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PETER KROPOTKINE 
ON 

" THE DEVELOPMENT Of TRADE-UNIONISM.'-' 

, A few months ·ago I was delivering a number of lectures on Sociai­
ism and Anarchism in the cities of the Eastern States of America. 
These were attended to a great extent by American workers belonainO' 
to the Trade unions, especially when delivered in the bio· . industri.tl 
centres. That gave the idea to our New York comrades of ~onveninO' a 
big meeti~g in the Cooper Union Hall, and to invite representatives

0
of 

Trade umons and as_ many of ~embers of Trade unions as possible. It 
was done and we had a splendid meeting on the eve of my departure. 
At this meeting, comrade McCraith read a short message from the Trade 
unionists of Aml>~ica to be transmitted ·to their English comrades. It 
was accepted unammously and I was requested to convey it. 

I was much prouder of carrying it than I would have been of carrying 
any political message of any importance, which, in fact, I would not have 
accepted at all. · 

It ';ould be ·presumptuous of me, having stayed so short a time in 
Amenca, to come here to tell you of the movement there. It would 
ha:e required wider knowledge and more serious study, and moreover 
a. Journey to the Western States where Trade-unionism takes quite a 
different character to the " nibbling " Unionism .of the Eastern States. 
I. can ·only say that it is full of youth and of force, and that happily the 
differences between " Americans" and the Bohemians Poles Hungar­
ian.s-and other" strangers" are gradually fast disappearing. When in the 
stnke at Hazelton such " strangers " were massacred recently it pro­
duced such an indignation in New York that the "American" 
Trade-unionists called a great meeting and told the police who were 
there present such things as to what would happen if they, the "Am­
ericans," were at.tacked as· the poor Bohemians had been, that not one 
single paper of the middle class cared to report it. 

My intention is to speak from a more general standpoint. I have 
i:ot mnch. to say which you may not know already, · but perhaps some 
general views may not be out of place. · 

~very?ne feels in this country that some change in the present organi­
sat10n, aims and methods of the Trade unions is absolutely imposed 
by the union of international capitalism. 

For many years in the medireval t.owns the workers of all nationali­
ties were united in unions and very often it is said that the guilds of 
old have given origin to the Trade unions of to-day. Perhaps it is true, 
but the modern 'l'rade ·unions are absolutely different from the old 
gui~ds; they cover but a very small part of th~ field covered by the 
U mons of old. The workers of the guild considered themselves as the 
masters of the industry.:__not as men who were being _hired to do the 
work without any interest in the management of the concern. They 
did not consider themselves as outsiders to industry : they considered 
rather the othe1·s, the capitalists, as the outside and useless element. 

They used to buy all raw material and to sell the produce. They 
ma:iaged the industry entirely; and the cities were nothing but the 
umons of these unions, the amitas between these unions. When they 
had to export something, they did not leave it to someone going to find 
new markets in Africa, nor in China. It was the city which carried on 
the export, it was the city which was considered the first, the great 
consu.mer. 

Moreover, the guild was supreme in its own concerns· it was 
autonomous. If any dispute arose between two workers of the same 
gu~ld, it. was to the arbiters (or judges, if you like), nominated by the 
gmld, it had to be referred; if any dispute a.rose between two 
workers of different .unions, it was referred to the persons elected by 
these two unions, who if they disagreed could call in the nominee of a 
~hird t~ d.eci~le. It had its own militia; it would join with the others 
in war if it liked, and such wars were, of course, wats of defence, not of 
c?nque:st. It was a brotherly organisafion of .p1oduction, of distribu­
t10n, of mutual support. and of the ·defence of the citizen. What is the 
modern ~rrade union in comparison with this~ . . · 

What was the result ? That in these medirevel cities of the thirteenth,' 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, such extraordinary progress \vas 
made as has nev~l' since been equalled. · - ·· · 
~ ou know how all this disappeared, how States and kings took pos­

sessi~n of the funds of these guilds, how the king conque.red the cities 
and imposed his jud'ges on them and his laws, · how the cities were_ 
crushed, a1id how for two centuries the seventeenth and the eiO'hteenth 
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all industries in Europe went backwards, were destroyed where they . 
had flourished. . · · 
On~ union however was not crushed, that of the men engaged in the 

pursmt of knowledge, the men who continued to work in their ·silenti 
studies; who were adding new discoveries to the old ones. In the me-· 
direval universities men had made experiments which led ultimately-to tha 
steam engine; chemistry .· and other new scienc~s sprang into being;: 
man's force in the long run was increased a hundredfold. If we were 
to take some books on modern industry, we should be told that the 
nineteenth century is a beautiful illustration of what can be achie\'e\l. 
under capitalist organisation. "Look what industry was a hundre.£ 
years ago, look what it is now! And who has made it ? The capitalist." 
The reality is that it is science which has made it. It 1-vas under the. 
influence of the ideas circulating at the end of the last century th :t b 
man has accomplished the prodigies we see now. Capitalism has L<iil 

helped, but hindered it. What the capitalists did · to promote it w~ 
know-helped with a legislation which pauperised the population, whidi 
expelled the . peasant from the land which he and his ancestor.:; had ctil­
tivated; sent their agents travelling all over England stealing childrnn 
for the factories of Lancashire and Yorkshire. That was what the c:~­
pitalist invented for the organisation of the large industry. 

What wa,s the worker to do under such circumstances-a legislation. 
in the hands of the monopolising classes and these workers driven tc"> 

the factories to compete their "'"ith their children. fo their srnnl i 
secret societies they fought this Moloch but they could only try to p1··:­
vent capitalism from crushing them altogether. They were hanged f· ·r 
strikes, they were deported to Australia. All they could imagine : t r. 

that horrid time was a policy of 1·esistance. Not a constrnctive poli\·y,. 
not a destructive, simply a policy of conserving only the little th ··y 
could maintain. This policy has been continued too long. 'l,o tl1is 
policy the Trade unions continue to adhere although the conditions han~· 
changed and it is time to come forwards with new demands of a des­
tructive and constructive order. 

Already in the commencement there were men who undertoo1; a. 
greater task, who understood that that would not be ·enough, that it? 
would be necessary to carry on a policy of active reconstruction. Al- . 
ready in the beginning, Robert Owen, the man to whom we Socia]i, ts 
owe infinitely more than most of us think-a man who really foru; :t w· 
the future development of Socialism better than many of his succe~.~u1·~ 
-had started an international society for discussing these question:::;,. 
and had constituted "The Great Trades' Union "-the Union of aU 
trades. 

You know what the attitude of the government was towards thC''t3' 
unionists. They were met with' deportation and hard labou · .; 
cru:shed down by prosecution "tfter prosecution, and for a while agai1 1t._ 
they had to return to their little committees, their little councils ia. 
secret, to carry on merely a passive resistance. 

Then came the great movement on the continent of 1848. B•1tv 
again the workers were crushed down, and again all hope di .... -
appeared from the hearts of the . workers. In the sixties began a rn_ .. ,r 
movement. The International Workingmen's Association. This li ,,.,. 
now been forgotten, yet it succeeded in bringing together several 111 : i -

lions of workingmen all ov:er Europe. It put all the great proble u•.,; 
into discussion, and gave some solution for each which was not inspi · td 
by books but by a knowledge of lif~ and work. In a few years t li i~· 
association seemed to become a tremendous power. The jour.nalist:-: .. f 
the capitalist world attended its congresses and hastened to wire f1 .. ~ 1Jt · 
them that things 'Yere still quiet, the dreaded revolution was not C· ·rn­
ing off this time. The International Workingmen's Association grvi\·­
ing constantly in power finally led the French government tu I 11·.!.(. a 
that struggle which resulted, alas, again in the crushing of the \\O k ... rs 
movement. · 

The Commune of Paris was · an attempt of the working c,ri -~s, 
to try something new, something constructive · in Socialitm1 n.ucl 
Communism. It was crushed out in the blood of the thirty thuu;-:;rnrl 
workers killed in the streets. One hundred thousand were deporh-•d. 
Driven back again, all the workers could do was to fight step by st"P'· 
for the rights of .combination and .of striking-a fight which has stil I to. 
be kept up. Men are still condemned for picketing in this count; Y-­
Look .at the money still spent in defending this, the soul of a strike. 

Yet gradually . an immense work has been clone. Progress has lk"U: 
made since these years when almost everything seemed crushed, wi1; a 
the only light we saw gleaming was maintained by the Trade-union i,..1-; 
of this country. At the time of the dockers' strike an attempt was. 111;1.\0 

to create an international union.~ An Eight hours day movement \' •13 

begun in. Chicago, . when the five Anarchists were hanged. The M .y 
Day movement was started. A great meeting was held in Hyde Pa1 k 
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in .1891, and great hopes were awakened all ove~ the worid in regard 
to its success, which could be carried ·by the workers tl}.emselves in their 
unions. ' u nha.ppily it drifted into parliamentary c_hannels, so much was 
talked.about an eighth~:mrs bill and gradually it has faded'away. ~t was a 
fact of the greatest importance when the engineers again began this 
move:ne!\t. We have had several months of -resistance, and you know 
how it has ended. 'rhe capitalists hav~ united all over the world; they 
went to Germany, France and Austria to get help in crushing the 
English engineers~ 

'l'his defeat-for if it is not a victory it is a defeat-what does it 
show. ? That it is time · to coine out of those conditions of forty years 
ago w_hen t~e Trade-unionists could do no more than timidly offer 
a- passive resistance, and to enter a new pe1·iod of const1·iwtive activity. 

When anythi_ng is brought up just now, something to be done 
for · the workers, our ·ruli_ng classes have but one answer to it. 'rhe 
Housing of the poor, for instance-tons of matter have been writ­
ten 3:bout tl~is. . When anything is proposed what do they say? 
"Wait, ~Va1t a little. Wait a bit. Wait." You have your children 
~d?cated m the schools. This may be pretty good, but your 
~hildren go hungry. You are told to wait, wait, wait. You would be 
pauperised, remember,. if they were fed ! '.l'he problem of the irnemp­
~oped? _The Lan~ gomg out of cultivation ? In every direction there 
~s a problem standmg and when you ask for a solution of it, they have 
no answer for µs but " vVait. vVait a little. Wait a bit. Wait. Let 
µs see what the political economists say. Wait." 
. No; we must not wait. Are the workers of EnO'land now less intel­
ligent than in the time of the guilds, that they co

0
uld not ma.nacre in­

dustries as their for~fathers did? · 'fhey 'tell us you could not ma°nage, 
you could not crgamse them. I must be very much mistaken if you 
<f?uld not mana~e. them as well as your masters. The capitalists are con­
tmually coz:iplammg t.hat they cannot manage indust1·ies well enough to 
pe productive; t~1ey are too poor to pay you a living wage. Well, if they 
cannot manage mclustry without exploiting us so, let them go. We don't 
want th~m; we can manage better than they have done yet. 
~ I a~v1se everybody t~ read in this connection the book of Bellamy's, 
Equ_alit_y. Here yo~ will find a brilliant proof of the uneconomical or· 
ga111sat10n of the present day. He does not criticise it from the stand­
pqint of m_orµJity, of Ch.risti~nity, Le shows simply that it is the most · 
}1neconomical yon could 1magme,. t~e most wasteful. . The idea is grow~ 
mg amongst the workers that it is not for them to be considered out­
siders in industry. Y 0~1 are told that you have nothing to say in the 
management of_th~se tlungs~ ·th~ present is a good time to begin saying 
you have, that it is the capitalist who is the outsider and that the · or­
ganisation of industry must be taken into the hands of the workers 
This is .ont1 movement, _in ~hich you have only to be logical; to corn~ 
to the necessary conclus10n imposed upon you by the managers of in-
dustry themselves. • 
. Then .you see the co-operative movement, since it has organised a mar­
ket, movrng on_ now t~w~rds producti?n; Socialist ideas are penetrating it; 
~any of the. people m it a:e ret~rnmg to its old conception, that they 
Eihould co~bme not ~or laymg aside a few shillings by the end of the 
year, but for the takmg over of all the ip.dustries which are now in tli e 
~ands of the capitalist. 
· . And:"~- see a thir~ movemen~ growing more and more, in the attempt 
of the c1t1es to org~mse s~1c~ thmgs as the tramways,·gas, -the water sup­
pl;y: and s? on. ~t is a childish movement yet, and will remain sO'as long 
~!? ~t contmues m the hands of governincr bodies But brina it to its 
logical conclg~ion, let it take its full devel~pment,' and it will be that 
'f!ie people themselves m_ust take possession of the territory, of the city, of 
i,ts hous_es, of all the city contams for the satisfaction of all needs of the 
populat10n. _ 
• ~ake these three different movements, _ and let them take their 

log1c'.1l dev~lopment. Imagine a. Trade Union movement not only 
for mcre~smg ~ages .and . reducmg hours, but inspired by the 
grander idea of . get~mg rid of the drones and taking possession 
of the work~ ; im~gu_ie the Co-operative movement, inspired too 
by a gr:1nder idea, a1mmg not only at a small benefit to the members of 
the society, bu~ at ?rganising t?e distribution and production of all the 
t.h~ c?untry;. imagm~ the third movement emerging from its present 
Gh1ld1~h pli~sis? growmg to become a man-the people---'-and this · man 
ass~rt1?g his nghts on the territory, the houses, all the necessaries for 
~atisfymg t?e ne~ds of the whole population. Who · has made all that 
is valuable ~n ~city ?-The inhabitants themselves! And if it· be the 
presence ap.d labou_r of t~e ~e?ple round about it, why should it be the 
:proper.ty 9f .a private md1v1dual? - Why should not the city take 
i:p.to . its pos.sess~on . everything that . stands upon the ground of 
t.he city and the city itself, those values created by its inhabitants not 
to-day or yesterdar but by many centuri~s of work?; imagine that these 
thre~ movements, m~tead of always seekmg a governor or even a dicta­
~or, mstead _of stoppm&' half-way, take their entire development, combine 
amongst themselve~, with freedom not for the whole city or union only 
but for ever7 separate part of it; imagine these things and we have, not 
yet the Social Revolution, but the beginning of the Social Revolution. 

. I appeaJ to yot;t m~mbers of the Trades Unions now. · Hitherto you 
h~ve admitted t~e righ~ of t _he employer to consider the factory, the 
m~ne, ~s som(fthmg. wh1ch belonged to him alone. You have treated 
with him, but you have always rec?gnised hi~ right, the right of giving 
!ou ,such or .. sqci1 wage:s, ?f produ~mg as he hked, of opening or closing 
it .. The grea,t change m ideas wh1c~ must be produced is that 'l'rades 
U mons shou_ld no longer . recogmse that right, that they should 
recognise ;t~::tt w~ic~ ~·esults from , the labour . ~; ,_ all cannot belong 
to any s~p;:i,rate , mdi v1dual. What . we have .al,l. ~-Ol·ked for and pro-
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duced, what every~ne has contributed to, no one has a right to take in­
to his own hands. For you, the Trade-unionists of England, l.t is 'time 
to recognise that these changes are not for the twenty-first_ century but 

-for the immediate future. It is time to combine your efforts in these 
three directions, and joining hands across frontiers and oceans, to pro· 
claim that at last is arriving the emancipation of the workers. 

PAGES OF SOCl4.LIST Q:ISTORY. 
IX. 

MATElt;J:ALISM AND SLAVERY. 

Engels and his very scientific disciples have denounced the material­
ism of naturalists as vulga1·, that is to say all inductive science itself. 
Does there then exist another kind of materialism for the use of the elect 
and privileged ?-It seems there exists a dialectic materialism invented 
by them, and this materialism has nothing in common with that of 
naturalists. . 

Dialectic materialism ! What a monstrosity, and what may we not 
expect from su?h a z:iixture ? Dialectic is proper to metaphysics and 
has no connection with science; whereas materialism in our times is 
inductive science itself. It is the general basis of all ;ositive knowledge, 
of all present evolutionist philosophy, and there exists no science save 
the sophistic medley known by the name of Social-Democracy, that is 
not based on the vulga1· materialism of naturalists. I shall remind the 
so~~ists of_ E.ngel.'s school. what Marx said on this subject in 1845: 

Materialism is the cluld of England .... i The true founde1· of the 
materialisrn and inductive science of modern times is Bacon'. For him 
science _consists so~ely of the. natural Hciences ... science is ·experience ... · 
I_nduct10n, analysis, observa~10n are the principal e lements of the ra­
t10nal method. Movement is the inseparable property of matter ... and 
the f_orce that creates even anima ted beings... You cannot separate 

_ the idea of movement from matter which engenders it... Man is sub., 
ject to the same laws as nature." 

~peaking.of the influence of materialist and sensationalist English 
philosophy m France, Marx says: "The need of a positive and anti- . 
metaphysical system was felt in that country... Locke's work appeared 
at the right time." 

How is it, I a.sk Engels's disciples again, that Bacon and Locke, the 
"founders of materialism, of inductive science and the antimetaphysical 
system," are called by Engels founders of metaphysics ? And how do 
they dare to tell workers that they " created narrowness in the ideas of 

. the la~t ~wo centuries ... metaphysical reasoning"? that there exists a 
r:r;iateriahsm other t?an that of the natural sciences? And by what 
righ_t do these pupils of Hegel's metaphysical and reactionary school 

. attribute to th~~selves the invention of materalism, while combating 
the true materialism of naturalists? How can they tell w01:kers that 
th.e economic ~xplanation of history (see chap. VIII), elaborated by all 
science, was discovered by them and that just this discoverv is true 
materialism ? "' 

. Ii;i spite of the!r scientific pretensions, I believe that Engels and his 
d1sc1ples have chiefly acted out of ignorance. Let them therefore listen· 
~o wh~t a g:·eat German naturalist says on the materialism of "vulgar'' 
mductive sciences. Perhaps they will learn that Bacon's and Locke's 
idei:s, adoRted by ~arx when ne~ther he nor Engela aspired to an inter· 
nat10nal d1c~atorsh1p, that these ideas enriched and developed, consti­
tute the basis of all contemporary science and philosophy. 

