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RECENT STRIKES. 

IT is becoming more an~ more evident that ~trikes are' u~efol ahd im-
' portant, not only for what they may gain, o~· partially gain, for ' the 
workers, but even more for what they teach to the world in general , 
and the workers in particular. It might be said, indeed, that each 
strike bears a moral of its own; and as the education of the workers 
advances, and as the fears · of the capitalists increase, the conflicting 
interests of the opposing forces become more distinctly marked. ' 

Going back &io far as the days of the great Dock Strike, it can be 
remembered how in those eventful times the spontaneity and solidarity 
shown in the organisation of the strike, and in the immense work of 
supplying, as far as funds allowed, the necessities of the strikers, · ~as 
an education ·in itself; but more than that, it had the effect of revivmg · 
trades-t1nionism to an extent not even· foreseen by the unionists them­
selvei', and certainly it broke down most effectually the stiff-neckedness 
of the "aristocracy of labor," who found themselves carried along and 
absorbed by the spirit of the New Unionism. These important and 
far-reaching results were the outcome of this g1·eat strike, but th~ strike 
itself was fought not primarily with a view. to all this, hat to win the 
"Docker's Tanner." 

Again, the great coal strike of '94 was a struggle for the living wage, 
but Society had the fact of its depende:qce · on the miners' HI-paid labor 
driven home to its very doors. ·All' classes could see, without the study 
of abstr'act po.litical economy, that the miner's labor was of the utmost 
importance for the general welfare qf society, and many must have seen 
tha:t we might possibly get on witQ.out lawyers and politicians, but the 
man who brought the coal to the earth's surface, at what risk and for 
what reward was made known to all, was indeed a useful mem her of 
society. From these facts a •child could discern who were the real pro­
ducers of wealth; and many a snug little middle-class household must 
have realise'd wh~t their position might possibly become, if the workers· , 
were a little better orgahised, a little more conscious of their power . in 
the economic struggle. . . , 

As to the educational effect of strikes in the United States, that is a 
matter that is simply incalculable. The great Railroad Strike left it 
clear to the world that if in the future such a strike became genetal, 
no governl!lent, no Pinkertons, no Militia could protect the property: of , 
the millionaires. The s~riker8 would hold the position, and could, ' with 
th·e help of the other trades-unions, solve the labor problE)m fo~ America. 

The formation of the International Federation of Dock :;Labourers 
shows in whiC'h direction ·labor prganisation is tending, and this develop­
ment of the international spirit is a hopeful sign, possibly indicating 
an important actor in the growth of the idea of the U niverRal Stri~e. 
The Hamburg Strike, though a failure so far as its immediate object 
was concerned, will yet be fruitful in helping to consolidate the inter­
national organisation which To~ Mann and others are so ,energetically 
striving to rµake succe:ssful. In the Weekly Times and Echo for Feb. 21,,, 
Tom Mann gives the first of a series of articles on the conditions .of the 
dockers and the work of their union, and also alludes to the shameful ' 
conditions' still general in the life of seamen and firemen while at sea, 
and he truly remarks that there is a whole population whose services 
are absolutely indispensible for providing us with many of the neces-, 
saries of life who are .shamefully overworked, underfed, and from th,e . 
moment of embarkation are subject to all the brutal and petty tyrannies 
that ill-tempered and dictatoria) officials may often inflict. Legislation 
has failed miserably to am13liorate their condition, and all that can be 
done for ·them must be done by Trades Unionism. Let us hope we may 
s~on hear of some energetic action being taken by these toilers of the 
sea whose sufferings are so effectually hidden from public gaze 'by the 
circumstances:that c\1t 'them adrift from some of. the advantages that 
land-workers possess. · 1 

' '. • • ' , , , . , 

' Far otherwise is it. in 'the: case of tP.e Welsh qu11rryµien. The Penrhyn 
Strike is an excellent."examp!e o~ . the. fact that strikes teach USJ more 
rthan is generally attributr C!. ,to them, for here we have an instance 0f a . 
landowner acting.logically (from ·his own point of view) and •·doing 
exactly as he likes withrwhat he considers his·own.. It brings befor~ the 
community, in · the broadest possible manner, ·the question of the private ' 
ownership of land, and 'what r

1
esults can aI?-d do 1follow 'as an foeyi~able 

c~r:sequenc_e. " Why should Lord P~n~hyn keep thousands pf human 
bein·gs face to face 'Yith , starvatio~ m;~less help comes from outside 
som;c~s?"is . a .quel?~ion b~ing .~sked by many who have hitherto regarded 
the rights 9f property as inviolable, and to find an answer they are · 
csmpelled to look iin1lo the matter more' deeplf tllan •' they had been 
accustomed to. . They even hear it asketl, not· only ~y ' S,0cialists ftnd 
Anarchists, but by p~rspns • df 'position~ and repute: "If the qum-ries be-
1~ 'f~ ·for1 P~nrh'/11!',; · how fame 'he P'!f them '7 ". Aftei: ;.this ~~ ipea will 

be developed in many minds, viz., wh~t an excellent thing . - ~t wo~1ld ~e 
for the quarryme~ to wo:r:k the quarr~es for ~hemselves. 'Ihen it will , 
be seen that .Lord Penrhyr,. stands ·rn t~e way, and .,_as a restflt ~he 
strike proves plainly ·enough to many besides the 'wor~ers the ~e1cessi.ty, 
for expropriation. So education !P the fac'~s relatmg to the social 
problems that are crying for so!ut10n go~s on by leaps and bou~ds . 
during the weary weeks of_. a strike that. ~ay seem hopeless, and which 
some will assert does no aood. But tlus is not true; for, however we 
m~y regret the hardship eand suffering which strikes entail,_ whi~h must 
and will be laid at 1the door of those less than human par::lsites who are 
respon·sible for so m·any evils besides strike~-fo.r o'ur wh?l: rotte~ soc~al ; 
system in fact-we ar~ consciou.s neverthele~s that the ::;pmt of. solidar~ty , 
amongst ·the workers is kept ahve; that feelmgs of revolt -agamst social 
injustice are awakened and kept active; that the w~~·kers bec?me more 
aud more conscious of the fundamental caus6s of their economic enslave­
ment; and last, but not least, that the idea of the General Strike' will 
be seen to be the most powerful weapon wielded by the worker. When 
all this is· fully recognised we shall be on the high road to social eman­
cipation. 

.A'.NARCHISM ' ITS PHILOSOPHY AND IDEAL '1 
BY PETER KROPOTKIN. 

· · 
1 (Concluded.) 

We need not fear the dangers and ;, abuses" of liberty. It is only 
those who do nothing who make no mistakes. As to those wh<? only 
know. how to obey, they make just as many, and m,or~, mistak~s t~an 
those who strike out their own path in try~ng to act m t~e direction 
their intelligence and their social education suggest to them. The 
ideal of 'liberty of the individu~l-if it i_s in?o;r~ec~ly ui;~erstood owing. 
to surroundinas where the notion of solidarity is msnfliciently accentu­
ated by instit~tions-can certainly lead is.ola~e~ men to act::i ~ha~ a~e 
repugnant to the social sentiments of humamty. _Let us adn:nt .that it 
does happen: is it, however, a reason for ~hrowmg the. prmciple of 
liberty overboard? Is it a reason fo~ acce.E?tmg;, the teachrng. of . th~se 
masters who, in order to prevent." di~ress10ns, re-esta~lh the ce.nsu:e 
of an enfranchised · press and gmllotme advan~ed ~arties t.o mamtam 
uniformity and discipline-th~t which, when all is said, was m 1793 the I 

best means of insuring the triurn'ph of reaction.? : . 
· The only thin~ to be done ~h~n. we se.e ant1-s~ci.al acts c~m1?itted 

in the naine of liberty of the rndividual, 1s ~o repudiate the pru}cip,le of 
"each for himself and God for all," and to have the courage to say aloud 
in any one's presen.ce what we t~in~ o~ su_ch acts. 'l'his can perh8:ps 
bring about a conflict; but conflict is hfe itself. ~nd from the conflict 
will arise an appreciation of those acts far m6re JU St tha.n all t~ose 
appreciations which could ,have been pr,oduced under the mfluence of 
old-established ideas. ' 

When the moral level of a society descends· to ~he point it, has reac~~d · 
to-day we must expect beforehand that a revolt against such a society 
will sometimes assume forms that will make us shu4der. No doubt, 
heads paraded on pikes disgust us; but the. high and low gi.bbets of the 
old 'regime in France, and t.h~ iron c~ges Victor ~u~? has told us told 
us of, were they not the origm of this bloody exhibition? .. Let .us hope 
that the coldblooded massacre of thirty-five thousand Parisians m May, 
1871 after the fall of the Commune, an'd the bombardment of Paris by 
Thie;s' will have passed over the Fre'nch nation without leaving too 
great 'a fund of ferocity. Let us hope th:at; Let us also hope t~at t~e 
corruption of the swell mob, whic? is contmually brought: ~o light m 
recent trials, will not yet have rumed the heart of the nation. Let us 
hope it! · Let us help that it be so! But if ~mr hopes are not fulfill~d 
-you young Socialists, will you then turn your backs on the people m 
revolt: becaus.e the ferocity of the rul'ers of to-day will have left its fur­
row in 'the people's minds ; because the mud from above has splashed 
far and wide ? 

It is ~vident that so pr~found a revolution producing itself in people's 
minds cannot be confined to' the domain of ideas without expanding to 
the sphere of action. As was so well expressed by the s~mpathetic 
young ,philosopher, too early snat~hed by death f_ro~ our ~~dst, Mark 
Guyau,* in_ one .. of ,the most beautiful books published for thirty year~, 
there is no abyss between thought and action, at least for those who 
are. :qot used to modern sophistry • . Conception ·is already a• beginning 
ef aetion. 

* La morale sa.ns obligation ni aaw:tion, par II. Guyau •. i 
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From Australia• Consequently, the new ideas have provoked a multitude of acts ~f 
revolt in all countries, -under all possible conditions: ·fi:rst, · indtvidual 
revolt against Capital and State·,, then collective revolt-strikes and I ::. · f I · . am noli publ"sh_ing at present, owing to lack .of"means, m· act, am 
working-class insurrections-both preparing, in m~n's m~n~s as in fiving on th'.e hospitality of a friend while prepa:ring a new literary ':enture. 
actions, a revolt of the masses, a revolution. In this, Socialism. and If any retu:rns arise I hope to start Reason agam 3omewhere early m 1897. 
Anarchism have only followed the course of evolution, which ~s. always I enclose reply to'·Quinn re organisation. It appears to me that the id~a. of 
accomplished by f orce-ide'iis at the approach of great popular r1smgs. Ailarchy 'in England i~ very vague, and hardly developed beyond the notion 

That is why it would be wrong to attribute the monopoly of acts of of getting rid of the common forms of authority-the theory needs ' el~bora· 
revolt to Anarchism. Ancl, in fact, when we look back on the acts of revolt tion, especially on the constructive side. . . 

· f 11 · . I ~~mid suggest the advisability of putting forward the followrng for 
of the last" quarter of a cent~r:f, we ~ee them prpqeeding rpm .a - pai:ties. '.-discussion at group meetings, and as space admits in thP- press :- . . 

In all Europe we see a multitude of risings 'of working masses aBd The number of Anarchists having increa8ed to the point at wh1Ch it 
peasants. Strikes, which were once "a war of folded ai·ms," , ~o-day apf)ears that without running awa:r to forl!l _ sepai_:at_~ ex_peri_ment~l com­
easily ·turning to revolt, 3:rid sometimes taking-in the United States, munffies, we can proceed to connect ourselves together and associate on 
in Belgium, in Andalusia-:the proportions of · vast insurrections. In •Anarch1st line8 for most of our eYery-day purposes-a sufficiency of resources 
the· new and old worlds it. is by the dozen that we count the risings of beiug possessed.among thos.e who have accepted the ideas. What would ?e 
sttr;~kers having turned to revolts. . 

1 
the O'eneral nature of the arrangements for thus organising society within 

iOn the other hand, the indiv.idual act of revolt , takes all possible ' th& ~ovement 1 That is to-say, gi-...en the numerical strength to bt! in con~ 
ch. aract~rs, and all advanced patties contribute- to it. We ·pass before tact with each other for all practical p.uposeM, throughout a country or 

district, how pr~ceed t~ the practic&l socialisation, of the resourc~s p,<;>ssesaeu 
11$ the rebel young woman Vera Zassulitch shooting a satrap of Al~x-: among us, t}fo~e · Hei·qg equa.l to tne a\'era'ge resources possessed among an 
all'~er II.; the Social Democrat Hcedel and the Repuplican Nobiling equal averaged number of persons 1 Suppoee, for instance, tbat 'owners of 
sliooting at the Emperor of Germany; the cooper Otero shooting at land hav~ joined the movement in the same acreag~ proportion to the num· 
th~ King of Spain, and the religfous Mazz~:qian, Passanante, striking- her of • Anarchists as· a.ll land-owners bear to all inhabitants, and so on 
a( tile King of Italy. We see agrarian murders in Ireland and explo; throughout. · , · . . 
sio, ns in ,London, organized by .Irish N atio, uali$tS who have a horror of .A.'so, to, consider that these arrangements shnu ld be capable of mdefimte 

R extension and be an .influence towards their own extension among the rest of 
Socialism, and Anarchism. We see a whole generation of young ,us- the population. ' ' 
sia{is-Socialists, Constitutionalists and Jacobins-declare war to the This dii::icussion would ' probably do much for the elucidation of ~he theory 
k~ife against Alexander II, and pay for that revolt ' against auto~r.acy and would also have ;i. utility of its' own in hastening on th~ practical .w~rk. 
by thirty-five ~xecutions a~d ~warms of exiles. Numerous acts of per,.., Too• much im'portauce is atta~hed to the old idea of forcible expropr1a:t10n. 
sqnal r~venge take place among Helgian, English and America~ miners·; Tbe actual producers and their families a're cert&inly not fhe mass of the 
a~,d it is only at. the end of _this lo~g series .that we see the Anarchists 

