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the GONHAG REVIVAL OF SOGIALISM.

There i8 not the slightest doubt that we ave on the eve of a
new revival of the Soeialist movement 1n this and other
countries. In what form the revival will shape itselt we ¢annob
yeb foretell with Lt.,'ttul'i[ltj, we can only guess. But sovme such
revival as we had in the forties, and again in the eighties; is un-
doubtedly near at hand.

It is self-evident that when we speak of a revival of
“ Socialism,” we don’t mean a revival of * Social Democracy.”
The writers of this last school have done all they eould to make
people believe that Social Demoeracy 45 Socialism, and Socialism
18 nothing but Social Democracy. But everyone ean easily
ascertain himself that Social Democracy is only one fraction of
the great Socialist movement : the fraction which believes that
all necessary changes in the Socialist direction can be accom-
plished by Parliamentary reforms within the present State; or,
at least, that only such reforms need be spoken of; and that
when all main branches of production shali be owned by the
State, and governed by a Democratic Parliament, and every
working man will be a wage worker for the State—tlis will be
qﬂbl(lll‘illl This 1s their c.](,vd There remains, however, a
very considerable number of Socialists who: maintain that
Socialism cannot be limited to such a meek reform ; that it im-
plies much deeper changes, economical and political ; and that
even the above relorm cannot be realised within the present
State by it& representative institutions. Many begin thus to sec
that it is not by aequiring power in Parliament—under the un-
avoidable penalty of ceasing to be a Socialist party, and
gradually becoming a “Moderate Radical ” party
changes required by Socialisin can ever be realised. Social
Democracy is the right wing of the great Socialist movement—
not this movement itself. It is, then, a revival of Socialism
altogether that we see coming—one of its causes being precisely
the failure of Social Dewmocracy to bring about the great
changes which mankind needs and claims at lhc]nesmlt moment
of its history.

* ¥ %

What immediate cause will provoke the coming revival of
interest in Socialism it 15 diflicult to say, because there are so
many causes which may produce it. 1t may be a severe indus-
trigl erisis—such as was lived through in these isles in the
forties, and again about 1886 ; or it may be some great inter-
national cause, including great wars, which may result in a
revival of the international Labour movement; or it may be an
intellectual revival, such as we had in 1857-1865, when it was
combined with the political revival that was provoked by the
efforts of Italy and the glorious attempts of Garibaldi. To
speculate about the probable immediate cause would be idle.
But it will not be idle to examine into what can be done in
order that the experience of the preceding movements in the
forties, the sixties, and the eighties should be utilised, and should
help us to make of the next movement a real step in advance
upon all previous ones.

* o

When we examine the state of mind of the demoeracy in
this country during the years which culminated in the French
Revolution of I‘*IS, we can sum up its distinetive features as
follows :—The movement was religious to a great extent. [f
was Republican, Democratic, but it was not revolutionary.
Economical questions were prominent, but the most advanced
writers and thinkers did not go beyond State aid to associations
of workers. BExperiments with such associations, as well as
with agricultural and wmixed associations, were in great
demaud.

Under the influence of the Christian Soeialists, Socialism
was often re }nvsenl‘ed as a return to Christianity. “The Christ
a Socialist ” was a favourite saying. True, that the preaching
of Robert Owen was independent of Christianity, and that

Fourier’s eriticism of Christianity was superior in substance, if
not in its forin, to that even of Nietzsche. But Lanennais, with
his “ Words of a Believer,” had produced a deep impression ; so
did-also Mautice: and Chuiles: K. ngsley, with his © Message of
the Church to the Labouring Man.” Amony the middle- class
Socialist writers there was a decided tendency to represent
Socialism as a religion so beautiful that 16 would be sufficient to
prove its relation to the teachings of Chmst in order that it
might conquer the world. Natural sciences at that time had
not yet made the sudden progress which they made twenty
years later,