"Our conceptior~ of Monism, or the unity-philosophy," says Haeckel2, 
"?°: t~e .contrary, is _clear and unambiguous; for it an immaterial living 
~pir1t is JUSt as ur_ithm~able as a dead, spiritless material; the two are 
msepar~bly combmed m every atom... for according to our monistic 
co.ncept10n, en~rgy ai;id matter are inseparable, being only different in­
alienable mamfestat10ns of one single universal being-substance ... 
These fixed groups of primitive atoms are the atoms of the­
elements-the well-known · in_divisible' atoms of chemistry... Thus, 
~or.example, th~ 3:tom of carbon (the real 'maker' of the organic world) 

. is m all probab1!1ty a tetrahedron made up of _four primitive atoms ... 
After the glowmg sphere of the earth had cooled down to .a certain 
d~~ree (according to La.place's hypothesis), drops of fluid water pre­
c;p1_tate thems_e~ves on the ~ar~ened crust of its surface-the first pre­
hmmary condition of orgamc life. Carbon atoms becrin their or(J'anism­
enge~der~ng activity, and unite with the other ele~ents into ~lasma­
combmat10ns capable of growing... the history of descent now leads us 
on step by step from the oldest Metazoa, the simplest pluricellurar ani­
mals, up to man... OL:r hu_man body has been built up slowly and by · 
degrees from a long Renes of vertebrate ancestors, and this is also true 
?f our. soul; as a. function of our brain it has gradually been deyeloped 
m _rec1proc'.1l act10n and re-action with this its bodlly organ. What we. 
bi:ie~ly des1gna~e R:s the "human soul," is only the sum of our feeling, 
w11lmg, and thmkmg-the sum of those physiological functions whose 
el_ement_ary organs are c?~sy~J..).~ed by the microscopic ganglion-cells of -
oui· br3:m... Comp~ra~1V.~·' p&ys P,ology teaches us how, hand in hand 
~~er~TI:~1 _the sou~ itself./;~~:.f:un.ction of the brain, has been developed. 
Ih~ :;!~~;~~med sCience te~~~-~s us also that a primitive form of soul.. 
acti~f~Y: :rs ..:already present ·even in the lowest animals the sincrle-celled 
prirrii,~iye 'animals, Infu~oria and Rhizopoda. Every ~cieµtifl~ ~an who 
has long observed the life-activity of these singJe~cei~d Protista, is 

' _: ~-_3·.~.,_.;~-------

(1) See ~is article on French materialism (1845) repr~dil'ced by Die Neue Zeit. 
(2) Monism, an address delivered on Oct. 9th, 1892 at Altenburg· London 

1895, Black. ' ' · 
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positive!)'." c~~vinced that t_hey :ilso .possess· ~ soul;· _that ~~is 'cell-soul" 
also consists of a sum of sensat10ns, perceptions, and voht10ns; the feel­
ing, thinking, and willi:µg of our human ~oul _differ from these only in 
degree... We now definitely know that the organic world on our earth 
has be.en as continuously developed, 'in. accordance with eternal iron 
l~ws,' as Lyell had in 1830 shown to be the case for the inorganic frame 
of the earth itself; we know that the innumerable varieties of animals . 
and plants; which during the course of millions of years have peopled 
our planet are all simply br~nches of one single genealogical kee; we 
know that the hum.an race.itself forms only one of the newest, highest, 
and most perfect offshoots from the race of the Vertebrates." 

Speaking of human morality, Haeckel says: " 'Do to others as you 
would they should do to you.' This nat,ural and highest command had 
been taught and followed thousands of years before Christ said : ·'Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.' In the human family this maxim 
has always been accepted as self. evident; as ethical in2tinct it was an 
inheritance derived from our animal ancestors. It had already found 
a place among the herds of Apes and other social Mammals." . 

Animal-man, man produced by organic evolution from the moral and · 
physiological point of view, is the basis of science nowadays. All men · 
of science, even fervent Catholics, like Secchi and J\foigno, have adopted < 
the doctrine in about the same terms as Haeckel... In fact, nowadays, 
nobody talks of materialism as of a doctrine apart. I repeat, materialism 
has become synonymous with science. At the time of the Encycloped­
ists, when science was invaded by theology and metaphysics, or at the 
beginning of the century, when the doctrine of cataclysms dominated 
in Geology and Cuvier disowned the doctrine of Larnarck and Geffroy­
Saint-Hilaire, at that time the controversy about materialism was of 
grea.t importance. But for fifty years, to call yourself materialist signi­
fies simply not to be an ignoramus that denies scien.ce, not to be a theo­
logian, a talmudist, a metaphysiciai1, or a Social-Democrat, As for 
Engels, who was beginning to emancipate himself from the absurdity 
of metaphysics under the influence of Feuerbach, scientific doctrines 
must have appeared a kind of revelation to him. But he had no grounds 
for attributing to Marx and to himself the invention of these element­
ary truths of modern science. 

And I have my doubts that Engels ever completely emancipated him­
self from metaphysics. He shows himself neither materialistic nor 
scientific in his polemics with Dlihring, when he entirely denies the in­
fluence of force in history, or when he glorifies slavery as a boon to 
mankind: 

" In general," we read in Engels, ·'private property was not the result 
of pillage or violence... it was broug·ht about by econon:1ic causes. 
Violence plays no pa.rt in its creation... The whole history of the ori­
gin of private property is based exclusively on economic causes, and to 
explain it, it is not necessary to refer to violence, to pillage, to the State1 

or to any other political intervention... Property must be created by 
work before it can be appropriat·ed by force... Before slavery becarn.~ 
possible, production and inequality of distribution must have already 
existed." · 

No violence, no State or forcible intervention ... It is production it­
self that engenders ineq Llality, oppression, slavery .. _ If it is so, what 
an abomination, a cnrse to humanity must be production and work, that 

' aTe only sources of social iniquities ! 
_But what may I ask was the theory primitive men depended on ? 

What capital did they need when killing one another to regale them­
selves on human flesh? 

Engels as a true Sophist, triumphantly teaches Dlihring that· Robin­
son Crusoe captured Friday because Rohinson was a representative of 
high culture and was the better armed . "Producers supplied· with th? · 
better weapons iaways triumphed over inferior producers," he adds. But 
Robinson saved Friday from the not very pleasant prospeJt of being 
eaten by his noble fellow-citizens. These latter had triumphed over . 
~riday before Robinson. Had they triumphed by their superior educa­
t10n or by force? Diel Menelik and the Abyssinians beat the Italians 

_,because they are more advanced in civilization and in methods of pro..; 
duction, or because they were stronger? . And did Barbarians destroy 
Greco-Roman civilization ·because they were more developed, rnore in­
dt'.strious and more ci vilizecl? No it was force, brutality, violence that 
trrnmphed . 

. \Vhere did Engeis find his pernicious doctrine that legalises oppression 
and slavery? He has many times s::oicl that· he expressed Marx' ideas. 
B~t th~ latter never ·denied the part played by force_ and viole~1ce, 
neither m economical nor in political He. " ... The unity of great nat10ns 
has been c1·eated by v·iolence, and in our times it has become a powei'f ul 
factor o~ so?ial production." (Marx, Civil war in :F'rance in 1870-71.) 

V~ho is right, Nfarx admitting, accordipg to history, the part pbyed 
by violence, or Engels preaching to. workers that they are exploited 
and oppressed accol'Ciing to their own slavish good will? 

And on what does he base himself when he teaches that without 
slave1·y, ancient Geeece and its arts and sciences could not have been 
developed : or th11t slavery at that time w11s a great step towar.d's pro­
gress? If slavery was a progressive factor in history, why did the 
same. Greece fall into a barbarous state under Turkish rule? . Slavery 
flourished in those parts till the beginning of our century. How did it 
happen ~hat during twenty ceuturies, the same nation with the same . 
slavery, msteacl ef continuin.g its incomparable civilisation, fell more 
and more into a savage state? ~ 

I k. no. w of no si1ch exu,m•:le civen in any liternture except am.on.2: the hkl f 1 <:> • . v 
up o ers o slavery. The apologis'ts of despotism and slavery sn.y, at 

(1) Why then wish to .conqurir the State? 

least, that theY, ar~ the 'representatives_ of armed ·. power· and that tha 
people, the rabble,· must Q.pey theni .. ' But. here is the le~a.der of scientific 
Socialism who·tells :workers that thefr fathers submi.ttecl voluntarily to 
the rich, that force was not necessary to bring them to sell themselves 
and their children, and that they pt1shed cowardice so ~ar as to volunta-~~ 
rily cede to the rich the right of the fast wedding night ! . · ~ 

Nobody had ever outraged the proletariate in such a way. 'fo put 
forwar:d such an assertion, a man must be a confirmed sophist, but no 
scientist. Poor science, what stupidities and monstrosities Engels 
preached in your name ! ·· 

And they try to impose all this mass of obs~urities and brutishness 
as scientific Socialism on German workers. BL1t the Gerrrnu1 workmen 
are too intelligent, too kind, too frank-hear-ted, to ramain under the 
influence of such a doctrine for long. And we alrea,dy feel the signs 
of approaching revolt. · · "· 

AMERICAN NOTES .. 

There is little to report this month; the movement seems frozen 
along with the frost on the poor man's windows. Only, a frozen move­
ment is not half so pretty to conteniplate. The government steadily 1. 

pursues its policy of restriction, conformably, it must be admitted, to 
the demands of the labour movement, though if the bourgeoisie were . 
demanding something else the labor managers would soon see how little 
their clamours had to do with it. However it is policy to allow the 
latter to believe themselves heeded, so long as they are foolish enough 
to look to the same methods as have proved profitable to the masters . . 
It makes them think they have a docil.e government, a government · 
which does their sovereign will. l t vindicates the great American su­
perstition, the belief in the power of our political institutions to right 
all wrongs, and obey all voters. Well, if they contint+e there will be 
nobody left to shoot but Americans. Then we shall see bow the labor 
leaders will like it. 

The corporation of Philadelphia has forbidden the employment of' 
aliens ~on her public works. A European might consider this from a 
moral ~tandpoint; we do not; we consider that this will force foreigners 
to naturalize and the several dollars which the naturalization papers will 
cost will bring an income to the office. We are a practical people; our 
profeseions of equal liberty are maintained quite as the Church main­
tains its Christianity-that is to say we trade in them, they are a good 
label, they help us to sell our wares. The city of Toronto has responded 
to Phitadelphia by enacting an exclusion clause forbidding employme1:t 
of all aliens, "particularly subjects of the United Slates 11 on her public 
works. Fences, fences! More fences ! Meanwhile the wise old mother 
country smiles and continues her time-proven policy of saving up res­
trictions for peoples to helpless to resist them. She has learned her 
lesson. If George the III could get up he might wonder what the mis­
chief the Americans kicked about. But he might retire again with the 
comforting reflection that sornebody ·else would have to "get it in the 
neck " the next time. 

The Firebrand case drags, as everything which begins to go round the 
circles of the courts. The first. court has convicted, and according to 
reports sentence would have been passed irr{rnediately had it not been . 
for the fairness of judge Bellinger, who gave time for an a_ppeal. The 
whole affair at this distance appea,rs rather mixed. The issue of Free 
Society of January 23. contains an article which makes two co1li.nts in the . 
indictment, one for "The Woman who waits for me/' and a letter en­
titled: ·'It depends on a Woman"; the other for" Marriage v. Liberty," 
a contribution. We are not told upon which count the conviction wa& 
secured, but ·in the issue of January I 6, it is stated by F. A. C. that "it . 
p.,ppears to have been Whitman's '\~7ornan who waits for me.'" 

It requires considerable credulity to believe this. The poem (1) has 
gone thi·ough the mails for years, and it would appear that the barest . 
statement of that fact to a jury should have been sufficient. The letter 
is a much more likely subject for conviction. Yet to Government all 
things are possible .. 

The most tragic event is the approaching murder of Worden by the 
St itte of California. This. man whom, we are told by every one con­
cerned in the strike of the Railway men of 1894, that is in a position to 
know, is the victim of the gr~t1t R. R: corporations. He is accused of 
complicity in the train wrecking which caused the death of seYera~ U.S. -
soldiers; and according to the evidence is as ·wrongfully charged as wete 
our men in '~6. Eugene V. Debs makes a stirring appeal in his behalf 
in the Soc·ial-Deniocrat, but there is no likelihood that it will be heeded. 
Ex-president ,Cleveland himself, the very man who ordered .out tlre Fe­
deral Troons, declares his belief in Worden's innocence. But a re-elec­
tion, though out o,f the question to Cleveland, is not so to the jG~vern ()r 
of California.. He will want the support of the great corporat10ns at . 
the next election; he will hang Worden to get it. Such are "republican 
politics." · 

VoLTAIRINE DE CLEYRE. 

A CONCERT AND'. DANCE 
will be held at Christ Church Hall, Hanshury Street, Spit~lfield, E., on Satar- -
day, March 26th, 1898, in aid of the funds for' the publication of a weekly 
Anarchist paper. Commence at 8 p. m. Admission by ticket 6cl. 
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NOTES. 
'~THE BALLAD OF' HEADING G~oL~ ~:; A';{ 3 ~ '~*; \i J.., clti ' 
: One of the heaviest blows ever struck against our prison system is 

the publication of this "Ballad." C. 3. 3., the author, is an unhappy 
offender against and victim of' the law, whose identity will be obvious 
to most readers. 

Never before can we remember to have read of the effect in the prison 
itself of an execution. Terrible beyond description must be the tension 
of the nerves of the wretched inmates; but C. 3. 3. gives us a picture 
that weighs like a nightmare on the mind. And the irony of it all is 
that the only one who slept was the condemned rrnary,. Such is the moral 
o'.f capital punishment. -

In two verses .which we will quote we are told in words which burn 
into our hearts, how this boastful century with its progress and refine­
ment treats its "criminals.'' 

The vilest deeds like poison weeds 
Bloom well in prison air; 

It is only what is good in Man 
That wastes and withers there; 

Pale Anguish keeps the heavy gate, 
And. the Warder is Despair. 

For they starve the little frightened child 
Till it weeps both night and day; 

And they scourge the weak and flog the fool, 
And gibe the old and gray, 

And some grow mad, and all grow bad, 
And n:one a word may say. 

- It would be well if tho&e in high places who "dispense justice" could 
l~arn and repeat these two verses as a grace before meat. 

THE BouRTSEV CASE. 

In another column we put the facts of the Bourtsev case before our 
readers. The trial and sentence is to our mind one of the worst judi­
cial scandals that has happened in England for many a year. We begin 
to wonder if England has any of her sturdy manhood left that such 
things can happen with scarcely a protest. Even the " great radical 
organ," the Daily Clw·onicle, tried to make it smooth for the law. Yet 
almost the next day it writes of the Hevolution of 148: "Harely was 
any great movement marked by higher qualities, rarely has any move­
.ment awakened more ardent hopes," knowing full well that the heroes 
of '48 were even more revolutionary than Bourtzev. If he had been 
here in '48 he would have found a home: to-day he finds a prison. 

· What Tennyson said of the partition of Poland is worth quoting 
against us now : 

.... " Lord how long shall these tl:iings be ? 
How long this icy-hearted Muscovite 
Oppress the region ? Us 0 Just and Good, 

. Forgive who smiled when she was torn in three; 
Us who stand now when we should aid the right­
A matter to be wept with tears of blood ! " 

ANOTHER CASE. 

Weak minded people imagine Loi~ Vv illiam Neville's sentence vin­
dicates the justness of the law. Cannot these people see that the 
sentence-which we i;rotest against, as we do all sentences-is a mock­
ery of justice. The law has caught a vulgar liar and a cheat, a disgust­
ing specimen of his class~that is all. But what of those whom the law 
leaves untouched, what of Earl Dudley at Quarry Bank, of Lord 
Peurhlyn in vVales; the brutal mine owners; those employers ·who 
poison young girls with white lead; the Colonel Dyer gang and a host 
of others ? All these people have caused untold misery and suffering 
for the basest of motives-the love of wealth and power. And the law 
supports them in crimes, in comparison with which Lord Neville's was 
a drop in the ocean . ~ 

Why did he not take to company promoting? He might then have 
kept within the law, and swindled with an easy conscience. 

A CONDEMNATION FOR OPINION. 
THE CASE OF VLADIMIR BOURTZEV. 

Bourtzev, a political refugee, escaped from Siberia, since the age of 
seventeen a victim of atrocious persecutions by . the police of the tsar, 
has just been sentenced to eighteen months hard labour... To no pur­
pose he had broken out of the enormous gaol known as the Empire of 
the tsar : the agents of the latter had him arrested and sentenced here 
in London, in a so-called free country. 

What was his crime? He published a Hnssion paper Narodovoletz in 
which he exposed that his unfortunate country is oppressed and dis­
graced by the tsar and his government of gendarmes and police, that 
every honest Hussian must fight against oppression and despotism, to 
introduce a constitution like that in force even in Bulgaria, Servia and · 
other countries. He called upon_ his · countrymen to revolt-and Eng­
lishmen of to-day, forgetting that they obtained their constitution by a 
series of revolts and one great revolution which decapitated a king,­
sentenced him to eighteen months hard labour! To keep up appear­
ances, the accusation said, with national hypocrisy : ·" he excited to 
homicide and conspired against the life of the tsar." 

