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MAY D.AY. 
Labour Day is here once more, and falling as it does on a Sunday 

only favorable ~eather is needed to make it the most imposing May 
Day demonstrat10n that has yet been held in England. We wish we 
could feel sure that the revolutionary tone 'of the meetino- would be as 
clear and determined as its numbers will be large. 

0 

'11here are several important points in connection with this years' 
meeting which it wo.uld be a,. fatal miista:ke for any ·of us to lose sight of. 
As this occasion gives the opportunity for numbers of Trade-unionists 
to be present, advantage should be taken of the fact to point to the ur­
gent necessity for a great rally of all the Unions, with " Federation'·' as 
the battle-cry. 'For two years or more, thanks to the efforts of "Nun­
quam" and others, the idea has been growing and gaining ground, and 
now the time is ripe for the practical application of this principle. The 
brutal and merciless onslaught of the capitalists on the organi::;ations of 
the wo1·kers must be met with a solid front if 'rrades-Unionism is to 
live; or otherwise labour will find itself the most abject slave when at 
work and the most wretched starveling when idle . . 

If the meeting of Sunday emphasises this point: something definite 
m ay be done at the next Trades-Union Congress. 

Another thing might be brought home to the minds of th-ose as­
sembled : that is that the meeting of the first of May '99 should be as 
well attended as that of '98-01· let us say. even better attended. In 
other words the worker should claim the first of May for himself, what­
eyer day in the week it. may ha1::ipen to fall on. Sunday suits him this 
year, but Monday will suit him equally well next if he will only decide 
for himself and let his master go to the devil. It is time indeed he took 
this matter seriously to heart. Is it not for him to decide.· whether or 
not he will demonstrate "Yith his fellows on the first of May ? Why 
certainly it is. And if 100,000 workers assembled in Hyde Park on 
Monday, May lst, 1899, it w·ould .be a moral smack in the face for the 
legalised slave owners of this country ~hat would do them as much good 
as the · meeting itself would . 

1 
do to bring hope and enthusiasm to the 

workers. Therefore, as it is becoming an imperative necessity, in the 
clas$ struggle, whose bitterness is intensifying each year, for the worker 
to assert himself and to press his claims with ... mo1·e and more intel­
ligence and decision, we trust that the opportunity this year gives of 
poii1ting out this fact v~ill not be lost sight of. . 

Reference will no · doubt be made by some of the speakers to the 
Welsh miner~' strike, and some v.ery important features in connection 
with it deserve to be pointed out. For instance the remarkably t:pon­
taneous and unanimous spirit of the men; their decisive action in send­
ing their . so-called leade1":..:; to the right-about, and dispensing with their 
red-tape officialism in dealing with the owners; and best ofall the wis­
dom of the men in f?triking at the right :moment. As matters stand, 
despite the formidab1e organisation . of the owners the men seem to be 
in sight of a greate1~ victory than has been won by labour fo~· some 
years . . If they win it will be due more to their iniaticitive than t.o their 
organisation. We all unc;lerstand the importance of the latter, but we 
don't sufficiently emphasize ·the necessity of the former. We hope from 
this examp,1e the workers may. lea1~n the. important fact that 01·ganisa­
tion shou,ld wait on, initiative. 

And now let us in conclusion offer one other suggestion .as worthy of 
consideration by all workers whether demonstr&.ting or not. In two 
years fnnn now we shall be celebrating the first May-Day of the twen­
tieth century, a century that cannot fail to be pregnant with immense 
issues, and mighty strnggles vital to the progress and developn\.ent of 
humanity. ...-Y.l e read and hear of .many schemes for celebrating the 
birth of what all regard as an important era for the race. Govern~ 
ments are to have their " exhibitions." Science is to display its achieve­
ments, capitalists will secure immense advertisements and the classes · 
will have their carnival. But the worker, the labourer, the wage-slave, ' 
who is t~1inking .of ho\y he shall express· his hopes. and aspiratiq.ns for ' 
the commg centuy? Why should not' ·the First· of May 1900 be 
held as ~ great ca.:rniyal of lab?ur, of in~ernational. labour organised and . 
unorgamsed? ·Was it not Broriterre O'Brien who said that if the woi·k­
ers of_ the world could' 1afiord td 'take a fortnight's holiday the rule1 s and 
explo1tei·s would be:at ·their feet? Well'let therp. at afly rate 'have one 
day's holid~y on May first 1900~ and le£ no senti:i;nental scruples' about 
the .c,onvemence of their. masters interfere. ~ ·For.' once the masters shall 
wait the· conve~ience of the workers. It is 'time the ·'idea was $preadv. 
abroad, an~· we . tr'ust every. §>peaker o'~ . S~nday ' will make an appeal · 
to , alL s~.ct.10ns of ·t'tie woi·king: classes"to st~ive to make of the occasiori 
an event that shall set its mark on -history. 

WAR. 

War is upon us; terrible war with its atrocities and unspeakable 
stt1pidity draws near, We hear its distant echo. Each one of us has 
friends or relations calling themselves heroes because they massacre 
Matabeles or Malagays, Dervishes or Da.coits, inhabitants of the Philip­
pine Isles or Cuba, colored men: whites or blacks. 

But danger breaks forth aroun~ us, it already presses on us. The 
Spaniards, our neighbours, and civilised English-speaking men-North 
Americans· rush on one another with cries of hatred, coarse words and 
deadly weapons. An explosion of hatl'8d and fury precedes the cannon's 
roar and the bombardment of cities. The American govemme~t appeals 
to Edison's genius, to the science of all irn·entors in order that they 
discover new wonders in the art of exterminating their fellow creatures 

Yet our engineers are skilful and may be congratulated on the 
success of their words of death. For a devil who dreams of universal 
destruction, it must be a fine sight to see a volley suddenly tranform-­
a whole battalion of able-bodied young men into a quivering mass of 
flesh torn by divrn-clum bullets ! It must also be a refined pleasure for 
an enemy of mankind to know that the mere' contact of two wires pro­
duces a shock like a thunderbolt and blows a whole district of a town, 
with stones, bricks, brains and limbs mixed up, into space. But this 
does not suffice them. What all these warlike people want now is to 
cause the tota l destruction of man and of his works in an immense 
space, it is to outdo the blind power of nature by the conscient ferocity 
of man. They must surpass earthquakes and hurricanes, destroy not 
only haphazard but by an infallible method. · 

"No false sentimentality!" they say to us. " War is war! " vVell 
then, so be it. It is because war bri.ngs all these terrible consequences 
in itH train that it behooves us to grasp it in its origin and to stop all 
manifestations from the beginning. A viper must 'be crushed in the 
egg. ·what is there astonishing in -..yar breaking out when the whole of 
society, as constitutions and institutions have created it, rests on 
hostile interests and that a . rumbling struggle rages in the dephts? 
Pent up hatred must burst forth from time to time, and we should show 
bad grace in complaining if we ourselves contributed to augment this 
hatred, or if foert and cowardly before violence and injustice were com­
placently let it accumulate day by day! 

It would therefore be trouble thrown away to cry out against Spain 
and the United States. When the masses are lashed into an unreason­
ing fury it is useless to add your voice to the uproar. It is vanity to 
preach morality to men drunk with alcohol or blood. What is the use 
of telling them they are exploitable material for spirit merchants, for 
monopolizers of corn, spirits and petroleum ? 

But we .who are riot made drunk by war, are we not guilty ? Have 
we protested with all our energy, have we rebelled against initial abo~ 
minations that lead to war, do we al ways make a stand against injustice, 
even if it is committed by our countrymen? Now, these social crimes 
press on us, encompass us on all sides. Here. in the British Isles we 
have the horrors of the workhouse and of the tread-mill, the 
great prison of Ireland, and our rich folk live on the spoils of 
half the world. In France, we have committed the crime of our 
colonial conquests, the shfl.rne of our magistracy ready for anything, the 
incubus of our' army, organised against the people, with its staff -brought 
up in the school of J esuitism, with its officers that sentence privates 
guilty of a gesture to death or to the horrors of Biribi, 'vhile they adu­
late traitors of high degree. And the Italian Government? We let 
them shoot down starvelings, and put those who ask for bread for the 
poor into prison As to Spanish ministers, who now drive their people 
to butchery, they profit by excitement an!1 disturbances, and forget to· 
liberate the men they have tortured. · And yonder, on the other side 
of the Atlantic, American judges (of whom the public bzily b~comes the 
accomplice) acquit an employer who has caused workmen to be 'mas" 
sacred by the score ! · 

Do not let us forget these atrocities. May war, with its terrible up_· 
heavals not let us lose sight of social injustice, that monstrous inequali_ 
ty among men which is the primary cause of all strife. E. REcius. · 

On Sunday, April 24; at 3,30, a mass meeting was held in 'rrafalgar Square to 
ca,11 on thtj Spanish goyernment to release tht 20 pTisoners convicted and sent 
to penal .servitudr, 011 ~vid.ence now admitted to ha_ve been obtained by torture 
or the most forrible kind. 1'he meeting (about 5000) unanimously endorsed the 
resolution to this effect moved by Mr. Fletcher (editor of the New Age), and sup· 
ported by J. Perry, F. Marmol, H. Kelly, J. Turner and Lonisti Michel (whose 
speeeh was translated by Ma,cp)lerson_, L . L. P.) Frank Smith begged his hearers 
to l;iear in mi1n:l that the worst warfare ,pould ,not entail 1llOI"e deaths than the 
cornel'i11g of wheat and other. life necessa'ries, whicl1 would involv.e the death of . 
tlfousands ;all 'over the world. · J. Pcfry read a number of sympathetic messages 
whicJ1 had been sent' to the meeting. Tom Mann presided, and the collection 
amounted to £3-17-0. 
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AMERICAN NOT-~S . . 

It is rather more an . English than nn ,'\ merican note, the announce­
ment that at the moment ·I write Lillian Harman, daughter of our well­
beloved Moses. Harman, and president ol the Legitimation League, is on 
her way to England, to preside at th e a 1~nual meeting of that body. 
Lillian Harman is an Anarchist of the individualist type, h1:1t has devot­
ed her energies more especially to th e woman question, in the good 
fight for which her noble old father has twice suffered imprisonment 
here in the States. At first instance th e names of Le'gitimation and· 
Anarchism do not seem to mix well together; but on corning to an ac­
quaintance with the history, changes, and present _purposes of the League, 
the innocuoubness of the title and the real value of the society appear. 
I hope that those of our comrades in Lnndon who were just beginning 
to interest themselves in the "New Ideal " at the time of my sojourn 
there, will avail themselves of the oppqr tunity to hea!" Lillian Harman, 
as one who has personnally demon:::tratecl th at a \VOman may be econom­
ically independent, a free mother, and t 1!e d!sposer of her own body; 
and without being either an exceptional genius or favored by an inherit­
ed fortune, but just a plucky, brigh t woman, has proven that the nau­
seating repetition, "in our presen t conditi ons the woman must be de­
pendent" is all-well what you Londoners c:lll "tomrny-rot." I presume 
that announcements of any addresses she may deliver will appear in the 
Adidt, the organ of the Legitimation L e::i gne. 

