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The DREYFUS AFFAIR and the GENERAL STRIKE. 
--0--· 

'l'he agitation which has taken plac© in · France upon the 
Dreyfus affair is most instructive under more aspects than one. 
'The commonplace, narrow-minded British politician sees in it 
only a new proof of "French levity, inconsistency and disso­
luteness.' But the reality is, that Prance has simply offered to 
the wo,rld an immense object lesaion in discrediting all the 
present-day institutiom;. . . 

This process of demolition must be gone -through befo r e a 
:new growth in a Communist direction m<.ty make iLs appearC:Lnce; 
:because, so long as people continr10 to beheve in th e hon3sty of 
parliaments, in the virtues of those who embr~ce a military 
,career; 01~ i11. the high mission of the priesthood, and the hke, 
-there is no hope of e\rer making a new start in tht:: right 
direction. 11he << cohventional lies" of civilised mankind must 
be got rid of j and France, for the last few years, ha.s d one her 
best to perform that t ask. 

When the Pana.ma scandal broke out, a polit.ician of geeat 
foresight remarked: a Npw, we slrn.ll see a .t earing to pieces of 
;the financial world j but after it will come tilie army; and after 
.that the dergy." So fa r, his prediction has been correct. 

The Panama scandal has opened the eyes of the multitude to 
.the ·inner springs and working of those formidable secret soci­
,eties of powerfully organised robbers which plunder mankind 
_under the shield of great financial companies. It has shown 
how, in order to r aise a capital of, let us say, ten million pounds 
which will be spent on the real work of the company-a rail way, 
a, canal, or whatsoe·1er it may be-another .five million pounds 
are scraped simply for enabling the Hooleys to get influential 
)lames o.n their promoters' lists j to make immense 'fortunes for 
,the promoters and the '<capital scrapers;" and to , interest 
the great bankers, by fabnlous sums of money, simply that 
f,hey may not oppose this special form of roubery. It has shown 
how voices of members of parliament are bought,-in France 
by paying them so much apiece (this is, of course, the infancy 
of the art), and el rnwhere by placing them as chairmen, dir.ectors 
.and the like. It has shown how, usually, a very small pa1·t 
only of the money fil ched from the public goes for the real con­
'.struction of 1he canal, or the railway, or the gas and water 
works, the great bulk going to the promoters, the press, the 
rulers and other dish-lickers; and how, at last, the ratepayers 
.or the consum ers are made to pay, with immense interest, 
all the money that went for the buying-up of the .capitalists, 
the press, tbe rulers and the dish-1ickers. 

No S _ocialis,t has ever given sn ch ;:i, splendid o hject lesson to 
.so large :m audience. Of course, we have been told 1n this 
country, that such things can only happen in foolish France; 
.but then dear Hooley came to tell Englishmen that everywhere 
it is the same; only in France, owing to the acuteness of the 
.strife between par ties, the mud has been stirred a little deeper 
;than elsewhere. 

Then came tbe army. Nowhere in the world had the army 
been placed so high as in France after the crnshng defeat of 
1870. It was proclaimed to be even more unimpeachable than 
the Pope himself. One could criticise the Pope, but no one 
,dared to touch the army . 

Now, there it is, this famous army, in thA mud! Sunk :in it 
even deeper than the finan~ial wo rld or the parliament. It is 
.not General Mercitr or General Boisdeffre wbo has lost his 
reputation in this "scandal.;' It js the rnilita~-y profession 
a ltogether which has lost its prestigA. More :is said 111 l11rance 
in conversatirm than is printed in the papers, and it is said 
that, whatsoever Dreyfus ~rniy or mny not have done, it was 
the <;;1x-cornrnander of the Gener al St.df himsel1 who used to sell 
the secret documents, aud tbat all the hi~ber commands of the 
army are filled by a simil:i.r lot of scound1~els. 

In 1870, it ,,;ras a marshal, Bazaine, whn solll :NI etz to the 
.enemy. Later on, it was a .Minister nf Wal' from whom tLe 
.secrets were stolen through the intermediary of his friend-a 

baroness-adventuress . . Now) it is t.lie Chief of the General Staff, 
and the Staff as a body, who have lost the confidence of the 
soldiers. 

As is usually the case, the indirect consE: quences of this affair 
are even far more irn{Jortant tlum the direct ones. Several 
months ago, when our Paris colleagce, the Temps Nouveaux. 
denounced all the Anti-Dreyfosite, Anti-Semitic and General 
Staff canip a,s a vast ,conspiracy to put France under the rule of 
a Cmsar j a conspiracy which has been carried on without inter· 
ruption since the Boulanger agitation, this view was described 
as exaggernted even by some of our friends. . 

Now, events have shown how serious was that league of Mon· 
archists with the Cmsarian, dictatorial Republicans. And the 
workers of Paris, the moment they recognised that danger, 
have shown with what a splendid revolution they would meet 
sud1 an attempt. All the Bnglish papers have been far below 
the m«trk in their reports, failing to convey the real character 0£ 
the demonstration which took place the day of the Longchamps 
races. The fact is, it was a full mobilisation of the revolu-­
tionary forces of Paris. 

The A.narchi~t claily, the Journal clu Peuple) had three 
small-type columns filled with snch n,ppeals as these-: '·To the 
Revolutionary Socialists of such a district/' or '~To such Trade 
Unions;" <<To-morrow) all to be at half-past two at the con· 
vened pbce of meeting." Or) '<To the Anarchists: All at the 
convened spot, two o'clock. Watch word: <Down with the 
clergy!'" And so on.. And over a hundred thousand revolu· 
tionists of all camps: Blanquists, Socialists, Anarchists, armed 
with good sticks, marched in one co lumn, singing << ThA Inter .. 
national," the ''Ca ira I" and the << Carmagnole," and ready 
to engage in a fight with the Mona.rch1sts and Dictatorialists. 

At the present time the great preoccupation of the ruling 
classes is, On the one Ride, how to 'Prevent the inquiry going 
still deeper in to the doings of the General Staff j and, on the 
other side, what to do if tile general strike b1:eaks out this sum ... 
mer at Paris. 

Yes, the general strike ! Because, whiist all this Dreyfus 
agitation was going on, · the great agitation for the general 
strike has n ever been suspended ; it has taken root; the strike · 
js spoken nf everywhere j and at the present time the ruJing 
classes of B'n1nce are even more anxious to know what is to be 
done in case of a general strike, tha.n to discover how to pass a. 
sp onge over the mi~deeds of t.he General Staff. 

English workers must have been very much astonished to 
· learn that a Socialist leader, who belongs to the Socialist party 
of the Prench parliament, has been asked to join the Ministry, 
and has been given the post of Minister oflndustry. The hid ... 
den motive of this unexpecte.d step isj however, very plain. It 
is to bribe the Socialists, in the hope that they will do their 
best to oppose the general strike which is being openly spoken 
of in the workshops cf Paris. But the parlia,men tary Sociar­
ists have already done their best to oppose that strike, and 
were powerless. That strike is not their invention, and they 
fear it even more than the Ita lian Socialist deputies feared the 
popular uprising at Milan. It is an idea which started spon~ 
taneoudy and has s1owly grown up for the past five years in the 
minds of the workers who do not trust the s ~lCialist tlep11tieS 
more than thry trust deputi.es of any other descripticrn. And 

· the pres.ence of M. Miller an a in a Ministl'_y, by tbe side of that 
wild beast, Galliffet, will certainly not increase their confidence~ 
It gives, of co Luse, the measure of how far a p::t:;_-] ia111entary 
Sucialist will go in -his co1uprninises; l·ut l:he Paris workers 

·h ave not fnrgotten 1\rbo the cx-lmpe1·i~ list, n ow Od.:an ist,. 
)iln rq uis Galli.ffct, is. . 

Thc·y kn ri w ( 811 glish correspondents als') t · ·ld it in 18 / U, r 

that he w::i,s the man who, after the ckfen.r, ot' tbG Pari.:; Cu:nn1,w, 
would en 11 out of a· colur.nn of prisouers (workers) al I thu g-r0: -
haired 111 en ; aud when eltven hund,-l' ecl of them were th1.s 
pieked out he would orde1' them to be shot on the spot, i'n the 
street, s:iying, u You have seen 1~48, I ~now you, rebels wh > 
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fnsu l ted the Ern.pire. Now be shot." And the quick-firing 
guns mowed them down:' in a heap.') · 

By accepting a position in a Ministry with that horrid ?east, 
Gallifet) M. Millerand has certainly done more to discredit the 
p.arliamentary Socialists in France tLan Hen~y ~a~ done _to 
discredit the General Staff-but the general str1ke is m the air, 
and it will. not be M. Millerand who will prevent it from break­
ing out) if the workers see the necessity of adopting it. 

As t') Galliffet, let him on1y" ky the coup d'etat which he 
dreams of. Methinks it will be the signal for the Revolution. 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

Italy: 
Pietro Acciarito, aged 24, an iron-worker of Artena, with relatives 

in Rome, being out of einpl0yment in April 1897, went to that .city in 
the hope of finding work and, what work means to the .proletariat, food. 
'l'here are starving people in Rome as in London. Barely an hour be­
fore these notes were penned, the writer sa.vv an old man grab a mud­
covered crust from the gutter in one of London's best-known streets and 
tear at it with his teeth regardless of its coating of filth. "You are 
hungry?" Hungq eyes ti..1rned on the ::;peaker. "I aiut had no food 
for two clear clays and mn.ny a day afore-I'm too old to gbt work, you 
see; and I aint goin' into the work' us-that's all there is to i~." And 
on he hurried. as though some workhouse master were at his heels, like 
a policeman after an unmuzzled dog. As that stal'ving man stooped to 
the gutter for that mud-soaked crust, dropped it may be from the jaws 
of some passing cur, eve17 house in that street had its goodly mid-day 
meal on the table. But when men grow old they compromise with 
fate. 

To demand meat and eh-ink as a natural i·ight, ·and to take both 
by force when the law says, "Stc(,rve if yon ?n1,i,st, but /01· God's salce be 
decent" (it being beneath authoritarian consideration that compulsory 
hunger in a land teeming with food forbids decency )-ah no ! better 
to creep into a corner and die quietly. But when we are young and 
excitabl.e, as was Accianto, svith good reel blood coursi11g tbrnugh bl'ain 
and heart, with a body that would be full of vigour if only the1·e was 

'food en<rng·h inside it-then it hurts to be linllgry while others arn not 
only \Yell fed, but overfed . Lean men <1.re daDgei·oui,;, says Slrnkespeare. 
And ::;o one day when Pietro had striven to get work and failed, the 
sense of injustice, which is as a consuming fire to some, burnt so hotly 
·within him, that he went home and shn.rpened ii, knife. · Like Luccheni 
later, he had ;-i,l::;o made it himself. One wonders what a man's thoughts 
are HS he shapes and whets a blade that be intend.:> shall pierce a. 
brea::;t th;tt never felt the pang of hunger and the lightheadedness that 
goes with it., 01· the sting of injustice such as that which is turning him 
from :1 civilised (decent) being back to primeval (indecent) man. 

