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I 848- I 87_1. 
A ,P,peech deli'vm·ed by P. Kropotkin qt the Commitne Celebration, 1898. 

We ai·e here to-night to commemorate two great events : the 50th 
anniversary of the revolution of 1848 in Europe, and the 27th annfa1et ­
versary of the Commune revolution of 1871 at P .. 1.ris. 
W~ hnv~ ~o often commemor~ted the 18th of .March, so often spoken 

of this upr1smg: t hat he who will consult oHr papers for the last ten or 
eleven years will find i.n the commemoration a1·ticles and speeches near­
ly all that can be snid about .that great event. A most instructive 
bookle.t could be ma de of these Gommune speeches and papers. ·. 

I will say, t herefore, a few words on the Revolntion of 1848. 
To begin with, .no pi·oper his1·01·y of th,at movement has ever been w1·it­

ten--not even by B.adicab, l10t even by Socialists. 
Up till now all hi:::; tories of · ?"evolutionary movem ents were written 

according to the following ?"eceipt :- · 
'.l'he misery of the people was great.; the people revolted. It was 

parti~lly successful , but ultimately defeated : there was great bl,oodshed 
-qmte usele~s . The. p~o~le was ~efeated because it was not organised, 
was not sufficiently disciplined. ihey went too far in their dema.uds. 

What can be deducted from such books and pamphlets ?-Be disci­
plined! Don't go too far .in your demands. Obey you~· leaders! M3;ke 
no unsuccessful movement! 

Such a view, however, is utterly false in three respects. 
False as regardH the time bef01·e the revolution. False as regards the 

revolution itself. False as regards its consequences. 
. Befo1·e every revolution times are undoubtedly bad. Popular misery 
is a source of discontm1t. But every thing is not bad all round during 
the years which precede a revolution. 

Revolutions have never been and nevm· will be a result of sheer despair. 
Sudd~n misery and crises may prevail in the years which precede a re­
volution, but t hese years are also always years of hope. It is hope-not 
despai1·-which prepm·es revolu.tions. . 
. , The dow?-~1:odde.n peasants, workers, or nationalities begin to hope 
i?- the possib1l1t.y of a better future. In the name of that hope, agita­
tion spreads amidst the peasants, the workers, the citizens, the down-

- trodden nationalities. 
It was the hope of getting rid of British rule which inspired the Irish 

a hundred years ago, in 1798. Hope which took hold of the minds in 
Europe in 1848, H ope which moved the Paris workers in 1871. 

Another feature. No revolution falls upon us from the skies. Each 
of them has been p1·epared in two ways. . · 

The revolution may be purely political ,in its course and results~as 
. the M.a:ch revolution in ,Berlin was to a great extent. But be it pure­

ly political or even purely nationalist-it was a Social a Socialist a 
0 . ' ' o"!'1'm~nist movement of ideas, a movement in the economical sphere 
which m every case has prepared it. 11! asses of people have never been 

, nor 1?ill be set. into raotion on merely political grounds. This is a lesson 
of h~stor.y wh10h ought to be impressed upon all those who live under 

. th~ illusion that . the· political institutions of a country may be changed, 
or mdependence may be won, in the name of political liberty alone. 
The1·e must be a distinct rJconomical issue in view f01· the people if you ex­
pect that people to act in a revolutionary way. The clearer the issue­
the better; but it '111/ltst be there. 

So it was in France in 1789-the abolition of rural and- municipal 
se~fdom and of obligations resulting therefrom. So it was in 1848. 

· The :years 1830-1848 were years of a most extensive Socialist propa-
ganda m. Western Europe. The number of Socialist and especially 
Commumst _book~, papers and pamphlets which were circulated during 
those years m this country and in France was enormous. These books, 
papers ai1d. pamphlets are forgotten, ignored by our generation; this 
~gn~~ance i.s the only reason why we hear so much of "scientific Social­
ism as bemg of recent creation whilst there is not in the . so-called 
scientific Socialism, one single 'assertion, general or' of detail, which 
w?uld not hav_e. been developed, even more scientifically, and always 
with more lucichty, in the English and French literature of 1830-1848. 
Eve~y year we discover in Robert Owen, in Thoarpson, in Proudhon 
an~ m a mass of writers unearthed but. lately, every one of the ideas 
WhIC.h are enunciated now as new discoveries, in a less metaphysic garb 
but ma more scientific shape. . 

These wei:e wonderful years, wheu. an_ .. immense amount of Socialist 
~pd Anarchist thought were thrown out into the world, and circulated 
m scores of tl~ousands of copies. 

And these ideas bore their fruit. Not one single revolution has ever 

broken oui in the world without having been prepared by scores of par­
tial outbreaks. Revolutions are not military parades ." It is the mass 
of the people which comes on the scene in a revolution; and masses of 
people have never been moved except by scores of partial, preliminary 
outbl'eaks. 

Hundreds of partial peasants' outbreaks took place in France before · 
the people-of Paris took the Bas~ille on July 14, 1789. 

Scores of small outbreaks ar.d machine wars took place in this country 
before '48; and even in down-tl'odden Germany the little fighting which 
took place at Berlin on the 18th of March 1848 was preceded by several 
outbreaks of weavers and coal miners, only now brought to the mem'ory 
of our generation by onr friend Hanptm'tn. · 

In France, the rnign of Louis-Philippe was an uninterrupted series 
of po1itica1 conspiracies of the Blanquists, and of labourers' ontbreaks of 
which the Lyons insunection broke out with tbe watchword :-

To live WOl'king, 
To die fighting ! 

As to Italy I hardly need _ mention the countless attempts of Mazzini 
and his followers to shake off the An:strian yoke and the hundreds of 
popular outbreaks which took place in the provinces belonging to the 
Pope or ruled by the Austrians. 

The leading feature of the revolution of 1848 was, first of 'all, that it 
was European-not merely national. No sooner had it broken out in 
Rome than it spread to France, to Vienna, to Berlin. It began a new 
era. It showed· that henceforward insurrections may still remain local 
and national, but that revolutions of any serious moment will hence­
forward be inter-national. They will spread, like wild fire, to several 
countries at once. Even insula1· Eugland was in 1844. on the verge of 
a revolution, which was only averted by rapid concessions to popular 
agitation. · · 

Henceforward, revolution will not be kept back by frontiers. In each 
country, of course, they will take their. own character, but they will be 
European-not local. At the next revolutionary outburst, Germany, 
which is now in the state that France was fifty years ago, will probably 
make its revolution of 1848; she will try State Socialism in a unitarian, 
centralised republic. Russia may make her revolution of 1789; but 
France, owing to the beacon that was planted by the Commune of Paris 
in 1871, and to the subsequent growth of Communalist ideas, will al­
ready proceed with the dismemberment of the State, and will try some­
thing better than State Socialism : her revolution will bear traces or 
Anarchist ideas; Spain, and also possibly Italy, will follow her more of 
less in that. new phase of human development. 

When we now read the F1·ench republican literature of the "forties,". 
. we clearly see that for the I'epublican of those times, the republic was 

not a mere change in the forms of government. People lived then un­
der the illusion that the moment that France would get i·id of Kings, and 
have a national parliament elected by itniversal sujfrage.-convinced 
Equality would come out by itself, through legislation, throiigh the 'Popu.-

. la1· Government,' in the 'Popular State '-the Volks-Staat as German 
Social-Democrats say up to the present date. 

The State woqld put an end to the prevailing misery. The State­
that is the Nat.ional Pa.diament-would reorganise industry, by aid­
ing the workingmen's associations to become the owners of the factories. 
The State would send " armies " of workers to bring under culture new 
lanes and. cultivate them in accordance , with science-you know well 
these fancies, be it only through Marx and Engels' " Communist Ma­
nifesto" which remains a sort of bible for the German Social-Demo­
c~ats. Fifty years ago, these illusions were shared in France by nearly 
all Socialists, a~ they are now shared in Germany. 

Federalist ideas were then repudiated in France ns an incarnation of 
reaction-just as they are now repudiated in Germany. The worship 
of the Convention of 1793, and the J acobite Club, which were repre­
sented as having made the Great Revolution, while in reality they were 
obstacles· to whatever really had been achieved in the economic field by 
the F1 ench peasants and workers:__the worship of what they described. 
a$ the dictatir,ri of the people but what was really a d!ctature of -the few 
against the people, was supreme. Whatever has been done by the 
people itself in .the country or in t~e revo.lutionary 1?nnicipalities. (the 
taking of the land and the destruct10n of feudal servitude) was either 
totally ignored, or represented as the wOJ·k of paid Rgents of reaction. 

In this state of mind Frenchmen nominated 'their revolutiona.i·y Pro­
visory Government; in this state of mind they elected a National As-
sembly; . . 

'l'he disappointment was terrible. No revolution in the facts of real 
life having taken place in the provinces; no revolution whatever in 
economical relation8 h~ving taken place even ~n Pads, the r.:>vr.Jntionary 
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work havi_ng beep left to a Natioual Represent::r.fi~~-------:-~h-is : .. represent3'- ,cussion, he excl~i~ed and proved: ': The C~~~~~~: -~;H ba :-'i°zt o: sh& 
tion he~ame tJx~ 'veagqn 'of ·tl1e aQJii':Suciafi:-;t reaJ!tion-;Y:- ~ ~: · ·:· wlll be nothing:.i" .. . .· : · \ .-_·.. . .· 

In vain _t11·~ people dLPa~is ~.ii~il to. impress mq~;e a;qvanced !fl.~as upon · This was W.nat the Commune Of'PariS of 1871 attempt-gd tp'•realise. 
that :bogy: 01rce in :power it .oi;g.auised the -J:tliddle-cbss voluq~~ers, a"Qd At'it, time when the ·J acobinis~ c~ntralisation id_e~s •·w-~re revived and 
while it releO'ated the· two Soci~lfst members of the Provision~rGovern- ma!le .,a f_e!.1,rful _hav~.c even w1thm . the Interi:i.atrnnal W:o~·ki~gmen's 
mentl,-;Loni~ ·:Bianc and Albert~to a l\'linist:vy · or · Committee of Re- , A~sqciatiqi:t-,ever:yop~ paying a tribu~?,· to them, ,th'e Paris wor~ers mad0" 
fm·ms fo the Ltixembolirg palace,' it fos1{ no time in organisfog the mili::. .~_,.;.-~ · ~1~w step ah~J>l~9ted a new_: J>-a.n?~:r -m the revo~-qt!onary niov~lnent: 
tary p~wer which was to be used to c!'ush a possib~e oi1tbreak. the, Commune ! . . - " .... . . . . . . _ 

Loms Blanc and Albert, supported by a committee of workers, had 1he commune! supreme m its_ e_..tire economical and political l~fe. The-
to face the insoluqle problem .of orO'anisino- State productjoi:l. .I~olated _commune becommg_ all, aft~r havu?g so .~ong been nothing, nothmg but. 
as they were .from the masse:;;, wllidh;.afoi1~ ~CQ~llC have_giY-en the inspir- a parcel of the State. 
ation for a revolutionary ch11nge in the wi.iys and ineans of production, . ''Let every other~par,:~ of France do _ a,s they lik.e: call in a . ki!!g if 
t_~ex. ~on _Fe~·e driven to _simply or~anise relief-\v01·k~: -Uiiempl~yed - -~they be lieve still in his .divine power~. Le~ them .support any Church 
from all prov~nces rushed. rn. Rcores. of thousauds. to. Pµ.ns . . l~e"._91?~1011.., .: anci all_ Chu~·ch~s t?ey like-we, Paris, don t want ·to be governE:d by 
istsi would have seen inthe miss of the best wo:rker~_ ot ?a! ·i!'> ~he ele- them nor do we pretend fo-. gov·ern:··theiri ! " -_ · .. - ---- · · ·- · ·<· · · , 