The movement in England was not revolutionary. The
Socialists, when they had seen to what terrible lengths the
middle classes were prepared to go in the repression of the
Labpur movement—a free distribution of sentences of hard
labour in Australia was their reply to Hobert Owen’s * Trades
Union ”—when they saw this, they submitted. They began
preaching co-operation on the one side, as a means of accumu-
lating money in the hands of the working classes for futare
struggles, and secret Labour war on the other hand. Besides,
many of them fell into an error which we still see existing ab
the present day: that of expecting from the Royal power and
the landed aristocracy—the King and the Tories—help for the
emancipation of the tactory workers. The teaching, aud partly
also the practice, of the Socialists was directed towards this end.
When they saw what vesistance they would meet with from the
middle classes, they began to show a leaning towards Toryism:
Kingsley, for instance, supported the House of Lords! They
flirted with the Pretender to the throne of France, Napoleon,
in the hope that he, who had written a book on the proletarians,
would be the man to accomplish Socialist reforms if he beeame
Emperor; just as at a later epoch the German Socialists sup-
ported Lassalle in his flirtations with Bismarck, helping the
iron minister to defeat the Liberals and to govern without Par-
Hament. 1t was only natural, therefore, that the Radicals of
the forties, hoth English and foreign [M.mmm Herzen, Ledru-
Rollin), thlil]d look on the ‘auumhﬁas with suspicion.

On the other hand, the Brit‘.lsh Radicals themselves were only
Radicals half-way. After having obtained the abolition of the
corn laws, some extension of the suffrage, and some factory
legislation, they took no move interest in the economwical condi-
tions of the labourers. The campaign which had been started
for « the land for the people™ was dropped. The rapid exten-
tion of the industries of Great Britain, due to . the rapid exteun-
sion of the railways and steam navigation, promised such
sources of enrichment for the country, if she could only be first
in the conquest of distant markets, that the economists had no
difficulty in persuading the w olhlnvclasses to keep quiet: they
would benefit from tiat growth of commer ce, provided they
would support their Government in such a pullcy and let the
British producer take hold of the markets,—an illusion which
really was accepted by the British workers, ¢s nourished still,
and bas preparved the latest evolation of Tmperialism.

All attempts av compelling the factory owner and the land-
lord to sharve the immense revenues acceruing to them from the
sudden growth of the industries and the world tr ade, were thus
dismissed by most Radicals as too Utopian and dangerous to
the very foundations of the economical lite of the country. The
Republicanism of the earlier Radicals was gradually abandoned,
too, as dangerous for the security of trade; and in proportion
as the more uproarious elements of the country found an ountlet
in emigration, both to the States and to the now rapidly grow-
ing Colonies, and in proportion as the trade-unionist movement
began to be more and more legalised (as a first step towards
the muzzling of it, which is at.tmnpted now), Radicalism be-
came tamer and tamer, It chiefly made its influence felt in
religious matters and in the slow, constructive, educational
work, especially in the industrial centres.

*® &
As to the economical conceptions of the Socialists, they also
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Lt wBaeialism ? did not exist.

* worker for producing, and what is needed for living.
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. .mndeérwent a gradual deterioration. Formerly the very word

i There were Communists only, who
did not make any difference between what is needed by the

proclaimed the right of everyone to live, and discussed the means
of guarantecing this. But then, gradually, they began o speak
of “Socialism” instead of Communism, and limiting their
conceptions thereof more and more, and going from one con-
cession to another, they came to represent Socialism as the
State’s aid to working men’s productive associations.

After the defeat of the Revolution at Paris, in 1848, and the
crushing down of the Paris proletarians, even that was found
too advanced. Socialism was almost forgotten : the Socialist
literature, which was so abundant before 1848, disappeared,
and there came a blank of nearly twenty years before a new
revival of the movement began, in the sixties, on the Continent,
and bronght about the foundation of the International Working
Men’s Association.

The echoes of this second movement in England, and the
effects of the great war which broke out in 1870 between
France and Germany, and put an end to this new phase of the
Labour agitation, were so important that we shall speak of
them at some length in our next issue.

CRIME AND HEREDITY.*

I.

~ In his very fine Vindication of Anarchism now appearving in Free
Society, comrade C. L. James takes up a position with regard to crime
and criminals which appears to me to raise some questions for discus-
sion on this important subject. He practically accepts the teaching of
Lombroso and his followers, as T understand him, whilst the majority
of anthropologists, at any rate on the Continent, do not agree with
Lombroso, and the number of his adherents yearly grows less. I cannot
agree with comrade James’ position for two reasons :— First, the theo-
ries of the Lombrosian school are supported by no adequate evidence,
what little evidence there is on the question seeming to point to their
falseness. Secondly, because the assumptions which underlie the
theories of Lombroso are such as to provide, if they are true, a very
formidable argument against the progress of the human race.

Let us first see what is Lombroso’s theory, and what is his evidence
for it. The important part of it is the assertion that there exists a
class of born eriminals. At any rate, the question on which I wish to
lay most stress is whether what Lombroso calls “ born criminals ? are
really such, or whether they are made criminals by their environment,
1.6, by the events and surroundings of their lives. This is for us the
vital point in the theories of criminology. Lombroso’s theories on this
point have already heen sufficiently disputed by anthropologists of the
greatest ability,+ so that in any case we ought to guard ourselyes
against their appavent plausibility, and examine the evidence in its
favour and against it very carefully. Space will not permit a proper
discussion of the question ; but one or two points are worth noting.