It happened that on April 22nd King Humbert, with his aide-de­
camp, General Vaglia, drove out to the Capannelle racecourse to see the 
lt:ili,1n Ded1y run. A~ the carriage pas,.;ed St. John's, Gate, Acciarito, 
now ~rimeval man (though withqut the right of p1-imeval man to chnse 
and l'lay some fo111·-footed beast to ::i.ppease hi~ hunger), dashed at the 
royal c:u ri:1ge and strnck at the King with his homernacle dagger" Its 
poiut pierced Humbe1·t's tunic a.11d ~ank into the cushion behind. For 
the i,;econd time (the first attempt 011 his pe1·son hn.ving been m;tde in 
1878) the King was unharmed ; he drove on to the races, nnd A.cci:irito, 
seized by soldiel'.:> aud police, was escorted to prison. Closely qnestioued, 
he repea.tedly cleclarnd he hnd been driven to the act by hunge1., that 
he had no accomplices, and knew of no organised plot. Three of his 
fello\v-workmen, however, were arrested; but from want of evidence, 
Acciarito persisting in his declaration that he acted on his sole initia­
tive, they were released, and the at.tempt was looked upon as the 
spoutaneons act of a hungry man out of employment. Ten thousand 
congratulatory telegram~ poured in upon the King, and Acciarito was 
sentenced to a long tenn of penal servitude. Then came silence; the 
pri::;on cloo1·s closed, the world went round, and men forgot. 

A newspapel' sto1·y, which probably few who read believed, shed the 
first ray of light some months since. The story was that a jonrnalist had 
contrived to gain admittance to Acciarito's prison and to take a look at 
him through the cell grating. What he saw when his eyes becnme 
accustomed to the gloom was the figure of a man chained to the wall, 
with an ashen face and eyes th;i.t had the vncant stare of idiocy, his 
whole "::;.tJeCt confirming an irnp1e::ssio11 that seem::; even then to have 
got abroad, that the pl'isonner was being systematically starved and ill­
treated at the instigation of the police, in order to extort a confession 
pointing to an orga.nised Anal'Chist plot. And n.t length a socalled 
''confesi:.ion" was Wl'ung from the tortured man. How? Two years of 
solita1-y confinement, of semi-starvation and brntality at the hands of 
the prison-officials,. we1·e borne in silence; when he spoke it was through 
.the medium of a police stratagem so infamous that it is impossible to · 
find words strong enongh to denounce either it ur its dastardly 
authol's. 

To be brief, stringency having failed, a spy wa.s placed in the cell 
adjoining Acciarito's; pretending to be an Anarchist, this scoundrel 
wormed himself into the prisoner's confidence, finally succeeding in in­
ducing him to name his supposed accomplice~. These, the men who had 
been anested with him two years before, w~1·e now re-arre~ted and their 
trial began la:st month, Acciarito being confronted with them and the 
spy who had gaiued his confidence. 'l'here was a great muster of police, 
we are told, ~nd tlie public took intense interest in the p1oceedings. 

May that interest and the story that roused it, bear fruit, not in Italy 
alone but in everv land whose citizens are taxed for the maintenance 
of J·ustice and a body of secret police. Acciarito galvanised back to 
1if e and reason by his wrongs, electrified the court by his passionate _elo­
quence. He told how first he was imprisonned in a dark cell, deprived 
of air and even of actual necessities; given water foul with worms to 
drink, and putrid food to eat. When this treatment seemed_ about to 
deprive him of reason, it was relaxed, an~ he was prom1s_ed a free 
pardon if he would "confess." But he resisted all temptat10ns, and 
it was only when the director of the prison gave him a letter forged by 
the :fiendish iugenujty of the police, purporting to come from the woman 
he loved, telling him of her sufferings and his child's illness-only then 
was it that this long-tried man's loyalty and fortitude gave way .. ~f _he 
told the truth (and men who suffered to1-ture under the ~nqms1t10n 
were known always to lie or tell more than the truth), even if he told 
the truth his is not the blame. Let that and the infamy of it rest on 
the police, the forgers of the appeal that turned this man's _will t? water 
and led him to break the silence of months passed amid pam and 
ternptntion. · 

" If you were free how happy we would be," ran the portion of the 
letter that wruno- forth Acciarito's "confession." "In the morning 
you would be the flrst to kiss our son on his pure forehead, and · in the 
evening when you came from work he would run to your knee. On 
Sunday we would all go to the country. But, on the contrary; we are 
in mournino- and misery-I a ~vidow and he an orphan. Sometimes I 
am nearly c~·azy to thir;k that I may even lose this jewel of our love, as 
he is thin and ill, and I have no money for a doctor and medicines." 

The mflan way, admits a reactionist paper, in which the confession 
was exto1-tecl, has aroused a strong feeling everywhere. vVe learn thatr 
on the 2nd inst., the trial of the alleged conspirators collapsed and 
had to be postponed to the autumn. The defence demanded a 
phrenologicn.l exc.tm ination of the accuse~, and this. being ref use~l by 
the Comt, the various lawyers representing the prisoners, oul' friend 
Merlino amongst them, left the scene in a body. The judge called upon 
other counsel to defend the prisoners; but when they appeared, to their 
honor bH it said, one of them, Signor Palomba., delivP.red an eloquent 
speech in which he affirmed that knowing ~bsolute]y nothing of the case, 
he ''could 110t condnct the affair without having it on his conscience that 
he had i11j 111·ed the nccused." So the trial has been postponed, and we 
yet trnst to hear that Italian police infamy will receive jts due reward, 
in the exec1·ation of tlie multitude ~incl the failure of its schemes. 

P1·eedom walks on neut1·al ground, turning neither to the right or 
left of personal abnse Ol' prnise of a militant attitude, but simply points 
out pl<1,in facts to plain people. But sometimes w.hen plain _people take 
to tbinkino- over plain facts the results are not to say, curious. John 
Ball, vVat Tylel', Martin Luther, Cromwell and his Roundheads, these 
and others that crowd the memory, were plain people. And so we be­
lieve that 0110 da:v a few more such will set to thinking quietly over 
plain facts of this l;ind: and reach the conclusion _that police ethi?s ~nd 
police sway have lasted long enough ai:d may be i~proved qut of exist­
ence with the sociul system that, has given them bn·th. 

Comrades who knew young Carlo Siles when in England, will regret 
to learn of his death in prison. The report is not confirmed, but the 
probitbilities are that, poorly fed and confined in an. unhea.l~hy jail, be 
has succumbed to some disease contracted through this cornbmed agency. 
He has been imprisoned since last September, when he was arrested 
for distributirw a revolutionary manifesto in Milan, n.ncl crying 
out "Lono· liee Anarchy!" when he felt the hands of the police 

' b . 
on his shoulder. 1'he$e worthy gentlemen were hissed all the way to-
the st::i,tion, stones th1·own at them, and one gendarme was slig~tly in­
jured; pos~ibly Siles' treatment in pr.ison may hu.ve been more rigo1·ous 
in consequence of the sympatby shown at his arrest, and that his death 
is the com;equence of such tre1ttmeut. The autho1·ities at MiLm are 
not likely to be any mo1·e merciful or just than those in Bm~1e, a.nd one 
dead Anarchist in their dulled estimation means one Anarchist the le::;s, 

Much,-were there space, could be said on the present unrest in Italy. 
The country, instead of quieting down, is like its own Vesnvius, smok­
ina ·with discontent· and bitterne~s. There have been free fights in the 
pa~founent owing to the government's determination to pass the Public 
Safety Bill, special clauses of which give the authorities power to p1·0-
hibit public meetings and assemblie::s, to dissolve any as~ociation whose· 
aim is ·a change in· the social conditions or institutions, and the preven­
tion of combination for strike purposes of any three or more agents of 
the railway, postal, telegraph, gas or electric light services, whil"t the 
press is to be more gagged than ever. Ho:vever, all this r~pr~ssio.n by 
panic-stricken Con~inental governments \v1ll only clet~r~me sufferers 
under it to to rebel the more acutely, and foster a sp1nt of brother­
hood and solidarity among the nations such as the age of man has never 
yet felt or seen. 

Belgium.: 
The fate of the new Electoral H.eform Bill for proportional represen­

tation, which the king and his ministers recently attempted· to thrust 
upon the countr-y, seems to be decided. A strong and u.nited rev~lu­
tional'y Sociali::st party which has won the confidence of the nat10n1 

appears likely to carry everything before it, its attitude being so unmis~ 
tak8. ably determined tha.t, the cold, imp:1,::;:;ive, unloved, n,nd unrespected 
kina knows he must yiefrl to the dem:tuds of the people or face open 
rev~lution and the loss of his throne. For it is not only Brussels but 

. all Belgium which is crymg "Down with the Cle1·ical Pal'ty ! down wit_h 
the Ministry! Vive la Republique !" The Burgomasters of Ghent, Ant· 
werp, and Liege n~ well as Brnssels, stated p.la.inly to Leopold that if 
the Bill was not withdrawn they could no longer be responsible for the 
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maintenance of order in their respective cities. Belgium-Flanders as 
it was 300 years ago-had under the banner of William of Orange the 
same opportunity as the Netherlands to throw off not alone the Spanish 
but the Papal yoke; however, it saw good to secede from the union of 
independent states for which William the Silent was then striving, 
and like Spain, to this day has remained in Papal swaddling-clothes. 
The sense of strength and solidarity that Democracy develops in men, 
is not, happily, to be kept within the narrow confines of priestly bands; 
Belgium is waking up to some purpose, and with Spain and Italy 
begins to think it has had enough of Clerical Parties. The feeling has 
.even permeated the drilled ranks of the Civic Guard. At Liege one 
morning after parade, 250 of the men went to the Socialist Club, carry­
ing their arms r eversed as a sign of capitulation, and singing, and later 
made speeches to the crowd; one guard saying that the cry used to be, 
Fm· King cmd Gount1·y I but that if the king did not do his duty, the 
cry would change to-Po1· ou1· Gount1·y I These incidents show how 
d.eeply the spirit of the Belgian people is stirred and the determination 
that exist::> to have univer8al suffrage at all haza.rds. Even if the riots 
were only over a question of votes, since the Belgians believe in votes 
it is better to fight for them than to lie quiescent under reactionary 
rule. So far one death has resulted from the street scrimmages; but 
with the exception of broken heads and windo\x..·s, and in spite of ball 
cartridges being used by the police, no material damage seems to have 
been done either side. One barricade was raised in Brussels, but the 
popular demonstmtions have been sufficient to overawe Leopold· and his 
Ministers ~md to force them to reconsider their Bill. 'Conciliation being 
thus mooted popular feeling subsided instimtly, and now we have a 
truce whilst a committee, in which all parties will be represented, is 
-forming to discu.ss joint electoral. proposals. July 11 th is the elate fixed 
for the final decision of the government in t he ID<ltter, and if th e Bill is 
not withdn1wn the w01.·kers of M:on~ intend to declare a general strike 
in their district, an example likely to be followed throughout Belgium. 
The active mernbe1 s of th e revolutionary party are also said to be col­
lecting arms a.nd ammunition, so that Leopold will have a bad qua,rter 
of an ham· if he refuses to surrender unconditionally. 

