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STRIKES AN·D ARBITRATION. 
~r. W. P. Reeves, agent general for New Zealand and formerly Mi­

nister for Labour in that c~lony, has been lecturing in England on th~ 
advantages of the Industrial Conciliation Act in the settlement of labour 
disputes. We must regard him as the spokesman of a semi-Social 
Democratic State, and consequently what he has to say is of great in­
terest to all who study the labour movement. 

For all that it is the statement of one side only, and be it remem­
•bered. an o.fficicil one into the bargain, and as officialism is the same the 
-world over, it is more than usually needful to be critical of the state­
ments made. 

'l'he English engineers being just now engaged in a brave and deter­
mined struggle against employers' oppression, of course amongst the 
manifold questions which English State Socialists might have put before 
Mr. Reeves, the one which afforded the most momentous interest was 
that regarding ~he particular manner in which industrial disputes were 
·settled in New Zealand during the two years or more that the Indus­
trial Conciliation Act has been working. 

In Mr. Reeves' lecture before the Fabian Society upon this very Act, 
its aims and effects, he told his audience that "strikes were a costly, un­
happy method of settling disputes between Capital and Labor, and the 
diblocation of industry which they have caused is a subject of grave 
concern." Thus the aim Mr. Reeves avowedly pursued by bringing the · 
said Industrial Conciliation Bill three times before the New Zealand 
parliament and getting it finally accepted, was not to help the workmen 
to crush their exploiters, but to make peace between those two classes 
of citizens. These are two different aims, and a means perfectly fit for 
the attainment of one need not necessarily be suitable to the other. 

:Mr. Reeves then proceeded to criticise "voluntary arbitration,'' as 
existing in England; by this beautifully sounding expression he meant 
t:be opportunity the English Board of Trade affords to both struggling 
p~rties to call for its arbit1:ation if they choose, but without any com­
p;ulsion to do so, nor to respect the ai·bitrators decision. He regards 
the results of this method as practically insignificant. Further; he 
spoke upon an experiment tried in New South Wales : thE)re the refer­
e·nce to a State arbitration was compulsory, but the car:i;-ying out of this 
p9ard.'s decision was not. This . syst~n;i. ,prov«;iq .te be useless, and was 
abandoned. 

Now, the New Zealand law provides, i~ the first place, for the election 
of local conciliation boards, composed of equal numbers of employers 
and workmen, with an independent chairman. These boards have full 
power to interfere in . any industrial dispute, if any of the struggling 
parties desire it; however, they have no power to enforee their deci­
·sions. But if afterwards either of the parties engaged in the struggle 
i~ djssatisfied, either with the decision of the loca,l concilia~ion board or 
with this decision not being car:r~ed' out, tl,i~y liav~ the righ,t to ref~r to 
tl].e General Arbitration Co.urt of the colony, c.ompose.d of a judge of 
t:P~ . High . Court, assisted by -one employer. an_d one work~a~. Thif3 
Gen~ral Arbitration Court m.ay, at its discretion, make .its awa1xls en­
forceable by legal process, so that a disobedient .employer. may be fined 
£500, and the fine repeated as often as the disobedience oec\lrs, · whilst 
disobedient wm:kµien may be fined £10 per head. 

Since th.e law was passe~ - in 1894, th.e o])stin.afe .i,·esi~tan.ce of the 
Upper .Hous,e having been finally vanquish~d, Mr ... R~eY«;iS tells u.s that 
~.9 8trike ,nor .lockout-h3ts ocpured_ i:i;i .New Ze~lar;id. (It ~ay be rexpem_­
. bered that the population of New Zeal~ndamounts o.nly·to threefm,.1.rths 
of a million, most of them agriculturists.) The law has been used. in 
s~xteen cases, in ,every case on the initiation of the trade unions; ,out of 
these sixteen cases, on,ly three. were bmqght before the Gener~l Arbi'." 
b~ation Court. As a rnle, ~he awards were impl!citly o"?eyed. The pen­
~lties .Provide.d by th~ law have up til~ rn:nv. rn~ver been enforc~d. '.fbe 
workmerq~.re exce~dingly plea~~<:\ with ;the re,sµlts of the ._ la'Y ; in, all 
cases they Qbtained conces~;i9n~, and in s0,me. cases very co:qside:r.able 
onei;;. ' Moreover, the.law affording to trade .un_ions the opportunity to 
become registered as corporate bodies (this is= the conditiorr under which 
they get the power to elect represen~atives for' t'he Ooncilia.tion Board), 
~t. encourage~ weak t:r.ad~s, aifd esp~c~~l}y .Vfo~·kingwoipen; - to org~:p.ise 
"Without f~~1rmg th~ ma.sters. . . 

T)la,t!& "7P3,t Mr. Reeves tells. ~s. ~uv. , th£11:e. is a good o~d G~rw.an 
. prqverh : '-'One. man~s ~peech js n,o SI?ee,c'\i a~ ~~l.; you m,.:tl~~ .. h~~d:J:).,E;l,m 
·both Y Well, . we wpuld be pai·.ticulad y- pleased wit:h. hearing·, "- the 
speech of the other .man," the :Voice of the wo1 .. kingman of New Zealand. 
We :i-re very doubtful , whether the workingmen 'ai:·e; at pres.ent, !tnd 
especially. wh~t~~r they will ' r~main for many years, as pleased with 

. M~· · Re~y~s'/."law . as, M!-'. ~e,eves ~eems t~ . b~ :h'i~~eif .. ·· As ,long
1 
a~ the 

New Zea~::i.n,d gpvernmental socialism, . moderate as it i~, may.surpass 
their still more moderate claims, they may be pleased with the reaLo~ 
app~rent help of the law. But it may easily happen that whilst the 
working people and their claiil)s are evolving forward, the government 
will remain stationary or even retrogress, and then the same power 
which at present:seems to protect them will oppress them in future._ On 
the other hand, there is something a hundred times better th~n tr~nsien~ 
governmental protection: a spirit of independence side by side with vi~ 
gorous mutual aid. · 

· And th~re is still another point. The aforesaid judge of the High 
Court, who in fact must always possess the decisive vote in th~ Gener~l 
Arbitration Court (his two assessors mutually counterbalancmg their 
influence) is not elected by the people, neither directl;Y n?r i~dir~ctly, 
but is appointed by the Governor (what a superfluous mst1tut1on man 
alleged free country!), who, of course, is h~mself nomina~ed b;r the 
Queen. Is it not apparent that under most mrcumstances, m spite of 
a Socialist parliament and a Socialist people, the decisive vote in labour 
questions must remain in the hands of an essentially reactionary 
power~ 

A.NARC HI ST CO MM UNIST 
CONFERENCE. 

