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A JOURNAL · OR A.N.~RCHISTr ·.·COMMUN.JSM. 

VoL. XIV.-No. 153. DECEMBER, .19.Q.O,. . . . MONTHLY ; ONE PENNY: 

~P·OL~TICS AND THE PEOPLE~ Dem~crats have found .it ne.cessary to form a National Demo­
cratic League;whose soul-inspiring programme is &s follows: 

!he po1itical struggle which is just ended has for the (~) Au~oµiatic registration with a three months' qualifica-
Anar?hist . out one :noTal-it proTes that th~ ruling classes ' tion. · 
are nght m regardrng the politjcal machine as their safest (b) Adult suffrage. 
bulwark against the on ward march of Socia.lism. "Onward (q) ' dne mari on'e vo~e. 
march " did we say ? v'lould it were possible even to dis tin- ( d) . Official ~xpenses of elections. ~o be defrayed from State 
g·uish a clear ma1·king of time ·!· All _ls confusion worse con- funds. . 
foun~ed where Socialism haSJ-shall we not say ?-succumbed t 0 ,(e) Second ballot. . 
Parhamentary aud ele~to:ral tac~ics; ~pr after a perusal of the (/) P.ayme~t of m~mbers. 
:prograrnm.es_ of tlie So?iahst candidates one may well ask where (g) ~xtinctionof the hereditary principle in the Legislature . 
. 1s the Social~sm? It is b?th stu:pid and misleading to speak of And this ·is the beRt answer our Democratic friends can give to 
old- age pen~10.ns, fact?ry. rnsp~ctrnn, and better housing of the the acknowledged failure to obtain Social Democratic palliatives. 
poor as SJciahsm. If th1s were so, we could name many fossil- This is the result of all the energy expended i~ Parliamentary 
1s~c1 upholders of the present system who could claim to be ex- and Municipal a.ction during the past fifteen or more years. 
cellent Socialists, in so far -as they pay their slaves ''.fair wages," , We know only too well how good and sincerP comrades of the 
work t~em under dcc.ent conditions, and make some provision S .. D.F. and I.I.J.P. have striven in the midst of their daily 
for their old age. Tlns alone would indicate to what mean and labours to he1p this forlorn hope, blindly believing that from 
paltry compromises one is compelled to descend in order to the politician would come a certain though gradual amelioration 
attain the avowed object of furthering the cause of Socialism in of their ·enslaved conditirms. Do they now realise how they 
P~rliament ! .But worse ~·~m~ins, for ev9 n tht>se miserable sops have be.en playing the game of the ruling classes? ·How 
will not be gamed by politica l methods in time to benefit the disappointment and apitthy have eaten the heart out of the 
generation that has voted for them. And. then a ho~l is raised Socin.1ist movement ? How they have re.ceded in to the ranks 
over the apathy o~ .the pec{p·~Y· who wq~.'J.\rouble to vote, or if · of rner~ Radicalism ? . They may turn their faces against 
the{ do vote, p~rsist~ntly v?.~e J~)!' _th~ · ~' _wrong .man." After ~narchism, ·~rnt what then will they. do? After all, the enemy 
w~ich that bemgn d1Spenser of pohtical .,wisdom and maste.r .of is ~trong, and by some msans or other he must be fought and 
ca.Jolery, Lord Rosebery~ rises to. the occa!:lion ~nd addresses us c01iquered . .. Is it wise to waste time ? Surely not when the 
on "The Duty of . London/' in which, afteri s~ying a great deal issues are so great and sn momentous. More than ever we 
that he do~s~'t mean, he expr.es.ses a fear that he may he taken , need a return to the advocacy of pure Socialist principles. 
fo~ .a S?p~afISt. B~t wh? would ·dream of asking this cute .Eow long will it be before Social Democrats realise the 
m1lhonaire if he beheve,d rn the socialisation of wealth aind the situation ? 
means of production ? Yet this is the real basis of true 
Sqcialis~, and neither the Roseberys, the Harcourts, nor the 
busybodies on the Borough Counc:ils, who are prepared to tinker 
with the rotten edifice, will alter that fact. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF "FREEDOM." 
Fourteen years ago-that is to say, in October, 1886-the first number 

'But while S7cial pemo?ra~y has been wasting tirrie, energy, of F~·eedorn app_eared. ·I_t was started by 0. M. Wilson and P. Kropotkint 
a:id tbe people .s patience m its hopeless electoral contest~, the .. the former actmg as editor.. It was a small double sheet, containing a. 
bi~ter~st. enemies ~f t~e people_ have been fostering the spirit of "le:1der" on some current topic, notes on passing events, . one or two 
~mpenahs~? bree~rng rnterllatlonal.rivalries, plunderillg,arinex- short ~heoretical or literary articles, a poem sometimes. and a monthly 
mg, expl~1trng with the help of this precious ·British Govern- chl'ornole of "The Struggle for Freedom'' in the world. In this,form 
~ent whwh. becomes such an excel~ent ·tool, such a willing the paper appeared for two years and a quarter. 
instrument .rn the hands of the :financiers. Jn ,the a~tumn of 1887, the. Anarchist movement in England, a5 else-

, Yes, truly the ;political machine is admirably adapted to the where, :received ~noteworthy impetus from the storm of indio-nation 
sc_?emes and _th_e mterest.s of the gov,~rning classes, and. for that rai?ed amongst the workers by th.e infamous condemnation of the Chicago 
very reason it is a delus10n and a snare for the workers. , stnke leaders, five of whom were, on the strength of their Anarchist 

lor t~e _past fourt~en or fifteen years Social_ Democrats have opinions, hanged on a false charge of bomb-throwing. F1·eedom took a 
been s.tr1v1_ng to .realise, through Parliamentary means, some of leading part in gett~ng up the i?d.ignation meetings ~n London, wo1·king 
h for that purpose with the Somabst League and Social Democratic Fed-' 

t e pornts m their programme. Most of this time the teaching . eration. In consequence, the paper was obliged, in deference to the­
th_e people s~ ~ uch n~eded-the clear exposition of the econo- strongly anti-Anarchist views . of Mr. Bradlaugh, to remove from its 
m1cs of Socialism, with a firm adherence to the ideal of a free , ?riginal ·o~ce on the premi~es of ~he Fre~thought Publishing C~mpany, 
and fully-developed life which Socialism proclaims-has been m Bouvene Street, where it had its headquarters through the kindness· 
so much .neglected tha~ . it is ' largely owing to this that the of _Mrs. Besant. It found temporary office room with the good-hearted 
present disastrous condition of the movement exists. editor of the Leaflet Newspape1·, T. Bolas, in Cursitor Street until in 

A g~ance at the political programme of the Social Democratic July 1888, T. Binning, at the Labor Union Printery, afte;ward The 
party m Englan~ will prove the complete failure of Parlia- Labor Press, undertook its publication. From its first appearance until 
mentary .act~on to obtain ~or the people any of the cc reforms,, that ~ate Free~O'(l_i was set. ~pat t~e ~ocialist League printing office, by 
that are md1cated as tendmg' towards Socialism. . the kmd perrtnss10n of Wilham Morris. 

Take a few of the most prominent planks:- D~ring .the first year of the paper's existence a small group of propa-
An eight-hour day. . ~andists began gra~ually t? . gat~er about it, with the object of pushing 
Raising the age of child labour to 16 years. : i~s ~le and spreadmg the id~~ it represented.. Early in 1888, they 

obtamed the loan of the Socialist League Hall m Farringdon Street for 
Free education with free maintenance for the children a series of pu?lic discussion. meetings. The first took place on .Feb: 16,. 
Repudiation of the National Debt. ' a~d the meeti~gs were c~ntmued m.onthly for the remainder of the year,. 
Nationalisation of the land ; and the with very useful results m developmg and making known Anarchist; 
Organisation of _l~bour in agriculture and industry utider ideas. 

State or mumcipal control on co-operative iprineiples; · }n the early part ~f _1889,_ C. M. Wilson leaving London for a time,. 
etc., etc. .J. Blackwell became Jomt editor, and the group, drawing its organisation 

,~very body kn?ws, of course, that not only have hone of "these clo~er, began to take active pa~t in the .management of t,he paper,. 
thrngs been obtained, but they are not e·ven within "meashrable which reappeared afer two months suspension in March 1889. The 
dis~ance" of being obtained. What is the conseque\ice? . 4 International Chronicle was now dropped and occasional articles from 
pohc~ of :etreat has been sounded, and compromise and 'retrol! . f~r~ign correspondents substituted. A serial running on from month 
gress1on is the order of the day, and & large section of ad. ·vart, ced' to month was als.<:> s~arted, the first being "The Revolt of the Engligh 

. Workers in the XIX Century," by C. M. Wilson, The plan answered, 



and the first serial was followed by Jean Grave's "Morrow o.f the .Rev­
olution" and seven1l essays by P. Kropo-tkin and E. Malatesta; since 
republished as pamphlets, , 

In August 1889, some type was bought and a single sheet supplerriei;it 
issued with the paper. In September a chronicle of the movement in 
Lu11don was begun. This was the germ of the regular reports arid 
notices of the English Anarchist movement which since became a fe.~ture 
of F?·eedom·, and the steady growth of the Anarchist ideas may be excel­
lently studied by the increasing space devoted to the reports and notices 
of gl'Oups all over the country. , 

Dec9mber, 1900. 

leaderis were treated on that occasion called forth much indignation, and 
found expression in Freedom in a series of articles by W. Tcherkesov, 
'an old Internationalist. 

In January 18951 C. M. Wilson was obliged, by family reasons, to 
conclude her eigllt years and four months' editorship of Freedom and 
the paper vtas suspended for three months until new arrangements 
could be made. In May it reappeared under the editorship of A. Marsh 
and J .. Turner and T. Cantwell, the two latter who had been for many 
years· connected with The Commonweal, joining Freedom when their own 
pap~r fell through .. 

Since tMt t.ime Freedom has c~r:itiri.ued to appear as regularly as cir­
cumstances would allow, although the reaction which bas blighted so 
many advanced movements has not decreased the difficulties that always 
beset the publication of an Anarchist journal. But' as the printing of 
the whole series of the Freedom Panipklets is one of the fruitful results 
of the existence of the paper, and ?-S these amount in the aggregate to 
over 80,000, it may surely be said that enough has been accomplished 
to w~rrant us in continuing our efforts and even in redoubling them~ 
We hope this. brief statement will · induce comrades an~ sympathisers to 
take the same view and give us .wh~t help is in their power. 