This is not true ! 
Before all, Bourtzev did not conspire because he published his ideas 

in a paper. Crowned heads, their ministers, their police . conspire 
against humanity, but newspaper articles were never held to be con­
spiracies. Publicity excludes all idea of conspiracy. It is futile when 
the accusation tries to make us believe that his paper was a secret pub­
lication. Every number bore his address (vVestcroft Square, Hammer­
smith1 W.) and the name of the editor. It were as well to call .the 
Times a secret paper, a monstrous absurdity. 

Furthermore, where did the prosecution find a direct incitment to 
marder Nicolas II, the present tsar? Vie defy anyone to indicate 
such a passage from Bourtzev's paper. It is neither given in the reports 
before us published in the P. J1f. G., W. G., D. N., D. Ohr., Standa,1·d 
and other papers, nor in the quotations given in the accusation, for it 
does not exist. All which the accusation could quote for its support · 
are the following remarks : 

l. "We are revolutionists, not only to the extent of a direct rising 
of the people, but to the extent of military conspiracies, to the extent 
of nocturnal invasions of the palace, to the extent of bombs and dyna­
mite." 

But where is the naine of the tsar? This is a definition of revolu­
tionary action, but by no means an appeal to assasination, and Bour tzev 
is simply p1·osecuted as a 1·evolictionist. Did Cromwell, Milton an_d others 
act otherwise ? So they were assasins ? Yes, in the eyes of the spies 
and the secret police who rule this country at the present time. But 
for history, for the nation, they are its greatest glories. To reactionists 
whom the police ever and always protect, every revolutionist is an as­
sassin. Did not Disraeli cry that Mazzini conspired " with the assassins 
of Europe the men who point their daggers at the breasts of our allies"? 

But what government dared to prosecute Mazzini? At that 
time England was not ruled by Scotland Yard. 

The most revolting fact is that this quotation is taken from Stepniak's 
book Nihilism as it is, published in England for years. Was the au­
thor ever prosecuted ? Never. But Bourtzev who quoted him, is sen­
tenced to eighteen months hard labour ... 

2. The accusation affirmed thn.t Bourtzev glorified the attempts made 
against the life of the tsars, that he glorified Sophia Perovskaia and 
other Russian revolutionists. 

If one praises Crom well or the Convention of the Great French Hevo-
1 ution--will that al"o bring on a sentence of eighteen months hard 
labour ? Perhaps it may in our period of secret international police 
rule... But twelve or fi fteeu years ago, an author, praising Sophia 
Perovskaia, became famous. Unclergi·ound Russia,, by the same Step­
niak (a book translated into most European languages), is an eloquent 
praise of Russian revolutionists and before all of this sublime woman 
admired by the whole world, of Sophia Perovskaia. Stepniak, for his 
admiration, became a world-known author, an\i English advanced socie­
ties received him with open arms-whilst Bourtzev is sent to hard labour 
in an English prison. 

The prosecution and condemnation of a Hussian sympathising \vith 
his revolutionary countrymen who organised attempts against tsars is 
the height of monstrosity. Did not one of these revolutioniste, L. Hart­
man, who had blown up the imperial train at Moscow in 1879, live for 
years openly in Lorn:lon, received in society, and who is living now with­
out hiding himself in full liberty in America? And Bourtzev who ap­
proves of him, is condemned to eighteen months hard labour! 

Let honest people decide. ls this a crime or is it justice ? 

Celebration of the Commune. 
A public meeting to celebrate the proclamation of the Commune of 

Paris 1871, will be held at the 

HALL of the WORKINGJ/IEN'S CLUB & INSTITUTE, 

next to Holborn Town Hall, ClerkenweH Road, E. C., on FnrnAY, MARCH l8th. 
{ 1>~ 

Spectkers: H. KELLY (ofNewYork), J·.c. KENWORTHY, 
H. STOCKTON, P. CAMPBELL, P. CURRAN, 

P. Kn.oPOTKINEi LOUISE MICHEL, J. TURNER, F. KITZ and other8. 

Doors open at 7,30. Oonime1. ce u. t 8 • 

. '.• .. • 
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MON.TJUICH, ..AND AFTER~ -
. In th_e November supplement full details were given of the condi­

tional liberty granted to the 113 men who were released in October last 
from. Montj~ich. This release following upon a visit made by some 
Spamsh o:fficialR to Francisco Callis while at Penon d0 la Gomera., was 
not without its suspicions. We were even unwise enough to suspect it 
for the better, but, alas, our anticipations were too optimistic. When 
the ~ews ft.a.she~ throughout Europe that their release had taken place, 
nothrng was sa.id of the conditions, and generosity was attributed as 
the motive for such an act. · 

It is an ingenious mind that could so definat ~ly unravel such a mys­
tery and thus conclude. To assume generosity is to assume something 
above the law, but Senor Larocca's conduct was even a violation of the 
law! 

The four days interrogation by him was nothing short of an insult 
to the two Courts Martial that acquitted these 11ien and to the men 
themselves as innocent beings. What did Larocca do 1 He put them 
through a process that is only meted out to confirmed criminals and the 
vilest suspects. He treated them as if they had just been ·placed under 
arrest on suspicion of the very crime for which they were acquitted on 
two occasions, and as if their discha.rge ~ounted for nothing, though 
delayed 17 months. 

New governments like most new things are al ways generous, for we 
know them not. 

Fools believed it of Sagasta's government and diplomacy prevailed. 
Senor Larroca knew of Callis's confession and the intended trial and so 
hoped by the one "generous'' act to pave the way for the le>'S " O'en-
erous" one to follow. n 

The first row made the second easier. He is cruel enough to know 
tha.t to try Callis while Montjuich still reeked of the blood shed by his 
precleeessors, and its dungeons and torture chambers filled with 
men who w~re kei;it lor::ked in by the keys of power hanging at his side, 
would ~ut mtensify the bitterness prevailing a.gain~t Spain. Thus 
counseHmg to himself, these rne-n were released rather than to openly 
expose the worn out broom with which they are to sweep the accumu­
lated refuse. An exposure that would have courted the same fate 
that befel General AgzcMraga. 

There can surely be no other motive attributable to his "generosity." 

For purposes of keeping the record of Spanish affd.irs in order we now 
produce below extracts from the letter addressed by Emanuel Enrique 
-Callis's accomplice-to the Revue Blanche, in which he gave an out­
line of the origin of the Fomentol explosion and their connection with 
same. 

It was addressed from "The prison of Barcelona, Oct. 3lst, 1897." 
In the summer of 1885 there was a strike of masons in the town, 

and among their demands was tID.e reduction .of the working day to 8 
hours. On Sept. lst, the masters met, and after· lengthy discussion re­
fused to concede this demand. Immediately after a bomb was hurled 
in their midst, wounding some 5 in number.2 Emanual Enrique then 
proceeds: "I was arrested for the first time on June 11 th 1896, re­
leased, then re-arrested on August 6th, same year." These arrests, it 
muat be mentioned, were in cennection with the Clambios N uevo[> affair, 
and finally acquitted by both Court lVIartioJs. Continuing : "Thomas 
Ascneri having been put to the torture became the accuser of all those 
who were impli~ated in the affair of Ca.mbios Nuevos; it is not to be 
wondered at, that, when they had made him say everything they wished 
him to say concerning the said trial, he answered by a shrug of the 
shoulders when they asked him what he knew about me. Seeing this, 
the military judge asked him: 'Do you remember that he is one of the 
accomplices of the author of the Fomento attempt in 1885 i' To which 
he answered without looking at rue: 'Yes'; and questioned again: 
'Do not you know this through Callis i' he again said: 'Yes'; so that 
in dn1.wing up the act of confronta,tion there appeared as au.thor and 
inform{~ r Francisco Callis, who, terrorized by the tortures inflicted on 
him, sigr:ed everything he was toid to sign-and it was on account of 
~hese declarations I ~vas implicated in the new trial, witbout. know­
mg it.3 

"Now this is sufficient to fill with fear the most serene of souls. 
Ascheri pn~tt>ndi-d that the accusa,tion against me was communicated 
to 1:1 1:1 bJ'. Callis, and Callis in his statements (folio 1234 of tbe Oambios 
exanrmat10ns) denies having spoken to anyone about it-this is the first 
contradiction. 

1 ln the November snpphme11t tbe Atharireum was the place mentioned; the 
error _was correct.ed Lut ntg~ectc-d by the compositor. Tbe Fomento is a large 
li_aU _·where puhhc, compames and employers in -various indmitries assemble to 
discuss their hft:.,,irs. 

2 J'here were none kill. d as preYiO ~lSly; reforted; 5 injured was the actual 
r.;i;ult. 

3 In rur November issue ther;; ·was referlnce to this trial in the letter of Callis 
criginaUy 1-ublished in Revue Blanche, Sept. 15th, 189i. 

"I must remark tha-i; I -was co-.nfre[1ted · ~~itir :As~·heri, my accuser, but 
that they took care. not to C'>nfrout rn'~ wit!1 · Callis, th :~ involir.,nta,ry 
nuth~.r of the proceedmgs taken against we-i.nd it is e;tsily underst.ood, 
for, had I been confronted with him, I could. not have fail~d to see on 
the face of (?allis the marks of the martyrdom he had been suLje~·ted. 
to and of which the traces are s~ill very visible, . 

According t? Ca.llis's second interrogation, without . us ever having 
s~en or k_now~ each other, l 'met h,i1n in .. a t ;wern where I propos9ci to 
h1~ to commit .. the outra~e; this he accepted and then we parted.' If 
th1~ wer~ trne, 111 presenting myself at the Fvmento I should hwe bP.ea 
boun'1 to be recognised by one of the master build~rs who C3nstituted 
the meeting and who knew rue full well, the muble · -..~orkers' and 
ruasons' trades being closely allied." . 
. H~ then ex~lai~1s tl~at when _Fran?isco C dlis was confronted by the 
~udge of the d1~trict Ol P~rc, he .admitted the confession but explaine4 
it was made rnvoluntarily, wl11le under tot'ture. V\7 hen Ascberi was 
confronted by the same jud(Ye he made a sim ilar declaration· on bein<Y 
asked the manner in which Callis confiJed to l1im he faile1 t~ O'ive an; 
explanation. · ' · · 

0 

In defence of himstlf (~uriq ue), he proceeds ; "I _must mention a 
fact of the greatest importance: President S enor Miro of the meetino­
which was held i~ the Fomento on the day of the explosion, was precis; 
ly the _master builder of the coustruction of an ediface which w.:ts then 
being built in Gerone or del Brucli Street, and if Senor Miro had seen 
strangers in the hall, and seeill~ rue amon<Y them he mu.>t have "recoo--

. d " 1'1 ' d <J 

0 
' 0-n ise me. Jen m efence of the theory tii a,t the charge waq fab :·ic-

ated, he declares that ''in the ofi:L:i1:1,I docum ent, the comm in for of the 
:Municipal Guard of Gracia, Duo Antonio J:<ernandl"'z, mentions a c]ue 
to the supposed author of the erime 1md yet 11othiog is doue to folio .v 
up t!ie sceu t. · 

O?-e ~f tire victims of the evplo.>ion who was mttimed, Don Juan y 
Rovira, is reported to have gi veu the names of strangers p resent at t he 
Fomento, an~ong .whom Callis a,ud Eurique :ire not men t ioned, while 
the prosecution did not bother about those p resent. 

Tbe counsel for their defence was Puig de Asprer, a celebrctted 
lawyer, w~o. laid before the Coul"t l\Iartj,t[ an affidavit emanating 
from the c1VIl government of Botrcelona declarina that on Au crust 18tb 
188), he embarked from Barceloni:t for M1r~eilles, and .;a,, not i~ 
Barcelona on Sept. lst, d1;1,te of the explosion The tribunal however 

f . ' ' re used to add this a:ffidavitt to the evidence by arguing, "that the 
proofs placed before us, having no connection with the incriminatin<Y 
facts, are not admissible." · 

0 

Continuing: 
"My counsel als<J proposed to add to th ~ evidence a demand ad­

dress ·~ d. to his Excellency the .Minister of vV a.r by Epifanio U-1us and 
others, m order to prove that tortures had been inflicted at Montj uich. 
The demand was not admitted; neither were other proofs and doru­
ments asked of the Minister of \Var, such as tile certificate of the sen­
tence pronounced on April 28t..h Ltst on Ascheri and others, the copies 
of state~ents made by Ascheri demanded of tbe Cctptain General of 
Cat~loma, the confrontations to which Asd1eri was subjected; the 
official _report of the Court Mi;l,rtia.l's sittings, the sentence pct~sed on 
~schen and the certificate pro\'ing that in .all the said documents there 
is no mention of a confrontation of Ascheri and Cctllis. 

''It _is eu"ou~h for me to say tb.at my wort.hy coun~el, who is also 
defendmg Callis, concludes by denying altogether and without comment 
thJ participation .of the latter in the . perpet.ra tiion of the crime and 
asks for an acquittal. It mu :; t be made known that Sanor Pui<Y de 
Asprer has up till now not been 1:1,ble to obtain an interview with O~llis, 
and consequently has not been <1.ble to present any proJf in the name 
of his client, not knowing whic 1 proofs Ca.llis w~uld have given prefer~ 
~n~e to. And although he has not been able to speak to CJ.Jlis-:-who 
is m the Penon de la. Gomera penitentiary, being sentenced to twenty 
years f~r the outrage of los Cam bio;; N uevos-al ways owing to Asch eri's 
accusa~10n~~1:1nd although he asked, without permission being grctnted, 
that his client should be transferred to Barcelon -t1 the tribunal excicte l 
of. our eounsel that he should give his evidence in two days; and as · 
this order wakes Callis defencl'.; _inipossible, our C•Jtrnsel has formally 
protested with t.he object of beiug able to appen,l for non observance of 
established rules-the procedure during the trial having already been 
recognised as illegal.-The court received this protest and accepte<l it. 
All these proceedmgs took place in the month ot July List under Cano· 
vas' government, which renders comment unnecessary.'' 

This practically is the main of t.lie communica,tion. It must be ob­
served that the whole evidence reseed on Ascheri, who was ~hot. 

The DailY_ Chrop,icle ·of Nov. 25th, 1897, in a loug leader on thif'I 
comiuunieations, concludes : " We do say that the 1011 a silenc.~ of the 
goverrnent" (and still continued) "under the aceusati~n is in itself a 
strong presu1uption of guilt; that if the fact of the tortures is e:~rn hlish­
~d it is an outrage against law and human co::scimce, ~ven to c i11siclPr 
evidence obtttined by such means, and th:it the tortures themselves are 
an abomination amongst mankind, no 1uatter of what charact~r the 
tortured men may · be." 
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. . . : . . . ''. .•. . ' ;l\. - . . . -· __ : . 
Surely the Daily_ Chr_onicle 'ha.ve'. had Jiufficient evide~ce before them, 

both, personal a.~d documental, that shouJd have put·· to rest the " cons­
cience" of any human person as to the guilt or innocence of the Spanish 
government, instead of the indefinateness that has marked its attitude 

Goun~ei for the defe~ce interrogates : 

.... practically all alon1rthe· time~ - - - --
November 1897. 

--o--

THE TRI.AL. 

Great criminal or political trials seldom pass without a tinge of 
romance, a. dark page of tragedy, and oft unlooked-for sensations. 

The Spanish Anarchist trial · was ever regarded with such interest 
by the revolutionaries of Europe as well as of Barcelona-and Spain 
itself. An incident-in one of the fiendish judicial crimes of· the cen­
tury, the Cambios Nuevos affair and the legal iniquities that accom­
panied it-were the proceedings against Francisco eallis. Enriques 
letter as summarised above explicitely sketches the· facts, now I pro­
pose to record, as briefly as possible, the proceedings, which began on 
Nov. 25th. The court is crowded with journali.:;ts, lawyers and the 
public. The gallery is packed with policemen and civil guards. Callis 
and Enrique are defended by Jose Puig de Asprer. There were 98 
witnesses in all, 89 for the defence aud 9 for the prosecution. El 

· ·Diluvio of Nov. 26th, gives a complete report of the trial and describes 
Callis as follows : 

''His countenance is very energetic and expressive of great intelli­
gence, he was clean shaved and bore cicatriees that were visible on the 
mouth where the iron ca::que had been applied, also under the right 
eye and on the forehead." 

The interrogation of Callis immediately began on his arrival. 
Attorney General.-You knew of the Fomento meeting 1 Callis.-No. 
Q.-W hat were you doing that day 7 · 
A.-I was delegate of the \Vorking Men's Federation to a strike 

meeting in Camda Street, where the men were assembled. 
Q.-Do you know Em1tnuel Enrique 7 
.A.-I mbt hire yesterday for the first time at the national prison. 
Q.-Do you admit having made a declaration of guilt 7 
A. -Yes j but everything I said was wrung from me by torture that 

· 9ontinued 8 days and nights. 
Q~-What interest had peop~e to torture you for such a declaration~ 
A.-l dou't know. What I do know is that they tortured me in a 

barbarous fa, :,hion.l 
Q.-Yeu were sentenced as an ~ccomplice in the Cambios Nuevos 

affair 7 
.A.-I admit the sentence but declare it unjust. (The presiding 

judge hete called upon Callis to avoid comments and to answer ques­
tions · only.) 

