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What a sa~guinary year of . oppression and social, political, moral and 
intellectual degradation bl'ings the Nineteenth Century to a close! . 

In the 1:-'ransvaal, in China., in the Phillippine Islands, in Armema, 
Finland-on every side we behold oppression or inju-st.ice, the whole~ale 
destruction of tho 11 sands of men, women and children, as well as efforts 
towards the complete extermination of nationalities: more often than 
not because these men, women and children, and these small nati<Jrn:\, 
love and are ready to die in defence of their liberty; their· country, their 
mother tongue. And to think that one of the greatest glories of the 
l 9th Century was actually the regeneration of formerly oppres8ed nation­
alities, the creation of independent kingdoms (Italy, ,Rbumania, Belgi~1m, 
Servia, Bulga1·ia, Greece, Brazil and· all the South American republics), 
and the revival of national and .autonomous life such as we see ·it in 
Hungary, Bohemia, and in Finland itself, where now at the commen?e­
ment of the 20th Century the brutal generals of. the Tsar are· busied 
crushing out every spark of national life. 

Another giory of the departed Century was its keen interest in Social 
questions, in Socialism. The best, the greatest friends of the people, 
otherwise of humanity, declared theµiselves Socialists; but last ye11.r 
Socialist degradation reached such a point that i11 France-in that nobl.!3, 
generous France where the people brought about. two revolutions (1848, 
1871) in order to establish a SocialiRt republic-a Ministry calling itself 
Republican and claiming as member a Socialist Minister; permits the 
shooting down of Frepch strikers near Paris as well as in its colonies. 

A third glory of the 19th Century was the prevailing freedom of 
opinion and lib~rty of conscience; the triumph of Science over the fool- . 
ish legends of the Church; the abolition of clerical power in political, 
social and economic life. Yet, what have we seen of late years ? The 
J esuits triumphing in Austr ia , Belgium, arid ev.e,n in Jlra.nc€1,.,,wh!')re ~·t 
the beginning of the century they barely retained any property and to­
day possess mo~·e than nine milliards of francs! While e:very\vhere 
education, or rather the stupefying of the people, is in the hands of tne 
clergy; Science, the emancipatl'ix, is humiliated and the works of.1great 
authors and liberal thinkers are boycotted. · '· 

In the beginning of the 19th Centu,ry, everybody cursed the orushing 
taxation by the State; and on sev.~ral occasions the 'people tried to dim­
inish the ruinous burrlen by revolt. ·But it is simply ridiculous to 
compare the 2 mitliards francs which Germany, Fran'ce, Russia, A11stria, 
Italy and England together drew from the people in 1801 with the 20 
miilia.rds which those governments extort now from the nations. · This 
public robbery .becomes the more hateful in view of the.fact that more 
than half of this sum (12 rpilliards) is spent for militarism-barbarous 
and oppressive. . · 

Y es, the State, military, c~:r,italist and cleric~!, ·oppresses,, crush~s, 
destroys-n.ot alone the people, but even entire nations; it· arrests human 
progress as completely in despot.ic Turkey and ·Russia as in Italy, Ger­
many ~ or those most constitutional of co-qntries: republican France and 
the United States of America. But the place of honor amongst the 
t yrannies that have btained the past terrible year, the place of honor 
amidst t he most foul and mean of its other lamentable events belongs 
to us, to Englishmen, and our plutocr-atic empire. 

True, that great assassin, the . Su!'tan, devours the Armenians; but 
his deeds, abominable though they be 1 appear mere trifles beside the 
butchery under K itchener of thousands 0f wounded Arabs as they luy 
stretched on the battlefield of Omdurman. True, that the Tsar is 
crushing out and annihilating the national life of Finland, Georgia and 
Pol~-1. :nd ; but can tue proverbial atrocities of · the Russian government 
be compared with the cannibalistic ferocity that distinguishes the con­
duct of the '_t;rausvaal campaign? 

Trne, again, that the government of King Humbert completely ruined 
the Italian nation, that its people, reduced to a life of beggary, in order 
to save their children from death sell them into slavery; that their 
misery produced the Sicilian . and Milanese revolts, revolts suppressed 
with g 1·e1.1,t atrocity by order of the king; and for all this he paid 
with his life. But how compare the ·wretchedness of. Italy with that of 
India, where the famished population die by the hundred, by the thou­
sand , or with the sla,very iustit nted by us at Kimberley and elsewhere 
an d ca l'ried out in w bat is known as the '' Ccm1 pound System" by Rhodes, 
Milner and our South Seu. govemors ? 

Trne, also, that the E mper01· of Gel'many charges his troops to be cruel 
and ferociou$, tl,rn.t he dreams of n·peR.ting the massacreR of Attila., the 
Scourge of God; but this crow1H:Ll umdt.:alJ i::; a je::;ter, he ouly tlow::; hi::; 

trumpet beside our national Attila, Kitchener, who burns farms, des­
troys canals and crops, wages war against women and children, .has per­
mitted the lbutchery of prisone1·s and wounded, and who for these and 
kind1·ed exploits has been cr~ated a Peer and promoted to high military 
rank by hiR Gracious S~vereign because "she was pleased:' 

Red with the blood of women and children; lighted by the sinister 
glare of burning homesteads and c1·ops, and cursed by humanity, we 
croRs the threshold of the Twentieth Century. · 

How humiliating a contrast, moreover, is noticeable in every branch 
of our natio11al life. · · 