The success of th~ Belgian Socialists has startled every reactionary 
government in :Europe. In Austria, Spain and Ita.ly, every nerve is 
being stt<ined to prevent even a transitory revolution~iry movement 
from coming to a head. In Italy stringent instl'Uctions have been 
issued to maintain order at cdl costs,· telegrams are closely watched, and 
the very hour the parliamentary session was closed by order of the 
.executive, the latter "went for" the Socialist Deputies who had dis­
turbed the serenity of the Italian Cha.mber. Some managed to get 
away, but oth~rs with finer courage faced the situati0n. Andrea Costa, 
leader of 1e Socialists, was immediately arrested for a former political 
.condemnation, which he had escaped by being elected Deputy, and sent 
fo Bologna, betweei.1 two Carabineers like a crimin·al, to serve hi EJ sen­
tence. we fear it is too good news to be true, but the story goes that 
·there is a growing feeling of discontent in the army, thousands of sol­
diers being secretly on the side of the people. 

Our comrade Guerrineau has been expelled from Belgium. 

"Spain: . 
The riots which broke out lat ely in different parts of Spain were non­

political and due· to the new taxes imposed on the unhappy people 
-taxes to pay the salaries of hundreds of ,useless officials and the main­
·tenance of a now useless army and navy. At Alicante the ever-graceless 
""mob" set the Octroi offices on fire; at SR-ragossa it pillaged the building 
.of the Oou_nci l General, threw stones at the gen~lnrmes and wounded a 
_general; at VaJencia the Captain-general fill ed the streets with troops 
and held the artillery in readiness ; b1Lrricades were thrown up, around 
wi1ich severe fighting took place, many persons being wounded and one 
unfortunate shop- assistant killed by a M,1 user builet which pierced 
.a closed door; then came the turn of the p1·ie.sts, one at least of these 
peace-loving wo1·thies using a revolver against the people; the arrival 
.of soldiers alone prevented the House of the Jesuits from being burnt 
.down; the genclarmery barracks were finally attacked and one of its 
officers given a sore head; an enormous number of al'I'ests haYe since 
been made. At Bardalona there was hot fighting, over 30 persons 
:being injured, some fatally. 

At Barcelona the crowd being refused admittance to the town hall 
'°by the newly-elected municipality, fought with the M unicipal Guard , 
-four p2rsons being killed and 17 wounded ; then it threw stones at the 
Episcopal Pa:la.ce, attacked the Church of Santa Matrona and the Jesuit 
School. The g~·eat demonstration to promote revision of the Anarchist 
trial of 1896, duly took place. Comrades will remember that 400 men 
were promiscuously arrested for the act of one, a supposed Frenchman, 
who escaped at the time and died recently in the U nitecl States. The 
story of the tortured, and tortures inflicted in Montjuich by Portas, 
has been vividly told us by T. del Marmol in 1'he Inqiiisito?'S of Spain. 
Five men, A::;cheri, Molas, Mus, Nogues and Alsina, were shot in 
. the moat . of the f Ol'tl'ess, 20 were sent to penal servitude in Africa., 
,and over 100 were exiled for the a:ct of one . Public opinion is now 
rturning to the side of the 20 imprisoned men, and a 1·evision of the ti-ial 
·with the punishment of the guilty offic i ~1 ls is hopefully looked fo1·. At 
:any rate, agitation toward this end will be stendily sustained till jnstiee 
·:is had. For the moment m:it.ters hn.ve quieted down, thongh martial 
Raw is expected to be proclaimed in Barcelona. The Cham ben:; of Con­
merce have presented an addre::;s to the Cortes, stating that tlie country 
1is urntble to bear further t;txation; but whether the new taxes ·will be 
repealed, one kno\VS not. All° these incidents tend to show that the 
JPOlitical atmosphere of Spain and of the European continent is at the 

present moment highly charged with electricit~·, and that no one ca.n 
tell what a day m ·l.y bring forth or where the toc:-in of ihe RevJlution 
will first sound. 

A Few Northern Propaganda Notes. 
.I was in Sheffield the other day, and was glad to see that Barton and 

Stockton had. started the propaganda there again and that the Monolith 
once more resounded with the hum of successful Anarchist meetings. 
An interesting sign of the times has been the holding of a big meeting 
for the purpose of considering local Soeialist organisation. 'rhe meeting 
almost unanimously declared itself ngainst the official resolution that 
pledged the meeting to support the I.L.P., and carried an amend~ent 
in .. favor of a Socialist Society, to be perfectly autonomous. It will, I 
understand, be non-political. Barton has been recently sent to the 
Trades Council by the local Shop Assistants' Union, and hopes to do 
good work for the movement. ' 

Manchester seems to be very quiet. All, or nearly all, of the speakers 
have left the town, so that outside work is hard to do. However, Jack 
Welsh and other stalwarts, aided 011 one occasion by Stockton, have 
held a few good meetings in Stevenson Square. Pay Jay Kelly argues 
and ·warwick sells literature, so that in many ways the flag is kept flying 
as well as it can be ·under the circumstances. · 

The teeds comrades have been very busy for the past nine months. 
Meetino·s have been held regularly every Sunday, wet or fine, and have 
been a cldressed by all the local speakers, Sollit, Drake, Wormald, Elstein 
and MacQueen, and by outside speakers in the shape of Barton, Stock­
ton and Kelly. 

The bright spot about the Leeds propaganda is that it is getting .in 
touch with the trade union movement. Comrades Wormald and Elstem, 
who are on the Trades Council Executive, have been doing fine propa­
aan da there, and the former has been carrying ·an an interesting corres­
~ondence in the A. ·rrwlgcirnated Engineers' 1l!lon thlY_ on the su?ject of !ree 
Communism. Can't some of the other comradt:s 111 the U man fall 111 as 
well? vVhat about you Mainwaring? When Jack Turner WR!S in the 

· town the group held a mass meeting fo1· the trad~ unioni~ts to show 
them what Anarchism really was. It was a splendid meetmg, Turner 
being· in his best form. 

Talkincr about "outside" comrades, reminds me that H. M. Kelly has 
been havfng a little fun here , Speaking at a couple of our meetings he 
has had the good fortune to arouse the ire of the local Social Democrats,. 
who went for him very much to their own discomfiture. One of them 
was very stroncr on the historical development of Socialism, and in order 
to prove the i1~iquity of Anarchis1n, declared grandiloquently that "the 
International, founded by Karl .M.al'X, L '.:tssalle, followed by Robert· 
Owen: was cl'ushecl th1·ough the agency of Bakounine." 

He wn.s quite hmt when the cr·owd smile.~. 
w. MACQUEEN. 

ATTENTION! 

DEAR COMRADES, 
Ernmn, Goldman writes that she will visit Europe in the autumn 

to remain some time. She will anive in London early in October, and 
she is desirous of doing her share to further the pro1x1 gand:-1 while here. 
It is quite unnecessary to t ell Y.ou who Em1;ntt G?ldman is; she has 
been a u ardent advocate of A nn,rch1st Commumsm fo1· over a decade 
past; she has been in Engla.nd b~fore, and for the past thr~e yea~·s has 
been tomin o· the United States with great success, as the files of F1·ee 
Society will ~how. Meetings will b~ ananged in ~nd about. London 
both iu Eno-lish and German; and if any comra:ies 111 the p1 ovmces can 
arranae me~tirws for her I should be gbd if they will communicate with 

b 0 . 
me for the arrarwement of dates, etc. · 

The followincr is a list of lectures that she is prepared to deliver, 
leaving it to th~ judgment of the comracle-s to select which they please: 

I. The Aim of H iinwnity. IX.. A 11ie1·iw : the land of the Ji'1·ee · 
II. Religion. and the honie of the I;J.mve . 

III. Pat·l'iotism. 
IV. The Basis of .. Momlity. 

V. A G1·iticism, of Ethics . 

VI. 1'he 01·igin of Evil. · 
VII. A uth01·ity ve1·sns Libe1·ty . 

VIII. Wh.y I arn an A.na?'Chist 
Go·1nmimist. 

X. Politics : thei1· c01·1· upting in­
fi iience on ilfcm. 

XI. St1·ikes c.6ncl thei1· ~-(feet on the 
A merican W01·ke1'. 

XII. 111."cwricige. 
X.III. 'L'he New Wo11wn. 
XIV; Sex P1·oblems. 

Om com1·ac1e is now on a, tour in the Western States of America and 
very bu~y, bnt she w1·ites that she is preparing <1 few new lectures to 
add to tbis li~t . H. KELLY, P1·eedorn office, 

127 Ossulston St. LondoP., N.W 

" F S • t " An Exponent of Anarchist-Communisnl, ree QCle Y• 43 Eheridan St., San Francisco, Cal. U.S . .A.. 
A'.{ellt fol' F ree so ~ idy's publicatio:1s. : T. CANTWEL '.- , l :L 7 lssulston Street1 

lonlo1;, N. ·w. · 
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NOTES. 

TRIUMPHAN'I' SocrAL DEMOCRACY ! 
Let it not be said that Anarchists refuse to recognise the 

c't.riumph" which Social Democracy has gained by the appoint­
of M. :Millerand to a post in the Waldeck- Rous~eau Ministry. 
Their "triumph,)) however, will peove their greatest defeat. 
Henceforward the world· will know the Social Democrats simply 
as an advanced political party, willing to compromise t0 any 
extent as c,tl· er politi cal p a rties do, and if necessary to herd 
with anv of the m onsters of middle-class reaction that 'in tbe 
politicai' jumble may cross thei1· path. 

The position of Mi1lerand in relation to the unspeakable 
Galliffet i s aecepted quite frank1y by Social Democrats here and 
on the Continent. Paul Brousse, in La. Petite Republ1.~qiie, 
says: "I defy yo u, · whoever y-c'U rnay beJ to h ave acted 
differently .'' 

In tbe same journal, J aures says: "For my part and on my 
own personal responsibility, l apprnve of Millerand;s accept­
ance of a, pnst i 'n this fighting Jl,1inistry (:Ministere de combat).)) 

L·ieblrneeht, in the Vo1"'u;certs, expresses prn.chcallj: the same 
opini0u . Bra'lro, he says in effect, f,)l' M. vValdeck- Rousseau's 
Ministry ! and bravo for the boldness rin d courage which in­
duced him to offer a post to one c1f us! 