Q.-Did you make a voluntary declal'ation to anyone~ 
.A.-No. Judge Marzo drew a paper from his pocket and quietly 

requested my signature, which I gave, being unaware of its contents. 
Q.-But you made a different declaration to your advocate 7 
A.-Ye::., I know j I was threatened with further torture if I did 

not sign the first declaration, therefore I said nothing then. 
Q.-Did you know Tomas Ascheri 7 
A.-No, not until the Court Martial trial in Montjufoh. 
Counsel for the defence now questions Callis: 
Q.-Why d.id A£cheri accuse you 7 
A.-I thiuk it was due to the tortures he underwEmt. When he ac­

cused 111e he spoke very slow and inaudibly. 
Q.-Did he accuse you face to face~ A.-No. 
Q.-This document containing your declaration, is it the same ae 

previou~ly produced 1 
A .-l caunot say whether it is the same. (Judge restless.) 

· Q.-After the first declaration did you see anybody i 
A.-Y e:;, Sir; I saw N orcisso Portas and he told me that when I was 

·asked about something, I must answer in the same fashion, aad if not 
he mniaced me with Zero. 

Q.-Wliat is Zeroi 
A.-It is a cell in the Castle of Montjuich, without ventilation and 

light, ~eathlike in appearance, in which tortures were applied, but I 
was not tortured there, I was tortured in the cell next to it. They 
flogged me 8 days; I was freed of the tortures when I spewed blood. 

(After this question, counsel asked the presiding judoe to examine 
the ci.ca.trices on the pr.isorn~~'s body. . T~1is he ?ia~kly ~efused to do.) 

Evidence was the=i given m confirmat10n of Enr1que's absence from 
Barce'.ona on the day of the explosion. 

Th us ended the first day's Eitting. 

SECOND SITTING.-NovEMBER 26th, 1897. 

(From El 1Jiluvio, Nov. 26th, 1896.) 

It l·egi:1s with witne~se~ for the prosecution. Though the greater 
n1:1Luuf't' of the~ were · v1ct1ms to the explosion, many being maimed, 
wit:~ t l1P Pxcept1on of one each 

1

spoke favourably of the prisoners. 
11a~ 1x 1..-.' ptwnal one wasJoseDeu, who, looking at Cii.llis, said: "l 

thin '< lit• "a,; r be man, but he had a beard then." 
N~xt w tlless was Sebastian Sune, who was sentenced to 20 years 

pena.1 ~· n : ; u. J, . ., 

1 L'_l'uu.~icadad rtports his reply as follow : "I don't know, but the tortures 
arc <t fa<.:t. · 

Q._;_You ··know Callis 7,. · . · . . . 
...4..-I met him first in Mont}ulch duri~g 01.i'r solit-ary connnewent."~ 
Q.-Did you know wheth.er he was tortured for the purpose cf eli-

citing -declarations 1 ~-- - -· --
___ !!_~!'_~plied by referring to the tortures that followed the Cambios 
Nuevos affa.i2, whe-n the presiairig}tidge __ _ iiiterrupted arid demanded a. 
specific answer to . question put. He then replies: "I was taken to 
Zero and Callis was in ·the next compartment, and I heard his lam­
entable screams, through the torments inflicted on him. When he was 
taken out he was smothered in blood. about the forehead. Callis then 
explah1ed .to me what was don~, tc;> .hi_m~ · . . . _ . : .. 

Sune, then, iu reply to fort.her questions, could not say "for ~e~~fti~­
ty" the number of days Callis was tortured, .but describes .the kin~ o,f 
tortures, so often made plain in. the~e column~. Star.vfog him, refos_i~_g 
drink, preventing sleep and beating him with sticks, also compressing 
his head in an iron casque. _ . . , . . . . . . . . ; 

Attorney General.-Do you know why Callis declared himself author 
of the Fomento explosion 1 .: ~ 

Sebastian Su.ne.-Callis ·told me he was ordered to declare himself 
accomplice to the act, just as I declared myself an accornpli~e in the 
Calle Cam bios..,.-(here the presidential bell was rung). 

Next witness Juan Torrent Ros, also under sentence. 
Counsel for defence examined him and he verified Suhe's story, with 

the additioual evidence of the mutilation of testicles and the applica-
tion of hot irons to the body. . 

Then came J ua.n Bantista Oller whose evidence was similar, but 
added : " I heard so many screa'lls that I could not distinguish o~e 
from another." Tha presiding judge then asked him to stand <low~. 
He declared he wished to explain something. The judge replied he 
could only speak to the case on trial. Having answered ho would do 
so, he proceeded : " I have this to say : For the self same reason that 
Callis was threatened, Ascheri was tortured, that is for refu~ing to con­
firm liis first confession. 

Next came a host of witnesses th$ whole of whose evidences we 
eannot give, involving too much space. 

Lorenzo Sena Baimes first met Callis in Montjuich and then learnt 
ot the tortures. . 

J airne Vilella Oaristofel verified Bai mes' evidence, adding the names 
of the torturers. 

Francisco Lis gave Callis as his informer of the tortures. 
Juan Casanoxas Viladeprat endorses Sune's evidence and is heard 

while a deep silence reigns. 
Jacinto Melich Alemany gave a verification of Sune's evidence. He 

knew Callis, and spoke with a resolute air. He declared the confes- . 
sions were wrought by torture in the celebra. Castille of Mon~jui_ch. 
"I know it because of the letters received from Ascheri, Nogues, Molas 
and others, in which they ask our pardon for denouncing us; the letterEC 
were written in pimcil, and I saw their wounds when they wei·e raw 
and sore." 

His evid!}nce creates a profound sensation. 
A flash of humour was hereafter introduced by Antonio Ceperuelo 

Fernandez. He is under sentence of 20 years and was asked by the 
judge why he received such a term j he rQplied: "I don't know and 
don't remember." 

Each of the above named witnesses are under various sentences ow­
ing to the statements made by Ascheri while under torture. · 

Then came the sensation of sensations, Don Enrique l\{arzo, Don 
N arcisso . Portas, D0n Antonio Tresols, doctor to Alfon::io XII life-corps, 
(who "':as in garrison at Mon tj uich during last Decem her) and the rest 
of the 8 torturers were call-Jd, in defe.r:ice of Callis and Enrique . . 

Enrique Marz.1 was first called and cross-ex.a mined by Asprer. 
He admits having been chief judge at the Calle de Cambios Court 

Martial, and that Cttllis declared his guilt of the Fomento outrage. 
Counsel.-How many times 7 
Marzo.-Two, if I remender rightly; made in the presence of my 

secretary a.nd myself. 
Counsel.-Was not Lieutenant Portas present too i 
Marz::>.-N o, Sir. I wish to add tha.t Ascheri and Callis were not 

confronted bt'cause each replied in the affirmative. _ 
Counsel.-Have you observed that Callis was subjected to tortures 

and bears cicatrices i 
Marzo.-N o, Sir. 
Gounsel.-When Callis confessed, wa!i' not the declaration written in 

advance~ 
Marzo.--Never ! 
Judge.-This interroga.tion is impertinent! 
Counsel.- Was Portas instmcted to take charge of the prisoners ~ 
.... '4farzo.-Yes, Sir. 
Cou11sel.-Then it was he who interrogated Callis i 
Marzo.-I do not know. 
Ciunsel.-IIa.s he not given you notes of the prisoners' declaration 1 
Marzo.-I don't remember. 
Salvador Mas, secretary to Marzo, says be knew nothing of any de­

- claration previous to the one made oefo1·e himself and judge Marzo. 
N arcisso Port as was next called. The auddience here showed signs 

·-of curiosity and murmuring conti1;ued for so~rn minutes. 
Coitnsel.-Y ou were ordered to take charge of Callis 1 
Portas.~nf v soldiers were so ordered. 
Counsel.-Wha.t were the conditions imposed on C<1llis 1 
I'ortas.-He was never to be comu'iunicated with. 
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Counsel.---Have you· ~nterrogated him~ Portas.~Never. 
Counsel.-To, wh~t . trea_tQ'.l.ep.t . was ·af;t)liS submittedJ 
Judge.~Tliat· is an . imp?rtinent qu~stion. This triaf is for _the F_o­

mento attempt, !and. -quest1?ns must rel!:!ote to that only. I ask y<>~u, 
Lieutenant Portas, m relation to the Fomento born b .. affair, was Callis 

'_.ari object of bad tr~atrne_nt i 

Portas.-1 am ignorant of it. 
Couusel.-Were th~ gendarmes ordered to formulate their imp-res-

·:sions of - the prisoned _ 
Portas.-'l'hey received impressions, it ·fs true, and I sent thei:n ·to 

-th~ judge .• 
: . Coiinsel.-W as not a special casque helmet used in o~der to torture 
·Callis 1 

Portas.-N o, Sir. 
_. Qoy,nset-Were you present when Callis wa~ interrogated by -the 
judge~ 

Portas.-l know my duties and therefore could not possibly be 
present. 
_ Next came Toma. Botas, sarjrant of the gendarmes who inflicted the 
tortures. _ . _ 

Counsel.-:--Were you in charge of Callis in Montjuich 1 
Botas.-Yes, Sir. 
Coiinsel.-Was he carded to cell 0. 
Botas.-l am ignorant of it. 
Counsel.-D;d you put a special helmet on the head of Callis 1 
Botas.-I ! No, Sir. 
Counsel.-Wei·e hot irons put on the body of Callis 1 
Botas.-I don't know. 
Counsel.-Was he kept in his cell many~days 1 
Botas.-=-I don't know. 
Counsel.-Was he tortured 1 Botas.-l don't know; 
Counsel.-Have you interrogated Callis 1 .Botas.-No, Sir. 
Judge.-Y ou do not know anything more 1 Botas.-N o, Sir. 

The Counsel then rose and demanded that Callis and Botas be con­
fronted. :Phe tribunal replied it was useless and refused. 

Next came Cirilo Ruiz. The judge immediately addressed him and 
said: "You must reply to questions bearing on this actual trial and no 
.other. 

i Counsel.-Y ou and other gendarmes· were charged with the case of 
·Callis in Modtjuich 7 Ruiz.-Yes, Sir. 

Counsel.- Were you instructed '.by Portas to form impressions of the 
,prisoner 1 Huiz .- Yes, Sir. . 

Counsel.-What kind of impressions were you to form 1 
Ruiz.-To know what character of persons visited Callis and other 

Fr~on&~ . · 
Counsel.-Have you tortured Callis 7 Riiiz.-No, Sir. 
Counsel.-Do you know if other gendarmes have tortured him 1 
Ruiz.-I don't know anything, and I protest against this ques-

1tion ! (!!!). 
The judge heie intervenes : "The question is not impertinent." Ruiz 

i.then adds : " I don't know i:..nything." 

This concludes the most important evidence. 
After the reading of several documents, the triuuna.l unanimously 

.decided that there is no case against Emanuel Eurique. 

THIRD SITTING.-NovEMBER 27th, 1897. 

This day is devoted entirely to the speeches of defence and proseeu­
'tion, and the tribunal's judgment. The Court still retains its seusa· 
1tional atmosphere, and the proceedings are opened by Attorney-General. 
_Below is a summarised translation of hi2 address: · 

The Attorney-General, Don Jose Catala, having sketched a very black 
.picture of Auarchist crimes, went on to say that after the last at tempts, it 
was possible, by means of tortiires to get to know what was true and wh..tt was 
.not, a11d so diRcover the authors of these crimes. (The italicised words are an 
exact translation of the words med by the Attorney-Geueral.) The result 
bei11g that the police were able to arrest many of tho~e guilty persous and 

.amoug them Fra11cisco Callis. 
When Ascheri was inttrroeated in order to discover if Callis were guilty, 

·~e rep lied by the monosyllable: "Y1::s." No1· did he retract this up to the 
.time he was llhot. 

~he only item of importance in the first part of the speech for the prose­
.cut10n was the declaratic;m--of Jl. man who had attended the rueetiug of Fo­
,men ~o, Jose. Deu, who said te thougL t a ruau resseru bling Calli::i was preseut 
.at this rueetrng. 

Spea.kiug of the means used to oLtain declarations, he said that Por'tas 
-could refJly to those who questioned his couduct: "Let justice be done, 
though the heavens fall." 

The Imparcial of Nov. 28th says in its. account oft be trial that the Attor­
ney-G1::uernl t:aid : "Portas can reply like the ancient Roruau, 'I have i:.aved 
.my country.'" · 

Speaki11g of the inquisitors, be says later on : " _What should we thiuk of 
the imu who have unearthEd the crimes of the Liceo :rueatre aud the Calle 
rie Calllbio::; 1 Do they deserve reproaches or cougrat~la:tions, these men who 
a~e accused of haviug used tortures 1 Furthe1more, Geutlemen, after the 
di:scovery of the Liceo aud Cambios criminals-what criminals !!!_:_the mys­
tery of I~~ Fomento affair would still be a mystery, were it not for tliese 
.elements, I. e. the tortures. 

In conclusiou the seutence of imprisonment for life was demanded. 

El JJiluvio describe;:i the speech as incoherent and very bad. 

No sooner had the F1sca.l sat do,vn than-counsel f;)r the d~£,mt:e, Don 
Jose' Puig de A.sprer Wlid OR his: foet. 

The accoant below is 1J.Li0 surncnarised. 

There is no proof a ~aiust Cr.tllis, an1l 'how h •d hid tri--1.l been conducted~ 
H .. , the advoeate, Ind 1~t _bel'.ln allo..ve I to see U dlis undl the da.y before the­
first sitting of the C •Ul't. H~ had pwtr~ited a_l{ ti1Ht thi:11 nnu<iual au I illegal 
procee<liug. If the ch:.irge againstthe i-tcc11-ied htd C·mtain~d any argument 
of valut-, he sh;,uld 11ot have been in a p i:iit.io:i to rep 1y to it. H ipp1ly _ the 
speech for the prod@Cllti"'! wa.s Wdt'thleds, a.rl'l a speech of that kmd wa.s 
better for the acCU'led th'ln a splemli<l one fur the defence. 

He then went one to analyse the Rpeech and the evi<lenee, which he de­
clared valueless. What in it wa:i of w,;i"ht 1 Ascheri'd statemeat.1 No. 
The statement of the :wcu:ied (C~llis)? N1~ It wa.s omitted to Le stated in 
the speech for the pruseC'utiou tha.t Cillis hitd <leuied hini:ielf to be the au­
thor when interrogated by the responsible judge of the PGt.1que district, Sir 
Mariano Pascual E~pa110!. He had admitted himself to be the author only 
before the special alld irrespoasiLle military judge. 

How had this admission been ouc;aine<i 1 He, the accu,:;ed, had been driven 
to the Military Commander'.,; hou.:;e and afterward.:; to M 1mtjuich. _There he 
was placed in a cell, where he wa>i forced to walk dcty and night, without a 
word, by contiuna.l fl ·1gging. A helmet of peculia.r construction was placed 
upon his head. (Thi:i wa:;i the torture ca.'ique of wi1ich the re:mlt:i are so 
well known from our fvrmer descriptioa-:1.) A.fter thi.:;, hot irous were applied 
to variou:i parts of his b0dy, and he was fu ether Sll bjec:te.l to the torture of 
having his testicles twisted, b -!sides beiug kept widMut food for long periods. 
After several day:i of such tortures, the uuu W<.t::I re<1.dy for eximiru.tiou and 
he made his declaration. · 

Tbe advocate then went on to say that thede i1~q uisitorial proceedings were 
prohibited by law. H~ also called at r.ention to the contradictious in the ~vi­
dence so obtained. Callis said one day that the explosion occnred in 1885. 
'Ascheri in an interview with Euriquez (one of the torturers) said also it was 
iil 1885. But in his secoHd declarat10n, Calli:i sa. i1i it Wai in 1887. ·fl.scheri 
himself in severa:l letters 1:1 l!l nt to his family anti f-H blisbe.l in the papers, by 
L'Intrans1geant, among others, says, too, that th,, accn,:iations vf himself and 
others were wrung from him by horrible torture4. vVh tt mu-:it bcl thought 
then of the declaratioui ru ule by M·tr-zo, P vrta..s an l ~Lu, to the eff.~ct that 
they had not seen a sc':tr upon the b idy of Ct_llid. B 1t thcl:1e s.:a.rs exi3t, and 
a superticial examination i 'I ea-iily perform.:1l. W ; 1 ~ 11 he (the advuc:tt~) 
saw Ut1.llis in pti:iun he had seen scars 1111 variou-1 ptrt.s of his body. 

And then what denials on the part 1if the gao!er.s I One of them had even 
deuied the existe1Jct: uf the cell Zero. 

Eleven men have declared in this Court that the tortures Wt:'l'e committed, 
two of them having endured them in perso1i. (Suue and Oiler); The proofs 
of the tortures Jay in the bodies of the uufortunate victims, proofs more 
powerful than auy others. 

He demanded the complete acquittal of Callis. 
(From El Diluvio, Nov. 28tb, 1897.) 

This defence has been described by aln.10st every newspaper in Spain 
as very long, docurnental and very good. 

Finaily Emanuel Eurique was acquitted an& Francisco Callis was 
condemned to peni-i.l servitude for life. 

The aged mother of Ga.His sat through the whole trial-three days. 
She witnessed the criminal proceeding8 against her son and heard the 
outrageous sentencP. Franci~co is the only living son of 17 children. 
She is reduced to mendicity in order to send some pence to him at 
Penon de la Gomera.. ' 

In spite however of the hopelessness of the situation, she still cher­
ishes tt1e one hope that he will soon be free and with her. What" a 
brave soul! • 

No king, I aw sure, could purchase the happiness tha~ such an.,eveµt 
would bring her. · 

Callis was lodged at the N ationa1 Prison on his arrival from Penon 
de la Gomern, and th t> n marched in trne barbaria.n style, heavily chain­
ed, like Ruiz the Oub,m ou his a rrival from Cuba, some few weeks 
back, fro:ri prison to thP tribuua.l, ruorning and night, to and,, fro, dur­
ing the 3 da.ys trial. nrowds of people assembled a.Long the route, a·nd 
though somewhat hidden by the soldiery, they persi.sted in giving 
outward ve11t to their sympathies, by ::;houting varioas kind expres­
sions, a mauner cbara.cteristic or the ~pa.nish r1:1.ce. · 

It was during this period that the 5,000 franc~ held by: the $elgian 
Committee wer@ dis t 1i butl-'d among the pris,.11· rs aqd their fam ilies. 