At the beginning of the past Century, Landor, Byron, Shelley, sang 
of Liberty and threw themsdves into the forefront of battle in clefe11ce 
of the oppre::;sed; today in their places we have Kipling and A u:,tin, 
pigrnies for sale, chanting in praise of opptei::sion.and slavery, gl01·ifying 
Kitchener, t.he man o'f blood and 'iron, ·-a.nd "B. P." the famous si:out 
di't spy. ln 1800 Robert Owen inaugurates Social 1eforrm; and giv;:-; 
a vigorous impulse tff the workingmen's and Socia.fo;t movement~; m 
1900 it is General Booth who invades our streets with his aimy of 
pseudo-religious fanatics . . Contrast the noble efforts of 'Wilberforce in 
the early p:ut of the last Century for the aholition of slavery within 
Briti~h dominions, with the heartles::; commendat10n of "Compound 
Systems" of 'compulsory la.bor which in the first year of the new Century 
is upheld under the direct peqnission of Salisbury and other Crown 
M;ini::;ters. Formerly our ,stat~~men. , for instance Canning, refused to 
join an 11lliance of despots against liberty and the 1·ights of citizens; 
or, like Gladstc;me, p!lloried uuj ust tyrants-or, like Stansfield, would 
open their houses to men like' Mazzini or Garibaldi, those grand revolu­
tionists and defenders of the oppressed-and now? Now it is our Min­
i::>te1·s who s11ggest oppression; it is Salisbnry who if uot too sharp in 
chemi:::-try at lea8t is adroit enol1gh to exploit England for the benefit of 
his family, who strives to aboli::;h the right of asylum fo1· tho~e wbo 
have succeeded Mazzini, Kossuth and Gadbaldi. It is the charlatan, 
Chamberlain, who provokes wm· against republics when t.hey refuse to 
authorise men Jike Rhodes, Eckstein, Beit and sirnila1· monopolsts to in­
tt'~duce ::;l;:ver·y·1nto thel.r· land ' 'of free 'peas~nt:s. .~'or the present he 
triumphs, this political Judas, who betrays every party but who remains 
ever. faithful to his "Tubes," his Kynochs and his Birmingham Trusts. 

It is the same with Literature. During the greater part of the Cen­
tur-y the Brontes, Dickens, George Eliot, the Brownings, Hood-all 
that was be'st and noblest in · poetl'y and literature pr:omoted the cause 
of humanity, defended the cEsinherited. Today writen:; of the type of 
Mai·ie Coi·elli, Kiplmg, the whole clan of penny-di:·eadf uls, glorify tbe 
bandits whose 1·6le is to harass · the brave indomitable woillell of the 
TransvaR 1. , , , 

But a fact for far . more sorrowful reflection, for even heartbreak, 
lies in the inQ.ifference an(l apathy with which we Englishmen contem­
plate these crimes, this national degradation. Our grandf~thers knew 
well that it was only by wrestling with despots that despot.Ism rm1ld be 
overcome; only by atfacking privileges a_nd exploitation with arms in the 
hand that freedom could be won; and during the entire first half of the 
19th Century we see the people in open revolt against their oppre::;sors 
and exploiters. From the Luddites and Blanketeers down to the Chart­
ists of 1848 we see the people ever demanding, demonstrating, menacing, 
and the rnlino· classes, the exploitei·s and oppressors, recalling the pop­
ular justice of the Great Revolution and tr~rnbling f~r t.heir heads as. 
well as .for their privileges, ceding, almost without resi~t~nce, to e:ery 
popular demand. Today, rocked. to sleep by State Soci~hsts, sold m~o, 
mental slavei:y by the Clergy, stupefied by a contemptible. bourgeois 
Press, the populace and work~rs remain callous _ ~o all the crimes. of t?e 
creatures of Sali::;bur:y, Ch~mberlaiu, Rhodes, Milner, and of then· Kit­
chener, so riobly coura.geous when facing the wounded of Omdurman, 
the corpse of the Mahdi, the women and children of the Transvaal; nay,. 
rather, the masses applaud Her Gracious Maje.sty wher: ~he ope.nly ex­
presses_ approbation for .all fhese heartless cr.uelties by ra1s.mg their fierce 
author to the Peerage: and by giving to titled l\fonopol~st members of 
her Parliam ent the power to squande1· our wealth, to abolish our dearly-

_, bought liberties, to enslave the entire nation. . 
Fellow workers, are you satisfied with your lords an~ ma~t~rs ~ with 

your plutocracy; with your generals? • Do yo~ not thmk it is time to 
take fo your own hands the destiny of the nat10n and yourselves? 

The Suppleme~t with this issue is William Morris's pamphlet on 
"Monopoly, or How Labor is Robbed," which readers can cut and fold 
for themselves. Extra copies m11.y be had from this office at the usual 
rates by those wi~hing to circulate it . 

We shall probH bly is8ue some of our other pamphlets as supplements 
from time to time. ' · 
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NOTES. 
((NEW LE.AVES." 

\lV e are in the abyss. There :is no occassion to deny :it; Xmas 
h as been kept in ~ngland in a sneaking, half-hearted m&nner, 
like some guilty person trying to be jolly with a crime on his 
comc:ience. We doubt if the ordinary stupidities of the "festive" 
season have been quite so rampant as formerly. And no won­
der; for :if the people are not yet awake they are at any rate 
beginning to re b their eyes, and a nice "head" they must have 
on them a,fter the orgies of boasting and bullying and blood­
sp:illing they have gone through during the past year. No 
amount of lea.f-turning will wipe out the stain; the whole volume . 
is satur&ted with infamy. 