As Manonorier points out, the methods of the Lombrosians are
almost identical with those of the phrenologists, and open to the same
objections. Only, instead of one bump of eriminality, they find bumps
all over your body. If your fingers are badly shaped, or your features
are not. symmetrical, if your teeth are not normal, or you are club-
footed, you are a criminal. And what is the method by which they
arrive at this wonderful and invaluable knowledge? They examine
eriminals, and note down the irregularities of their features—and that is
all. They do not attempt to show why there should be any conneetion
between anatomical irregularities and criminal tendencies, except by
the use of the vague term * degeneration,” and the misuse of the term
“atavism” (¢f. Manonorier). The use of the term degeneration does
not explain anything, even if is useful in other ways. For if we say
the t eriminality is one form of degeneration, and irregular teeth, say,
is smother form, yet what reason have we to suppose that one form of
deyeneration must be accompanied by another. I repeat, for it is the
vital flaw in their reasonings, that these ready theorists have not
attempted to show of what kind is the connection between their physi-
cal signs of degeneration and the supposed accompanying mental signs,
There is only one possible way in which they could show that there
was such a connection. They could measure according to their anthro-
pometric standards a large number of men and women, chosen hap-
hazard, and measure similarly an equal number of eriminals, They
would thus obtain the average type for mankind in general, and also
the average type of criminal. Their case would be proved if their
figures showed a distinet and satisfactory difference between the type
of the average man and the type of the average criminal, Accordin
to every rule of logic, this is the only method by which they could
obtain evidence for the truth of their theories. This they have not
attempted to do. But instead ¢ They set up an imaginary type of
human being—called the normal—arrived at by hopelessly unscientific
methods, and then proceed to show that the criminal differs consider-
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+ For example, Manonorier, Afavisme ef Crime, Les Aptitudes et les
Actes, &c.,
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ably from this normal, without troubling to find out whether the
average of all men does not differ just as much, as is probably the
truth, A good example of their style of argument is that which con-
nects criminality with tattooing, Since Lombroso will have it that
these men are born eriminals, I suppose he will say that these men are
born with such a character that they will one day want to tattoo them-
selves. This is actually what he appears to mean when he refers to
tattooing as a sign of atavism. Suppose that tattooing is more common
among criminals than among men of the same class and social position
who are not eriminals—a fact not by any means proved—well, the ex-
planation seems to me to be very obvious. Tattooing shows that a man
is uneducated, that his ssthetic instinets have never been developed,
but have remained at the stage at which we find them in savages. It
may well be that his moral instinets have remained undeveloped too,
and that in this respect also he has never risen above the level of a
savage. Butif there is any connection between these two facts, the
explanation is probably to be found in hislack of education, and in the
brutalising conditions of his childhood and youth. All this meta-~
physics of atavism seems unnecessary to explain so obvious a thing.
Much more might be said to show the absurdities of this so-called
science of criminology. But the reader will already have had, I hope,
enough to prevent him accepting, without considerable thought, the
position of comrade James.

II.

Besides the absurdity of their evidence, the Lombrosians have
omitted at the beginning the very important matter of defining what
is meant by a criminal—psychologically, that is to say.

Let us attempt to do it for them, and then see what difference it
will make to their theories. We may define a criminal as a person
whose moral sense is lacking or imperfect. You all know what is
meant by “ moral sense.” In thinking of certain actions you feel that
you do not want to do this or that,—you feel that it is wrong, and this
sense of its wrongness is in most cases strong enough to prevent your
doing it. Our mworal sense it is that tells us what is right and what is
wrong, and it acts moreover by impelling us to do the right and avoid
the wrong. Without the moral sense 1 the jindividual, society would
be impossible. And it is through the evolution of society that the
moral sense has developed. In obeying the moral law, j.e., in follow-
ing the guidance of the moral sense, we act in accordance with our own
best nature, itself the product of centuries of aocial life and mutual aid.
But society as it is to-day thinks that this moral sense is not sufficient
alone. So it makes laws, and threatens those who disobey them with
punishment. Withont doubt the laws and customs of early societies,
enforced by public opinion, resulted in a further growth of the moral
sense of the individual, making the laws after a time, unnecessury.
This is the explanation of the place of law and custom in social evolu-
tion. And while nations were small it had its effect. But in modern
societies the laws and the punishments threatened to those who break
them do not have this effect, That is why we Anarchists hold them
to be unnecessary, even if they were good. The moral sense of the in-
dividual depends on the training of his early years, and on the influ-
ence of those persons with whom he comes into immediate contact.
The Statute Book has no influence upon him. It does not matter for
our present purpose whether laws and the fear of punishment deter a
man from doing an action when his moral sense would not. And this is
not; the place to discuss the point as to whether the moral law and the
statute law coincide. In general our definition of the criminal as a
person who disobeys the moval law is correct,—at any rate correct
enough for a general discussion, though the term crime is used to denote
only the breaking of cerbain particular moral laws. For example, it is
not called a erime to tell a lie except under certain specified conditions,
—in a court of law (perjury), ete, But, psychologically considered, all
wrong actions ave alike, though society punishes some and not
others.