On D~cem ber 3rd, tlie Daily Chronicle published a letter from Callis 
and his 8 con.qJa.11iori!:l who are under various long ternis of pe1H.l ser­
vitude,- up to lift>, of whi.ch we quote the final part, being_die most im­
porta.ut: 

It is trne that the Inquisitors, after some hesitatinn, denied the facts 
abuut. the torture aud the existence of Cell Zeto, where these horr"rs were 
}Jtrpeu·att'd. But it is ahio true that tl1e Cuurt iii t.he e'hd refused t'l admit 
the t:Vi<le11ce which th1t accustd aud their counsel were read·y "to ' produce to 
pn•ve 1. he tru r h of their assertions. ' ~ '. · _ · .. 

R -f re the Court Lhe military judge, Scnor J\{a.rZ11, qeql~red that Callis 
never had a tua1 k of tort n re ou Ii iru, hut in the , L rial in 1\fun tj uich the very 
sarue judge ~tated that Callis had a wound accr<>,~::i bi:::> fQreheaJ ,. Cc1.llis and 
his C<1Ul1t1d calle<l for medical iuspection to exarniue the wounds ;rnd scars 
with which Ca.llis's face a11d whole budylare warked .. Bu t...e\'e11 that r1 que~t 
was refused by the Court. 

The Court eucuuragt d Ctllis to hope· fol'-justicP, they urged · Iii ru to ·be 
calm in l1is defence, they advi:'ied- him uot to dwdl 011 _tlte st1i>ject of the -
torture. Aud iu the eud they pas:sed a se11tence"as1.wj tl~\ a:i «!outd tMssibly 
have beeu feart·d. ' - - ·' · • , 

As tbe matter stand::, Lieute:iiaut Porta8 may well, _cou:;id,:1· '1i·n'3elf j 1rnti­
fie<l iu tlie phra8e which h~'; us·h f' to' repeat. '"'uvt"r hi; \· ic't i1us d111·i11 g ; heir 
torture: ''If) ou die, it will ouly cu:it __ me a bit i>f paper." ~;Hi S;,;1wr Marz::>, 
too, will be just.ified i1! _b,is a'3sertion that ," with.in a. year. t'l!ere w.ll be public; 

· autos <le fe iu Spaiu,_.~,11P, the,~~tJ,)y,,,;J,'_r,i.!Jµ!,~al.,. (,>~(, tluduql\isitiou w.ll lJe re• 
establi::;hed." · , " " ~ · 
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w,.·11pp.-;1l t0;1'll whl) love freedom aud·pror•r"t'~;. Let them. rememb~r 
tlat ?.'e rntLr brC.\Hi!e we btl·1 libe1al t>pininr:~~ 11.ud for ~othing el~e. 

Signed by . . 
FRANCISCO CALLIS. 
JUAN BTA OL·lJE. 
JU AN CASA·NOV AS. 
LORENZO SEDDA. 
ANTONIO CEPEVUELO. 
FRANCISCO LIS. 
JAIME VELELLA. 
SEBASTIAN SUNE. 
JU AN TORRENTS. 

This samo 1etter' tipp~'ared in rnirny continental papers in full. 

On De~eriiber J2th 1897 El Dilm•io reports the departure of the prisoners to 
varic1us peual s'~ttltn;tntf>.' Outsid~ 'the prison crow?s awaited the sound .of 
b:inging ' a'fid rattle of keys, for with the ugly noise the faces of the vie­

:· '' tims· w'ill appear; there are two countenanc~s .among ~he populace more ~xp;es-
sive of pain than the prisoners themselves-it is the wife and mother of Calhs-
one more agoniz~d than the other. .. . . ·~ ,. 

During t be trwl and up to that mome~t peither li~ve been permILted t_o speak 
with him; thev now make an effort to d~ so 'by pushrng through the soldiers but 
are repulsrd. • · .,. 

On. ou the crowd aoes, growing in l'rnrnbet and iu appreciation of the martyrs, 
tlrns continuing sho:ting and. gesticulating.' when the r3:ilwa_y_statio_n is neared; 
h•i e the crvwd closes in, while another corn11m· of soldiers JOlD their comrades. 
'The old mother of o\Ter 70 is seen to wri11g her hands ir. pain, it is perhaps the 
last time tbat she will ever see }1er only son, sent to a living death for being a 
man; then with a sharp run and a leap i-he gets to~the side of him; the crowd 
lias by this time grown menacing, and spurring on th.~ , ,mother and hurrahing the 
prisouers, they behold the soldiers v. rench her from him; the crowd groans, then 
a volley of ::;tones are directed against the soldiers and immediately after steel is 
fia~hing through the air, the· soldiers fight, ~en a~d women lie bleeding on the 
ground imd among them is the ·mother of Callis, wlt.h a great gash on the head, 

· but still living. His wife was similarly treated. Of course, there have not been 
any tortures in Montjuich i1or in Cuba. No, Spanish officials couldn't do such a 
thiug, ''they are honorable men" l 0 justice, ·what crimes ::.re done in thy name! 

:No early Christicm martyr suffered under crueler cirGu.mstances. Only those 
papers ~yn,pathetic to the prisoners reported this gruesome incident. Renter's 
\H'Jl informed flgency didn't even kuow of it. (!!!) 

The trial had no f:Oo~er finished thai1 every daily paper of any worth in Spain 
acknowlc:dged that Callis bore cicatrices that must have resulted from 'torture, 
many demanded an inquiry, but suppressed any further expression of their cons-
cience. < ". • . 

llowever, the Republican press in . one united voice demanded a new trial, led 
by such well k110\;~ 11 jounwls as Nuevo Regimen, Los Dominicales, L'Publicadad, 
El Pni8, El Dilinio aiiC! El Prrigrrnso, the latter paper issuE:d a special circular on 
h.:balf of the whole editorial staff, signed by the chief editor Frederico Urales, 
declaring their intention of agitating until ~ach of the condemned receives a new 
trial an cl 1 he torturers were punished~ T he first step taken by the united Re­
J ;ll lJlican parties wiis a d~piltatiai1 of its leaders to Sagasta. They recited the 
wl1ole stcry of Mont.juicb and demanged a new trial. Jn reply Sagasta expressed 
lrn owledge of the tortu.'1-e-s, explaining however that he could not act without 
written declaratirns obtain< d direct fi~om the prisoners. Declarations ·were soon 
obtained, before the departure · of Callis "and"' his comrades from Barcelona, and 
hancled to tl1e Cabinet. · .,... ' ·· 

This 'vns in the early part of De<;.~Il'lP~r ] 897. Governments act slowly. Quite 
so, it is 1 he ncret of diplomacy. It Wf!.S about the end of September that Queen 
Regent cfomi~sed General Azcarra g'a 'f?r 'not giving her a i>atisfactory answer res­
pecting an inquiry, and now in February' 1898, the victims· are still eating out 
th eir liearts in noisome Spanish dungtous . . , . 

VVhat after all can Je expected from a 1·€'\,\' trial? V\'hen one be'rnlds the far ­
cical production of the one herein briefly de~crjbed, ai:.suredly t11ere is little left 
to hope from such ha11ds. No new tl'ial could fffoduce a satisfactory result with­
out an absolutely impartial tribunal. And who is there that can conjure up such 
an illusion? The tortures are hue.;- aJl ,tlie evidence that aicled the convictiou of 
Callis was a result therefrom, and to J1ave acqmtted him of this charge would 
hava been a complete vei diet against Ma.rzo, Porias, etc., including even the late 
lamented Canovas. Who again ~ould imagine d£cial Spnnianls castiug evil re­
flection on a corpse? They revere strch thmgs far too rnuch. Further, Call is had 
undoubtedly confessed, and to keep en n~cord such a couft ssion without proceed­
ii g against the confessor would hP. more injurious to the Spanish authorities 
than Callis's conviction. Once having tried him, arrangements were naturally 
made, that ·thci:::e living, accused .of torturing, use the opportunity so as to give a 
clean denial 1.o the w l;iole chaTge. · It is a uni venal practice in law that an .official's 
Word he taktn in p1 eference t o. a convict's, and hence Callis was condemned and 
the tribunal did not concern i.tself about the methods in which the confession was 
obtained. 

Either Messrs Marzo, l'orfas and Co were to be convicted of torture (with 
Canovas as late instructor) or Callis to the galleys. The conviction of Callis was 

. therefore inevitable. , :A..nd a ny further trial will .pr.oduce the same result, it will 
icAt;<n!)l to strengthen th~))ands' of thela,\T,; it would mean an Clpen trial .and a con­

firmation of the i:.entence. Ascheri and Mas are drnd; 1.heir's would be the evi­
dehc~ton whicli the.~guilt of the condemned would depend, it is on record, and to 
place it aside' as uriwarran t,able, "ould be a further condemnation of Ca.novas 
implying as it would the mmd\ r of 5 i1mocent :r:pen, they having.been executed o~ 
their own confession. 1 his will ntver be done, and so another such farce would 
aid in cleanir:g tlie dhty mantle hiding the blood-stained ~heaths of Marzo and 
Ponas. 

An independent inquii y of men from various parties, before whom each of the 
livirtg tortured should attend- ea.eh and evuy time facing each and every one of 
their torturers- to give evidence, and then exami11ed by independent medical 
men who shall report to such a jury. If the ~panish government be sincere, such a 
foJ m of proceedu1 ~would Le economical and effective. A1 y other inquiry outside 
one of such independent character will in itself b e crirnii.al, for it wilt not be honest. 

That Eur_i9ue was acqui~tEd and Callis condemned is no more surprising than 
whe~ Corammas was acqu,itted by the supreme Co_urt Mar_tial at Madiid, though 
prev10usly condemned to arnth by the Comt Martial presided uver by Marzo in 
Montjuich. 

In both cases it gave the trials a bona fide character. 
'Ih_e evidence against Enrique_ was quite as str~ng. as against Callis. Euriqne's 

acqmttal therefore was due to lns fortune aud his fortune to his uon activity as 
a r evolutionist. Callis was an active revolutionist and therefore tortured whilst 
Enrique was lJOil. Result: Enrique "'as not tortured, thuefore acquitted. The 
self same E<pirit characterised the Montjuich trial. 

Corami:uas's fame as a Larrister saved him f1 om torture, and liis release tended 
to suppress forces that would otherwi~e have grown stupendous iu their protests 
bad he been shot. ' 

'Ihis trial like the previou·s .one was a formula of pretensiol.'.sness aud its conse­
. qu rnce. should !1ot have Lc.:en svrprib_ing. One guod 1 esult may ensue. The chit::f 

Judge m sun.mmg up c;;.n ,e to the pomt w hert J ·ortas was accased of torture alld 

in roference thereto said : '"Like the · Roman, he himself can· rep!y to those 
who attack him: I am a senant and ha.ve do~e my duty." 

It will be remembered that after the Canibimr NueTos aff~ir, Barcelona was 
ruled by Court Mart!al, which was only withdrawn, and the constitutiou revised, 
a.fter the ·Fomento tria.1. Immediately many , of the exiles returned to Spain. 
In France for instil.nee foe Spanish Con1ml present.~<:! two exiled Anarchists with 
free railway tickets to 8pain-men whom e1'e previously was so desirous of rid­
dfog herself, as if Barcelona wa;;; at a . ~ta.rtdstill withbut them ! In .any case, 
with their a.bseuce she was deficient of some good stuff. · . 
· 'Already there is news of an advanced magazine to;1bel sssued by the young 
cult of Barcelona, base<l on revolutionary principles. ' · · 

The barrister who defended R'l.mon Sampea.u-M. Sarre Clara--was given a. 
banquet by the barristers of Barcelona in honour of the act and his exce.ll~nt de-
fence. · 

Ratnon Petchor who was mentionned in November, has been exp,~_lled from 
Perpignan to Mar~eilles. The Spanish authorities o~igiually ~emanded his ex.­
tradition from France; this was not granted but his expuls1011 followed. No 
reason was assigned. . . . 

Barcelona papers report its head policeman-Portas-as bemg accompan~ed by 
5 detectives and 2 policemen when6ver on promenade. \Vhat a pleasant existern;:e 
-who would not prefer death? · · 

This practically completes another chapter in this tragedy. 
The internal affairs of Spain are <lisquieting. With Cuba sti}l desper~tely 

staring her in the face, with the l)hillippiuos tempomrily silent, with a· stram ~f 
something like £3,000,000 montl:;ly needed to keep Cuba as she is, is the-magm­
ficent legacy Canovas has left behiud. "The evil that men. do lives after them," 
and Spain to-day must thank her "patriot:;" for the striking picture she presents 
after emerging from barbarism. The proud Spaniard refused aid offered by .Mr. 
Lee, the American Ambassador at Havana, some months ago, yet very recently 
he fulfilled his offer at the special request of Mar.::hal Blanco, What a f~lling 
off was there. · 

One can hardly say that Spain will emerge clean-handed and safe from h~r ig­
noble position, but it is evident she is in the hands of wiser counsel than previous­
ly, influenced considerably by Senor Moret, minister of the colonies, a man 
whose diplomatic education is derived chiefly from the English. Finally what· 
ever is done to draw discredit on the decrepid 'monarchy and so end ~J;, must be 
done in Spain itself through her own people. An independent inquiry on lines 
mentioned above, must assuredly unGarth the truth and incalculably add to the 
forces that are n:iaking for a re.public . . 

D ecember 1897 .. 

The ·following came to hand on January 30r.h, 1898: 

The undersigned will be grateful to you for publishing the fo~lowin.g .. letter 
which is a copy of the .one sent to ~enor Sagastct. 

Exmo Senor, · 
We prisoners, sentenced by Court :Martial at the Anarchist trial of Montjuich> 

having read with astonishment that the authorities of 8a"l'ce lona deny the infliction 
of torture on several of the accused in the said fortress, desire for the sake of 
human honor and dignity to contradict this offi c i~l information. · With ''1111 ·,due· 
respect to your Ex~ellency we make these statements: · '" 

1. That Tomas Ascheri, who was shot as author of the Cidle de Car.nbios out­
rage was the first to succomb to his tortures: hunger, thirst, gag, whip, twisting 
of the genital parts and trotting day and night without rest. Being unable to 
withstand torture after four days, and seeing t,hat denying wa.s of n? use, he. con­
fessed himself to be the author of the crime. ThPn. hy the same means, he was. 
forced to accuse Juan Bautista Olle and Fraucisco Gan'\. of being his aceomplices. 

2. That when J. B. Olle and F. Gana denied par ricipation iu the crime t hey 
were accused of an accusation wrung from Ascheri by the persistence of his tor­
turer Parillas, Ascheri answered : When they sny they are not guilty it is a sign 
thnt they are riyht ! For this retraction Ascheri was tortured again in the s<tme 
way. Olle and Gana who were in cell no 2 saw him carried by his torturers from 
the artillery hall to cell no 3. · 

3. That when Ascheri, well prepared by torments and by brandy given to 1iirn 
instead of wat€lr, had resolved to avoid a repetition of the cruel lesson meted out 
to him for retracting, he was forced to accuse Jose Molas and Antonh Nogu es of 
the same thing they had tried to make him accuse Olle and <fana of. And to 
compel N ogues to accept the role of accornpliee that h ad been destined to him, 
they had to apply all the above mentioned tortures ns well as burning his fle_sli. 
with hot irons. They also deceived him into sign i11g blank sheP.ts by a p romise 
of liberty if he acted his part well. When Moias who had suffered nine days. 
and nights of terrible torture in cell no 5 was presented with a written paper· 
which he was to sian a.nd mainta in he protested sD.y ing: lt is infamous I Portas,. 
pointing to Mayai~ and E~torqui who \Vere pres:,nt, n.11sw·ered: "Sign it, or I 
wiH <;eliver you ~o these men." It was impossibie for him to re1:'ist any longer 
and he was compelled to obey the commands given him. Thus, like Nogues and 
Ascher_i ·he acted the drialpart of author and accuser. The same thing hap~ened 
to Loms Mas whose mental faculties ,;ave way under torture. By mea.ns of such 
martyrdom the officials succeeded in turning the prisoners into automata wto. 
served a.s accusers in an imaginary conspiracy tlrn.t forms the hasis of our trial. 

4. That Sehai;;tian Sun~ and Francisco Callis also suffered this t errible martyr-· 
dom which has left on their bodies its indelible marks that your Exceilency can 
see and touch. · 

5. That several gendarmes under Lieutenant Portas' orders inflicted the tor­
tures and that those who most distinguished th emstlves for their cruelty were 
Jose Mayans, :!Yfanuel Carreras, Lean .iro Lopez Parilla8 and corporal Tom s Botas. 
who twisted the genital parts. Iturcio Estorqui only did it when ordered to by 
lieutenant Portas. 

6. That in spite of lieutenant Portas' threats to his victims forbidding them to· 
say a word about their sufferings, and causing them to be. accompanied by two 
gendarmes-torturers who heard what they said to their cnunsel, the prisone~s­
a:ffirmed the torments hefoi·e the Court Martial sitting at Montjuich to try this. 
case. The re,~elatiom of these tortures, especially those of Nngue~, compelled, 
the Court to call in the Figueras battalion's doctor, who, after examining the con·· 
dition of the prisoners, corroborated their ststements. 

