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WE NEVER FORGE!. 
--

Once again. the an ni versa.ry of the Chicago. tr~gedy arri ve~d 
To those of us (enthusiastic Revolutionary Socialists at the time) 
who followed step by step the whole fo:ul ~eliberate murder · of 
our comrades, it seems impossible that tP,irteen yean have 
elapsed since they were done to death. The fea.rfuL _wr.encb it 
caused in the heart of every honest liuerty-l_oving individual. at 
the ·rilomen t was such, that November llth can never appr.aach 
without a slight catching of the breath, a flush of indignation, 
a feeling that if ever we wi&h to be reminded of the tigerish 
in stincts of the capitalist class-especially if their power: ,to 
plunder is even momentarily menaC-ed_'._we;}iave· '.only .. to r.e'-Call 
the dark days which culminated on that date in: Chicago. 

.b-,ew really believed till the very last mon'ient that ' the ' gov­
ernor of the State of Illinois would carry ou~ t~~ fien_t~.J?.?~ ,of 
passion and prejudice. When, however, he allowed ip to_r,ir<?,c.eed. 
in the case of Spies, Parsons, Fj_scher ~nd · ~_ng~l_, , tb,eir ~dying 
words sounded the dea.th-knell of any lingering . .f&ith .in, demo­
cratic institutions, and created more convinced .Anarchists by 
one obj ect lesson than could have been conyede.d . by yean1 of 
reasoning or .preaching of principles. -. . . , . . 

-Only thirteen years; yet, how much has happened! 1 Some of 
the ideas they held .most firmly are .n ow -abandoned by ·most of 
us. We ·cou1d not go back to the .past if w.e would;· we ·would · 
not if we could. They had only just· broken from the ·' rut 'bf" 
political . Socialism . when their faith in ·new prin'ciples :·w•as put 
to the, test. That not one of them flinched (though, 'in"the" ~ase 
of P~rsons at least, his life would hav·e been spared al,ID;cist for 
the . asking had he been .willing to separate hims~lf f~<?m the, 
rest by one word of hedgjng) is what ha:s raised them e.vei;i in 
the eyes of their enemies, and given.· them the ~ig~es~ _p,lace of 
honor .in the modern revolutionary lagor movement. ... '. 

The qestion has sometimes been asked: whether their p1ar­
tyrdom was not too beavy a price to pay for .:fidelity to princi- -. 
ples :? ·As this is not an age of sacrifice, and .&ince asceticism is ·· 
a thing of the past, little wonder few appreciate <the frame of 
mind which led thQm tG ·give_ up th~ir lives rather than ·betray a. 
principle they held so highly. The fact is they · could · not db ' 
other wise; tbe new ideas had burnt themselves into their very 
existence. They had taken up an uncompromising attitude IN 

the labor rp.ovemen t, and yet were able to hold · the confi,dence 
and win the respect of those who remained indifferent to the 

. new movement. · There can be no doubt that it was this central 
fact which gave them the enormous inf:l~ence · they wi~·1ded and 
which, at the same time) accounts for the 'intensity of th,e hate 
shown ·toward them by th~ whole exploiting class of.America. 
Probably no other event in the whole struggle of the. :working 
class has contained such a clear and direct challenge to privilege 
as this. In the midst of a labor war i·n which the usual police 
brutality' was shown , someone from among the ·people replies 
with even stronger force ! What. litudacity ! An Anarchist 
hunt is ·instituted, our comrades selected as the most d·angerous 
and put on trial. Pa1~sons, who had gone away, surrenders the 
morning the trial opens-still believing in the honesty of Amer­
ican institutions. He paid for his simplicity with his' life, and 
so placBd on r ecord a warning to those who follow: t~at, t:he · 
soci al war once begun) all sense of justice is oblit~rate~, and 
that it would be as sensible to trust your life in the 'power of a 
man-eating tiger as in the courts of the ·ri.cp. _when -they ate 
frightened for thei r future power. Still, as before . mentione~, 
few could bring themselves to believe that "the. home .. of the 
free" would carry out the sentence, since all felt it was a packed 
and prej udiced jury that h ad rendered the verdict. 

And while we. are remembering all this against the govern­
men t le~· us not forget~ t oo, that there were those in ·the popular 
-nay, even in the lab?r movement-who, had th.ey " ha,ve had 
the coUl'age to speak .out against this legal ou'tra.ge, might have 
prevented it, but did not. 'I1he late Henry George and· Pow'­
derley, of the now defunct (or nearly ·~o) Knights of Labor, 
could have created a storm oi indignation; but they 'were too 

-cowardly. They were both "in politics," and there was much to 

be los·t and notbi.ng to be gained by rescuing such irreconcilables 
as ·the "men of Chicago.)' When both the former are forgotten 
tP,e latter will be better 1p1~wn than eyer. They allowed them 
to be i.mmortalised by le~ting tltem go .to their death without a 
protest, and there is no doubt that George reci:>gnised this be­
fore he died. Of the whole shameful story nothing is meaner 
than the attitude of those two men. On the other hand, let us 
t'emember those who took up the cudgels on tbe'ir behalf, 
Whatever Pentecost has degenerated to, he spoke out then. Of 
the enormous amount of work done by many whose names are · 
not known outside a small circle in their effort to save them, it 
is impos.sible to more than make µiention. . · . · 

Th!3. effect of ·our comrades) speeches upon the a.verage wage-:­
ear'r1.er was, and still is, to make their blood tingle and feel that 
at least here weYe men who were not afraitl and could not be 
'b·ought or cajoled. How .many Anarchists have beeu made by 
them it would be impossible to tell. They rank among the 
most 'eloquent speeches delivered by men who ha Te been tried 
for the,ir lives. They will live as a statement of the case for 
the workpeople, of the .w9rld toward the end of the n:ineteenth. 
century. . .. . . . . 