There are various sorts of criminals. There is, first, the person with
no moral sense at all, who does not feel that any action is wrong.
Such persons have been called “moral imbeciles” (Ellis), and are
classed by Lombroso as born eriminals. There are others who have a
moral sense very undeveloped, ungrown. And, again, there are
persons who have a fairly well developed moral sense, ¢.e., they know
what is right and what is wrong, but have not sufficient strength of
character to resist a sudden temptation. Their moral sense is weak.

Now let us see what can be possibly meant by the phrase a * born
criminal.” Does it mean a man born without a moral sense ? But so
are we all. A baby has no idea of right and wrong. What it can only
be taken to mean is a person born so that it will be impossible by
education and the best moral influences of life to create in him a moral
sense. This is the startling metaphysical assumption that the Lom-
brosians make. For the life of me, I cannot understand what it can
mean. How do they imagine it to come about? They offer no ex-
planation. Do they think that the moral sense is situated in one
particular part of the brain, and that this part is deficient in such
persons ¢ I do not think they would get any psychologist or physiologist
to agree to that. But as I have said, the whole thing is pure assumption,
and until it is proved we have the right to disregard it.

Let us look at the other side. Think for a moment of the hap-
hazard way in which all education is carried on at present, particularly
moral education, which is made an appendage of religious teaching.
Think of the influence which surround a child in that elass of modern
socieby from which the largest number of eriminals come. Badly
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nourished, in nnwholesoue swroundings, with only the poisoned air of
cities to breathe, a child grows up with an enfeebled brain and nervous
dgystem. No eare is taken to instruet tie child as to its position in the
world and in society; it has 1o oppocuaity of coming under the raising
influences of art and literatwre; on the eontrary, it is accustomed
daiiy to coarseness aml brutality in word anl decl. Can we wonder
that the most notable product of our ecivilisatio, apwt from lunaties,
is the class we eall criminals 2 Iu these facts we liave explanation
enough of the prevalence of crime, withont uneeding recourse to the
metaphysical theories of Lombroso.

A word more in reference to my assertion that if the assumptions
underlying the theories of the Lowbrosian school were true, they
would he in direct opposition to views otherwise well proved. The
first writer to give a full argument for Anavchism based his argument
on the fuct that - the chavacters of men originate in their external
civcumstances."*  And every writer on Anarchism since has practi-
cally assumed the same position. The unsual argunment against Anar-
chism is that it is impossible whils men are what they are. And if
men were bound to stay what they are, with the superstitions and pre-
judices they have at present, then some of us at least would have to
acknowledge that Avarchism is a vain and impossible dream. But we
hold, on the contrary, that men change as their circumstances change.
Men are made what they are by present social conditions, and if the
social conditions were changed, men’s characters would change with
them, This is the basis of our argument for the possibility of
Anarchism. And we hold it to be capable of scientific demonstra-
tion. '

Our message to the makers of prisons and to the ignorantly learned
professors is this : provide healthy and pleasant surroundings for the
children of our great cities, such as ought to be given to every human
being, instead of the unwholesome and miserable influences that
to-day debase and brutalise them, and your prisons will be empty,
and your professors will find some more worthy subject for their
ingenuity.

THE LAY OF THE LABOURER.

A spade! a rake! a hoe!
A pickaxe, or a bill |

A hook to reap, or a scythe to mow,
A flail, or what ye will—

And here’s a ready hand
To ply the needful tool,

And skill'd enough, by lessons rough,
In Labour's rugged school.