In April 1890, a fresh series of ihscu~sions was started· by the Freedom 
Group, held in the Autonomie Hall by kind permission of the Club, 
and""'continued weekly until the close of . May. In the summer of this 
year reports from provincial groups began to be sent regularly to Free­
dorn. In November, the Freedom Group organised a large public meeting 
at South Place, as well as several smaller local gathe1·ings, to commem­
orate the legal murder of the Chicago Anarchists. It pr9ved a. grea~ 
success, and a public meeting on similar lines has been held each suc­
ceeding yea.r. The Grou'p also organised a special commemoration of 
the Paris Commune in the following .March, instead bf sending 'its 
speakers to the meeting organised by the Social Democrats. This also 
was very successful and was for several years successfully repeated,. 

Jn Jan1ua1·y 18.91, }?1·eedom again removed, and took up its quarters JUDGE MAGNAUD. 
with the New Fellowship Press, Newington Green, where it had its own ----
office and type under the management of W. Wess, but was published , Mons. Paul Magnaud, presiding judge of the Court of CM.teau-
by the N. :E'. Press. In February the single sheet supplement was Thierry (France), is not an ordinary magistrate. Unlike the great 
given up and the. ~ize of the paper permanently doubled. At the time, majority of his confi·e·1·es, he fails to understand, it would seem, that the 
J. Blackwell resigned the co-editorship, leaving C. M. Wilson again mission of Justice is the defence of the.Privileged against the Miserable, 
alone as ed.ito~ . · or that of the daily abuses committed by onr capitalist society. 

In March 1891, an Anarchist Conference .was held to consider the Upon the p ublication by Stock's 'Library of Paris of , a volume con-
policy of English Anatchists with regard to the May Labor Demonstra- taining the principal decisions of M. l\fagnaud and the considerations 
tion . The Freedom Group organised a social gathering to bring the that led to these, the French and even a considerable section of the for'.­
country and London delegates into touch the evening before the Con- eign press, have manifested a lively interest in the novel interpretation 
fer~nce, which was a great success and the first of many arranged for given to the sense of Justice by this .audacious magistrate. 
special purposes of this sort . The Conference decided that Anarchists Some "conclusions" taken from this book, will enable the readers of 
might with great profit make use of the proposed demonstration; when- Freedorn to understand the tendency of many of these memorable 
ever held, as a means of propaganda; but that any demonstration or- . decisions. . 
ganised by th~m. should ~ake place on May Fi1·st, that being the day Upon the duty of ma:gistrates President Magnaud thus expresses 
claimed by the workers as theiF holiday; specially to be devoted to the himself: 
cele'bration of the solidarity of Labor and the- voicing of its claims ; a . ''In or~e.r. to equit!'Lbly app~·eciate tp.e 0:ffence of the indigent, the 
principle which .has been upheld by Anarchists year after year. · The ju~ge should for an instant_ forget the prosperity he usually enjoys, in 
first May-Day meetings had been held in .1890, Anarchists and Social order to identify himself as ~losely as possible with the lamentable situ­
Democrats informally taking part together in London, and the ·Hyde ation of the ·b~in·g abandoned by all.......... . 
Park meeting had been very enthusiastic. The separate Anarchist " ...... The solicitude of the j'udge in giving his i1:1terpretation of the 
meeting in 1891> on the First, was enthusiastic but small; the Social law, should not be limited· alone fo the special case before 'him, but 
Democratic gathering, on May 3rd, large but dull, the demand forthe · should extend also to the good and evil consequences his sentence may 
leg;:l.l eight hours failing to rouse much enthusiasm. During the sum- pr0duce in wider.spheres of interest ...... " 
me~ much energetic propaganda 'was done. by small meetings in the With regard to the duty of society towards the unfortunate.: . 
parks. In Regent's Park a regular peripatetic school of Anarchist philo- " .... '. .Society, .whose first duty is to aom~ to the assistance of such of 
sophy was formed, the same aud~ence assembling week after week, sum7 its members as are really unfortunate, is pecuJiarly ill-advised to require 
mer after summer, to · discuss and dispute · .with F. Hyde and.other the .application of a law framed l,>y itself; had .it duly conformed to its 
oomrad~ · · h own dutie,s it might1 ave hindered the very ·~wt with which it now re-

With 1892 began an era of repression on the one hand and revolt on h th d h b proao es e accuse ........ . 
t e ~t er, t~roughout the civilised world. In Englai:id, first came t~e "Whereas: the accused looks upon a pr.ison ...... as one of those 
Walsa~l Poh.c~ Plot ; exposed month by month, ~s it dragged out its hospitable establishments of which so9iety has omitted to have a suffi­
shameful details befo~e the Courts, by Freeqon, which. also OJ?ene.d a·. de~ ._ cient number for the benefit of ,unhappy beir,igs of his ~ip.d: I 

fencJ3 fund for the pnsoners .. , Next ~o1lo- ed th~ prosecut10n -of the. · " Therefore' there should be no punishment · for that from which 
Co~inionweal for tak~ng ~he same line in less.measured Engli~h: Mean- there is no es~ape." ..... " ' '. · 
while, ; unemployed riots m Germany and the Ravachol affair in France - . . , • · , 1 •• . • · ' • ,, ' 

were .followed by great strikes in Australia, in th'e English sh~pping, Yri~1; ~he, righ~ ~f .e~istence ,we have.: · . . . . ... 
we~vrng and coal tr:;i,des,. the Carnegie riots· and violent police persecu- . Seemg, that it I? to P~ rElg~~~ted when l!l a w~ll orgam~ed society . a 
tions in America, colliers' riots in Belgium, riotous strikes"in Bristol, - ~em?er 1 of .s};ch soc1~ty, m part1~ular the mother of~ f.anp!~' s~?uld be 
H;q.ll, A.ustria, Italy; then came the great English coal war, the Sicilian : m n~e.~ of bread fr~m ~o fault of her own ; when s.uch a ~1tuat10? pre­
revol t; then the Barcelona, Vaillant, Bourdin, Henri, Carnot, Roman ~ents itself . ·, . the Judge can a.nd should humanely mterpret the mfl.ex-
a:ffairs, all, ?r almost all, met or provoked by the violence of govern- ibl~ m~?dates .0 f the la~. . . .· . . . 
rnents: s~nkes p\it down by armed force, prosecutions for opinions and . ~eerng th~t. hunger is apt to taJrn from every humai;i bemg a portion . 
"te?dencies,: 's~vage~entences; wholesalepressprosecutions· inG~rmany, of :~is · ~:ee vohtwn ......... : . . . . , . . . . 
ant1-Anarchis~ laws m France, the trial of Grave and the Thirty; end- · . . See11:g t~at_ pro~nty a:nd delicacy of pe1.cept10n are two v1~tues i~fin­
le$S impris~nments and several barbarous executions in Italy and Spain,_ itely easie~ to, practice when bne lacks nothrng than when. on.e is dapr1ved 
an ~ra of v10lence and wholesale injustice. In England, during the'. same of ,~v.e_ryt~rn/$...... . . . .. 
per10q, we had the Francois and Meunier extraditions, the CantweJl . C,on~!?ermg tb~t he ~ho is . presi;;ed ?Y the i~exorable ne~essities ~f 
and Young and Cantwell and Quinn prosecutions and the atta~ks 'on ex1st~~ce !and ... obtap:;-s a p1~ce o~ . . bread with the view of nourishment is 
Free Speech, notably in. Hyde Park .and at Manchester. ' During, this no~, gm~ty of t~~ ~fle:ice of beg~mg · · · · ·: · 
tro~blous t wo years Freedorn stood firmly on: the side of the rebels and .Se~m~ th~t the n?,ht of existence is the inalienable patrimony of 
aga1pst the s.uppr:essors of rebellion in word· and deed, even when .'the the huma~ ~erng ... ~ · ; ', 1 • 

rebels us~d w~apqns which no humane· person can approye in cold 'blood . F~r~her on . . w.e ·~om,.e to conclusions f:ull of humanity and good sense 
(See "Anarchism and Outrage," republished•from Freedom for Dec.,1893: on the position of thie,·es who .recomi;nence stealing the moment they 
"J)esperate men choose their own methods; if1 •• those methods are brutal .quit prison in ordei· to be again. con.demned and committed to the fright­
and revolting, the crime lies mainly with the men who' drive their fel- : ful refuge t~ey have just lost, it being a fate preferal;>ie to that .of ab­
lmys to desp('lration "). On . the other hand, Freedom did, not either ad- solute want of bread and shelter. ;Th~m , ·a.gain, .it i13 tb~ ~~E?.tched 
vocate or applaud outrage; its own policy advocated a coritinuou.s and pilferers of food, the ·mgmdicity of beings dy~ng with hunger, -or thE;l cow~ 
en~fgetic endeavour on the part of the w0rkers, organ.ised · in Trade ' ardly seaucer who d'isapp'ears, abandoni~g the girl-mother. Jn all these 
Un10ns,. Co-operative Societies and other voluntary asso'ciatfons, to ob- · cases whether: it is a question of condemnation or acquittal, the justice 
taip. by direct action, such as refosing to act as wage-slaves; the control •. dispensed .by Magnaud ever show~ itself worthy of the narrie and some-
of the means of production; so that 'the producers and distributors, may · thing very different to what one usually sees. . 1 

·' . · 

become their own employers, with the right to dispos~ of what t~ey :I nbtE;l ,th.at icertain journals accuse· .this · good judge of Anarchism. 
make. . , .. · They recognise, then, that one cannot be just without being an Anarch-

In July 189.2, ~~ appeal; written by W. Wess and firstl, pu"Dlished' in isti ?r '+'he Par~s correspondent @f the Pall Mall Gazette tlaments on · this 
!1·eedo11i, wa~ ssue~ as a leaflet by some Anarchist trade unionists, call- point that Presiden~ ·~fagnaucl abandons those· .he is charged to defeµd 
mg upp J:?. Br1.tish ,trade societies to insist upon fair pl~y for Anarchist 1 in order _to defend their ,enei;ni~ , We knew well that the magis.ter•ial 
La~or deleg~t~s at ~he Zurich C01;1gress . . The' manifest unfairness with · mission· is , t4e. defenq~ of the Privileg~d. But this fra11k ad.~issio~. by 
which all anti-parliamentarian delegates _unple~sing to' the Marxist., the capitalist press is wor~~ ~e,m.e~bering. ·T. ~· 

.. - ! ' 

· ?i'°l .. ... ···.}-' • 
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THE PYRAMID OF TYRANNY. 
By F. DoMELA NIEUWENHurs. 