COMRADES: 

We feel it must be evide11t to all active workers in the Anarchist 
m.ovement, both. in LoQ..d.on and the Provinces, that there is a pressing 
need for a revival of re-organisation of t4e propaganda. 

At the present moni.ent when capital attacks organised labour; when. 
the State is murdering wholesale in its infamous wars; when reactipn is 
baref~~~d and apparently triumphant: all this provin~ , to the .mo~t 
apath_etic minq the necessity for a change-at such a time we t~1~k it 
µiost opp?rtune to educate our fe~l~w work~rs, and rouse the spirit of 
revolt against the degrading .c~nd1t10~ .?~ t.~rngs_ f~rce~ upon 1,lS. 

With due reaard to ind1v1dual m1trnt1ve, it is still our duty to or­
ganis~ so that ~e m~y. l'E;lmain in the forefront , ?f the struggle for 
Freedom and Justice. . 

C9m.rades, for this p~rpose we h:ve deci.ded; to meet toget.her on 
S_u:q.q!1y, ])ecelJ?.ber 2.6_t4; 1897, at 11 a. m., at the 

Communist c~-µb.~ 57 Charlotte . Street, 
FITZlWY SQJJARE 

and;, t0 .discuss with all who · feel the same · nece~sity · of organisation ~s 
we do, the ways and means ·of making . our movemeQ.t t.l:ie re~l v~n,-
g.ua-rd of . pr.egress. . . 
· We therefore can on all comrades in London ancJ ~:be Provmces to 

help us to discuss these questions s? ~hat we may esta?lis~ a groupd of 
mutual -understanding for our act1v1ty. The . emanc1pat10n of L.ab,our 
from the bbnd·age of "cut-throat competition and economical slavery is 
the work that calls on us. Let us show we are worthy of the. Cause 
by doing our besb for the realisation of our idea$,. 

AGENDA • 
1. Orgatiisq,tiqn of tlie correspondence between Group$. 
2. Organisation of Lecturing arid Propagand~ 'Pours. 
4;. . Pttb,lisJiing of~ weekly A riarqliist ptJ;per. 

. 5,, Tfie necessity' of a leaflet . Fund. 
3. Preparing the 01·gani~ation of Free· Schools. 

';[1h~ foregoing is placed . before Conferen.ce for. disct,1ssion and left. 
· · open f9r sugg~stions . from all comrad·es. 

All : comnmnications·, .to the Secretary, Rochelle ·Zolzman.,_ 
·t,6 Parffett Street, C.ommercial ~oad; E. · 

LE.CTURE, ANNOU.NC,Ell{E,NT. 

The Imperial Rooms, 19 Redm .. ~Jl~ E~nY, Mile End R oad, on December 6th, 
at 8 p. m., Dr. Gumplowicz will lecture on Co.ntine.ntq.?§,o.c:fq,Ns'{n_·. De.c.~JA4~r 
. Ht.~t H~11r);' · paµ.ip?~H , ~n. Var~ety ,in . S.e~·-.!Je_?;.t:i,or.iSIJ:!p., · 
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~ie :e"om 
;'·Ch1·onick tells us, and as we all . know the editoi· of the Chronicle is an 

honourable rrian. 'fhis sad news we are told is the result of studying 
the statistics of cli\::orce just issued by ~he Master of the Supreme Court, 

A JOURNAL OF ANAIWHIST .COMMUNn>M. . whoever he may be. 'The figures show a large increase in the number 
~~-. -~--~.---~--~~~-~-S-4.~-~-0--.--v--~1-5-0~-t-.~~ · ofpetitionsfm.·thed~s&utionof marria.ge. It~unnece~ary. toqu~e 
J.U.6ntlily, One Penny.: post.free, 1~d.; U, . .•. , u vn.s; .L'ritnce, en unes. 

Annual Subscription, pose free, ls. od.; U.S .A., 36 Ce11ts; Frauce, lfr. 80c. 
Foreign subscriptions should be sent h~r International l\ioney Order, 

··payable to C. M. Wilson. 

Wholt>sale Prfr.e, ls. 4<l. per quire of 27, carriage free to all par~s. 

A l;l com ·111.1infrrn'ions, ~ .:r:chrrn,r;es, &c.' .for " F 1umnO;>.I " to be atldresstd to 
THE EDITOR, 7, LAMBS CONDUIT STREET, LONDON, w. c .. 

Business comm~nications to THE M~NAGER, 127 Ossulston Str~et, Euston Rd. 

;, ~ The Editors are not necessarily ·in agreen1ent with signed articles. 

NOTES. 

[JONCERNING "FREED01vf." 
New arrangement have now been completed for the publication of 

F1·eedom, and we are enabled this month to appear punctually though, 
we regret, it is minus the supplement. However from the lst of Janu­
·ary 1898, F1·eedorn will appear regularly with supplement, and will be 
received by all provincial groups on the first of each month. 

As Freed'orn is printed at considerable loss, we would draw the atten-: 
.tion of all comrades, subscribers and sympathisers generally to the 
'guarantee fund of our paper. It '"'ill be seen there are already a num­
J>er of garantors, but more are needed. The smallest sums will help us 
·greatly, so we trust all will do their best. 