L

To hedge or dig the diteh,
To lop or fell the tree,

To law the swarth on the sultry field,
Or plough the stubborn lea ;

The havvest stack to bind,
The wheaten rick to thateh,

And never fearin my pouch to find
The tinder or the mateh,

To a flaming barn or farm
My fancies never roam ;

The fire I yearn to kindle and burn
Is on the hedarth of Home ;

‘Where children huddle and erouch
Through dark long winter days,

Where starving children huddle and erouch,
To see the cheerful rays,

A-glowing on the haggard cheek,
And not in the haggard’s blaze !

To Him who sends a drought
Te parch the fields forlorn,
The rains to flood the meadows with mud,
The blight to blast the corn,
To Him [ leave to guide
The bolt in its crooked path,
To strike the miser's rick, and show
The skies blood-red with wrath,

A spade! a rake! a hoe!
A pickdxe, or a bill !
A hook to reap, or a scythe to mow,
A flail, or what ye will—
The corn to thrash, or the hedge to plash,
The market team to drive, :
Or mend the fence by the cover side,
And leave the game alive,

Ay, only give me work,
Aud then you need not fear

That I shall snare his Worship’s hare,
Or kill his Grace’s deer ;

Bieak into his Lordship’s honse,
To steal the plate so rich ;

Owv leave the yeoman, that had a purse,
Lo welter in a ditch.

Wherever Nature needs,
Wherever Labour eulls,
No jub I'll shivk of the hardest work,
To shun the workhouse walls ;
Where savage laws begrudge
The pauper babe its breath,
And doom a wife to a widow's life,
Before her partner’s death.

My only claim is this,
With lnbour stiff' and stark,

By lawful turn my living to earn,
Between the liwht and dark ;

My daily bread, and nightly bed,
My bacon, and drop of beer—

But all from the hand that holds the land,
And none from the overseer !

No parvish money or loaf,
No pauper badges for me,

A son of the seil, by right of toil
Entitled to my fee.

No alms I ask, give me my task :
Here are the arm, the leg,

The strength, the sinews of a man,
To work, and not to beg.

Still one of Adam’s heirs,
Though doom’d by chance of birth

To dress so mean, and to eat the lean
Instead of the fat of the earth ;

To make such humble meals
As honest labour can, )

A bone and a crust, with a grace to God,
And little thanks to man !

A spade! a rake! a hoe!
A pickaxe, or a bill!
A hook to reap, or a seythe to mow,
A flail, or what you will—
Whatever the tool to ply,
Here is a willing drudge,
‘With muscle and limb, and woe to him
‘Who does their pay begrudge.
—Thomas Hood,

AN " APPHAIL,
FOR THE VICTIMS OF THE GENERAL STRIKE
IN HOLLAND.

The National Committee which has been formed in Holland
to aid the victims of the late General Strike solicits the assist-
ance of all English men and women who sympathised with the
resistance of the Dutch workers against the Strike Laws.

The funds are mearly exhausted, and still 1,200 persons
must be helped every week unless they are to starve. The
employers have determined to take no striker back, and 2,000
men are still locked out.

It must be remembered that the Dutch workers only declared
a General Strike when every other means had failed in the
defence of their common rights as free men and citizens.

Not: only in Holland, but in all countries, the attempt is
being made (or has already become law), as in Victoria (Aus-
tralia) and New Zealand, to rob the workers of their last
weapon in their fight against Capital by making Labour
Strikes illegal and lable to severe punishment.

Let us all who love Liberty and Human Progress remember
these signs of international reaction, and unite to help the
Dutch workers who fell as victims in a courageous resistance
against a Clerical, reactionary Government.

All donations should be sent to

A. W. AMMERLAAN,
President of the National Committee.
164, Rozengracht, Amsterdam.

Or to our address, 127, Ossulston Street, London, N,W.

Politicians are a set of men who have interests aside from the in-
terests of the people, and who, to say the most of them, are, taken as a
mass, at least one long step removed from honest men. I say this with
the greater freedom because, being a politician myself, none can regard
it as personal.—A brakam Lincoln.



42 SUPPLEMEXN'T

TO

#* FREEDOAL’ August, 1903,

reeoom

A JOURNAL OF ANARCHIST COMMUNISM,

Monthly, One Penny ; post free, 14d.; U.S.A., 8 Cents; France, 15 Centimes,

Annual Subscription, post free, 1s, 6d.; U.S.A., 36 Cents ; France, 1fr. 80c.
Foreign subscriptions should be sent by International Money Order.

Wholesale Price, 1s. 4d. per quire of 27, carriage free to all parts.

All communications, exchanges, &e., yor ““ FREEDOM ** to be addressed to

THE MANAGER, 127 Ossulston Street, N.W.