· ment for taking possession.:_ de fcicta, irr:espective- of the sallction of the · This principle was so. n_ew that ev:~n in ~he advanced camp of the So-
. , Cl~ambe:i,·-of all that was necessary fodl.ving and · producin~, ' to vivre cialists it was not underst9oa. .And'."yet/ it ~vas the principle of the _!e­
, en tmvai'.llant (to live 'vo~·king), as the Lyoi.1s ·weavers said. . But· the volution of the communes in the twelfth century which was now pro­

state-Socialist Louis BJanc,_.a \vorsl11pp-e1· ·of ·· orde1· find 'discipline- claimed by the workers of Paris, and \Vas to become henceforward the 
gradually dropped into 1 elief-works for unemployed :a,-nd ·into State's watchword of the Social revol~1tion. 
aid to co-opel'a.tive societies, "tvhile the government adroitly sent its own : Why should Paris, Lyons, St. Etienne be kept back in their progress 

.m::m.(Thomas) to render even -the'se relief-works as · unpopular as I_>OS- ·1 to~ards Communism by the backwa:i:·d stay of the populations of Brit-
sible. ._ . , .. ,,. : · -.- . ·.. "ta'Ily and Western France altogether. Why should it be dragged back:-

'l'lie wol'kers of ,Paris, on the pro.clarn~tion of the Republic, had._sent wards, obey a king whom you believe in, . give up our children to the 
a deputation to the gover.r~ment "to offer three months of misery to the 'priest, a_nd neve'r make a move in the Communist direction, only for 
service of the Republic. '' . · They hoped that something would be made the sake of belonging . to the same State as yon! . . , 
for them in the meantime. But when the government felt ipself strong 'l'o exchange with you our 'produce;· :to federate with you for building 
enough, it discharged the relief-works' brigades, and ordered part of a railwtl:y or a canal; or for repulsing a common enemy-well and 
them to be marched to Algeria... . . . good! ' But why should we obey the rul~rs whom you cho?se still to 

"The alarm-bell began to i·ing on tlJ.e t0we~' of St. ~u1pice, .'calling impose upon yourselves?· We are strong enough ,to.live by ourse~ves ! 
the proletarians to arms,'' : as Herzen wrote. , BarriCades · grew , up; ~rhis wa.s· the new principle which proclaimed the 'people . of . Paris_ on 
General Cavaignac reconnoitred· the position. The fight began. The . the 18th of March in 1871. · A principle so. little understood at. that 
proletarians fought with the energy of despair; but the troops, gorged . time that 'for years after the' Commune we, Anarchists, had to sustain 
with brandy, excited against' th'e'" :fobbets," fought this time and, after the most bitter polemics-and haye partly still-against' the leaders of 
~bloody fight which lasted for three days, the proletarian·s were de- ' Social-Democracy who · treated lls ·as fools for expressing such ideas. 
feated. . · · · · . ·; - . . · Even now, how many will not see that this was the fundamental idea 
_ lVfos~~teres and transportations by the thousand began. Men, women . of the 'March uprising' of Paris__:_so admirably well worded in. the pro-
ancl children were shot by the hundred .. A . dar.k, glo<;>my night set over cla;rriation of the Committee of the National Gt1~rcl . 

. Enrope. A wild, black reaction , began. E.ven Socialist ideas , were , The conditions in which the Commune was proCiaimed-with German 
wiped _out of the · minds of the next g.e4eration. We began., re-building armies at its door, after 'a crushing national defeat-and wi~h ~he mis­
thnt glodous building like men who eome to the buried, site of .an old take of a centralised power for Paris which vvas made at the outset, the 

'. city_ ai1d begin t.o build a uew one, almost u.nconsqipus' of the treasures Commnne could not live long enough to pass from the principle it had 
" , of nrcliitectme b~1riecl under the lo4IIJ. nnd ,rubbish, accumulated above proclaimed ~o i_ts application. Qu,ite ' a .jrn·est .of State prejitdices had ta 

them. . 1
" ., _ be cle{i,red in Paris 'itself; thE;Jy had to be Weeded out of the hear-ts of the 

-:-Another unsu,<;_eessful ?·evolution I the wise-acres say.... very best men who gave .themselves heart and soul to 't·he moveme:nt, 
. . ~ut theJ ·~ i~ r~ o suc~1 , tping as an, unsuccessful re".olution ! . We wern , before· ~he principle co·uld produce what it was worth. .. 
told all s01t oi uorn::eIJse about that·revolution. But here we are 1~ow, .. The Commune lived but sevel:lteen days, and a fortnight after its 

_, se;\'e1;nl ln111d1·ecl thous.and iD: Europe and Ainerica, commemorating to- proclamation the Versailles goverrmient ah·ea.dy began to ·massacre all 
clay that revolutio~, inspiring u~ with its ideals, with its heroism, and pr'.isoners 'w~om its soldiers could occasionally lay hands on, in the battle 
h_ow many hun~lreds o_f young on~S,)tm~ngst ·\JS will fake to-night the or by treachery. .. _ · , . . · . . ,, . · 
silent oath to lne for it, crnd to die fo1' it. .;. . .. A desperate fight agamst the "P_russians of Versailles absorb~ng all 

And then, how mahy men fell in the street bnttle in Berlin ?-Not a . the thoughts of the P?Pulation, it necessarily b1~ought into prommence­
lrnnched. M ucb. le~s than the Russian youth lost within the last twenty _, men _of ~ military, tui'n of :r;nirid in preference to ·those who saw the­

, yearn. And what'' as the result.?-Ser'fdom was done away with in . . salvation of the Commune in sweeping · Communist measmes for .the 
Gei rna11y. Af1n· 1848, it cqulcl be. withheld no lo;nger. PerE?_onaJ ser- masses. . . . . 

_ ':itl1de ." ::: s nbofo.:hed and, by the way, a blow was given to absolute Some such measures were taken, neverthelesi;>, and the general ap-
rule. - . · , · · · · . . · · . proval .they met with on behalf of the toilers of Paris only proved-how 

In Italy, whe1 e pr.e- reYolutionary · movements were far morn import- much .more popular the Corrnnune would have been ·had she resorted to 
ant, the result was iufinjtely g1eatel'. The · rnle of the Pope and Church measures. of that sort from :the outset. But the Socialist movement 
onr lai·se popuJations wa_? done away with. But do you, know what wa!'i ~o young yet! It only began to revive within the last three or ~m;ir 
the 1 ule of the priests mea1i.t? Read Lily's article in the last numbe.r years to '71. . . . ·. . . 
of t~ie Nir..eteent,h Centm·v. foquisition reigned in full, up to the revo- But .that wild beast. Gallifet,.who has on his own consCience-1f he has 
lu ~ion il'l: the Pdpe's States. For a blasphemous word the · tortu.1 es of ' an.y,' ·~hi~h I doubt-the, massacr~, of . at least son;ie t~n t~10usa_nd men, 
the C'h_mch, sh:apado and fire,, were applied. Why! even in Switzer· women ,and cl}Pdren, this "sword . of France which is still alive, un­
Jmicl, m t11e Geurrnn ·cantons which bad not ·been touched by the Great derstood p~rfe.ctly well the :filjation between 1848 and 1871.. When he-

. Freec:li Revolut_ion of the last centmy, physical to1-ture-the thumb- · ordered the massacre of coJumns ot prisoners-,-of work~rs, of course.:__ 
~creW-WBS ( illcially I ec~gnised as a necessary. .part of the prelimina1 y he always or<;lered .the "grey beards" to be shot first. . '·'They 'have 
rnquest. _ .Aud . I will a84: , the Rusf:>jans wbq may be in this hall-how . seen June '48.'' he said. · : . - · . · 
m:rny rno1·e YftilS ser-fdom would have lasted in Russia if our best men I wili ,not speak of these massacr:es: Yott must read them yourselves. 
-l~e1 z.en a{,'d fa1kp!1in-hacl not lived through the . re~-olution ~of 1848 And now looktng upon .the 27 years which we have lived since; I see 
aI.d t n'ken in .it a lively part? if a whole O'enerntion-'~ the. uien of the two thinO's :'. .a revolution which would try to establish State Socialism 
foitiEs "-had not" gu. wn up out of that r~vofotion from which our next _in Franc~; b,)j ineani;; of a. central govE;mment, as it was done in '48,. is­
geun:Hicr::~ibe td1~ 1 uy:::hev~kis, the :Mi,klrnilc:ffs, the Dolr9luloffs- no more possible. No such attempt will be made. The next revolut10n 

- diew theiri~~piration? . ' in France, whose dl;).te no o:he can foresee, will break out in many centre& 
. T~at r~1:oluticn has changed the 1:e1·y face ef Em·cpe-the icay of think- · at once. It w.ill start with the proclamation of Communes, each 0£ 
ing . itselj on t~e Ccntinent~ A~i d tbey:-the foi malists_:_talk of unsuc- . which will try to find its own solution for the Social Questi0n. The 
cesf ul revolubc ns ! · saJl!e in Spain, and yery much the same in Italy. . . 

But new ider.s had to ge1minate in 01der to muke ' Communism real- As to the growth of Socialist and Anarchist idens, you know it. They 
i~able. Befor.e 1848, Ccmmuni8m too much aPl-ealed to sentiment, to sp~elOl,d everywhere, penetrate in all classes of society, pervade European 
brotherly feelrngs, to m01al p1inciples. It nqmad a ;J?1oudhon to co:i;ne . thou<Yht. Arn;l more and mor·e the i<;:lea \vhich we a1·e P!·eaching becomes­
foi ward and t.o rny: I ,don't a8k you to love your brothers~yqu won'.t : g;ne~aJly accepted. The Social Revolution must begin witlh organising 
~'OU hate those w~9m, yo~ exploi~. I as.k y9u t~ cou~t. J ~peak to you Con,su.mption, n~t Produc,tio,n. Well-being must -be secured _for every 

• m the ·n.ame . of an~bmetic, and pn1ve to. you . by antbmetlc that your i_nhabitant .of ·the .territory, and p1·oduction must be regulated m acco1·d­
i:,ystEm ~s wroi::i-;·nb i?ea still fuller deYeloped,_ as JOU k.now,. by Marx. ;:tnce with the I).eeds of COBSnmptiofl, not vice -ve1·sa. 
An~ it requnea ~gam a Proud~on to come ,fo1~~1d "'.1th. his ~r;n~ral These are the conquests which \\ e owe ·to our fathei-s of 1848, to our-

ldeci of the Re1:olutu,n of tlze XLX Centvsy and b1s F~deratne Prmc1ple, . d . f 
1
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· · ·. · · 
aI;d a1;alysjng tbat reYolution of 1848, to prove tbat'!t must have failed pre ecessors 0 

· • 

becatise it UIJde1 took the iIDfOSSible-to make· the sqcial . IeVolution . -. -.. -O--.. 

through a governjng body. - . A . WO.MAN'S MOTTO:• 
Tlie social re·voluticn 18 an eccncmic revoluticp, Hd not a political 

one;. be poH:d i"t must attack tlie system of prcpe1·ty., 'i}Ot /fie system · of 
elect1c'lls. · A!.d ''hen the self-govenmrnt _ 'q_~1est.iori· (~~e , u,nder_ ~is-

- ·--- · 
· Do"·n i'n tl e South of FI'a-nce .st(l1.;ds a1i old. fortress wher~ a woman was im· 

prisoned fo1• ~ 0 .);enrs, ,and in hri; i .. risou . celi is seen to this day, carved deeply 
into tl1e stone wall, the single_ wonl- 0 Resist." · : 

' . · . . - "· !: ; . 
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,, discouraging history. Yet a. p.aper in the_ East is ce.liJa.inly needed, and 
,, hope springs:' st-eti1a~~ih tlfe' h,umli;i' brea~t." · ;¥erSD}l~ally·: I have li tfle 

· · faith in papel:S aep" endefit up·cm trroup· S ·Of C<Ut tribufor_s-.'.;·_for either the 
''·There· be wars and nun ors of wars" j the Americ. an public -is c. onsi- l "" - - · po icy of the,paperis lC>o ,much .modified byJl~e gr9ups (\vhich is moral -~ 