Something more is nee'ded at a time like this than the taking 
of '"mora.l resolutions/' which are forgotten next d~y. and that 
something will be suppbed in abundance. There is nothing 
left now but for the people to taste the bitter fruit of their folly. 
rrhey will not have long to wait in order to realise what Imperi­
ali sm has done for them. Unhappily, innocent and guilty alike 
will suffer; but those who feel the injustice of this must learn· 
where to place the blame. The mixttl'I'e of idiocy and roguery 
which governs us will end, but not till the people have suffered. 
Then, perhcips,. the workers who have let the great cause of their 
own emancip~1tion fall from thei1· hand8 will awaken. But they 
they ~ill need tn be "born again n _ after their dream of Impe­
rialism- and . this time in the cradle of Socialism . . 

Tmn BIGGEs·r L1E OF THili CENTURY. 

What is the biggest lie of the . Cenrury? W·ithf)Ut doubt the 
greP.t Salislmry lie: "We seek no territory) we seek no ,gold­
fields." It is no mean achievement to have ttccomphshed a 
thing like thi.s when cornpetit'ion was so keen. The man's capa­
city in this direction can lt.e better realised when it is remem­
bneJ thl1t h 3 bas outclassed Rhodes, Chamberlain, the War 
Office and all the L rmdon editor~. Honor to whom honor is 
due-even to the gr~ate st amongst li~rs. He stands today a 
worthy syml>ol of the order he represents,, and the only con­
sola.tion for lovers of progress is that he and bis follower~ 

must, 
A.s chimney sweepers, come to LlusL 

" PEARCE ANa PLEN'rY.n 

When the County Council is 8E. ttling its little differences 
with comp::rnies, etc ., about compensation, the man in the street 
has an opportunity of observing how beautifully the present 
system is arranged-for the capitalist. Mr. Pearce has made a 
snug fortune by supplying refreshments to the public, and of 
comse crowns the rnatter by turnjng his business into a com­
p any . When the .County Council need his premises he wants 
compensation and plenty of it. He and his company must find 
the profits very comforting; for you must understand, dear 
r eader, the wonl plenty does not apply to the wages paid to the 
h nrd- wurkii.1g staff who earn the dividends. Nor does th9 
County Cou rl cil seem to think these useful members of 
society need eompeosation for the loss of their situations. You 
see they don;t own shares ; and as they drm;t possess anything 
n e·ith81' fh:1ll they recei-ve. A ~trong union is needed among 
these overworked and uuderpaid slaves of the tea-table, whose 
physique must suffer grea.tly by their employment. "Pearce 
and Plenty" soun ds very easy on the t.ongue; but, so far as 
the wages of the employees a.re concerned, the "plenty" would 
be more appreciable if it wasn't for Mr. Pearce. 

HoPuuL SrnNs. 
There are not too many instances of the spirit of revolt in the 

pl'esent day; but when we ,tlear of them it gives us fresh hope 

\ 

\ 

for the ultimate Tictory of humanity over its oppreesors. The 
re!istance of the Boers, the Filipinos and the Chimese to Euro­
pean and .American invaeion-with the object of exploitation­
ie all that could be de!ired. so fa,r as a check to the monstrous 
greed and cruelty of qivili!ed nations is concerned. But we 
regard as having more significance all revolts against social 
injustice, economic oppression and the brutalities of militarism. 

It is, therefore, encouraging to read of the Trient riots as 
being "a revolt against militaTy brutality." "During the last 
week or two,') sayB a correspondent of the MQrning Leader, 
"there have been numerous assaults by armed officer~ on un­
armed civilians. ..A.n Italian .waiter in the Cafe Trientino, at 
Trient in the Southern Tyrol, was· slashed on the head with a 
cavalry sword by a ruffianly officer to whom he had given no 
provocation whatever. · ·He died of his injuries. ..A.n engineer 
named Fogaroli was attacked by two officers and maimed for 
life.n The military authorities to0k no heed of all this; so, on 
Boxing Day) 4,000 persons attacked the headquarters of the 
military authorities at Trien t. "The building was stormed and 
the doors and windows smashed by missiles. .Attacks were 
then made on the private residencee of several generals, who 
were forced to make their escape through back windows. The 
police· and gendarmery b~ought out to restore order were swept 
away by the infuriated crowd who made for the officers) club. 
The valiant officers turned down all the lights and fled, pursued 
by the rioters. Nevertheless, the club was entered and most 
of the furniture liimashed. Order is now restored) but great 
bitterness exists between the civil and military population." 
We send our congratulations to the civil population of Trient. 
.And this is the ,state of . things some howling Britons who , 
"never .will be slaves') would like to sefl established in England. 

RrcHtEs AND CHARITY. , 

A Mayor of New York on the subject of wealth-distribution i 

sounds startling. But it has happened) t\.Dd we cannot do bet­
ter than quote his most forcefol remarks, merely premising that 
we do not hold ourselves re~pomible. for the violence of his 
'language: 

Mr. Abram S. Hewitt, a former :mayor of New York City, has astoni shed a 
gathering in the Pro-Cathedral with :rn eloquent outbreak upon the nnequaldis­
trl.bution of wealth . In a r emarkable address, the speaker declared that while 
the national wealth has increased fiv e times as fast as the population, the rich 
have not even begun to do what they ought to do to ameliorate the condition of 
the poor. "If these terrible tenements," he said, "these overcrowded districts, 
these dark, foul dwelli11g-places, and their attendant miseries must be associated 
·with industry, then I would to God every industrial centre .could be destroyed. 
The rich are not giving, .in proportion to their wealth, one-half of that which 
was given by their fami lies a gen eration ago. Have they the right to take 
all this wealth and do nothi1ig .to correct the evils created in its production ? H 
this is the result of our industrial develorment our prosperity as a nation is 
purchased at~ staggering price." , 

Whether the~main is serious or a, mere notoriety hunter we 
cannot say; bnt he has· spoken some truths, and perhaps some 
will listen and learn. But we are quite !nre it won't be the 
rich. 