. 
There has just pa(Ssed away from a mong us a woman who though not 

precisely an Anarchist was sympatheti cally such, and who for years 
wielded the influence of her energetic personality in the direction of 
liberty; :Matilda Joslyn Gage will be remembered in history as one of 
th e prime movers for woman's suffrage first, and second and greater, as 
the author of l'rnm erous pamphle ts, essays, and one book, Woman, 
Church and State, demonstrating the evi l t endencies of these two arms 
of authority upon the development of woman. Jn the year 1890, un­
able to bear the spirit of truck ling to the Church which has come to 
characterise the National \i\Toman's Suffrage A"sociation, (few of whose 
leaders however are Christians) sh e brok e away aud endeavored to found 
a national freethinki!;g union of advanced women. My personal recol­
lections of her date from the day' T sa w ]i er at its initial (and also final) 
convention, with her piercing blac k eyes and grand crown of "hite hair, 
claiming affiliation with all th e gre;:: t impress-movements of the time. 
Of Nihilism she said, "jt is the one bright star in Rus~ian night." In 
the book alluded to she makes touching tributes to our "Chicago Boy," 
Louis Lingg. The evening of her life had come, and it was tinie to go. 

Following hard upon the conviction of Emil Ruedebusch comes that 
of Leroy Berrier, ~ well-known contributor to sex-reform literature. 
Jndeed the western States seem seized with a colic of Comstockism ancl 
are howling their mode.sty accordingly. I have not seen the articles for 
which Berrier i::; indicted, but the sentence is frightful-two years irn­
priso11ment and 40.0 dol. fine. A. J·. P c-pe, of the Firebrand, having 
re:u"ed to appeal his citse un the ground that he hac nothing whateveI 
to ask of any court, was sentenced by judge Bellinger to four months 
irnpr sc 11m ent and a fin e of one dollar. This is re1i1arkable decency in 
a _iud;..:t:. 1 he other defe ncLrnts were g ra nt ed a new trial, and if the case 
be fai_rly argued before the _sa me judge it is quite likely a victory may 
be g<nned. 

These s ~ rnples uf tbe persecuting sp irit and the way it has seized tbe 
. most available lever for bringing its persecution to bear, viz. the U. S. 
Postal Law on ousceni ty, are but indicatior.s of a ferocious reaction 
which seems at present to be splitting t he so-called "liberal movement" 
of the States in twain. It broke out upon the death of S. P. Putman, 
Presid ent of the Am erican Secuhr Uni on, a mountebank who was nei­
ther Esh, fl esh, nor fowl, and who so curri ed favor with both sides that 
b?th thought they had him and both claimed his holy memory when . he 
died, -under peculiar circumstances ." Thereupon a fierce war bet.w.een 
the two parties Legan; the Oregon Secular Union set itself up as a 

' liberty loving organisation which posted on its door ''no spiritualist, 
~re_e lover, an~rchist, or: .socialist mns~ enter h~re." A similar weeding 
IS m process m many cltles, and last J.i ebruary it burst out in Philadel­
phia when the Friendship Lilieral League sought to exclude Emma 
Goldman from its pl a tfo~·lli on th e grou!! <i of her being an anarchist and 
a free-lover; th e a1Jarch1st rnernbers however outvoted the opposition 
and the speeches were delivei'ecl. Flushed with success the anarchist 
party then 1noposed Mrs Parsons as fl, speaker (she having been in the 
city to hddress the Commune co11m1emor:1 tion wbich was a success I am 
told); the opposition this time did the out voting, but tiie a11C1rchists re­
assembled the following week and again were triumphant Nevertheless 
Mrs. P,nsons was not permitted to speak ; yesterday (April 3) when the 
people came to .the hall they were notified that no meeting would he 
held,_an_d a policenrnn" arlvised" then1 to move on. One yo'"ung fellow 
who msistecl on sio1'IJ11 1g to rend the notice was arrested. The secret 
was that_ the leatse uf the hall having expi red, a member of the conser­
v~tive party hncl pernonnally leased 1 be hail and will hold meetings on 
111s own account for next mouth. The excl uded members now declare 
themselves the society and will run .nie et ings on their own hook. Such 
is a fair sample of present reactionary met i1ods. .· 
. Jt mus!, b~ ad _rni~t ed that th~ anarc!:i st s have very largely courted the , 
1-;sue, by md1scrnrnnately pu~trng forward a very senseless propaganda. 
~ evertbdess, as Henry AdJ1s ob~enes, Jilth or not, silliness or iiot, free 

speech and fre~ press should be inviolate; and though we may despise 
the occasion _when tln battle is for_ced there is no choice but to fight. 

The main topic on the street continues to be the war prospect,. 
and the papers continue to reap profits by creating news thereon. The 
arlministration. is variously depicted as a coward, or as "a rock-ribbed 
Gibralrar of patriotism," according to the interests of the . stock-holders­
ruuning the paper, and tbe' people buy, and read, and long to run them­
selves upon bayonets. 

Bitter internal fights between the Socialist and Pure-and Simple trade­
unionists continue, charges and counter-charges of dishonesty being: 
freely proffered. From end to end our society reeks with thr corruption 
of the dollar, and trade-unionism is quite as rotten as politics. Organi-­
li)ations all go quickly to the same fate,-machines to operate for cash. 

- The annual crop of strikes begins; twenty-thousand carpenters are· 
reported to go out in Chicago to-day. 

Solidarity has appeared and I trust ere this readers of Freedom have· 
seen it. Address 50, First Street, New York. 

VoLTAIRINE DE CLEYIU~. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY . 

(A ncwcltism : a C1·it·icism and histo1·y of the A ncwcliist theory ; by E .. 
V. Zenker. Translated from the German. Methuen & Co., price 7/ 6} 

vV e nre accustomed t o find such falsehoods and calumnies in works· 
on Anarchism that it is not astonishing if we received Mr. Zenker's 
work with g1·eat. distrust. The cha.rlatanisms of Lombroso, Ferri, 
Lieblrnecht, Pleklw.noff, Dubois, etc., have taught us to be dis~rustfuL' 
· But there is an a(J'reeable difference between Mr. E. Zenker's book 
and those of the abov

0

e mentioned authors. Mr. Zen.ker is our adver­
sa1'Y, he opposes us; but he is a loyal opponent who has studied the­
question, who understands Anarchist doctrine and literatme pretty 
well. He makes clear sta.tements and thoroughly knows metaphysicians­
like Stirner and Prudhon-pioneers of modern Ar.archism. In reality, 
Max Stirner had no influence in the formation and development of 
Collectivist, International or Communist Anarchism. A dialectician,. 
a believer in the absoliite right of abstract individuals, Stirner has be­
come fashionable during these last years among Individualists, especially 
in Germany. To connect him with Anarchist Commun ism is a little 
difficult. Neither by his ideas, nor by his method of organisation, 
nor by his terminology has Stirner anything in common with us 
Communist and Revolutionary Anarchists. Is it because, like us, he· 
recognises individual liberty? But there are many Individualist aut~ors· 
-among others, Spencer-who cannot be placed among Anarchists._ 
Mr. Zenker himself does not agree with Ferri, Lafargue and other 
calumniators that Spencer is an Anarchist. Stirner is no more of an 
Anarchist than Spencer is. 

I think that in this case ?\'.Ir. Zenker is infl1ienced by Marxist writers~ 
nevertheless, as a ruie he understands them very well and he has a very 
true appreciation of them, especially when he declares that the State· 
will most profit by their doctrine. 

"'11he power of the State profits most by the Socialist movement ..... 
the rights of the individual retire to the background ; in the industria[ 
lir1ny (Social Demoeracy), as in the military force, the individual is­
only a number, an unit, the sense. of freedom has almcst disappeared 
from our age" (page 259). 

The observation is true, only the author makes a mishke when he, 
attributes this specific fault of Social Democracy to Socialism in .general. 
Neither the International, nor the followers of Fourier, nor E11gli:sh 
Sociafo,ts, especially Owenites, have ever worshipped the State and the 
slavery of the individual. It is a misfortune that conuption was· 
brought into the ranks of Socialism by the C01nmiinist J1!anifesto that· 
preached State monopoly and the organisation of an industrial army,. 
and that they try to pass off this corruption as Socialism. 

Mr. Zenker, it seems to us, doesn't well know the Owenist move­
ment, otherwise he would not make that mistake. We are also obliged 
to say that hi.s knowledge . of Russian affairs and literature are very 
superficial. Tchernyslievsky and Dubroliuboff were not followers of. 
Prudhon. Both we1·e Fourie1·ists, but both admired Robert Owen .. 
Netcbaeff, to whom he sacrifices seven pages, had no influence on the 
development of the Socialist idea. Son of a serf, a serf himself till the· 
age of seventeen, be was n revolutionist and a character much honored-

. for his sufferings; but never for hi8 ideas, for he never had any. Mr.­
Zenker, like all bourgeois and Social Democrats, is against the Russian 
commune '' mir," and as a supreme argument he points out the poverty-­
of the Russian peasa.nt. But peasants in Lombardy, in Sicily, in Ir~­
land where the climate is better, the soil more fertile, peasants are still. 
poorer. Private property flourishes in all these countries. It is not· 
the commune but the State that ruins the Russian people. That· 
is why Russian revolutionists always attack the State, 

In spite of all our criticism Mr. Zeuker's,' work is the best we know·, 
on the subject. The boo~r is pubfo;hed with a ce1-tain amoui:it of luxury •. 
In the text we have noticed several rather important mistakes. On 
page 157, L'e.sprit de ?'evolte by P. Kropotkin, instead of "spirit of revo~t" · 
is. given as ' ~ Psych.~logy of Revolution"; and on page 222. Fedfra~iortr 
Ju'rassienne is tranislated "Jura:ssic Union. W. 'I. 
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WOMAN'S FREEDQM. 

· One of the most esse1itial, anq to my · thinking all important things 
of the present age, is the development of the minds of both men and 
women. ·Thought like progress travels so slowly that it takes years of 
toil and poverty before even a few can realise that our existing social 
and economical im;titutions are founded upon false principles. Being 
one of the weaker sex, and looking at things from a womanly point of 
view, I cannot help being a little dismayed at th~ extreme lethargy 
displayed by womankind in general in the struggle for freedom . . In. 
dissemination of new ideas m".l.n has had to fight practically a lone. 

Woman, generally speaking, is .more or less conservative, with scarce­
ly a thought save for home and the rearing of her offspring. Each day 
toiling and struggling, and alas too ofteri facing the bitterest poverty 
that they may be kept from want, she never pauses to . consider that 
there could be any better or nobler life than this one of continual 
anxiety and worry. She has always had to struggle as her parents did 
before her, she therefore accepts it as a natural consequence. But it 
would be unfair to say that it is entirely her own fault, for from time 
immemorial she has been looked upon as a being inferior to man. He 
has always ma.de her his slave. She has been kept in the Lackground 
as it were, and generally looked upon her husband in the light of a 
master. It was the custom-"-'and still is with some primitive races of 
men-to buy or sell their wives, as their whims or caprices may dictate, 
without ever consulting their wives' feelings on the subject. Letour­
neau, in bis work on the "Evolution of ~1:arriage," gives somg vei·y 
interresting facts showing how .much woman has been made the slave of 
man. Speaking of the Kabyle woman, he says: "Once purchased the 
Kabyle woman is entirely at the mercy of her husband-proprietor. She 
must follow him wherever it suits him to settle, and her only actual pos­
session is the raiment which covers her. Her husband has the right 
to chastise her with his fist, with a stick, with a stone, or even a poig­
nard. He only is forbidden to kill her without a reasonably serious 
motives." 'Thus we see how subordinate a position the wife has always 
held. Even in so-called civilized countries, men cannot shake off that 
feeling of mastery and domination over their wives . 'rhey are looked 
upon as a sort of merchandise an d in very few instances are they 
treated by men as their equals. Hence the i·eason of women being so 
far behind man intellectually 

But despite the many disadvantages and drawbacks woman has had 
to encounter, she is slowly throwing off the yoke of submission and 
gradually wending her way to the front. Occasionally we hear of wo­
men lecturing on social and other questions, or even attacking the rigid 
marriage system, which like all other property institutions is utterly 
false. In this present age of toil and strife, is it not a common occur­
ence to see a girl, unable to earn sufficient for a bare existence, sell her­
self, by going through that ridiculous marriage form, to some man 
whom she knows will be able to give her food and shelter? How can 
she consult her own heart in the matter? food and shelter are things 
she cannot do without. How can love have any weight against such 
pressing necessities? · 

Then again on the other hand \Ve see the girl of the more wealthy 
a1id privileged classes, legally prostituting hel'Self to the highest bidder 
(often some brainless fop ora man twice her a.ge), for by so doing she 
adds to the wealth she already possesses. It matters not at wha t cost 
of human life and sufiering that wealth is obtained, fo r we know that 
in these days of greed and avarice how praiseworthy it is considered to 
accumulate money. 