Of th~ . subsequent action of Governor Altgeld rn hberatrng 
Fielden _Schwab and N eebe, and the vindication of the memory ' 
of our c~mrades anc1 the lega l ack:p.owledgmeut. of their martyr­
dom, what can one say except that here we had the spectacle of 
an hon,est politician, a man altogether superior to the 01:owd by 
whjch he was surrounded, and who has never been forgiven for 
his hon~sty in this matter ·by the wealthy. 

·For the rest, it is impossible to forget their death. Their 
lives were n.ot .given in vain. Though our movement flag ~t 
times, each fresh impulse forward from the ranks of labor will 
:me the princlples they loved bett~r un<l_crstoud; and ':hen. at 
last they try to apply them to their so01al and rndustrial hfe, 
the death of the Chicago Anarchists will be recognised as 'one 
of the sacrifices that hastened the happy day. 

JOHN TURNER. 

The new clerical cabinet of Spain, which comprises five generals, of 
wham two are .Jesuits ( Arcarraga, organiser of the Cu ban defeat and 
the tortures of Montjuich, and Linares, the rogue of Santiago) has had 

· no luck to start with. A Carlist insurrection has heralded its accession 
and, sadder still, the ·Liberal crowd this time has not· shown itself 
against the-Absolutists. It knows that no go~ernment; ho:vever bad,, 
could be worse than the present As yet the msurrect10n is not very 
serious, but it can become so. Officially it is strangled already. Yv7 el'e 
that true, however, would a state of siege be declared throughout the 
peninsula? What is the .l'eason of this revolt of the Catholic Absolu­
tists, seeing they are already masters of Spain? This, they feel the 
·government trembles before them, .and masters in reality they would 
also be masters by right. This is in the natural order of things. 

The workers take no interest whatever in these quarrels. Little does 
it matter to them that the wolves are at each other's throats. On the 
contrary, their strikes increase, especially ih Catalonia, forcing new con­
flicts upon the infamous government of Madrid. Also, they have just 
resuscitated the old Federation of the Workers of the Spariish Regions, 
which bad been killed by inquisitorial persecution. For its debut it has 
held a Congress of the Societies of Resistance, at Madrid, where 52,000 
workingmen belonging to some 300 unions were represented. Here are 
a few extracts from the Manifesto addressed by them to their brothers 
in Spain: . . . . 

"We desire the suppression of private property and the soc1ahsat10:u 
of the instruments of labor. 

" We proclaim the urgent and lasting necessity of the Social Revolu-
"tion. . · 

" We would render \vars between the nations impossible, by refusing 
to bear arms in the service of governments. 

"We do not aspire to the conquest of Powe1·, because A utho1rity, by what-
eve1· name it is krwwn, is always ty1rannou,s.': . 

Bravo, comrad . .es ! Forward ! ; · . 
We know that the Spanish.Anarchists living in London will soon form a 

section in union with the Spanish F~deration, and hope that the Spanish 
workers residing in France and elsewhere will imitate this example. 
· T. del MARMOL. 
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THE MANAGER, 127 Ossulston Street, N. W. 
. ~ The Editors are not necessarily in agreement with signed articles. 

"'To checimate= this let the wc>'r.kers se~d us i:D.t·o Parliament, 
where we ban make· our voices heard." But listen to this: 

. BRISBANE, Saturday. 
O\Ving . t<> . 'Pers1~t1mt .ob:strri.ction by. the Labor Party of measwres authorising 

the constr·u:c#on of certain private railways, the Government on Wednesday last 
~ntroduced i~ ·th.e- L~gi!!lative Assembly a motion to a~rnd. the standi?g or~ers 
'by authorising the 11-pplication of the closure on an affirmative vote b.emg giv~n 
by twenty-four members out of a house ~f seventy-two. .After. a contmuous sit­
ting, lasting aeventy-hro hpurs, the motion has been carr~ed, .with an amendment 
increasing .to -thi·rty ~he number necessary for the application of the closure. 
'I.'he c~rrying out of the Government's policy is thus assured, and the four railway 
Bills which have already pa.ssed their seeond reading are expected to become law at 
an t,arly date.-REUTER. 

Here we' have direct proof of the utter futility of political 
action as a means of the workers obtaining concessions from 
their rulers . . Whatever move may be made on the political 
chess board the ruling classes can al ways cry "check ! >J And 

;. !f otice to Subacribtrrs.-If there is a. blue mark against this notice your subacr.ip­
. ·ti?n is d ~o, t.1md m 1ist be ee~t before next month if you wish to go o'n receiving_ the pap~r. 

,. it is only as ·a result of agitation outside parliament that sop~ 
are thrown to 'keep the people quiet. So let us all keep active 

NOTES. 
. Will Dr. · Creaghe kindly' communicate his address at Buenos 

· Aires to Victor Cailes, care of this office. 

ODIOUS COMPARISONS. 