As we go -to press we learn that the Revista Blanca published 
a letter from Paris protesting against the arrest and detention 
of .T. B . 011e, one of the Spanish comrades whom many will re­
member to bave met with t·he others from :M:ontjuich last spring. 
Our friend Marmol has also received a, letter on the same sub­
ject and needless to say we unite with him in denouncing the 
persecution to which every comrade. i'll.1 France is now open. 
Yet we cannot say· we are astonished, knowing the so-called 
French Republic to be today one of the most servile allies of 
Reaction. 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES. I 

( 0 oncluded from December 'Ji umber.) 

Of the German movem.ent I can say but little. The· paper of the 
workingmen's section of the movement, Neu,es Leben, is ::;till published 
at Berlin an.cl the police seize it on all pos~ible occasions; whilst the 
former editors of .De1· SoziaZ.ist, the mOl'e literary group, have joined a 
new organit·mtion called :N eue Gemeinscha.ft (New Fellowship), formed 
by authors, arti::;t::-;, etc ., to lead a. harmonious life outside of present 
society. . '.'I.1o judge from t,he t itle of an address by G. Landauer, " By 
isolation to Oommuniou," the intention to work for a broade1' sphere is 
not absent; st.il1, we deplore this gnlf created between the two sections 
of the movement, who in France draw closer together, whilst here they 
separate and may not meet again for a long time to come; and all this 
for reasons the impo1tance of which bears no comparison to the regret­
able consequences. We welcome the publication of an independent 
Anarchist organ, Freiheit, at Beitigheim, near Stuttga1·t, Southern 
Germany. . 

A rather unusual book is Der Ana1·chismus, by Dr. Paul Eltzbacher 
(Berlin, 1900, XII., 30!:1 pp.). Taking a definite number of works by 
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Godwin, P1·oudhon, Tucker, Stirner, Bak6unine, Kropotkin, Tolstoy, as 
representative of so many types of Anarchism, the author arranges t>iia 
opinions of each of the seven on aU problems of the State, property, 
revolution, etc., in a methodical way. '.l'he book is extremely instructive 
and handy in this respect, being such a well arranged synopsis and in­
dex to all t,bese books which very few have to hand. But it is also a 
dead book, like all indices and statistics; the conclusions of the author 
are purely formal, statistical. Another book is required to give the 
connecting links which the author's materials, in many cases, quite 
accide1itally did not contain, and to put life again into the disjointed 
extract:.-; from ::;o many writings of such different origin. In the_ mean­
time, ·the ordi1rn.r•y ignoramu::;es who write about Anarchism could pick: 
up enormous aniounts of information by merely opening this book. But 
the press caw:pa.ign after Bresci's act showed that they care not even 
to tak\j this trouble. Their public, brutalised by South African and 
Chin e::;e atro<..:ities, swallows anything the most ignorn.nt journalist sucks 
out of his; fingers ;-why, then, lose five minute~ to open a book on the 
subject? · 

Friedrich N ietzsche, the philosopher, died at Weimar, August 25. He 
is little known here, t,hough some Englishmen, editing The Eagle and the 
Serpent, propagate his views. He once wrote: " .... The State? what is 
that? ...... State is the name of the coldest of all cold monsters ...... what-
ev~r he says, h.e tells a lie, and whatever he Las got, he stole it. The 
State I call ..... where the slow suicide of all is called life ...... Only where 
the State ends, man begins.'' . These and similar indictments of the 
State, autho1·ity, religion, abound in his writings, which stirred German 
thought as none i:;in<:e Hegel and Feuerbach did. I am unable to judge 
him properly, as he 1·equires a long study and previous philosophical 
knowledge. I can only say that I miss in him a true conception of 
freedom, which his surTo~ndings al).d age (Bismarck's time) veiled from 
hii:n. When he despairs of the mean~ess; servility, the gregarious char­
acter of the ·majority of people, and thinks tbat a strong and free man 
cannot rise from the mud and squalor otherwise than by setting his heels 
on the necks of the despised-masses who are nothing but manure to 
help the growth of the strong and free" over-man" (Uebermensch), I 
fail to follow him. I consider that wherever domination exists, its ef­
fects are the same on the master and on the slave: they both become 
brutes; and freedo:r;n is only possible and conceivable in a society that is 
based on full freedom to all. So the" over.-man" would not .be much 
more than an ','over siave." Pe~haps I misunderstand ;Nietzsche; '!Jut 
on such considerations I have based my opinion on him. He is well 
worth studying, but few are ·sufficiently prepared for this study. 

In Austria .the German speaking movement is· giving ha.rdly any 
signs of life, whilst several papers (Omlcidina, Matice , S~obody and ·the 
literary Novy Kult) appear in the Bohemian language. When, we hear 
that 1,547 different public1;1.tion~, mostly numbers of newspapers of nearly 
all parties, were seized in the firnt six m<:mths of 1900 in Austria by the 
public prosecutor, we giv@ up· any further inquiry into the progress of 
Anarchist literature in that count1·y ! 
· Our Bu'charest ·comrades, who published several p~mphlets during the 

' year and one· of whom, I. N eagu , suffered great persecutions, now pub­
lish a monthly paper, Revista idei (Review of the ideas). In Greece, 
also, as the Athens and Pyrgos reports to the Congr..;ss show, literary 
activity prevails. Of the bcandinavian counti·i8s no news is to band, 
save that Kropotkin's W01·ds of a Rebel will be published in Norwegian 
as the Conquest ofB1·ecid has already been. His MemoirB have come out 
in Danish and German translations, and are now published in Spanish 
also at Madrid. 