1 
popnlation-elimi'ua.ting th,e socially useless producers, such as cornposito~s, 

ap;pear with .their acts of revolt in. ,Spain and France. , . ,. ,. machinists, engii.p~ers, paper:makers, etc., whol!e work is solely .absorbed m 
- And, during this same period, massacres, .,wholesale and retail, organ- , competiti"e advertisements, and wh,0 really rl.j.nk with canval'!sers, collectors, 

is~d b'y goverrwne.n. ts, foll,ow their regu,lar c,ourse. To the ,applause 0~ . an4, b.a.'il,i,ff~, the ,p,roducerswill g."nerally.btt found somew~a.t_in a minority. 
Of the re~t a very large proportion consists of small capitalists, or peraons 

the European bonrgeoisie, the Versailles Ai;;sembly causes thir.ty-;five i wh'o combine their own productive Jabour with the exploitation of the Jabour 
thousand Parisian workmen to be butchered-for the most part prison.'. of oihers, and nitithe-r the pure nor the mixed small capitalists enjoy the 
ers of the vanquished Commune. "Pinkerton thugs "-that private amount of one man's production. · 'Fh'ere 8.lre very -few small contractors, 
army oft.he rich American capitalists-,-massacre strikers according to workshop-owners, shop-keepers, or business men vf any kind who get as 
th.e rules of that art. Priests incite am idiot to shoot at Louise Michel, mp.~h .a13 £2 a ,day, clear personal income, yet this represents approximately 
who-as a true Anarchist-snatches her would-be murderer from his the or~inary product ~f one social ,prodµcer. As a matter of fact quito hilf 

J·udges by. ple.ading for him. Outside Europe tne Indians of Canada of them ·will never· get so much as the trades-union workman in a favorable 
po~ition. It must

1 
be ~ecognised that the immediate interest of these people 

are massacred and Riel is strangled, the . Matabele are exterminated, would' lead them 'to participate as re'adily in a'.ny ~pontaneous s0 cial transfor-
_t\Jexa.ndria is bombarde4, .witJ;io.ut saying m~re of the butcheries in matioil which they could see to be beneficial, as to venture upon a change of 
Madagascar, in Tonkin, in Turkoman's land and everywhere, to which is business, etc. A practical movement would •attract some at once and 
given tne name of war. An~, finally, ea~h year hundreds and even tl~Oll~ J quickly act upon the others. . Commercial depressions, etc., 'would supply 
sands of years of imprison:rhent are distribut'ed 'among the rebellious tbe, incen.tive to take th~ decisive step, .and th·e greater the development 
":~n·kers ~f the t';':~ con·t~~ents, ap,~' t~1~ ~ives and child~en, who a:r:e th;us ' the le~s I).e,ed would there be of any such incentive. as the results achieved 
condemned to expiate the _so-called crimes of their. fathers, ~re doomed . w~ul~ be ,a po1wei; i:ii thP.mselves to . modify old ideas and usages, by force of 
to the darkest mi,sery.-Tlle. i.·'ebels are transn,orted to Siberia, to Biribi,' e~yirop~ent as well a.s by their obvious benefit. Therefore, so far as nir.e-

1 , .l1 tenths of the people are concerned the question is not of "expropriation," 
to Koumea and to Guiana;, and,fo those p,laces , of exile the ' convicts but of practical measures for superseding existing arrangements a~ 'mechan-
are shot down like dogs for the ' l~ast ' act of insubordination. What ~ ism of supply, etc., which if p:i;acti_cal ~ill lead to the voluntary socialisation 
terrible indictment the bala~ce-sh~et of the 'su:ffe{iugs endur~d by wo~k- of at least the greater pa.rt of the wealth. . ' . 
ers ~nd their friends, 'ci~r:i~g this last quart~r of a century, ~ould be! If the revolution cannot be completed without a violent struggle, it is cer­
What a multitude of horrible details that are unknown to the public taiqly ~esirabl,e that this struggle sh0uld be reduced to the minimum! and 
at large and that would haunt you ' like ' a ·nightmare if I ventured to especiapy .that, the issue depending on it should be, not the upsettiDg of old 
t~ll ypu them fo-nig·ht ! · What a ':fit, of passi'on e.'ach page would p~·ovc;ke . in~t~tutions i.n order to devise new, but simply the wiping away of the rem-

' 1 na
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1
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1
old institutions which hamper the new already in operation. I 

if_ t.he martyro~og'y of the . :µiodern f orer;unners of the grep.t Social Revo- . think' th1;tt if practfoal reconstruction of social relations among . the people, 
lut10n were written!---;-Well, then, we have lived through s~ch a history~ aud, in respect of such possesion as they have, were carried out, the prospects 
and each. one of u~ .has read 'Yholepagesfromthatbookof blood and misery. , of completing a :throughly pacific · revolution would be much Kreater than 

And, m the face of those sufierings, those executions those Guianas commonly supposed. At all events, the power of the other side to. struggle 
Siberias, Noum.eas and Biril??,s, ~hey have t~e insolence' to repr~ach th~ violently would be much reduc"d, and I think their desire also. 
rebel worker with ~ant of respect for ,human l_ife ! ! ! . , t, For the,se r~asons I should like to see the question discussed thoroughly • . 
. But ·the whole of our ,present life extinguishes the respect for hurnan I purpol:i~ shortly working up some articles on the subject. which I hope will 

l 'f { I Th . d h " l ' inq~penderitly receive the best attention of Anarchist thinkers 1.e · e JU ge w 0 sentences to death, and his lieutenant, the .exequ· 1A3 a prelimin,ary means on ~he small scale of facilitating the resort to com-
tioner, who garrots in broad daylight in Madrid, or guillotine~ in the munistic practice· ·and bringing same into hahitual vogue, I think that 
mi~ts of Paris amid th.e jeer~ of . th~ degra<,led members of .Pigp. and low something on the line's suggested in the followi!ng ~xtract trorn The Triumph 
society; tne .g~ner~~ who ma~~a.cres at ,Ba9.-lep, and the newspaper cor,- . ofFreedom, an .knarcnist lnovel which I · 0ave in hand, 'would be useful and 
respon~ent w~~· :strn~~s to , p~ver ,th~ assas~ms1 witp glory; the employer , capable of great development: · · ~ 
~ho po1so?s his workmen with white .lead, becarn~e-he answers, "it . "A,t some. convenient rendezvous the comrades were accustomed to keep" 
would' cost so much more to substitute oxide of zinc for it;" the so- t~o ,lists : ,,<?n ~me, ,wqoeYer had it in mind to undertake some particular 
called EngJish geog( raph,er .w'ho kills an ,old. woman lest she sh' OU- Id' <: propagandist work, made an entry of the help he needed for the purpose-

\ ,. ' f1r ' .ine't~nc~, speake~·s to .take part in a ' projected meeting, or perhaps some 
a~va~e a . h~~~ile vill~g~ .9Y h~r SOOf?, ~nd tpe Qerman igeograp4e~ -~h~ l oa'ds(and ends of materials, or help iu copyirig or printing-whilst on the 
c,aus~s ,the g1.r,l. he had 1 ~ake~ . ~ s; a n;i1str~s~ to be hanged, w.i~h h~r loyer, : other, ·anyone w&o possessed something for which he had no pavticular use,. 
the comt-~art1a~ that ~s C?ntept w~t~ :qft~~n days .arrEi~t. for ~he Birib,i ' and which he thought •migh't be serviceable to some other com·rade, or who 
&aoler conv1c.ted of murder .. · .. :

11
all, ~1 } 1 all m the presen~ spciety·teaches . ha:d ,time or 1abili1ty to devote without having yet found the occasion for it,. 

aR~olut~ contem.pt for h~1ml'.!-~ hfe-fou that ~esh that costs so litH~ i.n · made an entry of the fact. The· comradeB who were on the spo.t could thus 
tlie m_ arke.t .. ! ,AI1;.d,

1
tjhose w. ~p1 garrot, a~a~inate, 1wh, 0 k. ill d,epr.eciated se.e at a glance what .help any of them want~d or was wanting to give: and 

h h d h h · as ·this ·organisatfon extended, distant comrades wrote to the rendezvous, and 
. uman mere .an 1~~" t , ey: w 1° h,ave .rµ!}d~ a religion· of the, m.axim that 1 ft equenters the~e' wou'.ld make 'the entries for them. When th.ere wa.s no res~ 
fo}' the safety 0~ the pu~lw .you must garrot, shoot and kill they com- pons~ to inquiries for help, or to offers. posted at ol)e rendezvous,. the items 
pla~ri ,th'.1~ Aunji;i:q' FfEf i~ 11fO~ ¥.U~ciently '~~fr,ect~d · ! ! ! ' : were copiJd 1 and sent to other group ce·ntres. Those 'Anarchist periodicals 

, ~?~ '.cl~i~e1~s, as~lcm~ as society accept,s .the ~~w of retaliation, fl.S lo:r;ig which were intended for Anarchists and friends of tne movement, notsim­
~s rehg~on and law, ~lie barrack and the law-courts, the ·pr;i,E?on ~nd ply, to reach o.utsidersand teach them the the'Ories; published lists sent in to , 
rndustrial penal servitude, the P!:e~§_ apd the school continue to teach t!iem,•and thus gre~tly increased the usefulness of the plan. 1 This way. of ' 
sup~·eme contemyt for the life of the individual,-do not ask the rebels m~tu!ll help without buying or selling, w~ge~ or prices, gr.ew, gradually into · 
~g;1;t\nst1 that society. , t 0 I'Ej)Spf ct .it: ' iI t would ·be , exactin~ a 1 dear·ee of the evr,ryday life of the Anarchists, besides being used as at first in conn~c-

1 d · ._, o ti~n ~i'th tneir pr<:>pagandist efforts: . And to some extent p~opl·~ . who were <. 
, gent enessr ~P ,,~agn~mmi'ty foom ithem,- infinitely 1 'superfor te> thaft 1 of not .A'.narcliists liad joiried in, or1 copied the pfan for themselves." , . . 
tj:ie. ~.hq!e ·Q.~; S@<n?tY': f \ ., ":i'. . l J. . I , f ·' - ' . . I I d , Ldcally , I n~ve •'to r~port that there is a movement on foot i1.1 Melbourne to . 
- ·1 I.~ yqt;t-, W.1~h,. .hke us; 1tliat· the· e1itire li1li>erty • of ·the indivi8t.1al ~ and • form a.' Socialist orgatnisation 'from' "!~i.~p pol~ticiai1s ate to .n,e·· e>~~l~d~d .as '. a':~ 
~on~~~ue:vt1~l ~is l:ifo1 he, respected, l~ou · are 1 necessarily ·brought' ·(t 0 ·· ,re:.• da1lger. ·.· ·!Arty member can be a: ipoht:lctan··pnvately, but the orga,m~a;t1.on w1~~ , 
prn-i1ate<"th~ gpve1:mnent •of .man, Hy rnari -; , wHatrever,,. shape( it < assumes ,.; ataud itlobf from, politics, and1 it is not intended •tor invite any poht1~1an~ to ) 
)boq 1~t:l:~forcyd'<. to•; ~acept , t•he· p_rilwiples·J.Of,1,AnaFchywthat yout(i}Ia:.v;, na.rtifiRl}t~~ On, ~be platf<;>rm ofi the 011ga-ni1atfon ·tbey 'W:ill harv.e• .t? do with .. ·} 
spurned so long .. You m~st then search with us the forms ofJJ<sbn1~evi out their .politjcs.1 1The object of the organis{Ltie,.n _,wHll'~Q to,:t d1sc.uss · the , 
th t b t 1 th t d l d " P. !b('1li!.e·ril'_~ •. <if'.,so.'ci,ahsQJ,

1 

,,an
1
'Jc;iJ< cJr,ih,i,~i,s.~· :the,· ... ~.,~i~~_1,·qgHJn .. ~iJtq9o,ns,J · R~ ,._Ji~~~ Pt -~- _ g~1:ti: e,~ __ .rna 1se. a .. 1 ea --an - pHt- an-.end-.to-alJ-the:--violence-t-hat- '&;' ~, i · , • · J A l l-i , ., dd ' 

· d · · t,.y·e?rY,_ anti ~l~o ,to pold propa.~a.n~·~~. rpe~.t~n~': at\ ~1pc,i'\ tu~%~ r~,ss~s ~g~'{~n ~ 
rouses your .~n, ig~~·~wp, . ~ ',, '.\. ,Q • n· 1 " •l~ \i "" ' • J.. . at- tbe 'rndbor gathering~ o'f' the orgamsat1on w11l l)e rep~atea. Anyth~ng t~ 



, , l\faFcn; , l!S91. 

;, which' twa-thirds_'of the members ' take objec'tiOn· ;will be 'omitted ··Bh'>~ld _the 
address be re-dehvered1 fr.om the propagandist platforms of•the orga:nJsa.t1~m, 
and als.o;,an:ythiug ~bich> two"thir.d~ ~f the ~embers think . n·~ces,~a:r:r. ito. ad~ 
}Vill bt~ ~gd~~' provuj_e~ · t~e ~pea~_er Is ~ot _,v1tl\ol!y qppq~~d-.;: t~ tp_e a~~~pmon , 
if he\i~ It )Vp1're,st 'Y1th a t~o-t~I~d ma.Jppty .~o det~rrpp~~ wh~,thar 1ne, ~ha!l 
l:ie perlfli~te~ to .deliver the a?q~~ss un~l~ere4 in , c9nr1.ect~?n '~1t~ ~ll_e o~~.am­
satioh.' If less than two-thirds a.re Ill favour . of &n altera.t10n It Will be 
whqlly at the ,disc~etion of the lectuter.', ' . r , - • rl J :1 . ll. ' '( ,,_ 
• Gener.ally speakmg, the teadency ofJlocal democratic feehng·11s to req~ire 

a itwo-thircis majority in order to decide anything importirntor .go auth~rita­
tively against ~be minorit~ .. S~all maj0riti~s are not,W101;shipped·or s.anc~1j1.~d, 
and the~r, privilege of. decis10n is not on the safest ground".., . . • 

Interest in politics is a.t a lq~ ebb. , A .,man wept rou~d the J ot~1~; d~y to 
ask from house to house if the mmate::i bad ta.ken out their electors rig lit•, 
and ou

1

ly' 72 out of some 300 had done so. I Most or" the~ iQq.uir~d if, as, th1eir 
doing so interested him or the orgauisation behind him, ' he"· would supply 
the necessary postage stamps for the purpose, not poverty but i:nt!iff~reace 
being the cause ef this. 