II. THE PoLICE.-Besides the wigged and ermined gentlemen of 
the courts of justice who do the delicate work, there are also persons 
for the dirty work, and this task is reserved for 'the police. And 
yet those who have got to do 'that job-which is so me~n that gen­
erally the persons themselv_es are disgusted with it, and are ready to 
part with it as soon as they can get some other work for the same 
wages-those persons do not belong to the possessing, but to the 
working classes. They, having no property themselves, are to pro­
tect the property of others. 'l'hey, belonging to the class .who are rob­
bed, maintain the robbers in possession! In professional zeal, in 
the hope of ieward and advancement, they very often act impudently 
and mercilessly against their own brothers and cla$s-fallows. 

The despotism of the police is law nowadays, and t lle pourgeoisie 
has declined so much that it is fain cling to the police. Arrd the 
latter, well aware of this, is continually increasing its demands. The 
favorite, the hero of the bourgeoisie, is the helmeted policeman, upon 
whom it relies to restrain the people and suppqrt itself. The police 
is the sleuth-hound whose duty it is to catch the poor wretches who, 
in or~er to satisfy the hul)ger-of their wives and childre!J, al'e corn-. 
pelled to. take something from the provisions produced by their 
laboi·-and that they have b.een robbed of previously. 

For the same 1·eason that the poor see in the police their enemies, 
the rich look upou them as their friends. A strong proof that it is 
a class institutioll , a result of the class state. How insolently do 
they act against the laborersl How they dare to ill-use them, know­
ing well enough that it w.ill not be taken amiss-in them! And how 
they toady and cringe to the well~to-do ! · -

Y 8t, the police hav.e not much reason to be contented. For are 
not they, too, sent home with wretched wages? Are not they com­
posed of proletarians, slaves, upon whom the same yoke has been 
laid as upon all the other la borers? Is not this the very reason why 
they are _often mercenary, in such a way that (for a tip) they are wil:. 
ling, if not to commit a murder, at least to be blind to it when it is 
committed ? · 

So the police is the accomplice of prostitution, as .is proved by the 
fovelaition::; about the trade in girls and women, ·which is internation~l 
under the high protectjon of the police. · . · ! ' . 

So it is the constant support of the manufacturers in every strike; 
for, without any inquiry which of the two parties is right,· the police 
always takes the side of the master instantly against the wor'·ker. · 

So it is the hope and comfort of the rich, who rely ·on it t'o protect 
their properties. , ' · 

Always on the side of the possessors antl against the laborers. 
. Who are the first to act against .the worker, to find fault with him 
at the least effort to render his bµrden Jess oppressive? 

The police, mounted and unmotir.ted. 
Who treat the workers to cudgel .and sabre strokes whenever they 

attempt to throw oft' their yoke of bondage? 
Again, th~ police, .mounted and unmounted . 
That they obey the orders of higher-place~ persons, doesn't matter. 

If we are surprised on the road by a footpad, do we ask him in that 
case whether he does so of his own free will or by order of other 
people? 

No, we do not. 
There is no difference whatever to you between being beaten to 

death, kicked and ill-treated by order of other persons or by some­
.body's own free will. 

Some people say : It is not the fault of these men, they are sent; 
they too are the result of the social disorder. , 

That's all very well ; but if they are the result of the social dis­
order by thrashing us, we are so by not suffering them to thrash us. 

Properly speaking, the m1irderer who murders by order of others 
is much more despicable; for he is a professional murderer, he some­
times does not even know 'why he is murdering, while the man who 
murders of his own accord at any rate has his reasons for doing so. 

"But there are, also, respectable policemen," we often hear. 
Nonsense! Among gangs of robbers there are also "respectable" 
people. Among the greatest robbers, we have Gould, Vanderbilt, 
Rothschild, etc. Are not these all "respectable" men who are ad­
mitted and f Hed in all circles? . To the victim it amounts to the 
same thing, whether he is slain by a "respectable" or any other ruffian. 

In one of our great newspapers we read a short time ago : " Just 
as there is a spirit of popery and a bourgeois spirit, so there is a 
police spirit .... Every person who enters the police station to get a 
place there will be influenced by that spirit, even if he were quite 
free from it before." What is this police spirit? Its characteristic 
point ~s : HATRED AGAINST THE POOR. Indeed, the police has been 
established ouly to take care that the rich can sleep quietly. Its 
principal aim in social life is to protect the possessing clas8es and to 
prevent the non-possessors from taking anything from those who 
possess all . The police man must see his natural enemy in the poor 
man. 

The poor man must be a criminal, at any rate he is one in ernb1·yo 
and is at all times liable to develope into one. It does not protect 
the pool' man in earning his daily bread honestly. It .watches him 
as a criminal in liberty, and takes him into custody as soon as he 
shows the least proof of weakness. Nor has the police the least in­
terest in stamping out crime. The existence of criminals is the on]y 
excuse for its own existence. Instinctively it nurses crime-for the 
sake of self-preservation. 

And yet, ~1lthough t.Le possessing classes spenJ. more and more for 

the police', it cannot pqssibly satisfy the i~creasing demands in the 
long run. · ~fo~eovelj, th_e highe.s~ bidder ' ins the prize; so that on 
the very day liat the 'pos'Sessing classeifare subdued; the whole police 
will go over to the tlew gov.erning power. l Not caNng a bit who is 
i~s m~s~er-, the .police wn1 - p~~-~i.tli ~ m-llC?,, p~easure on or;i.e da_x: 
mLong hve the kmg I Long hy~ _hlie emperor!" as on the_next day: 
;: ,Th~ ~R~p .-.oliC for: ever I" Fa 'rners are al ways on· the side of the . 
·tri..U:inph n_t party. · ' · 

As the possessing classes are a power, allied internationally, 'Ye 
·can?.~~ b~ ~vr~r-~se;-d .at ~~ei5 having ~fgai:iised ~he yolice internation­
aliy1in or<:ler to counteract m that way the labormg classes who are 
organising themselves internatiqnally. < 

In the long run, the police will not be able, however, to oppose 
the worker; for the property of every possessor would want a police­
man to protect it and that will not do. What a. spectacle would the 
world then offorl Next to every poor fellow, pale with hunger, 
there would be a rich man, pale with fear, and between the two the 
policeman, armed to the teeth, ready to strike the former down on 
the very first suspected movement. 
- As a rule, t~e police and the judiciary go hand in hand, being 

both servants of the same master: Capitalism. _ And if the police 
goes too far and acts too stupidly, then it may be true that the judi~ 
ciary deserts her partner to save appearances; as soon as the case is 
a critical one they will go together and they are not to be trusted. 
Though there are many complaints against the police and a great many 
persons urg~ the necessity of a reorganisation, it will be of no use. 
Just try to improve a prison, you will never be able to make a good . 
prison; for p1·ison and good are two ideas of which the one excludes 
the other. So it is with the police; you will never succeed in getting

1 

a good police; for that which in itself is bad can never become good, 
be it arranged as it may. 

But capitalism uses every·means to retain its power. Spying, 
inciting people against one another, sowing distrust amongst. those 
who -should combine to free themselves, dividing in order to rule 
-those are the means that are actually used from day to day. It 
despises the traitor, but avails itself of treachery; it despises the liar, 
but us·es lies. 

The poli<'.e is therefore one of the violent means of power, used by 
the possessing classes to b'e the masters· and to be able to keep up 
that position. By -means of the sting of hunger it provides part of 
'the working class "~'ith weapons in order to keep the other and great­
er part in obedience, which is the easier as this part is unarmed. If 
you ask: what is the power of the police, by which it is able to keep . 
the masses under rest1-aint? the answer must be, that it is not so 
much the stick and the s.word as the ce1·tainty of being permitted to 
beat-nay, even to kill-while the workers know that fol' every blow 
applied t<? the sacred person of a policeman they will be committed 
to prison for weeks, months, nay for years. Secure in .that impunity , 
the, police is strong against the ui:iarmed masses. 

III. THE ARMY .-The last stronghold of capitalism· is the army; 
with its cannon and guns and its severe organisation. If you ask 
the governments (which are nothing but the agents of the possessors) 
what is the use of the armies, they will all tell you tha.t they are 
necessary to defend the independence of the country against other 
nations. But this is not true. It only seems to be so. In reality, 
the armies are used against the workers in orde1· to secure the power 
of the possessing classes. · 

Do we not see the army used whenever it is considered necessary 
to secure order(!) and peace(!)? A strike has scarcely broken out 
somewhere, before soldiers are sent there to be always on the side of 
the masters and to protect their lives a.nd property against the work­
ers. When taxes are to be squeezed out of the people, is it not by 
means of soldiers-who are ordered to assist the police in keeping 
the people down ? When the people try to defend thefr rights by 
meetings and demonstrations in the streets, immediately the troops· 
are ordered to be ready in the barracks to march against the people· 
at the first signal. 

In all displays of power by the governing classes, the army is made· 
use of. What is a common saying with the bourgeoisie at the most· 
trifling rebellion ? " Send the soldiers up and let them shoot down. 
the rebels without ceremony I" · 

Is not this also shrewdly arranged? Part of the people are com­
pelled at a certain age to bid farewell to home and parents, work. 
and friends, to be clothed in fool's dress with red or yellow orna­
ments, and to be taught the trade of slaughter.1 By dividing them 
an effort is made to form a separate class which, when incited against· 
the citizens, is willing to destroy them.· It is called an honor to· 
wear the soldier's coat; notions of rank are cultivated to incite sol­
diers and citizens against one another, in order to be the better able 
to use the former against the latter. And yet, who are our soldiers?· 
Sons of , workers, whose interests have not changed because they 
have temporarily been dressed in other clothes, but remain the same 
as those of their fellow workers in their wo'rking clothes or blouses. 