·Now let us pause and consider a moment. vVhat does this state of 
things show us? Can we not see what lives of sham and hypocrisy 'vVe 
are living? Nothing is true or real. Society is false, our teachings are 
false, woman's relations to man are false. How is it possible under the 
present horrible conditions of things for woman to be the true com­
panion of man? Living the life of toil which the average worker does 
to -day, his whole nature becomes warped and embittered, and every 
noble thought is crushed out of him, each day bringing the same toil, 
the same anxiety as its predecessor, earning a bare pittance, out of which 
perhaps he has to keep a wife and family. \Ve know how of ten it 
proves insufficient, and nece~sitates the wife leaving her home " such, 
as it is," and the little ones to the ea.re of an elder, while she goes · forth 
to slave perhaps during eight or nine hours for a mere trifle, to add to 
the slender wages of her husband and so to enable them to drag out 
their miserable existence. How can the wife bestow the required care 
upon her offspring ? ;Fatigued and worn out she has no loving smile 
with which to greet her husband after his day of toil. Love and senti­
ment are of ten to her things unknown. How she is going to feed and 
clothe her little ones, whether she will be able to make both ends meet, 
are the things which wholly absorb her mind. · 

So we see how utterly impossible it is that there can be many happy 
union of men and women. In a society where men :;tnd. women were 
ecc:momically free, were there would ' be no anxiety of how to cmorrow's 
food could be got, whe1:e every one hn.d enough for his or ·her needs, we 
should not ~ee women consenting to be bound. to men whom they did 
not care for, and could never possibly love for the sake of a home. \Vo­
man would then be free to unite with the .man she loved, and it would 
need no laws to bind her to him. Whe~· we have taught men and wo­
mt{n how utterly false is this system under whjch we live, where the 
producers of all the w~alth are struggling from . the cradle to the grave 
for the barest necessities of life, while those who never do. a, stroke of 
honest work appropriate the result of the others' toil, and so live in 
luxury and ease; when .the scales have fallen from men's eyes and they . 
ca-q.-clearly see how they have been duped and robbed in the past, and 

can fully comprehend ~hat tpo~~ who hi:LVe produced all the wealth are 
the only ones entitled to enjoy it( and wi.11 su:ffer this state of things to 
exist no longer,-then, and not till then, can women, in every sense of 
the word, be the true companion of man. 

L1zzrn MooRE. 

A SMOULDERING FIRE. 

The public is too apt to suppo,;;e that the clasR war i>l only in evidence 
when reports of a big strike or Lock-ont :fill the columns of the capitalist 
·press. But in reality the .war is in progreRs every day if folk would only take 
the trouble to look under the snrface, and as a proof of this we intend to 
enl~rge somewhat on events that are ha.ppening iu C;1.n11iug Towu as a re­
sult of the Engineers' Lock-out. 

Sorne of the results of the late s t.rike in this district are that the employers 
are sendin·g for the men in<lividnally to ~ i gn paper~. Th~ obj-:ct is to weed 
the men out when slack, then when seeking fresh employ°ment to enquire for 
·references, they can find out all ab -rnt a m'Ln by tliese means, and it looks as 
if the employers will not take. on me11 at a ll but have them sent down from 
the Free Labour office, where the workers will have to p>ty for being regis­
tered, like servant girls. The searuen, liremen and a great number of dockers,~ 
all had to hold a federa.tion ticket liesides their trade-union one. The funds 
they are creating will be used to. fight them with iu the future struggles. at 
some of the shops the majority of the union men ore sign ing as non-society 
men so as not to be picked out. 

In the event of another strike there will be a large number in the shops 
receiving wages, keeping blacklegs (rnt and destroying every thing produced 
by blackleg labor and adopting the b es t means to fight the capitalist from 
inside the workshop, and thus help to bring him to his senses a bit, until the 
worker<> see the necessity of takit1g over the worsh{)ps, by force if necessary, 
and carryiug on production for nse in:otead of the profit-grinding system of 
to-day. 

Some of the reasons given by men for leaving trade unions are "I'm work­
ing for ·the L. C. C., tbey must pay the trade-union rate," and in Cc1.nning 
Town it is pretty much the same auswer. .A. .few trade·uuion officials have 
got trade-union rates on the minnte bo0ks, etc. T he<>e nien give UfJ the on­
ly weapon that has secured ther11 anything in the past, forgetting that the 
number of workers employed by pnhlic: bodies is nothing as compared with 
the uumliers employed else where. I u the next struggle, it is iruper.;l.t ive 
that we thould have the wiuers arnl ra.ilway men with us, so as to stop the 
bhtekh·gs travelling about in tirnes <if dispute, aud tlrn-i has tening on the 
emaucipation of the workers from wage slavery. B.. P. 

--~-~---

The Acquittal of Sheriff IVIartin. 

The acquittal of Sheriff Martin, the plutocratic hero of Hazleton, was to 
hwe been expected. Never yet in tb e history of the United States, or for 
that! matter any other country, h'lve t h e hired murd erers of workingmen been 
brought to justice when a_rraign erl b efoi·e a court. .The slaughter of the men 
at Hazleton was the most rnfamons act ever committed under forms of law. 
It has its parallel in the judicial f ::uce which resulted in the acquittal of Mar­
tin and his cowardly and blood-thirsty depu ties. 

Such legal crimes do much to destroy the faith of the American people in 
th l-' ir courts and in the machinerv of law. If ever men we1'e murd ered, the 
unarmed miners who marched pe~cefolly down the roaci with H.n Ame rican 
flaa at their head were murdered . If: c:ve r men were g uil ty ·of 111nrder. they 
we~e the deputies who poured volleys of b ull,-ts into the ranks ,o{those 
marchers. 

The mmder c,f these men aud th e farcic:::1.1 court proceed ings r es ulting in 
the acquittal of their murderers is perfectly natur,J.l aud ~nevitabie under 
the private ownership of coal mines and similar properties. vV lien the · 
people a re ready to assume ?wner;;liip and coutrol of such plant" th: world 
:"'ill no longer be shock_ed with sn ch scenes as those enacted at Lattimer or 
rn the court where Justice was made a mockery. 

(1'/i.e llew Time, Chicago.) 

CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS. 

"EvP.ry day he grew mor~ attached t;,o that only true philosophy which 
m·akes a man, as far as the world will p ermit, a world to himself; and from 
the height of a tran quil and serene self- es teem, he felt the sun shine above 
him,· when malignant clouds spread snll t>n and nn ge uial below. He did not 
dPspise or wilfully shock opinion, 11 e it h er did he fawn upon and flatter it. 
'Vhere he thought the world should be lrnmoured , he humoured-wher~ 
contemned, he contemned it. There ai·e m any cases in which 8.n honest, well­
ed uca ted, high-hearted individnal is a much better ju.l g<l t han the multitude, 
of what is right and what is wrou g; a.n<l in these mat~J:•rs he is not worth 
three straws if he snffer the multitude to bully or coax him out of his jndg­
ment. The Public, if you indulge it, is a mo:it da mne:1.ble gossip, thrusting 
its nose into people's concern!?, wii e1:e it i:as 110 right to make or meddle; 
and in those things, where the P ublic is imper tinent, Maltravers scorned 
and res isted its interference as hau ghti ly a~ he would the interference of any 
insolent member of the insolent · whole. It was this mixture <•f <lee<l love 
and profound respect for the etenrnl PEOPLE and uf C'l.l1n pa.ssionles> dis­
dain for that capricious charla.ta u, the momentary PUB LIC, which made 
Ernest MalLravers an original and solitary thinker; and an act<1r, in reality 
modest aud benevolent, in appearance arrogimt and unsocial. 'Pctuperism 
in contradistinction to poverty,' he was wont to say 'is the dependeuc~ qpon 
other people fur existence, not on our own exertions; there is a moral pan'" 
perism in the man who is dependent; on others for that support of moral 
life-self respect." (From Ernest .llfa1tmvers, by Lord Lytton.) 

"The F:ree · Commune." 
PunLISHIK G· On.our, MANCHEST'ER. 

Pr.int The · Free Com,m;une, a gratis slue t which will be sent to anyone-in any 
· quantity-on receipt of a. postcard. Will be glad to receive subscriptions, to be 

devoted entirely to the pt·,1duc~ion :> t grn.tis literature. , 
Address " edito1~al co111municatioo s and exchanges to W. lVIcQuE1rn, 21, Mellor 

Road, Slade Lane, Longsight, 1\Lin c h ·~s t er, and all business mn.tters, including 
subscriptions, to T. JoNES, 10 Ga1ll en Street, Adwick, !YLi.nchester. 
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,\ NOTES. 
RULE, BRITANNIA.! 

Read this, ye Britons. Ye Primrose Leaguers and Radical Wage 
Slaves, think-if you can think of this. But there, :y:ou do not ~hink. 
You are Christains. A stea.dy, honest Hoxton family starved m the 
midst of plenty. 

Sarah Lyons, aged five years, died. from starvation in Constance-street! Hox­
ton. 'fhe mother a pale, thin, scantily-dressed woman, stated that the child had 
been ill for a fortnight, but she had not called in a doctor as she had no money to 
pay f or one. Witness was in the act of washing the girl when she fell back in 
her arms and died. 

Tl:e Coroner : How many children have you ~ Witness : I ltad three, sir. 
C.: How much did· you get last week 1 vV.: Sixpence or ninepence a day. 

· C.: But yon cannot keep a family on that 1 How much did yon µay for rent 1 
W.: 3s. a week. C.: Antl that left you a few coppers for food. You must have 
all-been starving. W.: I didn't starve the chiltlren; they had more than I had 
to eat. 

The Coroner's Officer: The place is in a most wretched condition. They live 
in a small ante-r ,om over a kitchen, and there is not a particle of furniture in 
the place. The room is only about 3 ft. wide, and is parted off in the centre 
with a piece of sacking, which keeps the draught from some old rags which lie 
on the floor and are used as a bed. When I was there on Sunday there was not 
a scrap of food in the house. Tht: husband is a cripple. He met with an acci­
dent 10 years ago, and has never been right since. He is a steady man, but very 
poor. . _ 

The Coroner : The poor little one seems to have been allowed to die in the 
presence of great poverty, and in want of the necessaries ofli fe. 

