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Poor indeed, is ·the · harvest that the friends . of progress m 
England will gather from the work of th.e pa~t year. And this 
result is hot to b0 accounted tnr" simply by the fact tha.t trade 
has been good and tho workers indifferent aud apathetic, though 
many will preach in tbis vein and try t p excuse their own neglect 
of the people's cause b.r sneering at the masses as "mostly fools.)) 
Fools there are, enough and to spare j but we · count those the 
greatest who, in their self-_satisfied superiority, have withdrawn 
themselves from the revolutionary mov.ement, disc.arded revolu­
tionary ideas and have either worked on reactionary lines or 
have thought it just ~s well to let things take their course. Ig­
noring the dark plots, which the capitalists bave been weaving 
for the past seven or eight years, they find therpsel ves in the 
midst of a criminal war unspeakable in its initiation and its aims, 
and, after that, face to face with conscription. 

However, we must not forget that 1899 ha~ gi van us the 
D.Leyfus case with all the conclusions that can be dra wn from 
it, and, although this fact may not s.ave us frnm conscription 
h~re in England, it is well that the people should have seen how 
militarism can be used as t.he iustrumeut of the vilest reactio­
n~ries, how it adopts the meth?ds of the blackest . rascality to 
achieve·its ends. For us, at least, the brightest page in the 
history of the past year is the work done by our Anarchist 
friends in France, not in the cause of Dreyfus alone, but in the 
cause of truth and justice. 

. In Spain the unr~st has fcu?d rio :vent and h as given no sign 
of taking a de:finit_ive shape. Italy also rema·ins quiet but we 
know that the Italian people are growing more and more dis­
contented under their burdens of t axation and look only for a 
revolution to bring 'them relief. 

Our German comrades carry on an effective propaganda under 
difficulties of which we in :bJngland have nu conceptio,n. In 
the face of the bitterest persecution, confiscation and imprison­
ment they have struggled on during the past year, and they may 
rest assured that some at least of the m0re ad va,nced minds in the 
Socialist movement will gradually assimilate A.n~rchist ideas. 

The movement in the United States goes quietly on, making 
at least as much proportionate progress as other Socialist and 
labor movements. 'l111at brave little paµer, F'ree Society, is 
doin~ splendid work, and by its issu@ of pamphlets is greatly 
increasing its utility in educating the American wo rkers. We 

· h ave had the great satisfaction and pleasllre of welcoming here 
onA of the staunchest workers in that group-Mary Isaak 

'-iv e cannot elo.se this brief survey of the year without refer­
ring to the impetus given. to the movement in Loudon by the . 
visit of our brave and energetic friend Emma Goldman. To 
h ave CO.!'.ne here at such timcss as those we are passing through 
now, to h ave drawn l arg~ audiences to her lectures, to have 
aroused some of the most intereSiting discussions that have been 
heard for many a year aud to have replied most effectively 
t hereto, gives some idea of what she has accomplished. But 
when it is remembered that all this ha~been done while' tbe 
E~glish public 1a.s b.een in a "patriotic~' v r enzy, the J1Jng1lsh 
eh mate ba.s been ii;i 1 ts worst hu.mor a.ndt n:;elf i.n poor, health) 
we shall better estimate the courage a'.nc enduranc.e necessary 
t o have succeeded in the wo rk. 

Finally, we have for ourselves to face the year which is before 
u s undeterred by any failures and disappointments 1n the past. 

rl'he coming year will probably be a most eventful nne, and 
~t is for us to see that nu opportunity is lost of pushing vur 
ideas to the front. rrhe combat will be a hard one, no doubt, 
we being so few; but does not history prove that the battles 
for freedom h ave mo ::: tly been fought by the few? 

So san g 
must be 
to-day. 

"Of the three hundred grant but three 
To form a new Thermopy loo.)) 

Byron, who fought so nobly for Greece. This also 
our ery through the stqrm of reaction that is raging 

COMMUNISM. 

MONTHLY; ONE PENNY. 

THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF 1900 
a't Paris. -

\ 

The time has arrived when it is nPCP.SS'l.ry, in accordance with the 
decisions of the Congresses of Trndfl:,,' U niolls ·and L1:1.bour Exchanges 
held at. Rennes in September 1898, to prepare the four Congresses 
which this year will assemble at Paris the workers of all countries. 
We have no need to impress upon you the importance of these Con­
gresses; not only should they contribute to the progress of those aspi:. 
rations towards a better economic state which agitate the wage-slaves 
of all conditions, but also they should eleva.te the discµssion of these 
questions to the higli level of th.e scientific lessons which result from 
the exhibition of of the works of this century.. • 

It must not be fot'.gotten, indeed,, that in order to supplant capitalism, 
it is necessary that we should bt1 co-ntinua.lly armed against the ever 
new resoure1·s at its dispo!iition_ 

For exampl<~ .does it put into exploitation a hitherto unknown ma­
chine7 \Ve should be in a position to know at once the economic effect 
of that machine and be able to ta.ke steps to· counteract the evil in­
fluence which it tends to Ax:ercif:le in the h~nds of its possessor upon the 
conditions of our existence. 

It if' with that intention, we are sure, that the workers will come to 
Paris nPxt ye::i.r, aud when tl1 ey havA realized the improvements as yet 
unknown to thPm which have heen hrought about . in the ' indu8try or 
the agriculture of this or that country, ~v!1eu tbAy hav1l bad a general 
view over the economic state of the world, at ·the dawn of the XXth 
century, they will be in a position to solve the the questions a.n<}. take 

.- such resolutions as are calle for by th~ urgent mied of ameliorating 
their life. 

We invite therefore the labour organisations of all countries to inform 
us of the questions which they desire to see placed onthe Agenda paper 
of tlH:i two int,eroational Congresses: 

!.-International Trades Union Congress, comprising all organisa• 
tions, without distinction of form: Trades' Unions, Syndicates, 
Labour Federations, Cartells and Labour Exchanges. , 

PROPOSITIONS OP THE FEDERAL COUNCIL: 
l. The general strike: it.s practical organisation, its probability and its 

conseqqences; 
2. Creation of an Interna.tional Secretariat of Labor. 
3. Hours of labour; wages; unemployed and the ·means of dealing with 

them ; femaie and child labor. 
4, The international application of the methods for intervening with 

effect in the great struggles bet.ween capital and labor (English engineers' 
strike; Danish lock-out, etc.). ' · 

5. Co-operation for production and for consumption. 
6. ComparatiYe report 0f labour tribunals. 
7. Reports and communications upon th e results Qbtained in relation to 

questions treated in previous congresses, the boycott, trade union labels, 
weekly da.y of rest, etc. 

II. Congress of Labor Exchanges, Cartells, Trades Councils, local ,or 
divisional Federations of different Trade Unions not occupied in tte 
same industries. 
PROPOSITIONS OF THE FEDER.AL COUNCIL OF TH~ FRENGH 

LABOR EXCHANGES : 
l. The variou':l methods of finding employment. Should labor organi!'a· 

tions, in finding employment, seek, accept or refuse the assistance of 
municipt~l, county or provincial authorities? · . 

2. Technical education (theoretical and practical).: its result, from the triple 
point of view of raising wages, of increasing the teJhnical value and the 
social im portance of the workmen who have banefited hy it. 

Reports upo11 libraries and museums founded by trades unions; efforts 
made to complete ~echnical instructiou by general education. 

3. Assistance of the unemployed; j ourney !11011ey, reciprocity of journey 
money between the workmen of all countries who have fulfilled their trade 
UPion obligations. 

4. Co-operation; reforms to be made in co-operative societies founded by 
labor or;i anisations or under their auspices; replacing of co-operation for­
production for co-operative workshops depending upon co-operative dis­
tributing societies, appl ication in these workshops-of the system of work 
known as a ~h,i o (commandite egalitaire) in use among compositors; suppres­
sion of all difference of treatmen t between members and assishnts. 

5. Reports on t.he propag<~nda amongst peasants and amongst seaworkers 
(sailors, fish ermen, and port workmen or dockers) . 

6. Is there need to fouud ;:in i11ternatiorntl Federation, represented by a, 
statistical Bureau, which will occupij itself wit h the development of labor 
organisat ions? 

So far as eoncerns the Eleventh National (French) Trade Union 
Congress (the Fifth of th e Confederation) and the Eighth Congress of 
Labor Exchanges, only French organisations are invited to prepare 
the Agen~a paper. They should send us their propositions along with 
those relating to the Internation'\l Congress, and tl1At as soon as pos­
sible. 
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G ER~AN ·S.OCI~L)lE~OORACY &~E~ J~&RN:STEIN. 

~ernstein's particular standpoint was alr~ady .explained in ~ letter 
addressed by him to last year's Congress, held at Stuttgard· (October 
189'8) ; bu~ the discussion assumed no great proportions. An article 

_by F. Domela _Nieuwenhuis on this Congress in L'Humanite Nouvelle 
(Paris ,' April 10, 1899) is well worth reading. Early in }899 Bern­
stein published his book, and since that time a brisk discussion has 
been going on, by arti9Jes ;:t:qd pamphLets. ; . the hardest .,,opposi.tion 
came from Polish and,,.. Russian S0cial Demecrats, 5.' .Parvms,' Miss 
Luxemburg, Plekhanov. Meanwhile, the principal "father of the 
church" of Marxism, Karl Kautsky, was hard at work until a few 
weeks before the Hanover Congress, when he published an elaborate 
refutation of Bernstein (Bernstein and the Social DemoC?_·atic P1·og1·arn, 
in German, Stuttgard, VIII ., 195 pp.) Kautsky follows Bernstein 
step by step, and demolishes to his satisfaction almost every assertion 
of Bemstein, word by word . 

He deals minutely with Bernstein's repudiation of the dogma of 
the concentmtion of capital, and he-and Behel at the Congress­
quotes many statistics in favor of the old dogma. I confess for my­
self that this question, so far as actual p1·oof by statistics is concerned, 
;remains open to me. Statistics are unsatisfactory proof in many 
serious questions: we are often too prone to accept those favorable 
to our hypothesis without the fullest critical examination and closest 
inspection, reasoning away the importance only of those which con­
tradict our argument. 'This criticism and weighing of statistics is 
done with great skill by Kautsky and Behel; but might, no doubt, 
be overthrown by a still clos;er examination on the part of Bernstein. 
·For the distance between statistics and real · life is enormous, and . 
permits ever so many possibilities of plausible explanation. The re-
sult is often, as in this case, satisfactory only to the invest.igator. 
himself. 

The importance of this question for the prospect of revolution 
seems to me to be overrated . To say that if the number of capital­
ists increases the revolution will never come, seems to me as absurd 
as to expect the automatic downfall of the present system by the ex­
tinction of ind_iviclual capitalists as a consequence of the concentration 
of capital. \Vhat really matters is not the number of capitalists, but 
that of persons--comprising the vast numbers of overseers, foremen, 
ma:nager£ , etc.--whose interests,be it only in appearance even, are 
d!videcl from those of the workers. I believe that as long as one 
single c11pitalist exists he will try, by the offer of a superior remun­
eration, to divide his WOl'kers into two classes and to profit by their 
disco1·d. So a struggle will have to be gone through in any case, be 
the number of actu!ll possessors of wealth large or small. Capitalism 
is as ripe for destruction today as it ever was and ever will be, if 
only the workers themselves felt disposed to attack it seriously. 