Ther e is considerable activity just now in .organi11ing" co-operative,, sbors 
and industries-a boot factory, a bakery, an<l ' i butchery ha'vink latel~ been 

· started. The proprietor of the Age the great morning daily witli a ctrc~la­
tion of 100,000 or more, having decided to introduce the :Lirrntype, the_re1 is a. 
move to establish a co-operative paper to employ the displaced prmtefS. 
Probably it will come out about three months from . now., I under,st,and 
enough support is already pledged to ensura its paying frnm ,tl:~e commence­
ment. 

The A,qe advocates a sort of half-way respectable State-Socialism. The 
Arg~ts, the old style Conservative organ, being free~tfade, h~s bad to b~om 
Max Hirsch, the local Single Tax prophet, by opposing .at the. s~me time 
protection and the semi-socialism. Wlth the rising generation it u1 _al~ol!!t 
entirely a question between Single 'f~_x, Spencerism and State Socialism; 
but the weight of respectability is with~the 111.tter, Tom Brasraey, the son of 
Lord Brassey, the Governor) having lately lectured in its bvou,r, muqh to 
the horror of the .Argus. 

David A. Andrade, who was one .of the original founders of the ~elbou~ne , 
Anarchist Clnb eleven years ago, is now settled at Sassafras, some twenty 
miles out, where he has a smdl farm and general store. He still professes 
the so-called Indivi<lualilit-Anarchism, of which most of the exponents haive , 
become either Single Till.xer.s or State Socialists of the regulation kin~, 1 a:~d 
has hopes of shortly introducing the "labour note" and mutnal 1bankmg m 
that locality. · J . .. A. ANDRKW,S. 

ru 
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stated it in plain language. · .. 'l'he w.ords '.' careles~ or reckless " n_iean that' facts 
concerning Neve and Reinsdort were published without, unconsciously or con­
sciously, usi1tg p,rope~ care tq exari1ine wh~ther th~y w ul<l .uot imper~l the safe~y 
of these men · and as to this, I have nothrng to withdraw nor to modify, but will 
prove it-th~uO'h the old papers .couta.ining the original statements are: not, at 
tltis moment, a~cessibie to me, still e.xtracts I .ma1le- from them _y.ear.s ago.ar.e at 
haud. , ·, · · . ) · . , 
" In October, 1880, Aug~st Reinsdorf had been arr1 sted at. Berlin, and on Nov. 
21 th~ {Jqzi,al-De11iokr.at gaye a detai.l~d accp-q.nt of. hqw lie~ns.dQl"f was alleged to 
have obt,ained J.>Ossesion of money to be used foi: a rey?lut10nary act (Attentat) 
in Germany. This is a denunciat.ion in any1case; for ~t would m~au f?r the man 
concerned by it-even he was safe at that moment-either to e_x1le himself .per­
m.aneutly or to run a greater thip1 usual :risk of ~rrest the ncx~ t1~ne he re•ente~ed 
Germany. ' When the Freiheit stigmatised this as a Jeuuuciat10n, the Sozial­
Demokrat did 11.ot consider it " too ridiculous ? ' and not worth "to defend our­
.selves" against it- as J4:r. Bernstein says now-b~t ou ))ec. 12! 1~80, the paper 
published a lengthy though unsatisfactory explanation, adn~ittrng ~hac only 
from the Freiheit of Nov. 22 ahd 29 they had lean~eu the arrest of Rerns~o~! at 
Berlin. This shows that, before making r sucl~ 3; grave sta,tement, they did_ n?t 
even 'trouble to ascertain whether Reinsdorf was at that moment safe, and this is 
what I call careless. 

Again, on April 24, 1881, tlie Sozial-Demokrat pointed out as the pi:obab~e 
author of letters from Berlin published in tlrn Freiheit Reinsdorf "who is said 

, (soll) to .be again at liberty" : yet· on June 29 the_y had to s~ate that only ·01~ J ~ne 
6 was Reinsdorf liberated. This shows that whilst conscious that they did not 
know for certain that -Reinsdorf was free again and out of Germany, they, never­
theless, published thi8 alleg:;i.tion. This cons~ions_disregar_d is what I call reek.less. 

As to Neve, I cannot lay my hand upon tne Vienna _daily papers ~f that time, 
but [ am strongly of opinion that they Jid not r eport simply '' Neve is arrested,'' 
but have probalby said that a man calling himself Stevens is arrested, and that 
the police believe him to be Neve, or something similar. In any case; the Zukunft, 
the chief Austrian Socialist organ, of January 25, 1883, sµeaks of ~he arr~st- of 
Stevens (I cannot verify at this momeitt whether the name of Neve is mentioned 
at all there <)r not), and this hint the Sozial-De11iokral ought to have ta.ke1~ befo~·e 
publishing a fortnight afterwards (on Feb .. 8) that Neve was arrested. This again 
I call careless. , 

The ar'gument that after all the two comrades arrested were set free again is 
wide of the mark. If I assert that you shot at a man, the fact that he escapes 
unhmt is no couclusive disproval or my assertion. This fact simply shows that 
the ruse and pluck of Reinsdorf and Neve wa~ saperior to tJ.+at of the police ; that 
their task was not an easy one is shown by the fact that Rei~sdo;rf was in prison 
for eight inonths (Oct.-Juue}, and that Neve ''was in pr'ison for over thirteen 
m0nths, before being tried. . . 

This ends the reply proper ; but I will add that I since\:ely wonder tb:at Mr. 
Bermitein cate's to draw attention to the attitude of the Sozial-Demolcrat towards 
the Anarchists, which wilf always r,e1;nain a, dark spot in the hist9q. of his party. 
Or. did not, on March 20, 1884, the Sozial-Demolcrac publish a letter from Nuern­
berg in which it said: "Their (the local Ana1~ch ists') audacity is the more to be 
admired as they well 1 kiiow that there are men in our · party to whom it would 

, 1 cost only one stroke of the pen to send the whole liiand to penal servitude (.ins 
Ziicht1iaus) " ? In my opinion, between the imagining, writing and publishing of 
such a statement and the acting upon it, there is very little, indeed, there is no 

T.he following letter was receive<I. by our Comrade J. Turn.er:~ 
1 

moral difference. Or I may invite Mr. Bernstein to,lay before English Socialists 
Dear Mr. Turner,-Someone sends me a copy of the Febr,uai:y number of Free- . literal translations of 'what the SMial-Demo'krat wrote (in letters froi;n Le~pzig 

dom, evidently because of the reports there given on the prison atrocities in Spain. •&c.') ·about H.einsdorf after the sentence of death as well as after the execution 

JOHN NEVE AND THE "SOZIA.L-DEMOKRA-T.·" 

The Social-Democratic papers in Germany have already published full reports of (Sozial-Demokrat of Dec. 25, 1884., Jan: 1, and ·o,f Eeb. 19, 1885; see also Sept. 
these horrors, and added their energetic pi:otests. " ·1 , 1~. 188J , and ·of April 3, July 10, Sept. ,3, 1884). ' 

What induces me to write to you is a paragraph contained in the same number .1 But we need not even go so far as that. Mo~t aµd Peukert ha.d nothing to do 
of Freedom where the Sozial-Demokrat of Zurich is aecused of ha:ving be,en in with the 'p.ublication of the' remai'.·k made' in Freedom, yet we seti with what bitter 
1883 "careless or reckless enough" to publish an information against the then hatred Mr. Bernstein attacks them, unpfovoked, ' in his. above letter-after -t~e 
arrested John Neve. , . ' la~se of 16 and 14 years. As ~o the charge h_e makes agau~it }f?st, t~e latter ~s 

Having been at the time editor of the Sozial-Dem'okrat, )I ~ust ~rppha:tically q\life.,capable. to tal~e ca~·e -of ?rn~self, a.IJ.d• will no d,oubt give his versi,on of .this 
contradict that statement. True, the Sozial-Deniokrat mentioned the arrest of ", !118;~ter. . M;r. Bern~tern1 himself, . l ~ f'l-~t, shows ,the e,xtreme danger of 
John Nev.e. But it is a mere gratuitous assumption that ·.we knew or could 1 rn~i~cretions at t~iat tm~e, and J:enc~ I~ wo,1:1ld. ha.v; be~~1 the ~bso~ute duty. of .the 
know that Neve was denying his identity. We saw the news'of the arrest in the . e?1f?r of the S_ozia!·Demok~at lmn~elf to m.ak~ proper mvest~ga.ti?ns befo~ _e pub· 
daily press, and took it dovrn as you would take down,' say, the news of 'the ' hs?i:ig damagmg i~~forma:tlon a~arns~ Anar_ch1s~s. Mr. Bernstem has, rn my 
arrest of any known Socialist, if reported by the daily pres's. 'We w't·ffe neither , opm10:r;i, . only contnbuted ,to couobornte thi~ pornt.,..* * 
aware of what went on in the prison at Vienna nor ' of what the editor of .the 1.' i · ,,, 1~ .' ' / ·~'" -.--- ,, J1 

Freiheit had in mind to write on the subject: , , ERRATA.~In .. the article on J:if.eve, rn the ,~eb . . nu,mber .of.!reedom, p
0
age 10, 

'l'hat our paragraph in question was not dictated by any bad intention is cl~ttrly coltimn I, hne 14, tli.e words : and Rebell, should be omu;ted. 
shown by its wording. Here is a trandatioi1 of it : , . ' 1 

1 ... " ... •,1 \ j 
"AusTRIA. - From the land of corruption and .baseness there are, of course,· TOLSTOY AND AN ARCHlSM. 

in the first instarice reports only of ·arrests ana 'condemna.tio'ns. In Brunn 
the 1Socialists Schallinger, Brestian, and Ro".a !ir~ sentenced; 'behin\l cf~sed To the Editor of FREEDOM. 
doors, to 18, 3, and l months hard labor, iri ViennaJth

1

e .A.narchl.st Neve, (or- Sir,-Referring to your remarks in Freedom, on the evils and dangers of non-
merly expedit9r of the Freihei't, has been arr~ste,d. G~i:many is said to have resistance, it appears to me that much misunderstanding arises from the practice 
put in a demand for his extradition. The government has witl\draw:n the of dissociating this doctrine from the rest of the teachi:13:g of Tolstoy an~ Jesus ; 

· licence for street sale of of two liberal rubbish-papers because of their',playing 0fiBuudlia also, ~nd tl:le other grea;t preachers of non-resistance. · 
at opposition. Thereupon great indignation amongst t'he libhals; · who/\vhen These men all inculcated, and in_ a ~reater or less dtgree lived, lives conform-
they were in power, di<l. brutalise in the same way the ~ress ·of, .tfreir op- . abl to reason and love. Violence is incompatible with their philosoph~ of life. 
ponents." I [' -. I : ••• 11 , i: (flm\1;t ' tKeref~re be relinq'ui~hed . • l ' ~ '

1
. .• " r 

This the paragraph. . Jif it was apt to be used as an informafaontagainst 'Neve,'" ,' N"·w the · ~1ttitude1 of no1t-resista rl,ce' gives a man's ~ne'ml.~s 1' ,etiti~e' freedo~ to 
~here is one thing quite. inexplicable: why ~id not the Austrian Go,vernment use • vdo 1'a<s ·they please ·with him"'-tha.t is,1 witli his bod~, buf it gives tlie'nt no 
it as such 1 It was published ,at the beginning of . Februa.ry, , 1883, and for] po.w,cir ~OJ C0~1t;!ro;l hjs ·}Vill. d' ,. I I J ,,, 

months the Austrian p'olice di'd not succeed t1o convint e their ' judge-tli~A Bent.. J ,esus submi~ted to the '"iill of 1?-is emp;nie,s, E_};ven tordeatp.. ; but he never for a 
on sentencing any Socialist or Anarchist, be h1

e ever •so ' i'nnoce'nt~of N ve's · .• mom'ent (s~ far a~ ·we llnow.) became the slave of their will. His .conduct was not 
identit)). Whether ,it is true at all •that later on the German JGovernm~rit tried " 11 thhefore ."a direc't enbdhragemen'.t of tyranny' and infamf "

1 

I . '· 'I 

to use .~.~~e paragrdph a~ a means of identifying Nevf1, I cannot ascerta,in, J1µt IJ.t.:Y ·~It".i. the sla~'e '.that ni?:kes t'Ile tyrai1'tf'but 1t~e'n"wh'd ai:e the real sla,v'es? Not 
doubt it. At any rate, the paragraph c~nnot have formed "one or the rchief such man, as>Jesus or Socrates-men wlio practism1l.non-resistance..Lbut th'.osewho 
argu~~nts." . A newspaP.er pa_ragraph ": h1ch at, first si~ht, i>.roves t~ be oniy' the , 1 a,,~~ e~er i;f(~_dy to re~ort :to vj9lence ~n sel{-9,e.feilp1 ~r fr,om iµ~,ti v:es 0f self-in'~erest, 
repetit10.n of a gene.ral re,:port will never do as a. means of id~ntffying a~ indi\rrJual. a_na w.~o, oe.VW !hus alrea~y slay~s t 9 tl~~ir o~n a:µiyia~ nat>ure, ca.n- be dommated 
That the German {}overnment knew before our pa.rag.raph:1 appeared• tlfat the ar-':J ~nd used by any strong will that chooses to ty:ran111s~ over them. . . 
rested ma!! ":as ~1eVtl is ~hown by its ,demand of .extraditiQmp· .. ,I'· . 11 h '11 

• M~n whose. lives1 are' dir~cte'd B)r' r'easo11""ana.'1c6n'sci'ence,ana.who have renounced 
I leav~ l~ to Y.ou to ~i thdra w, or m.~dif y th~ i nwu ta tiqn exp,r,essed i~ y.otp: paper. ' t~e t~se df Ti.ofonGe;. carl:noit c~mni~t 'a.tits of .-foj usti~e, 'v~olen'ce", or ' unfov'e at the 