.derably like a great · bullyragg~ng s~hool boy wi~h too n1u~h body _for hi_s sui~!de), or ths groups refnse their support if the policy 'is steadfast, ori-
br:iins; goi11g constantly a:bout saying, ''_I can lick you,~ ' bu,t who when- ginaJ, And unco1npromising enough to disi·egard them. The former is 
it comes to' bracing up to the combat ·ptits his fist· in his eye .and bawls, .. the fate of most of the reform papers I see-.. th·e latter that of the few 
"my mother won't let m~.". At le~st t~1at is its present gallant attituoe, exceptions-notably the Alarm ·of D. D~~ Lui11. I(~vol}ld be w!lll if some 
.an: attitude which has been Hic::reasmg m absu.r~ity ever since the qi~- . one could sugg~st a clear passage;betw(;!en thi_s Scylla and Charybdis .. 
. aster Of the Maine aggravated · our already lacerated . feelings on the 
:score of the Spanish minister's designation of McKinley as a "fow po­
litician."' Verily it was almost worth while to have been a Spanish 
offieial for the ·sake of seeing the great American blunderbuss wipe its 
face so pacifically and assume an air of Christian dignity nearly equal to 
presenting the other chee~. Not th~t similar epithets i~1ightn't have 
;been, used by half the votmg commumty prior to McKinley's election; 
-.bu·t the American theory is that you may say all things about a man be­
f01~e he is invested with the holy halo of constitutiona.l power; after that 
ihe sacred alchemy is wrought whereby ''low politicians" become 
"highminded statesmen." All true patriots see · that their neighbors 
.act up to this theory, and any observations to the contrary are for pri­
vate circulation only, the art of the consummate politician being to cir­
.culate the same widely without being caught. In the case· of 'MiI'lister 
De Lome, however, it was a three-handed game and the Cuban had the 
"Joker." He must have felt infinitely disgusted with the results of his 
labors, however, when nothing came of it but the Minister's lesignation. 
No doubt he felt that he would enjoy being a man \.Vithout a governnient 
for awhile for the privilege of repeating what De Lome said. But alas! 
He, too, must be patriotic; he too, must cringe and suffer the freedom 
of personal opinion to be tamed and tied nnd made to dan!=e on its . 
hind legs, in the long-deferred hope of winning recognition -from the 
"great republic,"-under the imperative necessity of standing all insults 
to win the vagu e favor of indifference towards the government of Cuba 
that is in the throes of birth. For pity t'is, 'tis not lo give birth to a 
free society but something of the same old sort that Cuba · iit burne9, 
harried, and desolated. 

One of the sad events of our season i; the suicide of \vn~ . Hanson, an 
Anarchist individualist and Christian of the Arch. Gorrie type. · Years 
ago "re here in Philadelphia had an ecoi1omic reading class of about 
twenty members· and Wm. Hanson was our reader. Those who heard 
him were ever i~prnssed by -his:.clear,. · deliberate, effectiv~ rendering of 
every sentence. Since that time three, and three of the best, that met 
in that circle have committ_ed suicide, all by poison . . One a Russian, 
Moses Dro.pkin, one an Anierican, -D};er Lum, one an Engiishman, Wm. 
Hanson. You see· America affects all national temperaments alike, 
with its proµd isolated pessimism . 

It seems a pity, lh_ough, that anarchists should voluntarily cnoose! to 
die a.lo'ne, like defeated stock-brokers, 

VoLTAIRINE DE CLEYRI~. 

SOME WISE WORDS. 

Humane Science Lectures (" Humanitari~u Leagne": publishtd by George 
B~ll.) 

Since the disaster of the Maine, however, though McKinley is not 
called a low politician there are plenty of observations to · the effect that 
if Andrew Jack son was in power he wouldn't stand it. Of course these 
would-be warriors never seem to consider that they are not bound to 
stand it if they don't want to; they look anxiously at mother McKinley, 
but seeing no sign stick their fasts in their eyes snd mourn about An­
drew Jackson, Sain t of t '.1e American militants. 

Some idea of the masterly "statesmanship" which is meanwhile 
evolving in the Government's brain (1) is hinted in the persistent rumor 
that the U. S. w;Jl eventually recognize Cuban indr·pendence with the 
pl'oviso that Spain is to receiye 10,000,000 dol. indemnity, to be col­
lected from the desperate dearth of the desolated island by United· 
States officials ! This £tatement has the postscript : "The money will 
not be advanced by a syndicate." 0 no; perish the thought! It will 
be furnished by philanthropic gentlemen intete~ted in-re1=rnblican 
principles! anxious to furnish a .''sound money system" to the people 
_of Cuba. ! who calmly look on while men are cut to pieces, starved to 
death, tortured, maimed, blinded, bruised, broken, by thousand!->, quietly ­
.calculating ehat every thousand more deaths means 1,000,000 dol..less ! 
And the unborn generations of wretched Cubans will be able- to turn 
-0ver the interests to the 1:mborn successors of the philanthropisfs, and 
reflect that this is what their fathers "fought, and bled, and died for." 
0 war, war! what a fine game you are for politicians, ''low'' and high! 

Tlle name of Ed ward Carpenter on the opening es3ay of this brief series is 
enough to secure the book a welcome among Anar.chistsi, The obj ·et of all 
the four writers is to introduce some principle of humanity into subjects 
from which it has hitherto been excludecl as unscientific or sentimental. 
Carpenter treats of science as a whole, showing how narrow and one-sided 
the present methods of study are. In any true inves t igation, even where 
dt:firjte knowledge is the only aim, it is impossible to isolate auy part of 
uature entirely from the rest, so close are the bond.> which hold things to­
gether. The effect even of inharmonious· and hurtful forces has ti> be con­
sidered before we can really obtain true knowledge of any living thing. 

· Nor is it right that the obj ects of scienc~, such as the stars or the eye or the 
heart's action, 8hould be studied merely as abstract q nedtions to be expressed 
in terms of number, weight, or force. The human elements-the elements 
of emoti«n or morals, must be taken into account. For as Carpenter says 
of the eye, 

. . ~ 

The trial of the deputy'sheriff._for the shooting at Hazeltou, pursues 
~he _usual course of trials of officials by officials. Notwithstanding the 
indisputable evidence that the men were murdered, not one deputy has 
:SO far admitted that he fired. . Nobody expects an ythfng from the trial 
b_ut a public whitewashing of the cri.me. . 

The government has found Emil Ruedebilsh guilty of violating the 
-O~sceni[y law and sentenced hirri to pay 1,200 dol. fine and spend a clay in 
jail. .Evide1!tly, the judge was of a practical tui·n of mind, seeinf? more 
profit m a big fine than a long impnsonrnent. Ruedebusch declmes to 
appeal, beihg "disgusted with the courts." 

· The Commune celebration will be observed in New York with'John 
. ~ost as speaker, i!1 Philadelphia wilh Lucy Parsons, and in Pittsburg 
with Emma Goldman. I am not informed as to the other cities, but un- · 
-Oou~tedly the day will be kept in Chicago, St. Louis, and San Francisco. 
It will also be made the occasion of the reawakening of So~idarity from 
its cataleptic sleep, with Jno. Edelman as editor and Mr. Cooper assist- · 
ant, both of New York. Solidarity has not, heretofore, been a success­
full production, owing to various combined causes.· The child of Mer­
lino's hurried visit to America some five years ago, brought out without 
any sufficient guarantee for its continuance, left .. to the labor of a few 
who were unable to sustain the · entire burden,' it kept up just long 
en~ugh to speak its mind on the .Homestead matter and then fell asleep; 
~ev1v~d a second time during the ·periodofMowbray's mos!aCtive efforts, 
It,again succombed, ai1d the East was ag1in left without a periodical. 
'Phen. appeared the Rebel, lhe most attractive journal ever issued by 
American anarchists in point of get-up and fair in contents. Yet it 
went the way of Solidarity and its predecessor' t~e Alarm. This is a 

Beyond the focussing and photographing of rays it has faculties even more 
far-reaching and wonderful. In a hundred ways it manages somehow to convey 
intelligence of Command, Control, r>ower, of Pity, Love, Sympathy, and all 
those myriad emotions which glit through the human mind. HiO'hly specialised 
though it is, it is obvious that to call it a .machine for focussing brays of light is 

·monstrously and ludicrously inadeq:rnte-even as it would be to call the Heart 
(the very centre of emotion and life, a,nd th e symbol of hum,.m love and. courage) 
a common pump. 

. Arthur T11omson follows the same liue~ in his essay on the humane study 
of Natural History, and next Douglas Morrison discnsses the treatment of 
prisoners. He shows that European opinion is distinctly against the present 
method, and that one Comi:ni:ision after another has .c0ndemned it. Pri:ions 
do immense harm to the criminal instead of good. vVe have already q 1nted 
frl)m Oscar Wilde's "Ballad of Reading Gaol" to show how true ttJat is. 
Nor do prisous repress crime:i by frightening people frorn committing it. 
From first to last th@y are failures, only increasing the misery an<l degl·ading 
the nature of the human race. The reforms which Morrisso11 asks for are 
certainly modera.te enougl1. They are maiuly a First Offenders' Act, which 
would in itself save something like a third of the 160,000 men and women 
imprisoned in England during a year froru ever coming under the Je_.;rc1.da.­
tio11 of a gaol at all. For ordinary cases he urges an exteusiou of the Scotch 
system of (Jf mixed fiuei-i aud imprisonment. And for habitual criminal:> he 
would like to see Industrial Settlements founded in the country. If the law 
directed that all who lived on the la.bor of others should iuhabit these settle.­
ments, their population would be varied and interesting. 

As a more humane system of medecine, Dr Milrie Bramwell gives a most ' 
interesting sketch of the gr-owth of Suggestion arid Hypnotisµi in their re­
lation to health and the cure of diseast>. He seems to incline to tbe view 
that the power of suggestion is "normal" (not · prodµced by any "morbid 71 

or unwholesome .state) and that it really lies 'with the patient himself, and 
is not due to any hidden "force" or "current" passing from the operator. 
Many very remarkable instances of cure under the treatment are given. Oae 
experiment may be quoted in brief: 

Delboeuf, the man of science, explained to one of his servants what be wished 
to do, and obtained her consent to the experiment. With a red-hot b<.1.r he made 
a burn on both of her arrhs, both burns being of the same size. At the same time 
he suggested that she should feel pa.in in the left arm alone. _ DL1ring the 
night the woman felt pain in the left arm, but none in the right. Next inorning 
the scar on the right 'showed no inflammation or redness. The wound on the left 
was inflamed and blistered. Next day it was worse. Delboeuf hypnotised. her 
again, and removed the pain by suggestion. The wound dried and infl1'mmation 
disappeared. · 

And yet when first a Scotch doctor practised this method in India, and 
reported on it to the Medical Society in L ·)ndon, it was propo->eri that uo 
account be taken of his paper, "for pain waa a wise provision of Nature with 
wliicli it was impious to interfere, and patients ou,qlit to suffer pain as it did ' 
tliem good and enabled them to recover better." . 

We think we have heard that sort of thing about Povel'ty a~ well as abou-t 
Pain. "Pove1•ty is a wise provision of Nature. Impioud to interfere. D>M, 
the people good." Yes, thank you. We· know all abouli that. Bht le't the 
the preach~rs commence ! 
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IRELAND'S COlVIMElVIORATION. 