'l'he possibility of this serious attack depends on the ispread of ideas 
and on the re\'Olutionary spirit. This begins to be recognised, and 
Bernstein's criticism of the Mate1·ialist Conception of History (follow­
ing upon that of W. 'l'cherkesov) is a symptom of tha growing lack 
of couf:idence in purely economic development as a motive power of 
revo1ution . . Such criticism is, by the way, already met with in some 
of the writings of Michael Bakourtine, who, whilst accepting Marx's 
theory to a large .extent, yet says, speaking for instance of religions: 
'' I think that all religions were but the posterior sanction of facts 
already accompfo;hed. Once established as systems by human con­
science and as official institutions ~f society religions become, undoubt­
edly, themselves the cause of new facts and of new political and 
social relations which, in the course of th eir flll'ther development, in 
the end modify and often even destroy· the original religion or trans­
form it into another religion which-whilst being ·appa1·ently the 
negation of the preceding one-is in reality, at least in this neg,1tive 
way, nearly always its product" (1868). And again, writing in 1872: 
''He ( ~Iarx) does not take into consideration the other elements of 
history, such as the evident reaction of political, legal and religious 

• irn;titutions upon the economic situation," . . .. (fully printed- in La · 
Societe N oiivelle, July 1894:, pp. 24-5; s. Life of Bakou?J,ine, note 2421 ). · 

Kautsky's book, then, and Bebel's six hour speech were the most 
seri~us weapons u:-ed to defend the old M~trxist position. Behel 
stramed every 11erve that Marxism might die game, an d may often 
have scored ag:Linst Bernstein, which does not imply, however, that 
he was right it viewed from a broader, liber·tarian i.-;tandpoint. 

He .afil1.·rnetl t Le pr·ogre~sive evolution of the party as shown by 
the l'8Ject10n of lotJg che1·ishecl dogmas in the comse of t ime, such as: 
the iro11 law of wages, labor the source of all wealth, a ll other parties 
form a compact mass of reactionists, and the demand for State-sup­
ported co-operative associations. W hat Bernstein put forward had 
been sai~ by bou1·geois and also by Socialist \vriters for many years. 
Marx himself, he maintains, was aware of the numerical growth of 
capi talists side by side with the co11centration witnessed in actual 
indust1·ial production; "with the accumulation of capital the number 
of capitalists more or less increasei.:;," a1·e Ma1·x's words (Ccipital, vol. 
I.). Incidentally, Bebel mentions the <n·owing necessity fo1· intensive 
~ultiv~tion in agriculture (Protokoll, p.

0

l04) . The tbeo1-y of i11 creas-
1~g m1s~r_y does not, accord ing to Ma1·x, exclude the growth of rebel­
h o1:1s sp1nt, of .combinations and organisation among the workers by 
which ec?nomic concessions are forced from the bourgeoisie. Behel 
agrnes with Bernstein that the clas~ struggle pl'Oceeds in milderf01·ms 
~a rather optimistic view in the presence of massacres of strikers, 

·• immense lockouts, exceptional laws, etc.!), but maintains that class 
contrasts become sharper and are more acutely felt. He considers 

the worki~g classes t o be fully prepared to take over product~ve .in­
dustry themselves, and rejects -B.ernstein's deprecatory arid d1sc0ur­
agi~g remarks to the contrary. '·'A fighting party, he said, w~nts: 
to win and.for this it requires enthusiasm, the spirit of sacrifice 
and of fight.; these -are taken away if artificial stress is laid on diffi­
cult.ies on all hands, if we are constantly told : "be cautious; do be­
have nicely; be good children in order not to frighten the dear middle· 
classes," etc. This sounds right enough, and Behel, being in good 
strain, sweeps away the "ethical" arguments against expropriation, 
ending with words: "so .,we Etand-by expropriation; this we won't 
·give up" (storms of applause). 

But, _as usual, he instantly turns round and proceeds: "We ne.ed. 
not use force." .... "It is not the revolutionists who bring about 
revolutions, btit this is always done by the reactionists" (great a.E?­
plause ), etc. This double-faced talking is the essence of German 
Social Democratic propaganda, and Behel emphasises this in saying 
later on : " I repeat that we are essentially a revolutionary party. 
This does not mean that we should rejeet reforms when we can get 
them. This is proved by our program: not in vain this p1·ogmrn,. 
contains a p1·incipal and a pmctical pa1·t': (Hear, hear!), P?·ot. p. 125. 
And Dr.'David (Bernstein's champion) said shortly after: "By what· 
means do we try to stir up the masses at election time? Quite in­
stinctively, without renouncing Socialist principles, we are led to­
insist mainly on practical, famil~ar, palpable advantages." This 
speaker considers the shortening of the hours of labor as " expro­
priation" because it deprives the capitalist of the right to make use 
of his machinery for profit after certain hours; upon which Mrs. 
Zetkin ironically decla;r.ed the muzzling of· dogs to be Socialism also 
in the Davidian sense, because it reduced the rights of property. I 
mention these examples to show the continuous juggling with word~,. 
the misuse of" revolution,"" expropriation," etc., for quite indiffereqt 
or-reactionary measures. The principal a:nd the p1·actical part of the 
program, excluding each other 'to every friend of logic, present ample 
opportunities for such tricks. · 

Behel proposed a le:pgthy resolution, dech1.ring that no chang.e in 
principles or tactics was necessary, expressing platonic sympathy 
with Co-operation and adniitting the principle of temponwy alliances 
with bon1·geois pa1·ties fo1· electionee1·ing pur·poses to obtain an exten­
sion of political rights and social refor;ms. 

A .long debate followed. ·· Dr. David, of Mayence, stood up for 
Bernstein; Liebknecht was hardest against him, and many others 
brought their little bundle of wood to enlarge the .heretic's stake. 
But there was, :;i,fter all, little $pirit in these attacks; most seemed 
impelled by an uneasy conscience to explain - painfully that things 
were not quite so bad with them (in the matter of retrograde tactics) 
as Bernstetn had depicted, and. cheered each . other up in this way. 

This went on in a dull way until the real masters of the party, the 
cynics Vollmar and Auer, two Bavarians, com;ideFed that their turn 

. had come. Vollmar is the chief of the Bavarian Socialists, the recent 
allies of the Clerical party, and Auer is the quasi pe1~manent secre·· 
tary of the Berlin executive of the party, a man who is of decisive 
influence in so rriany of the personal and financial questions that 
affect the hundreds of editors, printers, pat-ty officials, etc., all ov~r 
the north of Germany. Where Auer's power ends, that of Vollmar, 
the southern leader begins; and vice ve1·sa. These two men are un­
scrupulous politicians who care not two straws for principles no1· the 
idols mentioned by tradition or prestige. When Auer, dragging in 
private conversations, ridiculed Bebel's prophecies, Bebel retaliated 
by revealing the dreadful fact that Auer had called Marx and Engels 
"popes" in private conversation also, and in his speech at the Cofil­
gress Auer spoke of the (Marxist) "fathers of the church." He 
also said : . "I Ci1.nnot get on with the dialectical method and the way 
all these things are de::;cribed ; black there becomes white and white 
becomes. black, and in a higher sphere a grey .mixture results from 
them which leaves you in blank amazement." . ... "I am no Marxist," 
he had said before, "in the sens) in which the l\farxi~t fathers of the 
church have developed that thing up till now, those fathers of the 
church to which Bernstein belonged fol' all tqest.·· yea1·s.'1 "But," he 
said, letter on, "this ~ wh~tt I am : I am an enthusiastic adherent 
of the doctrines of Marx and Engels as far as my intellect could 
grasp them." 

Vollmar sneered at the customary attacks against the reactionary 
wing of the party: himself, A_uer, Schippel, W. Heine, Bernstein. 
"The stake was already prepared; but the ma.tehes wonld not catch 
.fire, and force was lacking to throw them on the stake ." "Year by 
year I am placed on the proscl'ibed list; but up till now this has 
been good tor my health. I am not at a ll complaining." Thus spoke 
the man who, last year, said that the Paris workers of the time of 
the Commune would have done better by going to sleep than by 
proclaiming the Commune of Paris! He concluded by scarcely veiled 
threats against the stickle1·s for dogmas, those who insist on adherence 
to principles ( P?·otokoll, p. 216). . 

These two men behaved at the congress l rke Brennus did nt Rome: 
V re victis I Auer, who sports rough Jang uage, s1i.id that he had writ­
ten to Bernstein : " Dear Ned, you are an ass ; fo1· such things [as are 
expressed in Bernstein's book J ewe not said bu,t clone,''(p . 208) meaning: 
be as reactionary as you like in practice, only keep up appe<trances 
in public ntte l'ances. 

And he played out the trump up his sleeve when he collclnded his 
speech with an extract from a lette1· of Berusteiu's-nsicg more 
polite language in return-saying: "Dear friend .Auer, with the 
usual necessary grain of salt I shall vote fo1· Bebel's 1·esolution." 
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Under these circumstances Bebel's resolution, intended to smash 
. up· Bernstein fop ever, was voted by 205 against 34 on the t~ird 
cfause, admitting alliances with bourgeois parties, and by 216 agamst 
:21 (vote on the entire test). The minority opposing the third clause 
mainly hailed from Berlin and sun~ounding districts. · 

So the affa.ir ended, to use a German expression, like the Horn­
.. berger Schiessen, or, to use a parallel, like the French Socialist Con­
g~ess heid at Paris in December, 1899, to decide on Mplerand's 
pa,rtic~pation in a French Ministry. O.ne resolution·, voted '?y some 
.800 against 600, repudfated the participation of Socialists m bo1;1r­
geuis Ministries; ah'd another resO"lution,. voted by the great maj0r·1ty 
.of,tthe Congress~ ·adfoitted this participatjon under exceptional' circui_n ~ 
stances; ·whicli will, of course, al ways lexist irl ·the minds of Min<ister1al 
.cah€lidateS'! · So '''the principle" was reaffirmed by a platonic resolu­
tia-n ; at the same time, the actua:l1 condu:ot of the offenders: against 
"the principle," Bermsteim. and• Milleran.d, remains unchalleged. 