I know it is no ~nvent1~?- of yours; it was~ if I rem~D?-b.er J~g~tly;, fir~hgiye)!.,out r b1(!~hn,g .o.f ;&1L9tJie,r, and, ~o are ,u~elss .as sl!!,yes and1_m.s_truments of tyranIJ.y. 
by Mr. Peukert. ' To him er to Mr. Most is also due the unputatibn, not' less Tht; tyrant ma yr ~1ersecute and krll ·such men-tpa1t ,is, if .he can find advocates 
wilful, that W6 informed agains.t · ~einsdorf . . But against the~e ·people *h1id'notJ' of' vi?le'n ~e .t? :lo 'his ' b_en'e'Jts ~an~ s_lay ."their feP?,WS~~ut stich l att~mp~~ at 
defend o~rselves. It ~as too ndiculous ,to make us responsible for n•ot kndwing coercion, failing to terrify thei.r v1ctnns mto obedience, will soon be relmqmshed 
what d~v~~e!J ~ere at ai;y.gfveu time concocte<;\_\Lmongst people;wiho a,tt,ac~~d us ) tas fr.U:itless 'audrfiutHe.• Lt • l ,.Ji .J > 1 ' II·.,, . . ' · 1 ' '" · 
more bitterly tltan ~he most reacti?n~ry governm_ents .. I~ w.as Mr. Most 'Yh,o, in~r 1tet, ~~n, rJ3 f'!-se toi do that whic~ is co~trary to love and reason:-passi,vely 
December 1880, deliberately and w1tlio"Q.t any provocation prm'ted in the Freiheit resist, ir yon will-and the ~y,ran,t 1w}H p,e disl)or.med, l elple~s. 1, ) , , ... 

th,e full name of the man w horn •he descl,'ibed as the editor of the Sozial-Demokrat It appears to me that tyranny-the triumph of might over right-will continue 
al~hough, he well kn,ew-the man was, as I, in former •y'ears one of'his intimate , "ust rso l~ng as ·we be'lieve in, it and worship it; and that it will die a: iiatur.al 
frien.ds-that,byrnaqiing him Jie damaged him most materially. ; 1 ... ,death as s<i>0n' as .we •have ·sufficient' faith. ip Love 'anti Truth to place all our 

I can ~179\ls~ lio~,e~t fanaticism, b
1
µt suc;}i acts not.-~oup ve.~y sincerely, reliance on ,them, casting aside evwt.y other · we~pop.~Y,ours· truly, · ', r''., ; 

1 . En. BERNSTEIN. / .. , • . h 1 '' 1 1 FLORENCE HoLAH. 
Loiid?n, Feb. ~2, 1897. 1 

• • J ·11 Jf W.addozi, Croydon. ,f. · :i t · ,. · 

i • • , i< i ·1 ' HI"'. . { IJ"'. ·1rJl , : 1 
j I . ,; ff \ , ( I 0 ~ 

. . • :J Otrir.CqNTlll~UTOJl:'S REPLY: ' ; ! 
1
r , 1 ,, , <.~r 11 11 11 , 

It seems a pity that over the fr e'sli grave ·or, our comra,de N ey'e another cqntro- , .. ~e ,a.;e r~fp1est~4 to aµ_no}lneP. ~ha.,t ·¥r· Fl,~r,s~Fi.m~ is · now1 inJ Engl~nd, and 
v~rsy shouU }:> rai'sed. Stm, if Mr! B'erns·fdn conside~s' it ' neces:s-ary to df}'en , w1lhng .to lectur~ . iree op ~Jie 111fbJ~c1~ ?f ,' ,' , Co·RP~r.a.;t1~.>0 , ,a.nFJ ~~~ .. a4y}1.Q,~~g~p of 
h~·\pap,er ~ga~us.t ·a~ C~!\:J"~e i p"f wiHully 1h'et~a~,ing Neve, he is welcome to tlfi. de!' the Exchange <Bank 1 Note. For particulars apply to M:r. :A. Brinlebank'., 40, 
ma of an assertion which was never implied in what I wrote-else I should have Hound's Gate, Nottingham. 
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<?f the :tortured found its.way ·to Madrid, . and is circulating ther,e as 
1 'arr ad oculos dem0nstration 'of th,e existence of forture. ' . , 

' 1'.Besiaes-th'ose who were"tried (83) and those·wh_o were acquitted but 
;· A JOURNAL OF ANARCHIS'l' c<.uu.Wl\lbL .'i~o~ ~et 'free (12), about ' l70 J;uitye been in prison ' for s.eve:µ months; 

_ _.__;:.._......,.,,___:_ __________ ""'"-_____________ ·I "'ithbut be~ng triea or even interrogated; the American .Friedenker 
¥on.thly, 01le P~n.ny; postf,-ee, Hd.; U.S.A., 3 O~nls; France, 15 Centimes. (;Free~hinker), Jo(Mihya~kee, , haH a le'ttfr from o~e 'Of its collabora~ors 

.A.nnual •Subscription, posi free, ls. 6d.; U.S.A., 36 Ceuts; .France, lfr. 80c. who is among the untried prisoners. . 
Foreign ambscriptions 11hould be sent by International Money Order, . OurtSpanish comrades publis4ed a long map.ifesto, The Inquisition at 

payable to C. M. Wilson. - · Bf!1·ce'lona, setting forth in vigorous language all these horrors; it is 
I \ 

'I 

Wholucde Pn·~, ls. 4d. per quire of 27, oarriage $ree to all parts. 

A I e-0m""4HM~~. ueoM/t.-ngH, .l:c., /9,. '' FREEDOM '' t-0 be adbuaecl t<> 
I THE EDITOJit, 7, LAMIIS CONDUIT STREET, LONDON, w. c. 

·Other communications to the secretary, J. PERRY, at above address. ' 

liiB" . The Editors are not necessarily in agreement with signed articles. 

being secretly circulated in Spain in large quantities. , 
Even a Spanish reactionary paper, the Heraldo, of Madrid; now ad­

mits th.at unspeakable cruelties have been committed and that up till 
, now it has ,been silent upon the mysteries of th.e Barcelona dungeons 
-from patriotism (sic). It asserts that a judicial inquiry has been 
opened? 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
In Berlin the comrades of the Sozialist invited · several well-known 

. . men (including Behel, M. von Egidy, Bruno ·wme and even a judge, 
A. w.-We are sorry you should write in such a spirit. There is no argument in abuse in any M. Krecke) to discuss the subject, and their first act was the publi-

case, b11t why all yo>1r 1.buse should be poured ont on the workers we canaot understand. Un- t• f 1 t th G · · h 11 · doubtcd.ly they have their faults as we a•l have, bnt reme'mber, thti1 wrongi, and their sufferings . ea ion 0 an appea 0 e erman press to investigate t e a egat10ns 
and you wtll not wonder that they are far from being what we 0ould wish. No, please write us of torture and if verified raise a creneral protest This met with con-
something that will be education.il, and we 1<hall be mo11t happy to insert it. "d ' . ' 0 

• . • 
w. CAMERO" -The crime of which we are guilty shall be expiated-that i" to say, we will si erable attention, yet we have to record that a Bismarckian organ of 

ma:ke the correctio_n. A thou1and ... pologies for having distu.rbed the equanimity of your placid Berlin was found to snee;.· at these men and to consider the use ·of tor-
ex1stence. Y c>u will be gfa.d to hear however that so far no hves have been lost on account of · . . . . 
our error. Do write agai:a and tell us of some~hingelse. . ture against Anarchists "not only. comprehensible and excusable but 

T. REECE.-Thanks for verses; sh ... U appear m our next issue. quite ~he righ~ thing" (sic), this was reprinted by the semi-official 

NOTES. 
.Farnine & Plague. " WITH how little wisdom is the world ruled," may 

vwell be the thought of those loyal subjects of the 
"Empress of India" who are now dying by thousands from famine and 
plague just, for all the world, as if there was no paternal government to 
look after them. Would they indeed be so much worse off without 
govarnment at all ? The price they pay for it in life and treasure is 
enormous. And what is their return? 

Really one might say that all the ills that flesh is heir to follow as a 
natural result of governmental exploitation and red tape. For it must 
not be forgotten that the poor Indian Ryot is a most helpless victim of 
the usurer, and has no more chance of providing against famine than 
the starving Russian peasant. It is the old, old story : besides freedom 
from ~nglish rule, he needs just as much his economic freedom. 

C "A ;_ tz._ p THAT moder~ warfare is simply a vile struggle in 
reMJ (X; rw owers. th . t t f h b e m eres s o t e money ags was never better 

organ of the government (Nm·ddeutsche Allg. Zeitung) and part of the 
reptile press. Friedrich Spielhagen, the first living German author of 

· the older generation, who is a member of the small committee, replied 
by a very dignified letter to a Vienna paper, "Thou shalt not to1·ture," 
beginning with the remark that this was not included in the ten com­
mandments, obviously for the reason that they were intended only for 
men, and tortures are not applied by human beings with sound reason 
and human feelings. It is the first time-if we exclude M. von Egidy, 
who has long seemed inclined to a kind of ethical Anarchism-that a 
non-Anarchist, indeed 1 a man who keeps aloof from politics altogether, 
has raised his voice for Anarchist prisoners irt that dark cou11try. If 
they had only done this a little earlier to try to save poor Neve! 

exemplified .than in the case of the Cretans and the " Powers." The 
Turk is a fanatic, probably, though he shares this failing with some 
~hrist~a~s; the Sultan and his han~ers-on are undoubtedly a g11ng of 
mcorr1g1ble cut-throats; but how, m the name of humanity, shall we 
describe the " European Concert " ? These hirelings of the bankers and 
bondholders _are an embodiment of the evil genius of the ruling classes 

, gone mad over wealth and power, and using the moE\t terrible fot.ces of 
destruction against every principle of justice and humanity. It will be 
a lesson for the world to remember that the preachers of civilisation in 
European ~ove~nments mean, after all, nothing better than the per­
petual dommation of the wealthy classes, whether sailing under the flag . 
of monarchy_ or republic. · 

The Frankfurtm· Zeitung, of Frankfort, the leading provincial paper, 
instructed a correspondent to investigate the matter ·in Barcelona, and 
on Feb. 13 he reported that he had spoken with former Anarchist 
prisoners, .lawyers employed in these cases, members of the court-mar­
tial, friends and relatives of the prisoners, high officials, etc. ; that he 
received a written communication from seventy-four prisoners (which he 
sent to the Fmnkfurter Zeitung), etc. Based upon all these materials, 
he says : "I am sor1·y to have to confess that I have acqui?-ed the st1·ongest 
conviction that the published details of the Bar·celona horr·m·s ar·e quite 
cor1·ectly repcn-'ted-perhaps, even, they un<l,er·state what has happened." 
The seventy-four prisoners say in this letter that since the trial they 
have, as before, been deprived of all communication with their friends; 
and why?-" That our appearmice rnay not betr·ay the work of the inqui­
sitor·s I I!" 

Before the ~ourt-martial our comrades Francii;;co Callis, Jose Molas, 
Antonio Nogues, Sebastian Sunyer, even Luis Mas-though he has 
gone mad by excessive pains-declared that all their confessions were 
false, . that they were made under the sway of hunger, thirst, 
exhaustion, sleeplessness, after endless beating, after their genital parts 

* • * Owing -to pressure on space, we m·e again obliged -to hold over Notes 
Reviews, &c. '· 

\ '. 

The . 
. ANARCHISTS OF BARCELONA. 

Scarcely ·any fresh news reaches lis from the tortured comrades' in 
the fortress Qf M~J?-tjuigh~ . The authorities at Madrid t;:i.ke good: care 
to. prolong their .suspense as to their fate ; it is ten weeks since the. 
death-sentences were passed. In most civilised countries the news of· 

·the ,tortures was' published and discussed an.d an .inquiry into the facts , 
' demahded ; the spence opposed by the Sp;i,nish Government to all 1 this 

is o?ly~ equalled. in its ca:llous br~tality . by the silence of the rgreat ' 
capitahst press and othe·r mouthpieces of so-called public · opinion. , 

The names ;of ·all the prisoners have now •been published; Tomas 
Ascheri, ~ntoiiio Nogues; Jose ·Molas, Jaime Villela, Jqs~ Vila.S, Jose 
P,~ms, ~ms ~as and Sel?astian Suner were sentenced to be shot; (our 
were sentenced to twenty years of i:enal servitude, fourteen to nineteen 
years, o~e ·i;n.ont~ and ~!even days (~w), thirteen to nine years an~ four 

, ~?nths, t~i~ty-six: to, eigh~ years, eight moP.ths , a~d one- d~y; twelve 
were acquitted-but not liberated. . ' 

It i~ not I necess~ry to gather new details of the tortu~es, as not' ,one. 
-word of1 what was previously state~ here has been contradicted. El 
Pau, a Repul?lican paper of Madrid 'Wrote: · 

~·, Respec~able . citizen!! ~.f Barcel~na.--:-0.octor~, .lawyers, civil engineers, mer-
. c~a.nts-wi:~t~ to us exhortmg u.• ~o · prevent a. , great iniquity being per.petra.ted 
upon the prisoners pf the ~optJi,nch fortress. , . , , 
, ~~ These letters ~11.bea.r the imprint of revolt and terror. If their writers were 
not worthy of unlimited confidence, we should hesitate to believe the enormities 
they tell us of. 

" What the foreign press has published with regard to the Anarchists' trial is 
.. but pale, a. di.m outlin~ in compa~ison with what we have heard personally." 

· Ins~ances of this c.Ould be multiplied. · What couid we state more 
. impr~ss~v~. t~Q, the fact ~~at one of the nails torn .from tli.~ feet· of 'one 

•l 

had been crushed, after the gag [the mordaza] had been applied for 
.days, as well as manacles and screws, lacerating the flesh by their iron 
sp~kes, after their bodies being burned all over with red-hot irons. 

, "Loo~ at our tortured bodies, and it wilt be ~een that all that we say is tr·ue." 
1 •• The eorrespondent ,spoke· with several military officers who were pre­
sent at the court-martial, and they assured him .that the aspect of the 
3:Ccused was f~arfUl. Deadly pale, with dull, sunken eyes, reduced to 

1

1 s1iel~tons, their b,and.s, feet, and mouths showed traces of cruel ill-treat-
men,t, etc. , 

And all this for having attended at public meetings organised by a 
legally constituted society, (the Carmen's Club)! and the fact of having 
contri~uted at these meetipgs a few pence for a ' 9o"llection for: a sick 
fellow-worker ! This ~he, accusation calls ,secret me~t\ng:'.i and collections 
for buying explosive(3, etc. · , 1 : · • t • , , 

All this was obtained by · l't newspaper correspondent' who lias no 
sympathy whatever with Anarchism:' if the English press seemed . not 
w be callous and indifferent to all 'XhiQh 'is not' bus'iness, political or 
otherwise, it woulq have instituted a similar inquiry long. since. 