We again ask comrades to send us letters and cuttings that would be 
useful for publication, and above all any suggestions for the improve-
ment of the paper. · 

We may add that we are now enabled to print pamphlets and )ea:flets 
in English, French, Gern;i.an and Dutch at the office, Co?1nopolitcm 
P1·intery, 127, Ossulston' Street, N. \V., where all enquiries should be 
made by comrades and others who have printing to be done. 

BRUTES IN UNITY. 
We are living in an age of cruelty. Emperors and ministers un­

blushingly order the destruction of races and places to both display 
. their fearlessriess and their power . 

.. It must be fresh within the memories of everyone, how "honourable" 
officers in the Belgium army have shown their worthiness of their posts 
by valourously cutting off hands and feet from natives in the Congo 
and committing other unmentionable atrocities in honour of H. R. H. 
King Leopold. · · 

This worthy is considered a righteous man by his subjects-more 
.especially by himself; so when a newspaper editor in Germany derides 
this gentieman's imperial importance, the passionless Kaiser William II 
sends him to gaol for several months, 
. East African atrocities are not dissimilar to those on the Congo, and 
William is confident now of Leopold returning the compliment in the 
near future. · 

Abdul Hamed is of blood Royal and his apologist William will com­
mit any crime _if thereby he can add fresh blood (of a kind) to his al­
ready bloody . circle, hence Leopold suppresses the publication of a 
Turkish revolutionary joui·nal !' Metchvered." · · · 

Also Spanish tortures are included in the record of Royal tariffs, a:r.d 
with d_ne sympathy-I:eopold, conscious of his own experiences and the 
·unmerited torture of his people-further condones the murderous work 
by suppressing on every turn the mention of them, from public hall to 
.the Chamber of national representatives, as if crime when ·done in bat-
talions were excusable. · 

And yet, Austria threatens to bombard Mersina if apologies are not 
made to the poor Austro-Hungarian consul, while a number of innocent 

-Hungarian workmen are shot dead in Hazelton U. S .A., and only the 
calm demand for "justice" is made. 

. Ame~·i~a. and France will :113:nd over to autocratic Russia any recog­
nized mhihst demanded by that country. 

Never in the history of ancient or mordern civilisation has there bean 
such a . le3:gue of hnman bandits, reeking with the blood of murdered 
people and speedily wearing the world to ruin. 

One is inclined to cry with Francis Adams : "There is one word for 
them and that word is extermination." But there-what's the use of 
crying in the wilderne5s ? J. PERRY. 

Recht v.001· Alle;i (Oct. 29th)_ gives particulars of the resigiJ.ation f~om 
the Belgian Social Democratic Party of Mrs. Alice Bron one of its 
most act~ve and prominent members, It appears she attempted to make 
a collect10n on behalf of the Spanish Anarchists at the Maison du 
P~uple, Brussel~, ~ut was ~fopped by the Social Democratic officials. 
Disg1;1sted.· and .md1gnant she re~igned, -and is now addressing ·various 
meetmgs m which she denounces m the stronaest terms the tactics of 
these people whose one aim seems to be to impose their authority on 
~he movement. · 

ANOTHER INsTiTUTION " GOING." 
Sh:1re~ in ~he :n~rriage m:.irke.t we are afraid must be falling rapidly. 

The mstitut10n IS m such a decidedly rocky condition-at least so the 

· them: the fact remi;i.ins anyhow; : .and .,vhat is remarkable is that so far 
as the duration of marriage is concerned, the longer matrimony lasts 
the more the petitions increase. 

, It 0seems to us that a great need is arising for a systematic teaching 
of human physiology, so that young m~n and young women may not 
arrive at maturity without some knowledge of their own organism and 
of those relations which involve such tremendous responsibilities, and 
which affect the whole tone of society. Shakespeare tells us: 

· · '' Craobed age and youth 
Cannot dwell together," 

but had he lived" to watc,h .the marriage market in this century of com­
mercialism he would haye seen that money would impel young women 
-legally mind you-to "dwell" with old age that was not only "crab­
bed" but utterly disreputable. Marriage will go, that is sure; but there· 
is nothing to fear on that score. Rather the1·e is much hope for a 
healthier moral tone. 

THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT AND FREE SPEECH. 
Our comrade Louise Michel has been shamefully treated by the Bel­

gian government, having been arrested as she was entering the hall to 
address a crowded meeting in Brnssels. A series of conferences had 
been organised by different groups of Radicals, Socialists and Ana,rch­
ists, to protest against the atrocities at Montjuich. The Belgian govern­
ment, anxious to show its solidarity with the Spanish Inquisition, 
issued a warrant of expulsion against Louise I\!Iichel and her companion, 
Broussouloux, who was to speak in place of 8eba~tien Faure. 

Against all this disgusting parade of reactionary taetics, it is refresh­
ing to be able to report that a huge crowd of Belgian workers protested 
in an empha.tic manner, cheering for Anarchy as our comrades were 
conducted to the station. Of course the police used their swords against 
the unanned people. These puppets of government find such action a 
.great sola.ce to their official dignity, and it saves them any trouble in 
i~easoning things over-a luxury they probably nevet· indulge in . 

So the message .. of hope in their struggle for freedom that our com­
rades wonld have carried to the Beigin.n people wa.s not given. But the 
people will learn from t.his the lesson which they arJ learning every­
where-that their rulers treat them like sheep and regard them in 
much the same way as those animals in the matter of living on thern . 

ACTIVITY IN MANCHESTEU. 
Our readers will see by the reports that the comrades in Manchester 

ai·e moving. We hope soon to see a strong revival of their propaganda. 
We have received No. 2 of the Suni11ia1·y, 01·gan of the Discussion Grniip, 
a modest little sheet published, we imagine, principally for private cir­
culation. As its sub-title denotes, it is .. .devoted to reports of the discus­
sions now being carried o:n by members of the group. vVe cordially 
echo comrade Barton's hope that it may develop into somethi!'.lg impor­
tant, in fact that it may be the forerunner of a bright provinGial jour­
nal devoted to Anarchist Communism. We shall be delighted to send 
our orqer (with cash) when it appears. 