L astly we give tbe opinion of J 1ust'ice (July lst): "We there­
fore h earti ly and sincer .dy congratulate our :B'rench comrades 
on the statesma1~ship, t ~1ct · and splendid self-r~straint wlich 
they have displayed a ll through a terribly trying time, and in 
spite of much provocation. It was by no H'tians an easy matter 
.for French Soc i11li st$ to bring themselves to support a Ministry 
whieh 1 ncl ucl ed General Galli:ffet ;J Nevertheless, they have 
done jt, aml g ivf'n ls an.other pro(1f of the depths to which on© 
can ~ink when one Lecomes a poli tician. 

.And this js an act applauded by the Socialists, t he triie 
Socialists, as they like to call themselves,-who oppose .Anarch ­
ist Comrnuni~ts with more virulence than they bestow on the 
capitalists. . . 

Social Democrats are an adv~nced section of political and 
social reformers, that is all, and to parade all this pettifogging 
pohtica l chicanery as Socialism is a disgrace to the ea.use which 
true Socialists have at heart. 

It ueeded such an object-lesson as Millera.nd has given us to 
Clear some people's minds, and we haive no doubt that at last 
many minds are c1eared. 

"CIVILISED" JAPAN. 

Some two yeHrs rtgo fashionable, phl.y-going Londoners used to 
fto('l;, to l1e;11· the "Gei,·lrn," a mu:-:-ie<il burlesque giviug a b1ight p1·esen­
tation o'.· tL phase of Jupanese life. Did thei.-;e gay crowd::; eve1· think, 
we wonde1· of the teal state of things in "civili::;ed" Jap<m? We fear 
l1ot; and fo1· that i·eason it woll ld be well if the truth could be brought 
h_ome to them. The Lcibou1· Wo1·ld, a Japanese laboni· pa.per quoted 
by the Cla1·i6n, gives us a picture of the life of the Geisha, gil'ls which 
proves the reality io be a tenible tragedy for the unfortunate victims 
of Japanese commercial and sexual exploitation . 

Nine-tenths of geisha ~daneing girls) throughout the cou ntry ar e bought a nd 
sold aud owned by a thir\l p;irt.y . .. ThcRe lJOOr,girl:; are cornpdled to work at 
the most disrrputable pi1!Ce of btrninPss; th ey are actn al slans in silkPn cloths 
with shamisen instead of chain. \Vorse than th e slaves, for t.l·ev are thrown 
out 011 tht street as soon as their beauty aurl charm fade awny. ·The liceused 
prostitute is another form of slavery that \r e h ave in Japan. l t is lllu ch worse 
tha11 a elaudestine prostitute tha't ex ists iu the \\' 1-st, for she is bou"ht ;\llrl kept 
witliin the Ul'Othe}, SlH~ is not allowed to go Ollt without permissi;ll from the 
autl1ority, and is compelled to \vork the work of iniquity with a sra11tv diet. Bnt 
}rush, She is a Creature Of the almighty law Of OUr CO Ulltry. 'l'h Pl'C are sixty 01' 

seve11ty or vossibly a huuured thousand slaves iu our couutry. They are all girls 
of im·1uatme ag1·s anJ workiug at 1001t1s or tendi11g 011 the spi11Jlc~ from 12 to 
14or16 hours a day, with no SnuJay rest. These slaves are recruited and often 
e.ntrnpp ~ .i :nnong cotrntry farnwrs., who are utterly ignonmtof what a worse con­
ditio11 tl.eir dauhgters are going to meet with. 'l'hese poor girls are worked day 

and night like a machine within a filthy factory, and fed on the co~rsest food­
imaO'illable in Ja pan, and moreover they are walled off from the outside world,. 
and~nust lead a mouotonous life. All these for m eagre wages of two or three 
sen f These girls lose soon the character of girlhood an_d all hope of home life. 
Js there anywhere in the world a worse slavery than this ? 

Unhappy Ja pan! You too will need your revolution to crush the 
cancer of your so called civilization. 

Drn·ECT Ac'l'ION. 
It really is astonishng that people ~hould continue to follow the 

cirJuitous-ancl barren-path of politics in seeking to rnform abuses­
which arise again and again as if in mockery of all their efforts. 

It is matter of history now how Leicester fought and won the battle 
ao-ain::;t compulsory vaccination. This comparatively small but impreg­
n~ble stronghold defied the government of the country and had its way. 
Now has arisen a. condition of things between the Leiceste1· Board of 
Gu;:i.rdians and the Local Government Board which has induced the 
latter to threaten to issue a mandamus against the Guardians for not 
appointing a vaccination officer. 

All the Board including six lady members are prepared to go to prison 
rather than obey, and as the people of Leicester have long $ince made­
up their minds on the su.bject there is not m~wh dot:bt but t~at the­
L. G. B . 'Nill be worsted m the sti-uggle. Is it necessary to remrnd the 
worthy people of Leicester that in this matter the.zr are ~cting Anarch­
istically? Aud must we add once more that here. is an. un1?ense field of 
activity, in which good work can b~ doi:ie. a r:d _which .will gwe some .re­
sults. Resist, i·esist and always i·es1st, if it is impossible to do anytlnng· 
more. It is more effective than a.11 the voting that has even been done 
since the trick was first invented. 

THE VALUE OF HUMAN SEIWICE. 

If it were not fo1· the stupid ity of the empty-heads who are constantly 
shoutin« the prai::;e::; of big blusterers, political bullies and cunning 
knaves ft wo11ld not be so everlastingly necessary to chronicle the 
doi110-s of common men, men of the people, wodring in their quiet ·ways 

b f' h . . 1 for sta1·vatio11 wa.ges , acting the pa1·t o true eroes at cntica moments, 
and re;-;to1·iu o· confidence in human nat me which this wretched age 
does it;-; pit if :tl b~::;t to destroy. . 

Wil]i;1rn A bberly, the signalman of Winsfo1 ·d station, points the moral 
form; ouce more. In the recent collision at ,that spot, when, as the 
report sa,ys, coolly n.nd insfantly rnalising the situation, he in the space 
of two minutes, ordered the Carlisle brnkesmen to warn the oncoming 
exeursion train, placed the distant and home signals at dal(:lger, and 
f mth e1·, rnn on the line with a hand lamp. By all this he was the 
men.ns of savin.!! bund1·ecls of lives. The report continues :· Abbel'ly is a 
quiet 1111as~umi,;1g m·an of thil'ty-nine, and has seen nineteen years 
;-;e1·vice on the North-vVestern system. He is lame in the right leg as 
the result of a shunting accident. 

'l'he;e is something truly pathetic in the last sentence ' when one 
remembers how the rn.ilway companie:S sac1i6 ce their employees. 

And now, dear readerr, please answer for us the following. question: 
Which sha,ll we estimate as the most useful member of the community, 
William Abberly, or (for example) that bright political star, the Right 
Hen 1ea ble J o~eph Chamberlain M. P.? 

JEAN GRAVE UPON GROUPS & ORGANISATION . 
--<>--

"Anarchists are ~dtogether against 01·ganisation- -they are a demented· 
people," is tl1C' i·em:trk rnpeatedly hea1·d. True it is that more t.han one 
Ana.rchi::;t, \Vith reasoning power..; not of the highest, has, either in 
public meetings or thl'Clugh the press, repudiated every form of gronp­
meut 01· organisation; ::;orne because they confounded the term organis­
ation with :rnthority, others bee}wse wishing for individualism in its 
purest form they found that to flceept what seemed meant by orga.nis­
ation also n:ieant the 3ielding up of individual liberty. This, howeverr 
did not prevent either one or the othel' Ul;i iting with Cjmrades of a like 
mind and working together with tltem as propagandists in some manner 
agreeable to them . " 'l'hat is not or-g1rnisation," tl:ey would say to· 
those who drew their attention to the seeming contradiction, whilst the­
most stubborn would would add, "It is simply a rna,tter of free agree­
ment." 

Agreement, ot·g,:rnisation-different words designating the same 
thing-let such pass. The discussion of 'vords leads invariably to· 
metaphysics, and that is ever a pressing danger in a discussion upon 
theories, leading too often to confusion over the simplest questions. 

If there is one thing certain it is that, given the life of man and his· 
moral, intellectual, and ind ustl'ial development, he cannot live except 
in a society ; a return to his former isolated position, .that of the 
family, would me1:tn retrogres::;ion. But equally certain is it that it is­
wholly unnecessary for men to live in the midst of vast conglomera­
tions, as is the case with unr mod em cities, in order to exist; they can 
spread thern::;elves over the surface of the globe in small autonomous 
groups of like affinities. ·what is necessary for them is to be living in 
close relation to other groups for the exchange of ideas and the products· 
of their activities. Association is an intellectual need with man, fo1· in 
order to develop his mind he must exchange ideas with other people. 
with many people, just as, materially, it has become a necessity to make· 
use of the v~u·ious complicated tools invented by his thought. To 
reduce the time necessary for the production of the material things of 
life, or to lengthen the hours consecrated to study, observation, or' 
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repose; to contrive tha t ll eces;sa1·y labour should be merely a question 
of heahh, and not remail_l, as now, a matter of painful torment; such 
is the aim of human evolution, a nd therefore everything tends towards 
association. So is it that whenever a human being desires to accom­
plish something, he finds himself obliged to join his efforts to those of 
his fellow men who think' with him, in order to expand an d gi \·e g1·eater 
expressiou to these efforts ; and this action occurs even with the most 
headstrong iridividualists, with those who deny the utility of groups. 

Now, when one becomes part of a group of individuals, it is in view 
of combined effort for the furtherance of some particular object ; in 
common action men seek to equalise such efforts, every one taking the 
place which best suits him and his power of activity. Whether this be 
called organisation or agl'eement matters not if the thing in view is 
accomplished. I have a lready many times stated that there is no occa­
sion to frighten ourselves or to dissect words, but rather to seek for 
the ineaning hidden within t.hem. 

It must, however~ be admitted that this tel'l'oi· 011 the pa1·t of some 
of becoming engulfed in an authoritarian organisation was at one time 
justified by the tendency shown to resuscitate la i·ge federations with 
their Central Committees, their common programme, and like geai· bor­
rowed from authoritarian organisn.tions, which it w;1s sup]Josed had al­
read~ been changed because re·c~ristened with new. names or propped 
up with new formulas, but not with the true spirit of the iui tiative. 
Alas! amongst Ar:archists this h~,s riot yet reached t.he intensity it 
should have reached in a body which lays ab~olute claim to it; still, the 
hatred to authority, to -~nrollment, the distaste for common rules, was 
strong enough among Anarchists to stamp out all such efl'Ol'ts . 

The trouble is, that after a long period of activity, the groups k1,ve 
become dislocated, and that while the number of Anarchists increases 
t he groups themselves become less numarous and active. Police per­
secutions hfLve had m uch to do with the disappearance of groups. l'he 
pro.spect,. so soon as one becom~s k~ow~ ~s an Anarchist, of having 
police spies at your door, 1~ak111g rnqmries of your neighbours, your 
landlord, your employers; of being marked down for future searches 
and supervision_.:.such a prospect ha.s nothing attractive about it, least 
of all ·in localities where inquiries of this natur:e lead employers to black­
list you, thus condemning you and yours to misery and hunaer. But 

· there is another reason ·for the non-success of groups, and this · li es in 
the mental attitude which leads many Anarchists to expect the imme­
diate realisation of their wishes, to hope for some magic transformation 
of existing tiocial conditions, and while waiting for the touch of the 
magic wand, they are blind to points of detail a complete alteration in 
which might easily be realised immediately. . 