We. all remember the lies of the press about plots after each personal 
act done by an Anarchist. Never were they put forward with such a 
show of impudent assmance as after the dea,th of Umberto. 

Public trials have led to the acquittal-after 18 months of preventive 
impri::.onment-of the" accomplices': of Paolo Lega, who tried to kill 
Crispi and since died in prison. Two public trials showed that Acciarito 
(who had tried to kill Umberto) was put on by a police spy and by the 
director of the prison of San Stefano to give false testimony against 
alleged "accomplices," under the promise of improving his condition 
and under the mental torture of the false news of the birth of a son . 
and the misery of his wife; at the trial his better nature triumphed 
and he exposed his torture1·s ; the alleged "a.ccom plices," who had passed 
a year in prison, we1·e ~cquitted ; he ,himself has since gone mad and 
was sent to the asylum for criminal lunatics of Montelupo, Tuscany, 
where Passanante, in pri::-;on since 1878, still lingers. 

What did we not read of plots, arrests, letters, confessions, etc., etc., 
after Bresci's attempt! It was all lies. The American inquiry into 
the death of an Italian at Paterson, a letter of whose went through all 
the pnpers, entirely_colla.psed; a.nd in Italy the alleged "accomplices" 
of Btetici had to be set free, as no shadow of proof could be brought 
agaim;t them. Of this the press says next to nothing and, the next 
time auytliing may happen, it will tell the plot stories again . 

The~e i11·e , unfortunately, but happ.y exceptions. Often in moments 
of panic the government and the press succeed in having innocent men 
sentenced to enormous punishments. For example, in Servia, in the 
autumn of 1899, neady all the leaders of the Radical party were sen­
tenced to many years of imprisonment for imaginal'y high treason; they 
we1·e almost all liberated by an amnesty a few months ago. But in 
many cnses such victims of panic and of the lies of t.be prei,;s (which jn 
infamy is second to none) patis their lives in prison. E~amples abound. 
On evidence since quite discredited, Batacchi, Nat ta and two or three 
othei·::; were in prison, three or four of them for 20 yea.rs (1878-98), 
Batacchi from 1878 'till the spring of 1900 (trial at Florence, 
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1878); see ~ugenio Ciacchi, I (j'f'imimi della polizia nei prooceBsi pol~tici 
(Florence). The Montjnich torturf'Jd prisonerR are at la:-;t h·ee bur, e.uled 

· from Spain-except Callis, one of the chief victim::> uf tOl-ture, whom 
th~y dare not liberate it seems. But the victims of Jere£, J u.n. 8, 189?, 
remain in prison since that time ; four were stHtugled by the gal'otte m 
February 1892; thirteen imprisoned for life, t"".O for twenty yea~·::; and 
focir for twelv"e years are still in the African bagnios. The evidence 
against them, extorted by torture, has since been withdrawn by the 
principal witness, who is also a prisoner. The RetJitlta Blanca supple­
ment is full of letters 'and documents on the Jere~ pl"isoners, and our 
comrades in Spain will not be silent until, by raising public opinion, 
they have rescued the last of them. The Belgian comrades and many 
Socialists demand the release of Jules Moineau of Liege, in prison since 
1892. · A. Berkman still lingers in Pittsburg gaol, since 18~2, his eye­
sight failing him more and more. The French islands near Cayen~e 
~till keep a n urn ber of Anarchists; Lorion died there; Monod, after six 
years, returned; many remain there, victims of the lois scewrates and 
previous scares. In Geneva, besides Luccheni, a Spanish c?mra:de, 
Pablo Nin, is a prisoner since 1898, awarded six yeus for a strike r10t. 
In Germany, Koscbeman, sentenced in 1897 to twe1''e years on. the 
ftimsiest evidence, loudly prdtests his innocence; the recent i·e~e~at10.ns 
on the integrity of the Berlin P?lice when dea.ling with a i:r11lhona.1re 
banker, leading to the arrest of the chief of the criminal pohce, ~hiel, 
show how justice is meted out in that country. At Pilsen, Bohemia, J. 
Paces is in prison since 1884, for sixteen years; his fell ow prisoners Crug 
a.nd Rampa.s served :fifteen and ten yea.i's, each to the 1~st .hour, and 
then died within the year of their release-all for printing a little paper · 
called Svoboda (Freedom) on a secret p1·ess ~n Bohemia: Paces, who 
:had passed nine years in solitary ccnfinement, got so desperate a?out 
his treatment that in September 1899, six 01· f;ight rnonths befo1·e his ~6 . 
yoar1 expired, he committed an act of violence on a prison w_arder m . 
order to have a chance to tell of his sufferings at the nia.l. He was 
sentenced to three more years of penal servitude. · 

And what of those who seem quite forgot~n, but may still live: Paolo 
Schicchi, kept in an Italian prison since 1893, just after he left the 
priRon of Barcelona; or the principal accused of the Vienna trial for 
.a.lleged plots of October 1886, with sentences of 20 and 15 years; or 
here in Engla-nd of the poor Italian, Farnara, at Dartmoor prison, who, 
in 1894:, of his 20 y'ears prison got at least 10 for a few angry words 

__.maid at the trial which ex·asperated the judge, and who is said to be on 
the poin tr of going ~mad ? . . 

Here is scope for action for those who profess to be willing to help if 
they were given an aim that would not imply, in their opinion, violence. 
Unfortunately such l3fforts of wider circles seldom last long; the French 
Ligue des droits de l'hornme and the Ge1·man Goethebund (Society for the 
freedom of art and literature, formed ea.dy in 1900), are examples of 

. this. A number" of F'rench comrades have, however, formed a group 
now to bring these matters and the continuous pe1·secutions and vexa­
tions by the police before a larger public: se·e their appeal in another 
·part of thi:s paper · 