One thing the Spanish government has · achieved : since the Chicago 
trial and the acts of French, Italian and Spanish Anarchists, in 1892-
'9~, SUCh attentfon has never been ~J:'flWn to 4.-J?-~rchism 

1 

than, by the 
reports of t~ese savage tortures. ,U nfortunate~y, at this moment, the 
'.rurkish gov~rnment rivals with the -Spanish for the palm in atrocities, 
and since so-caUed ·public •attention is carefully drawn by its managers 
?p'on' the less ·advanced ev_ents,. ~11 is done by the allie~ force~' of Capital-
ism, and th~ press .~ make"Spam forgotten. . 
. Tq_e ,rising in ,Cuba and the Phillippines is a rising for local independ­
:ence, whilst that in Crete is·one for union with another State. Strength­
ened Greece would be a stronger ·bulwark · of ,capitalism in · the East 
than decaying Turkey ; hence the Cretan . and Helleiiic . sympathies of 
all ·parties, 'whilst the Cretes at the door of .every, •nation, Ireland, 

· Alsace, Sicily, Poland, Egypt, India, Cuba-must not stir! What 
greater mockery can be irp.~gined . tJ;ia:,n . j .Qe. recent demonstrations of 
the _students of Barcelona ,in fa.vor of Crete a,nd1 Gre~a,e ~ . In the sh~dow 

.o~ the Montjuich fqrtress, the home of torture and lliitold suff~ri.ngs, 
1 they. serenade the Greek consul, who, at a; dinner, drinks:to the trwmph 

, I ' L r· t ' 
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,pf the Sp_artish Tqrks in Cuba and the Phillippines ! (see Daily C/i,ri>nici.; · 
Feb; f4t.h.) . . ~atiqn:11 and religious · f~n'aticism _are being·., revived in 
the East, and the umted powers carefully riurse these hotbeds of ignor­
f.LllCe ang prejudice that were always d~trimenp~l to freedolll;andpi;ogress, 
hopi:µg: to1play them out, as a last card, against , the coming i:ev;olutjon. . 

It is more ·than ever incumbent upon us to show, by the example of 
the Barcelona tortures and any amount of other arguments to be found 
nearer at home, the inherent evil ·of every government. Governments, 

- large or small, are solidary in their crimes, and who upholds the appar­
ently best of them, upholds at the same time the very worst. The 
Turkish government, be it ever so cynically corrupt, will never be des­
troyed without something very similar being put in its place ; for every 
real blow at authority in Turkey would be an indirect blow at authority 
at home, and this suicidal step no government can be expected to take. 
Hence all these questions of politics are hopelessly entangled in a circle 
from which they can never evolve ; only outside of all these outgrowths 
of authority there is freedom and life. This conscience, the daily 
speccacle of the ridiculous impotence of politics, ought to strengthen 
within us, and at this moment-when, after all, the better element of 
the public is, to some extent, aware of the crimes of governments inflicted 
upon Armenians, Cretaris, Cubans, etc.-there is no better work to do 
than to join the international agitation to give the widest possible 
publicity to the tortures inflicted upon the Anarchist prisoners of Bar­
celona. They are silent, and may be killed, but their silence is of , the ' 
kind of which A. Spies spoke when, on the scaffold, he said : " Our 
silence will be ;more powerful than the voices you are strangling now." 
It is for us to realise this promise. * * 

PLENTY. 

Where the reaper greets the morn, 
And the fields of wheat and corn 
Flourish golden in the sun ; 
Where the sweeping rivers run, 
Watering the scented mead, 
On whose grass the cattle feed; 
'Vhere the berries, rich in hue, 
On the bushes gleam with dew; 
Where the fruit-trees, fair and great, 
Wave with their delicious weight, 
And the full, luxuriant vine 
Round the verdant hill doth twine ; 
Where the finny brood doth swim 
In the waters deep and dim, 

. And the-crystals, gems, and ores 
Lie in une:x:hausted stores; 
Where the nimble-footed deer 
Roam in sport or flee in fear, 
And the aged forests rise, 
Tall and grand, against the skies ; 
Where this planet moves in space,­
There is aye my dwelling place. 
I descend within the rain, 
Ripening the growin'g grain ; 
With the streams I rush and bound, 
Moistening the thirsty ground ; 
With the human mind I grow, 
Brightening man's lot' below. 
Full of gladness is the head 

· Over which iny light I shed ; 
Clear and sparkling is the eye 
That doth ever see me nigh ;· 
Fresh and beautiful till death 
Are the cheeks that feel my breath; 
And the bosom is at ease 

'·INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 
' ' . l ' . , ---- .. ·. "' 

''.rhere 'is little \? t.e11 this mo~th, c9nce~ning the. Anar9h,is~ movement ; ~n? so 
much the bett1w, as it means unrnterrupted propaganda, whi~st news are usually 
those. of persec_ritions. In Fra;nce some ~iew fea~ilr~s wil\ be adopte~ h,Y the 
A~archist press. The Pere Peinard, wlnlst con_tm_urng ~o prepa~·e the 'Issue of a 
daily paper, will publish monthly placards, be~mu~ng wit~1 one about the Com• 
murie 'of Paris; placards are cheap and can be d1stnbute·d m the same way as the 
paper is ; if written in stirring language they w:ould attract numbers o~ peop_le 
who never see our papers ; the idea is worth ta~111g up else\~here .. The Ltbertaire 
a~so publishes placards, the most recent one berng directed .ag'.1-mst . the_ ns~.ng 
tide of clericalism and priestcraft. The 'l'enips Nouveaux , agalll, have m ~~ew 
the publication of a halfpenny supplement iu very popular ~anguage, followmg 
the example of the Berlin Sozialis.t, to which another paper m a popular style, 
!Jer Arm.e Conrad, is regularly appended. Provincial papers also reappear: 
l;>esides the J·ueness Nouvelle, a· review of Lyons, the A.gitateiw began to be _pub­
lished at .Marseille. Other literature is being edited ia ·all forms. a~d s_izes : 
besides the new pamphlets or repr~nts of Paris (sonie ~¥ith very stnkmg i_ll~s­
trated cover.s), the songs, of Marseille, there are the big volumes of the Bibli?­
thique Sociologique (Paris), Hamon's book on the London _Congress, Malato s 
description of French Anarchists' life in London, G. Dar~en,' s . famous no~el 
Biribi (the description of life and tortures in the Fre1:ich _disc1plm_e. comp~m,es 
in Algiers, the horrors of the crapaudine and other fascmat1ons of military life.). 
l'here is even-at which we wonder in freethought France-a new book by _Erne~t 
Gegout, Jesus, on the subject "if Christ came to Paris." It see~s that lll this 
book Christ is also broucrht into with Jules Guesde, the Marxist deputy of 
Roubaix (since his election, the sacred t .. wy of the French Marxists) : but 
Christ is said to fail to recognise his own selF m Guesde. . , 

Last month we mentioned tlie dissentions that have arisen in the Co-operative 
Glass-bottle Works of Albi. The four discharged w~rkers ought to _ha.ye been 
reinstated according to a vote of the shareholders-that is, the societies and 
groups who contributed. to erect the works. But the local bottle-workers' union 
-against the protest of about 30 (who may also have to go some day)-refused 
to abide by this decision. This body is completely under the control of the 
Marxists, and so matters are at ·a deadlock. _ 

French methods of administering "justice " were recently expos.ed at Pans at 
a murder trial when it was shown ho-.v a man and his wife had been morally­
tortured to se~ura a confession whilst they were innocent. Solitary confine­
ment, the influence of drink, threats and promises were alternately used ~or 
weeks awl months by the examining magistrate ; even a retired chief ~f p~hce 
-Goron-admitted to the press that ''the greatest fault of secret exammations 
is that it is a continuation of ancient modes of torture." 

Crimes of. "justice and prisons " are international if anything, and facts 
have been published ·by V. Buhr, editor o.f the New York Painter, which throw 
some light on the end of John Neve. Two conviets were tried for resistance 
against their warders, and sentenced to many years of penal servitude ; one of 
them was alloweµ, to say a few words, and he described the horrible system 
of flogging in the German penitentiaries. A convict whom he had known at 
Halle "and who was an Anarchist " was so continuously ill treated that he 
became complately insane. The further description he gave agreed with that of 
Neve. Would this, then, have been the end of our comrade 1 . 

In Macarata, :Italy, a single issue of a paper will be published in commemora­
tion of Argante Salucci, an Anarchist killed a year before among the coatti 
[transported) at Tremiti. . . 

In Patras, Greece, an Anarchist, MatsaliR, a shoemaker, killed the richest 
banker of the district on the public prominade ; he kept the police at bay, and 
though he could not er did not want to escape, walked by himself, unaided, 
to the pri11on. H.ere he addressed the other prisoners and won their sympathy, 
till at last he was placed in an isolated cell. Here he lighted a cigar eonhining 
dynamite, and blew his brains out, as L. Lingg did at Chicago nine years ago. 
Since that time the Anarchist paper of Patras Epi ta Proso (Forward !) was 
seized, 1and J. Manganaras and four others have just been tried 11.ncl sentenced to 
a year, and to shorter terms of imprisonment for offending the government by 
articles in their paper. This shows that ~ll governments a.re alike, even the 
Greek one, under the .sway of which the Cretans ar.e said to be so anxious to be 
brought. 

At Parma, Il Nuevo Verbo (The New Word) is now published; some nu,mbers 
of this paper were found by the police at .Fiume (Hungary) o~ fifteen Italian 
workers, and all these were forthwith expelled from hospitable Hungary. 

In Portugal, in spite of all exceptional la\vs, Anarchist publica tions quietly 
resume their work; 0 Trabafodor (The Worker) and several parriph1ets are pub­
lished at Porto. Even from Spain new pamphlets arrive (published at ·La 
Coruna) though after the suppression of El Productor o'f that town no paper can 
be published in Spain. 

Whose deep anguish I appease. 
Sorrow, sadness, care, and fear 
ln my presence disapp'ear ; 
Health and hope, · content and mirth, · 
Are engendered with rriy birth ·; · 

We hav~ received Volne Listy, a new paper of Prague (Bohemia), replacing 
Volny puch ; also two Ge.l•tii'an reviews of a mo.re , general, not Anarchist charac­
ter: Socialitistische Monatshefte and Neuland, both replacing the Soc. Akademiker, 
a 11tudents . revie~, the special work of which is now done by a smaller paper, 
Socid.list iache Stude'I/,~ . . They seem to a limited degree open to Anarchist a,nd 
independent articles (by Hamon, Paul Kamplfmeyer, ~tc, ), ,but we are sorry to 

"see .Seul~nd _disfigured by a scurrilous squib, the Socialarist?kraten, a play in 
" which We fail to discover either truth, or ' satire, or wit. The Paris students' 

group seems broa_~er minded, and· continues the issue of Anarchi1it pamphleti: 
Reform o'r Revolution, The lndiv'idual 'and 'C'o •1imnnism, have just been issued: 

··song and dance'!and revelry, 
Love and friendship, follow me ; 
ThOug'ht sublime and fancies bright' 

· Spring, like blosr:;oms, at i:ny sight. 
When mankind shall wax more wise, 
And no more believe in lies · · 
,'fhen tpe weakli,ng shall ,be

1

st~~~g 
T? avenge each galling wrong, 
4-nd the slave shall tear in twain 
'fJ1e degrading, loathsome chain ; · 
When the ,m~p-~ty , shall be just, 
And. the hateful sword shall rust ; 

.. When the workman a~d the sage,' 
. Sh:~p as equals Sf3fV~: their age ; 
Wlien the false shall bf3 d~spised 

. A~d. the truth of nature prized,~ 
( ;fh~-B- , the needy , and ,, forlorn . 
. Ji, I i_-t.wdl $~addel} , wiGh ;plY 1 hor~, 

,~ . ;And their woes I will efface, 
.. · •· : .1 ,Blessing :'til the 1 ~~i;nap ' rac~. · · , 

. rl 1 (Repri~~dfi~on+ the .Ne'fP York Lr~E~'J;Y, No.· 343.)_ 
'. J 

No striking events; but stea:dy growth ofpr'opa.ganda-tnis, besides the univers­
al 'lloveme'nt of solidarity wit'li the '. tortured Anarchiats of Barcelona is all we 

.•. can record this month. *'* 

, The Editor of Ft·eed~m wants to know" exactly· how the mat~r stands" 
with ,us Croydon Anarchists. Kenwonhy.is gallivanting about the country, 
or building in Et1sex, and I expect none of the others will take en the job, 

. so I 1:n;tpppae the uufy,rt.uuate s,ecr,etaq ·will have to s©mehow: make time to 
,try to explain ru~tters. O.f co.~rse, I . can onl~ speak for myself. ·When 
Ken worthy tal,ks of Christianity h~ means· the teaching ef ,J eism1. I don't. 

1 I look .,upon th,e two.as oppo2ite and irncol).cilable. Christianity; fo my use 
, of th!e 'Yord, is a f.9r,r:p. . of ecclesiasjiicism .which Qpholds external authori•ty 

and cer~rnopy. This.is what .f,esu~ ~as against, just a3 Anarchism is against 
, it. Anarch\i1m ,and e~clesiastici,i1m ar~a.t war, in my view. As Anarchism 
grows _it w:ill kill ecclesiasticism. When I say , this, do·, you understand me 

, to wii:;h to. see ~n~rchit1m as sqme valiaIJ.t hero with a· ·swor<l1 or spear, and 
ecclesi31t1cisru,at> a. horued beas.t: wi.th claws and a ilong tail~ · I suppose not. 