. However: co_n~incecl a man m~y be,. he fi?ds i~ necessary to mingle 
with other mdw1dual s, to enter mto discu~s1011 with them to be conver­
sant with current event s and all that is doing or happe~ing. Discus­
sion and ~ontroversy give rise to new arguments. Again, what is the 
worth of conviction without action? It is all v.eqr well to liberate one­
self from prejudices·, to detest authority and e~ploibition-but these 
will only yield to blows; those who have learnt the baseness of 
such things must of necessity try to lead others to understand them 
also. This assuredly may be done and done individually. It is a work 
of irr;.portance and one not to be despised; yet ten men who unite. and 
are bent upon taking the initiative are far more powel'ful than were 
each to work individually on his own account. 
. :Why do they not unite? It is not necessa1·y when forming or joinina 
fi group t Q_ make the fact widely known, or to publish every meetin()" o~ 
call in the pq,pers ! What. is to preveut three, four, five or ten c~m­
rades who know ~ach other, from unitin g , from holding discussions to­
gether, without in any way forming a conspiracy or secret society or 
making themselves known to the police? . · 

There will never be a want of work. Is thet·e not ready-made mate­
ter~al f?r activ.e p:opaga.nda in every aspect of social li.fe? It only re­
marns for the rnchviclual to seek the mo;:;t attrn,ctive to himself; the 
principle to bear in mind being, that it is not the number of members 
which matte1·s, but that they sliall be in full ;:igreement upon the thing 
they \Vant, and ead1 and a.11 imbued with a fil'm l'eSOlVe to work for its 
realisation regardlesti of the tlrnount of time a~d patience required to 
secure their end; for we must not forget that besides a lack of th8 true 
spirit of initiative we are of ten n,li:;o wanting in persistence and the abi­
lity so to speak of following up a trail. Once we ha.ve decided to work 
for a certain ·encl, we yea,rn for its rapid rea,lisation, and since we are apt 
to forget that time n.nd pa.tieuce \Vill often bring with them the means 
that may be w:wting, quick discouragement follows. 

Then, again, outside the work - that may be done, we. learn to 
know and enter into a closer fellowship •vith each other, an important 
fact. It was owing· to snch cond itions that during certain incidents of 
the Dreyfus affair in September and October of '9~, a hanclfull of braw­
lers like those of the P .. 1triots League, became masters of the streets 
because, organised into bands, they knew each other, knew who wer~ 
with and who against them; whilst the revolutionists, isolated, lost in 
the crowd and not knowing each other, were reduced to utter helpless­
ness for w~n~ of knowing their own numbers. It would also be to good 
adv;1nfoge if each group, instead of mer·ely pursuing its individual ends, 
ananged-fo1· human activity can well embrace several things at a 
time-for its members to affiliate themselves to other groups, so that 
we should firrn.lly see an uninterrupted chain drawing each indivi­
dual to his fellow. 

As to specifying the acts of propaganda in view of which groups 
could be formed, it is hardly possible, seeing that it is demand which 
create:s supply: aid to the victims of oppression, the publication of bills, 
placards, pamphlets and papers; the steady support of such as already 

exist; the fouu<liug of libr1tries for the cfrculution of literature among 
non-sympathisers al'Ouncl us; ~Tonps who will nrrange for the purchase 
of Am11d1ist Looks aud pamphlets foi· the u:--e of lil11 ;11·ies ; tlie forming 
of an office for iutcrvention in strike::;--is it pos:-;ible to e11uuH~1·ate au · 
that niight be clone? How many thi11gs that :-;eem irnpotisilJh.: to us to­
day, p1 t>j urhces and institutions appal'eutly impossible to uprnot, that 
to-monuw we might be stl'ong enough to overtlu·ow? 'What lllight not 
be 01·ga11i~ed : :1, strike against la,ndlo1 d8, a sti·ike of conscripts, refusal 
to obey the .civil government, to pay taxes, etc., etc.? What is i·equisite 
is merely the will to agitate and act when the need arrives-once ready, 
the Jine to pm·sue will be easily found. 

NORWAY, DENMARK, AND SVvEDEN. 
\ -----

As is well knowll, the two state:-; of NorwRy and Sweden have for the 
past few years been in disagreement. Between the two st:ttes there is 
a so-called personal nnion :. one king reigns ovei· both; the Swedi;;;h 
Min iste1· for For·eign Aifa.irs, i~ a lso the Norwegian 1\iinister for 
Foreig11 Affairs 1 but otherwise they h1ive nothing el:-e in cowrnon 
beyoud consul:; in foreign · pOl'ts and attaches in foreign capitRls. 
Formerly, pursuant to a co-called ' between empires law," cusr,orns duties 
we1·e not levied separately by each .country, but three or four years Rgo 
Sweden denounced this la,w. Nol'way has also fo1· long desired that 
each country should have its· own consuls and its own Minister for For- ­
eign Afti:tir;:.;. Upon this question alone the attention of the country 
has been turned for ten yean;. 'l'he controver::;y has been carried on 
with great violence, e~peciaDy with regard to the customs duties, and 
on the pai·t ?f Swerlen even with threats of war, ( operily pronounced 

· by her public officials,) a sham fight actually taking place nea1· the Nor­
wegia.n frontier. In spite of ministerial meetings and committees com­
posed of representatives from both countries, nothing hns led to a solu­
tion of the question, and it looks as though if the contention continues 
much longer the institution of Sti:\.te in each count-i-y rnut'it foll, 01· that 
separa tion will take place. 

Increased tension h11s of late been caused by U1e election of represen­
tatives to the Peace Congres~. Norway rnfused to elect joint rep1·esen­
tatives fo1· herself a 11d Sweden, nnd hei· government and parliamentary 
representatives had drawn up ce1·tain proposals on the question of arbi­
t1ation; two points on which 1Jrn king· folly agreed . VV hen both coun­
tries have to take part in a nrnLual affoir the custom is for the king to 
form a ministerial committee, by the selection 9f :;i, mernbe1· of the gov­
ernment of each country including the l\1iui;,;ter for Foreign Affrtirs . 
The king, arbitrarily making this a "mutual" affair, formed such a coun­
cil, which he on this occasion called "the government of his Majesty," 
which it was not, because such a council consists alone of the joint gov­
ernments. The king therenpou went nbroad, leaving the Crown P1-ince 
as Regent. Then the member of the N onvegian government >vho bad 
been ea.lied as one of the council, rntirecl. after ha.vii1g emphatically de­
cla red that this council of ministe1·s could not decide upon .the choice 
of delegates to the Conference. Upon wb-ich the Cr·own Prince upon 
hi::; own initia tive elected delegates to rnpreseut both countries, his 
choice recei\·i11g the sallctiou of the Swedish Minister· and the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. G1·eat cfo:content was immediately aroused in 
Norway; the Cro'V\-11 Prjnce wns hissed on the sfreet, "-hile a portion of 
the press in ClH·istiania declared tlrn,t Swedeu by un dertaking to repre­
sent Norway agaiust · he1· will freed Nor way from ito obligations '-mder 
the Unioii. 

It was i11 consequence of these evento that the Aruirkisten pul;litilied 
the :1l'ticle· whiel1 aroused the di;.;pleasure of the Advocate Genet al. 
1'he article runs as foliows: 

'l'O THB: OLTIZENS OF NORWAY. 
It woulLl seem that the puhli.~ h as not a clE'ar unilerstandin(l' of thfl vn·sr.nt 

situation. The fundarn eu tal law of N onnty asserts that th~ kino- must 11nt 
UBLlPrtake auy action with out tlrn sa11Gtiun of a member of th e Non~egtal! j·,, r­
liarnent a.ntl gov el'lllllCJJt. · In CO lltnidistiuction to th e will or the Norwe.,·ian 
parliament a ud government, th e Crow u Pri11 ct~ wisbed to elP-ct dehcrates to 

0 

the 
Peace Conference who :should mutually represent both couutries. But he knew 
that he co uld not :sele•:t sud1 repr u;eut atives \rith the sanctiou aloue uf the Mi­
nister fur Foreign Affairs, there l'orP- he call rd a Ministerial Co uucil so as to en­
sure th e presence of a N orwegiau lll em ber. 'l' he present mem her of the N orwe­
gian government, l\1.r. Blehr, however, refns ed to be responsible for Norway in ' 
a reslilntiou w]ii ch was to conlin11 the election of a mutual representative for uuth 
co,µntries at the Pea~e ; oufereuce at The Hagu e, stating that the question could 
not be dec.ided by a Ministerial Council. Then the l'rown. Prillce personally 
elected a represeutative for Norway and Sweden to the Peace Conference. For 
such an action on hi s part h e 11eeded the sanction of a member of the O'OVern­
ment who should be answerable for said action and whom th e Storti'ng (parlia­
ment) could call to acco-gnt, as demanded by the fundaniental law of Norway. 
The Crown Prince cam1ot evade the difficulty by stttting that it was his intention 
that the tlected r epresentatives should represent Sweden only, for he has elected 
a Norwegian as representative. This is also a breach of the constitutiou. 
'l'his breach is made by the reigning royal hous e of Norway. The Crown Prince 
has, as Regent, broken his oath to the co ustitution, and by doing so has freed 
every common soldier and officer of the arwy from their oath or vow to defend 
the king and obey his commands ; has freed all citizens, both men and women, 
from bowing to the authority of the king executed through the government and 
officials. · 'l'he citizens of Norway iiow indeed understand that they must reject 
the prt!sent reigning house from its position at the head of the Norwegian State. 
Such action, it may be, can now alone save the community of citizens. You citi­
zens who .hav,e either sworn or made your vows to the coFistitution, and continue 
to make use of institutions founded upon it, you understaud, we suppose, that 
if you do not now reject the reigning princely house, your whole system-the ·· 
State itself-must fall ! 

Dming the last ten years the industries of Norway have greatly in­
cre1;1,sed. Formerly wood industries, such as wood-pulp .for making 
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p~ste-board, were largely exp;rted, but manufactures of various kinds 
are now carried on. With the growth of trade the number of wo1;kers 
has also increased, and the demand for workers in all professions pre­
vents there being a large army of the unemployed. After the 
cessation of the exemption of duty between Norway and Sweden, · the 
Norwegian Sto1·ting in order to make a return as against the high rates 
of duty in Sweden, and to raise money for the armaments which the 
present internescine struggle or "battle of the union" necessitates, has 
imposed duty on all articles, on products of agriculture as well as of 
manufacture, of course under pretext of increasing the domestic pro­
duction. You will comprehend how difficult it has beei1 for the Nor­
wegian workers to exist with the high prices caused by this protective 
duty; the prices had been high before, Norway not being a fruitful 
country, and the wages are lower than in England although they have 
been steadily rising during the last few years. 