@& The Editors are not necessarily in agreement with signed articles.

= Native tn Suliseribers.—If there is a blue mark against this notice your subserip-
G s b s hesent before next monthif you wish to goon receiving the paper.

In future all Money and Postal Orders should be made
payable to J. Turner, 127 Ossulston Street, London, N.W.

NOTES.

“Leapers” AnD “ MisLeanurs.”

The writer of “ British Induastrial Notes ” in the “ American
Federationist” is responsible for the following absurd remarks
on the recent labonr dispute on the Clyde :—*The cloudy-
brained critics of Trade Unionism heralded the action of the
Clyde men as a protest against the ¢tyrauny of the Labour
leader.”  Such nonsense met its due reward in thinking
circles, and now it is evident that the Clyde men and the gene-
ral executive are in harmony.

“The final remark to be made in this episode is the more
urgent need for discipline among British trade unions, now
that the funds are liable to seizure for so-called damages which
an employer can ‘ legally” prove he has saffered.”

This, in spite of the fact that he admits in a previous
paragraph that the men ballotted on the question and the vote
was against accepting the reduction of a shilling a week. We
suppose the men who are the direct sufferers have no rights
which the execative are bound to respeet. Leaders, for-
sooth | Elected to lead, they end by driving the men to accept
a reduction of their standard of living. It was ever thus with
leaders. As to the urgent need of discipline to prevent their
union funds from being seized, that is a policy as cowardly as it
is hypocritical, and onz which will stifle any attempt at im-
provement—nd all honest persons know it. The talk of “ so-
called damages ” to the capitalist is on a par with Rufus Isaac,
K.C/s, statement in his defence of Richard Bell, that no harm
was meant in calling a man a blackleg, it was not a bad name,
and so on. How is it possible to win a strike except by inflict-
ing damage on the capitalist, or the fear of it. Such talk
deceives no one—except perhaps the one who utters it—least
of all the capitalist ; and the Amalgamated Society of Railway
Servants had to pay in lawyers’ fees and all nearly £50,000
for damages they did inflict, and rightly too, on the Taff Vale
Railway Company. The unions have got to face the issue and
fight, and hard too, if they wisl® to preserve their existence,
and we believe some of them know it. Now what strikes us
as unfortunate for the readers of the “ Federationist” is that
they should have such trivial nonsense served out to them as
reliable information on the Trades-Union movement in Englaud.
It is bad enough to have to combat the errors and falsifica-
tions of the capitalist press Surely Labour papers should at
least bo fair to their owa class. To attaia this all that is needed
is that labour-editors should take pains to ensure that trust-
worthy persons, endowed at least with an ordinary amount of
intelligence and common sense, and possessing at any rate an
elementary knowledge of the labour movement, should supply
their news. H. M. K.

Goinry.

Tt is fast becoming superfluous for Anarchists and Socialists
to denounce the infamies of the present system. This good
work is being so well done by such intelligent and well disposed
students of the present system, that the more important work of
educating the workers so that they can take action with a clear
conception of their own welfare is the task that could and
should absorb the energies of all Socialists who are not deluded
by the snares of politicians.

Mr. Charles Booth’s latest book is such a crushing indict-
ment of the capitalist system, that only liars or hypocrites can
ever again sing its praises. Poverty, misery, crime, on every
hand. Dezterioration, degradation, decay—these are the fruitg

we are "gathering from landlordism, capitalism and the schemes
of the financiers. The whole terrible story is told simply and
without anger or passion. But for those who can read
between the lines it is easy to see that the world is approaching
a struggle in which the workers will have to fight for a re-
generated society or fall to a depth of slavery that the world has
never yet seen. We hope Mr. Booth’s book will be well read,
and will induce many who have leisure and opportunity to
devote themselves to the good cause of human emancipation
from economie slavery.

In 18E Lawp or Socran Democracy.
We quote the following from the Morning Leader :—
WHERE SPEECH IS NOT FREE.
Berrix, July 8th,

In Febroary last a workwoman, named Wilhelmina Adam, living at
Halle, was one day drinking a cup of coffee with her neighbours Herr
and Fran Ehrlich, also working people.