A Hooligan named Duggan, on being sentenced to the most 
severe term of imprisonment with hard labor, told the court 
that at any rate prison wa·s better than home. A sirpilar re­
mark was .made by another individual who found himself in the 
clutches of the law; which taken together form 'a most damning 
indictment of our i:.ocial conditions. · 

The Philistines will, of cours~, cry out that our prisons" a.re 
too humane, and that severer treatment is needed; they have 
neither the heart nor the brain to understand that 'it is the 
homes that need improving. So Ho·oligans will continue ' to be 
bred and reared under those conditions which are a direct re­
sult of our social life, while the hypocrites continue to cry: cc· a 
disgrace to civilisation." But they are no disgrace to the 
civilisation thflit. exists today ; they are natural, inevitable 'and 

· 'p~rfectly in , order, and why respectability should pretend to be 
shocked we cannot understand. For, after all, the Hooligan: ·has 
pll:\-yed a most important role during . the 'war..:fever; and the 

. politician and the capitalist press have heen very glad . of ·his 
assistance. · ., 

So why sQ.ould we not have om· Hooligans? Let them flourisl?-; 
, let them have their place. They are a necessary part of a land-
: l9rd and capitalist ridden society, and it could not exist without 
them. It is Socialism or .Free Communism that says: No more , 
capitalists, no more landlords (and, ae a logical consequence, 
no more Hooligans). 

THE ONE THING NEEDFUL. . 

At the recent polling for the electora.i college at Turlrai, in · 
Galicia, the returning officer placed gendarmes at . the polling 
stations wit.h orders to arrest electors voting for candidates. on 
the Democratic list. In answer. to this abominable conduct 
t.ne people, we are told, "s~ormed the polling station, put the 
g~nda rmes to flight, drove the returning officer out of the place, 
demolished the voting urns and . fired the building." We wish 
we could see all forms of coercion answered in a like spirit. 
We are quite sure the Turka authorities will hesitate to try the 
game again. But is it not rather an amusing and, we may add, 
an instructive spectacle to see the advocates of · a "peaceful . 
solution" of our social problem_s fighting for the right to vote' ? 
Why not fight for something more substantial, and let voting 
go to the devil ? · 

TELL-TALE: STRAWS. 

Probably our · Social Democratic friends · in answer to the 
~.hove will reply that "under the British constitution such 
things _couldn't happen<' Proha:hl_r: .~ot in a similar way, as 
the. ruhng classes here act more ms1d10usly; but it would ·he as 
well to keep our eyes open to possibilitie1. · And as an instance 
note the following: ' 

"The Sheffield City Counc~l yesterday (October 25th) decided 
-to spend £300 per annum iri training the police of the · city in 
the use of the rifle." 

What do trade· union.ists, non-unionists and the worker's 
generally see in. this?. Not a d,esire to prevent rapacious land­
lords f~om ra.ck-rentrng or gre~?Y ~mployers from ·pay~ng 
starvat10n wages; or a Chamberlain government . from fleecing 
the people. No; but the intention of sliooting ·'down strik~rs 
without the shadow of a doubt. I:ri imagirlation we can he:i~ 
the chorus of Social Democrats; labor; 'Ihen ~na \>tiiei s cryiii.g : 

outside. 

We regret that lack of funds compels us to appoar without 
·our. ~upplement . .. We hope enough help will come in to ensure 
our issuing"the full size for our next number . 

We ·'are h'olding over ." The Pyramid of Tyranny/' ":A Bri'ef 
Hietory of Freedom," and other matter. 

THE . SUPPRE&SED INTERNATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY 
Wprkers' Congress of 1800. 

Readerl of-Freedom . wm be int~rested in hearing . some authentic 
details respecting ·rhe International, Revolutionary Workers' CoDgro~s, 
whieh was to ha.ve been held in Paris la.st September, but was inter­

, dieted ' on' thf.' eve ' of its first sitting. 
The theory of Anarchism expands with the years, and many questions 

' of vita.I ifl!po.rtance needing patient discussion had a.risea since the last 
important ' iµternational Anarchist rn,eeting in July, 1896. At that 
date, as will be remembered, a so-called International Labor Congress 
was held iu'. Loud.on, at which di'scussion by the anti-parliamentary party 
and ,A..nafohists was violently suppressed by the Marxian Parliamentary 
Social Deinoeril:ts present. Nightly meetings by the rejected party 
'pro°:lptly ·iotik place .iri St. Martin's Town Hall, where i~ a true fra­
ternal ~pir~t the .h1ternatio!lal anti-parliamentarians discussed the items 

• upon the &g~nda . they had prepared for the larger conference in Queen's 
' Hall. But 'the meeti~gs owing to circumstances were hurriedly pre­
. par.ed,· few of the questions could be thoroughly debat~d, . and the need 
for determinillg certain points in Anarchist theory and practice became, 
as ... time ·passed, ever more urgent. Upon the initiative, therefore, of 
certain Groupes de Paris, notably the Groupe des Etudiants Revolu­
tionnaires Iiit.ernationalistes or $tudents Group, and Le Parti Ouvrier 
Revolutionn&ire orAllemanists, preparations in view of holding a purely 
anti-parliamentary and Anarchist Congress in 1900 were begun as far 
back as two years ago, Paris heing selected as the meeting ground in 
consequence ?f ·~.ts central position, and the fact that the Exhibition 
would lead the ·railway companies to lower their fares, thus enab ling 
. a Hi.rger circle of comrades to come together. The pros and co1is of 
·such a. Ooiigress were vigorously discussed in Anarchist journals, there 

· being divergence of opinion not only as to the benefits likely to ensue 
from auch a. cbngress but as to the wisdom of holding one at a.ll. As the 
date ·approa,ched, however, promises of :financial support, of group dele-

· ga.tes and reports rolled in from every side, and int.erest becamP. general. 
The Congress"was convened from Sept. 19th, to Sept. 23rd; the Salle 
du Comrnerbe in the Faubourg du Temple was secured for t:pe occasion, 
and by Monday, Sept. l 7th, delegates and sympathisers from all quar­
ters .of Eurppe and America had either arrived or were hourly expected 
in Pa'ris. Maxi'y were the bearers of printed or written reports on the 
movement in their respective districts or the questions to be debated, 
over which time and thought had been expended, and as up to tha.t 
time no whisper of police or governmental interference had been 
bro~ched, ,the Conference was looked forward to if not with absolute 
se·~u.rity at leas~ ·with keen interest and hope. 