7. That considering that the five m,en who were shot, as · well as the twenty­
men now undergoing penal servitude are iunocent of the ci·ime for which they_ 
were senten< cd, and that the survivors can give ccnvincing and indubitable proof 
of this before all the '\ovorld, we pray your Excellency to the end that you may 
make a revision of the trial referred to and bring the nece>'sary light to _bear on 
this affair. It is an~act of justice we hope from your Excelleucy as President of. 
a liberal ministry;. 

May you live for many years. Pr:sr.n c,f Madri<l, ::Oth Dec., 1897. 

JArINro MELICH. 
,JAIME VILELLA. 
Ai\i J.vNIO CEPERUELO. 
FRANCBCO CALLIS. 

JU AN TORRE~T.,,;:. 
JUAN' BAUH:-ITA OLLE. 
JU:\ N ( : As.~NOV A"· 
;:; t~ B.\.STIAN SUNK 

Tl:e phrase "May yon live for ma11: yt·ar:-." r e prP: ent;. in 1;fl way gr:a.t­
n vneuce f ,,r 8ag11sta, but i>1 a rua1111 ~· 11,.:u ,,f 11he Spa 11 i:-LJ,;l'nerally ii l'l hecL. 
in_all 1 leadin,:; communi;::ations of that kmd . 

Oo11ti7iued 011 ra~-e 1 !. 

-·-· · 1.• ~ 
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THE' STATE : ITS HISTORIC · ROLE. 
BY PETER KROPOTKIN. 

VII. 

The victory of the State over the communes and the federalist insti­
-tutions of the Middle Ages did not take place straightway. At one 
-time the State was so threatened that its victory seemed doubtful. 
~ great popular. ~o~en~.ent-~eli&'ious in form and expression, but 

.emmently commumstic m its aspirations and striving at equality-ori­
_ginated in the towns and rural parts of central Europe. 

Already in the fourteenth century (in 1358 in France and in 1381 in 
England), two great similar movements had taken place. Two power­
ful. revolt~, that of t~e J acquerie and that of W at Tyler had shaken 
:soc1~ty to its foundations. Both, however, had been principally directed 
agamst feudal lords. Both were defeated; but the peasant revolt in 
England co~~le~ely put an end to serfdom, and the Jacquerie in France 
:so checked it 111 its development that henceforth the institution of serf­
dom could only :vege~ate, without ever attaining the development it 
.subsequently attamed m Germany and in Eastern Europe. 

_ Now, in the sixteenth cemtury, a similar movement took place in 
·central Europe. Under the name of " H ussite " in Bohemia " Ana­
baptist" in Germany, in Switzerland and in the Netherland~ and of 
"Troubled Times" in Russia (at t~e be~inning of the next century), it 
was. overiand above a struggle. agamst · t:udal lords-a complete revolt 
.agamst Church and State, agamst Oanomc and Roman law in the name 
·Of primitive Christianity. ' 

'.rhis movement whic.h is hardly just beginning to be understood, was 
f9r many years travestied by State and ecclesiastical historians. 

The absolute l~berty o.f the individual-who must only obey the com­
mandments of his conscience-and Communism were the watchwords 
of this .revolt. And it was only later, when Chur~h and State succeeded 
in exterminating its most ardent defenders and J'ncrnled with it to 
th · . ' oo 

e1r o~vn profit, that this movement, diminished and deprived of its 
-revolutionary character, became Luther's Reformation. 

It ?egan by C~mmunist ~narchism .P~·eached, and in some places, 
practised. And if we set aside the religious formulre, which are a tri­
bu~e to that epoch, we find in it the very essence of the current of ideas 
which we represent to-day: the negation of all law both State or di­
-vine; the conscience of each individual thus beinO' his 'one and only law· 
-the commune-abso~ut~ master of its destinies, i?etakins. its lands fro~ 
feu~al . lords, and .refusmg all personal or monetary service to the State. 
In facti, Commumsm .and equality put into practice. Moreover when 
?enck,. one of the philosophers of the Anabaptist movement, was asked 
1£ he did not at l~ast recognise the authority of the Bible, he answered 
that the only obligatory rule of conduct is the one that each individual 
·finds,for himself, in ~he ?3ible. And yet these very formulre, so vague, 
bor.row.ed. from ecclesiastical slang,-this authority "of the book" from 
which it is so easy to borrow arO'uments for and aO'ainst Communism f ..J • 0 0 ' or. an11 agarn.st autl:ority, and so uncertain when it comes to clearly 
-define what liberty is,-these very relio·ious tendencies of the revolt did 
th . 0 ' ey not already contam the germ of an unavoidable defeat? 

Originating in towns, the movement soon spread to the country. The 
peasants refused to obey anybody, and planting and old shoe on a pike 
by way of a flag, they took back the bnds which the lords had seized 
from the village communities· they broke their bonds of serfdom drove 
.away :priest and judge, and c~nstituted themselves into free comi'.nunes. 
And it. was only by the stake, the .wheel, the gibbet-it was only by 

_massacnn~· mor~ than a hundred thousand peasants in a few years, that 
royal 01: i~perial power, allied to the papal or reformed church,­
Luther mc1tmg to massacre peasants more violently even than the Pope, 
-put an end to these risings that had for a moment threatened the 
.constitution of nascent States. 

Born of popular Anabaptism, the Lutheran Reformation, leaning on 
~he ~t~te, massacred the people and crushed the movement from which 
it origmally had derived its strength. The survivors of this immense 
wave of thought took refuge in the communities of the" Moravian 
.Brothers," who, in their turn, were destroyed by Church and State. 
Those among them who were not exterminated. sought shelter, some in 
~he South-East of Russia, others in Greenland, where to this day they 

ave been able to live in communities and to refuse all service to the 
.State. 

Hencefort?, the State's existence was secure. The lawyer., the priest 
::n~ the soldier-lord, having consiituted a solidary alliance around the 

hiones, they could carry on their work of annihilation. 

H?w many lies have been accumulated by State-paid historians, con­
.cermng that period ! 

In fact, have we not all learned at school that the State rendered 
g:eat serv:ice in constituting national unions on the ruins of feudal so­

·Cie~y; umons made impracticable in earlier times by the rivalry of 
'cities? We have all learned it in school and we ha,ve all believed it iu 
manhood. 

. And ~e:7ertheless, to-day we learn that in spite of all rivalries, me­
·~~eval ci~1es had already worked during four ceutmies to constitute 

ese umo~s by federation, freely consented to, and that they had fully 
:su~c1eeded m that \Vork of consolidation. 

Tne Lo~bard union, for example, included the cit1es of Upper Italy 
and had its ~edel'al treasury in safe keeping in Genoa and Venice. 
-Ot?~r fed.erat10ns, such as the 'ruscan Union, the Rhenan Union ( com­
prismg sixty towns), the federations of Westphalia, of Bohemia, of 

~ervia, of Poland, -and of Russian towns co,vered Europe. At the same 
time, the.commercial union of the Hansa included Sca.ndinavian, Ger­
man, Polish, and Russian towns throughout the basin of the Baltic. 

All the elements were there already, as well as the fact itself, of large 
human agglomerations, freely constituted. , 

J?o you wish for a living proof of these groups ?-You have it in 
Switzerland ! There the union asserted itself fo·st between village 
commnnes (the old Cantons)., in the same way as it was constituted in~ 
France in the Laonnais. And as in Switzerland the separation between 
town 3:nd village was never so gi:·eat as it was for towns carrying on an 
extensive and distant commerce, the Swiss towns lent a hand to the 
peasant insurrections of the sixteenth century,, and the union encom­
pa~sed both towns and villages, and constituted a federation that still 
exists to-day. 

But the State, by its very essence, cannot tolerate free federation; 
b~ca':1se the latter represents this nightmare of the legist: "The State 
w1thi~ the .st~te." 1'he State does not recognize a freely adopted union 
worl~mg withm itself. It only deals with sti~jects. '£he State alone 
and its prop, the Church, arrogate to themselves the right of being the 
connecting link between men. 

?onseq uently the State must perforce annihilate cities based on direct 
umo~ be.tween citizens. It ?1iiist abolish all union in the city, abolish 
the city itself, abolish all direct union between cities. To the federative 
principl~ it ~n~st substitute the principle of sL1bmission and discipline. 
Subnrn;s10n is its substance. Without this principle it leaves off bein<Y 
the State : it becomes a federation. 

0 

And the sixteenth century-century of carnage and wars-is entirely 
summed up in this war waged by the geowing States aO'ainst the c:ties 
and their ~ed~rations. The towns are besieged, t aken °by assault, pil­
l~ged ;. their inhabitants are decimn.ted or tr11nsported. The State is 
vwtor10us all along the line. And the consequences are these. 

~n the fifteenth century, Europe was covered by rich cities, whose 
artisans, masons, weavers and carvers, produced marvels of art, whose 
universities laid the foundations .of science, whose caravans travelled 
over continents, and whose vessels ploughed rivers and seas. 

What was left of them two centul'ies later ?-Towns that had num­
~eren fifty. and a hundeed thousand inhabitants and that had possessed 
(1t was so m Florence) more schools, and, in the communal hospitals, 
more beds per inhabitant than aee possessed to-day by the towns b3st 
endowed. in this respect, had become rotten boroughs. Their inhabit­
ants havrng been massacred or transported, the State and Church were 
seizing their riches. Industry was fading under the minute tutel<l,O'e of 
S ffi
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tate o cr-als. Commerce was dead. The very roads t.hat formerly 
united the cities, had become absolutely impracticctble in the ~eventeetn 
century. -

The ~tate spel~ w~rfare, and wars were devasta,ting Europe and 
c~mpletmg the rum of those towns, which the State had not yet ruined · 
d.irect. But-:-had not the villages, at least, gained by State centralisa­
t10n ?-Oertamly ncit !-Read what historians tell u::; about the style of 
living in the rurctl districts of Scotland: Tu::;cc1,ny, and GJrmany in the 
fourteenth century, and compare their desci·iptions of that time with 
the misery in England at the beginning of 1648, in Franca under the 
"sun-king" Louis X [V, in Gennany, in Italy, everywhera after- hun­
dred vears of State domination. 

lVIi;ery everywhere. All unttnimou.;;ly recognize it a,nd poio.t it out. 
Whernver serfdom had been aboli:;hed, it was reconstituted in a hun­
dred different forms; wherever it ha,d not yet been destroyed, it W <1S 

shaped, under- State protection, into a ferocious institution, bear :ng all 
the characteristics of antiq Lle sln.vel'y, 01· even worse. 

And could anything else evolve OLlt of this Stiate-produced misery, as 
the State's chief anxie ty was to <tnnihiln,te the village community after 
the town, to destroy all bonds existing between pe<:tsctr1ts, to give up 
theie land::; to be pillaged by the rich, a,ncl to ::mbje_ct them, e::teh incfo·i-
dually, to the functionary, the priest and the loi;d? -

The following are extracts publis11etl byr Le Li~erfa ire from a letf er of Eti6-­
vant's, at present in .Mazas prison. No on e will be stu p ·isecl at the L;a ' m tess 
with which our valiant friend waits his fate at the halllls vf those who h«ve tim 
fast again . 

My de~ir friends, Paris, 29th J;:i,nm.ry, 1898. 

Yon are right; it is unnecessary to say to me : courage ! I have 
some left stilL Besides is so much of it needed to come out of the 
theatre of life? It is rathee for me to s vj cow·cige to those who stay 
in the arena . 

Even expectation does not weary me in my solitude, for I am of thos~ 
who are nev-er wearied with themselves. I think, I read, I write, I 
distraet myself by working out some problem of geom0l1ry or alg.3 bra. 
or by some controversies with my'Self. Wit !t tl1a,t the little troubles ot 
the cell't; life go by hardly not1ced, an.cl bes ides I have the [H'O"\pect; 
of seeing them cease soon.-It doei;; not i·equ ir-e mnch cour.1ge for· a.ll 
that, a: little cool reason is sufficieut . ... 

I have received the book La 1·aison pcissionee, by Joseph Cae<tgirnL 
He is a. funny philosopher ... not at a,ll ono of us, it is hartily 11eC :l:'i::ia1-y 

t0 say, as his book went through t.he :-anitar·y net set out by th ~ ad­
ministra.tion round the pri;,>oner·':;: mentality; but tbe re;iding of -the 
book has been pleasant to me R.£ it has excitecl tlte cornhLtivity of my 
mind. I love contradiction, as I love nli struggle th::i.t makes one liv~ 
faster·.... G. En:MVANT. 
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The Tortu:res T:rU.e. 

'l'he rrecediug notes were no sooner completed tpan Renter's telegraphed.from 
Madrid as follows: 

Madrid, Jan. 22. 
;, .A semi-official N otc l1as been issued statinrr that ut the l ast Cabinet Council 

the Minister of Justice submitted to his coll~ague s a report regarding the _in· 
quiry instituted into the complaints r elative to the maltreatment an\l torturrng 
of Anarchist prisoners in the prison of Montjuich at Barcelona. Medical experts 
have examirn~d some of the released prisoners now in Madrid, and, n.lthongh great 
reserve is shown concerning the r esults of this examination, traces Qf mr.l ~re_at­
ment ha vc been found. The inquiry continues for the purpose of ascertarnrng 

· who is rns1>011s1ble." 
1'he Daily GMonicle of Jan. 25th, 1898, wh en it pub1is1rnd the above without 

co111 1ueu t s proved its want of good i'ai th in espousing the cause of the op pressed. 
In Gana' s affidavit of July 27th , the ed itor suppressed the name of h e who Ga irn 
accused of having onlered the infliction of t orture. Perh aps they would h ave 
no obj ection in aiding the Spanish goven-nnent by publishing that person's name 
now, seeing that "the inquiry continues for the purpose of ascertaining who is 
responsible " ! 

Even the Evening Standard wrote a l eader on t he subject on Jan. 3lst, 1898, 
which is quoted fr om, below: 

"Then it is true th at the persons charged with bomb-throwing in Barcel ona 
wer e t ortm ed. Medical experts have examined so me of t hem who are now in 
Madrid, and they fo und traces of t he ordeal. The r e is no doubt about it fo r the 
Government h~s issued a semi-official Not e stating that the Minist er of J ustice 
r epor ted th~s e facts at t he l ast Cabinet Council. It is to be noted that the p er­
sons examined at Madrid were innocent, or a t l east, wer e not found gu il ty ; 
other wise they would be u nder the hands of the t ormentor still. English people 
who heard those stories migh t well refuse to believe t hem. The refugeeii! , wel­
comed and paraded by in ternationai rascality, offered t heir mutilated limbs fo r 
inspect ion in vain. 1t was mons trous t o suppose that in \Vestern Europe, at 
the end of the ninet een th ccutury, h uman beings could be subj ected to the peine 
f orte et diire j ust as in the Middle Ages. The Spaniard was noted for cruel ty as 
soon as he began t o pl ay a par t outside h is own r ealm. So early as t he F our­
t eenth Cen tury, Cornelius Agrippa makes t hat his leading characteristic. The 
Middle Ages still linger in Spain. At present t he Government is inqui r ing who 
was r espo1rnible for t his ou trage. vVe do not hope that anyone will be :pun-
i shed.' ' · 

vV c k now. quite well how glad the E vening Standard would ·have been if it 
could have denied the whole thing. B ut t ha t was impossible, and so it g ives 
its fi nal word en the matter by mingling deliberate lies with prejudices . Fi rs tly 
the refugees were not "welcomed a.nd paraded by international rascality, " un­
less all sec tions disagreeing with t he Evening S tandard (thank heavens, t h ere 
are some) come within that category; fo r they were "welcomed and paraded " 
by English societies and, some Engli sh journalists, whom even the E . .8. 
would not accuse of rascali ty. The ttu t h docs not seem to agree wi th t he tern· 
p erament of the E . S . Then again t he offering of " their mu tilated limbs fo r 
inspection was in vain" is contradict ed by its ac1rnowledgrnent of t he existence 
of tor ture in Spain. The unearthing of this fact has not arisen . through the 
agitation in Spain itself, but fro m t he European movement that has br ought 
Spain to its senses through the costly price its si lence has invol ved. 

. Then i n a unique appeal for j ustice they passionat ely exclaim: "vVe do not 
liope t hat anyone will be punished. " vVhether "anyone " means ' ·no one" 
or the "right one " it is difficu lt to realise; if the latter case, then we welcome 
t he stage of discrimination, a faculty so deficient on the staff of that journal, 
for where Anarchists have ever been in question, condemnation has followed t he 
name and not the act . If ;t he fo rmer, t h en we und erstand it ; t h ese reverent 
hnmani~a1·ians should be acclaimed for their code of ethics. If t hey but broad· 
ene_d tlus theory one might hehold a lit tle l ess int emperance in their leading 
articles. 

As t o ~he" inquiry fo r the purpose of ascertaining who is responsible," what 
can be said? Th'e government knows and we all know t hat Enrique Marzo con­
d~1cted the Cour~ ,Martial in the subterranean passages of Montju ich and that 
L1eu.te~rnnt Narciso Portas with 11is hirelings wer e in charge of the prisoners, 
and it is they wI:o have been definately charged vvith the work of t orture. Marzo 
must have bee~1 111 league with Portas or otherwise Marzo wo uld no t have sup­
pressed the evidence of the tor tured and the withdrawal of confessions made at 
the t rial. 