So when soldiers are ordered to go to a strike, we see workers in 
uniform standing opposite to workers in civilian dress, and when 
the command to "Fire!" is given these soldier-workers are ordered. 
to shoot their fathers and mothers, their brothers and sisters. They 
serve to cause a civil war at the pleasure of capitalism, which is sure· 
of its power as loug as .it is able to practice the ancient doctrine of 
"Divide and rule" on the masses. · 

I In Holland, the same as in the otlu~ r countries on the Continent of' 
Europe, we have the Na]Joleonie couseription; only a very sm \ll number of 
soldiers are volunteers. 

/ 
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N·OTES. 

emporium of the ki.nd ever seen. Mad.ame.Boucicault ~as a woman poss~ssed of 
a great heart as well as of a great brarn, and her bus111ess owed not a little of 
its monetary success to the fact that it was condu'cted by her on really co -o pera­
tive principles. Each of her shopme~ and ~hop women, 11:s well, of course.' as all 
those concerned with the purely clencal side o.f th~ busmess, wets a:dmitted by 
her to a share in th,e profits· . . . . 

Not content with doing this, she further e.stabhshed m con~ection with her 
employes homes of rest, holiday homes, a hospital, and an anmuty fund, and at 
her death it was found that she had divided her vastfortun_e among her ~orkers, 
the sum left in each case being carefully graduate~ accordmg to the tim~ the 
legatee had been in the service of the Bon Marche.. Th<:! ben~ficent and kmdly 
spirit of Madame Boucic.ault seems even i;iow t? ~xer~1se a good 1;11flue~ce o~ those 
employed in the huge shop, and th.e passrng vISitor lS treated with excep.t10na.1ly 
kind consideration, no attempt bemg made to compel a pu~chase, while w~th 
unwearied good nature both the shopmen and s~opwomen ~111 show ev;erythmg 
that is to be seen, betraying no disappointment i f the pract.ICal result is for the 
moment nil. , 

We do not give this a an example of Socialism~ and, ne,edl~ss 
to say, it is something quite disti~ct from . ~narr;h1st ~ornmumst 
conceptions of organisation; but it has the .1mrr~ense i.mportai:ce 
demonstrating the ad vantages of enc~ura~mg m s?crnl and rn­
dustrial-life feelings· of fraternal sohdaritJ. It is a complete 
answer to those .wiseacres who profess to know human nature 
so much better than "dreamy n An'archists, and are constantl.v 
lamenting that we shall all go to the dogs without. the. birch in 
the school the "cat" in the prison and the capitalist at the 
head of pr~ductive and distrib~1ti ve organisations_ as a kind ?f 
·heaven-sent blessing to the workers V\fho, by holdmg over their 

PROPAGANDA INDEED! ---- heads the Damocles' swo,rd of starvation, prevents them from 
H ow does the following from the Clarion of N ove·mber lOth becominp the fat, idle, lazy fellows they would surely be if the 

strike our readers? capitafo;t wasn't there to rob them. · 

Socialism is propagated by the ~vind. ~ome 0f the seed falletli iu ~toriy place~ rrHE REASON w HY-. 
and behold it tak:eth root and fiounsheth like a money lender. Here lS an extrac 
from a sold1:er in the lst Yorkshire Regiment:- 'J'hey laugh best who laugh last. At. the· time of the. suppres-

"By the way, it may interest you-I am sure it would Nunquam-to know sion of the Anarchist Congress in Paris, Jaures and Lis hench­
that just bdore we entered J.olJ.annesburg I with some others went loo~ing and men, · as also a section of the French 'press; amused themselves 
got iuto a house in Germiston an,l there found a pile of Clario.ns. and Merrie f h t f h 
E'Yl.gland, which st\emecl to have been well but carefully used. I did mtend keep- with gibes at the expense O t e promo :er~ 0 t e con.gre.ss, 
ing them but could not carry them, so made fires ·with them; but I ·kept Merrie which ·they stated had . never been proclaimed by police or 
E ngland, which has been well used and discussed by reservists ever since. I tell government: the A:iarchists. had simply knuckled under to 
you we a.re electioneering here out in the wilds of Sou_th Africa. I thjnk the book the f'l"OWn of a pohce supermtendent. . On N 0 vembe. r 8th, 
has made a good impression on som.e of the men. T~eir hea~s are not muddled 
with drink JUST Now, so they can understand things."-[ltahCS<ours .] Deputy Cl9v.is Hugues. in~erpel~~ted . the . Chamber in. the 

Man is like the weather, he is prophesied and behol~ he won't. He goeth . . interests of fair play and JUStICe. Why had the International 
about looting and is converted to ·Socialism. ' · Workingm~n's Congress been forbidden t? ?'ssemb]e ,? ~e was 

We do not lrno;yv what sort of Socialism "The Whatnot," who not an Anarchist himself, but he was for glVmg them the hbe~·ty 
is responsible for the aboye, professes, but we ·should iJJ?,agi:ne to which all were entitled. What harm could their congress 
he belongs to the . sc.ho0l ~hat "Nunquam" adorns . .. ,The have done?" He reminded Waldeck-Rousseau 0f the time 
coolness with whjch this .Reservist . talks of . the .loofa:ug and when he needed and was glad of the suppm:·t of Anarchis~s. He 
the drunkenness makes one shudder .to think what .his .idea failed to understand why the go·vernment should not obJect to 
of a Soci alist society would be like. Again, , we look in . :vain their co-operation one day and· sta1.np upon ~hem the next. '11he 
for one wcrd of condemnation or indignation from · " The Minister's reply settled the qti.est10n as regarded the suppres­
Wha.tnot" at the at~ocious work the man is engaged in. Yet sion of the congress by the government. . "The Goverr;iment 
the situation is simply diabolical, for it comes to this; that had acted legally and regularly in forbid~ing th.e assemblmg of 
we are destroying the home of an inoffensiv.e, liberty-loving th'e W orkingmen's Congress, as the Anarch:st P:'ogram_me 
comrade in the Transvaal who was a reader of the Gla1·ion would have been developed at it. .He could e~s1ly raise them­
and an admirer of "M-errie England".! And who shall say diguation of the members before him by showmg the language 
what years of hard toil had made that home, and what ideals that had been held-not at this congress, for fortuna tely they 
of a better future for humanity had begun to permeate it! had been able to prevent it-: but at similar reunio.ns. He did 
And all t his turned to ashes by the hands of English soldiers not much like acting as he had done; but he and h1s colleagues 
who are discussing ''Merrie England n ! Merrie England had applied the law, such as .it stood, under such circmnstanc~s 
indeed ! There will be a ttrrible awakening and a heavy that had they acted otherwise the government would h.ave ill 
pen:1nce to be paid before England will ever be '~Merrie" understood its duty to France and elsewhere ...... ..A..s for himself, 
agarn . nothing would have induced him to risk the sbgh~est moral 

complicity in the discourses tha~ would have t~ke:i place; there­
fore the law w.as applied.)' This ended the mc1dent so far as 
the Chamber was concerned. We do not think it has ended it 
so far as the .Anarchists are concerned. . If the Anarchists of 
other nations follow the spirited example of the Spanish f~der­
ation now forming and the result becomes an h:t~rnational 
Union there may he merry times in store for the M1msters who 
sta;mp upon us today. Menn while we. hope our Frenc~ comrades 
will supply M. Waldeck-Rousseau with a presentat10n copy of 
the Repoi·ts when printed in volume form. The perus~l may 
soothe his moral susceptibilities. As for the "Anarchist pro­
gramme," we pity the member of ~ny go:vernme?t who thmks 
that a kick will kill it; at least thlS particular kick has set the 
ball rolling . . 

MA.KING HIS'l'ORY. 
The landing of Kruge r at Marseilles. will be an important 

event in history. 'I'he ver!Ilin of the English Press have heaped 
every insult possible and impossible on the head of this old 
man, who~ whatever his faults may be) stands out as a heroic 
fi.gur8 beside the pitiful pigrnies of the . English Government. 
The true prnportion of things will now begin to come home to 
the English people. K ruger has given his messa.ge, and we 
know he speaks the truth. Ever.Y man, woman, and child in 
the Transvaial, he tells us, will die sooner than surrerrder. Is 
there not enough virility in the English n ation to stop this 
war on women and children ( Is there n ot enough manhood 
a.mongst the advanced parties and the intellectuals io com­
mence the campai.gn at once, and arouse the nation to a sense 
of the terrible depths nf infamy into which we are being 
dragged by the fiend s who are responsible for this war ? We, 
as English people, p1'otest wi.th all our pcwer against thjs un­
speakable outrage on ou1· common humanity, and arc willing 
to give all the help we possibly can to save ourselves from a 
dishonour from which we can never arise to be as we were 
before. 

NOT A BOURGEOIS v IEW OF HUM.AN N .A'l'URE. 

We quote the following from the Daily Telegraph of Oct. 23: 
In the course of au article on how to shop economically in Paris, Miss Marie 

Belloc tells the story of the celebrated Bon .Ma.rche. It was the life-work of a 
woman, the justly-famous Madame Boucicaul t, aud it was 1i t~ially the first 

"THOU SHALT NOT KILL." · 
BY LEO TOLSTOY. 

When Kings are tried and ~xecuted like Oh~rles I.! Louis XVI., 
Maximilian of Mexico or killed in a palace conspiracy like Peter III., 
Pan! and all kinds of 'sultans, Shahs, and Khans, the event is genernlly 
pass~d ovel' in silecce· But when one of them is killed without a trial, 
an.d not by a palace conspiracy, like Henr~ IV., ~lexandel' II., Oct.mat, 
the Empress of Aust.ria, the :::Jhah of Persia~ .and JUh~ n?w K.mg Hum­
bei·t, then such murder cause~ g1·eat surpnse and i°:d1gnat10n among 
Kings and. Emperors, and those attached to them, as if these per.,;ons 
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w~re the great enemies of murder, as if they ~ever p~ofited .by murder, 
never took part in it, and never gave order~ to commit it. A~d yet 
the kindest of these murdered Kings, such as Alexander ~I. or Hum­
bert, were guilty of the murder of teq.s of thousands of persons killed 
on the battlefield, not to mention those executed at home, while hundreds 
of thousands, even millions of people have been killed, hanged, beaten to 
death, or shot by the more cruel Kings and Empe.rors . 