Anarchist ideas got their first adherents in Norway after the execu­
tion of the Anarchists in Chicago. Two men, I. Mortenson and 
R. Steinsvik, t1·avelled about the country at that time and lectured upon 
Anarchism. R. Steinsvik publ-ished a year later (1890-1891) a paper, 
Fcedrciheimen and translated and circulated several Anarchist pamphlets. 
The yea1· 1892 gained some German adherents to the idea in Christiania, 
and during the winter of 1893 there was a pretty lively discussion in the 
town. After the Anarchists there bad done what they could by dis­
cussion and the circulation of pamphlets. P1·oletaren, an Anarchist paper, 
was published in Denmark (1896) having as many as 40 or 50 subscri­
bers in Christiania . . In April 1898 came A narlcisten; this paper had 
about 240 subscribers in Norway, and 90 in other countries, chiefly in 
Denmark. Besides there is in Nor way an Anarchist twomonthly journal, 
by name Jihdorn. 

The workers in Norway have not gone far with the Social Democracy. 
Social Democrats have polled but few votes and have no repre.:;enta­
tives in parliament. The workers have partly voted with the Left 
party. Three years ago they attained the con1mon right to vote; but 
the Left party has now forfeited the sympathy of the workers, who now 
often do not vote at all. Trades Unions have in the fast few 
years 'become quite strong. The Social Democrats try hard to gain an 
infi uence over the Trades Unions. . Some of the Unions have amal­
gamated and embraced the Social Democratic programme; another 
group attached itself to the Left party; but for long there has been a 
growing sentiment among the \vorke1s to form a large alli<1nce of unions 
which should not be influenced by any political party. The Social 
Democrats have fought this sentiment fiercely, but at a congress held 

. for the discussion of the matter last April, an independent alliance was 
formed in spite of the congress; when several members had left for 
thei i· homes, the Social Democrats seeing then that chance had placed 
them in the majority, moved that two members of the Managing Council 
of the Social Democratic Workers' Party, should have a seat on the Man­
aging Council of the new alliance and vice versa, so that both councils 
should meet and influence voting for parliamentary and other represent­
atives. This proposal, :although against the prior intention of the con­
gress, which had been called for the purpose, of forming a non political 
alliance, was carried. By such mncl1inations do the Social Democrats 
a~q?ire powe~" The influence which they h~ve had

1
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lJ mons has often been an unfortunate one; their one endeavour bemg 
to ensure a strong Central Coi;rirnittee which .shall d(·t:ide evei·yth in g and 
prevent the admission of any union which .. seeks to act on its own 
initia. ti ve. 

In Denmark for 25 years the Social Democrats have met with great 
success, and a large proportion of the wodrnrs vote fo1· their candidates. 
There are 13 Social Democrats in the Danish parliament, yet they have 
for yea.1·is been even more moderate than the German Social Democrats. 
Conseqt1ently, in 1889, an opposition al'Ose in their mnks which asserted 
that the social question could not be solved through parliament; and 
the Social Democrats immediately expelled these heretics from the 
Party. They then founded a revolutionary paper, Arbeideren, which 
appeared for about five years and displayed Communistic tende11cies in 
its later issues. 

In 1896 the number of Anarchists in Denmark had so increased that 
they issued the Proletcwen, a fortnightly paper which had 500 subscribers, 
mostly in Copenhagen, and several in Norway and Sweden. Since 
then the propaganda has been carried on by discussions and by the 
circulation of pamphlets, though the police have caused thei11 some 
trifling inconvenience by' frightening the shopkeepers from letting them 
a meeting place. The Anm·lcisten had 70 subscribers in Denmark. The 
Anarchists in Copenhagen have this year started a co-operative society 
for the purchase of colonial produce. 

The trade unions in Denmark) and the majority of the workers are 
trade unionists) ar.e controll ed by the Social Democrats. The employers 
have repeate~ly tned to break up the workers' organisations by great 
loc~--outs. 'I .wo years ngo there was a general lock-out of engineers, 
which ended m favor of the workers. 'l'he present lock-out includes 
35,000 organised workers in eleven trades; its purpose is to stop the 
ag~tation ~or increased wages. 'l'liere was a strike of joiners ; they 
gamed an rncreased wage and returned to work. But in seven little 
places in Jutland the joiners' wages had beeu lower than elsewhere in 
Denma1·k; these workers, therefore, demanded ~he sn.me wage as the 
other joiners. The Society of Master Joine1·s notified the Central Com­
mittee of the trade union~ that if they did not compel the joiners in 
those seven places in Jutland to start work, they would lock-out all the 
joiners 'in Denmark. 'i'he Central Committee threatened the wo1·kers 
with expulsion from the Alliance-0f--XFad.e Unions if they did not yield. 
But· the joiners persisted and their Union, its membership of , the 

Alliance having ceased, gets no support from it during the lock-out. 
Then the employers locked-out the whole of the Danish joiners; and 
the disputants in Jutland then gave up their demand. But the em­
ployers declared that it was now too late, and demanded that all should 
revert to the scale of pay prevailing before the strike; and, the joiners 
having refu~ed, the employers association locked-out the worke.rs in 
eleven trades throughout Denmark, saying they were tired of these 
constant demands for more wages. 

Of course, it showed great want of character in the Central Committee 
of the Trade Unions, at the bidding of the employers, to threaten the 
joiners with expulsion if they did not start work. It certainly gave the 
employers the courage to go the whole length. The Central Committee 
now claims to have looked "behind the scenes," and that they knew, 
therefore, that the employers had for a long time intended a general 
lock-out. But the employers would not have ventured to go so far if 
they had not been encouraged by manifest weakness and fear on the 
part of the workers. Such is the result of direction by a strong Central 
Committee. 

The employers, seeing that it is more easy to move a Central Com· · 
mittee to compliance than the workers themselves, now make it one of 
the conditions of ending the lock-out, that ih future in all disputes, 
large or sm:;tll, they (the employers) shall treat with the Central Com-
mittee alone. , 

On June 5, the day for celebrating -the constitution of Denmark, the 
Social Democrats, as usual, orga:nised a big procession in Copenhagen. 
This year 30,000 workers joined in the procession, which served as a 
demonstration against the lock-out. One could both laugh and cry on 
hearing that, in one trade, some of these workers had a banner with 
this inscription : "Politics is bread!" 

Sweden has a bureaucratic government;, for several decades it has 
possessed large and increasing industries, while a great part of the land 
is in the possession of aristocratic and bourgeois proprietors. The pos­
sessing classes have main ta!necl a heavy protective duty for the past 
fifteen years, which makes it difficult for the workers ,to live. In the 
last few years a vigorous agitation has been carried on in favor of 
manhood suffn1ge, in which the Liberals and the Social Democrats ha,ve 
taken part; and in order £o divert public Eittention from this movement 
and to maintain the protective duty, the government, powerfully 
assisted by the Agrarians, continued its resistance to Norway's claim to 
have its own Minister for Foreign Affairs and a separate consular staff. 

The Trade Unions of Sweden have a powerful Alliance. Last year 
at their Trade Union Congress, it was resolved to end~avour to organise 
the unorga.nised workers and to try to bring all t.he Unions into the 
Alliance. They resolved, at the same time, that those Unions which, 
in a given space of time, would not accept the Social Democratic pro­
gram should not afterwards be admitted to the Alliance. Then several 
Unions joined the Alliance, though many vvorkers remained outside the 
organisations. The employers seized on this . pretex.t to make war on 
the Trade Unions and locked-out the workers from many factories in 
different parts of the country. They declare that they will not employ 
members of the Socialist Trn,de Unions, and such wodrnrs are dismissed 
in masses; and where the workers are living in houses belonging to the 
employers they are evicted with their families at short notice. The 
lock-outs have been varied by strikes, and in several places the lock-out 
has lasted since March. 

This is the p1·esent situation in Sweden-blind use of power to com­
bat an empt.y program compiled by political jobbers. These great lock­
outs in Denmark and Sweden will, no doubt, have a revolutionary 
influence on the workers of both countries. · 

Of Ana1·chists there are only a few in. the south of Sweden. 

A RIOT IN GHENT. 
(Being a Parable of the Drilled Workr~··) 

"Ghent," said the Belgian poet, "bas a speeiality for queer riots. 
You may possibly remember those which occurred there a few years 
ago. Tbeir origin was su:ffici1>ntly comical. · '.The Belgian people claimed 
the privilege of universal suffrage. '.Che nation wanted to be the sov­
ereign, to dictate its wishes, to speak as the master. This idea seized 
it quite suddenly; no one knew why. It ha,d already a constitutional 
monarch; perhaps the people found him insufficient for their happiness, 
They wanted other kings-kings in civilian dress-and wanted these 
to be of their own choosing. Apparently they had no objection, these 
meek sheep, to being daily shorn and devoured; on the contrary, they 
insisted on being doubly shorn and de'voured by members of their indi­
vidual acquaintance, specially and solemnly selected for this express 
purpos@. In order to acquire this wonderful pt·i vilege of being led to 
the Government slaughter-house~ by butchers popularly invested and 
·democratically consecrated, the worthy proletcirians of Belgium attemp· 
ted a Revolution. The people shouldered their arms and poured into 
the streets, giving vent to the usual war-cries. The bourgeoisi~, pro· 
tected by the troops, was simply amused by ·dafuonstrations which it 
knew wc;re harmless. At Ghent, howev~r, for several days matters 
tended towards tragedy. Barricades, fierce struggles, shrieks, revolver 
i;hots, cavalry charges, rifle reports, nothing was lacking for such a 
festival, not Aven dead men. Tb ere followed the us11al l'esult. Said 
skirmishes threatening to develop into civil_ war, the City Guard wa.s 
caUed out. I wits a member of it and was obliged to take my place 
under the banner of Order for the defence of Society. In my Company 
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there were but two bonafide bourgeois-an artist (who happened to be 
a friend of mine) and myself. The rank and _file was cornposed mainly 
~£ workingnrnn, small clPrks, humble salesmen and persons in poor cir· 
cunista.nces, all eager for Jiff', al!, or ne~irly all, in heartfelt sympathy 
with th<~ rioters. In the Company the subji>ct was debated in low ton8R 
and the pli: aise 'universal suffrage' was. constantly on the rne11's lirs, 
while they iuutually agreed that if called upon to fire on the ri"oters 
they would fire over their heads. 

'"Their cause is just,' said one. 'They fight for our happiness,' ad-
ded another. 'Better than that,' exclaimed a third, 'for our sovereignty. 
Our ·happiness is nothing. To-day we strive to be our own master.' 
'Yes, yes, we want each and all to be masters, like the people of France.' 
'To enforce our will, as in France.' 'To dictate our laws, as in France.' 