It has been the fa_shion lately to commemorate the hundred~h or even 
the fiftieth anniversary of any event of importance. The .telegraph h_as 
so brought the world together that congratulations are exchanged by 
peoples most remote from one another. Days of victo:t'y bring k,indly. 
messages from the uttermost parts of the earth to the representatives of 
the for-tunate nations, Even birthday compliments fly along the wires 
to mark the time that ga.vt? mankind the greater poets, statesmen and 
savants. This year freland, too, is busy rescuing from dusty oblivion 
names and days of past greatness, but unlike the rest of the world she 
should receive condolences .instead of congratulation for her memories 
of the dead are memories of defeat. Ireland's flocd-time came to her 
in the last century, bu t instead of bearing her to fortune, it rolled on 
leaving her a wreck still pounding on the rocks of English ignorance 
and p1°ej udice. It is true her flotsam and jetsam have been gathered up 
hy thrifty hands and turned to good account, yet hoards in banks and 
warships built for the world's navies in Belfast do not altogether count­
e1·bs.lance her periodic insurr~ctions and famines, or tlte rifts in what 
ought to be her national life. 

A LOST CAUSE. 

But there are some lost causes which are more glorious than those 
that have been won, and tliei·e are many of us who say with William 
O'Brien, "Better to have failed upon the slopes of Vinegar Hill than have 
been among those who hiumphed on the field of Waterloo.''. For after all 
Waterloo was but a struggle between. one de:3pot and many, a battle of 
kites and c1·ows, while at Vineg<ti' Hill the Irish peasants, unarmed ex­
cept for pikes and scythes, fell fighting for home and life and liberty 
against hi.red troops trained in years of European warfare. But even 
so, if it had _not been that the Irish leaders, unused to sights of carnage, 
shrank humanly from the hOl'rors of blood::;hed, the 'Nexford peasH.nts 
mi~ht hav~ been able to clef y the English forces as the peasants in 
Wicklow did under Joseph Holt and hish history mio·ht have had a 
page or two less of humiliation . 

0 

A VALIANT REBEL. 

Holt's pu-t in the Irish rebeilion was a remarkable one althouah his 
name is less known than those of many others amo1w the men ~f '98. 
He was not a 1! nited I~·ishman, but he was suspected ~f sympathy with 
them, and so his house was burned down (a favorite method of stillino· 
disa:ffec:tion in those. days and) he took to the Wicklow Hills where h~ 
soon gathered i-ound him a formidable band of insurgents. For six 
mont.h~ he d~fi?d the uni~ed efforts of th~ Brit~sh army to crush or cap­
ture lnm; so tnat there is hardly a glen 111 Wicklow that was not made 
memorable by his gallant exploits. Often he and his men chased the 
British troops into the very suburbs of Dublin, until at last the aovern­
rnent were ~01·ced to make terms with him, by which he and his

0 
family 

were permitted to depart for New South Wales. He was allowed to 
i·etum to lrela.nd in 1809, where he died in 1826. All honor to his 
memory! 

THE UNITED IRISHMEN. 

It is often asked in Enghind who were the United Irish~en and what 
,~·ere their aims: They were origi1~ally a body of pati·iotic men, who 
hoped, by drawmg all 9lasses . of Inshmeu into a dose bond of national 
bro~herhood ~o e.xtort fr,o,m . ~he Englisl; government a racognition of 
their coµntry s nghts. Ihe1r oath, which to take or administer was 
decreed to be a capital offence, ran as tollows : 

I, A. B., i1;1.:~ie11l'es e.nce of G~d do pled~e myself to my country, that I will 
use all my ~b1hoies and n;ifluenc~ m ~he att3:111mrmt of an impartial and adequate 
representation of the Insh nation m parliament ; and as a means of absolute 
a1~d immediate necessity in t~e e.stablishffi:e~1~ of this chief good of Ireland, I 
will ~ndeavoi:-r, as. mucl~ as hes m my ab1l:t1es, to forward a brotherhood of 
affect10n'..an identity of rn~ei:ests, a comI?umon ?frights a_nd an union of power 
amo1:1g Iushmen of all r:-hg1ous per~uas1ons, w~thout which every reform in 
~arh~ment ~ust be pa_rtial, i:ot national, and madequate to the wants, delus-
1~e to _the wIShes, and rnsuffi.c1ent for the freedom and happiness of this country. 

A HANGING . MATTER. 

It iS' almost impossible to believe that men were hanaed .drawn and 
quartered_ merely_ ~ ~undred years ago in I_reland, for bei~g e~en suspect­
ed of havrng admm1stered an oath such as this. B.ut it was so. Wolfe . 
Tone, '"·ho may be called the founder of the United Irishmen was the 
fi.t·st, to see that the only point on which men of diverse- classe~ and re­
ligi?us opi~1iq~s cou~d ".mite was tpat of good citizenship : "the . point for 
which the var10.us p:;i,rtrns of progress are to-day still aimina. · In 0 ur · 
n·ext month's issue we propose to give a sketch of Wolfe Ton~'s' work in 
the cause of Irish nationality. M~anwhile we beg all comrades' patient 

sympathy with those Irishmen of t?-day wl~o ar:e not afraid to horror 
the men who died £or it a -hnnd.red .years a.go. ~ 

·: OTHER , T.B~~S, O,T:I:IE~l MO·RAJ,S_. . .• . < . , 

The Irish patriots' a1·~ "n'bt· hang~d --now~the?' ar~orfly ~aited and 
sneered at. There are, however, a good ma-11y among them who have 
been exiled 1 or have seen the inside of English gaob and felt the hand­
cuffs on th~ir wrists, as .Mr. Curzon reminded Michael Davitt, ih the 
opening days of the prese~1t ~arliamenfary session. Davitt a.nd his_ 
fellows, str~ngely e~ough, feel 1~ an hon~r to have worn f.etters m such 
a cause. At the . commemorative meetmg held by Irish men and 
women in St. James\; Hall, Feb. 16th, the chairman J. J. O'Kelly was 
elected to that honor chiefly because he had been sentenced to be hanged, 
drawn and quartered for the part he hi-td taken in the rising in ~he middle · 
of this century(1867). His sentence of course wa~ commu_ted, _for now-a­
days Liverpo~l is ~ot a ten d~ys' saii fro1:i Dublm, and En~hsh g?.vern­
ments cannot pumsh rebels w1t'hout run~nng the gauntlet of a swift and 
wholesome criticism of their doii1gs, w·hich even the most pachyderm­
atous of aovernment:,;, as we have ·see1i in the cases of Germany, Russia 
and Spai~, shrink from endm·ing. The lXlin and ~vrong that Ireland 
suffer ~cl a. hundred yea1·s ago has borne this fruit; there are now in 
Engl11nd and Scotland many fii ·m a.nd t.rue friends who will bi::-ck her 
in her sti·uggle to win' the nn.tionality of which England has defrauded 
her · thes~ i:nan:y centuries. · Uhtii she 'wins this, Ireland cannot take 
her re~tl place in the world's fight for progress. 

THE ·sTATE: ITS HISTORIC ROLE. 
BY PETER KROPOTKIN. 

VIII. 
'fo 'an~1ihilate the indepeodence of cities; to plunder merchants' and 

artisans' r·ich guilds; to centralise the foreign · trade of cities iuto its 
hands and ruin it; · to seize the internal administration of guilds, and 
subject home trade, as well as all manufactures, even. in. the slightest 
detail, to a swarm of fnnct~onaries; and by these means kill both indus­
try and arts; to seize upon local militias and all municipal administra­
tion, to crush the weak by taxation for the benefit of the strong and to 
ruin countries by war,- such was the nascent. State's behaviour towards 
urban agglomerations in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

'l'he same tactics were evidently employed towards villages and pea­
sants. As soon as the 8tate felt itself strong enough, it destroyed the 
village commime: ruined the peasants committed to _its mercy and 
plundered the common lands. 

Historians and economists paid by the State have no doubt taught us 
that the village commune, having become an obsolete form of land­
ownership obstructing agricultural progress, was bound to disappear by 
the action of natural economic forces. Politicians and bourgeois econo­
mists do not tire of repeating this even nowadays, and there are revo­
lutionists and socialists (those who pretend to be scientific) who recite 
this fable learned in school. 

Yet a mor;e odious falsehood has never been affirmed by science. A 
deliberate falsehood, for history swarms with documents amply proving 
to those who wish to know-for France it would almost suffice to read 
Dalloz:--that the village commune was first of all dep6ved of its privi­
leges by the S.tate, of its independence, of its juridical and legislative 
powern; and· that later on its lands were, either simply stolen by the 
rich under State proteution, or el~e ccmfiscated by the State itself. 

· Plundering began as early as the sixteenth century in France, and 
grew apace in the following century. As early as 1659 the State took 
the communes under its superior protection and we need only read 
Louis XIV's edict of 1667 to learn what plundering of communal lands 
-took place at that period.--:-'' Men have taken possession of lands 'vhen 
it suited them ... lands have been divided, ... in order to plunder the 
comm.unes fictitious debts have been devised,"-said the "Sun-King" 
in this edict ... and two years later he confiscated for his own benefit 
ail the revenues of the communes.-This is what is called a "natural 
death " in so-called scientific language. 

In the following century it is estimated that at least half the com­
munal lands were simply appropriated by the aristocracy and the clergy 
under State patronage. And yet 'communes continued to e?Cist till 1787. 
The village council met under the elm, granted landg, appointed taxes 
-the documents relating to this are to be fouud in Babeau (Le villctge 
sous l ancien regime). 'l'urgot, in the province of which he was govern­
or, found however the village councils "too noisy" and abolished them 
during , his governorship, substituting for them assemblies elected 
among the well-to-do of the village. In 1787, on the eve of the Revo­
lution, the State made this measure general in its application. The mfr 
was abolished and thus communal affairs fell into the hands of a few 
syndics, elected by the richest bpurgeois and pe~sants. rrhe "Consti­
tuante" sanctioned this law in December 1 Z89, and the bourgeois, sub­
stituting themselves for the nobles, plundered . wh_at .remained of com­
munal lands. Many a peasant revolt was necessary to force the "Con­
vention'.' in 1792 to sanction .what the rebellious peasa;nts had -accom­
plished in the Eastern part of France. That. is to say, the Convention 
ordered the restitution of . ~ommunal lands to the peasants. This only 
took place there, u:hen the land had already been ?·e.taken by ?·evolittiona1"y 
means. It is the fate of all. revofotionary laws .to be .put into action 
when they are already. an accpmplished fac~ , . , , , . 
~ ev~rthele~s the Convention ·taipted thi~ la.w ~ith b0u\·geois gall. It 

decreed that lands retaken from nobles should be divided into equal 
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pa~ts a~ong "actiye citizens" only-:t?at. i:? t~ . ~Y amo~g: th~ : .. vill~~e ~r'1:i;ic.:; .to · the unp1easant task of rep ti~·ing the .cJmmun,1,l i~oad , himself, 
bour?,e.01s .. By one stroke of the p~m i~ th~1s dispossessed ".passive c1t1- it is necessary for twelve or· fi_fteen employees of the .home office and 
zens, that is to say the mass of impoverished pea~ants, who had most , treasur:·y to. b:3 pu~ in m >tion, and for mol'e than fi ~ty d.oc.uments to .be 
need of. these communal land$. Upon whic4, fortunately; the peasants exchang.ed ·between these austere fun~tion;1ries, bdfore ' the tree can be 
:again ~evolted and fo 1793 _the Convention passed a new law ·decreein~ sold, or· the peJ.sant· receive.:; permission to de po.sit two or thl'ee francs 
the division of com1!1-unal lands among all irihabitants. · '£his' ~as r.eve~ · into the ·communal tt-easury. . . ·. ' . . 
·pr!t into practice and only served as an excuse for new thefts of corn- Should you have any d9ubts a~out it you will find thes.e fifty docu-
munal lands. . , · · · . meqts recapit~lated and duly numbered by M. Tricoche in the Journal 

, des Econ·ornistes. . 
Would not such measures suffice. to bringab0 ut what these gentlemen .· This ;under thethied Repuqlic, be ·it· understood, for I do not speak 