. The doctrine of Christ annuls the law: "An eye for an eye; a tooth 
for a tooth;" but .men have always followed, and still fol~9w this iaw to 
the most tE!rrifying length. They do not even confine themselves to 
the principle : ''an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth;" but or9er the 
murder of thousands of persons without any previous provocation, as 
e. g. takes place when war is declared; these men therefore have no 
right whatever to be indignant when this law is applied to themselves 
and in a proportion so small that to a hundred . thousand 9r perhaps 
even a million persons killed by order or with the approval of kings 
and emperors, there is scarcely one king or one emperor slain. · 

K ings and emperors should not be indignant when such murders as 
those of Alexander II. or Humbert occur; but should, on the contrary, 
be surprised that. such murders are so rare, considering the ·continual 
and universal example of committing murder they themselves set the 
people. . 

The people en masse are so well hypnotised that they see what passes 
before their eyes without understanding its signification. They see 
bow much care is taken by kings, emperors, aind presidents for the 
discipline of the troops ; they watch the reviews, manamvres, and 
parades which are organised by the fOl'mer, and about which they 
boast to each other ; they run to see their brothers clad in braided and 
·motley costumes, the costumes of clowns, transform themselves at the 
sound of trumpet and drum into machines executing a simultaneous 
movement at the commai;:id of a single man and they do not understand 
what it means. And yet the meaning of these manamvres is very clear: 
they are nothing but preparation for murder. 

It is to lull men to sleep in order to make them instruments for mur-· 
-der. And those who do it, who direct these preparations, who are 
proud of it, are kings, emperors and presidents. And is it :tliese who, 
entirely .occupying themselves with murder, making a spM~ality of it, 
-always wearing military uniforms and murderous swords at their sides, 
are shocked and indignant when it is one of themselves who falls? 

If the regicides commit murder under the influence of their feeling 
·of indignation evoked by witnessing the sufferings of the enslaved people, 
for which sufferings they hold Ale:x;ander II., Carnot, or Humbert res~ 
ponsible, or by the personal feeling of desire for revenge, however im­
moral such pQrson's conduct may be, still it is comprehensible .; but how 
·can an organised body of Anarchi.sts* by whom, ·as it is now reported, 
Bresci was sent out, and by whom another emperor was threatened, 
how can it, quietly considering means of improvement of the condition 
of the people, find nothing better to do than to murder, people, the kil­
.Jing of whom is as useful as cutting off one of the Hydra's heads? 

The kings and emperors have long since established among themselves 
a n organisation analogous to the mechanism of those guns where one 
shell as soon as fired is replaced by another. The king is dead ; long 
live 'the king! Why, then, kill him? 

It is only to a supel'ficial observer that the murder of these men can 
seem a means of salvation from the oppression and wars which carry off 
human lives. · · 

It is sufficient to being to rem3mbrance that these oppressions and 
wars take place independently of these men who are at the head of the 
government-Nicholas or Alexander, Frederick or William,. Napoleon 
or Louis, Palmerston or Gladstone, McKinley or some other-to under­
stand that it is not such or such persons who cause oppression and war 
from which the people su:ft'er. . . 

The misery of the .People is not caused ·by individuals, but by an order 
.of society by which they are bound together in a way that puts them in 
the power of a few, or more often one man: a man so depraved by his 
unnatural position of having the fate and lives of millions of people in 
his power that he is always in an unhealthy state, and suffering more 
or less from a mania of self-aggrandisement, which is not no.ticed in 
him only because of his exceptional position. 

E ven without speaking of the fact that from their very childhood 
until their death these men are surrounded by the most foolish luxury 
and a constant atmosphere of lies and flattery; their whole education 
all the instruction ·which they receive, is reduced to this single subject ~ 
to study past murders, the best means of the present time to murder 
.and the beet way to p1·epare for future murder. From their childhood 
they are taught murder under every possible form; they always wear 
instl'uments for murdel'-swords and sabres-they dress in different 
uniforms, have revi~ws, parnde~, manceuvre~, pay each other visits, pre­

.sent each .other with decorat10ns and regiments, and not only do not 
find a single man to call these things by their real name, to tell them 
that it .is criminal and shameful to occupy themselves with preparations 
for murder, but on the contrary they see only enthm,iasm on all sides. 
·Crowds of peopl~ are. alwa.ys runnin~· in the sti-~ets evei-y t·ime they go 
out, at each of their reviews, g1·eetmg them with enthu::;i<1s111; and it 
.seems to the~ t~at it is the 'whole peopl~ which is expres;;ing it;; approval. 

'l'herefore, it is not 11ecessa1-y to kill .Alexanders a.nJ N ichola;;e~ 
Williams and Humber-ts, but oniy to len,ve off WlJjJOl·tin cr the sociai 
-condition of which they are tbe product. It is the selfis l1ne~s a.nd stu ­
pefied state of the people who tiell their freedom and their honor for 

* '1.'olstoy, living in Russia where ne\YS penetrates only with difficulty, p 1· i­
dently believed the bourge •is press which attributed th e individual act of P:res r· i 

;to an orga11isation 01· plot of Anarchists. 

ins.ignificar~t material advantages, which supp.orts the present state of 
society. 

The persons who have a low place on the social ladder, brutalised as 
they are by a patriotic and· pseudo-religiou" education, and incited on 
the other hand by their personal interest, cede their liberty and human 
dignity to those who are placea higher . than themselves and wlio offer 
to them material advantages in exchange. Those who are placed on a 
somewhat higher step, find themselves in the same situation: under the 
influence of their brutishness and especially in view of the material pro~ 
fits, they cede their liberty and dignity in the same way to the others. 
It is the same with those who hold a still higher place, and so it con· 
tinues to the highest places-um.til we come to the persons or person at 
the top of the ladder. He has nothing more 'to acquire, is only influ­
enced by one single motive: ambition and love of power; he is mostly 
so demor::i.lised and brutalised by his power of life and death ·over others 
and the flattery and the vapo11ing with which be is surrounded that, 
while incessantly d0ing evil, he is convinced of achieving the welfare of 
humanity. 

It is the nations themselves who, sacrificing their dignity to · material 
profits, produce these men incapable of acting otherwise than they do ;. 
and the people get angry when these men commit stupid and bad acts. 
To kill them is the sa.me as fi.rst to spoil a child and afterwards to beat 
it. 

In order to have no more oppression, no more unnecessauy wars, in 
order that nobody should think of. becoming indignant ·at those who 
seem responsible and of killing them, but little seems to be needed. 
It will be sufficie:q.t that men understand the things as they are and call 
them by their real name, that they know the army to be an "instrument 
of murder, and that the act of mastering and directing it-as is done 
by kings, emperors and presidents with so much self-confidence-is. a 
preparation to murder. 

It will be sufficient that every king, every erpperor or president,. un­
derstands that his post in which he is charged to command the troops 
is not an important and honorable post, as the flatterers want to make 
him believe; but that it is low and degrading. It will be sufficient 
that every honest man understand1s that the payment of taxes u~ed for 
the maintenance and arming of soldiers-and, especially, personal miii­
.tary service--are not indifferent acts, but at once wicked and shameful; 
because he who commits them, 1'10t· only permjts murder, but himself 
participates in it. Then the poweF of kingt;, e~perors and presidents, a 
power which arouses our indignation and for which they are sometimes 
killed, will die out of itself. 

If men do not yet act in this manner, it is only because of the hyp­
notic influence governments for self-preservation so diligently exercise 
on them. Therefore, we can contribute towards stopping people killing 
king!? and each other, not by murder, murders · only strengthen t his 
hypnotic state, but by awakening from it. 

This is what I have attempted ,to do in this short article .. 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES .. 

, Looking back on the year that is about to end, my ·impression is that 
the progress of Anarchism, on the whole, has been a normal one; v~hilst 
reaction, on the contrary, is growing in an abnormal degree, absorbrng as 
it were what only a few years ago we all believed were definitely won for 
humanity and freedom. It is best to admit th~t,t the infamous event s 
which form the main part of thi8 year's history did not- with the ex­
ception of Bresci's act-produce actions or -even impetuonsly expressed 
feelings of protest, either from Anarchists or the exploited masses in 

· general to any appreciable extent. They were tFeated more or less as 
ordinary events, the subject of a few speeches or articles or leaflets and 
there the matter ended. 

Only a year or two ago we saw almost all whom we consider as friends 
of freedom take an energetic, of ten paEsionate part in the str uggle 
against militarism and clericalism in connection with the Dreyfus case 
in France. This year, the infinitely greater and viler crimes and hor­
rors in the Sout.h African Republics and in China find 4s almost meek 

· and void of spirit; the streets, which the P a1·is workel'S effectively pro­
tected for themselves against the Nationalist.and Clerical mob, beloug 
to "mafficking" brntes now. 'Many certainly did thei1· be;; t to resitit 
this current of callous brutality; but the immense reser·ve forces that 
would have been necet:sary, tbe latent strength, the instinctiYe r eY ult 
upon which one fancies a good cause can count-where have they been? 
.Where are 8pontaneous generosity, outbrn sts of indignation that sweep 
:a.way the perpetrators of infamous acts ? The time for all this seems 
gone; we simply read of these horrors, make our little comments on 
them, and that is all. 

Parliame1; tarism, by the way, must ~eem more superfluous now than 
it ever w;:is. Governments ha.ve quite adopted the practice of taking 
their most important and inemediable steps when Pa.rliament is not as­
sembled. For example: Ikiti:;h government forcing the Transvaal to 
war and the German govem;:nent, in the summer of 1900, entering 
upon the Chinese war. They know that they have only to enter upon 
a war to be qnite assured of their majority in any case, and of the elect­
ors too, as the last general election amply proved . And they m11y well 
laugh at the so called progi-essive pai·ties on parliamentary lines, '~ho 
oppo;;e to this collapse of parliameutarism and triumph of absol nti. m 
nothing 111tt H. pl'OpOStLl of tinkering a little With the political ffi:lCUill 1,;1·y 
(as the L-1 te Democratic ConventiJu in Loudon did). 



