obtained, by return post, on receipt of prige and _3d. postage, 
!rom the Editor: JOSEPH EDWARDS, Wallasey, Liver~ool, England. 

MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
of cash received during December. 

1wz! 
To SALES OF" FREEDOM" : Swift, 2d.; W. Reeves, 2s.6d.; Jones, 2d; 0. Mat· 

thias, ls.; Gunderson, ls. 4d.; Norwich Group, 4s.; R., 3s'. 4d.; Milton Hall, 
ls.6d.; E. C.,- 2s.-; Glasgow Group, 10s.6d.; W. Wess, 4s.; J. W. Wallace, 
4!d.; T. Cantwell, 5d.; B. Feinstein, 4s. 6d.; H. Taylor, 4d. 

To "FREEDOM'' SUBSCRIBERS: Dr. Boulting, 10s.; N.F. Rose, .5s.; Lear, ls.6d.; 
J. Bouladen, ls. 6d.; J, Finn, 2s. 6d. , 

Donations.-"FREEDOM" PUBLICATION FUND : Moore, ls. 6d.; Katritzky, 2s. 
6d.; Gabriel, 6d.; H. Meister, ls.; A. M ., £1 13s.; profit on Athenreum Hall, 
Nov. 26th, 13s.10ld.; Lear, 6d.; J.P., 5s.; W. Wright, ls.; Anon', 8s.6d. 

To SALES OF FREEDOM PAMPHLE,Tfil: H. T. H., 6s.4d.; E. H., 2s.6d.; MacQueen, 
ls.4d.; Rudash, 8s.; J. Jaffe, 14s.5d.; Hazelip, lOd.; Reeves, 15s.; T.C., Sd.; 
Office sales, Sd.; E. Leggatt, 2s.5d.; Leeds Group, 7s.6d. ;- W. Quale, ls.6d.; 
St. George's Hall, lld.; Manchester Group, 8s.; Office sales (Dec.) lOd. 

CHICAGO MAJ?,TYRS C01l!lMEMORATION. 

(Holborn Town Hall, Nov. 11, 1896) 

INCOME. . 
By Aberdeen Group, !ls.; Workers' Friend Group, 17s. 7d.; Hoxton Group, 

2s.; German Group, 10s.; Deptford Group, 2s.10d.; Croydon Group, 12s. 6d.; 
~ewcastle Group, 4s.; Canning Town Group, 3s.; Edmonton Group, 4s.; collec· 
t10n Hoxton Church, ls. 9d.; Ditto delegate meeting, 5d.; Ditto Victoria Park, 
ls.Sid.; a Social Democrat, 10s.; M. Galbraith, 4s.; Tom Primmer, -ls.; J. Friend, 
6d.; Harry Graham, 2s.; N. F. D., ls.6d.; Comrade Copt, 2s.; Comrade Guerino, 
4s. ; Liw;ie Turner, 6s. ; Gunderson, ls. 6d. ; F. N., 3s. 6d. ; collection Hol.born 
Town Hall, £7 .ss. 7id.; loan by a Social Democrat, £3.-Total £15 15s. 4!d. 

EXPENDITURE . 
. To Holborn Town-Hall, £5 5s.; Co-operative Printery, £2 2s.6d.; Messrs. Par· 
tmg~on and poster, £3 4s.; use of piano, 10s. 6d.; Choir expenses, 12s. 6d.; ~d­
vert~sement Labor Leader, 12s.; ditto Glari·on, 12s.; ditto Jiisti'ce, 7s. 6d.; gratmty 
to Hall porter, 5s.; ditto to bill.poster, ls.; postage, £1 7s.3d.; stationery, 7s.2d.;. 
fares, ls.7d.; wire, 8d.; return of loan; £3.-Total £17 16s. 2d. 

Total expenditure £17 16 2. 
Total receipts .. . £15 15 4;1. 

· Deficiency . . . £2 0 9i. · 
Alllthose eoml'ades who have received Subscription Lists but not yet returned 

them are requestedfto do so immediately, as the above deficiency must be met. 
' J. PERRY. 

J. TURNER'S WELCOME. 

(Athenreum Hall, November 26th, 1896) 

RECEIPTS, 
To Sales of Tickets : Per W. ·w ess, .£1 7s. 6d.; Lizzie Turner, 15.s.6d.; J. P., 

0s.6d.; .J. Blatt, 4s.6d.; A .. St. John 4s.; R. Gunderson, 4s.; M. Gabriel, 2s.; O. 
Stenzleit, ls. 6d.; 0. Mattluas, ls ; W. Wright, ls.; contribution, 5s.5d.; profit 
on refreshment, 6s.l~d.-Total £3 18s. O:J;d. . 

. EXPENDITURE. 
By hire of Hall, £2 2s.; pianist, 10s.; printing tickets, 7s. 6d.; gratuity porter, 

!s.; postage, 8d.-:--Profit, 13s.10!d.-Total £3 18s. O!d. 
. All ~omrades having tickets for above are kindly iequested to return the same 
immediately, as we are unable-while there are tickets,not accounted for-to get 
at tha precise result. _ , . J. PERRY. 

COMRADE PERCY'S BENEFIT._ 

(Dec. 18th, 1896) 
_ RECEIPTS. . 

To Sales of Tickets : Per Mrs. Percy, 15s.; T. Primmer~ lls. 6d.; Lizzie Turner, 
6s.6d.; J.P., 6s.; C. Morton,'4s.; M. Galbraith 3s.; A. St. · John, 3s.; Taylor, 
ls.; Robson, ls.; Jacob, 6d.; Hart, 6d.; Blatt, 6d.; Young; Is.; Stenzleit, ls.1 
Graham, ls.6d.-Total £2 16s. · 

. . EXPENDITURE. -
Fares; ls.; gratuity, 6d.; postage, ls.; refresh~ents to artistes, 6d.~Sent 

to Mrs. Percy, £2 13s;-Total £2 16s. · · 

* * * A report of the Social Gathe'ring to welcome back Jack Tu1·ne1· on 
his 1·eturn from-the United · States has been crowded o'ut, but ~e shall pub­
shortly a full report of a coiirse of lectures on his toiw · which he· is to 
~~~ ' ' . 
~ 

.A Cou.:rse of Th.Pee Lec'tu:I.'les 
ON HIS TOUR IN AMERICA WILL BE GIVEN BY 

JOHN TURNER 
- AT - -·=-~····-~~-s:~; .. :,N&t.~:~Vi :-1 ... : l.~ ~~·~~:;&~W~~:fJ':·t~1:l"··~"'"- ~~ 

oHRisTcHuR.cH HALL. HAN BuiiY'~sT::~· sPtTALFrnins: 
ON 'rHE FOLLOWING DATES : 

Monday, Jan. 25th-Subject: "The Social and Industrial Condition of 
America." r<?'if;f,~-.i.~ · 

Monday, Feb. lst-8ubject: ~"Th~ Labor · Movement in America." 
Monday, Feb; 8th-Subject: "-The Revolutiona1~y · 11\fovetnent in 

America." 
Doors open at 8. Commence at.8.30." Admission free . 

. L '. ~t-ed and published by J. TURNER. at 7 r~amb.s Conduit Strt:et, London, w. G. 