"Another continued: 'They may give what orders they choo.~e-I 
won't fire. First, because I don't believe in it; next, b~cause my oro­
ther is one of those fighting for our sovereig111 .\ . l ,, fi r.u 1d have ft'>ught 
willingly myself, but I have a wife and two d11lclren--' • 

"'1, also,' admitted another, 'would willingly have joined the rioters; 
but my employer, who is not for the people, who desirPs to see us 
remain slaves, would have turned me out oE doors and I should lose my 
work.' 

"'Aha! When wo have universal suffrage, wheu we are sovereigns, 
it will be our turn to put our rnasters out of doors. ¥Ve cau sna.p 0111· 

fingers at them then, and we can eat all the tim0 j becituse ·once we 
have universal suffrage--" · 

The very words, "universal suffrage," opened up to them magnificent 
prospects, 11 wondrous paradise. They seemed to stie tahles ladi-n with 
fine joints and agreeable beverages, idle hours in the sunshine, del ights 
of all kinds; their very eyes dilated under these visions. 

A little man, who till then had been silent, all at once began to rf­
iterate, glancing hotly around him, "Faith! when we have universal 
suffrage, I know for whom I shall vote." 

" For whom ~ " said I. • 
"No matter; for someone ! " 
Astounded and somewhat irritated at their absurd illusions, I said 

to the .little man, .,, I shall not fire, either j because I believe it to be 
a crime to kill a man. But they are fools to fight at all Men fight 
for bread, ·for their well-being, for liberty, because they suffer the hid­
eous miseries of poverty while their neighbours roll in wealth ; but, 
simply to gain an illusive right like universal suffrage! for this lie, 
this slavery. this corruption! You do not know, then, what universal 
1mffrage means~ You talk of France-but they are dying of that in 
France!" 

The small man shrugged his shoulders with a look of veiled disdain, 
as he retorted, "Sa.y what you like, I won't take the trouble to listen 
to you. I know who you are ; you are not for the people." 

"If you know who I am," I answered, "you know that I am your 
friend-the friend of all who are misftrable. · I would fight to gain for 
you but a tithe of the happiness you expect from- what~ Can you tell 
me 1" · 

"Of course I can," was the reply.-" But go on, say wluit you like, 
I . won't listen to you " 

Grinding bis teeth, he continued: "You want me to vote for you? 
Ah, a,,h ! But I'm no fool; I won't vote for such as you. When I 
have voted for the man I mean, we shall be the masters, the sovereigns. 
Yes, indeed; you'll see wonderful things then. I know what I'm talk­
ing al:: out, which is more than you do." 

Then I h.eld my tongue. There wa.s no more to be said. "At least," 
thought I, "they won't fire. We shall not suffer the shame of having 
shed blood." 

Our Captai~ was pacirig to and fro jn fron·t of his Company, anxious, 
nervous, his ears straining to catch the as yet dista.nt sounds of the 
turnul~. From time to time cavalrymen at, full g<1llop crossed the square 
on which we stood. Soon the shop.3 bt'ga11 to close, and citizens, pale 
and breathless, huni1> d into their house:; Little by little tht-: clamor 
of the r11ob increased. Shrieks and cries for ht\lp became more distinct. 
With the sha.rp crack of a whip came the report of two shots from a 
mass of blocked-up vehicles. 

_Our captain turned to us. He was a cravat-maker of the city, a 
m~ld-eyed, round and rosy· faced man with a large stomach. "My lads,:' 
said be, 11 they will be on us in a few moments; and, first, I shall ba,,e 
to appeal to them in le~al form, and a.fter t.hat, if ne~d be, to fire. For 
I know them'. Th~y are a.ll mad-they won't listen to nm. It is a 
great bore! To fire on one's fellow··citizens-on men whom one knows, 
is not a cheerful proceeding. ·But the law mm;t be sustained. · It is 
dreadfully tiresome ! . If they would only express their wisbes in an 
orderly manner! The king is 1-l.n honest ma11, the ministers are-honest 
m~u. Things might have been arranged. However, duty before every­
thmg. All the same, we must do the least harm we can. Now, listen 
to me. Whfm I order you to fire-the first rank will not do so-the 
~econd only will. And yet it is no~ exactly necessary that every marl 
lD the second rank should fire. Wei only want to frighten them. 
T-hree or four killed-three or four wounded-that will not be a great 
matter, and th~t will probably teach these idiots to pause. N o·w, my 
b~ys, yon in the second rank- are there four men amongst you who 
will fire on the crowd when I give the word i Are there just four~ 
Answer!" 

And, to my utt~r stupefaction, from right to left of the whole line, 
there sprang from every lip the word,-"1,-1,-1,~1,-I." 

Out of the fifty men who formed that Sticond rank, two only had 
kept their lips closed-two only had stemly resolved to raise their rifles 
into the air the moment the word •1 Fire!" rang out. And these two 

men were thR two bourgeois in the Oompany, the artist and myself. 
-Le Journal. 

CUBA. 

Onr H a va.111t contempora1-y, the .Niwi10 Ideal, an Anan:hist weekly, in­
forms us, t,l1;1t uur ideas are making n.1.pid progress in the islaudi,; ofathe 
Greater Antiiles. The i·evolutionary proletarians· after their heroic 
struggle against Spanish tyranny in favo1· of pobtical independence, 
ue now prepa1ed to fight the politicians of Cuba and the United States 
in order to secure social emancipation and absolute liberty. Hern is an 
extract from the manifesto of the courageous propagandist Palmira de 
Lidia which appears in a recent number of the lvuevo Ideal: 

-"Those who desire to see our beloved connt1·y fre ed from every ty­
ranriy, must understand that the independence of Ouba is not 
merely [\, politicitl but a social' q uestior1. 

Politics imply simply the ni t of making and imposing laws; whereas 
the independence of Cnl;~L is the aspiration of an e11tire natiou, that is 
to say tbe socialaspiration, of a collective body of people who wish to 
shake off every yoke and rise to the po . .:;ition of a natio11 free . and inde­
pendent in every relation. It is th is two-fold aspimtio11, t-;Ocial as well 
as politica l, ·which should guide the Cuban people. And we ·workers

7 

who are condemned to give to the workshops and plantations such blood 
as we have not lost upon the battlefield, we, more than ever, are ready 
to coneentr·nte our enthusiasm and ene1·gies on this object, and to do 
OlJr duty as ·social r evolutionists in order that the political ind ependence 
of the countq may .be quickly followed by the independence of its 
inhabitants." 

'l~hose words only serve to confirm previous information received as 
to the activir,y that is being manifested by those who have been raisi~g 
the standard of Revolutiouarv Socialism in the Pead oft.he Antilles and 
under which are already ranging themselves ;:i.11 the most active' and 
capable elements of the Cub:m p1·oletariat . They also prove that as 
soon ns the American troops once for all consecrate the politicd inde­
pendence of the island by quitting it, the Cuban Socialists, far from 
·wasting their energies in the barren struggle of. parliamentary politics, 
will turn themselves 1·esolutely to the conquest of the economic and social 
reforms demanded · by J·ustice ·and Humanity. 

T. d'el MARMOL. 

The victims of the Walsall Plot. Release 

OF CHARLES, OAILE~, AND BATTOLA. 

AN APPEAL: 
COMRADES, 

In September next the law, after having inflicted more than 
seven and a half years of imprisonment and suffering on these -
innocent men, will "set fr ee " comrade::; Charles, Cailes and 
Battola. It is not necessary now to go into the _ details of the 
rnfamous trap, laid on the lines adopted by the Continental 
police , which brought. our friends in the grip of the law. 
. At the present momeut our object is to E(mphasise the neces­

sity for org i:=misi11g, without loss of time) the help that each one 
will n eed when he finds him~elf again facing the problem of 
gaining his livelihood. Some rest will be needed before this 
can be dCJne, :-1nd funds must be rai~ed to find the means to 
keep our comrades in good heart till their strength is reston,.a. , 

A Committee has been fOTmed, consisting of members of the 
J:!'reedom Group, to which the following have given their co-op­
eration: S. MAINWARING, EDWARD CARPENTER, W. MAcQuEEN, 
R. PED DI ID, JOHN TURNER a nd others. 

Mean while, donation s may be sent to the Secretary of the 
Relief Fund, J.27 Ossulston Street, London, N.W., where sub- · 
s.cription lists nw.y also be obtained. 
· We trust that all comrades will use their best efforts to aid 

in this good cause. All donations will be acknowledged in 
F 1reedom, and we shall keep our readers well advised as to .what 
steps are being taken io welcome and to aid our comrades on 
their release. 

To the Editor of FREEDOM. 

Solida:rity. 

Solidarity is a word to conjure with; it is a phrase we hear at all of 
our meetings. We paint, in words, beautiful pictures of the interna­
tional solidarity of mankind and then, after the meeting is over and we 
go home, we ask ourselves: what is solida1·ity? is it a mere phrase 
w.hich has no meaning, or is it a beautiful dream, or what is it? Here 
is a comrade, who lives in Hackney, who has not seen a comrade who 
lives in Camden Town for more than two months. Others, in Canning 
Town or Hoxton, whom he has seen but once in twelve months; not to 
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speak of comrades in the provinces whom he has never seen. I have 
just spent ten days in Leeds (and very pleasant days they were, tbo), 
meeting comrades of whose very existence I never knew, nor did they 
know of mine; and, as the train bore me away from that busy city, with 
the knowledge that I shou ld retain pleasant memories for some time to 
come of tbat gronp of comrades left behind, the thought suggested itself: 
Is not this lack of intercommunication with each other, this lack of 
solidarity between comrades (because they do not know of each other's 
existence) one of the principal reasons why our movement has not grown 
more rapidly than it has? The name, Anarchist. no longer frightens 
the workers; for they have learned that we are workers ourselves, and 
many of thoi::;e who do not agree with us respect our opinioni::;. vVe can 
not even claim with any justice that the people refuse to listen to us; 
for in nearly every case where meetings are properly organised, either 
indoor or open-air meetings, they have been successful. l'hen why 
have we not made more progress? 