,)'.,et g1at s,e:;e.qis to b .:, the ,way ,in which '<?ur dear Editov reads .tbe •Bible • 
,He 113~eqi~ to ;me, to be, still unde,r the ' ~peU of,t CQir,istianity, and • to think of 

.. acgel::i jloS sl~~ni_ug creatur~s with white ·robes, and · wings ·stjckin·g .out of their 
shoulder blades, fust as you see them . in Christian window paintings and 
childre11~q - bQO.f8 ... But.if we d~op . t,~is . .m~rsery 'and sunda}'i-school notic;>n _and 

I 
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td.ke" ang'e s ;, to Oe an ori~nta.l expression for forces of nature we begin to I right doing, t}!e life°{s~ve~the m~rk ! ) by'·fea.r for the, iif~, oy Viinc\ple. The 
, ~ecognis~ tha~ such "a~gel.s '' cGnstai1tly ?ave.

1
be·en, ~r~,. and. w~ll be at. wo~k 1 ~?5k!1 tJ:~~f? i ~f tli~~ w~? . :Wish . t~ :f~rwarf:l .~he bettef 1 ~}m~v~s ~o~ s?. "~~~h; to 

~e,ver~ng t,he tit f~oµi the un~t, and buruiug u'p al! ~nn.t is ~_v1l or uns?c~~~ m ._ ~~s~~t .~gffre1ss11on a.111
1
to 1ps1~t ~~1 fre.e ex:~c.1se ?f reas~~ , ~nd1 ~o~tlw~ll, . ~n~ . to 

pature's fur:nace of u~tur~l con111eque1jces, th·us d ,~rng slow:l,Y bq1t . thoroq~?ly · set ~h ~··,~?rth. ~ef~r~ ~U: m~~~· N ?.w.dhs· ~~ ~~~ te~ch1~g ·of_ ife~us, · I ~litnk, 
what sta~esmen and parha.mentarians are so anx10us to try tP,eu; hau~~ at an\:l F mamtam tnat 1tf1i:i 'Anarch11sm. Is.it a downhght epeou.r&gemfm>tl of 
doing quickly and perfunctorily . . ' . . " 1 a:}Hhe tyranhies. and infamies that mankind has suffered. -through the long 

As I have no ,pr.etensions to relfaion, have given up going. to churc4: long ', ages ,1" • I cha.Menge anyohe.to maintafo that.'. ·· · c , . , , r ' 

ago, and am an a.vowed opponent gf Christianity (in its external superstruc- · I , Wf~ll no't fol.lo.~ th~ edito~ into ·speculati~n as to "W4at ~' w~~ ~ight be 
ture), it may seem strange that I ·should bother my head about Jesm1 or ·the e.ndunng to-~ay if 1 ~P,1~ tea.chmg had controll~d ,the. hmg-~1uffer,~ng, people.1' 
·Bible. Nor do I greatly. But I recognise the fact that we are no~ i

1
nde- .But ~ m1a~ menfion two ex.amples. Have there b~en any ~,ore ~ucpes~ful 

pendent of the past, and that we may as well make the best use we cam of it. r~b~ls (as f~r ac they went) than the Quaker8 1 I would al~o ask ,1£ · ~nyone 
'W • cannot do this as long as any of the best and wisest men are misrepre- thin~s the lJoukhob'orys would have !lchieved any great'e.r 'suc~ess ' if ·they 
aer~ted. Suppose the capitalists and rulers of to-da.y (or to-morrow) were ' to had resorted to arm~ or any other violence. ' .Also, 'ho~ much tyranny do 
take it into their hes.ds to ma.ke a hero of Pr,mdhon, and, writing up 1on yoh -think would be left in Europe if the· working-clas~es of all n'ations 
their sfock exchanges and parliament houses the text "Property is Theft," were to' follo~ the example of the Doukhoborys·i . 
continue their theftei under another uame. Would not all Ar1archists e:lert · "Mind ry,ou, . thiE! is no counsel of weakness. This method is only for the 
them·selveti to expose thtt fraud and insist on the right applic~tion 9f Pro.ud- ·· ·st<;rnt7 l~earted. · It is the highest self-assertion-the t aking of one's liber­
hon's teaching 1 Now this is what has been done in the case of Jesu~. The , ty iQ~O one's own hands, trusting to, nothing but reason and· goodwill. 
teaching of J esmi was just the nastiest kuock that the g•u1g of rulers and , If the Editor is kind .and can give n:ie t11 pace, I »horild like to follow 
priests of the Roman world ever had. The forces of .oppre:asion had 1only tl\i• u'p by offering 'the readers of Freedom a. paraphrase of some of the 
oue trick t0 play to postpone their defeat, and it was played. l:t -was apotJh- 'pliiloisop;hy of Jesus, a sor't of Sermon on the Mount up to. · d~te. 1 

eo1is, setting asid@ a~ gcd. Jesus was turned into a god, and was thus set · :-- r ARTHUR ST. JOHN: 
aside aud his human utiefulness hindered aud postponed. Is it not the duty 
of Anarchil'lts to expose the fraud ? · We are not concerned to glorify a name 
or a man, but to restor·e the truth whicli he taught and lived. I maintain 
that the truth which is in his teaching and life is pure and unadulteraied 
Anarchism, with its logical corollaries ; or perhaps I should more accurately 
describ'* it as a philosophy of life, a part or corollary of which is Anarchism. 
And I deny the inconsistences which are so apparent to a superficial view 
when the "gospels" are read with ~ Chri:atian gloss on them. Take the 
teachings of Jesul'I, translate them into modern western language, and treat 
them ais you would those of Plato, Kropotkin or Ed ward Carp~nter, . that is, 
accept only wha.t you can understand and agree with (and be C!lreful, before 
:finally r~jecting anything, that you do understand it). Du this without 
forgetting th11.t the best way (perhaps the only way) to get to understand a 
practical philosophy is to practise it. This is all we ask for the teac~ting of 
Jesus, that he should be treated as any other philosopher, not that · his 
wordli! sho~l~ b~,accepted ~ecanse they are his, any more than 'Ye ac;cept 
the propos1t10n Property Is Theft" because Proudhon wrote it. We accept 
it because it finds agreement in our minds. I know that there is doubt and 
difficulty as to what Jesus really said or did not · say. But- that do~s' not 
matter. If you prove to me that Jesus never existed even, that does not 
matter. The human thoughts and ideas are still there and we c.an use them. 

Now, then, let us, in this spirit, look at some of tl;e reported. sayings of 
Jesus. , . 

!irstly, h<;>w he d~a.lt with religion-" The hour cometh, when neither in 
th~s .mountarn, nor iu J ernsll:lem1 'shall ye worship the Father" ; "God is a 
spm~ : and t~ey that w?rsh1p him must worship in spirit and ac~ud coo.­
duct -( Gleth.eig). Th.at is. to. say, " men shall not go to this Ahurch or thd 
chapel, but sho.w. their prmc1ple~ in practice," or, ''what 'is i'n:iportant is, not 
a ~atter vf re~1g1011 but of treatmg. your fellows properly,',' and this hi what 
~ny commo.n simple man c3:n tell you any day, and what common people are 

. m · pa.rt sayrng no.w by staymg away frorp. churches and chapels. Again­
, "The. Sabbath wa~ made for man and not man for the Sabbath." In these 
passa~es Jesus strike~ at the t~o. sacred inslitutions of his country's religion, 
ahowmg that he conl'l1dered rehg10n in itself as something separate from life 

; . to .be nonsense, and that human usefulness is the true test of worth.. So 
J i!&us, like a. good Anarchist, was opposed to re.Iigion as expounded by priests 
anrl parsons. . 

Let us look at another passage ·: "Ye have heard that it was said, ' ,an eye 
for au eye, and a tooth for a tooth' · but I say U:nto you resist not tlie ag-

" H d th. d . ' · ' gressor. ow oea ~s. a vwe compare with human experience 1· When 
. a ma~ does another ~n I!~Ju r-y, the cause lies either in ignoranc~ or illi ~ill. 

Now I~norance. and 1ll-w1J'l cai;i only finally be got rid of by knowledge and 
. goodwill, that is, by the ex~rc1se of reason and ben~vplent fe~ling11. I suppose 
that anyo.ue c!l:u see. that violence tends· tu banish reason and good .feeliag, 
_th,e~efore m usrng violence to a ma~ actuated by ignorance or .ill-will we .are 
takmg meas1,1res cakplated to increase the ignorance ror ·ill-will, that is, to 
ma~e m~~ter111 wo! se mstead of better. I suppose we alil see the tru'th @f tlie 
sa.ifmg: . a soft answer turn~th aw·ay wrath," and we see that .a roug4· ans­
wer tends to ?o · ~he other thmg. If we can see this in the matter of violent 
wor?s, wha,t 111 It tha~ prevent-s our seeiug the same ' 'tl'uth in' relation 
to v10l~nt deeds. I thmk I 9an perhaps partly explain it. ' The race has 
l~a..rned, throu~~ Jong .teacJli'ng Of nature~ 'to regard . courage as one of t he 
fi~st facto~s of pr<;>g ~es~.. Bu~ we hav~ been. aqcustomed ~o associat~ coqrage 
~1th .J:>h.ys~~al action, with ~10lence as the w.ithstaudin'g of viqlence. The 
aSIOCitttlO~ IS h?W~'f'er not r;iecedsary . . With t~e ' growth of un<:f.erstandj~1g, 
courage ":~11, I ·thrn~, ~ecome more an_d more d1vor.ced from violence. Why 
have .the Jong-suffermg people" suffered ,so long 1 Because of ,their lack of 
kn.ow~cdge and cou,l'.age. B.ecause they have allowed other people to do •their 
.tl!mk1'?g for .th~m, and ~ave b~en too lazy, too cowal'dly, and tOo . ignorant 
or foohsh to rns1st on u~mg the1_r own reason and exerting their ewn wills­
Wha.t they wan~ then is courag~ and intelligence. 
. Vf e a~e n.ot w~tho.ut agmir~tion for al,l . the heroes of history , w.ho have 
re~1•t~d oppress1on ·11~ w~atever wa~. · But what is it that we apecia.lly ad­
m1r~ m them. 1 Th~t~ v10l~nce;-the1r ~trength of muscle, or a kill in, shooting 7 
No ,, w:adm1re the~r mtelhgence, which led them to see the "wrongne18 of 
opprese10n, and their courage which led them to oppose 'it according to tlieir 
hghts. . • . . , I t > 

But when the-lesson of courage is well' learned, 80 · that the ''h'ea~t Jiu 
bocot:?e stout, and. the development of reason> is ·well advance•, · then comes 
the t1m.e for-learnmg. the· next lesson, 'that violence is a bad wea.'pon •for a 
stout heart and ~atu~e reasou.. The course <>f. progr'e~s is the courae of the 
dn~lopm~nt ~f mtelhgence•ana goodwiH. · ·Violen'ce 'is no fitting instrument 
of either,. it h1!1der1 ·them.. Tb~refore, common aense calls ·on those · whoae 
courage,. 1~telh~ence .and g~odw,1ll are 'silfficently developed 1to leave violence 
·to meR of.1ll-'Y1ll ·01 igno~ance.. So IOltg ·a:• violence il4 ihei; 'with Tiolence 
so lon€f will VI<!>lence confJmue, Jn&t as · wrath will c'ontinu~ 80 long as it' ii 
met with !-'rough an~wer. If a~gressi~n ia .met by violent res·ietance it 'irj.a1 overcome it, or turn 1te course, hike· a. d'1verted' stream in anoth~r direc'tion 
~r <?n~ way or an.other,~yiolence co~tinues. " But whe~ it' is met by c.orir'atge' 
1ntelhg~nce. and · goqdwd~? operess1on must fail, for oppression subsi8tl ;0~ cowardice, ignorance and di-will. .. . , , , 1 , • • , ·: 

~o aggression,~like aU evil!. muat be ·~ot rid of in accordance with the law 
of bbert1, namely, by replacmg reatramt from wrong-doing by motin for 

PE.RSiONAL IMPRESSIONS OF THE UNITED STATES . 
Ml. : \ > 0 

----
· (Being extmcts f rorn three Lectures delivered by John ·'.Furner at Christ­

.- church Hall, Spita?fields, E ., on Janua1·y 25, February .I and 8, 1897.) 

1.-The rncial and industrial conditions in America. 
America is rather a big subject, the lecturer began ; he had therefore 

divided it into three parts (the lectures following comprising the Labor 
and Revlutoionary movements in America). At first he would just give 
a word-picture of the ordinar y impressions r eceived from a workman's 
point of view. He went ther e steerage, and returned on a cattle-boat. 
For six months he had lived there among the American working men, 
making his way over a country as_Iarge as Europe. 

THE VoY.A.GE. 
1 

Steerage faring at the time he went q~t--ih M arch, 1896-was not 
very pleasant ; the food being rather coarse, the weather rough, and 
when he had just began to get used to this life. New York was already 
in sight, the wea~her being as .fine a s with us in M ay. Past the 
beautiful residences of the rich on the Hudson river., the ship arrived in 
the " home of liberty," when, at the vel.·y :firs.t moment, the tyranny of 
social inequality over political freedom became manifest. 

Whilst the first and second class passengers at once left the steamer 
unmolested, the steerage passengers were driven· like sheep before a 
doctor, and those who were not vaccinated had to undergo this opera­
tion there and then-performed in a most superficial and reckless manner 
As the ship had arrived after 4 p.m., no one was allowed to land. The 
next morning, on landing, they received cards with their initial letters, 
A, B, C, and so on, and al1 the A's, B's, C's, etc., were fenced in with 
ropes, and had to wait for the examinatipn of their luggage. The emi­
grants were bullied, kicked about like cattle. ·when he came before 
the officials, one of_ them shouted to him : " Take your hat off" ; but he 
being loth to comply with tl;iis ord.er, ,it was taken fro:rn him. Another 
official, however, seeing he was decently d:ressed, treated1 him respectfully, 
and he went quickly through all the formalities.-questions about name, 
business, means, &c.-whilst

1 
th

1
'1 for.eign ~mmigrants w,ere worried to no 

end,. having to show their money, &c. 1 In fact, this examination is an 
absolute farce, for anybo~y wh~ .. i~ decently dress~d and gives prompt 
replies can pass in as he likes, · ~hilst the popr immig~·ants are terrorised 
and messed about for no goo9. purpose. , 

When he passed,, he met a friend ; they had ii.ever set eyes upon one 
another, yet at one~ recognised each othe~, and off.they went on the 
ferry-boat to New York. ' ' '

1 
• 

N:Ew YoaK. 
11,1 

The first impression is, a c~rtain, ~ifi'.ere.nce in t he appearance of people, 
and a certain smartness in app~ara~c~~, yet it ' was · a ' slum district where 
they lan<;led. If Willi~m Mor;i is

1
.h 31d ev~{· i come .to N~w York and seen 

the elevated railway, &c'. ; h~ w'o.uid" have 
1

prob~bly,, turned back to 
the steamer for good; f?UCh a hideous sight, is t hE(.· e}~~ated railway. 