A Jmor : If they had called in the parish doct.or they would all have been 
cleared out and offered the workhouse or the streets. 

The Coroner : The man is not fit to fight the battle of life like a strong man. 
It is a reflection on our boasted Christianity. 

The Juror: It is a problem that will have to be solved, but how I don't 
kiiow. It is scandalous that honest people should want for bread in a rich city 
like London. (Hear, hear.) 

The jury returned a verdict of "Natural death, accelerated by poverty and 
unsanitary conditions and want of proper food." The parents were given a few 
shillings. 

A Needlewoman "Livi:ag" on Eighteenpence or 2s a Week. 

The Hackney coroner inquired into the death of Lydia Bush, aged 64 years, a 
spinster, lately residing in one room at 14, Churchill-rd., Lower Clapton, who 
"earned her living" as a needlewoman. . 

TI'..e Coroner (to the landlady's daughter) : How much a week did she earn 1 
W.: About 3s. 6d. or 4s. a week. C.: What rent did she pay 1 W.: Two shil­
lings a week. C.: And she had to live on ls. 6d. or 2s. a week 1 W.: Yes, she 
used to manage on 2s. a week. She had been poorly a long time, so did not 
want much. 

A Juror : Poor soul! She could not get much out of eighteenpence a week. 
She had, it seems, been getting very weak, and appeared strange in her mind. 

One day she was found lying on the floor very ill. She was removed to the in­
firmary, whe1;e she died from meningitis. The jury returned a verdict in accor­
dance with the medical evidence. 

This is not bomb-throwing! This is not force! This is not chaos! 
This is "law and order," this in Christian England, this is-bah, for 
God's sake, Mother Earth, dissolve! REAN. 

"SAVING THE SouDAN." 

In view of the crushing defeat inflicted on the Dervishes at Atbara, 
and the general work of demolition as carried on by the British and 
Anglo-Egyptian troops in African deserts, it must have been with some 
reluctance that the Morning .Adve1·tiser startled London by heading its 
.display bills "Saving the Soudan." . 

Conventional patriotism, inseparable as it is from commercialism, has 
.established a strange conception of " preservation," concerning matters 
and objects in which it cannot find any material or spiritual interest. 
Thus, it is not without strong suspicions of insincerity that we hear 
British journalism proclaiming its belief that the "best way to save a 

· thing is to destroy it." ':rhe hypocrisy of this contention even evinces 
itself. on newspaper placards as if it were a source of consolation to the 
perpetrators, for it is the very destruction of the Soudan that is desired 
and not its " saving." 

Even criminals pay homage to virtue-always iimited however in 
.outward. regard t~ fut:1re possibilities. Mrs. Grundy is growing so in­
fa~cus m the estimat10n of many of her supporters, that certain jour­
nalists-out of respect to their profession and in consideration of the 
semi-consciousness of many oftheir clients-always refer to the "bruta­
lity of uncivilized races" and the "danger of their existence" as a 
prelude to wiping them out. 

This pretension of disinterestedness and philanthropy is an ugly lie. 
The apology is a consequence of the cowardice of brutality. . 

The revolutionist ofte.n destroys, ~:but he ~\l~es ; nb . hypocTiticnl ex­
cuse for his act; ' l)e . says -"' hei~e iS arr - in Justice: ai1d : against it I will 
rebel." It is its absolute destruction he aims .at, becaus~ _of its hin­
drance to human happiness or progress, and not its .. destruct.~on for, , 
purpose~ of preservation, as these P'.1£~-iots .(!) .P.roudl~ a:ssum'e: .. _ 

Then aaain the Soudan is not d1stmgmshed from other parts of the 
globe by fts geographical position alorie. There are its peo.ples, their . 
lan'guages and their cu1'toms, all of which are the chief mea~s where­
by we arrive at their distinction from other races. And it is just all 
this we at'e destroying and bent on completely annihi'lating. It is the 
Europeani~ation of its land and people that is aimed at. 

Certainly a kind of old fo1·m slavery exists under the Khaiifa·s r.ule, 
and.if British Colonisation will save anything(!), it will most certarnl! 
save this custom, with "marked impeovements." Just as nowadays it 
is a result of ignorance and unconsciousness, then it will be an institu­
tion legalised and respectable. Perha.ps after all this is the 11£orning 

. .Advertiser's idea of saving the Soudan. J.P. 

" THE HE.\.THEN CHINEE." 
The partition of China which has been going on quite mer'rily with­

out a shot having been fired between the European bullies who are do­
ing the plundering, raises the question once more of the effect these 
"eastern hordes" are likely to have on-European civilisation. 

A favorite theory with some writers, who like to improve their repu­
tations by a little innocent panic-mongering, h'.tS been that these dense 
populations would one day sweep down upon us, and by sheer weight of 
numbers, carry all before them, and destroy our mighty civilisation and 
all its grand institutions, etc., etc. Now this is all nonsense. The 
European capitalists can see a much cleverer move to checkmate the 
poor Chinee than coming to blows with him. He can exploit them. 
And if ever the workers at home here feel the cut of competition keen­
er than of yore, it will be when the capitalist has built his factories 
amidst the Hindoos and the Chinese. That is how the " hordes .of the 
East" may thr~aten the workers of Europe. And it behoves the work­
ers to organise as rapidly and determinedly as possible to overthrow the 
only enemy they have to fear, the one who is at the bottom of all the 
trouble whether it arises at home or abroad-the capitalist. 

ELEANOR MARX A VELING. 

The sad circumstances under which Eleanor Marx Aveling died need 
no repetition here. 

It is better perhaps to look back to those days when she could be heard 
making speeches that were imbued with some of the revolutionary 
spirit that existed in the Social Democratic movement twelve or more 
years ago. Even then, no doubt, her opposition to Anarchism. was 
strong enough; but sad to say as the years went on and the paths of 
Social Democracy led more a.nd more to acts of political compromise, 
her hostility to Anarchism and Anarchists, became intense, unreason­
able, furious. 

It is needless, however, to dwell upon all this. Notwithstanding that 
of late years she sometimes found herself in strange company in the 
enemies camp, hoping no doubt, as others do~ to use priest and politi­
cian alike for the ends of her own party it is only fair to acknowledge 
the hard and laborious work she has done in the Social Democratic 
movement under conditions that have entailed much personal privation 
and suffering. 

While admitting this, one cannot help experiencing a feeling of re­
gret that her ability and ener'gy were not animated by a broader-mind­
ed, a more libertarian spirit. 

DYER'S DEAD-WEEP! 
The Colonel is dead ! Gone to a betttr .. world where there is no A.S. 

E., but only, yes only, Anarchists-that is, believers in order without 
law. We mourn his loss for he was a hero, a patriot, and a general 
who helped to make this glorious Empire of " ours" on which the sun 
never sets-East End included. I hope a stained window in St. Paul's 
Cathedral will be raised to. his memory and, of course, "to the glory of 
(Dyer's) God," the thousands of little ones this monster did his best to 

· starve would subscribe. And I would sing-

Dyer's dead and gone Heaven, I But methinks if Barnes should be there 
So the cleric he will tell: He will say that D's in H-.Amen. 

I do not believe " of the dead nothing but good." And I am sorry 
Barnes and Keir Hardie have spoken as they have. We .are haters of 
our enemy in life and in death. REAN • 

A KEEN CRITIC. 
There is a critic on the Oh1·onicle who has a "penetrating eye," and 

who has not been taken in, as i:nany less wary and less scrupulous 
scribes probably will be by a rather rpmarkable book called . "Political 
Crimes," by Louis Proal. It affords a great opportunity to the reac­
tionaries who will fail of course to catch the moral which the author 
(unintentionally) writes large across the pages of his book. For, as the 
Chronicle points out "he (the author) has collected from all history 
down to our own days a series of facts which might v:ery well serve as 
a text book for Anarchism itself." We cannot quote all we should like 
to from this noteworthy criticism, and moreover we hope soon to have 
a review of the work from a purely Anarchist point of view, but we 
cannot pass over M. Proal's account of an Anarchist trial. 

Recently, at the Aix Assizes, we tried and sentenced, for the manufacture of 
an explosive powder, an Anarchist, aged thirty-thre~, wh?, ~ince th.e age of 
seventeen had been noted among aU his employers for his ass1du1ty at his work, 
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the regularity of 1-!is yo,nduct, and the kindness of his character . . 1Jpon a. salary 
of a tri.fle .. ~Yer. three :s~iUi!1}~s· a q~'Y, :.~hi~·.excellen.t,, l;iard·w?rking, sol;ier. an.d 'de­
voted workman kept 1ns wife; two children,· and his father, whom he had taken 
into his household. Since his sentence he can.oot think without tears of his wife 
and children, and he i~plo1fes to b~ given work that he may se.nd them assi&t­
ance. What made an: Anarchist of this· unhappy man 1 It was neither laziness, 
nor intemperance, nor cupidity; it was sophism. His room was found to be full 
of Anarchist newspapers and pamphlets; they had turned his head. 

~-· Nothing that we have 'seen in print upholds so powerfully all the ar­
g·umerits 'used by C. M. Wilson, in the pamphlet Anarchism and Outmge. 

· Louis Proal is a judge-:--a judge obsessed by . terror as the reviewer 
points out. His state of mind is pitiable. ': Is there no quiet home of 
r~fuge" the reviewer concludes, "to which the author might be led, 
far from the:madding bomb?" 

THE STATE: HS HISTORIC ROLE. 
BY PETER KROPOTKIN. 

IX. 
-"If you have any common interests in the city or the village, ask 

the Church and the State to look after them. But you are forbidden 
to combine in a direct way to settle matters for yourselves! " Such is 
the formula reechoing th1·oughout Europe since the sixteenth century. 
Already in an edict of Edward III, issued at the end of the fourteenth 
century, we read that "all unions, combinations, meetings, organised 
societies, statutes and oaths already established or to be established by 
carpenters and masons, will henceforth be null and void." But when 
the defeat of the towns and of the popular insurrection of which we 
have spoken was completed, the State boldly laid hands on all the in­
stitutions (guilds, fraternities, etc.) which used to bound artisans and 
peasants together, and annihilated them. 

This is plainly seen in England where a mass of documents exists 
showing every step of that annihilation. Little by little the State laid 
hands on all guilds and fraternities. It pressed them closely, abolished 
their leagues, their festivals, their aldermen and replaced them by its 
own functionaries and tribunals, and at the beginning of the :fifteenth 
century, under· Henry VIII, the State simply confiscated everything 
possessed by the guilds without further ado. The heir to the great 
protestant king finished his father's work.1 

It was robbery cari·ied on in open daylight, "without excuse" as 
· Thorold Rogers has so well put it. And it is this robbery which the 

so-called 'scientific' economists represent as the "natural" death of the 
guilds under the inf:l uence of economic laws ! 

In truth, was it possible for the State to tolerate a guild or corpor­
ation of a trade, with its tribunal, its militia, its treasury, its sworn 
organisation ? It was for the statesmen " a State within the State " ! 
The State was to destroy the guild, and it destroyed it everywhere : in 
England , in France, in Germany, in Bohemia, preserving only the 
semblance of the guild as an instrument of the exchequer, as a part of 
the vast administrative machine. 

And-should we be astonished that guilds, trade-unions and warden­
ships, deprived of everything that was formerly their life and placed 
under royal functionaries, became in the eighteenth century nought 
but encumbrances and obstacles to the development of industry, after 
having been the very life of progress four centuries before? '.l'he State 
had killed them. 