'\y:hat .is the 1meaning of such .votes-with which the ,aceused him­
;Self, hear;tily concuh;ed,; ' !fs !Berns,tein did 'and 1.V.I.illerand might have 
dq~ie? Confining .mys~lf in, my further remarks to the German case, 
my opinion-based, not on a knowledg~ of what m,;:iy have occurred 
-behind the scenes, but on a general observation of the party for some 
_years past-is about as follows : · 

1 

" Bernsteinism," in, the s~nse of pal~ry refoqn worlf, electioneering 
alliances and the horror of revolutionary action, is practised all along . 
in tne German movement since its origi.n. Liebknecht arid others 
ins·ulted :riearly every -revolutibnist ;' Bebel aqvocated a Rus$ian war; 
Sdiippel voted for the new guns ; V ollµiar wo-qldi have t:he Paris 
Communard:-1 sent to sleep ai:id helped the Clerica·1 party into power 
in · Bava1·ia, by t:tlil . electoral alliance, etc. T.he mm·e ;eill this is done, 
. howeve·r, the ,:zess people ·lilce it tallced about; and so Bernstein-after 
praising the revolutionary energy of the party for 25 ye~ws and being 
very popular-became the .most h,ated man in the party when he finally. 
said: \Ve ure all doing i·eforme1s' work ; let us, then, give up revo­
lutiona1·y b .uguage and c.;;dl. ourselves what we indeed are: ctJ pa1·ty of 
Democratic refor·'mers. The poqr man did not know that in Social 
Democrntic politics, as in modern society, the more a thing is true 
the less it must be mentioned! So he' blurted out the ' open secret, · 
.hitherto revealed only by Anarchists, with delightful nai:vete. 

Once ::;aid it could not be unsaid; some were quick to make the 
tbest of it, a.nd others will follow. I mean that, with the best per­
.sonal intention·, no doubt, he i1)ev1tably became the cipologist of 1·ecw­
tiona'!'"!J Socictlisni which has all along existed and prompted hii,; own 
.action. He fur'nished a textbook to the reactionists in his party, 
who, henceforward, need no longer be ashamed (on public occasions) 
.of their acts, but can with a bold front refer their critics, the old 
id~alists, to Bernstein. There is little power for good and consider­
.abte power for evil in his book ; for the party is l:>y its composition, 
,constitution and principles unable to .carry out to any extent the 
more sensible economic propositions of Bernstein (Co-operation, etc.) 
but it may sink far deeper in the mud of 'polit·ics, Impe1·icilism, etc., 
proposed by Bernstein. It cost him nothing to accept the uncolored 
and quite formal resolution, evidently the only one which this Con­
gress would have accepted without the danger of a split, the dread 
of many, coming much nearer,, For it .is no longer da1·ed to proclaim 
independent political action ot to reject bourgeois alliances. 

The same r enunciation of independent political action was the out­
come of the Parit-> Congress, the largest and ,most representative of 
.all se~tions of Parliamentary Socialists held in France (Dec. 1899). 

This, then, means the failure of independent politiccd action by the 
.State Socialist parties of France and Germany. And the step they 
. take in consequence of this is not a step forward out of the dirt of 
politics, but a step backward right into the bourgeois camp-election­
.eering alliances in Germany, participation in Galliffet's Ministry in 
France. 

l'his shows that these parties, as such, have no fresh spirit in them, 
.are rotten and doomeQ.. 

Marxism, the principal embodiment of t.hese tactics, falls to pieces 
everywhere, and the withered forms of its last believers-Liebknecht, 
Behel, Kautsky and a few others-look almost pathetic as the sun 
.sets on them and their time is over. The rest, the bulk of the party, 
the labor politicia,ns become bourgeois politicians again. This decay 
is foevitable and fatal; and .Bernstein, the apologist of Social Demo­
cratic degeneration, is the merest episode in this evolution. 

A hopeful sign is that economic movements, trade unionism and 
co-operation, here and there free themselves from their connection 
with Socialist politic:s, a copnection which on the continent is closer 
even than here. But much remains to be done. 

011r own conviction of Anarchism ca,n but be strengthened · by 
1these spectacles, and our field of action becomes larger as many cannot 
but be disillusioned in the end by this evolution backwa1 d . Our 
old criticisD,1 of Social Democrntic principles and tactics is fully justi-­
fied by these events. We wish only that out propagan da would 
rce.eive so much direct support as it is indirectly supported by this 
series of facts and by so many other factis we see when looking around 
as the ol.1tcome of authority-the root of all misery! N. 

Dec. 9, 1899. 

-" Free Society " An Exponent of Anarchist-Communism, 
• 2 36 Clinton Pk., Sa~ Francisco~ Cal. U.S.A, 

Agent fol' Free Society 's publicatiods: T. CAKTWELL, 127 Ossnlston Street, 
. London, N. W. 

SOME NORTHERN NOTES . 

Propnganda continues t o be slack everywhel'e in the north of Eng· 
' land, unless indeed, we except Leeth. The only wol'k to be heard of 
lately from Manchester hns been a lectnre by P. J. Ke~ly to the South 
Salfot·d S.' D. F. on Ana1·chism and Ot·ganisation . Barton ha.s bee.Il . 
having good crowds to hel}r him in Sh~ffield, and although on one OC"' 

casion th~.)! were vei·y rowdy -in consequence of his anti-Jingo utterances, 
he has succeeded in creating a good impression. \ 

The- Leeds g,rol}p have been keeping the meetin.gs up very regular~y 
and altliough suffe'i-ing from that_common complaint-lack of speakers­
have maintained ,the 1interest of, the erowd. On October 1, they held a 
mass demonstration against War whid1 turned out to be the most sue• 
cessful and orderly meeting held in this part of the country on that 
matter. This is certainfy a plume in the group's hat. 'f~13 ·Liberal 
meetings, held all over the place and at great expense, have been with­
out exception most miserable fiascoes; but 'our meeting, ~itli the Anarch· 
ist as opposed to Qapitali;'it ~Bd ,Imperialist. spir.it put plainly, enthused 
the workers, for there was a c<mci~ete exposition of-a-social state based 
upon their interests, compared w~th a condition of things based upoµ. 
their misery and degradation. Liberal hypocrisy might be howled 
down, and Tory bluntness cheei·ed fo!· on the spur of the moment, but 
in their calm and dispassionate mood they lcnew th~t we were right. Out ., 

1 
of a, crowd of about 2,000 folk only 16 voted against the resolution. 
This meeting has done us a lot of g·ood in the town and since our meet­
ings have been well attended and enthusiastic. The group's annual 
Ball was held on Nov. 19, and was a success in more senses than on~. 
Profit was made which will provide the sinews for a good winter's­
work . 

Thornhill Lees, a maO:ufacturing and colliery village near Dewsbury1 , 

noted for its colliery explosions and for the notorious " Oliver " · conspi­
racy under the despicable Castlereagh regime, was invaded for the first 
time by Anarchism on .Sunday the 13th October. MacQueen spoke on 
Communism and Anarchism. The ideas were exceptionally well received 
and some very intelligent discussion elicited. . 'l'he chairman, who was 
a Yankee, gave sorne interesting iq.formatiori about Emma Goldman, 
whose faine has thus tr'avelled bt:fore her . 

Councillor Fred Brocklehurst has been lecturing to the Moss side 
(Manche8t;p1·) SocinJist Society upon "Individualism". He confined 
his remarks mainly to a criticism of Iudividualist and Communist 
Anarchism. It certainly is a sign of the times when these form impor­
tant enough subjects for politicians to talk about aud I suppose we 
have to be grateful. But, unfortunately, Brocklehurst has been drawing· 
upon his imagination largely. Who told him, for instance, that Kro--­
potkin has said that "we would have to progress through Social Demo­
.cracy ,to Anarchism " ? 

Hull at one tirrie was the centre of a pretty vigorous propaganda, 
both in English and German. Unfortunately owing to some local 
bother, Club Libe!'tY got broken up and the comrades since have had 
no place to' meet and consequently have go~ scattered all over the place. 
Many of them are seafarers, and that makes it much worse. However1 

a few o'f the comrades have been met and talked to at the instance of 
the Leeds Group; and a meeting was arranged for Nov. 29 tb see whati 
can be done in the way of starting some English propaganda again. 
Seeil'lg that there are some fifty comrades there it should not be :h 

difficult task. · · W. M. 

In durance and endurance . 
Untwining my Laafs tresses 

In th·e depth of my prisrm cell, 
I sigh for hee sweet caresses-

.And hear but her funeral kn ell r 
Her locks are but limp and tangled, 

And dead as the corpses) skein; 
But) though by the ruffian mangled, 

We will l>ind them up again! 

I long for the light to glisten 
Once more in her glorious eyes; 

I long for mine ears to listen 
To those lispings of love we prize; 

I lung for my lip s to harvest 
That honey which cures all pain: 

Though t oday in this dungeon thou stal'vest_, 
We shall sjp at that fount again! . 

0 fonls) with your ~tone-built bottle! 
0 clowns, with your clanking chain! 

Do ye think that t hought ye can throttle? · 
Do ye deem that truth 'is slain? 

Do ye dream fair F reedom falters, 
With her daunt.less deathle·ss brain? 

Ye may tighten t en million h al ters) 
She wi ll leap to life again ! 

Lo'l'HROP WITHINGTON. 

Milbank Peniten t1ary) July, 1890 . 
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NOTES. 
STA'fIS'l'lCS UP TO DATE . . 

We think there is a great field open for the E--tatisticians if 
th£y would onl:y av11.il th@mselves of it. They have told u.s how 
~ong_ tbe pooe h ve , or ra ther how young they die; how pauper­
ism rncreases, and so on. But we wa.nt to know something 
u~ore than .t i 1 ~1t: we want to know what the poPr man pays for 
h·1s fo od, his cloth e!:;, l ;$ house in proportion to what the rich 
man pays. 
. This is nnt so 1::asy t~ c0mput~ as it m::iy appear. Take, for 
instance, th . ~ poor man s lq at. He ma,y pay a halfpenny or even 
a penny les ; per quartern than · the rich man; but how much 
ha,~e we gnt to derluc;t for adtdteration in estimating the physio­
logical value of the. bread. An_d so. with all foodstuffs supplied 
tb e p_oor; th2 loss rn adulterat10n is enormous, and is still for­
t be~ rn_cre?'sed by the short weight given. , . 

Agarn, if \Ve could learn the utility to the rich man of his 
good cloth, and the w0a.r the poor rnan gets out of the shoddy 
clothes of the slop shops, we should probably have another in­
t~resting compa rison. 

B_ut it is whe_n w~ come to the que:i>tion of rent that our indig­
nation would rim lughest at the astonishing results. In Cats 
Meat Square a littl~ girl d_ies. of ~onsumption. 'l'he parents are 
so poor that the farmly ~f. six hve m one room, and at the inquest 
we ar6 told these cond1t10ns brought about the child's death. 
And no wonder; for the room they occupied measured ten 
feet sq~are_! fnd for this they pai~ 4/6 ~er week rent. And 
what au did tney ~re?.the, what sunlight did they get for their 
m_oney. If som~ kii;id pei:::;ou who is in a posit.ion to do so will 
give us the_ cubic chrrenswns !'l.nd 11the annual Hmtal of a Hyde 
Park mans10n . we shall be able to maim a calcLdation that will 
puint a very startling moral, and will perhaps help to explain 
why at the present momen t so many poor people are shouting: 
'' R ule Bl'itannia ! " 

" UFF rro ·rHE FRON'r.)) 
!~r b~ _it f~·o1~ us to deer~ the man_ifes~ation of the voluntary 

spirit which rn t11nes of national peril may prove the greatest, 
nay, the only resource, as happened in France in 1793 when as 
Carlyle say~ , San i;;culotti~rn kept Europe at bay. But, reaiiy, 
the n auseatrng nonsense enacted (Wer the departure of the 
yeoma nry and volunteers . for the front(?) is approaching. the 
grotesque. 