Generally, the ssici~l conditic;ms 'are . undoub~(:l.~ly somewhat better 
than here in England. A working man 'Yho ,is in const~nt employment 
earns a good deal m{>re tha~ here, and lives up to a higher standard. 
This is true, but there is Hie black side of tA merican life, which is so 
often denie 1 by Americans them~el'ves: 

Take, for instance, tll.e· slums of the East-side o(N~w York; not the 
tumble-down little shanties as hereabout, I bqt ~tenEime:bt houses, which, 
as to overcrowding and 'sanitation~ sm•pass the 'ton1d'6:fr slums. Another 
kind of slums exists iri the more wester n Stlates,''a:'s for instance the old 
rotten frame houses in Cleveland ( Ohi9 ); ov'er:run with .vermin, and 
soaked by every rain; 'worse even than New 'York ten~ment houses. 

The weather changed · r'apid'ly; the May-day fb..~hcr of Saturday 
changed into rain on ~undayr; fros~ ap.d sndw'follCnye(L 

He began at once to· mix: ~ith the· people arid .not1c~d the absence of 
many old English customs. 'Thef.e'.is ho defereiice

1'frf:.. American social 
l.f Th A · · k. · ., ' · · · ·a•f· i· j

11 h b · · th t 1 e. e merican wor mg-man was trame rom 't : e egmnmg a 
he .is the equal of every map..!...in the 'saloon; in: tbe '~treet. In the shop 
it may be different, but' ill public ' everyone ,acts, r.a rtd apparently feels, 
that _he is the equal of every other1 marl .. ' rfliis'-'fa~t1 not be . . ~i~.under­
sti:Md : elie ' i ich f<ir~ absolutely 'ei clusl've c1r4ue's, Ihea~ured ' strrictly by 
the wealth and income one possesses, be he as ignorant as the pigs he 
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killedto make .his -jpoiiey- from. - But · the Sa.me people, :~f . meeting ,-a. elections. ·~-T1ioiisands orl:Ileii ao n-othiiig out work these different little 
worki~.g~an in· a.saloon would pretend to be ,his equals. ' , ·, 1 ·' combinations; PoHtical ·honesty is 'urlkhown, is no more 'unde;·stood 

The judges, bemg elected by the people, have to hobnob ;with eve+y.-• even-s3:ve by a few who stand outside these movements and look at 
body', to be very · chummy with the workingmeri. Ft struck hims'as· ' ·them with perfect diso-ust. .· i , 
curious, in the b'eginning; when he would_ 'walk with a workingipan ,and Democratic ihstituti'oris-carried as far as ever they might be-horrify 
me~ a judge, the other <?ne wquld say: '"This is my friend Judge ;._~ you. One, thinks· that political, honesty is an impos..:iibility in such a 
and this is Mr. T. on an Anarchist lecturing tour," and the judge would democratic countl-y. . ' . 
very politely exchange civilities with them. These judges have thei1,. A,nd yet their social life is better. They work hard but they· are 
own little qffices where the police hurl pris?ners in with~ut a~y ' forp:i~l- bette.r off; wages are, on an :tvetage, in the Northern States, ~most 
ities; we EJ,Iglishm~n would at first be inclined to i:ef use be "dealt with twice those paid in London, and in London the best wages are p'aid . in 
in ~hese trumpe~y- litt!e courts ! The Americans are v.ery vain and 8ay : E~gfand. The increase is between . 50 and 100 per cent. · 
"Wihy should the judge be our superior? It is not uncommon for locomotiYe engineers to get from 120 to 150$ 

'. , ·THE AMERICAN POLICE. '· per morltH, and drivers ~m express trains receive as much as 180$ per 
I't' is a' fact however: the only people they consider as superior t6 m~nth (.£9 per week). · · · 

them, are the police. In. dempcratic America a thoughtful American . THE LABOR STRUGGLE. 
told him that the worst police-ridden countries are America and Russia. . The 13.bor struggle. in America is in· reality a fight of resistance 

They ·are bigger men than our own policemen. When the unemployed against' a.ragging down the conditfons of labor to the European levet 
met in Trafalgar Square, some one proposed that the strongest should' Cbmmodities Have become much cheaper, and, with equal wages, life 
be selected to watch over the rest of them. This man was behind ,his has become more comfortable. But he who · loses his' employment, ·s 
time : this was already being done. '. . · done for; he has no chance left now : this is the difference from former 

The Americans have their police taken from the natives of the par- days. . 
ticular districts of th~ town: Nigger, Italian, Jewish, Irish police,· Jn He s·aw engine-drivers, blacklisted since the great railway strike or 
the respective quarters of the big cities, and these are 1 bullied over. ijy 18'95, and still out of work. . 
the big.gest men from their own ranks. They go about w:ith their trun- A workingman over there may become a doctor or a lawyer easily, 
cheons, 31 inches long, in their hands, sometimes hitting telegraph by frequenting evening classes with small fees; still, there are such a 
poles to kill time and always ready to hit at people's heads. Engrish mimber of doctors and lawyers that· many continue to work at their 
policemen are perfect gentl~men in comparison with American. Th(fre trade, because they would earn nothing as professionals · ' 
they strike a man over the head the first thing before they arrest .him, On the other side, ma·ny engine-drivers al'e sons of well-to-do people,_ 
and numbers of .people ar.e killeq in this way. Aliens are found battered ' and these are the most conservative. Their president, A1thur, lives in 
to death, and everybody knows that they were murdered by the police. the rich quarter of Cleveland, and drives about in a carriage with a 

The biggest are the police of Chicago, some weighing 15 to 2q · stotie. footman. During. the great rail way strike he telegraphed to t.he capit­
The .capitalists are extremely afraid. of riqts there, and they selecj:ed the alists an offer of supplying any amount of engine- drivers-members of 
biggest men for the police force, giving t_hem liberal salariei5, and a free · the Bl'otherhood of Locomotive Engineers-to blackleg, should any 
hand against labor demonstrations; the weekly wages of the Chicago strike arise in response to the call of the American Railway Union. 
police vary between 20 and 30$, _those of the New York police between There is no class feeling as it is here ; still it begins, because labor is 
18 .and 25$. · / · . . ' ' · · ' ; · being brought down to the ·European level. · He saw sweated workers 

Beside~, there is their enormous income from blackmailing everybody, of New York being driven harder to work than in London. An Ameri­
prostitutes and publicans before all. Open vice is conspicuous in. a way can worker gets a smaller amount of his product paid to him in wages 
that would not be·tolerated in England. It came under his notice hdw:, than anywhere else, though wagee are the highest; his labor is that 
a Denver policeman, patrolling certain stre-ets, became withii1 t wo yi:iars which is most profitable to the capitalist. This gives an idea of the 
a rich owner of h,ouse property; his successor, by whom the s.tory ~s immense -productive power of America. 
told, was astonished at the amount of money showering upon him from They have labor laws galore-books full of them-but they are not 
unfortunates the moment he began his rounds ; from 3 to 400$ had pqt into practice, and are not worth the paper on which they are printed. 
been extorted weekly from the women of one street only. He instanced this by an example from Cleveland where the politicians 

Judges do the' same thing. A notorious judge of ' Chicago, who was had carried the legal Saturday half-holi~ay, and the workingmen had ' 
always re-elected because he had the political pull, was a pro:fligate, and now to· go out on strike to get it actually. On that occasion he was 
whenever he was in need of mon,ey, he sent out the police to bring . taken to see a comrade who was just at work: the foreman brutally 
before him prostitutes· by• the score ; bail. had to be given to liberate insulted this man and the visitors, and the man submitted. He sent 
them, and nothing more .was heard of the money nor of the ca.."!e ! S\ilch a message_'afterwards that he was ashamed to ?Orne to see him after 
things cannot happen here in England. In geperal, judges get a per- this, but that if he had not submitted it would have meant ruin and 
centage off the fines they impose. J·udges are bou:ght, and justice is ' staryation ~or him and his family. Such a thing would not have been 
impossib~e to be obtained. possible a few years ago ; then the whole shop would have risen and 

To return for a moment to the police-Irishmen are the prominent kicked the foreman out ; ·now the dangers of lV·ant of employment are 
English·speaking element ?f the New York police, and _in spite of so immense that such things happen. Native .Ame:r:icans are generally 
existing laws .get ~nrolled in the police-by the political influence, whilst against .the principle of labor organisation, being always told of individ­
otherwise, police commissions are dearly bought-as Mon as they ever ual initiative, but these sinking conditions are bound to wield them 
land. "Their ignoranpe is proverbial, also the i·eply of the Irisl:i 'emigrant into organisation. 
when asked wnat 

1
he was goir?g to do in Am~rica : " I have n'ot yet Farther west, away from · civilisation, the position of the worker 

made up my mind whether .I shall become a policeman or an alderman." improves. He described the mining camps of the western parts of 
The New York Sunday closing of' public-houses-a source of black- Colorado. There, women are very scarce; they have votes, are very 

mail for the police before all-·was only a dodge by which the republican independent and robust, but also "wear the trousers" snd have their 
politicians mad·e u~e of the parsons to fight Tammany Hall; a vengeance guns ready to hand. · · · 
against the brewers because they refused to give money to the repU:Dli- . He gave iustances of the prices of various commodities; machine-
can party. ,. . ' made shoes, cotton goods are cheap; clothes made to order are very 

In Chicago the gamqlers ran for five years the local government and dear, on account of the high wages of tailors; but ready-made (sweated) 
the polic·e itself. And this same clique of gamblers employed a parson clotlies are nearly as cheap as here. 
to head a party crmmde against another set of gamblers. Parsons are House rent is dear. Nearly every American workingman expects to 
willing hands at this kind of work; a parson in low water gets up a have a house of his own. Philadelphia was called the city of workmens 
sensation and works it up, aided by a set of politicians. Nobody is homes-to-day, two-thirds of the houses belong to land companies 
apove this sort of thing: from tJ;ie politicians to the millionaires every- (building societies) in the hands of a few capitalists who have got hold 
body always is in a number of combinations, "pulls" as they are called, of the mortgaged workmens' dwellings. Rents are exorbitant, and this 
for purely personal aims. · explains, to some extent, the Single Tax movement_. 

Further west the police are not. so rpuch in evidence, and towards TH:11 SocIAL PROBLEM. 
the Indian territory there is only a sheriff for perhaps a hundred square The capitalists are so greedy, that in a six-months period of prosper:. 
miles. Criminals also are scarce there, for·wherever the policeman goe$; ity, so much is produced that the market is glutted, and three or four 
the thieves follow. These sheriffs are sometimes outlaws themselves. years of bad trade follow. In all the big towns the number of unem­
N o decep.t man1 would unqe1>take the job. People there like the cowboys ployed is enormons, and the question of the unemployed is the biggest 
when they come to the towns to play bad men, to go for days drinking question now in America. Work ·is uncertain, and nobody has any 
and revelling,-:-when they meet the sheriff-are quick to pull out consideration for his neighbour. No workhouses, no ontdoor relief~ 
their guns, and it is a question who is the quicker. And yet the loss This creates tramps. Train-jumping is a common thing, but the brake­
of Property and life is not so. great. there as in the big towns with men and guards on fast trains often take a pleasure in battering their 
their hordes of policemen. · hands with bits of coal and throwing . them off the train; many get 

' SocIAL DISTINCTIONS. killed in this way ; recently a comrade was murdered thus. 
The only distinction in America is that of wealth. Morris pointed " The continuous torment for those who are fo work is to lose it. 

out 'how commercialis~ tend~d tp mediocrity ,.. America h~s very few Class feeiing begins after all, and dµring the last three yearsi~sawaken;­
great men, except in the domains of engineering and

1 
mechanics. But ing is something .marvellous. He had lectured 23times·during18 days; · 

in the -domaili' of culttire and e'ducation very f~w are promineht
1
, and as' an Anarchist, before trade-unic~nist audiences in Chicago; he was 

then they only get ~ome social s~anding if . t~ey ,. sell their talents assured by many, that ~f he had spoken in this way four year~ ago, lie 
to the rich as journalists, professionals, etc., not by giving independence ~~uld ha;ve .been run out of the city. Th.en th~ worke:rs 'be,1Jeve9 they 
tq.,,the).ll~~lves .. r 1i:1iey are ii r,esispi~ly a~sprbed by tl;e) rich, and lose ~nr had obtai'ned, everythi:r~g-to-day they· begin to 1 see that they- are· at~tha 
tliose spheres the littl~ .spar,k o,f genfosy1Y.ihich theyc!: tnay hav·e had. l . J mercy of the capitalists. . '! 