On Sept. 17, Le.on Remy, the Secretary of the Organising Committee, 
called a.t . Police Headquarters to state that the 9ongress would open 
two days later.1 He was requested to call again next afternoon; later 
the hour was abruptly changed to 9 in the morning. Calling at that 

-' hour, a.s directed, upon the 18th, he was informed that by virtue of the 
laws of 1894, known as the Lois Scelerates, the Anarchists would not 

· be aliowed to hol<l a. Congress ; also, that any meet.ing held in public or 
private in conn'ectioh with the so-called Anti-Parliamentary Congress 
was forbidden, and such meetings, if attempted, would be suppressed 
by fore~ if necessary. Indignantly demanding to know by what right 
the poHce arrogated to themselves the power to forbid a peaceable pub­
lic conference, he was informed the police assumed no such right, but 
ihe ,.G~yernment· . d~d, and .that the Congr~ss had bee:i prohibited by 
·\;bi; decisfon of a Council of Ministeri,. Daring to quastion the fact, 
"~ouquet, :t~~ pol~ce sup·erintendent charge~ ,with the supervision of the 
PaH8· Anarchists; read a.foud to him the Ministerial ukase; a copy of 

1 Thie idthn'a.tfon teing necessary under· the French la.ws.ij 



this doc,ument for the purpose of showing his committee was refused 
him. 

Within a. few· hours' th~ suppressiol! of the Congress was known to 
a.11; a protest, calling attention to this high-handed act of a. miniltry 
which included the would-be Socialist Millerand, was sent to th. 
offices. of the Paris papers, and certain of the French comrades decided 
·to hold an indignation meeting at the .Maison du Peuple that eyening ; 
but it was only to find the doors held by tQe police, the street full of 
agents, and protest answered by arrest. The following day L'.Aurore, 
a ~adical:Soci~list paper, pu.blished a. .protest and· inserted a. call .from 
some of the Frene,h comrades for a private meeting to be held that 
afterno~n in the rqtt de Montmorency; J~w ventured there; such as did 
were a.gain confronted by the police. The Petite Republique and some 

. other Paris papers scoff~d at the idea. of the Congreis having been pro­
hibited either by the poliGe or the Government, and stated that not 
only was permis&iori ~y the Executive unnecessa.i:y for holding a. public 
meeting, but t~at the Congress had not been prohibited, the An~rchists 
having simply been frightened out of their intention. These statements 
a.re .quickly disproved by the facts above mentioned, viz.: the. reading 
of the Gov:ernment's decision by Fouquet, his refusal to grant a copy 
of it, and the pres@nce of the police and Municipal Guard wherever a 
meeting was advertised to be held . . : A few days later at the Social 

· Democratic Congress, J a.ures also did his best to fling derision a.t the 
Anarchist$, by saying the · Congress was Jost thtough their want of 
courage; had they forced the doors arid held. the Congress in spite of 
the police, they 9ould have done so1 the right of .public meeting existiii-g 
in France. Perhaps, for reactionaries like himself. Had the Anarch­
~sts s6ized the Salle du Commel.'ce it would have been the signal for . 
the f\Xpulsion of ever>y foreign delega.te from French soil. .4s it was, 
Ni!fo Samaja, who had trave}Jed/ from Geneva for the Congress and 
shown somle activity by telephoning to the Home Office and Prefecture 
w.ith r~gard to the authenticity of the Ministerial prohibition, was 
arrested on the 2lst ~nd ordere<;l to leave within 48 hours. The OtJly 
·reason vouc.hsaf~d . by either the Ministry or the police for the prohibi­
tion of the Congress, w~s :. that an inauspicious date had been selected 
for holding it; Paris was en feto, it being the eve of the )?residen~ial 
banquet to tho Mayors ! . " That, then," protested Matha, editor of Le 
Libertaire, "is. your chief reason for the prohibition~" ''-It is the best," 
was the Prefect's sententious answer. 

Their right of public meeting beir~g thus brutally suppressed, it was 
· hardly lik~ly th~t the Anarchist delegates and comrades in gene~al 
would calmly submit to the police mandate forbidding private meetings. 

. Even the .allurements of the Exhibition failed to fill their leisure hours. 
Meetings beginning on the l 9th, the. day the Congre~s should have 
-Opened~ and continuing tilI the 23rd, the! day it !!hould· have closed, 
were ,held-now here, now there .; and while it w.a.s impossible th.a.t 
these should comprise all ·the comrades present in Paris or that. every 
subject originally meant for debate at' the Cm1gress should be discussed, 
good understanding was reached on c~rtain important points, such as 
Correspondence Bureaux, etc. Among other matters, it was resolved : 
{l) To print, if pos~ible, all the Reports handed irr by groups and· dele­
g~tes (some 80 in number) first in French, Jean Grave undertaking 
tlia.t task in Les Jlemps Nouveaux (the series began with No. 23, and 
.continues),, and .. that when the series was complete each couatry should, 
:w~re means forthcoming, publish the volume in its own langqage. 
(2)~hat the Engli~q groups were invited by the foternational ·ConfereD"ce 
to conv:ene an . I~t.ernational Revolutionary Workers' Congress, to pe 
held in Engl~nd (London) on ~ date to be hereafter decided. We now 
learn t~at, since these informal meetings, the comrades in F ·ra.nce haYe 
decided to form a federation of groups so as to ensure closer r.approche­
m~nt and quick~r action in tim.e of need. 