Men "':ho were sincere and were fio·htino· in a good cause 
would nnt need the f:ulsouie adulation 

5
of tb~ ye] low press and 

fr_ee seats at t he music h_alls t_o cheer them nn their way. How 
~l:fferent t n .th~ ~ ter~, srncer1ty and simplicity with which t he 

young Garibn.ldrn.ns left these shores to fight for the freedom 
of Italy! 

The fac t is, these thuughtless fellows are infected with the 
vul~ar patr iotism o.f the Jingo p~·ess, and fight for no principle, 
n o ideal. P erhaps they hope without mDch risk to get a little 
excitement out of this briga·nds' wae. . 

The whole business is a piece of middle class humbu·o· and as 
• . . 0 ' 

such, is more closely alli ed to Barnum'£ show than anything elsie. 

THE LoNDoN CouN'rY CouNCIL AS LANDLORD . 
. Son::e evictions have just taken taken place in Somers Town 
rn which the L .C.C. came out in i t s true colors as a l andlord 
and in w~ich_ we note,_ by the way, that Lady H enry Somerset; 
th~ g ood philanthropist, the good Christian, the good every­
thrng, had some r esponsibility. 

In ~he pouring rain this morning hel).rtbr ca ki11g evi ction sceu;;s were wit-
n_essed lll. Somers Town . The_ p~·emise s from which th e te11ants \r r. r e forcibly 

.eJected aie known.as Yo1:k Bu1lJ rngs, Chnrchw;i y. Seven famili rs, w11o between 
them mustered thnty eh ilJreri, were turned into the street in t he raiu bv a bro -
ker acti.ug for t l1e L. C. C. • 

When the Star 'J.lfon visi t ed the sceHe the children wer e huddled together 
sheltering from the rain in the outhouses which the broker left open. Their 
parents were supposed to be looking for loclgings, and the little ones some of 
them infants in arms, were crying with cold and hunger. It was a pitiful sight, 
and no one seemed to worry abou t them among the busy passers-by in Enston-rd. 

Their parents had received numerous eviction n otices, and had paid no rent 
for the last tw elve mouths . 

A little while ago Lord Rosebery was sighing for a tyrant 
who would put things in order and then have. his head off; ig­
noring the fact tha,t tyrant.s reverse the case by putting things 
in disorder and then cutting the l::eads off other people who 
protest . . Well, are we not fast developing this tyrant in the 
Count,y Council? Only this is a hydra-headed tyrant and, if 
heads are to fall, amongst them will be that of John Burns and 
other worthy "labor leaders," who have got on the Council to 
fight the cause of the disinherited! • And the excuse will be 
that the scene enacted· above was done in the "public interest.'' 
After this we can afford to ignore the pharisaism and hypocrisy 
of the C hristian, Lady Somerset, who is not ashamed to take 
slum rents-~hen she can get them. · 

VICTIMS OF "PEACE." ' 
Whilst the war in . South .A'.fric:.i is clai.ming its full share of° 

victims, t.he economic war (which we shall alwD.ys have with 
us while we have capitalism) does not fail to supply instances 
of its barbaric c;ruelty, just a::; avoidable under sane conditions 
as the hloody battles in the Transvaal. 

Albert Chalfant found life too hard with a wife and three 
·children and 19 /l 0 to keep them with. Some say he had more; 
. but, ln'ore or less, it was not enough with that insatiable shark, 
the landlord, claiming seven shillings of it for two rooms. 
Driven to de~pair by his hopeless position-for he 'Yas an em­
ployee of the Battersea Vest,ry, and we expect all who work for 
them leave hope behind-he killed first t.he baby, at the mother's 
request, theu b~s wife and himself. Of course, the political 
econrmist, blind tn the true mora I of th e case, will tell us: "Ah! 
but he married at eighteen, the young foo,l ! so what can you 
expect?" \iVhr , that a man has as much right to live if he mar­
ries at eighteen a~ if he marries at eighty-perhaps more; and 
that in any case 19/10 a week (the vital point in the whole 
question ! won't go any further at one age than it will at the 
ot~er. And if you want to carry the question of responsibility 
still further, what about the Church or the State (whichever it 
n:ay have beon) that in considerati0n of a certain payment 
"legally" made them man and wife without caring one brass 
hutton wha~ their fu~ure was to be? So it goes on where 
·' eve"r_ything is for the best in the best of all possible worlds." 

THINKlNG AND OBEYING ! 
"Captain, what do you think," I asked, 
" Of the part ynur soldiers play 1 

The captain answered : "I do not think.­
I do not think-I obey." 

"Do you think you should shoot a patriot down 
And help a tyrant slay?" 
Th e captain answered, "I do not think­
I do not think-I obey." 

"Do you think that your conscience was m eant to die 
And your brains to rot away ! " 
The captain auswereJ, "I do not think­
.I do not think-I obey." 

"'rhen if this is your soldier's code," I cried, 
"You're a mean, uw1ianly crew, 

And with all your feathecs and gilt and braid 
I am mere of a man thau you. 

"For whatever my lot on earth rnay be, 
Auel whether I swim or sink, 
I .can say with p ridP, ·I llo NOT obey­
! do NOT obey--1 th iu k ! '" 

EitNl!!ST H . Cn.osRY,. in 1'he Oonse1·va.for. 

The above poem h as Lec--n quoted in more than one of the 
American radical j ournals . It was inspired by the American 
campaign against the Filipinos; but it could well be read by 
those who have gone to be starved, poisoned and slaughtered in 
Sonth Africa for the benefit of Rhod es, Beit, Eckstein, Albu and 
Co . A leaflet, entitled The Wo 1rlcers and the W eir, has been 
issued by the Discussion Group, dealing with the war from t he 
workers' point of view ; samples are sent with FRlllEDOM th:is 
month, and may be obtained from this office at 6 a Id:, 12 for 
lid., 1 s. per 100 or 8/6 per 1)000, post free . . 

The Social Democrat of Januar_y i s responsible for the state· 
ment that sweating exists iri. the Preedom office. It is perhaps 
barely worth while asking the editor to contradict this lie as 
Social Democrats are not, as a rule, given to telling the truth 
about Anarchists or Anarchism; but j u case the excuse is made 
that they have been misled, we must remind them that the least 
the.r can do is to make sure that the sources of their information 
a re clean and honest. 
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We have received from Messrs. Swan, Sonnenschein & Co. 
Herbert Burrows) essay ou Zola) which we shall notice in our 
next issue. 

Our readers will by this time be aware of the publication in 
t~o volumes of Kropo.tkin)s Autobiography of a R evolutionist) 
a work of absorbing interest to the ma.jocity of readers) Anarch­
ist or not. Some excellent and exceedingly sympathetic reviews 
have already appeared in the English press. · 

GOVERNMENT AND MORALITY. 

On December 16 the Government made another raid on the 
Umversity Press at W atfor_d. They seized 486 copies of" The 
Psychology of Sex n by Havel_ock Ellis;) 35 co.pies. of J~ffrey 
Mortimer's "Chapters on Human Ijove) and 7 copies of The 
Old and The ·New Ideal)) by our friend Ruedebusch. From 
some obscure and forgotten pigeon-hole they produced an ancient 
fossil entitled " Government Medical Referee for London,') who, 
we understand) -repudiates the doctrine. of evoluti0n an.d dis­
puted with Braidlaug~ the consequent drnappearance of his god. 
This wiseacre) Dr.· L10nel Beale by name) pronounce4 the books 
"unnecessary)) from a medical standpoint and." obsce?-e" from r 

a moral standpoint. The monstrous hypocrisy whrnh could 
take an oath on The Bible to that effect needs no further 
co~ment. T. C. 

RESPONSIBILITY AND SOLIDARITY 
in the labor s~ruggle: 

THEIR PRESEN'l' LIMITS AND THEIR POSSIBLE EXTENSION. 

(111le suhstcmce of a pape1· 1·ead o?i Decembe1· 5, 1899, bef01·e the 
F1·eedom D iscuss'ion G1·onp, London by M. Nettlau.) 

The following remarks, based on an article · published by me in 
F1·eedorn, November i897, must not be understood as wishing to re­
place direct Anarchist proi:iag.rnda. by ~ "rerr~edv or a "hobby," they 
simply raise a geue~«Ll subJect ·which has been, as far as I know and 
am told; neglected up till now: the possibility ot some ne,.\r form and 
combination in the labor struggle; a nd I am anxious for Anarchist 
criticism, which, apart from the general possibility has to examine 
whether' the means suggested are on the road to freedom or the con­
trary; consequently, whether they mel'it the support of Anarchists 
or not. , 

Progress in the la.bor movement seems to me t9 be desperately 
slow after all. The -ideas that to u.s appear so cl~ar, self-evident and 
acceptable, of ten meet with such an amount of prejudice and ignorance 
that it may be doubtful whether great masses will ever consciom.ly 
and seriously accept them unless they see before them real changes, 
or at least object lessons on the largest scale. And even where such 
,object lessons already exist to a certain degree, when the economic 
solidarity of labor- is demonstrated not by the propaganda of free 

· ideas but by direct material advantages, however small they are-as 
in the case of trade unionism and co-operation-the real bulk of the 
masses does not get in propei· touch with them in spite of a century's 
.agitation and propaganda. 

Whether this pessimistic view is justified or not, the usefulness of 
finding new means, if possible, of strengthening the position of labor 
will not be conte;:,ted; and many permanent or passing means of 
.action have been sugg~sted, ·a nd even tried, during late years : such 
as the genei·al strike, the mili ta1·y st?·ike, the international niine1·s' 
sti·i lce , the march of unemployed or strikers toward the capital (in 
America and recently in France), the Sabotage (slow and spoiled 
work, "go canny," advocated in Fi·ance ), 'etc. Efforts are also made 
to use orga,nised b .bor or the working classes as producers and con­
.su mers for direct economjc action, viz., a combination of Trade 
U nionism and Co-operation, co-operative colonies, the labor exchange 
,(t he American expression for th8 direct exchange of the pl'oducts of 
labOUL') etc. And it i:; in this connection that I venture to suo·gest 
-some ot her means still. The position of Anarchists towa,rds it~ can 
only be the same as towards the other means just mentioned, na mely 
practical help when possible , but no deviation from the propaga nda. 
of our full a nd ultimate aims of free .men in a free society . 