FR.OM .A.CROSS THE SEA. 

It would be impossible to condense into the few words of a report the 
crowding pictures which rush up over the horizon as I sit looking over the 
rail of the ship to the east water. Briefly they are, on the whole, hearty, 
healthy, and affectionate. .And although I found my preconceived notions, 
w!J.erever I was foofoih enough to form any, greatly at fault; althoug11. in 
the great capital itself I failed to find that cohesion and virile force which 
my readiug of F1·eedom in .America had somehow put me in frame to expect, 
yet I shall never forget the devoted and faithful services rendered to me 
personally by a few of the London workers; f.ir although we .Anarchists go 
in no repre1sentative capacity, "each for himself one single, separate person," 
yet the. courtesy with which we receive and are received is a m'lre personal 
·affair, a manifestation, in the only way possible, of the love that goes across 
deep waters in a common cause. . 

DLtring my stay of two months in London, deducting a week's visit to 
Paris, I made the acquaintance of that inestimable boon, "free speech," 

. which in law-ridden .America is but sounding brass and tinkling cymbals. 
And while I must say that so far as the educational effects of any particular 

, meetitig is concerned I cannot consider it of much benefit, yet when I con· 
sider the whole institution of open air speaking, the l!Pirit it develops, the 
opportunities for agitation it affords, and the immediate grasp upon the 
people in times where it is important to get their ear at once, I am touc~ed 
with· a profound regret that, we, who were supposed to be the freer off~pnng 
of England, have lost this mighty engine of freedom. The study of th!S one 
thing was a liberal education. for me, though I fear my attempts at open 
air speaking were scarcely beneficial to my audiences. . 

During my entire trip in England and Scott.and I deliv.ered some thtrty 
lectures and speeches including the following topics: The History of .Aua:ch· 
ism in America; Economic Phase uf Anarchism; The Woman Questwn; 
Sincerity and our· need of It; The Poetry of Reform; Why I am an .Anarc~· 
ist; The Worship of Truth; Woman v. Orthodoxy ; The True ~ental atti· 
tnde of a Freethinker; Social plants and Transplants; Anarchism and the 
Labor Question: The Trne Value of Trade U uions, etc. - . . 

My real work began with my trip iuto Scotland, about the begrnnrng of 
Septe1'Qber, being the o.pening speaker of the seaso.n for t}1~ Glasgow, I. L. ~· 
The afternoon subject on "Why I am an Anarchist," elicited some. op~os1· 
tion from those who considl~red my economic views as somewhat lat1tudma· 
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ria.u, tu whicn 1 frc:1.ukly plea.J guili;y; I a.w. uoi; ':'iSouuJ." iu ecuuumLCd, and 
I fear tha.t my communist friends, as well a.!! the individualists, will be called 
upon to overlook a good deal in me. I'm 11.ll right in the philo.:>ophy though, 
and as the Scotch are "a serious people," we got on famously together. The 
philosophy of A.narch!sm is almost as endless and interesting a subject as 
True Th.eology, m which my comrades W. Duff and Turley would certainly 
have gotten a doctor's cap had they not devoted themselves to herisies a.nd 
asking popular questions. I anticipate a little however, as this last lecture 
was delivered only on my second visit to Glasgow, and I h:tve yet said no­
thing of the meeting which listened to my "Pvetry of Reform," and included 
about a thousand p~ople. The lecture was written with the intention of 
elevating the ~~standard of taste in poetry, .among our reform workers if 
possible, and certainly not to furnfah anyb,)dy rules by the ob.~ervance of 
which any one might produce poetry at will. Yet so inefftJctive was my 
method of saying it that Mr. Jim Connell arnse iii criticism, and. observed 
that I hadn't given the right prescription at all for would-be P's: that the 
proper way was to pick out a subject of thought, whether it was a .pretty 
woman or a cabbage, go out into the country, lie . down on the grass along­
side of this cabbage, and think about it, liard. Mr. Connell's method is so 
simple and suggestive that I give it ih full. There were also some demurrers 
to my ranking Ibsen ahead of Shakespeare as a dramatist, which have never­
theless not convinced me. The following Wednesday I addressed the Wo­
man's I. L. P. From Glasgow I went to Aberdeen, where I found a tho­
roughly living, original, native anarchist grnwth, led by H. H. Duncan, a 
man whose heart beats not only for all men but for all his humbler brothers. 
We held one meeting in the market-place, and two excellent indoor meetingi 
on Sunday, Oct. 12. Some lively discussion of the m:trriage question arose 
in the evening, a snbject which I find is in the vibrati9ns of a first great 
awakenieg all over the insular kingdom. In Aberdeen also I had the plea­
sure of meeting Alex. W eb:>ter, the Unitarian clergyman wh·)Se work as an 
Anarchist Socialist has made him a marked figure in Aberdeen, as well as 
throughout the ranks of U nitarianisrn. Also there was one . memorable 
~vening when we wandered down by the banks of the Dee,_ and, with moon­
light falling white and clear aaoss the" gurgling burn," threw ourselves 
down upon the bank and sung-Oh! their sweet Scotch voices and the sweet 
Scotch songs ! ·I hear them yet across the sea; I~ shall al ways hear Annie 
Laurie as I heard it t riat night on the banks of the Dee. My next point was 
Dundee, where I addressed the I. L. P. on "Why I am an Anarchist./' and 
met with opposition of the Social Democratic variety. There seems to be but 
one Anarchist, avowedly such, in Dundee, Mr. W. Fraser; but he is a host 
in himself, and though not a "talker" has lately, through his practical oppo­
sition to the vaccination law, become a public advocate of freedom. 
. A hasty visit to Edinburgh where I did not speak, and a run back to 
Glasgow and Paisley, at which latt~r place I sp•Jke before the I. L. P. on 
"Social Plants and Transplants," completed my. visit to Scotland, which, 
though now past, will long remain the greenest thing in my memory. From 
Glasgow I went to Bradford, addressing two meetings of the L'1bor Church 
on the "W or.ship of Truth" and the "Woman ·question." The largest of 
these, in the evening, was comprised of some twelve hundred P ·~op le, and the 
appiause, I am pleased to say, was for the most radical utterances. Oue 
young woman came to me after the meeting, and assured me she was going 
to carry out in her life the good fight against marital restrictions. 