< ::W4attst'ares:ly@\i al:w::tys in ·tn-0 f'alcb, disgusts you ~t every step·; is t1h~, Once they begin ·this1 study of their real situat.ion, with ~lleir inborn 
wh_~le .. o~ J~o\~tj~al 'Iif~· b~~pg ':i: c~~tipo 's'"lit tie 'gaint; chntiii~ot;18 1 ema.111- ha.S~iries~ tliey 'will 8oori 'know liow to alper~it. Thbit q ilick:'ness, .,impulsive· 

·~: , ~ ~ · ~JJI. f 
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ness, -before ail in the West- is .striking. Arperica may not be the 
next country- that rises, but if they move, they will move nowhere 

Socialism, as the elimination of force among men, · and of Anarchism as tlie' 1'uost 
advanced school of Socialism, our comrade dealt historically with the loi;ig 
struggle between the possessed an"1 dispossessed, and pointed out that there will 

_.a.lwa.ys be war until Society adopts for its basis .a &ystem _,of com~o.n property 
and general welfare, . For this, a conscious knowledge on the part~(of the mas~es 1 
is una.voidaOle; a knowledge of the principles of liberty, equality, and fratermty . 
being the only' weapon 1of the masses that may save society. "He' then wen.t over 
point by point the me11stt.ge of Tolstoy, conveying, the lecturer showed? the teach­
ings of life based on Anarchy-no authority.on labor and ,equality. · .What , 
chi~fly singles out Tolstoy is-not tha.t he is less an AI)~rchi~t-his te~cJi~ng ?( 
non-resistance; because, he sa.ys, that the power of the priest and. pohticia~ . Is 
organised bias, which can only be got rid of by man becoming self-respsc~1!1g, 
and by cea.sing to be content merely witlnrnderstandiug equality, but :practis.mg 
it. Tolstoy took his life in his ha.nds the very day he declared in Russia i;"g~m~t 
the State. If there be any greatness in mankind, the lecturer conclude~, it i~ lll 
Tolstoy. After numbers of questions were disposed of, a. . very brisk d1scuss1on, 
almost solely upon the question of n9n-resistance, followed; several. co~rades 
arguing that under certain conditions of society, non-resistance to evil may b0 
considered synonymomi as complicity with · evil, a.ud that it may even beco!11e 
sometimes a worse element of reaction than the direct violence and oppression 
perpetrated on the people. The collection re o1.lised 9s 1 lid.-~onday, March 1, 
we held no meeting for want of lecturer, but on the Sth., ';Ve ha.'d a ?row~ed 
audience who had come to hear Kropotkin lecture on "The St:1.te: its Historical 
Role and Develcpment." Unfortunately our comrade telegraphed t.hat owing .to 
a b1J.d cold he contracted after his lecture in Glasgow it was impossible for h~m 
to come. The disappointment aud regret of the audi.en0e were great, but happily 

quicker than · in America. . . 1 • 

The lecturer dwelt on several other questions which . would reqmr~ 
a separate treatm~nt. i;:;o the free silyer question-a struggl~ ~e~""~e.n 
the mine-owners of the Western States and the Wall-street millionaires 
of.New York. · ' · . · . · h 

The banking crisis-in realitY, the result of over~production m. t :e 
East, the produ,cts of which the Western States, w~ich had been artifici­
ally boomed, could not absorh. Bankers there g.o m to a great extent 
for speculative proquction, and 'Yhei: the W, est d~d not buy to the 'i'::'tent 
it was expected, they, withdrew their credit. Smee ~hen, committees 
of capitalists were sent to .Europe, t.o _ S?uthern America, etc., ~q find 
markets for the wares which the crisis m the West leaves unsaleable. 

He mentioned the enormous power of Roman Catholicism ; they 
have a tremendous hold over the immigran,ts, before all, over the Irishmen 
and in this way, influence t~e democratic ·party, which is otherwise 
considered the liberal party, ! 

Children are not corrected there as tP,ey are here ; they ,are allowed 
more freedom, and do nearly all they want. But re~l lo~e between . 
parents and child1·en is as strong, if not stronger, than .m th1s country. 

To sum up : the social life of America is s~ill, no .doubt, better t~an 
E:p.gland: the political, openly corrupt: tb~ industrial, ?1ore tyran:r:ii?al. 
The outcome must be one of two things, smce the social and poht1cal 
is always the result of the industrial. Either the American worker 
must control the economic developn;ients of the last century for the . 
benefit of his class, . or he must make up his mind to sink to the level 
of those countries with whom his maste~·s compete in the world's 
market. 

1 
Comrade Turner consented, at the last momt>nt, to ta.kd the platform, and tr~ated 
the meeting to a capital lecture on " Modern Tendencies." Our comrade .pom~ed 
to the tend6ncies in the industrial world, where federation 11.nd internat1orra.h~m 
are spreading more and more ; also in our present family relations the pr.m· 
cip!e of equality growing with eTery day; in our behavior to, and e.ducat10n 
of children, as1 well as iu our treatment of crirninals-where in all i~stances 
the buma.n view takes the place of the old and rotten ideas of bruta.hsm and. 
coercion. In the :sphere of literature, in science, no less t~an in. ar~, .the <;>ld 
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notions of authority disappear, and make wa.y to the -.ssert1on of• md1v1duahty 
and independence. Several questions were replied to by the lecturer, after 
which a lively discussion folloft"ed. The collection amounted to lSs. 6d. Befo.re 
and after the lecture Mrs. Ga.briel played on the piano, ·,while Mrs. Abbott 
rendered two solos, both helping to humor the audience, and were much .app_re­
ciated Brisk sale of literature. During the evening another commuo1cat1on 
from comrade Kropotkin, saying that he hoped to be able to give his lecture 
on +donday, 15th March, was read out to the meeiing amidst great applause. 

The following subscriptions have been received for the two weeks of J:t,eb 22 
a.nd March 8, towards guaranteeing the expenses of these lectures :-W.W., ls.; 
B. ;R., ls. ; Gunfon, ls. ; Kingston, ls. ; Rabinovitz, 6d. ; T. Priinmer. 6d. ; 
H. Graham, 6d. ; B, Matthews, 6d.; Webb, 6d. ; Fieldhouse, 6d.; Lewis, 3d. ; 
Graham, junr., 3d. ; B. Cohen, 6d.; Jaffry, 9d.; Stenk, 9d.; .C. Morton, 6d.; 
Muller, 6d.; M. Sher, 3d.-W.W. 

PROTil'(CJIS. 

FRIE1fDS AND FRLLOW '\VAGE-liiLAYE8 !-I have often been asked to give an ac­
count of my riecession from the S.D.F. and what reason or reasons led me to for~ 
th_e Socialist Labor League, seeing that there ,were two So.cialist bodies already 
in existence the aims of which are practically ihe imme. While on the General 
Council of the S. D. F. one of the delegates moved, that no branch on any account 
allow Anarchist ~pea.kers to lecture for them ; although I at the time concurred, 
my mind has eince · und~,rgone a swifp process of evolution, I no longer hug those 
delusions. Ma11y a fellow-worker has been lost to the Cause through the n'arrow 
sectarianism preached and practised l:iy the ~. D F. Should a good Socialist 
fail to rea!lon according to pope Marx, they at once class him or her as a fraud. 
They also claim to be the only genuine organisation of Socialists in existence ; 
which I from personal knoledge of them assert to be pure bosh. In fact, outside 
of any Socialist or Trade Unionist movement are men and women who live the 
life t0 the oest of their ,ability; ever ready with voice or pen, in th~ workshop, 
behind the de'sk or oounter, propagating the only thiug that will rid the workers 
of all enls-Communism. The S.D. F. say, "Capture Parliament!" wilfully 
blind to the fact that the political institutions are merely a reflex of economic 
conditions. Nothing shor~, of an economic change c~n improve the social lif P. of 
the people. All forms of government are coercive ~nd mea.n nothing less than 
invasion of individual right, and will endure· until the workers cast away this 
myth, born of ignorance on the one hand and cunning legal robbery on the other. 
Poverty or riches can never be · abolished so long as government autr·ority is 
made the basis ef conduct between man au<l man. The workers, who have suf- , 
fcred so long under this iniquitous legal robbery by parson, landlord and profit· 
monger, should unite under the banner of Communism for their common good. 

Manchester.-If we have not hitherto sont a report, it has been bec~u~e we 
haT'e b,een too busy to do so. Although the weather has prevented out-door meet­
ings, we ·have been far from idle. Lectures have been given at a number of clubs 
a~d debating societies, and have been as successful · as.one ·could wish, bo~l~ as 
regards numbers attending, discussion, interest in the subject, and sale of htera.­
'ture. Comrade Barton has also lectured at Bolton (Lahm: Church) and Oldham, 
and was both surprised and delighted at tbe interest taken, and the fa.vorable 
reception of Anarchist ideas. He has another invitation to Bolton fo1· a recent 

· date. Altogether propag'l.nda has gone very well in thi1 district ; new members 
have joined us, and we have every prospect of a fine campaign during the next 
aeason. We a.re now making arrangements to get a printing press for purposes 
of local propagct.nda.-A. B. • . , 

The basis of the Socialist Labor League is Equality. The only object : To 
ever keep in front of the worker.:; thiti trubh, that no cuange will ever be brought 
about except by their own efforts. We conct:de the right of perfect local autono­
my, having no .central power to interfere with the branches, leaving them to do 
that which would commend' itself to the intelligt:nce of iLs q1ember.:; for the fur­
therance of the aims of the future co-operative commonwt·alth. Our policy with 
reference to present Trade Unions will be to encourage self-refornce and confi· 
dence in their own ability to settle the differences that arise and not trust so 
much in so-called leaders; in fact, lo show them they have the power (whon they 
know ho~ to use it) to turn their branches into true co-operative orga.r:.isations. 

-In conclusion, dear comrade, I tnay say that we are prepared to answer any 
reader who cares to pay postage and· who will offer to help to bring out a uiani-
f~sto for the car:-ying out of the .idei:!o. Yours fraternally 

75 Hammersmith Roa.d, vV. 

THE 

Jo.RN Louis PAGB, 
H~N.RY 1'AYL01l.. 

PROP AG ANDA. 
[Will comrades in tl~e London and provincial Groitps make a point of fiwnisMng 

its with reports of their meetings and progress by not later than the 20th of each 
:month.-~D.] 

REPORTS. 

LONDON: 
. Prol!aganda fo lla_st London.-The. meetings in Canning Town, Stratford, , 

V1ctona Par~ ~nd M1\e·end Waste .P,ave been well attended, in fact, are larger, 
~han eyer, with very feeble opposition indeed; Legga.tt speaki.qg at three meet­
mgs every 'Sunday, Mile -end 12 'till 2 .. 30; Victoria. Park 3. 30 till 5 30; and 
Stratford GNve 7. 30 till :!.O o'clock; w'hieh I think is a fair record for one corn­
raa~ alone. Goulding and ll. comrade from Canning Town sometimes assist in 
sellmg Freedoms etc. Any help fro~ comrades will be gladJy,welcomed at either 
place, as the plat~o~D,l ~as to be carried to ea-::h place and is rather heavy; rneet­
mgs ~r~ announced m t,he Weekly Times cmd. Echo, Reynold's .and Lloyd'a.-E. L. 
· 'Ghri8tchurch Ball, Hanbury-street, . Sp'ital.fitlds.-On Monday, Feb. 5th., 

Comra'de ·Herbert 8tockto'n delivered a lecture on "Anarchism v. Cornmercial­
~~m." I n ~he la~ter tla.e ledturerJincludetl1ii.lso ~ocial Democracy and Individua.l­
i~t ,.An~rch.1sm, both theoriesi of whj.cb he . explained are, 'at bottom, lik~ our . 
~.?de:-p Capit~lism, ba~ed onr~ ,e i~ea1 o(makiug

1
people w;ork ~nd good by mat­

e_nal re-w-.rd-Anarch1st-Commumsm alone striving for a sys,teni of society where ' 
man' would ·act well to his fellows for the pleasure he wouia derive by" it a.:Od 
w_here _he would work through hi::i _ b~ing interested in it: Some 4utl1:1tion~ ~nd 
d1scuss10n fdlovved, and the collect10n amounted to 5s . . lld.-011 Monday, 22nd, 
..ire,b .. , 1 Oom:;~e ~" C. K.,en1'·,q1:t ,hy. , dclj1v:e~e4., a. verYi 1 thoughtfll! and }nteres~ipg 
l• cture on T dstoiY and Anarchism. The autiience, who numbered about four 
nun'dr~d pei1pfo H~tened to the lectur6 with marked attention. ' After defining 

NOTICES. 

All those comrades coming to the Conference in London, during Easter, are 
kindly requesred to communicate at oncll with J. Perry, 7, Lamb's Conduit 
Street, W. C. , 

Those comrades and groups who have any unsold copies of the February issue 
of Freedom ai·e kindly repuested to return them to 7, Lamb's Conduit Strec:t, as 
speedily as possible. We are greatly in need of them. 

MONTHLY AOKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Sales of FREEDOM.-MacQueen, 2s. 8d.; Canning Town Group, 3s. 4d.; 

2s.; ;H. Taylor, ls.; W. Wess, 4s.; T. Cantwell, 2s.; Office, 5d. 
Sales of Parnphlets.-Offi.ce, 3s. Id.; W. Wess, 4s. 
Subscriptions.-J. Greey z-Fisher, ls. 6d.; G. 0. Warren, ls. 6J. 
Donations to FREEDOl\f Publicati'on Ftmd.-J. •Firm (South Africa), 2s. 6d. 

Now Ready I 

Percy, 

ANARGHISM: ITS PHILOSOPHY.& IDEAL 
BY PETER KROPOTKIN. 

32 pages. Price ld. 

Orders invited, to be sent to J. Perry, 7, Lamb's Conduit Street, London, W.C. 

The Commune of Paris, 1871 . 
l . ,( 

A PUBLIC .MEETING 
To COMMEMORAl'E THE ANNIVERSARY ' OF: THE .ABOVE, WILL :JJE .HELD ON 

Thursday, March :is~ 'is$'7, · 
, AT THE, · 

CUUB '.ANJ;> :J..NS...._,.I.TU~~ . UNION,, 
(Cl~rkenwell Road, next to Holb~rn Town Hall.). , 1 -. 

ADMISSION . FREE. • , OOMMENOE AT. 8 .P..M. ti 
, . ': . , . / j t 

Where ".Freedom" c~n be .obtained. r , , , 1 

' • . -- f . ~ , .~ • f f. , 

W. Rnvi:s, 18i, Fleet Street, E.C. ' Y. 'A. JqNEB, ·9; Little 'Queen Street, 
C. BAUM, St. John's Road, · Hox· · Holborn, 1 W ' C. · · • 1 

ton ; N. . · o. MATTHIA:s ;.20., ·Little Pnltney St., 
B. ,l~UDlpaIA~, 71,, na.nburYi S~reet, i W' ardour I sl:eet,l ·w:. . I r E •. 

Spitalfi.elds, E. J. 'L'svT, 113; Commercial Road, 

Prillted &llcl published by J. TVJL1':.U at 7 Iambs Co:Ddui~ Sired, Leadei., W.Q, 