What is wanted, besides the direct intellectual propaganda of An- . 
archis~ ideas a.nd re::tl revolut ionary action which is independent of 
all p reliminary discussion, seems to be tha t large a nd increasing 
masses of t he people ::;hould be brought to understand and embrace 
the principle of hu man dignity and fi·eedom and of solidari ty and try 
to live up to these pr inciples. It is further necessai·y that the inse­
parab le connection of both pr inciples be r ecognised ; for the fif'st 
princip le alone, if suped icia.lly interpreted, m<ty lead to indi vid ualist 
self-seeking , rnckless ad vance on the shoulder of our fellows, whilst 
solida rity wit hout personal dignity a nd freedom is just what we see 
aro:i nd us tod::ty n.nd whn.t hn r ts us rtt Pvery moment-the solidarity 
of the compact major ity with the worst fea.tures of the PL'esent sys­
tem : c1rn1pet it ion, pa,tt-iot ism, r eligion, political parties, etc Couse­
quentl_v, a full a nd conscious combination of the feelings of freedom 
Rnd solidarity i::; n ece:;::;ary, a 11d people advaneed th LLS fal' will be 
more .wclined. t o accept ou1· icle;.1,s, n ay, more ctble to understand 

them than many strata of the pop ulation t odl1y. So I think I m a.y 
be righ t iu fixing this as a c1·ite1 i on, a t o11c" ,.. t,one of po::-Ri ble means 
of act ion; au d me:rns of action whi ch do 11u c c -rnte 111J to it ou ,~ ht to 
be iw 111·oved upon. 

Before entering on my subject pl'oper, I must state my opinions 
on two snbjects about .which I am, I believe, a heretic from t:n l'rent 
economic creed::; and, in any case, from the usual arguments in agita­
tion. My further conclusions will be based upon these two pndim­
inary points 

One of them deals with what is called the publ1:c, and my belief is 
that this factor is too little taken into consideration in labor struggles,. 
The workers of a trade are organised and fight hard for the better­
ment 0f their economic positions; the employers of labor do the same 
and . may be forced, by successful strikes or by the power of a strong 
trade union, to· make concessions to labor. But the consumers of 
the products of that trade are, as a rule, not organised at all, do no~ 
thing to get thefr interest efficiently served and at the s~allest pos-

. sible cost; and hence it is only natural that the capitalists endeavoui­
to and succeed in gettin~ almost the full price of their concessions 

' ' v ,_/ . to labor back from the buying pubhc. Labor, so far as ·r know, takes 
no interest in this, the final settlement of the struggle. So prices 
go up or the quality of the product becomes inferior: and the public 
pays the cost of the concessions wrung by labor from ca:pital, as tbe 
weakest party necessarily must. . 

Now, '\vho are the public~ All consumers, of course; but for the 
present purpose I may divide them into tw,o sections: those wi_!h 
lct1·ge incomes whom· the fluctuations of prices do not seriously affec:t 
(and · they may be-left out of consideration here_), and the i~men~e 
mass of lesse1· and srnall incomes whom the slightest alterat10n in 
prices inconveniences or really hurts, deprives and drags further 
down . Considerable numbers of these may cheerfully \bear th(:\ neW' 
burden the outcome of a successful strike of their fellow workers, 
either ~s convinced Socia.lists and Anarchists or from the instinctive 
feelinO' of solidarity and love of fair play that makes them the basis 
of our~hopes for a brighter future; but I feel that I should delud0 
myself if I shut my eyes to the fact that the great mass, not touched 
by progressive ideas and noble senti~ents (i~ they were, how could 
they bea1· with the present system~), feel no increase of sympathy 
fol' org1wised laboi· in such cases,· and re_mai~ dull, i~difterent, if n~t 
prejudieed and hostile, ' as · before. I 11nagrne, for rnstanc~~ tha~ if 
during a miners' strike the husband, say a la,borer, sympathises w1t.h 
the strikers and even williugly subscribes a few pence towards then• 
funds the wife-who has to make both ends meet as before on the 
same ~aO'es, with coal at . famine prices-will be far from sharing his 
sympath~ in many cases anJ. will not fail to bring this fact home t<J 
him, and so the feelings of both will neut_!'alise each other at the best ... 

StL·ikes of this kind, then, leave things unchanged ecronomically 
and morally, · even if the strikers be victorious. For the economie 
concessions are shifted by the c~pitalist on the shoulder8 of the b.ny­
ino- public, and are most bitterly felt by the mass of the workers the 
po~rer they are; and the moral elevation and enthusiasm of the 
strikers a.hd their sympathisers are balanced by the depression and 
dumb hostility of the masses remaining-who must really pay the 
bill. 

It would, therefore, be useful if means were found by which the 
public (the rnass of the w01·ke1·s) could be inte1·ested in a mate1·ial~ and',. 
not only in ci senti1nental way, cts well as the st1·ike1·s tliernselves. Once 
interested seriously their help may be enormous: as, besides sympathy 
and subscriptions, they can wield that most powerful weapon-the; 
boycott. 

This is the first of my two preliminary points. 
The second heretical opinion of mine concerns the 'responsibility o/ 

the w orke1·s fo1· the wo1·k they do. 'l'his responsibility is not recognised 
at present to any extent. It is customary to consider a man an hon­
est workingman if, he works for wages-neve1· rnind what he does., 
There :ls hardly any occupation which is shunned and execrated in 
an effective way, to make people seriously ashamed of it, however: 
mean and infamous it may be. Apart from the drastic example of 
tenders for the hangman's post, when we sometimes read that persot18' 
of all occupations come forward, workers and midd~e class,-:--is it not 
the height of the ambit ion of many to be a policeman, and are n ot. 
policemen as well as soldiers fed to a large extent by foolish wo men. 
of the people, poor slaveys and cooks? Soldiers, who in this countl'y 
enlist voluntarily, know that their usual occupation will not be t a­
defend " their country" which nobody attacks; but to repress o ;m 
after the other rebellions of poor, b~1dly armed natives, and t av 
do this as mercilessly as possible so that each rebellion be crusl;ied tu_ 
the beginning a nd may not spread. Young fello ws, then, ar e no~ 
ashamed t o enlist for th is contin uous police and hangma n'::; wo1 l~~ 
nor are the masses of the people ashamed to be friends with sol<lie.e~~ 
Again, 't here is never a sca1·city of brokers' men, r ent and tax c;nl­
lectors, hmd agents and t heir crowbarmen in Ireland, etc. Sl) - callt:t~ 
pu blic opinion, which t alks so much of humanity and civ ili~ation,, 
seem to overlook these fiends in our midst; and , if it t .tke::; notice u.f 
them ; it is t o commisera te t hem as it it not the fr f ault. 

I O'O fmther and say: whilst these scum of mankind e njoy lit.th~ 
popuJa1·ity after all with most people, nefarious t1·ades and OccupatiO'J'iS 
are carried on by much la rger bodies of men to whom no oue see u.!!( 
to take an objection.. I mean t he vast mass of workers who do tlM 
manual 'vvork in p roducing the 'lnfl?'io1· houses, infe1·i<Y1· clotkin,q. 'hye­
'n°orfood and so forth, which degrade the live~ . dl'a.g Ju\>" u,~, : 1 iwk~ 
a nd ruin t he bodies of · t heir· own fellow worke1 'S. W ho built thtJ> 

' I 
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slui;ns, an~--which is worse-who keeps them in a state that permits 
th.eir contmuou~ exploitation, by patching them up again and again 
with sham repairs? Who produces the shoddy clothes, the abomin­
able food and driuk which the poor alone buy? Who, finally, palms 
them off on the public, the poor-after others have made them wok 
brig?t outsi~~' if this trouble is taken at all-by any amount of per­
suas10n, plamly spoken by false pretences and lies? All this is done 
~though inspired by the the capitalists, no doubt, who alone profit by 
it) _by.large br·~nches of the hard working, respected and well organised 
?mldmg, textile and mercantile trades. This is repulsiv13 and revolt­
rng to me, and I see no excuse for it if no effort is ever made to re­
cognise and to admit the fact at all, much le,:;s to do away with it. 

At the bottom lays the old, indifferent saying: "I must do it; I 
cannot afford to pick my work. If I do not do it, somebody, else will. 
I do not profit by it; I would myself prefer to do really useful work. 
But I am, not 1·esponsible fo1· it: the 1·esponsibility rests on the ernploye1• 
wlw_ 01·de1·s rne to do as I do ." . · 

My .opinion is that as long as this shirking, mercenary excuse is 
'recognised cmd gene1·ally accepted, things must continue as at present 
a?-d a b~·ighter future will never come. Capitalists, ·according to this 
view, will always be able to hire one half of the w~)l·kers to repress 
the .other half. They will, moreover, continue to keep the bulk of 
the wor~ers i~ mental and physical degl'adation, weakened, void of 
energy, igi10~mg even most of the endless joys of life, through their 
dull, depressing surrnundings, the poorness of the food which builds 
up. t~eir bodies and brains. And the practical, manual work of doing 
this •is done by the \vorkers themselves-who suffer from it personally 
as well. a~ th.e rest. Direct murder, say by .soldiers who shoot strikers, 
and, this indirect murder by producing with their own toil the horrible 
sun undings, food, etc., which wreck their fellow workers-both 
actioJ:'.ls. are equaliy detrimental in their consequences and must be 
recogmsed as such before an improvement is to be thought of. 

'J'liis is what I call the responsibility of the workers for what they 
d?: And I further my that the absence of this feeling of. responsi­
bility degrades these workers themselves, as well as their victims. 
No one will deny that policemen and soldiers are de<Yraded and brut­
alised by their continuous exercise of professional m<~n-hunting, trea­
chery and murder on sight. I do not hesitate to say that the same 
happen:::; to woi·ken; who exercise crafts and trades based on deceit. 
'l'<-tke; for example, the plumbei· who continually makes people believe 
that he repa_ir:::; the ri11es a11d drain;; , yet never does such a thing, or 
the shop-a,ssistant who ::;rends the day in making people buy, not 
what th~y want, but what the shopowner wants to get rid of first 
because it brings the largest profit, or because it won't keep any 
longer. I do not think that the character of these men-honest 
h~q;l-w?r·king an? personally kind though they may be ·at the begin~ 
nm,g~1~proves m the long run and it is more likely to become callous 
ana i_uchfiereut thau free and enthusiastic. In the same way, the 
n~ult1tude of i:iroducen; of inferior and indifferent goods cannot pos­
sibly take an mterest in their work. But no man can live without 
such an iuterest in his work or his faculties will be stunned his .intel­
lect _will sh~·i?k and he will, ir: the end, become unable to grasp even 
the ideas of ~reedom and revolt, much less to act on them. Compare 
these ~rnn with those depicted by \Yiilliam Morris in the Revivc~l of 
Handicmft, Newsfi·orn Nowhe1·e, etc., and it becomes clear what I 
mean. 