In fact it did hot content itself with destroying the autonomous organ­
isation which was necessary for the very life of the guilds and impeded 
the encroachments of the State; it did not content itself with ,confiscat­
ing all riches and property of the guilds: it appropriated for itself all 
their economical functions as well. 

In a city of the Middle Ages, when interests conflicted in a · trade, 
or when two guilds disagreed, there was no other appeal than to 
tl~e city. They were forced to settle matters, to find some compromise, 
as all guilds were mutually allied in the city. And a compromise was 
always arrived at-by calling in another city to artitrate, if necessary. 

Henceforth the only arbitrator was the State. All l<?cal disputes, 
sometimes of the most insignificant kind, in the smallest town of a few 
hundred inhabitants, had to be piled up in the shape of useless docu­
ments in the offices of king and parliament. We see the English parlia­
ment literally inundated with these thousands of petty local squabbles. It 
then became necessary to have thousands of functionaries in the capital 
(venal for the greater p.art) to classify, read, judge all these documents, 
to pass judgment on every detail; to regulate the way to foi:·ge a horse's 
hoof, bleach linen, salt herrings, make a barrel, and so on c~d infinitum ... 
and the tide still rose! · 

·But this was not all. Soon the State laid hand.::; on exportation. It 
saw in this commerce a means of enrichment,-and seized upon it. 
Formerly, when a dispute arose between two towns a'bout the value of 
exported cloth, the purity of wool, or the capacity of barrels of herrings, 
the two towns made remonstrances to each other. If the dispute lasted 
lo~g, they addressed themiilelves to a third town to step in as arbitrator 
(this happened constantly); or else a congress of guilds of weavers and 
coopers was convened to regulate internationally the quality and value 
of cloth or the capacity of barrels. 

Now, however, the State had stepped in · and taken upon itself to re­
gulate all these contentions from the centre, in Paris or in London. 
T~rough its functionaries it regulated the capacity of barrels, specified 
the quality of cloth, ordered the number of threads and their thickness 
·in the warp and the woof and interfered in the smallest details of each 
industry. 

1 .See Toulmin, Smith's work on Guilds. 

You .know the. result. Iudu·.:;try under th:s conbrcJl was dyin.~(out 1~( 
the eighteenth century. · . .. , . · 1 

· • · '
1 

· WXiat had in fact become- of Benvenuto Cellin'i's a.rt und~r State' tutel­
age1?-Va.nished.-And the architecture or those guilds of 'tnusdns i;tnd 
carpenters whdse works of art we still admire ?-Only look ?'t the hideou~ . 
monuments of the State period, and at one glance you will know that 
architecture was dead, so dead tpat up till now it has not been able to 
recover from the blow dealt it by the State. 

What became of the fabrics of Beuges, of the · cloth from Holland ~ 
What became of those blacksmiths, so skilled in manipulating ir-on, a1~d 
who, i n e<teh European borough, knew how to tum this nngrateful 
metal into the most exquisite decorations? What became of those 
turnees those clo~k-makers . those fitters who had made Nuremberg one 
of the ~lories of the 1\1.idtlle Ages by their instruments of precision? 
Speak ~ tb,em to James Watt who for his steam e1?gine, looked ii: vain 
during thirty years for a man who could make a fairly roun~ cylmder, 
and whose machine remained thirty years a rough model for want of 
workmen to construct it! · 

Such was the result of State inteder·ence in the domain of industry. 
All that the State managed to do was to tighten the scr8'W on the 
worker, depopulate the land, sow misery in the towns, reduce thousands 
of beino-s to the state of starvelings and impose industrial slavery. 

And it is these miserable wrecks of ancient guilds, these organisms, 
manO'led and oppressed by the State that "scientific" economists ·have 
the i~norance to confound with the guilds of the Middle Ages ! What 
the grea.t Revolution swept away as harmful to industey was not the 
guild, nor even the trade-union; it was a piece of machinery both use­
less and harmful. 

But what the Revolution took good ea.re not to sweep away-wa,s the 
power of the State over iudustry and over the factory-serf. . .~ 

Do you reme<nber the discussion which took place at th~ Convention- ,1 
at the terrible Convention-about a strike? To the grievance.; of the 
strikers the Convention a_nswered (I quote from memory): "The State 
alone has a right to watch over the interests of all citizens. In striking, 
you are organising a coalition, you are creating a ~tate within the State. 
Therefore-death!" 

In this answer we see the bourgeois character of the French Revolu­
. tion. But-has that answer not a still deeper meaning? Does it not 

summarize the attitude of the State that found its most complete and 
loo-ical expression towards the whole of society in the J acobinism of 1793? 
~'If you have a arievance complain to the State! It alone has the 

. 0 ' 
riO'ht to rndress its subjects' grievances. · As to combining to pl'otect 
y~urselves-never ! " It wt1s in this sense that the Republic called it­
self one and indivisible. 

Does not the modern Jacobin-Socialist think the 8ame? Has not the 
Convention expressed the depth of his thought with the severe logic 
peculiar to it? 

In this answer of the Convention is summed up the attitude of ::tll 
States towards all combinations and all private societies, whatever be 
their aim. 

As to a strike it js eve'n now in Russia considered a crime of high 
treason aaainst the State. In a O'reat measure too in Germ:rny, where 

0 b ... 
young William said the other day: "Appeal to me; but ~f you ever 
allow yourselves to take action on your own behalf, you will make the 
acquaintance of my soldiers' bayonets!" It is still almost aJw,1.~s the 
cas8 in F1«1nce. And even in England, it is only after strugglmg a 
hundred years by means of secret societies, dagger thrusts for traitors 
and masters, explosive powder under machinery (not further ~ack than 
1860), emery thrown into axle-bo~es, a11d s.o forth, that J:D r:ghsh work­
men have begun to conquer the nght to strike; a,nd they will _soon ha.ve 
it entirely, if they do not fall into the traps that the ~tate is a:r-eatly 
laying for them in trying to impose its obligatory arbitr<:1.tion rn ex'­
change for an eight-hour law. 

More than a century of terrible struggles! And what sufferings! 
How many men have died in prisons, how mB.ny have been transpo;:·ted 
to Australia, shot and hanged, to reconquer the right of c~mbinat~on, 
which (I am not tired of repeating) every man, free or serf, practised 
freely, before the State had laid its heavy hand on societies. 

But was it the workman only who was treated in this fashion? 
Think of the struggles the bourgeoisie itself had to carry on ::iga.~nst 

the State in order to conquer the right of constituting themselve~ rn.to 
commercial societies; a right which the State only conceded when it dis­
covered in it an easy method of creating monopolies to the adv.1,ntage 
of its creatures and to re-fill its treasury. And the struggles for the 
rio-ht to write, to speak, or simply to think differently from wha.t the 
State orders through its academies, universities or churches? And tb.e 
struggles for the right to teach, be it only reading, a right which the 
State reserves to itself without making use of it ! And the steuggles 
even to obtain the right of amusing oneself ii1 common; not to mention 
those wars which wou'ld still have to be fought for conquering- the right 
to choose one's judge 01· one's h1w (a thing which was before the grnwth 
of the State of daily occurence ), or the struggles that separate us from 
the day when they will burn the book of infarl).OUS puniBhme~ts, iu:eut-· 
ed by the spirit of the inquisition and of the despotic empires of the 
East; and known under the name of penal code ! 

Then look at taxation, an institution of purely State origin, t,hat for­
midable weapon which the State makes use of in Europe as w~ll as in 
young societies in the United States to kee_p the masses un ler it::; hee1,, 
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to. favour friends, to ruin the greater number to the advantage of those 
who govern, and to uphold the old divisions and castes. . 

. Then take the wars, without which States can neither constitute 
themselves nor stand-wars that become fatal, inevitable, as soon as we 
admit that a certain region .(because it is a State) can have -interests 
opposed to those of its neighbours Think of past wars and of those 
~e are threatened with before the conquered races will be admitted to 
breathe freely; of wars for commercial markets; of wars to create col­
onial empires. And ·in ·France we only know too well what servitude 
each war, whether victorious or not, brings in its train. 

And what is worse than all that I have enumerated, is that the edu­
cation we all receive from the State, at school and later on in onr life, 
has so vitiated our brains that the idea of liberty itself goes astray and 
is. travestied into servitude. 

Sad is the 'sight of those who believe themselves to be revolutionists, 
vowing their deepest hatred to Anarchists-because the Anarchists' 
conception of liberty surpasses .their own narrow and mean conception 
culled from State teaching. And yet this sight is a fact. 

. It is because the spirit of voluntary servitude has always been art­
fully nourished in young brains, and is so still, so as to perpetuate the 
slavery of the subject to the State. 

Libertarian philosophy is suffocated by pseudo-Roman and Catholic 
St?-te philosophy. History is vitiated from the first page where i.t lies 
about the Merovingian and Carlo"'.'ingian dynasties, to its last page, on 
which it glorifies J acobinism and ignores the people and their work in the 
creation of institutions. Natural sciences are perverted to the benefit 
of_ the dual idol Church and State. 1'he psychology of the individual, 
and still more that of societies, is falsified in each of its assertions to 
justify the triple alliance of soldier, pries'; and executioner. Even 
1florality, which for centuries in succession has preached obedience to 
the Church or to some so-called divine book, only emancipates itself to­
day t o preach servility to the State.-" You have no direct moral obli­
gn:tions towa1·cls your neighbour, not even a sentiment of solidarity; all 
your obligations are to the State," -we are told, we are taught by this 
new religion of the old Rqman and Oresarian · divinity. Neighbours, 
c0m~·acles, co~1 pan ions, forg·et them ! Yon must know them only through 

, the mtermechary of an organ of your State. An.cl all of you must prac­
tise the vi1'tue of being equally shves to it. 

·And the glorification of State an d discipline, at which Church and 
University, the press and political parties work, is so well preached that 
even revolutionists chtre not look this fetish straight in the face. 

The modern radical is a centralizer, a State partisan, a Jacobin to the 
core. _And the Socialist walks i~1 his footsteps. Like the Florentines 
at the encl of the fifteenth century, who could only invoke the dictator­
ship of the State, to save them from the patricians, the Socialists know 
only how to invoke the same gods, the same dictatorship and the same 
State, to save us from the abominations of an economic system, created 
by that very State ! 

With oi'r next issue The State : Its Historic Role will be concliid­
ecl . If su/ftcient money ccir: be obtained it wi ll cippea1· on lst of June in 
pcmiphlet Jann ( 48 pp.) price twopence. To ensw"e this erul'it is necessa1·y 
tha~ ccisl~ s~wuld ci~company _cill orde1's. Wi ll co11w·cides cind f 1riends help 
'l.6S in tliis by sending on thei1· a11iozwits cit the ecirliest possible rn01nent ? 
All 0'!1'1' tr:b~iw will be. voliinta1·y but we need rnoneg fm· pc!Jper, etc., cmd 
only if this is fo1·thcorning shall we be able to publish. · 

SONG OF THE PLUTOCRATS & PARVENUS~ 

vVe must have our poor of the town and the city 
rr "d ' . o provi e ample scope for the founts of our pity; 
vVe firmly believe, tho' it strikes some as odd, 
That the poor and their lot are established of God; 
vVe yearn o'er our poor whose means are so slender 
vVith high condescension and sympathy tender. ' 

We've scient.ist friends, who splendidly thrive, 
Who hold with great Darwin the fittest survive, 
The fight for the strong, and the race for the swift, 
And let poor folks keep sober, and cultivate thrift. 

yYe hold it ~s_wise tha~ '~e all keep our places 
Sm.~e th~ ,spmt of class is the ~10blest of graces, 
Besides its as well we keep .thmgs as they are, 
All change wo~ld the peace of society mar. 
A:n~ we love tq be snug ~n our own paradise, 
Givmg do,Ies to the poor to stifle their cries. 