The Bradford experience was followed by a visit to Mr. and Mrs. 03w:ald 
Dawson, who first publicly took up the battle for the right:;; of illegitimates, 
in the formation of the Legitimation League and themselves entering into a 
-' 'free union." They have suffered much persecution for their frankness, and 
one feels how much brutal prejudice still exists in England when one talks 
with a woman who has been struck in the face on the streets for her honesty. 

From Leeds my paths took me to Manchester, where a social gathering of 
the Manchester Anarchist Group put me at home. On Sunday October 3, 
I addressed fair audiences at the Manchester Secular Union, the eveniqg 
lecture in which I advanced the idea that freeth~mght, to be a living move­
ment, should interest itself in living questions, elicited some discussion. 

Oct. 4, we, the Anarchists, went to au 1. L. P. meeting of locked-out en­
gineers, and were told by one of the engineers, a splendid muscular fellow, 
that "we (the engineers) was makin' more anarchists 'n what the anarchists 
is": which is good news. 

Oct. 5, I spoke at Leicester, meeting good comrade Gorrie and his troop of 
young followers. A good meeting and fair discussion. Oct. 6 I arrived 
back in London in time to address a few words on the "Atonement" to the 
'Jewish Anarchists a~sembled at South Place Institute. 

Two meetings more, one a small gathering of women in the parlors of Miss 
Ellen Crickmay, arid another at the Croydon Brotherhood Church concluded 
my lectures. One more open air meeting at Hoxton, and then the farewell 
night, which was so hearty, so kindly, and so comradely, that notwithstand­
ing I was "going home" well near brought tears of regret to my eyes. And 
now, from across the sea I will "say au revoir but not good-bye" to all the 
.dear faces and warm hearts. May we meet again ! 

v. DE CLEYRE. 

PAT R I 0 TI S ·lVI. 

To the professed Briton it is to struggle for the " extension of the 
Empire." To the German it is the preservation of " The Fatherland." 
To the Frenchman it is personified in the famous cry of "Vive la Re:. 
publique/' and so on. . 

With the Boer it is the love of the Veld and his homestead. With 
the savage the love of his tribe and the home in 'vhich he liv~s his na­
tural life unhampered by business worry or the thought of want on the 
riiori·ow. This is the ·greatest; of all reasons. that prompt fam to defy and 
resist any encrnachements on his life, ~ven to th~ extent · of freely giving 
his life in so doing, thus m<trtyrisiug him~elf for his' ideal. In that un­
healthy book Sunshine cind Storrn in Rhodesia, ~fr. Se!ous describes an 

·.attack on the Matabele in the following language: ,; Once broken, the 
. Ka firs never made any attempt to rally, but ran as hard as they could, 
accepting death when overtaken without , 9fforing the slightest resis-

.tance; some indeed when too tired to run any further, wallted doggedly 
forward with arms in their hands which they never atte1npted to use, 
and did not ·even turn their heads to look at the white men who were 

· to shoot theri1 down." . . · 
Being unarmed, such sacrifice and accompanied c1lmness displays the 

· naturalness of their struggle. · 

Poor people· ! 
That which differentiates the patriotism of the savage from that of 

the · civilised per.son is the natur<tl life of the for·m3r and the so·Crtlled 
cultivated-but narrow and callous-and conventional life of the latter. 
F ..>r j u::it as laws are suppo.~;ed to justify their ~~iste~ce. by_ interp:et~ng 
the common actions and customs of people ltvmg m ctv1lised soctet~e~, 
so doe3 'p..ttriotism justify (verb tlly that .is) i.ts e~istenc~ in the na,m ~ of 
lova for home, nation and life, the rnsttnctiva feelmg pJ3sessed by 
every human soul. 

Bat this spirit is narrowed down by the artificial creation of frontier.s, 
re3ulting from race hatred and the growth of desire of g<tin instead of 
peace an~ natural necessity. Then follow.s expa.nsioa of the n·1tion, 
encouraged by its strength and self c0nfi lance in teerifying physically 
Wdaker nationalities. Thus wa.ra ensue, ra.ca h:1tred deva lup.s, and 
the already ugly wodd is made uglier still. 

And all this in the nama of preseeva.tion, defence ag iin.st ag5ee.,sion 
-and " .peace." . 
. Tq.ere is such a thing as unconsciou::i tyr.rnny j LBt a:; there is such a 
thing as unconscious crime. 

The habitual criminal seldom sees the evil of his ceime, the repeated 
exercise of which blinds him; ~nd so 'tis of ten with political and econo­
mic tyrannies. 

The savage defends himself when his liberties are aggressed or threat­
ened, the patriot (who is no less savage in his brutality) aggresses in 
the name of defence. One is rebellion, the other authority. The one 
is spontaneous-asseeting itself when peeservation is in question, the 
other is constituted and mechanical, acting on instructions and not 
theough suffering, either mor.1l or phy~ical. 

So that in all action sincerity and the applicc.ttion of reason is essen­
tial, if results are to be considernd. 

'.£.'he app lic.ttion of r eason so as to moderate action, oi- in other wot·ds, 
to ce.rne. act.ion when the primary purpose for which it was originaJly 
put into for-ce has been accomplished; o·r n ot to institute and prepare 
m ethods of clastrnction)n the na;ne of defence when there is no sign of 
aggression. . 