-call "the natural death" of communes? , Yet communes still existed. · of the bJ.rbarous methods of. . the ancient r~gime th·:it limited itself to 
-On August 24th 1794, the reaction, · being in power, str.iick th~ final five or si.x qocuments. No doubt scientist:1 will tell you · thab at tha.t 
blow. 'l'he State confiscated all .communal . lands and made of tliem a . barb~u·ous_ perfod, State control was only fictitious. · , :: , ' · 
guarantee fund for the public debt, putting them up to.- auction and 
selling them to its creatures , the "Thermidorians." . : . _ And if it we're only 'th1s. · Aftei· all it would he but twenty thousand 

This li:.i.w was happily repealed on Prairal 2nd, in the year v, after ". functionaries too m<tny, and a ' thousand million francs more added to 
being in force for three years. But at the s~me time, cor;nmu,nes were · the budget. · A detail for the lovers of "order'" and levelling .! 
~.bolished, and replaced by cantonal councils in order tkat th~ State But tlrnre is worse at the bottom of all this. The principle kills 
might the more easily fill them with its creatures. This· lasted till 1801 .. · everything. . . 
when .village comm.unes ,wers revived; but then the goyernment took it rl'he peasants of a village have a thousand interests in common: in­
upon itself to appomt mayors and syndics in each of the ~6,000 corn- terests · of economy, neighbourhood and constant ir~terconrse. They 
munes ! . And this absurdity lasted till the revolutiOn of Jiily 1830, are perforce compelled ·to unite for a thousand divers thiug:S. · But the 
after which the law of 1789 was again put into force. And in the in- State cannot allow them to unite! ~ It gives them school aucl priest, 
terval communal lands were again wholly confiscated · by the State in police aud judge; tha~ m.ust suffice them, and should other interests 
1813 and plundered anew dm·ing three years. What remained of them arise, they must apply in the regular way to Ohlll'ch au cl State. 
was only returned to the communes in 1816. Thus till 1883 it was· severely ·fo1:bidden to ti1e villagers of Fntnce to 

This was by 110 means the end. Every new regime E?aw in communal unite, wel'e it only to buy chemical maume oL· to )L'rigatSl 'their fields. 
lands a source of reward for its supporters. 'l'herefore at three different It was only in 1883-1886 tha,t the R0public gt·anted this :right to pea­
interva1s since 1830 -the first time in 1837 and tlrn last under N apo- sants when it voted the 'law on unious, hampel'ed by ma.ny a precaution 
leon III-laws were· promulgated to force peasants to divide whai{ they and obstacle. · . 
possessed of forests aud common pasture-hlnds, .and three times the ·And ·we. with our faculties blunted by .State ed ucJ.t.ion rejoice at the 
government was compelled to abrogate this law on accomit of the peas- sudden progress accomplished by agricultural syndicates, without blush­
.ants resistance. All the same Napoleon the third was abkrto profit by ing at the idea that this right of union of which peasants were deprived 
it ar:d ~ag several large e&tates for his favorites. for· centuries belonged ·to them without contention in the Middle Ages. 

Belonged to every man-free or· serf. Slaves that we a.re, we believe it 
to lie a '~ .conquest of democracy." These aee facts, and this is what, in scientific language, these 

_gentlemen call the "natural death:' of the communal landed property 
under the influence of economic laws? As well call the massacre of a 
hundred thousand soldiers on a ·battlefield." natural death." 

What happened in France happened also in Belgium, England, Ger­
many, Austria; in faet everywhere in Eurofe, Slav countries excepted. 

Strange that the periods of plundering communes should correspond 
-in all Western Europe. The methods alone va1·T Thus in England 
·they did not dare to enact sweeping measures; they preferred passing 
several thousands of separate e1iclosu1·e cwts by which, in each . special 
case, parliament sanctioned the confiscation of land-it does so still­
and gave to the squire the right of keeping common lands he had fenced 
in. And notwithstanding that nature has up till now respected the 
narrow furrows by ;,which communal fields were temporarily divided 
,among families in the villages of England , and that we have clear des­
.criptions of this form of landed property at the beginning of t he centi.1-
ry in the books of a certain Marshall, scientific men (such as Seebohm, 
·worthy emulator of Fustel de Coulanges) ar~ not wanting to maintain 
.and tea.eh that communes have never existed in Engiancl save in the 
.form of serfdom! , ' · 

\Ve find the same thing going on in Belgium, Gennany; Italy and 
;Spain. And in one way or another personal appropriation of lands 
.formerly communal was almost brought to completion towards the fi.f­
~ties in this century. Peasants have only kept scraps of their common 
linds. This is the way in which the mutual assurance ·of lord, priest, 

.soldier and judge-the State-has behaved towards · peas,mts in orde1° 
to despoil them of their last guarantee against misery and economic 

,servitude. 
But while organising and sanctioning this · pluuder, could the State 

"respect the institution of the commune as an organ of local life? 
- Evidently not. . 
To allow cit.izens to constitute a federation among themselves in order 

-to appropriate some functions of the State would have been a contra­
diction of principle· The State demands peesonal and direct submis­
sion of its subjects without intermediate agents; it requires equality in . 

_servitude; it cannot allow the State within the State. ' 
Therefore as soon as the .State began to constitute itself in the six­

,. teenth century it set to work to destroy all' 'bonds of union that existed 
. among citizens, both in towns and villages. If under the name ·of mu­
nicipal institutions it tolerated any vestiges of autonomy-never of in­
dependence,-it was only with a fiscal aim. to lighten the · central b Ll.d ­

.,get as far as possible; or else to allow the.provincial well-to-do to 
__ enrich -themselves at the people's expense, as was the case in England 
. up till now, ,and is so still in institutions and in customs. · 

· Thi~ is easily under;:;tood. Customary law is naturally perfaining to' 
1Jocal life and Roman law· to centralisation of po\.ver. The two cannot 
) ive side by side and the one ·must kill the other. · 

That is why under French rule in Algeria; when a Kabyle djeninicth 
.-'-a. village · commune-wants· to plead for its lands, every inhabitant · 

, of. the com.~une must bring hi~ isolated a?tion before the judge·, . who 
· will hear fifty or -two ·hundred isolated actions sooner than hear the col-· 
~ lective suit of the djernmah. ~The · J1:1.cobin cod·e of the Convention 
'· (Jmown ~nder the name of Code · Nap~leon) dol38 not l'ecognize custom- · 
ary law, it only recognizes Roma!l> law, Ol! ' rather Byzantine law. . 

!rha.t is why i.n .France· when the wind blows dowa a tree on the Na-
1.Jional highway, or a peasant .prefers giving a Stonebreaker two or three 

,t > , •;;I 

'l'his is the pitch of stupidity we have reached by our own warped and 
vitiated State education~ and by our own State prejudices. 

PAGES OF SOCIALIST HISTORY. 
x. 

SocrAL-DEl\rncRA'l'IC CLAIMS. 

The centralised and all-powerful State; the rights and needs of in­
dividuals ·subjected to discipline, subordinated to the orders of State 
functionaries; production organised by the State; cit"izens enrolled in 
the labm.w a7·my, especict?ly in that of ctgriculture (Communist Mani­
festo) ... , such is the queer ideal of the repulsive Socialism that is 
being imposed on WOl'kmen as Seientific. Socialism. vVe already know 
the metaphy"sical or reactionary philosophy of such a school. Let us 
now examine its Socialist conceptions, its present claims. Perhaps 
nowadays, under the influence of general progress in sciences and in­
tellectui.l -culture, Social-Democracy modifies the martial conception of 
the manifesto elated 1848. Let us take the work containing tlie o:fficiar 
program of scientific Social-Democracy, by Kautsky : Bc~sis of SociaZ­
Democracy. 

Wh~tt does the party profess as regards Socia.list production and in­
dividual i·ights in a future society? 

In chapter X, on" Socialism and Liberty," we read: ':Socialist pro­
duction is not compatible ~vith liberty of work, that is to say with the 
worker's freedom to work when or how he likes ... It is true, under 
the rule of capitalism a ,:Vorker still ~njoys liberty up to a certain de­
gree. If he does n·ot quite l ike a factoq, he CMi find work elsewhere, 
In a Socialist society (Social-Democra,tic); all the means of produc­
tion will be concentrated by the State and the latte1· will be the only 
emplo~er; th.ere will be no choice. 'l'he. workman of to-day enjoys 
rnoi.'e liberty than he will possess in a Socialist society (Socia.I- Demo-
cratic). · · 

"It is not Social'-Democmcy that eliminates the right of choosing 
work and time, but the development (?)of .Production itself." 

· 'Produ'ction but not violence, created all ·iniquities and oppression in 
the past, said Engels, and the official work a:Ssures us that .the same 
production will create slavery in a So.cial-Democratic society. If it be 
so, why did the same production in the pas~ create two categories of 
men: one 'preaching discipline, subo1·d.i.nation, submission and shvery; 
the other, liberty, ernaA1cipation, rebellion and solidadty? Why does 
Social-Democracy always preach the doctrines of the first category that 
history stigmatizes by the name of reaction; obscuranti8m and oppres­
sion? Al~hough these two categories , resulted from the mode of pro­
duction, nevertheless humanity acco"tr:iplished its pl'.'ogressive evolution 
in alwa,ys combatii1g .both men and institutions of the 'first category and 
iii 'velcom~ng both men .and institutions of the secmnd. I do not iasist 
011 the completely" er.roneous conception of the exclusive influence of the 
for.ill of pFodJction in history. Bu.t even ad~mitting its trnth, ·I do not 
se~ irhy S<?cia:I- Democracy 'should· p~·~ach to the oppressed,· to the ex-. 
plaited, doctrines of slibo1~dination and obscurantism, a'nd strive to ridi­
CLi.le the .ideas ,Of emancipatio~ ·an·d solidarity preach~ed by. R.: 0 \Ven and 

. other friends and . benefactors of mankind . . Du theorists and~-paL·ty 
leaders find men: insufficiently brutalised by C'.rnrch, Stat~, exutl;)~tation, 
magistrature., mqitarism, etc.? ... : =:, :;:'-
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·You m.~st not ·think that the .above· men~ioned • passag~s merely ·0-x; · ·hatfintrod t1be& 3;·~ 8 ' '.hours' ~d\ly iii all g~vernment 'factories 'a:n.d. est~­
p1~t:::s~ Kautzky's persorn.tl ideas·: tliis ideal of a socie"t!y ··subJugate<l oy · blishments, 'had ·obt3:ii1ed ?~~~ll~1ll a:utonomy and was- strt1ggling for 
the State is the fundamental basis of Social-Democracy in -all coimtriAs, home~rule arid 'for the abohtton-·of the House of ,Lords,.· 
Anot·her Social-Democrat, S. 'Webb, an Englishµiat1, a'nd' fa1· s~perit>r· Ev:eri in ~ranee, wher'e t~e Commune Uadition. is so stfong, Social- · 
te· tlio precediiig one, irr his pap:1phlet Socialism, 11·ue and False, assures '. DemOC'rats, without suseectmg tlHft they are playing the reactionary 
hi~ 1·eaders that "to dream of an autonomous factory in the 'future, of . game of Hegel's school, avoid ttsiug the words Federalism, . Federation. 
a _p1·· ><luction without rules or discipline ... is not Socia~ism."1 A . third, . They do not dare to preach the organisation of the "army of labour 
a ·:B, ;:::-;sian this time, P.lekhanoff, highly estimated by Democi::ats, is so . specially for agriculture." Neither do they dare, in spite of their 

. sca1 .,Jalised by the Auarchist assertion that humanity will · be able to dearest ·aspirations, abolish local federations; but they avoid the word 
live i :1 a sblida.ty society, liaving no other leadi:ir th'~n free 'agreement, that. detested by Hegel, Bismark, Engels, L:lebknecht ·and others, and call 
he fit,ds nothing better-than' to ridicule our principles of-solidarity hy say- their ·-federations "agglomerations." These scientists of "scientific" 
ing: "In a future society of Anarchists they will guillotine by free agree- · Socialism ignore · that the geological terrr,i "agglomeration " signifies 

· me11 t." Poor man J Your ·brain is so encumbered by notions on discipline, accumulation, -a heap of divers minerals, and that men and solidary so­
order, subordination, execu~ions and-·other .beauties of a slavish m,ilitary cieties, unite, make. covenants, ·:tlly, federate, but do n.ot agglomerate. 
s6ciety, that you cannot even imagine capital. punishment abolished by In speaking of their parliamentary group, they can say that this group 
an e nlightened humanjty. : " and its d·octriries form .a strange agglomeration of reactionary ideas, 

In the name of what well-being do these dreamers of barracks, army that allows Millerand 'to declare himself in favor of the· sacred right of 
of labour, discipline and subordination want to depriVe Social-Demo- private property; Guesde, for German Collectivism, that we have just 
cratic hnmanity of . liberty, initiative and solidarity? .Pei·haps th~y analysed; G. Deville against revolution, and that all of them together 
tb.i11k of realising a communistic system so perfect, that the individual constitute an · a1·chaic agglomeration, equally fit for a mineralogical 
would willingly submit to all orders and commandments of the State's museum and for a parliament of Pa,namists. 
functionaries. Let us see how Social-Democratic legislatoi·s pretend to W. TcHERKESOFF 
organise the distribution of labour thus disciplined. 