For we need those who toil since we never knew how 
And t'is pleasant to se.e how they scrape and they ho~, 
Poor dumb d~gs of ~o.il, no plaint 'scapes their throats, 
As we flaunt m their eyes our gold, silver and notes. 

Our positi?ns are founded on apathy deep; 
We few wide awake, with the many asleep. 
Sl~ep on, y~ contented, we'll shirk while ye plod. 
With the aid of the State and the blessing of God 
We _rely ui:on ~aving the masses kept under, 
W~ile :vve hve m peace and plenty-and plunder. 

TREADWELL. 

The Trial of Italian Anarchists as Mal.efactors. 

AN INTERN ATION 4L PROTEST 

AGAINST THE SCANDALOUS AND FEROCIOUS . PROSECUTIONS 

OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT·. 

"We, the undersigned, belonging to every nationality and of diverse 
political opinions, denounce to the world the infamy which is being per­
petrated by the Italian Government, in maltreating and shooting down· 
the starving peasants, who cannot eve:ri feed themselves on roots with­
out coming within the clutches of its infamous laws, and which punishes 
as malefactors all honest men who stand up iri their defence. · 

" Many of our friends, among them Malatesta, known and esteemed 
for his courage and his devotion to all who suffer, are to be tried for 
this as ordinary criminals. 

'' Let all men of honesty and intelligence join us in branding this act 
of barbarity. · 

"We request the independent press of all countries to copy and pub­
lish this protest." 

The sjgnatures ?btained. in three days for the above protest are alread­
..y too numerous for complete publication; the :;mbjoined· list however 
will give our readers an idea of the indignation and sympathy roused 
amongst .friends of all shades of opinion. 

Edward 01trpenter, \.Valter Crane, H. S. Salt, Mrs. Salt, J. F. 
Green, C. C. Lisle, Lothrop Withington, Henry W. Nevinson, 
Peter Macdonald, Miss C. Roche, Mrs. N . F. Dryhurst, Miss 
Charlotte Skerritt, Miss Davis, Miss A. C. Morant, Miss E. 
Warlow, Tom ·Mann, J. Keir Hardie, Frank Smith, F. Macpher­
son, Paul and Mrs. Campbell, P. and "Mrs. Kropotkine, Mrs. F. 
Stepniak, N. Tchaykowsky, V. Tcherkesoff, Louise Michel, L. 
Guerineau, E. Defendi, F. Mattini, T. Pacini, T. Thioulouze, V. 
Richard, F. Tarricla de] Marmol, J. Brossa, H. Portet, M. Nett­
lau, F. Henneghien, John Turner, H. Kelly, A. Marsh, W.Wess, 
J. Presberg, Oh. Morton, H. Stockton, T. Cantwell, E. Lowe, 
R. C. Moore. 

The protestation was also extensively signed by delegates of many 
trade-unions, I. L. P. and S. D. F. branche.s at the First of May De­
monstration Organising Committee. A proposition expressing condem­
nation of the Italian Government and sympathy with Malatesta and his 
comrades was unanimously adopted at the Annual Conference of the 
I. L. P. held at Birmingham, on Easter last. 

The International Arbitration and Peace Association protesting 
" against the abuse of povver in any shape and in :my country,'' adds a 
special condemnation of the '' vi1-,dictive prosecutions proposed in con­
nection with the bread-riots by the Italian Government." 

The advanced organs of the European press also raised their voicet; . 
in vigorous protest; we mention L' A uro1·e 'of Paris, the Secolo of Milan, 
the Dciily Chronicle, Dciily News, Steir, etc. · 

Protests have also reached us from Elisee Reclus (Brussels), F. D. 
Nieuwenhuis (Amster·dam): B. and F. Kampffmeyer, Dr. B. vVille, 
G. Landauer, W. Spohr, and \Veidner (Berlin), also from Glasgow, 
Birmingham, and other centres. 

NORWICH .. 
The mention of this old town recalls those breezy, bustliilg ~nd cheery 

days in the Socialist movement when Morris's activity was at its high-· 
est and its adherents were busy dreaming-and working. 

P erhaps Morris's happiest days were spent in Norwich. Mousehould 
Heath recalled Kitts rebellion, its old cathedral awakened his artistic 
senses with an enthusiasm unequalled, and the relics of the Roman 
wall set him dreaming of the past, when looking ·down on the modern 
cities of Evilshaw as was his wont. · 

Mowbray and Henderson are no longer speaking in the Market Place, 
and Morris l~es peacefully beneath a big elm tree near his beloved 
Thames. But the little band who then worked still live. A disastrous 
strike has just swept accross the quaint town like a cyclone, and the 
debris-in the form of worn faces and strained pockets--are still evi­
dent. In spite of this, however, recently 20 or 30 comrades again 
banded together and took over the premises vacated by the I. L. P ., and 
well was the stroke. On enter.ing the hall one beholds the portraits of 
Robert Owen,' Michael B<'Lkouriin, P. Kropotkine and W. Morris, the 
latter predominating in number, as if in memory of never to be forgot­
ten acquaintanceship. In these days there is an S. D. F. and I. L. P. 
branch, the former hn.ving finally succeeded in its incessant struggles 
to establish itself,-but weakly. The I. L. P. is growing sadly respect­
able even refusing to unite vvith the local group to commemorate the 
Commune. 

In no more appropriate town could such a celebration be held. The 
spirit of bygone days is lacking; it.s revival, however, is at hand. Per­
sistency can ensure it. The inertia of some members· is · truly unfortu- · 
nate; still it is pleasing to find that anew adherent from the I. L. P. is 
one of the few active workers. 

To the older men in Norwich, to those whe> have been through the 
mill, we appeal. In the name of the men who have suffered in Nor­
wich, in memory of Morris and hj::; work, in c,onsideration of the great~ 
ness of our cause, put your shoulders to the wheel and let your work 
be your memorial . to Morris's memory, for no greater · monument coulq. 

. you construct. Let the thoughts of past days be a source of inspira:. 
tion for fresh struggles for the future. . ~ · 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

The cause of political freedom a1!d popular insurrection is suffering an­
other defeat. 'Three years of fightiug by her own people did not secure Cuba 
independence froru Spanish rule, and as Greece did last year; interfering in 
the Uretans' struggle for independence, the Uuited States are now apparent­
ly making Cuba's cause their own, and we are confronted with another big 
wa.r full of uukuown conseqnences. I confeiss that the moment another State 
takes up a cause of independence my heart freezes up and the whole matter, 
hitherto involving the cherhhed principles of freedom, sinks to an undes­
cribably low level in rny estimation. No State can sincerely wish the indep­
ence and well-beiug of another St11.te, as from its very nature it must desire 
the submission aud degradation of all other States to make them subservient 
to its own chief .iim:i of national splendour and power. A people is never free 
if liberated by a State. So the French Revolution for a moment emancipat­
ed large parts of Italy, Germany, Belgium, Holland, etc., forming semi-in­
depende11t republics, only to absorb them all a little later under Napoleon's 
rule. Other examples are the Italian stru.ggle for independence, which was 
after all settled by the wars of 1859 and 1866, the "unselfish" co-operation 
of France ar.d Prus:;iia, and not by the propaganda of Mazzini and the strong 
arm of Garibaldi-witness the abomination which resulted from it all, the 
present Italian kingdom. Again the struggle, for generations, of the Balka.n 
peoples against Tarkey was unsuccessful until they were shaped into States 
by the grace of Russia, .after the Rnsso-Turkish war. And so Cuban iude­
pendence Ly the grace of the United States who have so great commercial 
interests in Cuua, ·will vastly differ from indepeudence won by the Cubans 
themselves risen in revolt. 

The conclusion from this is that as long as one single State exists, any 
struggle for independence on political lines must be unsuccessful as the exist­
ing States or State will always finally arrange matter8 for tht.iir own benefit 
before all. The old principle: "one man's slavery is everybody's slavery," 
works with im:xorable certitude. There is only one way to escape from this 
perpetuation of slavery by, which all such struggles, however heroically 
fought, end, and that is to oppose to existing States the principle of freedorn 
pitre and simple, of Anarcliy: whilst the creation of new States, however in­
dependent, does but streugthen them, our ideas sap their roots and they are 
powerless against them in the end. 

The Italian government is anxious to be on a level with that of Spain that 
the Southern European monarchies might be swept away by one wave of 
popular iudignation. Bread and all necessaries of life attain starvation 
pnces and wages are lower than anywhere. The labourers, men and wo­
men, who cultivate the rize plantation::;, wo1k for twelve hours under a glow­
ing sun, mostly standing knee deep in foul water, earning scarcely IOd. (the 
women 7d.) per day. At Molinella, not far from Bologna, last year the wo­
men labourers obtained by a long strike a rise in wages up to 8d.; this year 
the employers reduced this to 7d. again; hence a new strike, and police and 
soldiers were fetched, about 500 persons, mostly women, were arrested and 
many sentenced to 60, 90, 100 days of prison. Their societies are dissolved, 
the co-operative shops closeJ, etc. Many have to dig roots for food. 

This is a single local instance of what occurs all over the country. No 
wonder that, in January, a cry for bread was rai::;ed throughout Italy and 
might be raisP.d again every moment when the inevitable rise in the price of 
bread-in consequence of the American war-will take place. For the gov­
ernment all this is but a signal for mad persecutions of Anar;:!hists and the 
trial comnienced at Ancona on April 2lst bids fair at excel most others in 
stupid barbarism. 

Siuce E. Malatesta, in 1897, returned to Italy after twelve years exile, he 
did his bekt to revive the Anarchist propaga11da and to make it profit from 
what had happened in the meantime in France, England, Holl'lnd, etc., 
namely the renewed interest of Anarcl1ists-as i11 the days of the old Inter­
national-for the economic struggle and their closer sympathy for anti-par­
liamentarian trade organisations. By his and many other comrades efforts 
Anarchism became a larger factor in public life than for some time past, 
and this was doue in a perfectly open and legal way that the government 
should have no pretext whatever for interfering. Yet this is what happened 
after all; a pretext was invented for his and others arrests-the Ancona bread 
i·iots, a repetition of the riots occuring at the same moment in fifty other 
Italian towns ! The efforts to connect them with these riots seem to have 
fallen through as they are now prosecuted as-an association of rnalfaltori 
(criminals), a ter'm usually applied to gangs of thieves or brigands. E. Ma­
latesta, Smorti, :E'elicioli, Pantichi, B<iiocchi, Petrosini, Bersaglia, Bdlavigna 
are tried as such a gang of malefactors, Malatesta besides for "instigation to 
commit crimes" and ''excitation of hatred." The accusation-according to 
the Agitazion.e-is based on articles published in that paper and some public 
lectures of Malatesta. · · 

This infamy brings forward a movement of protestation in all countries. 
TLe "Federazione Sucialista-Anarchica Romagnola" is leading it by an ap­
peal: "To the people of It.aly ! " (Imola, March 12); F. S. Merlino published 
an appeal : "To the free P1·es:;i ! "; the coat# (transported Anarchists) in the 
island of Ponz:t raised their voice in protest, and everywhere advanced so­
cieties and papers denounce this villainy. Of course, if the government suc­
ceeds at Anco1rn, the article 248 will be applied in numerous oth.3r trials ! 