So ~verybody is bound to be a victim of this, as the perpetrators of 
unsocial acts never fail to be victims thei·eof themselves. All work­
ingmen execra.te spies and informers; mo:st of them exec1ate black­
legs : unless this feeling is extended to all who do unsocial work wo1·k 
tlwt i~ i?1jU?·ious to thefr fellow men, I cannot see hope in the f ~ture. 

Th1:::1 . is the. second preliminary point, and I have at last arrived at 
*the mam subJect, which will be de<1.lt with more briefly as the ground 
has been cleared by these remarks. 

(To be concluded.) 

THE INTERNATIONAL, 
ITS PRECURSOR8, AND ANARCHISM. 

IX. 
Fou?;ie1· and the ': ecole societaire." 

Contempol'ary with Robert Owen and Saint Simon Charles Fourier 
lo~lrnd upon the socia~ problem in quite a different ~ay to these two 
t~1mkers . He was.neither an atheistic materialist and practical reformer 
hke Owen who arrived ~t. free communism through the analysis of sur­
plus value and t~e ?ond1tions .under which modern production- is carried 
on, nor yet.a ~hnstian preacl11n&, lik.e Saint Simon, universal co-operation 
and coll:ct1vism go:1er~1 ed by ~cient1sts. In his researches he took for 
fqu n.dat10n thr·e~ pr~nc1ples quite personal to himself,admirably conceived 
and rn our da.y Jnst1fied and demonstrated by inductive science Th . · · 1 . ese prrnc1p es may be formulated as follows : 

1. Ma~1 ~s gu~ded in his life not by this or that written "la.w;' whether 
of chvrne nght? Roma~ or metaphysica:l origin; but, in ieality, by 
the ~rned s of his _01 ·gamsm, by his phy_,1cal or in other words physi­
oJ og1ca.l tendencies. 

2. L fl bor, like activity of the organism, is necessary to the life and 
d_e\·el.opment .of every org~nic b 3ing; the1efoi-e, when once p rnduc­
t1011 is ?rgamsed on a mtwnal and social basis, labor will become 
attractive. 

3. Social production and the making labor attractive can only be 
realised in communes (phalan'steries) based more or less on equal­
ity and absolutely autonomous. 

It is true that with Fourier these principles, like the rest of his system, 
are expressed in a terminology sometimes bizarre; but if these expres­
sions are translated into ordinary language one must re·cognise that this 
great friend of humanity accurately stated three truths. Folks of bad 
faith, including the " scientific" charlatans of Engels' school, laughed a 
good deal 11t Fourier, especially at his opinion that all the passions of an 
individual should have ,completely free developm~nt and exercise, 
"What," cried the defenders· of existing social iniquities, "give 'liberty to 
every evil passion, even to violence? Then we are going to return to 
the p,rimitive state of savagery." 

These gentry pretend to understand Fourier a.s advcfoati·ng the righ:fi· 
of enjoyment in favor of social and individual vices. ' 

"J3y this term passions," we read in V. Con'siderant1, "Fourier meant: 
exclusively the "tendencies which constitute them beings, or the springs 
inherent in their very nature forming their claim to the title of living 
creatures. Thus human' passions are the natural and primitive forces 
to which the free and spontaneous activity of the human being .is due~ 
.... 'Che passions of beings a.re therefore nothing but the law of uni­
versal order of the universal life." In other word~, Fourier was the first 
who recognised the truth that modern physiology, psychology and peda- · 
gogy demand for the normal development of the human organism, of 
human intelligence and morality: the complete satisfaction of organic'· 
needs, liberty for the manifestation of sentiments, free and complete 
development of the aptitudes and inclinations of each pupil. These 
truths 'no longer arouse antagonism today, except from the Church and 
despotism, authority and the barracks; a.nd also-strange thing !-from 
the Social Democrats, who fancy that Socialism consists of the old stu­
pidities of the Communist J.lianifesto with its "State monopolies," its 
"Labor army," its "Discipline" and other lovely barrack arrangements. 

His generalisation on man's organic need of activity and work, is not 
less remarkable. We now know that the living organisni needs for its 
development, fo1· the assimilation of fresh foodstuffs, for the circulation 
of the blood, fo1· uormal respiration and even ·for intellectual ene1·gy a 
certain amount of muscular activity. Rational work i:::; hygienic, a.nd 
is recommended by medical men to the richest and most privileged 
classes: · · 

The languishing Queen of Sweden was recommended by her doctor 
to work every da.y at arrangiIJg her apartments. 

The English <1ristocrats aucl bourgeoisie-the most robust and ener­
getic of all-compel their young folks to exernise t.hernselves every day 
in various sports that are most fatiguing. 

But if, instead of sport, humanity organised useful productive work in 
such a manner that robust young folk, t rained in brain and hand, could 
change their occllpations according to their ta::<te or according to a spon­
taneous and free agreement with their comrades: then, certainly, work 
would become attractive, and generous youth1 always singing and loving, 
would cover the surface of our globe with flowers and would create 
abundance for all. And when Fourier endeavoured to describe the 
wellbeing that humanity would be able to realise in autonomous com­
munes (the phalanstery), he did not act as an inspired dreamer, but as 
in truth a great humanitarian philosopher who arrived half a century 
ago at the generalisations of modern physiology, hygiene and pedagogy. 

In 01·der to i·ealise a social order based on these principles, Fourier 
proposed the autonomous organisation of the phalanstery. What is 
the phalanstery? An edifice of a splendour and arrangement the most 
complete, situated amidst vast grounds (9 square miles) and inhabited 
by 400 families or 1,800 persons, forming a comrad~ly community which 
guaranteed to its members the enjoyment of the most complete well­
being and ind ividwtI liberty. I shall not enter into details of this system, 
It is enough to remark that Fourier rejected absolutely the conventional 

· morality, marriage family of our presnnt capitalist society and that he 
carefully thought out all means of securing individual liberty and the 
Pigh ts of minorities. With this aim in view he proposed that one part 
of the surplus production of the phalanstery should be put at the dispo-

. sition of each member-including the children-for strictly personal 
wants . This personal capital ensured to each member of the community 
the necessary rneaGs for ieaving it and joining another or setting up 
separately. 

Such was in a few words tl.te Socialist system of Fourier and his 
"ecole societa;ire." Everyone i·ecognises that by his wide views, by his 
constant care to secure well being and liberty for the indivirlu<:tl and au· 
tonomy for the community in a voluntary federation, Fourier showed 
himself as one of the noblest and most profound of the Socialist reform· 
ers. His ideas on the part played by the organic needs and inclinations 
in individual and social life, his formula of attractive labour added to 
those of Robert Owen on the formation of human character constitute 
the most valuable conquests of Socialist ethics. 

IX. 
The D emocratic and Socialist movement 1830-1848. 

"The ~e.mocratic Party ?i.stioguishes itself from th@ other parties by 
the conviction t1rnt the political struggle must serve to arrive at the 
the social tra.nsformation."-Ledru Rollin, Adresses of 1841 . 

The Socialist systems l:Lnd prograrnrues that I bavejust briefly sk0tcbed 
a~·oused on the Continent, esp~cially amongst the students at the 
h1ghn schools, a Democratic mo\1ement tinged with Socialism but in 
geueral reYolutionary and R(llpuhlicao . The ideas of Saint Simon and 
Fourier spre•td through France, Italy, Germany, and even into Russia. 
English :::> ucialisru-to which we owe on the orre side all our practical me­
thods of class i;truggle and proletarian orgat. isation; and , ori. the other, 



r .. d~fir~ite .t!xpo!!!iti_1m11. gf surplui1 v~J11e ; , of . Ja.por ,)eg,isl.;~tipn .. 1as .. m-er~ly a. 
palJi11.t.ive j 011 tbe role Of the. peopJ~ &8 , thOS6 Who alOnP. Citn ._.solv;e· th~ 

:• soci_al qut>stion, . etc.-this Socia.lis111 was complet:'"'IJ u11k110..vn ,on : t.ho 
Contittent, and even to Soci.aLi!!t .~. ri ter!. ltke Prouclt10n ~,rid 10.~is "B,l,~pc 
it nema~ned a•" terra. incognita.." Howe.ver, Prouclhou dl~covered afreah 
the possibilitit:'S of mutual credit and the People's B;tnk, otherwise known 
as ''The Equitable Labour Excba.oge" when or g:.rnised by R 1>bP.rt 
Owfm e1.t Hirmi.ugham ns long ago as 1833. 

But, if the p;·actical side of th~ la.bor movement was ignortid on the 
O<;>tHill. ~J1t, the gE;oeral ide~s of human solidarity, of w:µan~ip,~tj.o_n, ·. of 
individual aud nati9nal enfra-nchiserne~t, . o.f inter.n.a~,i9nal brotherhood, 
spread . ~mougst the pr:ogressivP,. m-~<ldie class. ·This. ,,enJig;htened bour­
geoisil:', espe~ially . in , F.r,anc1~ , felt . outrag,ed a_nd <?PP!'~S~.ed 1un,d.er tb,e re­
.gj rn~ of the RPstornti<;>n and the , H~\y A)liaoce or _despots. -,Tbe .l~~st 
politica.l pppositiop, ewffy lioeral m_anifest~tion, ,was -s.uppr.essed with a 
ferocity as cowardly as that shown by the Ital 1rir1 gov~rn rn~nt in our 
day. Paul Louis Courrier I-ms left us some edifying pictures in his 
pamphlet. ' 

But, as has happeued through the whole course of hi1:?tory, the efforts 
of despots unit1-d to those of priestg and uniformed brrutes have p_ot 
aucceeded in arre::;ting intellecturtl aud ~ocial ·development. The n~w 
spirit manif@sted itself e-rerywhern: in letter!', in an., iu sciencP. 

This was the period Qf Romantici:>rll in litF:r'rtture and of movements 
of renaissance au1ongst oppr~ssed nations : Gre ;)ce, Italy, ·Poland, Hun-

, .. ga.ry:, by. tur.ns fought .for liberty and enfranchisement) or prepared for 
revolution. These three elements: Socialism, ·romanticism and nation­
alism gave so special and, let us say frankly, so sympathetic an impr6lss 
to the Republican Democrats and .revolutionists of. .the period (Blanq~i, 
Garibaldi, I).".ossuth, J?akunin) that hn,ndr.eds of other men, rPmarkable 
in sriehce and literature, in art and politjcs arose from tibis .mOY.fHirnnt. 