COMRAD E S H IP. 
(Concluded from No. 124.) 

'l'l1e 'same Kautzky, in chapter IX of the same \voi~k, " Di&tribution 
of prnducts in the future State," answeririg the objections of adversaries 
of Socialism, declares: "Our adversaries should demonstrate that equal 
remnneration is an inevitable consequence of Socialism." I think that 
tile adversa1·ies can easily demonstrate to this author and_ to German 
D'ernocrats that, outside economic equality or equivalence, there is no 
S d l C Undoub~edly there are some who would not aid their fellows in this oci;d ism an t iat ommunism, under the flag of which Engels' pupils ·· 
preteiid to place themselves, accepts as fundamental principle: " From way_; this simply shows that commercialism. has brutalised and de-
each aeconling to his capacity, to each according to his needs." But · graded them; it has developed a selfishness of the worst type. In, 

· · 1 modern societies the love of gain, not the mere satisfaction of one's Kautz1<y contmues_ m t rn name of German Democ;racy to teach wotk-
men that in their Social-Democratic State: common needs, but the selfish desire to accumulate wealth, is part of 

' ·All forms of pi·esent wages: remuneration by the hour or the piece, our so-called morality. vVe see crea tures in the form of ruan living a 
specia.l bonuses for extra-valuable work, d_i:fferent salaries for diflerent life of ease and luxury, which is maintained by the slavery and misery 
kinds of woi·k ... all the forms of contemporary wages, a little modified, of men and women, nay, and immature children. What. da these 
are perfectly pr'<1cticable in a Socialist society." . Here it is necessary to care about the sufferings of theie fellow creatu res ~ their chief idea is 
bring back to trnth this philosopher of scieuti:fic Socialism. The wage to make a fortune; their rents, profits or divid ends are of the most im· 
system will l>e able to flourish in their Social.Democratic State, as it portance to them. And they are not at all pa rt icular what amount of 
wol'kR in the present -exploiting capitalistic State, but n e?.Je?· in a suffering they bring upon their fellow creatures. "Look after yourself, 
Socictlist society. The author a~d his friends am completely mistaken do not trouble about other.s, they can do the same," says the moralist 
in thinking that their Democratic State, m·ganised in military fashion of to day, and it is this false t eaching which t he minds of our children 
\vith the wage system as remuneration, even if called wage of qualifica- are inculcated with. Thereforn selfishnes~ p redominates because it is 
tign, has anything in common with Socialis_m. The latter, according to part of our teachings, and our environmen t is a lso conducive to its ·ex­
tl;ie conception of its first expounders, asserts the right of individuals to istence and growth. 
li?ert.y. without restriction, to a complete and harmonious development. In short, it is civilisation, which is the antithesis of social well-being 
It di:-:o \vns the exploitation of man by man, by society, by the State; and comradeship. We believe that men will only become true friends 
it d i:::-owns in -fact ·the wage system-so dear t o German Democrats. when property is held in common, when it will be impossible for a 
The wrige system is the basis of capitalism. In admitting it for; your man to fetter another as a slave. T his will place men and · women 
S~ate you confirm, gentlemen, what good men have. long since said of economically on a level, and advance their development , and it will 
you. You have di::-figured the fund amental idea of Socialism; you have rende1· jealousy and hatred, as we know t hem to-day, utterly impos­
sul.,stituted for emancipation, discipline and subordination; for solidari- sible. We know this to be so, not \merely beca use it appeals to our . 
~y, LalTack, 01·der and obligations; for economic equality, privilege, and sense of justice, but because we find that history tells us plainly enough 
m that you h:.tYe betrayed the cause of the people, the claims of suffering that it is Communism that develops the nobler sentiments of man and 
h~manity. It was not without r eason that our friend Domeb Niewen- makes him truly l~appy. Even the savage with his vague and clumsy 
huis cried out when speaking of you: "Socialism is in dange1· ! " It is communal life is happier by far than m any civilised men, because in 
for this tktt you have deserved the praii:;e of an enlightened bour- many cases lie lives under conditions of solidarity with his fellows, and 
geoi:sie. because it is only the sa.tisfaction of his i mmed iate needs that troubles 

To speak honestly a Radical bourgeoisie could not only adopt such a him; he does not wish to hoard property that belongs to the communi­
~rofe~sion of faith of Socialist pretensions with its system of \vage-qua- ty. This communal life inspires him with a. fraternal and hospit!tble 
hficat10n, but . even observe that the claims of the Social-Democratic feeling towards others of the same clan or tribe. ''In Arabia an Arab 
pa:rty, formulated bj its chief and founder Lieblme~ht, are pretty mo- is never seen to beg, it would be a disgrace to his tribe. If a Bedouin 
d~rate . In his a1-ticle: "The program of Socialism in Germany" (The becomes utterly de~titute, he goes and makes it k nown to the chief who 
P1·ogm11i of Ge1·man Socialisrn, Forum Library, New York, April 1895, immediately calls togeth"er the richest persons of the tribe and says to 
page 2t>), Liebknecht puts this question, "What do we ask for?" Then them: 'one of our brethren is in want. If you wish him to die, suffer 
he declares: i: Absolute liberty of the press, absolute liberty of religion, me t.o kill him instead of hunger. If not go; you know your duty.' 
unive1·sal suffrage for all representative bodies and public offices in the Everyoae then gives according to his means, camels, sheep; corn, etc."l 
State and in the Commune; national education, all schools open to all, How different does the European treat his less for t una te brother, the 
the same opportunities of learning and education for all, abolition of product of cruel and unjust conditions. Even if he can lay claim to. 

· standing armies and creatiQn of national militia, so that every citizen being hospitable, his seemingly kindly a'cts a re often prompted by 
is a soldier and every soldier a citizen; an international court of arbitra- sol.fish motives. The rich man contributed to some charitable institu­
tion_between different States, equaLrights for men and women, mea- tion not in the spirit of brotherhood, but because it will make him 
sures for the protection of the working classes (limitation of hours of appear generous in the i:iye!3 of others, people will remark. "What a 
w_:ork, sanitary regulations, etc." That there should be no doubt, Lieb- k. d " e fi t. h t d th" ' · h d th t h in man, nev r re ec ing w o crea e is man s r1c _es, 9,n a e 
knecht adds: "They are reforms already accomplished or being realised is merely returning a rrrnagre portion of the wrnlth which he has taken 
in advanced countries, and they are in full agreement with Democracy." d 

h D b . from the workers; an also if labour received its just reward there 
Wit emocracy, yes, ut not with. Socialism. And then, Democracy d 

d L .b l f d d h woul be no reason for the existence of the rich maa or his charity. an i. era. so c". vance count.'ries ave, already realised, or are disposed 
1 d 1 f d l h f We cannot expect to see the s.pirit of comradeship betv.'een rich and to rea ise imme iate y, e era ism, t e re erendum, direct legislation, ' 

cprrimunal autonomy;-mstitutions disowned and fought by Social- poor, any more than we should expect to see it between two hostile 
Democrats. We already know that M~rx and Engels with M·altman · rumies, it would be . irony to dream of such a thing. There can be no 
:Barry (the agent _of English Conse_rvatives) excluded Federalists from mutual bond of friends4ip between these two opposing sides of mankind 
h I · t" 1 ·th t L. bk h d 1 d 1 their interests are diametr. ic_ally opposed to each other. For i·ns.tance, t e nter:na 10na , . a ie n.ec t ~c are iimself in 18 7 2 ( w he!! 

he was st~ll · a revolutionary, which he is no longer to.-day), adversary wl;iat workman is there who can look upon his master in a truly frater-
<?f any federal_ist republic; that English Social-Democrats......,....happily nal spirit i This . fraternal .feeling cannot exist between slaves and ; 
~hefr 11 umber is insignificant and, save Hyndrp.an, they are all medio- masters. We canf1:0t expect two opposing forces to make a harmonious , 
crities-have combated the referendum and voted for the Conservatives whole, that would be the reverse .of.reason. True comradeship can on- .· 
at the last election, against the Gladstonian minist~y, . which at least ly exist under a condition where soci~l inequality betwe.en men is .ua; 

i · \,Yl,bh says "it is Anarchy. I am very gratef~l for this -av~wal from the 
author of History of Trade-unionism. Yet, it is we who preach autonomy and 
solidarity. 

bnown. Social _inequality is the dir_ect result of the private, ownership;. 
of wealth. This has· been the ea.use of hu_man strife fo the .past, and j t 

1 Property, its Qrigfo, by C. Letourneau, p. 199. 
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is the same to-day, ·and will ba as long as wealth remains in the hands . ., ~~~thor of the Anarchist persecutions and the Abyssinian slaughter, from the 
of the idle few. • charg~s of swindling.in connt-ction with the ~:l.uca Romaua. - . 

We believe· true comradesh~p willpq,ly be possible, when government In H i.rngary fqr two or three _ years th,e pea><a11ts and labourers in the agri· 
l d · b · ·i d cultural di:ffriets 'hiive tried .to :orgauise -t .hemf;elvt:s_, · ;0·11d vagtrn. Socialist as• · 

and private property rnve cease to exist, ecause it wi ,} ~nd· all hatre ' pirations have ma.de themselves heard, clearer defined here aud there by 
jeaJousy and envy w~1ich these institutiQns &re directly responsible for, agrarian outrages. · These .last . month~ t.he governmen ~:-:-never slo'w to re· 
Thus we are Anarchists because we know that An.::1.rchy lirnst be ,the . press .. thei;ie· movements by annual ma8sacres, 'trials and other means of co­
basis of the new life; because it will place mankind jn a position of .· · erci.on;-p,ropostd aud carried a law which will eMble thF geudarmes to bring 
equality . .. It will n_ot ·countenan.~~ . l~wmakers or rulers ?£ _any ~ind, strikers by before force their employers, and if they rduse to work they will 

·' wbo, llO matter what name or _ d1sgpise .they m'.1-y aaopt, ·are always a be tried' and imprisoned 0.1). thespot, no appeal being allowed. _ .Thfo promises 
h l A . 'l d 1 f b'ot worli!or the harvest season . . l\'.f eanwhil~ papers ar~ suppressed, all those class apart from t e peop e. -. priv1 r.ge c as3 o parasites· and office . 

in. the movemeut are compnl§orily ph_otographed aud their nwney contisc~ted 
seekers .who pretend that t~ey' are · needful to society, but who, being wbether belonging to au orgaui:;atiou or .bt"iug private property. Tlhis 
vested· with power and having privileges at their ·command; al ways use . created some astonishment ·even in Hungary, and further developments are 

r •• it for t'lieir own a'dvonfage and fo ' the 'detriment c>f" those un.der· their . expected. ' . ' .. ' 
subjection. · Rulers are a class whose existence makes equality and Cy.voct has . returned to France after fifteen years· transportation in N~ew 