SUPPLEMENT TO "FREEDOM." December, 1900:. • 

~4=----------------------~~--~----------J....--~------------------~' ~-· ~;> =-'-
The world seems now divided into two classes of nations : the 

go,·erning and exploiting nations of the North (B:itish, ~ericans, 
Germans, Russians); and the many smaller and explo1te~ nat10ns .of the 
rest of the globe. The proletariat of .the Northern. nat10i:is remams,. as 
yet. solidary with the capitalists of their own countries agamst humamty 
and freedom, and no hope comes from this side. We have to look to 
the small nations in their .struggle for independence as the or;tlY uphol~­
ers of freedom and human dignity in present society. Their. ca~se is 
not lost; being an ·infinite minor_:ity ourselves, we have full belief m the 
power of conscio.us minorities .to overcon;i.e the hardest obstacles. · · I 
omitted France m . the above hst because it seems to waver between ??th 
g1·oup:;; of natio?s; w?ilst still ambitious to .be~ong . t? the ex~l~ftmg 
nations she may m reality be too weak to remam m thei: ranks, if sl,ie 
thre\v in her lot' some day with the exploited nations, this would be an 
inestimable help, and the struggle against despotjsm which ;ras taken 
up a hundred years ago in the wars of the French Revolut10n would 
repeat itself with new and brighter hopes of su~cess. . 

If it were asked: What have these considerat10ns to do with Anarch­
ist propaganda? I shoul_d say that one really feels little incli~ecl to dwell 
on the small domestic details of om movement when all tlns goes on 
around us. It seems like runni11cr forward on a ship which goes full 
steam backwards. Abstention fro~ politics never meant giving up. all 
interest in the creneral situation and confining oµr:_selves to propagatmg 
a certain doctri~e · but it means the destruction of politics and conse­
quently t he study 

1

and the employment of the means to do sb, and this 
requires full recognition and taking sides in all problems of th.e qay. 
The ex t ent of reaction durincr the last thirty years only now begms to 
be realised. P. Kropotkin's ~ecent articles: La Conspimtion boiwgeoise 
and L'invasion noi?-e (Temps Nouveaux, June 30, September 1 ), are 
comprehensive descriptious of this fearful state of things. N ow we see 
how i·ight and farseeing Bakounine was when, at the outbrea~ of t.l!e 
Fran co-German war in 1870, he made enormous efforts to rouse the 
workers to a decisive attack against existing Stat es ? efo;re it wai:; too late, 
before military despotism and .State power immens~ly strengthened 
made it almost impossible-which is the present situat10n. ·And when 
these a ttacks .against the State, such as the Paris Cor_nn;i.ui:e and ot?er 
revolts from 1870 to 187 4, had definit·ely failed, he agam m s1sted durrng 
his last years on firm resistance to the new in·vasion of Re~i gi~n, but ~his 
also failed. So, today, we see the State, R eligio_n and Oapit~hsm excited 
to fresh g1·eed -by African gold and Chinese m:1rkets, as trrnmphant ~s 
ever before. Of course it gives us pleasure to avert our eyes from tlus 
and to look at the efforts of our comrades in various countries, to which 
subject I am now proceeding. 

The French movement is spreading to a greater variety of circles 
than the English movement at present. Anarchists make themse~ves 
heard among trade unionists, . co-operators, in the spheres of educat10n, 
science and art. 

The Con aress of the federated Trades Councils of France (Paris, 
Sept. 5-8~ repudiated adherence to polit.i~al ~ocialist organ.i~ati~ns. 
As a practical means to combat the demorahsrng mfluence of militarism 
it suggested the establishment of informal and friedly relations between 
the local trade unionists and the young conscripts forced to enter the 
army. The F1ench Trade Union ·c ongress (Paris,. Sept. 1 0---:-1 4 )~ ?om­
prising about 20 Anarchists among 300 delegates, confirmed t his military 
resolu tion, and resolved on the motion of E. Pouget to give greater 
attention to the unskilled and agrictfltural workers; boycotting and 
sabotage (go ca.nny) were accepted as means of defense, and t he General 
Strike was declared the only effective means of definite action. Com­
paring these congresses with the absolutely idle qu~rrellings for. ~nd 
against M. Millerand which occupied nearly all the tmw of the political 
Socialists' Congress held afterwards, we feel relieved. vVe also saw a 
number of enthusiastic strikes going on and spreading : the dockers' 
strikes a t Havre, Marseilles, Rouen, D unkirk, etc. These strikes spread 
r apidly, other trades joined them, and they are all forer unners of t he 
General Strike which will probably never be a .result of preconcerted 
action but will · just arise under favorable· circumstances out of one of 
the many local strikes. 

Spain proceeds on similar lines. The masc,ns' society of Madrid con­
vened a congress of workers' societies (Madrid, Oct. 13-15) which in­
augurated the National F ederation of Spain, beginning with about 52,000 
members ; central office at Gerona (for further details see November 
F 1·eedom and L e£ Revistci B lanca supplement, Oct. 20). This organisation 
is anti-political and anti-authoritarian altogether. 

On t hese movements in France and the real situation of the F rench 
workers a r ecent book by F ernand and Maurice P elloutier ( La Vie 
Ouvrie1·e en Ehince, P aris, Schleicher , 5 fr.) is most inst r uctive. From 
ot her spheres of action I note L 'Educc£tion libe1·taire, the new organ of 
the liber tarian school movement; F. Domela 'Nieuwenhuis' lecture of 
t he same title (Paris, Temp s Nouveaux), and Gabriel Giroud's book, 
Cerripuis : education integ1·cile-co-ediwatation des sexes (P aris, Schleicher, 
xx, 395 pp .), a history of Paul R obin's effor ts for really free education. 
The P aris public crowded for a long time to see La Clai?-iere, a play by 
L . Descaves and M . Donnay on the development of an Anarchist 
colony; an excellent article, Les colonies anarchistes (Tenips Nouveaiix , 
July 7), records E . Reel us impressions on that occasion . A new Belgian 
review, L'Ejf01·t eclectique (Brussels), is a link added to the union between, 
modern art and literature and Anarchism, a union t hat bas become 
permanent as far as France·· and Belgium are concerned. I notice an 
article by Jacques Mesn il, dealing with the Lombroso superstition(.Me1·­
cu1·e de Fmnce, No. 126). Of Max S.tirner's individualist book of t he 

early forties; two French translations appeared t1iis ~e·ar. Christian~ 
Cornelissen wrote En marche ve1·s la Societe Nouvelle (1Par1s; Stock, 321 p·p.;. 

· PrinciP.les, Tendencies and. Tactics of the Class Struggle, is the sup-title). 
,The Sogiaiist Stu~ents published many pamphlets, mos~ly 0ongress ' re­
ports, and a r~print of Bakounine's Endv1rmeur.s, of' 1869 ; ~ :Pemps No·u­
veaux a pamphlet on strikes, by P. Delesalle, several series of song~, Les. 
Chants du Peuple, and the continuation of theiF series · of large 
engravings. ' · ; 

The Pere Peinard is no longer published; but the Temps Nouvec~ux· 
?-nd S .. ~:;ture's Libertafre are, also Hamon's monthly review; f/'Hivman_i

1

te· 
ffouveUe. ,The supplement to the Temps Nouveaux, :Nos. 1 23.:.._'32, con­
tain tl;ilil f q\lest reprint of the congress reports tliat is likely to l:)e , 
published. ·• ; 

. In Belgium and Holland, like in France and Spain, strong trade · 
unions begin to free . themselves from the politicians. At Liege, t he · 
movement to liberate Moineau, an Anarchist innoc<mtly imprison~d . 
since 1-893, draws together all revolutionary elements. The Bataille, of 
Namur, represents this broader curreu t, as De Vi·ije Scialist, Amsterdam,.. 
does in Holland .. · An-a1·chie has been restarted there and its publisher ,. 
Sterringa, printed for the last two years an An.archist pamphlet per--

' month, mostly translations, a useful task that has been seldom carried, 
out for such a length of time. The party of Recht voo1· , Allen, that . 
wanted t'o go· between Social Democracy and Free Communism, has now-­
collapsed; whilst Anarchists and Free Communists who recen tly held a:. 

· conference at Zwolle are getting on well. · 

The Italian niovement was in good progress in the first part of the 
year; L'A. vveni1·e Sociale (Messina), L'Agitazione (Ancona), Cornbattiam°'' 
(Genova), Il Pensiero Libertario (Pisa),. Il Risveglio (Florence) '.1nd other ­
papers appeared then; Cesare Batacchi, who passed 22 yerrs m prison,. 
had finally been liberated by popular agitation, ahd the abolition of the · 

.: domfoilio1 coatto . (transportation of uncon victed Anarchist and other ­
prisoners to islands) was ~ema~ded 3:11 over Italy. Bresci's act of J uly 
29 led· to violent persecut10ns for a time, all papers save the A gitazione: 
were Ru'ppress'ed and that usually appea~s with half its pages blank, the 
contents being' struck out by the censor. Public opinion to such an ex­
tent a'.pproved of Bresci's act that many hundreds of "apolog'ists " for· 
regicide were put in prison. for one or the other remark on the subject. 
As this' could only happen m those ~a:ses where some scoundrel was. 
present who gave information to the .polic~, one may safely assume that . 
scores of 'thomiands and more made identical remarks. This may also 
be· the opinion of the Italian government; in any case they found it 
wise to grant an amnesty in November, which, by liberating all prisoners. 
under one year and reducing sentences over one year by six months, sets 
most of these "apologists" and many other political prisoners free. Th~· 
movement' will sooh•be se~ on foot again and it will be-?efit by the expe­
rience won of the cowardice and want of backbone shown by the R epub­
lican and 8ocialist parties during the days foll.owiug Umberto's death. 
That was the supreme moment to distinguish between true men and 
false. · 

The Italians in Switzerland hav~ their own paper now, Il Risveglio 
(Geneva, published also in French ~s Le Reveil), edited by Swiss citizens; . 
these cannot' be expelled, arid an attempt to try them for the publicat ion 
of the Almanacco Socialista Ana1·cliico, of Ber~e, ignominiously failed . . 
In London Cause ed Ejf_etti, 1898-190~, was issued in September, a 
single number which may be the fore runner of a regular paper ; in 
view of the press lies I mention that it contains an article sicrned by 
Malatesta on Bresci's act: La tragedia di Monza. On the same

0
subject 

A. Cipriani issued a French pamp~let, Regicide (preface by J. Allemane ). 
In America the Italians publish La Qestione Sociale (Paterson), L'Au-

1·m·a (Yohoghany, Pa.), La P1·otesta Umana(San Francisco; suspended), 
L.a Voce del .Esclavo (Italian and Spanish, 1'a:mpa, Fla.); moreover papers­
in the Argentine Republic ( L'A vven~re ), Brazil:( Il Di1·itto, Coritiba) etc. 