The delegates from the Freedom Group were A. Marsh an.d J. Turner, 
but four other independent sympathisers from England assisted at the 

· deliberations. Many, also, were the well-known delegates or represent­
atives fro!D foreign groups, . though it is deemed imprudent to disclose 
names. But th~s may be said, there were delegates fro.m 36 groups of 
.Paris besides those from the provinces; there were delegate1 from 
Bourges, Toulouse, Bordeaux, Ni mes, Epinal, Nancy, Rennes, Valreas, 
Touloi:;i, Chinon, Marseilles, Saint Etienne, Roubaix, Montpellier, La. 
·'l'our-du-~in, Turcoing, Montereau, etc. Foreign delegates came from 
the U nit~d States, the Argentine Republic and nearly every Contin­
ental state, while written adhesions· arrived from Bl,llgaria; Roumania, 
Greece, Portugal,. Brazil, the Sandwich Islands and U rugua.y. 

In spite, therefore, of its su'pprcm:ion, the Congres!l of 1900 was in 
certain special ways a distinct success. It bad drawn delegates and 
comrades from every part of the world; ·these met, views were exchanged 

·the solidarity between distant groups was strengthened, while the 
know ledge of being so to speak. banded, ~nit all togetlier iri closer bond is 
·-Of sympathy and brotperhood than might have been the case had they 
~et .?nly in public. The final gathering-took place, as ha~ been origiµ­
.ally mtended witlr regard to the Congress ·proper,'_ on· Sunday,' Sept. 23, 

·:in one ofl;}fo beau-tiful eiivi.rons of Paris, where in a forest glade, with 
.no (;lavesd~oppers put green leaves, a Czech comrade 'unfolded the tale 
-0f the Bohemian movement, and ·we parted with feelings of 'mutual 
:Sympathy and -goodwill. . · 

Below we append the order · of the ·day .as arraegect' for the Con.g·~ess, 
.a perusal of '!hi~h. will show the ·aniourit Of i!'eriou·s business that la.y 
before its mem hers. • 

Sept'. -'i.Bth~ , Wednesday: ~ .. 
On Comm-;u~ism/11nd ·Anar~hy: Repo·rtif ·1roin the Studen.ts; Groil):rl>f Paria; 

from P. Kropotkm; from the Anarchist group of Pa.ra Brazil · from the 
Itali11.n group of Lausanne. ' · ' · 

On Communi1-m and IndividuaUam: Reports from Janvion and a libertarian 
group of But:uu~ Aire:<, 

47 

On A71:ti~8emftum and Zionism: Reports from the Students' Group and 
the Brazilian Group of Para. · 

on· 1'olstoism an4 .Anarchy: RP-port from tlw StudPnts' Group. 
Variou.. Questions: Anarchy a.nd the Church, by Elisee R,..clus and G. Guyon; 

Phe Social Veng1ance c.alled Justice, by the group distributing that pamphlet. 
·sept. 20th. Thursday: 

Orga1iis.atibn of continual conne.ctions between the Communist Revolutionary 
Groups of one country with others. Reports from Students of the Universite 
de la Nature; frbm groups of Philadelphia; Providence, R.I.; Social Students 
·of Epinal ; the KS.R.I.; from Para ; Jean Grave ; the Italian Soci'.llist An-
archjst Group of Zurich; Italian group of Lausanne. · 

Different methods of Propaganda: Propaga1ida 1'n Trades Unions by liber· 
tarians. of Renne1, by P. Delesalle. Publications and Propaganda b,y Posters: 
Report from Marseilles, proposition of Italians. By Distribution of Pamphlets: 
Report .from Pb~ladelphia.; .from the group of social students of Epinal; 
from the Gro'.up of l'Harmome. 

Free Theatres. Report from l'Avenir thea.tral. 
Open.:.air .Me~ting1. ReJ?o.rt froJ:? group of P~i~adelphia .. 
Protest Elections (of political prisoners). OJimion of I tahan comrades hos· 

· tile to this tactic. 
.. Publieation of an internation<i~ Newspaper. Letter from D. Nieu wenbuis. 

:i,:teport8 from the libertar.iane of Bou:r:g'es; the Students of l'Universite de la · 
N.a.ture ; the ~pinal group Gf social students ; the Para group. 

A Depot f o'i Documents in London. Organisation of the Solidarity (Bureau 
of ~ssistaiice, refug~ , for comrades, international resistance). Report from 
the students of the Universite de la Nature. 

Agrarian Question. ·. Report from the group of !='yrgos (G~ee?e). 
The Unemployed: What r6le should they take m the Socialist movement, 

a~d their best means of agitation·? . . 
Libertarian .Maison du Peuple. · Proposition fr9m the Groupe des Ega.ux 

du xvn. . 
Libertari~n Teaching; Reports from the Egaux du XVI!.; Brasswo1 kers' 

Trade Union ; the. libertarian group 'of Nancy. 
Responsib~lity -and Solidarit,y. Report from Freedom. 
Various Questions. Report from the group Germinal, of Turin. 
Tactics of the P.0.S.R. (Revolutionary Socialist Workers' Party) with regard 

to libertarians. Reports· from th1t Central Group of XVI!. ; .libertarians of 
.Rennes ., and .Rourges. 

Sept. ·21st. Friday: 
Co-operati'on and Neo-Co-operation, Circular from Brimeur ; Note of the 

Knights o[La.bor. Reports from Bancel ; ,Students' Group; BraSS\VOrkers' 
Union ; :B,i,c,ardo .. Mella; Valr~as Group. 
· The Woman Question. Femiuism and co-education of the sexes: Reports 
from Student:-1' Group; Brassworkers' Union, · 

The Sex Ques,tion. L~tter ,from Philadelphia ; nott> from J. F. Morton; 
Ka.te Au~tii.i; Virbqua Daniels ; ,R. Addis ; E. Gbldruan ; Le!tgue of Human 
Regerieh.i.tion; Para Group. 