Today we may think the work of the poets aµd wr.iters of this period 
vague and too declamatory; nevertheless romantic-ism gave vigorou::s p1l'sh 
to the revolutionary movement at the commencem~ri'r. of . this century. 
In singing free scope for the passions, happiness ar~d idealism, these 
poets and novelists pleaded the cause of liberty and happiness for all, 

, ino.luding the h.um blest, the disinherited, the whole people. Beranger, 
. "Hp gp, · George Sand., .Eugeme.Sue,. without ~peaking of the poet!il . apd 

novelists of England, Germ'l.ny, Italy and even Russia and Pol:tnd, ,were 
all animated by a noble and human~tarian faith. To love the humble 
and oppressed, to he eager for popular wellbeing, to imitate the freshness 
and simplicity of popular poetry, to curse tyrants (Hugo, Barbier, 
H eine) to glorify popular virtue and creative work, s.bove all to sing 
revolt, enfranchisement and solidarity: these are the sentiments that 
dominJtte a.mongst the poets and musicians as amongst tbe writers and 

. , political orators. · . 
Th_e incomparable melodies of Chopin are drawn from · the people's 

songs; th(i) masterpieces of Rossini, o,f Meyerbeer, ot Bellini and of 
Wagner-the child of this movement,-are a glorious hy~nn to liberty 
,and enfranchisement. Music had not ye_t been prostituted by the Bona- . 
partist cancan or the bestiality of ~he modern bourgeoisie. Science, 
too, was penet,rated by the idea of popular well being; and .the works of 
Michelet (Le Peicple, Histoire de la Re.voliition) and of Lamennais (Par­
oles d'iin croyant). are tine witnesses to this Democratic tendency. To 
show how far the generation of 1839-48 pushed its populM sympa­
thies I quote the following passage from the addresses of Ledru Rollin 
the mouthpiece of the Democracy of that day. 

' ' The.people is tbe 'Ecce Homo' of modern times; bL1t rest assured 
that its r esurrection is near. It also will descend from its cross in 
order to demand an account of their deeds from those who have so long 
despised it." · All these poetic, literary and political declamations, you 
will say, changed nothing in the economic and social conditions of the 
people. Th at I know perfectly well ; and, if I linger on this, it is 
solel y ii1 order to render 'more comprehensible the success of Louis 
Bl an c's propt-tganda-tba.t true founder of Social Democracy-of whom 
Engels, in his history of Sociali:sm, has n0t said one word : as though 
Louis Blanc had never existed and the Revolution of 1848 had no place 
in the history of our century. 

Without knowing the general state of public opinion at this period 
it is difficult to un~erstand why P aris during this tim e beca me the 
cen t re where one met rdormers, originators of all kinds of humanitarian 
ider.ts, and initiat ors in t be re.volutionary movement. N either would 
one b.e able to und erstand why the youth of the schools, polytechnics 
a.nd universities fought in the ranks of the people. Without doubt the 
polit.ical and social proposals that t he great m13jority meant under the 
wa.tchword of R eform were vague enough. P erhaps many of those 
who strove for reforn.i j oined the react ion aftP.r the days of June. But, 
before the R evolution· of F ebru ary 24, Socialists of different schools, 
R aa ical R epublicans, moderate reformers, everyone, urged "reform" 
fo r the 1'eople sin cerely and defended popular rights and interests. 
F or at this period scientists and poet5 mixed with the populace and· 
amongst rPvolu tionists. · 

A F Jaubert isolating himsolf from the world's life, a Taine, t be Gon­
cou rt s cut very strange figures and resembled pathological cases by ~ 
th e sid e of Hugo," G . Sand and ethers. The educated brain workers 
of t ha t day quitf' understood that science and art divorced from human 
life rem ained sterile a.Bd a trophied. It was not an accident t bat Henri 
M a rtin, faithful t.o tb e tradit ions of other Jays, was th e first to salute 
the International and maintained with joy "that indifferen tism, 'that . 
chillness of death,' had not yet overcvme or frozen the popular spirit." 

Indeed, indifferentisai has not frozen the heart of the peopk On the 
contrary, the heart of the people gives vigour and authority to its most 
inconsequent defenders, such as Rochefort for example, who, ignorant 

f 

. ' ~nd perv':l ri~e,. c.ould _Q,~fy .{o~ a. wh,ole.,i;y;~~r ; tb,e .. ~ff<;>rts pf .h,o~e~t t?~nkers. 
As Jor us, r.evol:9tionary .Soci.alish, .noble .or hpu ~g~?is .. by .btr~.h, :we 

k1ww whn.t moral and iq.~ellect.ual forcl'l is ~raw n ;from tht> .people. It 
. 1s for this th.a~ hundreds .of ~y R~ss.iau frjeQ;c;ls c.Jofy w.i~h so mu9.h c,o.u­

rage eyery kind .of per.s~c:ution; it ·is for this tlwt we prefer workm~n's 
m~~ti.ngs . to the sp)en·iidly 111orbid asse111blies .of . socie~y. The act~on 
the most . m9raUs that ot D!11'>ki,ng known a.n.d defending the interE}~ts 
and rights of trie producer. 1 

,What place is __ !;llore in:yigorating than a.tpongst the workers1 What 
heart beats more gener'?usly than . that of one w~o. fights for the i;;oc~al 
.eµrnncipation of tbe people~ . 

All these .old a~iomatic trut~.s have been forgotten by the thin~~rs 
of . the Se90Dd Empire and the Tpird E,ep.ublic; it is only dul'ing th~se 
latter days that t.he most h.qnest a.1oongst tht;1ro have begun to disc.ov1er 
that it is amongst, the,.people .~nd .,r,evolutionists tbat morality, vig.~.ur 
&.n.d g.en~r.osity have been . ni.~intained in ~act. It seems that duripg 

Jec.ent tim~s tbe,y01,itli of the !3C~,ools ~nd tboughtful men have grasped 
this again a~q are returnillg to the tradition of other days. ~I1;8Y 
begil\ tojoinj_n. t .be at~a9.k of t.he Socia.lists against the monstrosities. 
of' the poJit.ical and social order of ~he Third R epublic. We welcome 
JQ.OSt ,siucerely their f:irst q.>.fforts, a,nd. in part,icular the 11drnirable "Reply 
to M. Monod" by M>l.urice Vernes, who, corning away from a rueetin,g, 
w.here Socialist an.cl A~archist .ornwrs spoke, wrote to his acitde~ic 
friends : · 

. "Is there anything more beautiful, is there anything more noble, , is 
there ,anything more touching than this language 1 " . . . . 

Yes, there is something more sublime than this language: it 1~ ac?10n 
with the people for their economic, intellectual and social emanc1pa~1on, t 

This is what the educated youth of 1830-415 knew and practised. 
Blanqui and Bar bes are examples of it. W· TcHERKESOV.;;: 

THE RICH AND THE POOR, 
.(A Dialogue.) 

T.be bench clat,tered as the huge fist of Jack Thompson. descended 
upon it. He was a stalwart workman of about five and thirty, .,with 
rather an inviting countenance which was improved by a pair of S,?ft 
brown eyes. · 

. It was the .hour of respite which the master allows the workmen for· 
dinner. .J 11ck and his mates were all seated around in the workshop, 
discassin.g as workmen are wont to do the different topics which are of 
interest to their class. . 

Although a workman he was a ·man of no mea:a intellectual. power;;. 
the knowledge he had gained by years of individual thought and study 
he utilised in defending the in~erests of .his own class, and exposing t.he 
shallowness and hypocrisy of society. 

"Do you mean to say, th(l>t the r.icb ar.e justly enti.tled to thy wel}\th 
they monopolise1" asked J ~ck looking straight at his opponent Bob­
Lingfield, a small featured but pleasant looking man, who had the ap­
pearance of one a:ffii'!ted with prema_ture old age, brought on by years. 
of toil and poverty. 

"Yes, certamly I do," he answered. " Well I never heard a more 
ridiculous sentiment emanate from a workman's lips, :i said Jack, "but 
I will answer your argument and prove that it; is a misconeeption." 

"The workers only ar8 entitled to the wealth, for the simple reason 
th~\t they produce it. Who, for instance, made the roads, rail ways,. the 
cities and t.owns in fact every thin a which is necessary for human sus­
tenancei · No o~e but the worker,

0 

Th.at being so, is not tl;ie worker 
justly entitled to the wealth be produces1" _ 

"Yes," answered Bob. "We get our wages, dqn't we, with which we 
purchase necessar•ies 1" · . 

"Wage3
1 

forsooth!" cried Ja.ck with vehemence, "That's a . fact; but· 
it proves that we workm en a re robbed of the greater portion of what 
we produce by cunning ~nd crafty devices." ' 

, "With our wages we c<in purchase only just suffioient to maintai n 
life, and that in a very poor fos Y1ion, whilst we a.re unable to pr,epar& 
for the "bad times" produced by depression of trade, etc." 

"Then you me.an to say tha t the value of our labor is greater than., · 
what we actually receive 1" inquired Bob. · . 

"Oert~inly I do. These so-,palled superior' personages, who never did 
a day's work in their lives, must of n ecessity live on wha.t they can 
thieve by artful devices from _the woz·ker; it must be clear to anyone· 
that if a man ~oes no useful la bor, hfdives by steJ.ling," said Jack. 

"Yes; well, so far I am bt> ginning to catch a glimP,se of what yolk 
mean," answered Bob. "But I can't help thinking that some of the 
well-to-do work pretty hard at times; for instance, our governor is in 
the office pretty late some evenings." 

"That rnay be so," answered Jack, "in some instances; but their 
labor is is utterly useless, f0r they are active merely to protect their 
own interests, to keep us at our toil and to see that their profits are as 
large as possible. Dpn't you se0 their labor is quite unproducfrve ~· 
They may claim to be distributors of wealt h; but t heir posit ion in this. 
case is a. very poor one, for it is the wprker who, distributes goods : the· 
shopman, docker, seaman, railway worker, etc. So that, as you must. 
see, the work which is attri bu tea to ;ti P.se par r.1.sites in no wa,y enriches 
t be community; quite the opposite. This profitmongering tt nd gambling 
i~ the means whereby the wealth i& fa lii:g into the hands of the few, 
who use it to k eep us in bondage.'' 

"Yes, tbat seems all very well; but I think we must have these 
superior minds to conduct the business of a. community, or else we 
should starve," said Bob. 
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0 Great Scott ! " muttered Ja.ck, " sir,perior minds, indeed ! yon mean 
~ o infer, then, that to act the part of an employer requires mental powers 

1p.bove the average? What a delusion! Why, a large portion of the 
·~mploying class have no pradical knowledge of the industry they 
~u perintend. What it really amounts :to is : t~at to become a master 

~ requin s craft, cunning and selfishness. And · these people carry on 
produc.tion merely for the sake uf profit; a.nd it only requires normal 
c~pacities to do that." . ' . 

"W ~ll, I cantt make you out. Everything I say_:_we1J, there, it is 
po use my t alking; I don't understand these matters,·' said Bob. 

"Por;'(, be discouraged," said Jack, "keep on; I want' to get you to 
think for yourself, to place truth with error and compare the two. 
Don't be deluded hy fossilised notions which were driven into your 
hea.-1 wl i·n .. you ·Vl· ~nt to school. Has it not occurred to you that these 
para.sites, whom you claim so much for, are when compared with the 
workers rewarded out of all proportion by an unjust economi~ system r' 

''Yes," ans".\'ered Bob, "it seem~ to me now that the system of reward 
is u11just; but my pathway is still strewn with obstacles: What of the 
profe!!sional clas~-aut.honi, doctors and men of science generally, do 
you consider them useful beings,1" 

"Oh, yes 7" said J 1:1.ck. "But they are privileged; for their position 
enaules them to steer clear of ·manual labor; and, their reward being 
far greater than th e worker's, of course they are a burden on the com­
munity, and while in ·some cases the results of tbeir mental energy are 
useless, in other Cflses hu'ruanity is enriched thereby." 