· In this connection I mfmtion a most important Russian publication, 
P'Air~en yea1·s in the Fort1·ess of Schlrusselbu1·g, by Madame L. Wolken­
liltein, who was kept in the fortress from 188~ to 1896 and has since 
been transported to Sa.chalin, Eastern Siberia, the first exact account of 
those buried alive iri t.hat fortress; the most active Nihilists were sent 
there, a.s the Siberian mines were considered too lenient for them. Out 
of 48 prisoners (men and women), from 188( to 1891, two were executed 
(one being Myshkin, who will always be remembered for his attitude on 
his trial, brought to the fortress. from the Siberian mines, as nine others. 
were, in 1884:; he was shot or hanged in January 1895); two committed 
suicide (one by burning himself V?ith a lamp); three died mad; thirteen 
died of diseases; three died mad. Total: 23 out of 48. 

From 1891 to 1896 one ·went mad; two died; one girl, Sophia Gunz-... ; 
burg, much spoken of at the time, com.mitted suicide; eight were sent 
tcrSiberia. Sixteen remained at Schlusselbnrg in 1896, among ;whom 
were Vera Figner, H. Lopatin, N. Morozov and M. Trigoni; some of 
them have been in prison since 1879 or 1881, none later than 1887. 
Since then, two more have been sent to Siberia-the greatest benefit 
they may imagine !-and fourteen still remain there. Their condition 
1.nd how they are treated may be read in the Rm;sian pamphlet, pub-

. ) ished at Maldon, Essex. 

R.EVIE'W'. 

En marc!ie ve?'S 7,a Societe Nouvelle, by C. Cornelissen. Stock, editor, Paris. 

This is indeed an honest and refreshing book. The author, the well 
known Dutch Anarchist, journalist and orator, gives us a very clear 
exposition of the different Socialist ideals and tactics. In his critique 
he ·proves himself a very accomplished student of the Socialist literature 
of different countries. But the greatest merit of the book is, undoubt­
edly,' the originality of analysis and of argument displayed by the author. 
For instance, the reader will certainly agree with us that the following 
quotation is very clear and quite original: "These economists of the. 
bourgeois class forget, however, that if the land or even the whole of 
natm·e is an indispensable factor in the social process of the production 
of riches, this is not so with the prop1·ieto1·s of the land, who are quite 
superfluous. In the same wi:ty, capital may be considered, and quite 
truly, as absolutely necessary for the production of wealth; but we can 
do quite well without capitalists, who a.re only obitacles in the way of 
production. Are they not preventing the intellectual. and manual work­
eri from using the social capital iu the mOit productive way~ 
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"J?ut it is quite different with the third factor: labor. Once a~knQw- 1 , shoul~ line up (like t~e citizens in .'' Erewhon") and facing the · champion& of 
ledge that labor is indispen::-able to the production of 'Yealth, and it must machrnery, discuss this great question. . . . . . 
be ~dmitted that the wo1·ke1·s are a lso indispensable because it is they Therefore I would su.gge.st .that the begm.nrng _of t~~ New Century c9uld 

· , . . . , . , . , . ' . ". . · .. not be spent better than 111 s1ftmg out the good and evil effects of Mechanic-
who ~oss~~s t~e ~roductive power. . . ,.. . : . · alism, and if you can find space in your . paper I will open the discussion on 

"If the capitalists and landowne.r_s .are superfluous ~n their qual_ity .0 f the side of Anti:Mechauicalism. In the meantime, let me say that the steam 
possessors, and prevent even ' more and more the r~~ular co~rs~ of pro- engine alld its satellites are good servants and bad masters, Lnt not servants 
duction, the worke1·s~ class is the only ~lass. of, soc.iety which. IS ~eall! of all work. _ That they ?an ~o ~ome things extraHga.ntly . :well (notably 
necessai·y. This is the only class by which m reality the ~ocial hfe o~ , common-carrym~), some t.hmgs i~1dtfforently well and so~e. ~hmgs they can 
humanity is sustained." · · no~ and never. will be able to do. Unfortunately for poor, blind, stup~d, suf-

A::; for clearness of exposition and definition, we quote_ fr~~ pages .15 · ferrng ~uman1ty, these last named are the most nee<lful t? the .very life and 
d 59 . . . wel~bemg of t lie. people, ~n~ hence I, · have seeu. some~ here _ that '' the steam 

an · . . , · . engrne has. cheape11ed the mck-nacks and luxuries of life to a far greater ex--
".By the law of necess~ty, or throi;igh th~ ~at~ral outcome of their_ tel!t than what it has cheapened the prime nece$sari&s of life; so'that while 

egoism, men must .arrive at a soCial orgamsat1on where the means of brass button;:;, ·screws, and penny pin are cheap to<lay, the four pound loaf 
existence-!an~, factories, machines, tools, shops ~nd :warehouses, ~eans t~~ pound of butter an~ the dozen ?f eggd will persis~ in asserting their dig~ 
of commumcat10n and transport, as well as all articles ~f consumption- mfied dearness,>' and w1~l so. do until the worker1:1 begm to see that their only 
will be the collective property of humanity .. Oorrelatn-ely, and neces- hope . of plenteou~, food hes 111 ~e~urn ~o th?se pruved ~~rnthods whereby (sge· 
sarily, we shall see the growth of autonomy m the people of e,ach coun- Th~re~w) a man can make a hvmg with his lett h.and. . I know that many 
tr of each re ion of each community as .also the possibll'ity for the Socialists an~ others, when cball~nged on these _p;>i?ts, wt!~ s~y: We cannot 

y, g ' . ' . . . . . , h l S' · get away w1t:·h · your coud@mnat10n of Mecbamcahsm as it is· but we will 
workers of ea.eh factory .. to or~amse all their bus~ne:ss t. er:ise ~es. . 0 . take the sting out of it by Nationali1:1atiou. Well, granting for a moment 
the task o.f the. Oommumst so?ie~y .of the f~1ture w~ll. c~i:isist m developrng that the 11atioualisatio11 ·of machinery was realised, I prttsume that our Nati­
and assurmg liberty to each md1vidual without lllJUring the welfare or '· onalisers - would make. llotbing, but goods of the best quality and refuse to 
violating the liberty of of othe:s:" . · · . . '".. . , carry thi.ngs · detriment.al o.r useless or adulterat:d ~r Qf inlerior quality; . 