One of the answers to that question seems to me to be perfectly clear: 
We do not know our ovvn comrades; we are comrades and we are stran­
gers. We talk about solidarity for mankind and do not practice it among 
ourselves. We all know how much there is to say and how interesting 
it is when a, comrade visits a strange town; there is food for discussion 
for days abou t the movement where he came from and where he is, and 
fresh hope and enthusiasm are infused in the comrades by this visit. 
'l'hen why not extend this feeling? Why not :m Annual Conference 
and Reunion for a start ?-Not the usual hackr1eyed, humdrum confer­
ence as in the pas.t, where the relative merits of F1·eed01n ai1d Comic Cills 
have been discussed; but a. conference where not only will propaganda 
be discussed, bnt sociabi lity and friendship he engendered. 

vVhat comrade who has attended those delightful afternoon teas after 
the lectures of the Libertarian Lecture Society that does not remember 
them with pleasure? No oratorical effects were attempted; no hard 
words indulged in; no emniti'es were engendered; we met to discuss 
propaga.nda and to have a social chat, and we felt sorry ·when we had 
to separate. ·why not an annual conference in the same style, where 
the comrades could learn to know each other? There is no reason why 
we should not, and every reason why we should. 
, England is only a little 2 by 4 country anyway_( my apologies to pat­
riots), and easy to get over. Say we held a confere11ce at Christmas, 
Bank HolidRy or Easter, when special excmsions arn run for single 
fares . Suppose tvvo comrade:-; came from each of the following cities: 
Gla:-:gow, Leicester, Leeds, l\fanchester, Sheffield, Liverpool and Norwich 
(I do not put others simply because I do not know them), just ·taking 
these seven cities as an exnmple, the fares would not average £ 1 per 

· comrade, which would be £14 at £1 each; and in order to lighten the 
burden on the provincial comrades, if we established a Conference Fund 
and pooled the funds the raising of £20 would be a trifling affair Lon­
don comrades could ente1:taiu those from the provinces, and we should 
not only have a real good time, but further the propaganda immensely. 
I know a man who is so overburdened with money that he is willing ~o 
·give five shillings to start the ball rolling. What do the provincial 
comm.des say? H. M. KELLY. 

LIVERPOOL, 
We are still keeping the pot boiling; and if it were not that, by the nuk.ind­

ness of fate, we are still without a club-room, we f;lioulil havio bec 11 able to collect 
together a few of the many seedliugo we have rais ed a11d so d is played a visible 
increase in numbers aud activ1~y. The local I. L .. P. lield au alleged labor 
demonstration on the first Su nday in May. 'l'J1r~ clay was 1a gra11d one for open­
air meetings; but the meeting >ms small for a "demoJJstrntion.,; and rtlthough 
they had h alf-a-dozen very fai r speakers the anclience was only about two hun­
dred stroug-mostly rnemb~rs of the organisation. Iu past years the S. D.F. 
used to cornbi11e with th1"m in the Labor-Day dt!moust.rations, but became dis­
gustcLl with the conventional r es pectability of the I. L. P . ers, who held aloof 
from processions and s11eerecl at the fighti11g enthusiasm of the Social Democrats. 

There has been a great variety of sp1~ akers at the lYionumentfrom time to time; 
but about the worst is one, who Jo r some mouths past, ha,s expended his orator­
ical powers iu rnviugs against Anar t5b.ism and Suc:ial Democracy, princiµally tbe 
latter. He is a l arge gentlemau, who has in a manner boasteu of his being tbe 
cause of the police raiding brothels and hunting the unfortunates from pillar to 
post. His forte is debating(?) with Social Democrats, when he declares that 
"Belfort Bax and William Morris a.re cesspools of filth aud corruption." Of 
course, after such a convincing argument the en emy is utterly discomfited and 
extiuguished. But there are not wa.nti1ig those who assert that the good man 
is profuse of lies and exaggeratio_ns, and that Mr. Carlton is a full· blown speci-

. men of up-to-date cant and morality. Om' old comrade O'Shea has arrived here 
and gives our hard-worked com rade Despres an opportunity to rest, which if he 
desires to take it will, to say the l east, be well earned. Comrade Kavanagh 
also experiments upon the auclieuce for about half-an-hour some Sundays . 

W . ANDERSON. 

MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
FREEDOM GHarantee Fnnd.-N. 5s., A. :M.. 5s., Kampffmeyer 5s,, H. K. 5s., 

D. 5s., C. R. 10s. , Free Commune Group 5s., A, U. ls. , Canning Town 5/6. 
Annital Subscriptions ·-P. H.obin 4/6, per do. Malaquin 1/6, Milburn ls., Silver­

ton 1/6, Free Society 1/ 6. 
Sales of FREEDO:M.-Newsagents 5/101z, vVarwick 4s., Leeds 4s. , T. J'Yfoy 4s., Can­

ni11g Town 2/&. 
Sales of FHEEDOM Pamphlets.-Office 9/4, Free Society 4/6, 

.A. Co:n..ce:r-t jn nid of two comrades in distress, will be 

held at 8 o'clos;k in the Athenaeum. Hall, at 73 
· 'fottenham C .. rnrt Road, W., on Monday July 24, 

from 8 till 10 p.m., when Nntional and Rr.volutiouary songs will be sung, pre­
ceded Ly short introductory addresses by speakers of various nationalities, 
-among others: L . MICHEL, P. KH.OPOTKlN, E. lYlALATESrrA, 'l' . dC:'l 
MARMOL, W. TCHERKESOV, N. F. DRYHURST. 

To be followed by a social evening from 10 to 12 p.m. 

Tickets: &d. and ls. 

We have in stock the following 

BOUND VOLUMES OF "THE COMMONWEAL" 
Published during the Editorship of 

WILLIAM 1VIORRIS. 

Vol. I. 1885 1 Copy. 

" II. 1886 1 H 

,. III. 1837 1 
" 

ALSO PREED01VI, FROM 1891 TO 1898 (INCLUSIVE), 
(IN RED COVER WITH BLACK LETTERING, WHICH :MAY BE HAD SEPARATELY) 

BOUND IN ONE VOLUME TO MATCH COM.MONWEAL 

FREEDOM PAMPHLETS. 
No. 1. THE WAGE SYSTEM. BY .P.E'rER KttoPOTKIN. Id. 
No. 2. THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. BY PJ£TER KROPOTKIN. Id. 
No. '3, A TALK ABOUT ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM BETWEEN TWO 

WORKERS. BY E. MALATESTA. Id. 

No. 4. ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM: ITS BASIS AND PRINCIPLES. Br 
PE'l''.ER KROPO'l.'KIN. . ld. 

No. 5. ANA.RORY. BY E. MALATESTA. ld. 
No. 6. AN A.RCHIST MORALITY. BY PETER KROPOTKIN. Id. 

No. 8. AN A.RCHISM AND OUTRAGE. BY C. M. WILSON !d. 
No. 9. ANARCHY ON TRIAL-George Etievant, .Jean Grave i..nd 

C':i~erio Sau to. 32 page:i; ld. 
No. IO. ANARCHISM : ITS PHILOSOPHY AND IDEAL. Id. 
No. ll. THE STATE: ITS HISTORIC ROLE. BY Pb:TgR KROPOTKIN. 2d. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 
In fut·iwe we rnust req·iiest that cill 01·ders Joi· pa11iphlets be accompanied 

with cash. We a1·e compelled to culliere to tliis as we need· funds /01• 
1·ep1·inting, 

0-th.e~ Pamphlets. 
LAW AND AUTHOlUTY. By PETEl:t KrwP~TKIN. 2d. 
EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTJON. BY ELYSEE RECLUS. ld. 
AN APPEAL TO T:&IE YOUNG. BY PETrm KROPOTKIN. ld. 

The Chicccgo Mcc1·tyrs : thei1~ speechesin Cow·t, with Gove1·nor Altgeld's 
Reasonsfo1· Pci1·doning Fielden, Schwccb and Neebe. Demy octavo, 168 
pages with group p01·trait 11nd pictme of the memorial in \Valdheim 
Cemetery on good paper. Publii,;hecl by A. Isaak, 43 Sheridan Street, 
San Francisco, at 25 cents, 01· may be obtained of 'l'. Cantwell, 127 
Ossulston St., London, N . \V., for one shilling. Cash must accompany 
all orders. 

Our comrades announce thR.t they intend to publish Jean Grave's 
famous book, Societe jJf oi.r,rant et l'Anarchie, as t.ranslated by Voltairine 
de Oleyre, about the end of Augt\.St, at the same price-~~- We shall 
have some for sale, and those who would like to read it can send us 
their orders. 
GOD AND THE ST.A.TE. BY MICHAEL BAKOUNINF. Price fourpence. 
THE TABLES TURNED; OR, NuPKINS AWAKENED. A Socialist 

interlude. By WILLIAM MoRltIS. ls. each. 
(Only a few of t.hesc original copies left.) 

THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. By WILLL\M MORRIS, E.. BELFORT 
BAX altd VICTOR D AVE . 2d. 

REVOLUTIO~AHY STUDIES. BY PETER KRoPo'rKIN, 2d. 
CHANTS FOR. SOCIA.LISTS. BY WILLIAM MORRIS. ld. 
SOCLU.i DE.YlOCHc.\CY IN GERMANY. By GUS'l'.A.V LANDAUER. ~d. 

MONOPOLY; oR, How LABOR IS RoBBED. By WILLIAM MoRms. ld. 
BIBLIOGRAPHrn DE l' AN ARCHIE p:.tr M N°E'rl'LAU. Pr~r1ce d" Er .. ISEB: REcLus; 

Br11~~"'1~, 51 rne d,;,; Epenm11ia:;, 1897 ; 294 pµ. 5 franc:i; (JvSt 
fr•·P for 4 ~d1illiug" prepaid. 

DIRECT ACTrON VERSUS LEGI:SL.:\..TION, a uew parrq:Jhlet Ly. J. Blair 
Suiidi. Price oue pe1111y. 

Cosmopolitan 
T. CANTWELL. 

127, Ossulston Street, (Euston Road) 

LONDO N, N. W. 

ALL KINDS OF PRINTING 

IN .A.LL LAN GUAGES 

AT MODERATE PRICES 

Printery __.-.. 
"FREEDOM'' CAN BE OBTAINED AT : 

London, 

Leeds 
Glasgow, 
Manchester, 
Bradford, 
New York, 

Otto Matthias, 20 Little Pultney Street, Wardour Street, W 
Heiligenstein, 39 Charlotte Street, Fitzr.oy Square. 
F. A. Jones, 9 Little Queen Street, Holborn, W. C. 
W, Reevrs, 185 Fleet Street, E. C. 
B. Ruderman, 71 Hanbury Street, Spitalfields, E. 
E. Pelletier, 56 Charlotte Street, Tottenham Court Road, W. 
Free Commune office, 79 Markham Avenue, Harehills, Leeds. 
Blair Smith, 15 Sunnybank Street, Dalmarnock. · 
J. Welsh, 37 King Street, Ardwick. 
Can be seen at Laycocks Coffee House, Kirkgate. 
M. 11.faisel, 254 Madison Street. 
A. Levin, 114 Manhattan Avenue, Brooklyn U. S. A . 

Philadelphia, N, Notkin, 242 North 2nd Street, Pa .• U.S. A. 
.,.,.,.,p._.,/••IJ"•,.,~Jlhtt•,1'"'•l-'• .. /,111•.,/""•ll'/•.,4-'••/'•J,111r•_./••.;tfl'""•~''''"'•"'1'•.,/-'••P•"''.,•ll"•~·~·~~ 

THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ANARCHISTS will hold their 

Annual PICNIC at ·DARLEY DALE, 
in Derbyshire, on MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 1899. All are welcome. 

Printed and Published by J. TURNEit, 127 Ossulst.on Strret, London, N. W. 