Spanish and Portuguese America in general are rich in Anarchist 
papers and pamphlets, qhiefl.y in Spanish: La Protesta hnmana, Tribuna 
Libe1·ta1·ia, etc., even a paper in Santiago, ·Chile, El Acrata ; El Nuevo 
Ideal, Habana, etc.; and Portuguese 0 P1·otesto, Rio de Janeiro. 
· The Cubans had another experience of American liberty this spring 

·when Malatesta's meetings were prohibited in Habana. 

(To be concluded.) 

Very Scientific-But Plagiarism. 
(Continued from No. 149. ) 

As this 'article was originally written for F rench readers, to whom 
Considerant, as a Socialist author, is better known than t o t he English, 
it may be wis3 to give here only the most striking quotations and men­
t ion the pages where the reader who wants to compare the others can 
find them. 

III. 
Political and social ;Jower of the bourgeoisie. 

Marx and E ngels (page 9).-" ... Uorne r stone of the great monarchies 
in general, the bourgeoisie has a t last, since t he establishment of Modern 
Industry and of the world-market, conqu~ red for itself in t he modern 
representative St ate exclusive political s way. The executive _of th§ 
modern State is bu t a committee for managing the common affairs of · 
the whole bourgeoisie. 



FBEEDOK. 
, I 

55 

Victor ConsuUrant (page 10).-Who seizes all positions, all strat·e·~rc 
Y-}ines every basis of operations for commerce and industry~ W~o ~,n 
··vade~ everything, who becomes master of everything,! if it is not high 
-speculation a.nd the large capitals 1 . . . . _ •· 

V. C. (page 12)-Would you know ~~w ~ar this f~t.al feu~ahty.1s 
:already rooted in the ground aJ?-d prev~1lmg m t~e -pohtIC~l and soc~a~ 
movement~ [Quoting from fi?ance, war and diplomacy, . V .. . C?ns1d­
·erant concludes:] Is it not eviden~ after these examples, that .1t is no,~, 
the king, not the ministers, not the nation who govern, but already tlae 
industrial and financial feudality~ · 

M. & E., page 8.- V. C., pages 10 and 11. 
M. & E., page 11.-Y. C., page 26. ,, 

IV.-Conquest of the Market. 
M. & E., page 10.-V. C., page 22. 
M. & E., page 10.-V. 0., pages 22-3. . 

. r . ' 
V.-:;-Concentration of Labpr;, and Capital . . 

In the first part of the article we already compared Marx and Engels 
with V. Considerant in the following pages : 

M.&E.:8. V.C.,9,10,11. , · 
Here we give only on~ striking quotation, whieh shows clearly. wherEj 

Marx took his law of concentration of capital, which coneludes the first 
'Volume of his book, Das Kapital: 

claim is th~ glory of bei~g faithf~l pupils who repeated in their mother 
tongu,e what they ha.d learned froru a , master. . : 

It is impossible that Mar~ was unacqnainted with the existence 
of this manifesto. of the eminent Fourierist. The manifesto of Victor 

,con:siderant, publishe~ in 1843, had its second edition in. 184 7., 
just after the famous trial o.f the Fourierist paper, La Democratie Pac~­
fique. This trial ma.de a very great sensation i1: the world a?~ especi­
ally among the Socialists of that period. This second ed1~10 n was 
in special demand because it contained a full account of the ~ri~l. To 
suppose that Marx, who in his manifesto speaks of Fouri.erisrn a.n? 
Fouri,reists-~nly, calumniating them, it is true-was. unacquau:~ted w1tn 
the trial and the Manifesto, would be just; as illogical as to b.eheve tha.t 
a writer who participated in the Dreyfus affa.ir knew nothmg of Zola 
and his trial. Even more than this : Marx, being a young metaphy­
sic'.ian, arrived in France without any notion of Socialism or of the labor 
qut"stion. Germany, before the revolution of 1848, was par.tly plunged 
in purely political Radicalism (Young Germany), partly rn the fatal 
and reactionary metaphysics of Hegel. Marx and Engels have. drawn 
their social education, their knowledge of the economic and s~cial con­
ditions of the w-0rking c.lass from authors like Oonsiderant, Louis Blanc, 
Buret, 'J;hompson, Grey and others, who were either Foucierists, Owen­
ists or Sitint-Simonists. 

M. & E. (page 8)-...... The place of the industri&l middle 
taken by indu~trial millionaires. . 

I defy whoever it may be to deny that Marx knew the works of 
class was Victor Considerant, and especially ·his Manif•sto. And neither should 

it be said that Marx,. in this case, would quote from a Socialist author 
who has, in common with him, such a number of historical, economic ~d 
social ideas; . because this could be si:i.id only by one who knowd no~hrng 
about the literary proceedings of Marx. Has Marx ever ~rnnt10nP,d 
that the term sm-plus has been defined 'by Simon de Sismondi i Never; 
yet he knew his works . . Or, that Willilm Thompson, whom he quote.cl 
against Proudhon, based all his inquiries (1824-1829) on the same sur­
plus i Again, no. The same with Adam ·smith, from whom. he .l"l~s 
tak@n the whole theory of value, changing the word quan~ity mto 
quantum, etc.; he quotes from him only a secondary passage m. order 
'to combat him. But has he recognised him as the creator of this fun­
~amental. theory of Socialist revindications i No, never .. An~, th.e~, 
how he mutilated the best passages of Stuart Mill; rendermg him ridi­
culous as a bourO'eois whose works a O'ood Socialist must not touch, 
and fro.m ~horn h~ nevertheless drew his°the)ry of the tendency of pro­
fits to ·a minimum. 

V. C. (pages 10-11)-0apital invades everywhere, the power of the 
1arae capitals is ince.ssantly growing; they attract and absorb, in all 
bra°nches, the 2maller fortunes. Society is rapidly advancing to the 
formation of an ar.istocracy as oppressive as vil0; which already begins 
to oppress and crush us, which lies heavy on the people ,and which 
breaks, subdues and enslaves the middle classes themselves every day. 

.. .... This is a social phenomenon which characterises modern civilis­
ation. It follows step by step the cours~ of the commercial and indus­
trial systsm with its invasion of machines. This incessantly pumps the 
.national wealth into the reservoirs of the new arist.ocracy, where it is 
concentrated and creates legions of famished paupers ~nd proletarians. 
In Gre.at Britaifl we se,e, i;n the highest degree, this phenomenon of the 
concent~a.tion of capital in. the kands of a few aristocrats. France and 
Bel(i)'ium the two countries which follow Great Britain clo.3est i:Q. this · 
fals~ Industrial developm@nt, are also the Muntries where the new 
feudality is sp:eadi~g most rapidly. 

VI. -Class Struggle and Economic Crises. 
Class struggle, economic crises,; the greatest discoveries of Marx and 

Engel~ as t hE;l Social Dei:nocrats tell us. Let us see what their Koran 
says on the subject: .. ' . , ~ : ~ , . 

M. & E. (page 11 )-For many a decade past, the history of mdustry 
. and commerce is but the history of the revolt of modern producti_ve 
forces against modern conditions of production, against the property 
·relations '. that are the conditi9ns for the e~iste~ce of the h<;>urge_oisie 
and its rule. . 

[Against tb'is passage I could quote many v@ry brHHant statements 
.of V. Consid~rant . Let us take some of the shortest:] 

V. C. (pages 17-19), page 18; ~his idea (of revolutionary Comm~nism) 
which the influence of the rapid develop!1Jent of , the Proletariat, of 
pauperism and ·the ne_w feudality has ~l'O't~ght t~ ~ight in t~~ p:iiclst of a 
society 'st.ill permeated by the revolut10nary sp1nt, spreads among t~e 
workers ... .. ,. 1 .. No property I no proprietors I no exploitation of man by 
man I no heritage . ..... the earth for all I 

We omit the translation of the following co.rresponding passages : 
M. & E.,, p. 11.-V. (J:. p. 15. 
M. & E., P: 12.-V. C., p. 19. 
M. & E., p. 12.-V. C., p. 8. 
M. & E., p. 12.-V. C·, p. 9. 
M, & E., p. 13.-V. C., p. 8J9: 
M. & E., p. 14.-V. C., p. 20. 
M. & E., p. 16.-T. C ., p. 20-24. 
.M. & E., p. 16.-V. C., p. 13, 

M. & E., p. 11.-V. C., p. 23. 
M. & E., p. 12.-V. C., p. 8. 
M. & E ,, p. l~.-V. C., p. 23. 
M. & E., p. 13.-V. C., p. 9. 
M. & E., p. 13.- V. C., p. 10. 
M. & E., p. 14.-V. C., p. 32. 
M . & E., p. 16.-V. C., p. 8. 

' . 
But· this is not all. 
Why ·have neither Marx nor his i~separable .collaborato_r, Eng~ls, 

ever mentioned Louis Blanc, from whom they l1ave copied their doctnne 
of the r6le of the State in the Communist society i And for what rea­
son does . Engels, in his "History of ,the Devel?p~en~ of S?ientific 
Socialism," say not a singlQ word about a.11 the Socialist literature from 
1825-32 till 1867-the ,year of the pi;iblicg.tion of "~apita.l" ~ From . 
this one p.iight c.onclude that, ~fte~ Saint-Simon, Foun~r and R:· Owen, . 
European humanity did not occupy itself with the social quest10n, and, 
that neither Socialist 

1
agitatlon before tbe revolution of Feb. 24, 1848, 

"nor this i:·evolutjon itself, nor the bloody days of J un,e 1848, had taken 
'place. . . 

I invite you. honest people of all. parties, to study attentively the 
work of these Hegelian twins, and you will see yourselves that the 
more they borrowed from some Socialist author the less they speak of 
him • . 

Especially I appeal to you French and ~nglish Socialists, o~ wh?m 
these preteu~ed scientists-whose names you know-ende~vour. to im­
pose transl(i,tions of ideas collected from French . and English thrnkers­
Y ou will find still greater unfairness th.an 'th-is simple plagiarism of the 
work of V . Oonsiderant~ . 