· Sep~: .22nd. · Sat~rday: · 
General Sfrike. Reports from Revolutionary Group of Lausanne ; Phila­

delphia; libertarians of Rennes ;. Central Group of XVII.(P.O.S.R.); Reveil 
socialiste des Epinettes (P.O.S.R.}; Barcelona; I~rassworkers' Union. 

Attitude of .Ana1·chists with regard to Wa1\ Risings and Insurrection. Reports 
from D. Nieuwenhuis; Brassworkers' Union ; Para Group. · 

Propaganda against Militarism. Proposal for anti-military demonstrations 
by Geneva group; proposals from the Egaux d~ XVII. . . 

AMER.IC.AN NOTES. 

_ The great strike of the anthracite miners of Pennsylvania is all but 
· settled &l the. moment of writing. · The miners struck for a 20 per 

c;ient. increase in w;;i:ges, abolition of the sliding scale, and recognition 
of their union.· They received 10 per cent. increase, abolition of the 
sliding scale_'._until February, and .we shall see about the recognition 
of the-union. Politics and the 6~h of November played their part in 

· the settlement, and when the election is over and McKinley is chosen 
once more to execute the wishes of Mark. Hanna for another four y'ears ' 
we shall see a.bout that sliding scale and recognition of the union . The 
Republicans accused ihe Democrats of provoking . the strike to dis­
credit their- cry of the "full dinner• pail" which they are using in the 
present campaign to ensnare the workiug men into giving McKinley 
another four ye~rs. The Democrats were probably very glad to see 
the strike, btit there is about as much reliai:ice to be placed on the 
s.tatement that they provoked the- strike as on Mark Hanna's tale that 
'Y ebster Davi.a · got .£25,000 from Kruger to help Bryan win. · The 
ne·wspapers tell us that Mark Hanna used his influence to procure a. 
settlem~nt. Very likely, as Mark is nry astut@ and he saw the strik~ 
was likely to affect the labor vote in the Presidential election,· so he 
used his power to force a settlement till-after the election. Free ' 
Socie~y quotes the N. Y. People, the organ of the Socialist Labor Party, 
wher-ein ·the said· People accuses the strike leaders of selling the strike. 
Labor leaders are far from perfect, but they are not ha,lf so bad as they 
are painted, and certainly it would take a great dea.l more than the 
word of the People to make me believe the leaders sold this strike 
because they l'lccepted a 10 per cent. increase instead of the 20 per 

. cent. they struck for. The histol'ia.n who essays to write 0f Socia.I 
Democracy in America will .Le better fit.ted for the task if he has lost 
his sense of smeil, for if he attempts to wade through all the foul and 
slanderous things written by De Leon in the People during the last 
ten years be will fa.int before he gets through a dozen. Max Norda.u 
ought to write another book on "Degeneration," and use De Leon as 
hi~ .subject~ 
.. The re~ent controversy over the '' Twopenny Tube" in London and 
th<f i;i~e in rents a.t Shepherd's Bush reminds me of a. lesson in economica 
poor· Edelman gave some Single Taxers a few years ago. The Single 

. Tax.era in New York were discussing at a public meeting of theirs such 
far-reaching reforms as the munieipa.lising of gas, tra.cns, etc., when the 
chairman called on Edelman for his views on the matter. Edelman 
began by pointing out the development of the Single Tuers, who a. 
few years previously had been procla.i1ning the single tax as a remedy 
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·. f~r -· A..1 1 t he 'exploitat io!1 of to-day j but so certain were they. now that it 
wa~ p qt th~ cure-all they expected could be seen by the· way they were 
RteH-ling planks from the .S ta te Socialist pla.tform and- tacking then'i'' on 
t o the Single Tax platform. Suppose, said he, 'for th& ·,sa.~·e of _argu­
ment, that we had municipal street-cars and gas, and going fu rther 
t han you do, 3uppose they were quite froe. What would the -result be i 
The Monday morning after this revolution took place you would. ·an 
receive notices from your landlords in_creasing your rents s'om.8 ~5 per 
cent. If you proteiited, he would poiiit out that your. expen~~s were 
DOt SO heavy a.s before j yo,u could now ride on the C&t'.8 and bum. your 
ga s g,Jl night without it costing you a pennx. , No use hav.ing .improve­
ments unless we make something out of them. ·: At this ·a Single Taxer 
who bad been listening. intent ly jumped to his fee.t, for the truth had 
dawned on hi m. "Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen," said he, "! 
qait~ agree with the last speaker. I have always said toe ·tr01;ibie w"ith 
us Single Taxers is that we don't go far sqough ! What we w.ant, ,Sir, 
is municipal houses." H e t hen proceeded to ~demonstrate bow such a 
sweeping refor m as municipal houses would _prevent exploittiition by 
~he landlord. Edelman .got. up with a smile, for · he dearly lovel:l a 
JOke. H e congrat ulated the S ingle Taxer on seeipg his argument so 
clen.,rly, bu t, said hlil , you must go beyond eyen municipal houses, for 
don~ you see what the result wo~ld be? On Sat'irday when you 
~ece1.v~d your salary you would fin d it reduced . by 50 per .cent,. , ~nd .0n 
mqmrrn g t he reason, your employer would point out: ."Why, don't 
you se•~ , your expenses , are so much less 1 You have -free rent, · tm­
limited gas; and ride up and down a ll day witho'ut spen~ing a penny." 
And you would sorrowfully acquiesce. Yes,· hiy friend, you must go 
far ther than municipal houses. Poor John H., ha'd he Jived a ·month 
longer h~ ::n_ig ht have heard tha.t . hxs iittle paral!le _w&s enacted in. 
London some four years after he deliver:ed it. .. · , .. ·. .. 