. 'ro ln.wa a.nd government have been attributed the sacred principle 
"for defence of the wec.1,k:/' but we see how it is the vet·y antithesis of 
this, and crnshes the W<l;tk, as if to still further ensur-e its already exist­
ing s~rength. A j ndge sentenQes the prisoner to 10 years penal ser-vi­
tude in the name of "hL1m inity" and to de<tth in the name of the pre­
se1·va.tion of "life." Sa lf clel11.:;ion sees humaneness even in brub1lity. 

Thus it is, not alone must we re.sist IJLtt al wa,ys acknowledge resistance, 
and in so doing preserve om·selvd.s from aggres.sing and against aggee,;;­
sion. 
, It will therefore be seen that the great mistake iii all age:;;, including 
our own, is that of converting :t common idea, custom or- recogni~ecl in­
stinctive feeling into a constituted and imposed law, which if not obeyed 
is made punislrnble. 

'rhus <tg<1Ln we sea the law declaring that two persons united in wed­
lock: mu:;;t a.lwcty.s rem=1in together, simply becau.se it naturally and in­
evit:ctbly follows that where true love exists between two such persons, 
their association has been, is and will be of a long enduring character. 
In a woed the law-foolishly, yea ignorantly-takes one circllmstance 
and ba~:;es its whole fabric thereon; declaring that the condact exercised 
in such a case must act as a precedent in all such future ca,ses, disre­
garding generally temperament, personality and circum.,tance. 

Thus legal "jm;tice" is void of sentiment and therefore not tnie 
justice at all. 

Even our Social.Democratic friends are not free from this absmdi­
.ty; in the self same way that patriotism is an abuse of the principles 
of rebellion, is the acknowledged right of t~e majority' to impose their 
will on the minority in each and every case, an abuse of such free agree­
ments as do and will come to pass, where the majoeity because they are 
more do act whilst the min0rity cannot, and where ~the minority often 
freely and willingly yield. Vo] untary agreements are distirwt from arti­
ficiaLly enforced conditions. 

For the above mentioned reasons it will be seen that that which is 
often · done by Society in the name of humanipy is indescribably in­
human. 

There . is not one of the above arguments that is not applicn.ble to 
patriotism. . 

P<.l.triotism is dogmatism, nay it is fanaticism constituted :into a big 
principle, more horrible and cr·uel than all the fanitticism of all theolo­
gic<·tl sects, for in its name more souls have perished and m•-1.n becJme 
more decayed. Freedom, Freedom, Freedom in every thought, in every 
act, in everything, unfettered by tradition or conventionality, whether 
religious, i:;olitical or social, that and that alone will be a guarantee for 
the healthy and full de~elopment of the individual and in r·eturn that 
of Society. . 

Patriotism makes for retrogression and the destruction of the race. 
. J. PERRY. 

THE LABOR QUESTION VERSUS ANARCHISM. 
BY DR. L. SMIRNOW. 

(Being an acld1·ess delivered b~Jore et 1nciss nieeting Clbllecl by the lnt~1·na,­
tional Wo1·kingmen's Educationcil Clii? of Wctterbury, Conn., U.S.A.

1 

1·evised and enlarged.) 

Now ,the labor movement, in ~ the 01·dinary aceeptation of the tenn, is 
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not a general ·cause, nor is it even international. It is for the benefit 
of the org~ni~E)_d wor,~ir~gmen only, P.P..d it~ qJ'.lir,i.,tessen;ce _Illi:ty , be ,ex­
pre~.sed by ;thi_s . ph~a~e,-g~t ~~ mucJl RsJO.U Calf in the best W::tJ you: 
Cfl::O·. Its e~sentia~ f~i:ttu~es . are inerefl,,se of wages l;lnd dec.re~_se of hoµrs, 
of l~bor, . foi· tl:ie, a~t~inµ;iep.t of w~i,c_h .:lp ,~~¥,efl _ -qse ,of strike.~ a;nc;I. ·h?Y~ 
c?ts, anQ._ ~ncourag~s, e.wn m.9r,e yig~;rop~ly, the. ballo~ , box ap.,d. tb~ elec­
tion of. pJioper qfli__c,erl?·: Alth_ough, i_t 4a~ m:;i,i;i.y ~~t~lligent and Wtell- . 
meaning inst~gators, it ::qoes . no.t; seefll to, ~,avl3 . a , fund~m~.ntal b;:isis 
other than the immediate and direct benefit of the union-man. 

;.I' • '•.:.;, 

December, 1897. 

CHICAGO COMMEMORA.TION . . 