"Ah, I see, it is ri1 erely a man's productivity that makes him a useful 
wember of the commun,ity: he performs some function which assists in 
the well being of thf.l community at •large," said Bob. 

"Yes," answered Jack, his face beaming with delight, "that is so; 
p,nd what enables these parasit i"s to live on the worker is that, by the 
many hou1·s he labors and a!f'lo by the aid. of machinery, etc., his pro- ' 
ductive power has increa.sed fa1· above his immediate needs; · by force 
and fraud the major portior-i: of what he pr.oduced is taken from him, 
leaving hii-n a victim to poverty."p 

"Well,'' ll,Skf'd Tom Reed,'• d1m't you think machinery is useful 1" 
"Oh yes," replii>d Jack, '' w hP-n it is employed for thA benefit of all; 

bu.t instead of urnking our · Jot lighter it bas intensified our slavery. 
fhe worker is no l'o11 ger a craftsman, but in mamy e'ases merely an atten­
dant on a machine; our productive powers have increase.cl so prodi­
giously by its aid, that the markets are overstocked and then the 
·,, orker is tbrown out of t1 n1ployment, and he has not tha means to pur­
cha,se tbe goods he has producfild. These machines have in many caJses 
111ade the poor poorer 1o1, nd th e rich .richer, these 'have produced many 
of the immense fortunes WA hear of. N 0 doubt, the ' introduction 0 

J)'lachinery created a. new industry which employs thousands, and ch f' af 
goods are produced by its aid; but I think when we consider that thp 
skill of the worker is reduced to a minimum hy its use, his wages depree 
ciated, and that he is thrown out of employment, we can come to no­
ot.h~r coucl.usion tlrn.n that tbf' worker ·pays very dearly for cheap goods. 
C heap goods, indeed l people do not realise the misery they create." 

" Y 1-i::: ," said Tom Reed, "These things are all very ,well; but we live 
jn a free country and can always find a: fresh mast~r." 
· "Fre~ count ry," replied J ack, "you cannot have any idea of wh1-1t 

fn"tdorn. is, Y? J are like a rn~n who has al ways been bound hand .and foot 
&nd ) ~t 1111agmes hf/ s free. How can you be free when your will-power 
js dominat,ed by the privileged l When you have to accept what they 
offPr you for your labor or face starvation, you a-rf.l forced to serve that 
JIJOnster Marnmon-·-Hark l that's the factory bell. Back to your 
slavery l Ahl lads, fight for fre-edom." 

REPORTS. 

.BMMA GOLD111AN IN DUNDEE. 
All last summer th e.Dundee comrades followed with d·eep interest the progress of 

tl 11; i 1 defatigneable Emma in h er tour through the States, by means of the reports 
i ll · • B'ree S oci'ety " ; and wh en it was annopnced that she intended to visit Britain 
W<~ lll il de u p ou'r rni1lll s that, blow high, blow low, we should have her through 
to Dundee . The 1µoveme nt has languished h ere of late years. The only help 
w e gd was fro m comrade J. Blair Sm ith, of Glasgow, who came twice last year 
to ledurc ill Cutlers ' Hall, where the freethink ers and Socialists hold their weekly 
ni"etiugs during t h e win ter season. The " Cut ler's" is rather small, however, 
ii.ml wh en we lrncl s11 cc: eeclecl in arranging for comrad e Goldman's visit, a larger 
place was engagetl-the " P lu mber's". · 

Th e engagemeu t \Yas for Jan. 21. Two rn ee ti11 g s ·were advertised, and it was 
~t on e tim e f<· ar ed that th e afte rn oon l ecture would have to be declared off, owinO' 
to a sudden disagreeable ch·ange in the weather-a very common t hing h ere; but 
sufficient of an anJ ienee turn ed u p to ·decide the l ecturer to proceed. The hall 
was little m ore than half full. The "powers that be " were represented by two 
d eted ives, who came in trying not to look ashamed. To mark our appreciation 
of t his com pliment, I present ed each with a copy of Free Society. 

Th e lectu rer prefaced h er discourse with a witty j oke on God, the church gods 
.fl,n d the weather, wh ich at on ce placed her on good terms with the audience. 
'l'he address was very well received; the applause was frequent, but the lectmer 
avoided , wi th r are good t aste , th.ose a1fec t 1:: u pa.uses by which some speakers in­
vi t ,, applause. 

The lectur~ was splendid, but ~he debate was grand. No opponent, once an­
f!W eretl, at tempted a r c.i olllder . Conil'cl<I •· G: 0J d11 1a 11 literal ly swept the field. 

Aft er the meeting, three of the comrades-Townes, Fraser, and the present 
w ri ter-accurupanieJ th e. l ec tu rer L" 11 1.: r hotel ;i 11J bau te ~ wi t h h er, passing a 
very pleasant h our and a half. The weath er cleared in the interval; and when 
ve r t: t urned to tl)e hall, the p eopl t: wer e crowding in. It was packed by 6. 30, 

.aud t h ey kept coming in for som e ti me after. 
The su bj ect chosen for the sec ond m eeting was: "The Aim of Humanity"; 

,llnd our comrade aquitt rd h ersel1 in the same splendid manner as before, both 
h1 the lecture and in the debate whic4 followed. 'l'he principal opponent, this 
t i me, was a Quaker who comes often to our meetings-as a lamb to the slaughter; 
,a liCl on this occa.sion it was slaughter. 

· The comrade had brought a large q·uantity of literature wit.h her, and a good 
deal. of it was sold at both meetings. 

All wh0 came in contact with comrade Goldman were very much impressed 
, with her .and the visit is looked upo1~ as an event of importance. It w.ill give-

the cause " a boost" here as we say rn the Stattis. · 
· L. · J. Mc. C. 

MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS; 

FREEDOM Gttarantee ·.Fimd.-N. 5s., Kampffmeyer 5s., S. K. 10s., N. W. T. 10s.,. 
D. 10s., Free Commune Group 5s., ·W. T. 5s., A. M. 10s., A. C. 2/6. 

Anni~al St~bscriptions·-A. 0. 1/6, A. Barker 2s., Smith 1/6, Russell 1/6; 
Donations Publica.tion Ftmcl.-Leeds Christmas donation 6/7. 
Sales of FREEDOM.-N ewsagents 6/1, Leeds 4s. , OaJ?.nin_g Town 2/8, Office 3s.,. 

Notkin 6/ 9, Liverpool 1/6, Wess 2s., Edinburgh 10/8, H. Taylor 1/6. 
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FREEDOM P AMPHLlTITS~ 

1. THE WAGE SYSTEM; BY PlllTER KROPOTKIN. ld. 
2. THE COMMUNE OF p ARIS. BY PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 
3. A TALK ABOUT ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM BETWEEN TWO 

WORKERS. BY E. MALATESTA. Id. 

4. ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM : ITB BASIS AND PRINCIPLES. BY 
PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 

5. ANARCHY. )3y E. MALATESTA. ld. 
6. ANARCHI~T MORALITY. BY PETER -KROPOTKIN. l<l. 

8. AN A.RCHISM AND OUTRAGE. .BY c. M. WILSON id. 
10. ANARCHISM : IT8 PHILOSOPHY AND IDEAL. ld. 

No. 1 L THE STATE : ITS HiSTORIC ROLE. BY P.ETER KROPOTKIN.' 2d. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 
In fictwre we rnust reqiiest that all 01·de1·s for pamphlets be accompaniea 

with cash. We a1·e compelled to adhe1·e to this as we need funds for 
rep1•inting. 

· ·---o--

. ~"tb.~F P~~P.hlet;s. 
LA w AND A UTHOEITY. BY PETER KROPOTKIN. 2d. 

EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. BY ELYSEE RECLUS. ld. 

AN .APPEAL TO THE .YOUNG. BY PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 

The Chicc(;go Marty1·s: thei?- speeches in Cou1·t, with Governor Altgeld's 
Reasons/or· Pcirdoning Fielden, Schwab and Neebe. Demy octavo, 168 
pages with group portrait 'ancl picture of the mem9rial in Waldheim 
Cemetery on good paper. Published by A. Isaak, 236 Clinton Park,. 
San Francisco, at 25 cents, or may be obtained of T. Cantwell, 127 
Ossulston St., London, N. W., for one shilling. Cash must accompany 
all or:ders. : 

GOD AND THE ST.A TE. BY MICHAEL BAKOUNINE. Price fourpence. , 

THE TABLES TURNED; OR, NuPKINS AWAKENED. A Socialist 
interlude. By WILLIAM MoRitIS. ls. each. 

(Only a few of these original copies left.) 

THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. By W+LLIAM MORRIS, E. BELFORT 
BAX and VICTOR DAYE. 2d .. 

SOCIA L DEMOCRACY IN GERMANY. By GUSTAV LANDAUER. id: 
MONOPOLY; .oR, How LABOR IS RoBBED. By WILLIAM: MoRRIS. ld. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIE DE 1' ANARCHIE pit r M. NETTLAU. Prt•fa.ce d' ELISEE REOLus;. 
Brussels, 51 rue d e~ E peronuier::>, 1897 ; 294 pp. 5 francs ; post 
frep for 4 shilli1J gR prepaid. -

DIRECT ACTION VERSUS LEGISL ATION, a new pamphlet by J. Blair 
Smith. Price oue peuu y . 

Jean Grave's famous book, M01·ibund Society and Anarchy translated 
by Voltairine de Cleyre, is now ready. We ha ve some on siale, price ls., 
Emma Goldman will have some with her a t her lectures. 

Cosmopolitan 
T. CA NTWE LL. 

127, Ossulston Street, (Euston .Road) 

LONDON, N. W. 

ALL K I NDS O~' P.R I NTL' G 
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H eilige nst ein, 39 Charlot te Street , F itz roy Squ are. 
F. A. Jones, 9 Little Qneen Street, Holborn, W. C. 
W. Reevrs, 185 Fleet Street, E. C. 
B. Ruclermau, 71 H anbury Street, Spita1fields, E . 
E. Pell etier, 56 Charlott e Street, Tot t enham Uourt Roa d, W. 

Leeds Free Gomnm n e office , 79 Mar kham Av enu e, Hareh ilJ s, L eeds. 
Glasgow, Blair Smith, 15 Smrnybauk Street, Dalmaruock. 
Manchester, J. W elsh, 37 King Street, Ardwick. · 
Br~dford Can be seen at Laycocks Coffee House, Ki'rkgat e. 
Ne;,. Yo~k :M:. l\i aisel, 54 Madison Street. 
Philadelphia, N .' Notkin, 242 North 2nd Street, Pa., U.S. A. 
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