The guilty are knovvn, but the prosecutors in this case do not ask for the law's 
rev~ng~. . No, we do not ask that they should be punished, but we do ask that 
then vwtnns be '' pardoned. ' ' 

V'{ e ~e ar that t he counsel of the judge and attorney-general will eventually 
assert itself ; then Portas aud Marzo shall have ample opportunities of replying 
to those who attack them. 
9~novas has alre~dy paid the penalty of his cr~minal fo lly, fo r which as Prime 

Munster he was cluefly responsible. Angiollilo was no com111on murderer,. he 
slew the nodern Torquemada. · 

This inqu~ry calls to mind the shooting of t wo Matabele envoys, without 
cause, r esultrng as it did in an inquiTy which decided that "the resp onsibility 
for the unfortunate occurrence cannot justly be fixed on any individual, and was 
rnerel:y: ~he res~1lt o~ necessary orders issued in accordance with the exigences of 
t h e mili tary situation. " 
~Assuredly then vve should no t have anticipateda different issue for the above was 

penned by ~nglis_hmen; why should we expect better from cruel Spanish j esnits? 
1~~ore esp~cially s1:1ce Barcel ona was ruled by Martial law during the t orture pe ­
riod, ':Inch was 111 accordance with the " exigences of the mili tary situation. " 
Ever smce Gene'.·al Vi~ ey ler , th e .1~oclern Don Pedro, has returned to Spain he has 
been t he pers0mfic~tion of s ed1t~on, and eventually the public prosecutor de­
man ds a sentence ot two months imprisonment on h im. Vvith this the "Sup· 
r~me C.?1ut of war will comply," but " the government vvill imnih liutely grant 
ln m a rree pardon," so Renter 's wire on Jan. 29. 'l'wo decisions one mor e farcial 
t han t~1e other. So much " fo r the purpose of ascertaining who is r esponsible. " 

.Aga.1;1 we say 'Ye cl? not wish the governrnent to pnnish the tortiir~rs, but we 
cl e11rn 1H~ common Jnstice for thei r victims. . 

Asch cri, M:as, N ogues, Molas and Alsina have been most cruelly t ortu red aud 
sl1 ot . But there are ·some twenty under various sentences still Ii vino- and suffer­
i ng. · These mei1 were. no less victims to the accusation s of the t~tured than 
the t ortur ed themselves were victims to thei r own confessions. 

If the tortur e s~ ar~ t r ue we ar.e j ustifi ed in asserting the confessions are false . 
M~dc as they :ver e m secre:, tned _as these men were in secret, no indepenpent 
eviclence pe~·1111tte c1, evrry cteclarat10n re lating to the tortures r.1;cl t he falsity of 
th e con fe ssions suppressed, surely now that t he tortures have been declared 
~ru~, the inj ustice clon e is graver a milh onfolcl more t han ever t he Dreyfus case 
Is hkely to be. Y et--y et t he ·pr ess are silent, silent because workmen are in 
ques tion . Let tl~e gui l ty g.o u nvunished, ltt uot their par don ho wever be an ex­
cuse fo r the contnrnance of' punishment on the innocent. 

J OSEPH PERRY, 

Hon . Seer. of the Span ish Atroci'ti'es Committee. 

PRISON:· REF~J!(:TtONS, 
The following letter, which will interest som~ of our readers, ha.s been received'. 

from Fred Charles :-
I write you again to-day on Henderson's sugge.sti_on . . .I .~n<l by recent . 

letters that his speculative thinking bad ev~dently dnfte~ qmte aw_ay. from , 
the old materialhit P,6sition, aa he says, "mto a concept10~1 o,~ the ~mvsrse·· 
where every blade of;/grass has roots that grope about et~rmty_ and ~s deep­
ly impressed by reflecting on the "inscrutable myst~ries with wlnch the·, 
world enfolds its crt"atures." I notice Browning has l argely replaced Shelley-. 
in his esteem. His ideas seem pantheistic, or rather approach. the tran~cend- ··; 
ental philosophy, both of which my crude notions have SO?J~ttmes att_nbuted . 
to the same current of thouaht as tho~e labelled Mysticism-pers1stently : 
reappearing views of the world withiri and without us which I sadly want ; 
to know more about. This change of attitnue, and signs that~ deeply r_ooted .: 
tendency exists in this direction to-d ay interest me, as I feel m the ult1mat_e · 
analysis Thought rules the world, an<l all important practical c_hanges ori­
ginate in the intellectual i·egions. Specially interesting to me srnce the or­
dinary theological creeds have become incredible, and return to them f~r ·. 
ever more impossible; (including !111 the dogmat~c forms in which the reh- · 
gions spirit }.1as hitherto been embodied by the g reat r eligions of the .w?1:ld, 
and not alon e when decked out in "Hebrew old clot hes") a nd I am wa1trng: 
fo r more light, for wider conceptions that shall embrace whatever is true in 
all these, be consis tent with all known truths, a nd adap ted to the state 9f cul-
tu re men h a.ve no w arr ived at. . 

N atu rally I look to t he higher branches of Li terature ( to Ar t in its widestr 
sense) to ennob le our existence, and t each and g uide us in t his much en tang· 
led many-sid ed s truggle t ha t hu man life presents. B u t fancy t oo that ~he 
his toric epochs du ring which an earnes t b ei ief of some sort or other gorng . 
b eyond our fiv e senses has prevailed ha ve been the distinct ly h ero i_c, and 
great, a nd frui t ful ones, and I wonder if t h e presen t is a blindy gropi?g re·· 
action from t he shabbiness a nd unburied falsehoods of a t ransit ion p erwd, or 
something mor e hopeful; if modern science will a f ter all lead m to n:ie ta -,­
physics and philosophy; and whether t he wra thfu l attacks on "conven t~o?at 
lies" and all that it involves may not be a necessary prelimi nary to a v1sw rn . 
of t he true, and t o a mo re comp rehensi ve credo than "a lie is u nb elievable.'1 

I do feel t ha t the p resent condition of our industrial system is in many 
ways in tolerable, atid to alter that the most pressing work of to -day; _but I 
d o not t herefo re pictu re the d e-;;tiny of our race as unlimited " cake, a~e an<i 
sk ittles." I n no wav a >J h amed ot t he animal basis of our natnre, one is not 
inclined to d eify it by proposing t be mer e p urs ui t of pleasurable se nsations­
(i n t he mrnal sense) as men's highest ai m, whether for a life- t ime or an, 
eternity . Rather one's d eeper feeli ngs are to uohed by a view of the t~e· · 
mendous poslllibil ities (bJyond the a bolit ion of povet'ty and physical har dship)> 
that a true society based on mu tu al aid and worthy of h uma n beings, instead · 
of tigers and pigs, would. bring with i t possi bi li t ies seen no ionger as vague 
u topian hopes, btit a s s trict scientific ded nctions from asc~rtained facts ; and 
one begins to realize that no t alone t he· collecti ve life of men, b ut even t~at · 
of the weakes t and the poor est may pos".less in a far other than theologICal 
sense an infin i te s ig nifican ce a nd germs at Jea;;t of nobleness and wortb . T he 
wondrous facu lt i ..:s a ud capab ilities that m ust have been lat ent, say in the ­
prehistoric savage, irr esistibly su gge3t that other elements of @u r natu~e · 
ruay sti ll l ie under a d ep,p s leep, a nd t hat our race may be de.;;tined to attain 
far higher l evels of ex is tence tha n have ye t been anywherd reached . For ­
wbich reason the A narchis t side of S ocialist thought al ways strong ly attracts 
me as offering the best p rac t icable condi tion for con t inued d evelopment, for·· 
enabling a man to cul tivate a nd use a ll th at is available in h im, for securing ~ 
i n vario us senses " t he tools t o h im who can handle t hem," and especially as 
forming an em p ha tic pro te!s t against m ere external mechanisni, and recogni_­
tion of a trust in nature ra ther t han bel ief in the omnipotence of organisa- · 
tion a nd art ificial sy stems p ractically cer tain to become in t ime cumbrous 
and cramping. I do hope that the "new spirit" will not harden into fresh · 
mental cbaiHs, b u t r ealize t ha t our m en tal life is vital and grows; and that · 
the whole tru th ou m os t matters lies for ever beyond us. And however · 
kno wledge and i nsight in to t hings may i ncrease as ages roll on, our general 
conceptions can only be a t bes t continuall y nearer approximations to the ­
real ity . If sitting lonely in a cold ce.ll abou t the size of a large packing- · 
case it comes into my mind that s ilent a nd still nar rower graves will ere long · 
swallow u p all . now livii~g, m y m emory al w tells me that a starry sk y exists 
above, myriad centres of ligh t a.nd warmth, and life, and a universe of in- ­
fin ite b eau ty and wonder a ll around ; that thoughts are n ot busier i n the 
mind of ruan than t he m u te fo rces at work on every square yard of earth 's : 
surface ; and there steals over m e the con viction that however things m ay 
appear on the surface at. an y momen t, at b ottom "All's \Vell ." Therefore 
g ive my earnest g reetings t o all com rad es, and as a pri:i!Oner's message for ­
tbe N ew Y ear bid th em strive as Goethe phrases it : "Im G anzen Gnten 
\Vahren resolut zu lelien" (to live resolu tely in the Whole, the Good and ' 
the True) , with no half-hear ted comp r omises between what they feel is fal3e , 
and true; b ut " fai th ful, fearless and loya l to a ll things manly "; t o work on · 
if wi th ou t baste, also wi t hout rest, prepar ing t he world for better days that : 
yet shall be. Is not the whole h istory of men a virtual promise of s uccess~ · 
Take for ii ;stauce t he per iod from thli protest ant reformation with its wide~ 
spread strife for men tal freed om, or the French revolu t ion and the struggle 
for polit ical freedom which followed in most Europea n countries ; and then , 
to the immense movement now growing up throughout the civi l ised world ' 
for eco1rnmic freedom. How many pages might one not fi ll wi th famili ar 
names of p erson·s an d events each one of which was in effec t a restatement 
of the fact that lies and injustice a re contrary to the essential constitu tion of 
thi ngs, and man's natu re a fresh prophe-.:y they shall in no wise end ure fo r · 
ever, let t heir ending cost wha t i.t may, and though all the p owers on Ruth 
joined to bolster thern up 1 Do not their lives too practicall y say in such · 
matters, " the pri ze lies in the r ace and a ma11 's t rue -wages is de light in ­
doing his work "°! My health and spir i ts con tinue abou t as usu ::i.l ( lately-­
excmed heavy lift ing by th e doctor) . . .Have not yet been able t o g iv e your 
th ough t -resLing suggestion a fair t rial. How have "Love':i; Coming of Age" '' 
and the collect ion of essays on labour qu estions gone off? P iease tell s ister 
date of t h is let.tei which is in lieu of a vi sit. A rig h t merry Christmastide · 
and a very ha ppy and prosperous New Year t o you all. (Ji m, the B ing hams, . 
M ay, Bn llas, H ukin, Adams, M a r t in, M u Fl int, if still with you, etc.) Re - · 
me m ber me to all other enquirers you may come acr oss, such as Core, ' Vat- · 
son , S har lan d, Salt; e tc. etc. 

Affectionate r egards to yourself. 

E x cuse this kind of letter by remembering the conditions and limits L 
write unger. 
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INT~RNATIONAL . _NOTES. 

Capitalis~s and gove~nmeuts could give no mor? significant object lesson 
-0£ tpe blessmg they brmg to the p~opl? un.der t~e1r sway than by their re­
..eent attempt at wholesale starvation m the gram market. The American 
farmers produce ~normo~s quantities.of wheat which, in~tead of reaching the 
large centres of rndustnal workers 1.n the most exped1e.nt way, simply be­
:cpme the prey of n?~e~ou~ sets of th1eve~ .. One set, residing at New York 
.0 r Chicago, cor~ers it m. m1mensl~ qt~ant1t1es, and we have all read the ad­
miring articles m the daily pres~, telhng us how one plucky speculator Mr. 
George Ouqrnn's brother-in-law, Mr .. -Leiter of Chicago, actually control~ the 
wheat market of the world, and, havmg .stored a.way as. la:rge a.- quantity of 
wheat as was never before accumulated m one place, will m all probability 
be able to dictate prices for some months to come. What is sent over of 
this wheat, to the European continent, has to pay · the duties imposed by the 
pt her set of public benefact~r~, the various governmenh; and in Italy near· 
ly -30 out of a total of 64 mdltons pounds annual revenue .come from dutieR 
and taxes levied on the bread and food of the people. Then wheat passes into 
the handa of the local speculators; the municipal authorities often impose 
.an octroi duty before it can pass . their doors and last of all, the people's 
friend, the baker, gets his share. . So in a town like VerceJli a kilo of bread 
costs 49 centimes, which me3:ns 9J. per q uartern loaf; it now costs 45c. (a.bout 
8d. per loaf) and, as I read rn the Secolo of Jfu1. 30, "a new form of bread is 
.studied now" in this town, which would be still cheaper ! 

No wonder that the people, seeing how they are r<Jbbed, also begin to com­
bine and to use the only means at their disposal. That bread mudt become 
eheaper or more serious events will happen is plain from the demonstrations 
how taking place all over Italy. Whilst we regret that the movement stop­
ped there and dwindle~ away after a. number of small conc.e:ssions had been 
obtained, we welcome It as a proof of the fact that in every serious matt0r 
after all the people has learned-Jr rather never furgotten-to act directly 
and to. take matters in its own hands. It takes very little to make them 
forget the roundabout ways of a political machinery which so many politi­
ciaus, from Con~ervative to SJcial-democrat, coutinnally strive to hammer 
into their heads. The Italians gave another spendid example two years ago, 
after the defeat in Abyssinia, when instead of listening· tot.he provocations 
-0f militarism to find~another pretext for increased armaments and fresh na­
tional hatred, the people in so many tOwns prevented the sending of another 
army to Africa, and thus secured peace. 

Small "bread riots" at Siculiana and other places in Sicily were followed 
on Jan. 16 and 17 by large popular demonstrations at Ancona where grain­
iltores were storm~d, streets barricaded and the military defieµ until the 
price of bread was reduced to 35 centimes per kilo (6d. per quartern loaf). 
.L'Agitazio1te, the local Anarchist paper, was of course the first victim of the 
government. Malatesta, Smorti and Bersaglia. being arrested on January 17 
and are still kept in prison togethtr with a great number of comrades and 
workingmen. A special edition of a new paper was seized also, but after a 
week's interruption L'Agitazione reappeared and has since regularly come to 
hand. 

Similar demonstrations occured at Forli, Macerata (Jau. 19 where women 
.carried away the grain from a store), Sinigaglia (Jau. 19 where stores and 
railway vans were equally sacked by women), at Gallipoli· (Jan. 23), Flo­
rence (Jan. 23), Milan, Naples, Perugia, Caserta, Piacenza, ¥essina and 
many other towns. The government is arming an<l calling reserves out all 
-0ver the country; the chamber of deputies defied the people by conceding 
but an insignificant reduction of the duty on grain. The people ceased to 
·demonstrate for the moment, probably until the insufticiency of the small 
concessions obtained will Le universally felt. They go but thay ca.n come 
again at any moment, in this lays their strength; an organisation may be 
-0.isi>olved, any uumLer of distinct acts may be repressed Lut the people its~lf 
.cannot be got out of the way. Many times more they may be induced to 
return to their old misery *nd slavery but an occasion will arise -when they 
will come and mean to stay and then this system will be at its wits end~. No 
·Oppression, no exploitation is so bad as voluntary submission and mental 
.servi~ity, and frum tliese the Italian people seems in a good way to emanci-
pate itself. · 

These events a.re little noticed whilst all attention is concentrated on the 
tri:11 of Emile Zola which ended by his condemnation to one year im­
prisonment, under the frantic applause of the well-dressed mob who are now 
.as eager to lick the boots of the army chiefa as · they were in M11y 1871, 
when they insulted and ill-treated the Parisian workingmen, the prisoners of 
ihe Commune, led through the streets of Versailles hy the brave army 
to summary execution or transportation. The position of the French 
Anarchists on this matter can be seen from a series of articles (to be 
pu?lished as a pamphlet) by Sebastien -Faure in the Libertaire (Les Anw·· 
-ehistes et l'ajfaire Dreyfus) an article by Charles Albert in the Temps Hou· 
-veaux of Jan. 29, a ldter'by Jean Grave to z,1a m the Aurore of Fe~. ~!, 
and E. Pouget's Pere Peinard. Excepting the latter, I find that the s1gmfi­
·Cance _of the trial i& now more clearly grasped when a~l. have se_e!1 t.hat Zola 
~n~ h1s counsel really strike hard at the rotten superst1t1on of m1htary super­
iority an<l the rule of the sabre above all. What a number of comrades on 
one iside (the L~gurJ des Anti-patriotes) and many young aut~ors, ~ucieu Des­
.caves (Sous-Ojls), George Darien (Biribi), etc., on the other s1~e! tr1e<l t? effect 
for yea~s, to ex pose the military fetish in its dull, brutal, spmt_less h1_deo~s­
.nes~,-1s powerfully supported uy the immense publicity given to this trial 
which ~ecame, in a wider sense than perhaps Zola himself at first thought, a 
-revolut_10nary act par excellence. Enormous efforts are made by govern­
·~entahsts and clericals to hinder all this from having its full effect ~nd the 
mfamous roll of the majority of the daily press-to be a regular barrier con­
trolled Ly the vilest reactionary interests between the people and the truth 
-never became more evident; anti-Jewish riots disgraced Algiers _and ev~n 
French towns, and a new St. Bartholemew for Jews is under discussion. Snll 
we do not see that the working people anywhere listen to th_ese ~ppeals of the 
.army an~ the clitrgy, and if this proves true to the end, it ~111. be another 
hopeful sign that, after all, the days of authority and explo1tat10n way be 
numbered. 