The annual Celebratio.n was held ·this year at t'he Hall of ·the Club and Insti-· 
tute, Clerkenwell Road._ Though the meeting· was small as· regards numbers, ye~ 
a great amount ·of .enthusiasm--was shown .. Comrad~ :13e_rt Stoc_k:_ton c~.u.dul;ted 
the meeting and .read a short address . by Miss Volt~1nne .de Cleyse, which deaJ,~ 
with the state of Chicago at the tinie" the. a,wful ml,lrder·.Qf tho~{) l;t_eroic me.~ "'.~.~ 
committed. Comrade Joe.Per.ry followed, d'Yelli:ng upon the present .st,a£.e i;>f . tli"~ 
mp_vement, co~par.ed JVith ~l;iat in Aip~;rjca _ of 10 yearl? ago, a~d p,oiu~inKoq.p~~ 
l~s~o:qs to be d.i;a:wp. fi:o:rµ ~l:Je even~s · of t:µat period. Lo_thFo.p Wit,hipgton , th~J?­
addre~.s~d_ the ~e13ti~g in. w,or_ds fl!-11 of e.ncouragement, .remarking th~t th_o.~gn 
:ihe me.eting. w.a.s small, yet th.e fnict of u~ being there showed' that Revolutionary 
activ~ty had no,t died out, "that it was ~xtremely probable that small parties 6f 
men.and w:om_en-e11i:nest in the cause of th~ Emancipation of Labou.r, and full 
of love· foi: 'tJte meu~ory ofthof?e who are sacrificed for th~ cause. th;lt is dear t<:> 
~heir hearts-were galhered· together in their own homes, recounting over the 
circumstances which led to the trial ·and rrnuder of the men of Ohicago. OU:~ 
Comrade ended his speech by exhorting· all who had -any spiri.t of Te.volt left; to 
persevere in their e.ff<fots, ·so that ill ;,he end they would crown the w.ork in which 
Chicag;o had taken so prominent .a part, by thecqmplete overthr.ow of Capital~_Slll­
and ci¥ilised Slavery, an~l the substit_uti.on of Huma:n- Right_.. C_omrade l!)·1.m1F 
Kitz . spoke upon the pre~ent warlike state of_ th,e .co11ntry and, re~ind{)_d t.~~ 
a_udienc,e .how muc.h be,tter. it wo:ql_d qe, if the Highlan(i!:lr~ at D.anghai, in~teaq ,of 
cliI!J.bing th<? hejgl1.ts of tlie . fronti~r of India, a.nd mu~·dering men with wJ:io~ 
they 1!-ad no ·q11-,irrel, 'ver~ to m1;tke a stand f.or. their own homes in . the hills of 
Scotland, apd· tak_e pqs.~essfon of thefr natural rigp.t: that all this war a.nd 
bloodshed was not 'for the good of the workers here at home; for if it .was. how 
carne it t4at the miserable slums, · surrouu\ling the hall of the Institilte. still 
remained? It was for the abolitfon of these slums, the abolition of national 
feuds, war and bloodshed that Parso~s and his noble companions died, He 
asked whether the action of these men should not renew our energy in the cause 