· true comradeship impossible, a class ·Who engender a large amoU:ht of 9aledonfa, all passed in ·gaol. Hr. seeni~, uhfortnnarely, possessed by ~he 
harmful and unnecessary friction in society. · Because as ' rulers· they idea to stand as candidate for the French chamber, f,,r- the purpose of'urgmg 

- are always endea.vo_uring to ass~rt th.efr .suprem_·.acy an_'d ... to i~pose ,tlieir · 01i ther~ anarµnesty for all politi~al prisoiiers-a hopd'ess task, arid he, is 
propedy asked· by the Libertaire why he sh9tild ·want tO eiiter another ·gaol 

ideas on others,· and those who have to suffer at tbei1· hands .are, a,l,ways after his ma!iy years just_ passed in prison. · · 
trying to defend thAmselves in one way or anoth_er. Thus we see that · ·- '- ·-· - · · 
wbP-re men are placed-in power they are perpetually fighting and quu- It gives some sa.tis'faction to' turn _fi;om Europe'8 gro·wing misery,' evP.r in-
relling, and how can it be otherwis~ i . Man is not fit to' be placed in a crea::sing anguish and .comp.etitio1i . to ft. littJe . utopia that ia sai? ~o ,l~ave been 
position abov& his fellows, for as . I have before observed, l~e always tea'lised' for some years ou· the :Bonin Islands, .iu the Pacific, a considerable 
uses hi~ power for his ow. n advant_H.ge. ,. · . · · . ; . • distance to the K;st of Japan. The ·Temps, ,a reaitionary Paris ·paper, relates 

that these islands nominally" hel~11ging to Japan, . w~re not interfered with 
Thus we declare ourselves .in fayor , of true comradeship, thC1.t is a by .the ,Japaiiese government for year:'>, aud when ~ately s~me officials were 

condition o~ life w'l1ich has Anluchy ·for. ·its basis, whf'n every human sent there to inspect theUJ, it was discovered -that ~nde by side and on peace­
creature will be assured real frePdom, and whilst enjoying it himself. he ful terms with the Malay ·11atives, a number of Asiatics,Eu-ropeans and A;me· 
shall not deny it to oth,ers; wh.en .. all will 'be able to _ sat~sfy their needs ricaus were .Jiving there, ''-without any law or constraiut, iHdepende1Jt, en­
in every way. True love, true fr.iendship .is only possible under these joyiug absolute freedoru, each one 1'ettling with his family ou the land .he 
conditions. This is why we are Anarchists-Oomrnunists. R. C. M.· had selected and d~peudent on nobody," The natives, living iu tht'ir cavfls, 

INTERN A'TION AL , .. NOTES: . 

February and March brought the ali1'i'iversaries of the continental revolu­
tio1is of 1848. There is no party, and there are very few men who can say 
that they reruaiued true to the priucipl-t> s that were fought for in ' those me- -
morable days when, t-xcepting for E11gland, Russia and Turkey, all Europe 
was upside dow;n for o_ne or ,two years, and better times seemed to have arriv­
ed, yet wne ~oon ·remove.rl; ·apparentlj,- farther thar) ever. P. Kropotkine said 
at the last Conmrnue meeting that mil'ery may l!c'ad to isolatt>d outbreaks aud 
revolti,i, but revolutions are born of ~ope. So once Parishad,risen, and after 
days d •real a11d hard fi ghting on the barricades, tlrn republic w_as pr~cla.iniad 
and a uum her of men w ho111 the people tru,,,ttd still at that time were ruade 
a provisio11al governnieLt, no large city in ,Europe, very few provincial 
towns or villages indeed, remained lougef quiet;_ eve1 ywhere the time had 
come wlien the people went into the streets, boldly f;;c"d tpe a·rmed struggle 
with the arm y an·d police, and . e:verywhere carried -:- the Jay. The large vic­
tories in Vien na (March 13) and Ber:liu (March 18) would not have been so 
efficient had they 11ot -been soon followtd, by so many sm~ller local l!ltruggles. 

Many things that were realised then no subsequent reac,tion co1;1ld des­
troy, before all the emancipation of the peasants from serfdom and the idea, 
however f~rnest, of replacing historical and te:r:ritorial by national States. 
But the main hopes of the people .were neyer fol.filled and. here. . the lessons 
of these days may be found. Nearly twenty years of the most varied forms 
of Socialist prcipaganda preced~cl ·48 and· the people were fully a ware of the 
urgent need of economic changes. But what they Lad not been taught wa.s 
the impossibility of c;1:rrying these changes by goYernmental and parliament­
ary means and so all they achieved was· to · replace tbe'ir old rulers by new 
ones, taken son1etimes out of the best and most sincere, but· without excep­
tion either bec·oming powerless aud ~oon prisoners or proscripts themselves, 
or corrupted by the use of authority and a few inonths after massacring the 
'nry people who put theqi into p,•wer. The history of Louis Blanc ·and 
Proudhon, of Blanqui and otlrnr·~, the prisoners of the ' 15th' of May aud be­
fore all, the days of June '48, will prove this as far a~ Paris is concerned and 
we may refer a1Jother time to the parliamentary experience of Proudhou as 
described by himself in his Confessions of a Revolutiom'st. From' this we 
conclude thatif the working classes' cont-inue to be similarly ·mislead by the 
parliamentarian and State-Socialist propaganda that--;Auarchism excepted­
replaced nearly everywhere the Sociali:;t agitation <! f form_~r year.a, another 
'48, new victories would not bring ·t'bem nearer towards ·their asp'irations 
and the momeiit they saw this, they would have. to begin fighting again 
against the men and. institutions they created themselves, ' as the Pa:risiaus 
had to do iu J u"ne '48, the people of Vienna in O{!t. '48, those of Dresden and 
Southern Germany in May '49, etc.~all ending with disastrous defeats of the 
people. 

This shows the futility of purely political propaganda (Social-Democracy) 
and the insufficie1icy of pi.1rely economic action (Trade-unionism, Co-opera­
tion); the latter are powerless if not fully aware of the evils of authority 
and putting freedom far above convenience or even momentary success. 
And to make them all see this is one of the tasks of Anarchists to whom the 
days of 48 and those of the Commune of '71 are not only days of rememb· 
raiwe but also of instruction and experience.· 

In Vienna on Sunday March 13, almost a hundred thousand wbrkingmen 
and women-as ou the first of May-marched the long way to the cemetery 
where the corn batants of fffty years ago are now buried ;_amongst the first to 
come were the Anarchists with a wreath draped in black. In Berlin uo 
such street processions are allowed and the 18th of March was celebrated 
by many deputations from workers and advanced Rocieties placing wreaths 
on the tombs in th~· cemetery and by many meetings held in the evening. 
This right of procession was never given to the Vienna workers-they took 
' it themselves on the lst May, 1890, the first May-Day demonstrat~on, and 
have never siD~e given it up. In Berlin the May-Day was never much iu 
vogue and the wo1kers seem only wanted at the elections; every five or six 
years, and are never seen in massE:'s except at n•gular indoor meetings. 

The two States whose ruling classes are ,most indebted to the people w.h.o 
fought for them m '48, are Italy .aDd Hung_a1y and both celebra:te the anm­
versar! by a recru<lescen<;:e of infamy again~t . the people . . . 1:hl~ . m,!Eiery _i.n 
Italy is appalling, bread-riots are being put down t;y tile rinlt~ary · 'n1 ma11y 

-places, the measurt-s adt pted a.s ntmdit-s are ridiculously ·'inadequate=--oiJy 
()ne 'thi.ng succt"eded receI-Jtly: the filial whitewashing of Crispi; tbe~prilne 

were left' aloi1e no one thi11king of su'bduint(them any more than of b~co.m-
ing their serva1:t. Ma11y of tl1e m:~comers_ ~ere fugi ;tivef~' om jn.stice .. In 
this fer·tile country, under a 'fine chma'tt>, w1thobt _tiqce~, wJth no auth~nty, 
they lived quite at peace ·amqng _the:msdves, d~~iti11g 011ly _t<>, be .Jef_t alone 
and therefor~ concealing for all thtiil tun · *.he ex1s1euce of tbe1r h~ppy Il:!Lmµs. 

This will now be cha11get~ . ; "the Ja pa l~Se admi11istratio1_1,''. ~be . !emps s~ys, 
"will no longer toler;;i,te this contempt of the benefits of c1vil1~at1on and the 

· indepelldent Bou ins wiil be su b1uitte<l t.o its law,-i .and customs." 
A hundred years ago t I'.e natives of Tahiti lived in a similar way, free and 

happy on .their islands iu tl1e Pacific, until discovert:o<l by the Europeans, 
wbenciv£lisatt'on (read rnissiouarie·s, driuk, syphi•lis and general misery) \Vas 
introduct'd and the happy ;race debased and ' ruined. It reads like a sort of 
venaeauce when to-day a.'few Eurotleans; frying t :> livt> a happy live on snch 
isla~ds, are forced back unqer the sway of ( i·vilisJ,tion by a: people considered 
but a few y~ars ago alm?st s~v~ge tben1sel'v~:'l, but uow, as the J ap~1~.e.se .are, 
eager to rum them.selves as quickly as possible, by ovenJoses _of ct~1_Ju1at10u ! 

· · Where at present civil~sation tr~a<ls it ca1!not l;mt crush aud rum. 

The King of Greece was shot at,' a1 d not o'uly e~caped unhurt, h1,1t also 
found time to go through a series. of heroic poses, protecting his daughters' 
life with his owu body, raising his 'stiek against ,_the a>isassiri at ·a distance 
which made him . tremble a1id loose his aim-exactly .as Frederick II of 

· Prussia <lid with the Croatian soldier more than a century ago. Besides, I 
read in the Times of M!lrch. 3 : . "It.is stated to have been-the express desire 
of the King that no iindue compulsion should be employed to extract informa· 
tion" (froru Kard itzi~, the alleged assassi11 ). Be this a desire really expressed 
by the, King or a remark of the Times' correspondent, very characteristic it 
is, leaving · but one conclusion open : that othm'Wise or 1csually su~h mea,ns 
would have beeu adopted, and what can they be bu~ torture? The Kmg ~mght 
to have been satisfied with the general advertisement he got aH round rn the 
European press (wheth'er also with the Greek people, I do not know) and ought 
not also to desite to pass· a:s au · extra.ordinary specimen of human: kindne!::s 
because he rfjectea tol'ture in this particular case! · 

A ul'imber of .Anarchist group:i iu South America are organising a competi· 
tion for ·essays on 13 Aliarchist subjects proJ,)OSed by differ,ent groups who 
~lso give the prize1> . . T_wo similar contests 'were held 'in Spa.in? ~at Reus ·and 
Barcdona, in qle ejghties, ~~l<l large vol~rnt?.s .contai1i. th!f collected essays. 
· At Tori110 cornrades Pasquale Pensa and D. Zwattero were sentenced to 

six months each for reprinting tl1e formers , Yittimi' e Pregiudizi, a pamphlet 
first issued in 1887 and not interfered with .. at th(:l.,t , time, · · · 

After the Cage, ?tlso th~ Weavers qf G. Hauptmann h~s been forbidden, by 
the Pa.ris censor, ~o be acted ) n public. , Ev~n in B~rlin, af_ter a successful 
action against tl,ie chitf u~ the police, the Weavers (.describing th~ Silesian 
weavers riots in 1844) were acted scores ,,f times and are still often performed. 