"The management and adm1mstrat10n of labor m its entirety, accord- tbe~1 surely ~he .rnanufact~rrng .and commo?~carryrng mterests would at once 
ing to the will of the majority of the fellow workers can only be main- ~~nnk ~oat least half then pres_ent proport.ions. Hence I ask my Na.tional­
tained, in the long run, on condition that the minority shall not be ismg ~.nends: what are they gomg to do wi~h that other half of t.he m_a~u-

d · t' l t 'f th t t f ,,. factunng and commou-carry111g slaves displaced by such Natwnahsrng 
opp,ose m h~ eas 1 . ey ":an ° orm 3:. new group. . . moralities aiad eco110mies 1 The-se well meaning (but, I am afraid supedicial). 

Iowards this free, libertarian Commums~ present humanity is ap- Nationali~ers cannot say, that they intend to extend our m· f· '·t · d 
· h' · · 1 · · h. l'b t · C · · ·11 1 b - · . anu a.c urmg an proac lLg m .its evfo ut10n' .t lis i belr ar1ban ommumsSm .wl1 D a one t'e common-carryrn_g enterpnses; for surely these are now out of all proportion 

a final solut10n b the soCia pro em, ecause even ocia emocra IC greater than need b~-if we had true co-ordination of a.ll our national activities. 
aims "remain, nevertheless measures of State 'Socialism only, or to char- If a community of say 100 memb,m:1 told off 50 of. their number to run errands 
acterise even better this preservation of the wage-earnei·s, they are ~ind bobbins, ~rease wheels, l}.11d other su:isiuiary :vork, surely the prim; 
measures of Sta'te Capitxlism." · ' mdustry of agnculture would suffer, and diggers, drivers a.nd greasers would 

Space does not permit us to make further 'quotations so we conclude . go hungry. _' . . . 
.. . . . .. . .· d ' d d Iu 8Ummrng np . the s1tuat10n we are face to face w1th 'these two facts: 

by warmly rnc_ommendmg this bo~k to all our fnen . s an comra es. . lst. That machiue.ry, instead. of reducing the sum of human !abor and 
W. TcHERKESOV. thus ru ak iug life more effective au<l pleasaur, has multiplied the volume 

and inten1:1 iti~d the spe~d . of work. Some machines .have robbed men of 

INTERNATIONAL. so.LIDARITY & PRISONERS} AID GROUP .. 
'l'he following circular has been received from our Paris comrades, 

who will be glad to receive the names as well as the contributions of all 
comrade~ in sympathy with .its aims. It will be remembered that 
amongst the agenda down for discussion at the supp.ressed Oon·gress, 
thii:; matter of aid to prisoners and their fam ilie::; ·and to all sufferers 
under poliue and governmet despotism had a prominent place. The 
French comrades hu.ve now iuitiated the mov.ement, a:nd it only remains · 
for all de:-;iri11g t ') give pract ical help to sufferers under t~e present regime 
to make the 'aims of the gl'Oup known ,Fl.nd to forw_ard from time to time 
such contributions as they a.re themselves able to afford. Amongst the 
adhesions already sent in we observe the names of Zola, -Pressense, Oh. 
Albert, J. ,Grave, Guerineau, Clemenceau and many ·others. 

Cixscu.la.JrD : 
II - ' . 

The daily annoyances to which we are subject, and of which the 
e,·ideut a~m is the re~i v,al of persecution lead us to foresee a ~iew .period 
of authoritarian repression. In view of. this it s~ems necessary .to at 
once take some practical pre9autions. . . . 

·we believe .that we should fo~tify . our. position in adva.nce against 
the hai-assing vexatious and special measures .to whicp we~~·~ exposed 
o;vving to our claiµi for freed~m of opinion, ~rnd wish . to defend those 
who are oppi:e_ssed because they hold certain idea~ which _ do not happe.n 
to be held by others. . . 

1.-To draw attention to every despotic acL 
2.-To aid by every possible means, mor~lly and materiaUy, the vie-: · 

tims of· such acts, and e,specially prisoners and -th~ir families. 
3.-To assist those who, owing ·to their opinions, are compelled tq 

leave their country as refugees. 
· Towai·d's ' this· end, we propose by means of the press, by placards and 

pamphlets, to m&.ke public every act of oppres1;ion, ever;y abuse by Au­
thority, every violation of the rights of men;, we shall organise meetings, 
arouse public protest, etc., etc. . 

"We solicit co-ope1·~tion . anq hav~ a lready opened a permanent fund. 
F i·iends will kindly send their subscriptions to our comrade, Charles 
A lbert, at the Bureaux des Temps Nouveaux, 140 l'Ue Mouffetard, Paris. 

We will publish the adhesions sent us by comrndes and by those who 
while not actually in touch with ·our ideas a1·e yet sympathisers with 
our aims. 

To the Editor of F·REEDOlVI. 