, of the· people. If so, then it lays with us to concentrate our efforts agaillst tqe 
capitalist; to speak to the ·soldier~ who is their toql, and get. him to give up .hi~ 
profession of war and murd~_i·. George Etievant, w hp has receJ1tly le.ft France 
after dQilJg. a long term of imprisonment, next addressed the meeting in FrencJ:i1 
which was translateu afterwards. Comrades J. Tui·ner and Barker of Yarmoutb. 
also gave addn:s!3es, and the meeting was finished by Comrade E. Leggatt, who; 
in.8< brilliant and versatil.e mam~el', au~ causing a good deal of laughter, vowe~ 
~~~n;nal w,ar aga~nst tJ:..e presen~ system of S_ociety, and asked the Anarchist bod:y.: 
t_o !3hqw nL~dern capitalism that, instead ofRevolution dying out, the memory of 
Chicago put spirit into the ~overnent, leadillg us on to greater and nobler 
achievemimts.' W. O'SHEA. 

As. young as the labor qu.estion is, . its metamorph_osis has been so 
rapid as t<? . ch~nge its original features, and in the place.of'its narrow 
and personal aims and purposes, there arises a universal and general 
cause. The. "~cab" joins the union and the unions b.egin to amalga­
mate and form one great brotherhood; · the little strikes begin to give 
place to gr:eat struggles, and the sympathetic strikes, as the ra.ilroad 
strike of Chicago, the street-car strikes of Brooklyn and Philadelphia, 
etc., take on the aspect of civil wars. The capitalists and rulers begin 
to prepare their soldiery, they send them out to shoot and kiH the 
strikers, . as they have done in Pitsburg, Chicago, Homestead, Brooklyn, 
etc.; they begin to sharpen the sword and prepar~ th_e rifles, they im­
p~ove on their 'war ships and pile up ammunition. It is no longer a 
~atter ,of a fifty cent· increase · of wages per week, but equality of op­
portunity is the demand, and it is no longer a matter of union rights1 
but the possession and ownership of all wealth by the producers there­
of. 'rherefore it ceases to be a labor question and in its stead there 
arises the Social question, The former is emb.odied and implied .in the 
latter, this being only more general,-not concerning one class of people 
bpt all classes, not coucerning specific time but the entire future. The 
causes for this great disturbance of society, the reasons underlying this 
univ·ersal unrest and commotion, and the study of the movement5 of 
the people, together with deductions thereof, constitutes the Social 
Science or Sociology This is divided and subdivided into several differ­
ent theories ranging from the simplest reform to the most revolution­
ary doctrines. Mutual banking, co-operation, labor exchange and. the 
single tax theory may be grouped under Sociology, but most prominent of NORTH AND EAST LONDON. 
all stand the two ~chools of ~odern thought: Socialism and Anarchism~ Leggatt has had good meetings at . Woodgreen, Tottenham, Finsbury Park, 
Former-ly both schools were one but difference ol opinion has separated Edmontoll, Yictoria Park, Mile :End Waste, Stratford Grove, a11d has also lec­
tliem, the one being termed Social-democracy, the other Anarchism. I tured at the Liberal Club, New Southgate, on Nov. 14, on "Why I a rp an Anar--

chist." 'l'he meeting was well advertised in the neighbourhood, bills being 
cannot at present explain the difference between them other than in -a exhibited ev~rywhere, and owing to the hard work clone by the Lecture Seci:etary, 
few words, and this is that the fil'st is growing more and more conser- Ch?-rlie H.or.n, ~· D. F., the meeting was a grand supcess. The place was pa,qked, 
vative and is taking on the aspects of the corrupted political parties of a great mn:µy having to stand, Some amoµnt. of_ opposition from some G. 0. JI!.[_, 
the day; the second .remains revolutionary _and loyal to its original prin- w~r_shipp~rs !Vas 13l:!~qy ans\vered,_aud the chairman, a very impartial and iritelli'· 
· 1, tl fi. t h d · U · ld d · t , ft · t d h 11 d gent one, did very well for g~ving us a fair hearing. Young and Cavanagh took 

?IP l:'S, l0 IS as gra ua Y yie e ;porn a ~r porn an as a owe part in discussion, and Leggatt was well applauded at the close and literature 
itself to be shaped and formed accordmg to c1rcuµistances, and has fol- . sold oµt. In fact ev.ery Sunday 4 or 5 quires are sold at these meetin()'s LeO'O'att 
lowed the sti1piaity-and ignorance of tlle masse8; the second makes the ~ 'Sp·e~ldng 5 - or 6 hours each · day. . Comrades~Gale and ·Grey ling from0E'dm~~ton 
people come up to his own standard and teachings We can not find sellrng Freedom and pamphlets while Leggatt talks. We have some O'Ood Com· 
i~ Social Democracy the soluti~n 0 'f the Labor que~tion, or better said rades in Edmollton alld !ottenham w.ho do good work in that neighbourhood, 

th S · 1 · b · . b 1. d . bl' h" ll and a change of speakern would help the cause along. 25s. collected. for En· 
e ocrn question, ecause it e ieves an . aims at esta is mg an a - O'ineers. E. LEGGATT. 

powerful State, which is to_ regulate industry, manufacturing, produc-
0 
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tion and distribution, which is to govern the people in general arid 
.dictate to them the amount and kind· of work they are to · do and con­
sequently ·direct their _ cor.lduct in life, all of which are in opposition to 
human nature and contrary to the natural 01·der of things. Fr:eedom, 
absoliite pe1·sonalfi·r;edorn, stands at the_ top of_ social perfection, the ten:­
dency towards \vhich, as we have seen before, is an inherent property 
of matter; but absolut_e individu~l freedom is obtainable only under 
.Anarchism. It is obtainable only in a '.state of Society where all are 

· free to do as they please, with one cardinal limitation,-t,he rights and 
pleasures of others. Be it understood that Anarchism does not mea·n 
c~aos and confusion, as is so commonly thought, but that it is the Ideal 
Order the most perfect state of society conceivable. The Hebrew pro~ 
phets h~ve predicted and. the Grecian philosphers have dreamed of a 
Society of peace and splendor where "the lion and the lamb will live 
together," where "there will be no master and no s1ave," this is the 
" Kingdom to come" of the Christians, and it is the life. long aim and 
object of all Anarchists to help ,bring about this happy state. I do not 
for a moment mean te reconcile religious doctrines pertaining to a fu­
tu1·e society with Anarchism, that would be attempting syncretism; 
they are like parallel lines, however extended they never meet. The 

· lV.J.oslems and all Mohammedans expect that some day Mohammed will 
come down and rule the world, and then there will be a better adminis­
t1~ation; the Buddhists are awaiting Buddha to descend any moment a~~ 
dethrone Cleveland and Nicholas, and Wilhelm and Victoria, etc., and 

. s·eat hh:nself in th~ir respective seats; and the J"ews, poor souls, they 
·have been expecting their Messiah now nearly 3,000 years, and he has 
not come yet; and the Christians haYe been piercing the- skies in 
search of Jesus, for 2>000 years, who is to come nnd administer justice 
to the world. All this, however ridiculous in itself, teaches us one .great 
fact,Universal suffering. Men have studied the Social problem and have 
formed ce1·tain ideas pertaining to it. Systems have been compiled and 
Schools formed, and new philosophies have sprung up. Political econo­
iny fajls t 0 show the true causes of the earthlJ misery, ~t · fails to give a 
solution of the problem, and it justifies all the present inequity ~nd ine· 
qunJity by supporting the throry of M.al~hus that there are not sufficient 
natura.l supplies to satisfy all the wants and make all people happy and 
content. Various philosophica~ Schools justify the . pre.sent. stat~ of 
S9ci~ty by the theory of _survival. of the fittest, making_ the . inexcusable 
a!'sumption that those now in power and in po~se~sion of wealth are the 
fittest and the ablest. · 

(To _be Concluded.) 

For th!l pa.st si;i\: .mollths propaganda has been carded on at Ossulston Street, 
in an unJ1.esitatirig a~a vigorous manner. Sums varying front 6d. to 28. ' haV.e 
been collected, al).d \ve J+ave -thereby been able to profusely distribute leaflets. · 

Regellts Park has had a very good and efficacious dose of Anarchist Commun· 
ism from Cantwell, Youug and. O'Shea, so much so, that when W. O,Shea broke 
'the bye-law of that Royal Estate, by making a collectiou, the audiences' res­
ponded by making up £1-2"6- in :Qve weeks. O'Shea' s name and address·.Wi:J.S 
taken, but nothing as yet has come of it. Ca Ira ff 

Com!·ade W. O'Shea has held meetings in Hyde Park, and from . appeara~ce_~, 
ha~ gamed much,&ympathy, especially from ~small clust.er of Lpcal Hi-liJemiµ.ns 
w~o freque,n~. tp.e park on. Sun.d;iy .evelling. Perl;ui.ps the memory-- o.f '9$,, t):).e 
ceutenary of which is dr~wfog nigh, has rous(')d their Celtic blood. a little. <l oo\! 
Work Oll the whole has been _done,, and looks like good soil for next· summer{:s 
propagal1da. · W. O'SHEA .. 

MANCHESTER. 

We have had to stop our meetings owing to weather, but have had good UI),eS 
up to the finish. ·our grotip is in a ·fine w.ay at" present_. We are busy d!scqssing 
principles and~ as yon ·will: see by enclosed specimen, maki11g 01u· paper -\vhich 

· we propose to continue for the p1,esent. We are. also getting a priuti.ng pr!lSS in 
order (look out, Y?U Loudon folk then!), but of co.urse we have t6 l ea1'n p1iinting 
and. do lots of thillgs yet. Besides this, we are actively discussing the possibi­
lities of a communal home and a volm1.tary co-operative aO'ricultural O'roup; but 
next summary will de_al with that. 

0 

ALF. B.:RTON. 
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