. <;'f new literature I will mention the publication or p1·eparation of trana­
fatio~s of Kropotkiue's volumes in many less-known languages, so that 
.English editions should be hurried up in order not to be the very last. The 
Co:iiuest of Bread exists now also iu Portuguese and Norwegian (;tt Bergen) 
.edn~ons a_u?, ~eaid11s a Bohemian translation (in parts, at New York), _au 
Italian ed1t1on 18 prepared at Mautova. Of the Wo1·ds of a Rebel a Bohenuan · 

translation appears at New Y oi·k (in pai:ts! edited by Volne · Listy). T/ie 
State appeared in Dntch aud will be translated in Fridom of Norway. 

Law and Authority, first translated in 1886 (London)wa.s reprinted in Free 
Society of San Francisco and is the first pamphlet of the "Free S'Jciety Li-
brary" (5 cents). : · 

Jean Grave printed two pamphlets: La Pana·~ee-Revob-"tion and Le Ha­
chinisme, extracts from his larger books (Paris, Temps Nouveaux). Moat's 
Deistic Pestilence reached its 26th edition at Buffalo, N. Y. Ten years ago 
au Euglish translation of this pamphlet existed .; since then the p~rticular 
pr:stilenee alluded to bas not so much decreased, unfortunately, as to make a 
reprint _uselcrss. 

. In Italy comrades of local groups often combine to bring out single num­
bers of papers; such numbers appeared at N aplesl(ll Tu1·bine and L' Ajfamato), 
at Lucca (Agz'.tiamoci), at Bologna '(La Liberta), etc. Il Niwvo Verba at Par· 
ma and L'Aurora at Torino are new papers about to be published. 

M. Angiolillo't'l portrait is isstted sepuately by the Qitesti•nie Sociale of 
Paterson, N. J. (10 cents; this address is suffident). 

.Another libertarian play, La Cage, by Lucien D~scaves, was acted at the 
Theatre Antoine in Paris; it deals with the narrowness and misery so often 
detected if a corner of the curtain of sacred family life is lifted. After two 
representations at this private theatre, the censor prohibited its being acted 
in public. So public conscience which was so much upset by 0. Mirbeau's 
Maiwais Bergers has been saved from this new shock by the paternal care 
of the governllient. The author will read the piece before the group L'Idee 
.Nouvelle and it has j ustbeen published i1i book form (P.-V. Stock, 1 fr. 50 c.) 

COMRADESHIP. 
This question of human solidarity unfortunately does not interest 

many people, and it is deplorable to find that in many the love of i:elf 
strongly predominates. We mean her~ of course that selfishness which 
is anti-social in spirit and not the "enlightened selfishness" of the 
Egoists. To-day we see many amongst us who in satisfying their own 
greed are quite careless as to the sufferings of their fellow creatures. 
At this fact we need express no surprise, since it is the direct result 
of cruel and -unjust social conditions, -founded as they are upon greed,. 
avarice and tyranny. Man; like all animals, is the product of the en· 
vironment in which he exists, and his morality and his social fPelings 
a.re the direct outcome of these conditions. Mutual ~ffection between · 
human beings seldom much farther than their own circle of relations 
or friends. Our social and economical condition causes us to view 
each. . other with mistrust, prejudice and often bitter hatred. Bad so­
cid. ,co~ditions have in a large measure crushed this spit-it of love and 
true ·'G-3mradeship between men, and have divided the great · human 
family into countless factions, creating antagonisms which have cast a 
shadow of despair and misery over the history of mankind. The love 
we have for our parents, or our brothers or sisters is a natural in­
stinct, but is it not often of a very shallow description~ We have yet · 
to learn that ou1· love for others has not only to exist within our own 
circle of friends, but that we have to recognise every human being ir­
respective of nationality, colour, or creed, a~ a brother whose life is 
part of our own, whose well-being and development is as important to 
us as our own. It is this spirit of love and unselfishne:;s which will 
ennoble men,:and whieh will raise him to a higher plane of development. 
And we see that this fraternal spirit has existed in many communities, 
and does even at the present time where there exists a strong feeling of 
brotherhood, and where all t_he members of the tribe or clan share each 
others joys and misfortunes, where the loss of a member casts a gloom 
over the rest of the community. . 

This may seem somewhat strange to many who boast of their civi­
lisation, but among Redskins, for instance, it is not at all uncommon: _ 
"In their clans, in thefr tribes, each leans upon and counts upon his 
neighbour. The loss of a single warrior seems to them a subject of _ in­
finite regret, because it weakens the association. It is inculcated upon · 
the Redskin chiefs to look after their men; a victory dearly bought 
dishonoues him who has achieved it."1 These people whom many look 
upon with disdain, and who have · not advanced so far in subduing 
nature as the white man has, possess a spirit of fraternity ond altt:li.ism 
which is the outcome of their simple communal life.'' 2 Indeed'·;ii1(ob­
servers ancient aiad mo~ern have recognised and often admired~t!'ie: ~g~p.'.e-r;­
ous qualities existing amongst the Redskin some of this·'test!iri,.ifoy I 
will quote. Oharlevoix, speaking of the great mutual con~id.era,~_ipp,s_:· 
shown by the Indians to one another: says : "This doubtfe"ss .a:f~s.~s 
partly from the fact t.hat mine and thine, those icy worlds as,::saint 
Ohrysostorn calls them, arn not yet known among these savages. _ The 
care that they take of orphans, widows and infirm, the ho:-pitality they 
exercise so admirably, .are merely a consequence of their persuasio·n that 
all ought to be held in common amongst men." ·,:- ' 

As regards altruism and mutual aid the white man might learn many 
good lessons from these noble people. We know how muc~ he needs 
it. And yet we find that c-omrnercialism has not succeeded in entirely 
obliteratin·g all tha.t is noble in humanity. There are plenty of cases 
in Europe'ln societies occuring daily in which huq1an beings m tke S:l.C­

rifices for each other. How often do we hear of a person seeing an~ 
other in danger hasten to the rescue. Their is a house in fi Lmes, the 
inmates appear at the _windows crying fol' aid. But they do no~ cry 
in vain, there ar@ nmnerous hiands ready to Msist in t.he rnscue. Or a. 
person may be struggling in the water, you see a plucky fellow- h:-1.sten 
to save his unfortunate fellow crnature. This Altruistic feelillg is · 
spontaneous, it is a part of the noble character of 10an, which bad 
institutions have failed to crush, and in many this fellow feeling comes 
naturally, it is not prompted by the desire of gt1.in, neither is there 1tny 
need of a la:w to enforce it. (1h be Concluded.) R. C. M . 

I 2 p 1 operty, its ~rifJin, by C. Letourneau, pp. 51 and 57. 
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THE PROPAGANDA.· 

LONDON. 

On Friday ~vening, Feb. llth, a farewell meeting ~as held. in Chri~tchurch 
Hall, to say good bye to our comrade Weinberg of Phi!adelph1a, who mtended 
to leave Loudon for Liverpool the same eve11i11g on lns returu to New York. 
Like all the meetings he has addressed during bis ten ~ee~s here, the place 
was crowded to suffocation; in fact it is years since our Je\VIsh comrades ~ave 
bad here a propagandist who has drawn such crowds and who has un.1ted 
them has he has done. The Jeilult was that after comrades B;!ron, Lyshuch, 
Turner and Cahan had spoke11, Michailom and Bonhoff respectively sung 
and recited-when comrade Wein berg came to speak and say good bye, t~e 
audience would not hear of it, and after detaining till. too late for the. tram, . 
made him promise to stay a while longer. During his stay he has dehv~red 
twenty-oue lectures in London and the pro\: inces. In Leeds several times 
over 2,000 people crowded to hear him. Glasgow and Liverpool_ w~re .al­
most as buccessful. His simple yet eloquent speaking secured htm rn_vita­
tions from SflVeral of the Jewish Trade-Unions, among others the Tailors. 
Kropotkine ,wrote regretting he could not attend the farewell meeting but 
pe1h:.ips he will when he really does go. This ouly shows what a sound sen-
sible comrade can accomplish. We wish him continued succ~ss. J. T. 

GLASGOW. 

We started the winter's work with a series of addresses delivered at the 
Group meeti1Jgs, by the more intelligent members. Ti1~y comprised papers 
on "Colonisation," "Fundementals," "Mutual Aid," "True Co-operation." 
and "Non-resistancf'." These meetings offered a splendid opportunity for 
the older comrades of the Group to be useful in making our principles plain 
to thP. younger members; this opportunity was taken foll advantage of. 

Several of the comrades were invited down to Muirkirk (a small mining 
village about 40 miles from Glasgow) to lecture; this was the first occasion 
that Anarchist lectures had ever been held there, but our comrades' efforts 
were highly appreciated by the audience that assembled to hear the truth of 
Auarcbisru exponuled. We are largely indebted to the Italian and German 
cornrades resident in tll1e village for the success of these meetings. 

.At Bridgeton a course of six lectures were <le livered and were as success­
fql aEJ tbe comrndes anticipattd, The Eclectic Sociali8t Union and the Group 
!5tarted a sedei;i of rtonthly wetk·uight meetings. First lecturer V. de 
Cleyre, on "Philosophy of Anarchism ; after this very successful meeting, 
the I. L. P., S. D. F., C. S. L., E. S. W., and Solidarity Auarchist Group all 
joined in running these monthly meetings. The second meeting was the 
Chicago Commemoration, with a good vocal and musical programme; it was 
splendid, but the speaking was the least attractive part of the evening's pro­
ceedings when it should have been thP. strougest. Next meetings: Council­
lor Ferguson on "Land values"; Enid S tacy on "S1>cialisru and Trad·e­
U nionism "; J.C. Kenworthy on "Socialism, Communism aud Anarchism, 
What thty are." This lecture was masterly delivered and our comrade has 
the gift of arousing the sympathy of the most apathetic audience; tbe impres­
sion was a lasting one. These lectures have not been a fin ancial success, and 
~his seems to be the criterion by which some Socialists and ewn Auarchists 
gauge success. The pity of it! Although not a successful capitalistic ven­
ture, they have carn:ied the more intelligent members of all S0cialist schools 
of thought to come more in touch with one another, and this has tended to 
soften the asperities which we had towards each other. The more we see 
the other · side and understa.nd it, the less need we see for this everlasting 
bicke1iug and quarreling about names and classifications and the more one 
realizes the necessity of ever keeping the end in view (methods are only for 
politicians aud other such unclean cattle), the end we are all striving for : 
An era of love, based on Vo_luntll.ry Co-operation, i .. e. Anarchism. 

The Jewish comrades had a visit from comrade Weinberg, America, and 
they held a number of largely attended meetings, and the good sBed sown by 
him will be sure to bring forth fruit after its kind . 

A number of tLe comrades have been lecturing to Co-operative and Ethic­
al societies, Trade-Unions and I. L. P. branches, , and at most of these meet­
ings we have been successful in raising lively discussions and leavinO' behind 
a good impression. General impression: "Oh! I yer a recht, but it's gie 
far awa ! " Taking us all through we have carried on a very successful 
winter propaganda, · an~ we are now looking forward to the spring, tra-la-la, 
when we once lfilore will mount the stool and address the stolid audience of 
lamposts until our more stolid audience c1Jmes along-i. e. the Schotchruen 
that can't see a joke in Freedom. W. DUFF. ' 

LIVERPOOL. 

We have had practically no propaganda here for several months as we 
have ouly one Euglish Anarchist speaker, and his time has been given' to the 
Cabinet makers' strike. However out door meetings were started aO'ain last 
Sunday and we hope to continue the meetings through the summer. 

0 

· .As • o your London <;Jonf~rence, we should be glad to see a bright little 
weekly paper, a wee bit w1tt.y to catch the eye of the passer by, if the com­
rades thi1Jk they could support it. It would not affect Freedom which 
has s:pecial work .of its own to do, and we feel 2ure the Freedom Group would 
help It. . MAGGIE SINNETT. · 

CANNING TOWN. 

During F~bruary we have held group meetings every Thursday, followed 
by dilcussion, also meetings on Sunday mornings at which Leggatt has 
spoken, ai.d Perry and Kelly of New York have been down, but weather 
preventtd a meeting. In the summer we hope to be as regular as of old. 

We are beginning to see some of the results of the last strike in the tactics 
the enipfoyers are using towards the _men. We enclose a form that you may 
s.ee what tlie men are expected to sign. For next Freedom we will send up 
~ detailled account of what is happening here between the men and the 
masters. , 

The .Anarchist Literature Bureau.-Manchester. 

· A Voluntary Associ ation of Workt>rs, formed for the purpose of propagating' 
th e principles of Anarchist-Commui1ism by means of the distribution of parnph· 
let-s ; leaflets, etc., also for the sale of Socialist, Revolutionary, and advanced 
literature. 

.French and .American Anarchist journals, books, ancl pamphlets sold:. Le Li­
bertai·i·e, L'Hwmanite Noitvelle, Les Temps Nouveaux, Free Society, Lucifer, The 
Age of '1.'lzought, Ann stro11g's Aittonomi'st, etc. Terms cash. Apply to John 
Racon, Brick.Row, Marplr. 

FREEDOM . PAMPHLETS. 

No. I. THE WAGE SYSTEM. BY PETER KRoPOTKINE. ld. 

No. 2~ .THE COMMUN:E OF PARIS. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. ld. 

No. 3. A TALK ABOUT ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM BETWEEN Two· 
WORKERS. BY E. MALATE;:;TA. ld. ' 

No. 4. ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM: ITS BASIS AND PRINCIPLES. BY 
PE'l'ER KROPOTKINE. ld. . 

No. 5 . .ANARCHY. BY E. MALATESTA. ld. 

No. 6. ANARCHIST MORALITY. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. ld. 

No. 7. EXPROPRIATION. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. ld. 

No. 8. AN A.RCHISM AND OUTRAGE . .BY C. M. WILSON id. 
No. 9. AN ARUHY ON TRIAL-George Etievant, Jean Grave and. 

Otserio Santo. 32 pages; ld. 

No. 10. ANARCHISM: ITS PHILOSOPHY AND IDEAL. ld. 

Other Pamph.1e"ts. 

LA w AND AUTHORITY. BY PETER KROPOTKIN E. 2d. 

EVOLUTiON AND REVOLUTION. BY ELYSEE RECLUS. Id. 

AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. ld. 

THE CHICAGO MARTYRS. Their speeches in Court and the record or 
their trial, with . the reasons given by Governor Alt.geld for pardon­
ing Fielden, Schwab, and N eebe ; price sixpence. Spies speech in 
pamphlet form, ld. 

GOD AND THE STATE. BY MICHAEL BAKOUNINE. Price fourpence. 

AN ANARCHIST ON ANARCHY. BY ELYSEE RECLUS. ld. 

'rHE TABLES TURNED; OR, NuPKINS AWAKENED. A Socialist 
interlude. By WILLIAM MoRitIS. ls. each. 

(Only a fe.w of these original copies left.) 

THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. By WILLIAM MORRIS, E. BELFORT 
BAX and VICTOR DAYE. 2d. 

THE IDEAL AND YOUTH. BY ELYSEE RECLUS. ld. 

REVOLUTIONARY STUDIES. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. ld. 

REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. ld. 

SOCIAL DEl\tIOCRACY IN GERM.A.~Y. By GBSTAV LANDAUER. !d. ·r · 

MONOPOLY; OR, How LABOR IS RoBBED. By WILLIAM MoRRIS. ld .. 
CHANTS FOR SOCIALISTS. BY WILLIAM MORRIS. ld. 

USEFUL WORK VERSUS USELESS TOIL. BY WILLIAM MORRIS. ld. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIE DE l'.ANARCHIE par M. NETTLAU. Prefaced' E1LSEE REcLus;: 
· Brussels, 51 rue des Eperonniers, 1897 ; 294 pp. 5 francs ; post 

free for 4 shillings prepaid. 

THE OLD IDEAL AND :PRE NEW, By EMIL F. RuEDEBlJSCH; 

best pamphlet out on the sex question, 2s. 6d. post free. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 

In future we must ?·eqnest that all O'rde1·s for pamphlets be accornpaniei£ 
with cash. We a're compelled to adhere to this as we need funds fo1· · 
rep1·inting. 

MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Donations Publication Fimd. ·-Delorme 6d., Lear 2s., Lagsdon 3s., N. F. D. 2s •. 
N. 2s. 4. 

Anniwl Subscriptions.-C. K. Elly 2/6, Hartehorn 1/6. 
FREEDOM Guarantee Fnnd.-J. Perry 2s., Muller ls., A. M. 5s., A. M. L. ls.,. 

C. M. W. £L, Henry W. Nevinsoii 2s. 
Sales of FREEDOM.-Delorme 3/8, Rean 3d., Swenson 1/4, Edwards 1/6, Wess 1/4, 

Emery 2/6, Reeves 1/3, N otkin 16/5, Duff 12s., Canning Town 1/6, Robertson,, 
6s., Taylor 3s., Maggie Sinnett 2/8, Manchester Group 7 /4, Newsagents 1/6,, 

.. Office 4d. 
Sales of FREEDOM Pamphlets.-Wilkes 1/3, B. Pierre 3s., Delormid/9!. 

[Will comrades in the London and provincial Groups make a point of furnishing .. 
us with reports of their meetings and progress by not later than the 20th of each, . 
month.-:ED.] 
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Freedom and pamphlets can be obtained from E. Delorme, 54 DanieL 
Hill U pperthorpe. ·. · 
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