The conversation turned on the Kaiser's speeches, and Fran Adam
made an improper remark about the Kaiser's friendship with the Sultan,
Some time afterwards the two families quarrelled, whereupon Herr
Ehrlich went to the police and informed about Frau Adam’s rude refer-
ence to the Kaiser,

For this lapsus Lingue the poor woman has now been sentenced to
two months’ imprisonment,

Now, Social Democrats, with your 38,000,000 votes, rise up in
protest, and demand a little elementary justice for this poor
woman so vilely betrayed. Don’t be alarmed, we are not ask-
ing for the Social Revolution. That would be expecting too
much from you. But after all your hoasting cannot you make
it possible for an honest person to live in a country where you
have so muach “ political power ”” ?

WaAT 18 ANARCHY ?

It is such a common device of the capitalist press to abuse
its political opponents by calling their rule “ Anarchy * that it
may appear useless to make any protest against this subterfuge
of gatter journalism. But we see no reason why the Star
should descend to these tactics, because as a Radical journal it
must be tully aware of the meanness of the trick, and moreover
it cav convince no one of the justness of its own position by
calling the Goverhment’s passing of the Education Bill
“ Anarchy,” and regarding the passive resisters as law-abiding
citizens. We have nothing but detestation for what Mark
Twain would call the “awe-inspiring imbeeility ” of Balfour
and his myrmidons; but they are the Government, and they
make the laws, which the Star has always told the
Anarchists to respect. Consequently the Nonconformists are
the rebels, and in resisting the law are acting in an Anarchist -
gpirit. 'We hope they will keep on resisting; it is their only
chance of suecess. But the Sfar must not try to confuse the
logic of the situation. It cannot have it both ways. If the
Liberals want liberty of conscience, so too do the Anarchists—
and a good deal more beside. They aim, indeed, at that full
conquest of the liberty of the individual which includes the
Star’s narrow view of this great need as the greater includes
the less. In the great battles for progress it is time this
elementary fact was learned, even by Liberals: To resist means
Life ; to submit means Death! The Nonconformists need not
be ashamed of the Anarchist spirit. It has stood them in good
stead before, and will again,

AN APPEAL FOR CANTWELL.

In making this appealon behalf of our old and valued comrade
T. Cantwell, 1t will scarcely be necessary for us to remind our
friends of the long and trying illness that has overtaken him,
and from which he has noti even yet recovered, and his conse-
quent need for our aid in his present condition. He would be
the last to ask for any reward for his long and arduocus labours
in the movement, but help in the spirit of “mutual aid” will,
we are sure, be welcomed by him as a real expression of
solidarity.

All amounts will be acknowledged in Freedom.

s
oo

H. Glass
A,

-
0
M. .. 5

Nothing is more odious than the majority ; for it consists of a few
powerful leaders, a certain number of accommodating scoundrels and
subservient weaklings, and a mass of men who trudge after them with-
out knowing their own minds.—Goethe.
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SOCIAL DEMOCRACY AND RADICALISM.

Everywhere the Social Democratic Party is now concluding alliances
“with the Radical and the Liberal politieal parties. After having tried
for a number of years, according to the text of Marx and Engels, the
alliance with the Conservatives, they seem to have realised at last what
-Gladstone had once told them, namely, that with Conservative help
not one single representative of Labour would ever be elected. So we
see now the Social Democrats all over Burope turning their backs to
the Conservatives, and seeking alliance with the Radicals and the
Liberals.

From France we have just received the appeal for the Congress of
“ the Radical Socialist political party,” which is to be held in Marseilles
on October 8-11. Such a Congress was first held in 1901, and the
appeal of the committee speaks of it as follows:—* The Congress of
1901 was a revelation for the party, which was not at that time aware
of its own existence. The Congress of 1902 was a constituent assem-
bly. Let that of 1903 open an era of permanent and methodic action.”
The elections of 1901 to the Chamber, and of 1902 to the Senate—so
successful for the French Social Democrats and the Radicals—were the
results of this union between the middle-class Radicals and the Social
Democrats, established at the Congresses of 1901 and 1902. The
next Congress will have to prepare, we are told, the joint action of the
parties for the coming muunicipal elections. This, at least, is frankness
and fair play.