In the same way comrades aud a.dvauc~d men in:many other countries is­
sued and signed protestations. 

In spite of all this the Agitazione comes out regularly. After the arrests 
in January, another editor was sent away to Bologna and prevented from 
returning; the following editor was also sent to his place of origine far away; 
th.e present editor cannot be found by the police, else he would share their 
fate. And during the trial a daily edition is being issued from which we shall 
next month reproduce Malatesta's interrog~iory and declarations and a re­
C'Jrd of the trial. 

.The jury at Casale Monfe.rrato have just acquitted 36 workmen of Massa 
Carrara tried on a similar charge and kept in prison for eighteen months 
before the trial. . M!l.latesta's case is to be tried and decided by the court, not 
by a jury. 

In France we are on the eve of the general election. One of the last acts 
of the decaying Chamber was rather a good joke-it decreed the placarding 
by authority of the Socialist deputy Rene Viviani's speech on th~ conclu­
sions of the Panama Inquiry Committee. Fancy a Socialist speech stuck 
up. by law, on white official p::iper, all over the big towus and in e\·er,r one.of 
the. tens of thousands of ·villages of the whole of France ! Such au official 
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recognition of Socialism never happened befor.e ! Alas, I saw that speech 
stuck up at Pa.ris and was probably almo~t the only reader of it-at least I 
saw. u?lwdy paying any attention to it; neit~er tht' w·1.rd So~ialism n~r any 
Socialist 'idea occurs in the whole lengthy sp~ech, winch mamly consists of 
kicking a ddad ass, the long forgotte~ public prosecutor Q ,1esnay dt' Beaure• 
paire, resuscitated in this curious faslnon. · -

Paris, so bright anJ beautiful in early spring, is disfigured now as if by a 
hideous illness with the names of candidates posted up everywhere with the 
obtrusiveness 

1

of impudent . beggars. Anybody of esthetic feelir.gs must b'e 
disgusted with parliamtmtarism by such sights · alone. And almost every 
electoral committee uses the name" Socialist," whether republican or radical 
or revolutionary or what not. · · 

The Temps Nouveaux reissued 0. Mirbeau's famous Strike of tlie Voters of 
1888; the Pere Peinard published another manifest•> Au Popu,lo I and Mala­
testa's p:i.mphlet, translated, En pe1·fode .;lectorale (At Election Time). . 

0 ,1 the exploits of the Socialist member~ of the last Chamber a very useful 
pamphlet, La Verite sur l' Union socialiste (published by the Allemanist party) 
gives historical inform:i.tion, an analyse of the votes of the:;ie "Soci~lists" on 
all important occasions etc. Another source of information on the anti-par­
liamentarian Trade-unionist movement and its history, is Les Syndicats en 
France, by Fernand Pdloutier (of the French L1bour Exchanges). 

Tbe decomposition of the political Social Democratic parties, which is so 
• advaDced in France, is beginning to be felt in Belgium wh~re the Indepen­

dent Socialists of the Bataille (N a.runr) ceaselessly expo:;ie the doing::i of the 
official Labour Party; a similar movement began at Vervier:;i, where it is in­
tended to resuscitate the old 1vlirabeau, one of the earliest organs of the old 
International, to mark ''the returning of Socialism to the traditions and 
principles of the International." Oi1 April 10 and H, a ~uccessful Congress 
was held at Liege, at which some 200 Sociali::it and Anarchist delegates of 
the whole of Belgium joii1tly took part. 

Comrade Moiueau, in prison-for twenty years-since 1892, has definitely 
refused to be nomiuatitd candidate at the Belgian elections; his letters on 
this subject (reprinted in th~ Temps J..Youveaux of April 16) show what stuff 
he is made of. 

In Holland also the anti:parliaruentarian members of the Socialisten Bond 
form iudep;c~nrlent groups now a11d F. Doruela N1enwenhuis edits their new 
organ De Vrije Socialist (Amsterdam, Dc.1.mrak, 100), issued twice a week. 

With deep, regret I record the death of R .. bert R~itzel (born 1848), editor 
of De1· Arme Tei~fel (The Poor Devil) of D~•ro\t, Mich., on April lst. He 
was too anarchist so to speak-to be labelled ~ 11 Anarchist of a defiuite 
school. Enough that he al ways stood up for freed.pm and all who were per­
secuted, and hi:s articles were by far the most delightful reading in the an­
archist press. It is expected that a s election of them will be reprinted. 
Many will remember the passionate intrepidity with which he defended the 
Chicago Anar!!hists up to the last and his speech on their grave . . In stormy 
times like thesie when some would ratl).er keep back, he would say in the face 
of all: "I am an Anarchist." In times of rel>.1.tive peace he would feel this 
denomination too narrow for his broad-minded aspirations of full enjoying 
of life, rebellion and freedom. 

At Kristiania, Norway, Anarkisten begins to he issued fortnightly. Alfre· 
do Mari, an old Italian eomradl! -publishes ll Risveglio at Sa.n PaulO, Brasil, 
where also the Portugese paper 0 Rebate shows sympathy and intereilt for 
Anarch~sm. New p11mphlets are A Eniile Zola, by Charlea Albert (Rrussels, 
reprinted from the Temps Nouveaux); a uew edition of tlie Canti Anarchici 
Rivoluzionari andlother pamphlets publishedlby the Question6 sociale of Pater· 
son, N. J., etc. 

DZ.C~ARATION OF PRINCIPLES. 

Every one may be a mem her of the Free Federation of Socialists who holds 
the following principles aud acts ~cc · ~rding. to them : . 

1.-That misery a.nd slavery exist rn society and must be got rid of. 
2.-Tbat the misery of the mai!ses and the privileged position of the few 

are the necessary consequence of existing economic conditions and of autho­
rity in all its forms. 

3.-That the essence of these .conditions consists in this, that the majority 
of the people, the working ?las1:1, prod.uces all the wealth, .wh!lst ~small. min­
ority the c11pitalist class, disposes of it and governs the d1stribut10n of riches. 

4.~Tlrnt the wage system-the subj~ction of the workers for a mere sub· 
sistence-is the basis of their intellectual impotence and of thei.r complete 
dependency. 

5.-That these exist becmse all means of production and distribution are 
in the hands of the governing min1>rity who hold them as a class and who 
can condemn the workers to complete slavery by the authority per::ionnified 
by the State. 

6.-That society is tending towards a thorough transformation of these 
conditions whicb will lead to a society based upon collective property and 
free associations. 

7.-That the proletariat produced by existing society cannot hope for 
any lasting amelioration, because every so-~alled. amelioration serves chiefly 
to maintain and therefore to strengthen this society. 

8.-That the struggle must be an economic one f1Jr the working-class and 
is therefore directed against every form of government, whether in its entir-. 
ety or in part; it is therefore a;ls~ direct~d ~ga.inst the conquP.st of political 
power which leads to st~te-soc1ahsm, wh1.ch .1s but. another form of slavery. · 

9.-That this revolnt1onary struggle 1s rntensifi"d by the fact that those 
in possP.ssion will yield none of their possessions and privileges. 

10.-That in this struggle the workers of all countries must feel them ... 
aelves to be united. 

[This declaration h>ls been drawn up ·by comrade Domela Nieuwenhui~ · 
and will be read with interest by all socialists.] 

Balance Sheet of the Commune Celebration. 

I:\COME. 

Ct'lleetion.. ... .. ... ... ... .. £2-5-8~. 
EXPEND ITU RE. 

Hall. ....................... £2. 2-0. 
Printing.................. 6-0. 
Postage and fares..... 2·2. 

2-10-2. 
2· .5·8f. 

Deficit 4·5!. 
We should be glau to receive' any amounts to help us m~et the above deficit. 
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IN · MEMORIAM. 

\On tM 4tb \of th,is mon.tb a y~a1-'~m have elapsed .since t?e cruel judiciid 
murder of Tomas Ascher.i, Antonio Nogues, Jose Molas, ~ms Mas aud Juan 
Alsina. 

, One can vividly recall the ·dismal procession ~eaded. by · cr~ppled N og.ues 
.and ending with the insane youth Mas. The pnests_, ~n cantrng hyp9cr1sy, 
accompany the dismal thronO" to the moat of MontJmch ; and to ·the tune 
of tb~ fusillade one can al~ost hear their chanting of prayers to a ''Lordi" 
whose doir1gs a.ie ~eldom jnstly attributed to righteo~sn~ss and· whos~ only 
power is terrorism. Suddenl_Y we are arot~~ed by t~e swgmg of revolutionary 
songs and shouts ·o_f ''Lou.g live ~narcby ! . emanatrng fr?m the fortress. "!e 
. are ·stirreJ by the impassioned cries of Alsma "We are rnnocent ! we a_re ·m­
nocent ! Assassins, assassins!;' We are moved to tears when mutilated 
;N ogue~ ,appeals to the untrained firing squad to "come nearer," ~o as to be 
more sure in their aim. Sttained as are our emotions at the var10us effects 

'of these scenes, the climax is .reached when the click of the triggers is heard 
. and, in one spontaneous uutburst,.they each scrnam out" Long live A~1arcbY. ! 
. as flashes of tire burst from the rifle barrels. The foul atmosphere m wh1~h 
they have been done to death seems vivified, and. we · feel compelled to 
overlook all the accusatioi.s they made under torture. · 

From the moat to the Castle'::> height the cry echoes forth across seas and • 
continents, and the peoples slowly learn that Nero's arena still e~ists for the 
pioneers of a free life, \V hose primary w01·k is the destruction of power. · 

It is true that the. fate of our Chicago friends was cruel, but that of our 
Spanish ;::or.qradeEj was truly ha1rowing. . 

It is true that not .one was so brilliant as Spies or Parsons, but th'eir 
'martyrdom w.a~ no less. 

It is the irony of fate that the nation which has given us the Chicago 
Martyrs should be at war with .the state that so miuurely foll .owed in the 
same footsteps by giving· us the .Montjuich l\fartyrs. The latter, however, 
was ehar;,cterisE'd by an intense brutality wort hy of the worst traits of 
Spanii:;h barbarism. There may have been a higher consciGusness with our 
Chicago comrades, but no higher sacrifice. · The thousands of Cuban patriots 
of Adolfo Rodriguez' type, were no less martyrs than their Pbillippine com­
panions Dr. Rizal and Gabino Cortez, th (.mgh the la t t er ·· may have been 
more Ci:ipable of giviug intelligible expression to their emotions .. 

The natural penalty now overhangs official Spain. The people of .America. 
have, as one mau, induced their government to volunteer for the i.nsurgen ts' 
camp. A nation that places its destiny in the hands of such brute beasts as 
.Canovas del Oa:>tillo, Geueral Weyler, N arcisso Portas, Enrique Marzo, 
,;Bonito Cerrercs and Captain Lassa, a s1 ate - whose ethics are practised in 
Montjuich, a people .that place priestcraft high above righteousness, butchery 
above sacrifice, militarism above ci.vil life, is in a state of moral ba'nkruptcy 
and briugs upon ,itself the doom that .apparently awaits her. Sbe has rob-· 
bed rac<-s of their souls aud then starved their bodies. · She has turned con­
tinents ·into cem eteries and then "shed her last drop o.f 'pure ' blood" to 
ma1i1 tain the Spanish flag over these ravaged lands . . 