· · Emboldened by success in their first plagiarism they began to appro-
. priate economic. and social la'ws and th~ories which are given as axioms 

in text books.' Who will believe, for example, that the law of wages, 
this famous law of the minimum, known a ce~tury since, could have 
been claimed by .Engels ·as ·a discovery made by him~ And yet the 
fact exists. ' , 

In an annotation of a Germlitn translation of . the pamphlet "Misery 
Tust two ·more quofatio~s ': of Philosophy" 1885, Engels says on pagea 26-7 wo~d f?r w~rd as foi-

-v • · ·' lows: "The law of tne minimum wages nec.essary for the existencf7 of 
M .. &}!J. (pages 20-21 )-What the ." bourgeoisi~, ' the,refore, produces . th~ producers. and for the cdntint,Ia t.ion of their race has been st:ited a~d 

-above all, are its own grav.e-diggers. ' · . · · ; . , prroved by ME ih Umrisse zu ei,ner K,ritik der Nationaloekonornie, PM1s, 
V: C. (pages 20-21)-The large capitals concentra.ting in aristocratic 1844.'' These incredible lines are to be found in the footnotes of that 

families and rpultiplying their-p9wer b~. the .system of great _sharehold- text. in which Marx in conformity with political economy ~reats th.is 
ing societies, become more and ·more prevalent. At last the develop- law as the law of wages of Ricardo. Because it is he who developed m 
itself of tbis prevalence ...... must necessarily provoke, sooner or later, a · .the''beginning, of the century the · form u}a 0£ ,the ~rench ec.onor~ist., 
·rev~lutioll,ary ~tr~ggle· on .social ground, '_ An? if a re.volutio~ . ~s made, Turgot, . which Li:Lvalµye, in bis schoo.l gook of ~~onomics (.Manuel d eco-
the ' oonquered are driven away · and the conqu0rors take all. Just ,. :noynieyolitiq.¥e), reproduces in t~e f9l.l<?wing term~: "It must be, and 
what the bourgeoisie ha~ :done t~. the .0ld ~obility a~d the ?lergy. ' so it is in, re,<Lli.ty, that the w!i'g~s of the workElrs m all branches are 

V. C. (pa~e 26)-Th,e rndu~trial feudah~y. const1tu.t~~ itself. The limited to w!1i;tt is necessary for their Jiving .. " 
1 

• 

proletariat is the .modern serfdom. . A s1rnil~r con.d~t10n, contrary to , · ... How coula 'Engels, . attribl,lte it to hirnselH By ignor~~ce, ~r mte~­
all rights ~f huma?1ty, to all co~tempor.ary soc~al .spmt c?u.ld. not ?ave . tionallJ ~ ,,, It ~s evident he kne-i t~at in political economies this law is 
develop~~ - itself witbo~t provok~ng new re~0Lut1ons, revo!ut10ns i:o Ion- 1 recogni~ed as ,,tl.ie law of Ricardo; ., this. is .quite cl~r from the same,, 
ger political bu t social and directed agarnst property itself, with the · tex't ·of Mat'x ... 'Lassalle also t.r~ats it as th~ ''iron law. of the. JWON-OMISTS . 

. cry: "To live working . ?~ to die figbtin~: the ea~·.t~ · for the ."'.'0r.hrs ! " , ·':I~ i,~ ~fcef:!sa.r~ to ?opti~ue ;with the : lis1~ of the. a~p~opriat.~oqs of 
M. & E ., p, 18.-V. C., P· 45. M .. '& E,, P· .,,2.-V .. C., P· .45,. these founders of Social Democracy whose aood faith is glor.1fied by 
In his prel~ce t~ the, English editi~~ of the Co,mmJ.l~ist , )J!Ianif~sto the ignora.nt i ·' If "y ~~/' :j: paq qu;te so~e t~ore pr.oofs of their "go()rl 

Engels" says that only the theoretical or first cha~te~ of t~eiz: J[anife~tp faiitb ',';for . exa~ple, their _qft-repeated, rnfamous e~lumny: that the 
still preserves its value; we can openly declare·atter ha.ving read these grea\ ~evolu,t1C?1Hst, Ba.k~-qnme, was a s~y of the Tsar. But let us fln.d 
.39 p;.i.ssag~s ':hi?h co_rr~sp°onrl ,so s~rangely ':v_i~,rr-Victor. Co-ir~iderai:iC's - ·-.her:~,· ·~I' l}~p~ that the honest people will understand n?w ':hy. tl1e1r 
manifesto, that rn this case the only glory which Marx and Engtls cau contempor~nes, the men of 1848 who knew the sources of thur sc10nce, 
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th'e vJ u;()f -their "good faith" had such a deep contempt for them. 
Such was tbis "'contempt tl:iat even the glorifying biographer of Engels 
i1 obliged to speak of it : "The democracy avoided them," says be; it 
held them in contempt, we add. 

And I should not be astonished if the democratic workers of the 
present will ratify the opinion of the men of 1848, 

The, Chicago Commemoration.. 

A meeting in commemoration of the 13th anniversary of the death of 
the Chica.go anarchists was held on Nov.· 13th in the Club and Institute, 
Holborn. The proceedings were opened by H. M. Kelly, and the list of 
speakers included comrades Kropotkin, L. Michel, Shepherd, Neede~, 
Malatesta, Marmol, Tcherkesov, Baron and \Ness, all of whom drew their 
moral from that never-forgotten story of official and bourgeois terror, 
which in America, as elsewhere, always culminates in some act of pm•e 
vengeance and barb111·ity under the cloak of Justice. Louise Michel (who 
had on]y arrived that morning from Paris) said that the seed of li­
berty when watered by the blood of martyrs such as those of Chicago, 
Montjuich and Milan, never perished, but spran.g into new life and vi­
g01· . At the present moment amid universal oppression and suppression 
the light of liberty was everywhere slowly strengthening, awakening 
every i::;luggard in thought or action as it touched his eyes. F rance 
wields a sword of power, but it is double-edged, while striking down on 
one side she is herself struck; she put her bureaucratic foot down on the 
Revolutionary Workingmen's Congress, but the determination of those 
workingmen to win individual liberty hRd only gathered force. Wars 
had become a mere excuse for the (},Orichment of the few, for hierarchieH 
of financiers and merchants; men's eyes were becoming open to this fact 
and it '"'ould bear fruit. Everywhere the popular conscience was awa­
king . There was no need for AnHchists to make plots-enough plots 
wern being made the world over by those in power. Thus -Louise; an""d 
all the ::-;peeches were delivered in the same earnest strain-an appeal to 
remember foose who had suffered and "gone before", to vigorously walk 
in th eir steps, to i·esist to the end with the same purposeful courage and 
determination the dead h~d shown. The hidl was filled by a strangely 
attentive and earnest audience. Even the Daily Graphic caricaturist 
who with his pencil was busy in our midst for the edification of his pa­
per of the 15th, cou]d find no fiercer term for the speakers than that 
tbey were quiet and fluent, as they "exhorted the men and maidens, the 
mothers and babies, packed together in the cigarette smoke, to live and 
die as Anarchists." As to that, did be know, little exhortation is needed. 
Was it through irony or by a mere oversight that the portraits of the 
new Cabinet, the nation's plotters, faced those of the Anarchists? It is 
interesting to note that the man at the head of affairs has two nephews 
and two sons, and the chief wire-puller one son, in possession of some of. 
the most lncrative offices of the Ministry or Government. · But of course 
this· is not plotting-this is Patriotism. For what are Politics? The 
art of getting a place. What is a patriot? A candidate for that place. 
But, ''never mind!'. as that poor, brave soul, La Maheude, says in 
Gm·minal, "a day will come when thei::;e things will be repaid." 

I' 

A SPLENDID DREAM. 
One night, after the three visitors had gone, Pierre, who had remained 

with Guillaume, saw him grow very gloomy as he slowly walked to and 
fro. He, in his turn, had doubtless felt that al1 was crumbling. And 
though his brother alone was there to hear him he went on speaking. 
He expressed all his horror of the Collectivist State as imagined by 
Mege, a Dictator-State re-establishing ancient servitude on ye·t closer 
lines. The error of all the Socialist sects was their arbitrary organisa­
tion of labor, which enslaved the individual for the profit of the com­
munity. And, forced to conciliate the two great currents, .the rights of 
society and the rights of the individual, Guillaume had ended by placing 
his whole fajth in Free Communism, an Anarchical state in which he 
dreamt of seeing the individual freed, moving and developing without 
restraint, for the benefit both of himself and of all others. Was not 
this, said he, the one truly scientific theory, unities creating worlds, 
atoms producing life by force of attraction, free and ardent love? All 
oppressive minorities would disappear; and the faculties and energies of 
one and all would by free play arrive at harmony amidst the equilibrium 
-which changed according to needs-of the active forces of advancing 
humanity. In this wise he pictured a nation, knowing no State tutelage, 
without a master, almost without laws, a happy nation, each citizen of 
which, complete·ly developed by the exercise of liberty, would, of his own 
free will, come to an understanding with his neighbours with regard to 
the thousand necessities of life. And thence would spring society, free 
association, hundreds of associations which would regulate social life; 
though at the same time they would remain variable, in fact often op­
posed and hostile to one a.nother. For progress is but the fruit of 
conflict and struggle; the world has only been created by the battle of 
opposing forces. And that was all ; there would be no more oppressors, 
no more rich, no more poor; the domain of the earth with its natural 
treasures and implements of labor would be restored to the peopl~, its 
legitjmate owners, who would know how to enjoy it rightfully and 
eensibly when nothing would impede their expansion. Then only would 
the 111w of love make its action felt; then would human solidarity, which, 
among mankind, is the living form of universal attraction, acquire all 

, its.._power, bringing men closer and closer together, and uniting them in 
:> one sole family. A splendid dream it w,as-the noble and pure dream 

of absolute freedom-free man in free society. 
:And thither a savant's superior mind was fated to come after passing 

on the .road the various Socialist sects which one and all bore the stigma. 
of tyranny. · . 

And, assuredly, 3;S thus indulged, the Anarchist idea is the loftiest,. 
the ·proudest of all ideas. And how delightful ~o yield to the hope of 
harmony in life-life, which, restored to the full exercise of its natural · 
powers, would of itielf create happiness.-:-From Pm·is, by E. Zola. 
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