The Li.bertafre is now ·published at Marseille.• Le Naturien (Paris, March 1) 
reprPseuts libertaria~ natur:alism, a movement for-returnillg to the .healthy 
and natural country life which the town-bred masses can hardly realise now­
a-days; "The future," the introduct9ry article says : "it will be f~eedom for 
all, pleasure and love for all; i~ w_ill be force. and beauty ~oupled ":1tb health, 

. security with _ abundance, cord1ahty, t!te de_lig_!tt to fully live our _lives. . 
New pamphlets are L'Immoralite du .Marriage, by R. ChaugL1 (Bruxelles, 

•Bibi. des . Temps N:ouveaux), reprinted from the Libertaire; La Liberte de 
l'Ensei,qnement (Paris), by the 'group of the li'bertari~n school. . 
, At Patra~, Greece, J. l\fauganaras restarted Ep1 ta p1·oso (Forw~rd) the 

Greek anarchist paper. . . . ·. 
J. H. Mackay bas just publish the first biography of Max Stimer, the 

early German Individualist-Anarchist, and a ~olleetion of his minor writ­
iu0'8 (1lfax Stl1·rner. Sein Lf}ben itn-d sein Werk, Berlin, 1898, X, 260 pp., 6s., 
and J.lfax Stirn,ers's Illeinere Scliriften, 1 ~ol., 3s.), his chief work Der Ein­
zige und sein Eigentu.m, being already ·easy of access through a widely spread 
popufar edition. · · · · · ' · 
~ 

The Anarchist. Uterature Bureau.-IVIanchester •. 
A y oluntary Association of WorkPts, formed for the purpose of propagating 

the principles of An_archist-Communism by i~1e~ns . of the di~tribution of pamph· 
lets, leaflets, etc., also for the sale of Socrahst, Revolutionary, and advanced 
literature. < .-, -, · . . . 

French and Amei·ican 'Anarchist "journa!ls, boi:iks;' and ramphlets sold :. Le Li­
bertair~ L'H·ur11a11ite Nouvelle, Les T emps Nowr.,eat1x, Free Society, L .ucifer, The 

·Aye oj'Tlwi1g)d, Armstrong's Ai1.to11om'.isf, etc. Terms cash. Apply to John 
Bacon, Brick Row, Marple·. 
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THE · COMMUNE ·CELEBRATION. 
. ~' . 

. A crowded utul enthnRiastfo ·meeting was ~ehl on Frid'.1.Y, March 18th, 
toJ ~elebratA the declaration of the Commune of Paris in 1871. For lack 
of sp~~e we ct,t.n give but the. briefest notice of speeches made, but they 
were all excellently received, the meeting indeed being the most success­
ful held for·-several years. 

H. STOCKTON said : This was the 27th anniversary of the Pads Commune. 
L'ooki11g round t11e whole civilised world we could see that now as 27 years ago, 
those who were called "spoliators and robbers" were the only party of peace. 
Christia11s ·and "pear.emakers" were. perfecting the most infamous weapons· for 
use in Africa, Cl1i11a, Cuba, etc., all in the interests of "law and order." We 
were the Ollly party who really wished to abolish war because we wished to 
strik1t at the causes of war. ·John Huskin said that respectable and law-abiding ' 
tl1eft w.as the cause of war . . That the real war.in Europe was between the capital- · 
ists and the workers. "He had hem kept poor, iguora11t and simple, that tl1ey 
might without his knowledge gather the produce of his toil." It was for us to 
do all in our power to enlighten · this "poor, ignorant and simple" workman, 
and the11 the solution of the problem might safely be left to him. , 

PAUL CA111PnF.LL (I. L'. P.) expressed his sincere pleasure at being there and 
assi_st in the effort to keep ever green the memory of the h eroic men and women 
of the Paris Commune. They h.ad been told they, were commemorati~1·g a fai~-

, ure, btit that was uot so. The Communards of Paris had triumphed, for thell' 
uoble exaniple liad inspired' couutless thousa'nds who had followed the,m to still 
greater and more determiil-ed dforts to realise their ideals, The old falsehoods 
about the Paris Commune were uot now heard. It was acceptC'd on all sides 
that Paris never knew what peace and order were until the Commune, whilst 
it \ras established life and. prop.erty had never been so absolutely secure. France 
had 1011g congratulated itself in "escapiug" from the Commune. Yes, it has 
"r·scaped" to become. the ally of one of the most brutal and llespotic govenJ­
meuts in the world, that of Hussia-and its ministers the servile tools of another 
equally cruel and· corrupt government, that of Spain. It had lost Delescluze, but 
iL pad Esterha'zy ! But the :J:levolutionary moveme~it in France and other lands 
was more alive than eve1·· and the forces of .right and justice. and fellowhips 
would triumphantly assert themself on no far off day. 

LOTHROP WrrHfNGTON. Most people think of the rising of 187.l as nothing 
beyond the destruction of certain buildings. He had been in Paris soon after 
the Commune and it was true that a few great buildings were in ruins. He had 
also seen last year the slime of commercialism doing a thousand times more to 
destroy the beauty of Paris than ever the communards ureamt of. The commun­
ards were people who? after standing the trial ofthe Prussian siege, only revolt­
ed because the grasprng landlords. of Paris refused to abate the current rent 
term :which it was absolutely unable to pay. We nevH will know the true 
sto~·y a~ regards the destruction of buildings. It might have been done by the 
emissaries of Thiers and the · briefless individuals who with no mandate at all 
had i~roclaimed t~emselves the goyernment of .France, while the Commune re­
pres f'._nted tl;i.e voICe of Paris determi1~ed to govern its . own affairs . . It did try 

. to destroy p_ro~erty,. the institution ot property, which is only a right to rob. 
All the bmldrngs rn the world are of no mcment wi.thout a society founded 
u~on truth and "justice. The only hou11es worth considcrfr1g are those not built 
with hands, the temples of social equity and universal happiness. 

Comrade KELLY said: Although there ~ere comparatively fe\v Communists in 
America, still they would celebrate the 18th of lYiareh as they had done for 
many years past. While the Communism of the martyrs of' 1871 ·was rather 
crude, it· was after all a milestone in the path of progress and we owe a debt of · 
gratitu~e to those who participated in the Commune of Paris. He and others 
had learned the lesson that, no matter what were t.he demands of the Commun­
ards, when we strike again we must strike to win, and to win as Anarchist-
Commuuists. _ . 

· MA~MOL (Spain) was pleased to speak on this occasion. It was really -an in­
teruat1011al event, the celebration of the Commune of Paris. The struggles of 
the. Commune reminded us of the struggles going on to-day. He thought it was 
beside the mark _to speak. of peaceful Anarc.hism. Loo~ a.t Cuba wl}o f-0r years 
had strngglt·d with heroism and desperat10n for her freedom . . Home rule had 
been offtred J1er .but sl1e would aain her freedoni: Where would she have been 
to-daJ if s~ie had relie c~ on p~a~eful means? He sent his greetings to all who 
fought for liberty and paid a tnbute to the memories of the martyrs of Spain. 

LOUISE MICHEL said: 27 years 11ad elapsed since the days of the Commune 
an.d mauy clumges had ta~en pl.ace, but we co1:1ld see in Paris again to-day a 
1111serable governmeut dyrng of its own corruption. We could see the nations 
slowly but s~irely joining hands, w4ilst the despots called them to arms. The 
C~mmuue wished to make life a joy for all, governme11ts tried fo i)erpetuate 
nnsery. Let us have hope for the future. The Commune was drowned in a sea 
of blood; but the bodies of the 35,000 who were mur<lered were sown as O'rain 
anu that grain WOU]Ll germinate. e. ' 

.A. WEis1rn1_T (i11 German) evoked the struggles of 1848, dwelling spe<;ially on 
tlie eve111s wlneh took iilace on the 18th of March. Up till now, the demands of 
the. people of '48 had uot been realised; for those who are buried in Frederichs 
Hel1l 's cemeter)". in. Be1:lin certainly did 11ot shed their blood to bring about the 
tyram1y now rc1gmng rn Germauy. - Our--rulers will make us believe that we 
e1 1joy freedom of speel'h and press, but the propagandists of the labour move­
m eJJ t who ~l?r~d to speak freely are pinin$ in dungeons or have had to leave their 

_ ro.111:try. llns shows tliat the battle agarnst all authority nmst be carried on 
with ~nore_. energy than /ever, and th~t it is time to shake off the ·apathy which 
pnvails with so many : He who does not sfr'Uggle for lz'berty does not deserve 'it f 

JOHN TURNER. I am asked to close the meetinO', .and as it is already past 11 
o'cl o~k ai~d we don't bel~eve in ove_rtime, I will d~ so. There is really little to 
be said after the splendid speeches that have preceded me. No ! the Commune 
~\as not a failure. Crushed it was for the time by brute force and overwhelm­
~ng number~ .. But the id~as that it feebly tried to express and inaugurate-the 
mdepcndent city as agamst the Stotc-that property was subservient to the 
peop_le-that to preserve . these it was necessary to be armed-these ideas have 
co_ntrnued to. gr?w in the minds of the workpeople of the civilized world. Our 
fnend L. W1th111gton has well put it in answer to those who charge the com­
lll:unards with destroying property. "Who better had a right if they felt it 
d_1d not conduce to their happiness. And to those why say-the days of revolu­
tions are over-progress in the future _will be made by compromise. I would 
answer h~man nature has not changed very much, -and should similar circum­
~tan ces an~e, oth_er .commune.s would again appear, but this time to begin where 
it l (· ft off rn Pans rn 1871-rnsteud of largely nationalist-internationalist not 
merely military and political, but social and industrial. ' 

S P ECIAL NOTICE. 

In futiwe ice rnust 1·eqitest that all crrde1·s for pamphlets be accompanied 
with. ca:sh. We a?·e compelled to adhe1·e to this as v;e need funds /01· 
1·eprinting. · 

THE PJ;t.OP.AGAND!i-;. 

EDJltlONTOJ..Y. 
On S.aturday March'. 5t11, the first annual concei·t of the group \vas held at 

Beech Hall, Lower Edmonton, kindly lent for the occasion by the Edmonton 
Spiritualist Society. . 

The programme corisisting of vocal and intrumental solo~ and duets, not omit­
ting trio on flute, zither and violin, and the ''Comrades Song of lfope," sung 
as a quartet, wii.s much appreciated. Tom Hood's "Song of the Shirt" was 
given as a recitation, \vhile a comrllde sat on the stage! a~tired in a ragged dressr 
stitching a shirt by candle light. Refreshments co11s1strng of lemonade, . cocoa, 
tea and ,home-made pastry were provided ~y th~ group. Altogether a v:~r~ happy 
evening was spent, and the object we had in vie~v, na:r:rnly that. of brrngrng the 
advanced people of ' Edmonton together for social euJoyemen.t and good fellow-
ship seemed to be obtained. . · · · 

Most of the lecturing has been done by Tom Dale, since last report. He has 
lectur~d for the Tottenham Socialist Church on "An Anarchist on Anarchy," 
which was also delivered at the Friday Evening Debating ~ociety, and also on 
"Why I am au Anarchist,; and "The Wage System and Communism" at the 
same institution. · · 

THE EDMONTON GROUP. 
LEICESTER. 

. After some months of comparative inactivity we have a fair prosp13ct of a very 
activ:e revival 0f Anarch,ist-Communist propaganda. In addition to the few 

· faithful members of the old Guard, who have seen the rise and progress of So­
cialism in I Leicester from the beginning, we have a large influx of youi1g men, 
rnany. of whom formerly belonged to the' I. L. P., and who number amongst t~em 
several good speakers. Our immediate programme includes two outdoor meetmgs 
on Sunday; occasional weekday meetings in the town and neighbouring c~rnntry 
villages; publication of two or three l eaflets, one in particular dealing with our 
military system and soldiering generally; and an attempt to make our usual 
Commemoration of La.hour Day, May lst, in co-operation with the Trades. Coun­
cil and the I. L. P. ,_ a much more important and effective demonstration for 
Socialism than hi.therto. On this occasion •JUr local speakers, Barclay, Warner 
and others will be re-inforced by H. Stockton of London, and we expect at least 
one or two others from Sheffield and elsewhere. 

We ask all comrades everywhere to believe that if the Anarchist-Communist: 
propaganda has lately been less active thai1 usual, the fault has been in .our own 
lack of energy, and· not in. our principles or the unwillingness of the world t() 
accept theni when reasonably, fairly and intelligently presented. A. G. 
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