STEAM, THE TYRANT : 
A SUGGESTIVE NEW YEAR'S GIFT FOR THE DISINHERITED OF ALL LANDS. 

CoMRADE,-1 have been--a11 occasioual reader of F1·eedorn for many years, 
and as time aoes 011 I aru more a.nd more moved to suggest to the advanced 
g uard of the Press that they should commence a cnl::iade against the part, 
complex and daug~rous and powerfu l, machinery is playi't1g iu vrolonging 
the reign of Big Capitalism aud tbe 3'.g'>nY of thi~ night-as-well-as-day C~vi~­
isat iou. As one wlio has been watcbmg Mechan1cahsm'from an antagomstic 
standpoint for clo e 011 a qua:rter of a century, I ventu~e to submit -to your 
r eadf' rs : 

· That whilst machiuery-including railroads aod st.eamboats-has done 
some very good t.11irJgi> , it bas done some very evil t):iings; and t~at thes.e 
}at ter far uutwe igu, t~e _for ruer and hence all brave, honest and logical men 

work; but_ the stupendo~s enterpri~es_(notably ship-canals) that have been 
made po~s1ble by m.acbrnery ar.e leg10n, RO that oue ma.y fairly say today 
we hav e r:uore work 'under ruachmey than ever we had before its advent 
But th~ g reat mass of tbis added work is un ~orthy t_he no~ice of any self~ 
re$pect1ug ~au wbo values bealt~, hfe an? ~file pursuit.of Liberty. It may 
truly be said tcda)L of .all mecharncally dnvrng aud d'rlven couutri~s, that 
they have got pleuty of work of a lcind, they have got the quantity: but 
what of it.R qmili.ty 1 

2nd. _Tt)at w~ilst the ~tt>am engine ha~ been a ~eans of de-centralising-· 
the :rnffenng worker~ of Europe by sca.tt~rrng thP.m ip a haphaz 'ird sort of 
way o,·er 'Vast an'as 111 the New \Vorl<l, it has centralised them iu some of 
the m.os.t:dis~raceful au~ biggest cities that• ever burdeuE;d and disgraced 
auy c1v1~nm~10n. In this la.tter fact we Lave the g1·eatei:t evil, wrought by 
Meehan wahsm. 
Le~ us hope th~t with the increasing in telli$"euce of the workers, and the 

:workwg of c:r.tarn. forces-abs~lute, unchangrng-a condition of things so 
l!JtoJentble w1Jl a~lSe at Ol1Ce 11\ the,se grea~ C6i!tres, SO as to precipitate a 
Revolnt10 u .tbat .w1ll force the people~ atte11t10n to the ueglected MILLIONS 
of tilla.b le acre::; iu rwwy lands. 

If th e worke rs want a" cut across Jots" to the New J~rusalem let them 
stop the R1 ilru~rl nnd Steamboat Tyranny; alld thus, fore,ign supplies beiug 
stc;.ppttd ~li t-.)' will be comp~H~d to face the pr~bl~m of making each country 
produce it:; own food. Ttus is my New Years Gift to tbe d i~· iuherited of ail 
land~; aud 1f ally uf your .readers ca11 show 11l e M- better they will have the 
thanks of PHILO P .ALHOMO. 

LIVERPOOL REPORT. 
Since my last report ]Jropaganda has been subject to a series of fluctuations. 

The Jingo fed ing h ere has somewhat diminished aud a rapid reaction has set in: 
amo11gst the Liverpool public. Comrades have eagElrly looked forward to the 
time wh en the workel'S should have r ecoveerecl from their' khaki mania so that 
once again in their normal condition they might listen to a little cornm~n sense. 
The winter .makes open-air spf'a ki11g rather diffi.ci:lt ; still, rain or shine, we 
were determmed t,o take full aL~ vantage ~f th_e reaction and strive to r egai n lost 
O'l'Ound, as we feH that the tune was npe for a great deal of solid propaganda. 
Despres had been joined .by a number of.fine, strapping ybung fe llows and de­
cided to form anoth_er g rouv with the obJect of opening up n ew ground and get­
ting the new blood mt0 act_1on. Unfortunately, the opening up of new ground 
has had to be left ou er unt1 summer montshs. 'I'he O'roups arra1wed to continue 
the meetings at the Column, one taking the afternoo~ metings and the other the 
evenin g ones; by this method "' deal of work has bet:ln done. · , 

. September brought a welcome guest in_ the shape of the Red Cap, which c,ausecL 
a sensation among the pe.ople here and gamed a free advertisement in several lo­
papers for the leafl ,. t an~ for the fll'_Opa~anda. AH Barton paid us a flying .visit 
and held two good meetrngs: s1 eakL ug in the afternoon on "Modem Civilisation" 
dealing specially with i ts treaL!nent of the Afri~an and Chinese peoples. The 
atter end of Octobe:- found comrades bury prepanng for a Chicago commemora-

' tion ; comrade MacQueen kindly offer ed hi.s services which we gladly accepted 
and the meeting in tha Phcenix Hall was in every way a success. At the after -
noon meeting MacRueen gave a concise account of the .American 8 hour movement 
following it up by a detailed ' account bf the part that the ChicaO'o Anarchist~ 
took in ~ha~ important. agitation. A~ tiie rve~1ing m_e'e.ting our c~rnrade spoke 
ofthe prmc1ples for wl11ch t~rn men ~f ~h1cago died, fi111mshi11g up by au eloquent 
'appeal to comrades and frie11cls Qf liberty to take up the cud O'els on behalf of. 
Labor and carry on the work !'or ·which our confrade£,ga,ve their lives. 

. The winter is now upon us; but we are determined to keep the red flag. 
fiy111g. M. HocHE. 
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