Now she is left alone, as all brutes alld liars must inevitably be . . 
, Fearful at her own shadow, she sees her barbarnus r ecord rise before her 
as ill a mghtma1E, and the best souls of Europe are glad that the end of 
Spain of the I1.;quisition ·is iJ? sig~t. The n am~s of Aseheri, Nogue.s, Molas, 
M as ard Alsma seem to 1llurn111ate the bonzon with the knowledge that 
their snfferi11gs have contributed so much to this eud. JOSEPH PERRY. 

THE PROPAGANDA·. 

LiVJJJRPOqL. 

F or the last .few months the Liyerpool Group has been in a bad way : little 
propagand a berng done, no funds rn hand an<l ·iew members. In Liverpool is -to 
hc ,fo m1d the great(:)~t apathy.in, this apathetic World, yet by continuous strucrale 
t_he JuHnchis'ts anJ their frie:1ds the Social-Democrats succeed in keeping tl1~ir 
lieads ab?ve wate:-. ~t one t:me strong, at another time weak, they have never 
been entirely extrngmshed, for at unexpect,ed moments they have been able to 
sho'.v ~ front "':Hich has. often, ~u~·prisecl a~1cl i.myressed our commo:1 .enemy ~ att , 
Bowe1, .the clue~ of police. Ilus noted mdiv1dual has made vanous attempts 
at denyrng the I. L. ~., S. D. F., and the .Anarchist Group freedom of speech, 
and although he seems to have succeeded with the 1. L. P., he cannot claim a 
victo1'y over the Social-Democrats and Anarchists. ·· Lately he waaecl \var auainst 
the eosters, :-mt when the S. D. F. began to agitate and organise them he. b~came 
extremely krnd-hearted and condescended to allow these poorer class workers to 
earn an honest living. . How humane and charitable are the watch clogs of Law 
and order. . . · 

We had Barton from Manchester and Leviston down to speak for us, a few 
sundays ago, when weJrnd two very good meetings. ·' Since then the outlook h as 
been mor~ hopeful and there is a. possibility that before many weeks ·we will 
l1ave regarned the ground we have lost. W. ANDERSON. · 

NORWIOH. 

Once again we liave made ~ .~tart her~ with a better pros.pect of success than 
ever. A. re-.,~ w1eek~ ago the 1. L. P. gave up their premises .to take 01i 'larger and 
more expensive ones. 1:'he comrades then thought ·this was a fine opportunity 
t~ have a })lace t~ me~t rn themse~ves, so the place left empty bY, the above nam­
ea body was ~p~~1ec) for an:l ob~~i1~ <:" d. We have ~nade a club of th~ , new P.lace 
an~. na1~1ed it Liberty Club, with a• member~h1_p at pi'.esent of about twenty 
fom,,11a1f of · ,~hom were members .of the old Socialist League. · The taking over . 
th e new prernisss cost a good b1t of money, aud this was forthc o'rniuo- even 
b~y.ol)d expectations, : which rdlects credit on the members cousiderin.;' how 
most of them were affected by last year'& strike and s<. me of them hav~ only 
just commenced work again. . . 

,yv e commenced proptiganda work by celebrating the .Paris Cornmune, and 0for 
th1~ we had comrade Perry down to speak for us. · We approached th~ local 
bothes of the I. L. P. and S. D. F. to co-operate with us but both declined to 
d~ so. On ~he S~tur.d~y ~veni~1g w~ ' Imel ~ s?cial gathering .of comrades aud 
fn~i1<.ls, and it was at thrn -gatherrng tliat somet:h:ing occured which made it look 
as if all our mo.ney and laLor ha~ beei1 expended in vain and that we were in a 
sure way of losrng our _new meetm~ place in_ one night. ·It was then about 11,30 
p. m. ·whe11 .we were 111ter~·~1p,ted ui the midst of the. harmony by the appr.ar­
a~JCe of~ ~oh~eman . . It was a~ once thought that a raid was being made OH the 
ciub. '.Llns d1d i1ot alarm the cdmrades, as we had nothing to fear. But a dif­
~~~ r.e ut face .~as put upo~1 the matter wh~n the constable quietly aud courteously 
lll tor:i:i1ed us that .a seno~s. :fire was ragmg n~xt door, and asked us to clear out 
as qmckly as poss1blP. 1~ns was done and it was at once found that his words 
were ~~o true,_ as O)l reaching the street the shop that is next door to our place 
was hteraJly m flames, and at twelve o'dock ()Ur pla,ce.looked doomed. But at 
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length the effor~s ~f .tP,e .:fire b:ig~d.E:l pad its effect, prn fir~ gpt under control an<f 
much to our surpnse and dehght,,our place was .. saved. - · • -

Perry addressed t\~O r~ther poorly attended meeting.s in the Market _Place on 
Sunday, which consiclermg we ~ad not held _one fo~· eighteen mop.ths ~s not _to 
be wondered at. In the evening he lE;ct~red m our room on '.' ').'ortures 111 Spain, 
Cuba and Philippine Islands." We intend having speakers at regular intervals­
and fo do the rest with literature, John Turner i~ our next 

1
speaker: A.. B. 

;,.,..,,,.,.,.,.p.,/'••;'"'"°/""•/,.•,;/••;/'••;/'•.,,;,•.,,;P•.,/.IP•.,/"'•11rv, ..... /l'•.,/l!"•,;/••~/'••;r,.,;l'••'""""~1 

FREE!DOM· PAMPHLETS. 
No. L THE WAGE SYSTEM. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. Id. 

No. · 2. THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. BY PETER }\.RoroTKINE. Id . 

No. 3. A TALK ABOUT ANARCHIST-COMlViUNISM BETWEEN TWO' 
WORKERS. BY E. MALATESTA. ld.-

N o. 4. ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM: ITS BASIS AND PRINCIPLES. BY 
PE'I'ER KROPOT~INE. ld . 

No. 5. AN A~CHY. BY E. MALATESTA. , Id . 

No: ·6. AN A;RCHIST ·MOR-ALITY. BY PETER K:RoPOTKINE. Id. 

No. 7., .EXPROPRIATION. BY PETE.R KROPOTK~NE. Id. 

No. -s. AN A.RCHISM AND :ouTRAGE. BY ·c. M. WILsoN ~d. 

No. 9. AN ARUHY ON TRI4L-George Etievant, Jean Grave aud 
Caserio Santo. 32 pages; ld. 

No. io .. ANARCHISlY[ : 'ITs PHILOSOPHY .AND IDEAL. Id. ' 

0-theP Pall1l.phlle-ts. 

LAW AND AUTHORITY. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. · 2d. 

EVOLUTION .AND REVOLUTiON. BY ELYSEE RECLUS . Id. 

AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. Id. 

THE ·uBICAGO MARTYRS. Their speeches iu Conrt and the record of 
th·eir trial, with the reasous given by Governor Al tg~l~ .for pardo?­
ing Fielden, Schwab, aud Neebe; price sixpeuce. Spies speech m 
pamphlet form, l d. 

GOD AND THE STATE. BY MICHAEL BA~OUNINE. Price fourp~n~e. 

AN ANARCHIST ON ANARCHY. BY ELYS.1£E R ECLUS. Id. 

THE· TABLES TURNED; OR, NuPKINS AWAKENED. A Socialist 
interlude. By WILLIAM MoRms. ls. each. 

(Only a few of these original copies left.) 

THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. By WILLIAM MORRIS, E·. BELFOR'l! 

BAX and VICTOR DAVE. 2d. 
THE IDEAL .AND YOUTH. BY ELYSEE RECLUS. ld. 

REVOLUTIONARY STUDIES. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. ld . 
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT . . BY PETER K.ROPOT'KINE. Id. 

SOCIAL DEMOCRACY IN GERMANY. By GUST.AV LANDAUER. id. 
MONOPOLY ; oR, How LABOR IS RoBBED. By WILLIAM .J\foRRIS. ld .. 
USEFUL WORK VE~US US,ELJi13S TOIL. BY WILLIAM MOR1US. ld. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIE DE l' ANARCRIIE p~r ·JY.L N ·ETTLAU. Prof.'\.ca <l 1 EILSEE R'EcLusi 
Brussels, 51 me des Ep~ronniers, I897 ; 294 pp. 5 f;ancs; post 
free for 4 shillin gs prepaid. 

S~ECI.A.L NOTICE .. 

·In f id·w·e we rnii~t 1·eqnest tliat 'all orders for pctmphlets be ct;ccO,mpaniecl 
with ca.sh. We ewe compelled to adhe1·e to this cts ice need funds fo1'". 
reprinting . . 

MONTHLY ACKNOWL1mGI'vIENTS. 

Donations Publication Fund. _:Net. 1 s., Ed wards 2s., "Lear 2s., Miss R. £1, 
E. D. 2/6, Perry ·ls. 

Anniial Hubscripti'ons.-Rnbens l ,'6, Swartz 1(6. 

FREEDOM Guarantee Fund .. -A. M. 5s., A.. 1\'.I. L. ls., J. Perry 2s., Muller ls.,. 
C. M. W. £ 1., Henry \V. N evinsor, 2s. 

Sales of FREED;M.-Delorm~ 5/8, Swenson 1/4, Edwards 1/6, .Reeves 1/10, Norwich, 
3s.,_ Canning Town ,2/8, Cantwr.~l 2s., ,J.,iverpool 3s., Warner 6.s., Bart'on 1/6, 
Rud~rman 7/8, Wess 2/10, Edith G. B. 1/6, .N'ewsagents 2s., Office ls. 

Sales of FREEDOM Pamphlets'. -Eclitl~ G. B. 6d. , i\faggie Sinnett 2/8, Rigging~ 
bottom 5cl. · 

'• 
yV ~ v W ii'7 v;~_v_Y-~9_'9_~ v ~'do/_V w ~ ~ w WW WA~L,:{::: :R:~~:G• . 

I 

Cosmop9li.tan IN 'ALL LA1'GUAG !fS 

AT MOpAR.~TE PRICES 

F. HENNEGHJEN ----

1 127, Ossulston Street; (Euston Road) p rinl'ery ____;;. 
I' T.O NDON, N. w. . 

,&. & ' A'\ Af> t* £' A> ff>£': M:, m 19 ft•") ?h ~ M, .:t' et+ ft fl! - ~ * dh f': ll d ttt 9 (') 1ift ·e «+ e, ft A ,A, 
• • . . I • I ~ • . • ' 

"FREEDOM" ·oAN BE ·OBTAIN'ED AT ·: . . , · 

London, Otto Matthias, 20 Little Pnltl:iey Sbreet" · Ward0~r Street, .. w.,. 
Heigelstein, 39 Charlotte Street, Fitzroy Square. · 
.)( A.. Jones, 9 Li~t]e , Qnee~1 = S~reet; Holborn, W. C.' · 1 • ' 

W. Reeves, 185 Fleet Street, E. C. · 
B. Ruderman, 71 Hanb1n-y Street, Spitalfields, E. 

Sheffield E. Delorme, 54 Daniel Hill, Upperthorpe. 
Glasgow: W. ·ndr, 9 ·C~rfin Street, G~v~nhilL 
Manchester, J. Welsh, 37 Rit!'g Str~et, Ardwicl~. 
:Ne:w';Y-6rk, A,. Levin,. 340 · Ch~rry Street, }!.· ~· !'-· 