To t hose comrades in E ngland and Scotland who have not -seen Free 
Society r.ecently I would most · earnestly advise -t.hem · to do so. It's a. 
real live little paper now, and under the. able editorship of J as. F .. Mcrrton 
tLere is ~ore meat and less ·academical discussion than previoqslj·. 

.T11ere is mo.re t han one comrade here, including mysAlf, who sadly 
m1~s those delightful ' " American Notes " V oltairin': de Cleyre used to 
wn~e fo r Freedom. Cannot some one persuade her ·to take up ,her pen 
agam ~ · · . 
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XII. 
Prnudlwn. 

ence against the · right of .majorities to impose their d"ecisions.-up~n 
minorities. 

According to ·him, slavery of thought · is "recognised by law~ as ~rm 
obligatory matter under the government of the· majo~ity. 

The literary and scientific, the political 'men a_nd th_e g~vernment 
recognised in Proudhon ' a. capacity of the fir.st· class : t he governn;ient 

. wanted to p rosecute him, the ·scientific world' arid the bourgeois pre_ss 
calumniated him ; but all friends of progress, Socialists of . all schools. 
greeted him -as the most courageous and the moat brilliant .defender of 
.the ·people. Ma:ny Socia.lists and· revolutionary Deinoci:a.ts, it is true, 
were a littl'e chilled by some passages of his work ; ·but hi~ dialectics 
se-brilliant and bold, bis style so energetic e.n'd full of freshness earned 
him, nevertheless, their ·esteem and even their admiration. · 

· Imagine the period when Socialistg and revolutionists ho.pad_ to accom­
plish their .reforms by-intervention of the State and by law.s ·; add, that 
the works r.ympath:etic towards the· people-of E. Buret, V illerme and 
others, even of Socialists proclaiming Communism like Louis Blanc­
were written in moderttte and nearly academic t@rms. Suddenly appears 
a roug·h and courageous peasant, ·who says tha.t all w,ho_ live spending 
more than 5 francs· a: day, a ·re thieves ! also, th'at 'neithEfr government 
nor a m-aj-ority have -the right to impose thefr will' upori __ minorities. .It 
is (lvident that everyone would be a little hurt. . ·' . · · . 

_. . 'l'ha~ did not prevent Protrdhon from being recognised by ap Europe 
l.Vhat .he did not · ·cease to be ' during all his life : tl'i'e °:lost courageous 
champion of the .welfare "oL his ·brethren, the workers," of the emanci­
p.ation of h-uman conscience, of ths enfranchisement of ' the individu al 
and the D'.!inority from every guardia.nship of the State n.nd authority. 
In · prison, in exile he remained faithful " to th is pledge of his youth, j 
even · de'l.th surprilled him in the middle of his unfinished w:ork : de !a 
Capa_cite .Politiqu·e. de la classg Ouvriere. · ' · · 

Towards the time when ·(What is Property?' apptiared, P 1:1- ris had be­
come the real centre where innovators, political revolutionists, Socialists, 

· liteirary ' men, · even musicians met. Among other re_markble young 
per sons there were M&1.rx,· Balrnuniqa, Herzeh and· Grun, all Socialist&, 
ardent philosophers and revolutionists, and all (except Herzen) f@rvent 
neo7Hegelists. ThPy were not . long beginning· a frie_nship with th e 
young Proud·hon who wa.s so brilliant and courageous in his dest ructive 
work. In turn tbt?.y passied dayll and · nights iri discussion with hirn, 
teaching him meta.physical philosophy · and the d.i~ l eetical method of 
demonstration-demo.nstration by a.ntit"hesis: an ·unscientific, arbit rary 
method by which one can prove all possible · absurdities, but never a. 
truth or any law of positive· sci ence. From its inventor, Zenon of 
Eleus-who proved by dialectics this absurdity: that AchillE>s never 
.wou] d. outrun a tortoise walking: before him in a distance of 100 ·steps­
to Marx-who formulated in such a pedantic terminology his pretended · 
and absu rd-law· of the concentration of capital-this method has only 
rendered ,the most· brilliant -intelligence lefls clear. ' This is 'what hap-
pened also: with Proudhon. · . · · 

T he doctrine of State and parliam@ntary action introdu.ced into Soci- · ,.From his great work (18,44-46) System of Economic" Contradictions, 
alism by Lo uis BlaRc an.cl the revolutionary Socialists, by Ledru-Rollin -which was already conceived according to metaphysics, we see P roudbon 
and the Social Democrat ", but especially developed into an unlimited struggling wi.th his . own . contradictions. ·His biographer, J. L anglois, 
State despotism by Marx and Engels, did not .fa41 soon .to provoke an tells us ,that Proudhon recognised three authorities who had a decisive 
en ergetic protest from t he ranks of thinkers -and Jrid~pendent Socialists. influenee ori his deveiopment: -the Bible, Ada.m Smith and, lastly, R egel. 
A mong the voices raised against the in auspicious . doctrine of military In his youf.h, crushed · by misery, without any notion of induc.tive 
equality, of · S tat e monopoly and obligatory laqor for "an . industrial science, his genius· exerted itself in analysing the legenrls and primitive 
a.rmy, and especially for ag ricul ture, " -that of Proudhon was one of legislation-of nomadic and barbarous Israel. Th'e· great work of Adam 
the . m·ost powerful. That ) s 1\,'hy he was. attacked, ill-treated and Smith emancipated . him .'from all theological errors; and we see him 
calumniated by all the apostles of State and submission-from Marx to logical, clear, powerful -in his first memoir on property. But Hegel and. 
the most perfect nullities. . . . . , · his dialectics -plunged. him into speculations often deplorable. .And 

"Sophis't , ignoran t, reactionist, bourgeo1s, littl.e shopkeeper "~such his opponents did not fail to ridicule ' bim~especially Marx, Engels 
a.l'e t he names which t hey bestowed on him in profusion; and this .only · and their disciples. 
because Proudhon defended the rights of man, of groups and communes, , Strange aberrations! the same Marx who wag one of those who 
~u t~ality .in t.he relations betwe~n free, autonomous pr.oducers j federal- ; taught Proudhon the dialectic11 of He'gel scoffed at him after wards and 
ism m sociaJ life. They hated him especially, and so they do until the treated him as a sophist. Y et Proudhon never committed an error s<> 
present time, because he op:posed Anarchy to· despotism ·of doctrines~ to mo.nstrous an_d sophistical as the fantastic law of the concentration of 
their rnon0poly, t o their, discipline imposed on humanity under the capital, which is a masterpi~ce of sophistical dialectics.' And; un like 
for m of State Communism. . · " .. Engels, he ne¥er justifi.Pd slavery, exploita.tion and all th~ social iniqui- .· 

Cert ainly Proudhon was not one of those thinkers or of those reformers ties by abominable sophisms. H e never said that it was not force and 
wh o open up new borizo_ns and' paths t~ 4{imanity. He had neither violence, but the metaphysical la ws of production which created a soci­
t be excep tional t alent fo r analysis and g.~neralisation of a:n Adam .Sm jth, ety of abomination and actu~l desolation. And, moreovsr, never did· 
no r t he gift of penetration, t he breadth of view of a Fourier or a . .Rob~ h~ propagate this-error: that -'' every economic struggle is a Class strug­
ert Owen . But if one compares him with a Marx, a. Louis Blanc or a gle and, as ;such,. polit ical-that is to i;ay, parliamentary and legal. " 
Las~alle, then I do believe t hat he is superior in originality and in Proudhon was too much of a Frenchman) too milch ofa peasant of sound 
gemus. When one remembers the history of his life one is astonished common .sense to arrive at such stupidities and immoralities. 
at t he energy, t he perseveranct> and t he ardour w.hich he displayed when- · : W.:. TcHERKES<?V· 
quit e a child , 'to earn his own li ving an tj. to ins-truct hims•lf at the same 
ti n;_e. I t was easy for Louis B lanc, son of a genera,l inspector of nuances -MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
or !or a Marx, ~on of :tl1 advocate, or .a L assalle, son of a banker, to study FREEDOM Guardritee B'und.-N. Ios ." , ,Kampffmeyer 10s., N. w. T. 10s. , w. T. 6s.• 

d t J t th d t h f l l l h' A. M. 5s., D. 5s., A. D.· Taylor 2/6. , S. K. 10s. 
an o P unge m o e ep s o P n osop 1y, istory and sociology j but · · ~nnual Siibscriptions.-K. Clay 1/6, Holt 2s .·, F. vY. Lear 3s., C. Norman 4s. 
P roudb on was the son of a poor day-la b~rer, a poor wretch who, at the Donati ons Publication Fimd.-F: N. £1 , F: ·w. Lear 2s., Leeds lOs., Lowe ls. 
ag~ of 8, he~ds cattle and teaches himself by copying from the books of Sales of FREEl'lOM.-.N ewsagents 4/6 , Roche 3s., Office 2s. , Lowe 1/,4, Warwick 5/6. 
the otb er children or by bot~rowing them fqr one . night. Afterwards To expenses of_ Chicago Cominem oration.-Canning Town 2/6. · 

be goe:; t o school without hat-having nc»ne-and Jeaves his wooden No. 1. THE ·w :A GE SYSTE M.· BY PETER KROPOTKIN. ld . . 
shoes, a t .the en trance, to avoid making a noise . . As an app~e.ntice, he No. 2. THE COMMUNE OF- PARIS. BY PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 
t_ra ve1s ~ti rough F~ance; th~n,1 at once~ at the age of 30 (1840),.he pub- No. 3. A TALK ABOUT .ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM BETWEEN TWO 
hshes bis famo us fi rst memoir : What i s Property? . WORKERS. .BY E. M.A.LATEi!TA. ld. 

""? nk nown, witb.ou.t means for li ving, be declares war against. existing No. 5. ANARCHY. BY E. · MALA.TB:S'l'A. ld. ' . · 
t t J • b No. 8 . . AN A.RCHISM AND OUTRAGE. .BT C. M. WILSON id. 

soc1e y-no on y m it s economic, · ut also its political basis .. He attacks No. lO. ANARCHISM: ITS PH.ILOSOPHY .Al'fD IDEAL. ld. 
not ?nly the aristocratic or consti tutional politics, but el'en the most No. ll. THE STATE : ITS HISTORIC ROLE. BY PrtTER KROPOTKIN. 2d. 

, R adJCal , t he most R epublican of politics. B6cause., if I am not mistaken, No. 12 RESPONKIBlLITY AN P KOLIDaRITY IN THE LABOR -STRUGGLE. 
Prolld bon was th e ii rst wh o raised his voice with incompa.r&bl~ vehem- Printed and published py J~ ,TURNli:R, 127 Camlto.O: ~treet, London, N. W. 