The German Social Democrats are now doing the same. The last
elections have been made by them with the, support of the Liberals,
The hatred which Lassalle had vowed to the National Liberals is gone ;
and the theoretical, ‘ scientific” considerations, which are thrown as
dust into the eyes of the public to support that hatred (while in reality
Lassalle onily did what the cunning old Bismarck wanted him to do, as
he gave him some protection in exchange and so long as he wanted
him to fight the Liberals)—all these scientific Iueubrations have now
‘been turned the other way, when it came to electoral considerations,
+Of course, we have absolutely nothing against such an alliance between
Social Demoerats and Radieals; we predicted it long ago. The Social
Democrats are Socialists no more. In all their electoral programs
«during the last elections there was no Socialism at all. They fought
for Free-trade against the Agrarians, just as all other Radicals in Ger-
unany did, and exactly as the Free-traders of the so-much-hated by the
Marxists school of Cobden (*the Manchester School,” as they used to
say) ave doing in old England; and in attacking the Conservative
Agrarians they were quite vight. - As to Socialism—as to doing any-
thing in the Socialist direction—there was no question of it at all,
Being now mere Radicals and Democrats, the Social Democrats are
certainly quite right in ceasing to combat the Radicals and in seeking
alliance with them. Only we should be still move pleased if they
honestly and frankly took the name of Radicals or Democrats, and
dropped the now misleading word of ¢ Socialist.”
play, and they would thus leave the field open for the constitution of a
Socialist party free from all Parliamentary pre-oceupations, and there-
fore free to adopt a really Socialistic program of action.

LAWS IN THE UNITED STATES

ANARCHISM.

We take from the dmerican Adlmanac for 1903 (page 226) the
following abstract, which an American friend sends to us: —

“ Among the important matters of legislation which occupied the
attention of the Congress of the United States during the Session of
1901-2 was that of protecting the life of the President. Hspecial
attention had been directed to this subject by the assassination of Pre-
sident MeKinley in September, 1901. The fact that Mr. McKinley
‘was made a sacrifice to Anarchical fanaticism caused the proposed
legislation to ineclude measures for the suppression of Anarchism. In
relation to the question of Anarchism the Government of the United
States, like that of Great Britain, has declined all overtures of other
governments to unite in some form of repressive action. This declina-
tion was based on the unwillingness of these two Governments to open
- postible way for the extradition of political offenders. While that
jposition is still adhered to, it is not considered that it would be affected
by the adoption of laws to suppress the movement and all of its mani-
festations within our own country.

Accordingly the Senate passed a Bill which fixed death as the
penalty for any attempt, successful or unsuccessful, to take the life
of the President, his possible successor, or any representative of a
foreign Government visiting the United States. Aiding, abetting,
advising or counselling such an attempt was to be punished by im-
prisonment for twenty years; and threatening by written, printed or
spoken words the life of any such person was to be punishable by ten
years' imprisonment. On June 9th the House of Representatives
passed a substitute Bill, which not only contemplated the punishment
-of crimes against the President, his possible successor, and against the
heads and representatives of foreign Governments, but also legis-
lated to some extent against the general profession or teaching of
Anarchy. The two branches of Congress were unable to come to an
agreement upon legislation covering the ground, and the Bills here

REGARDING

This would be fair

described got no further than to be referred to a committee of confer
ence, representing the two Houses. The necessity for some law in the
line of the measures proposed will inevitably bring the question again
before the national legislators.

The Legislature of the State of New York, acting upon the sugges-
tion of Governor Odell, made in his annual message on the opening of
the Session of 1902, considered the question of Anarchy, with the
result that a Bill was passed and approved. Governor Odell, in his
message, referred to the assassination of President McKinley, and
declared that  those whose utterances have a tendency to incite to dis-
order or murder should be punished.” The law enacted, which is now
Chapter 371 of the Laws of 1902, defines ‘ criminal Anarchy” thus:
“ Criminal Anarchy is the doctrine that organised government should
be overthrown by force or violence, or by the assassination of the
executive head, or of any of the executive officials of government, or by
any unlawful means, The advoeacy of such doctrine, either by word
of mouth or writing, is a felony.”

THE GROWTH OF FRAUD.*

I. dwerage Yearly Number of Crimes (Indictable Offences) Reported
to the Police. Fngland and Wales.

. v All Crimes not TorAL
During the period Iuclufliu;; l"'r.-: ud. Frauds. All Crimes.
1885-1889 -— 85,024 — 1.879 — 86,903
1890-1894 — 81,763 — 2,068 — 83,831
1895-1899 - 76,860 — 2,099 — 79,459

II. The Number of Frauds Conumitted, compared with the Number of
Persons Tried for Fravd. England and Wales.

Percentage of

Persons Tried
~  for Fraud to
Persons Tried Number of Frauds

Average Yearly Number of

During the period Wrande

Committed. for ‘Frand. Committed.

Per Cent.
1885-1889 —- 1,879 — 1,025 . — 546
1890-1894 — 2.068 — 1,027 — 496
1895-189Y - 2,099 — 1,003 - 386

These figures speak for themselves, While all crime other than
fraud has considerably decreased from 1885-1899—a decrease of 96
per cent.—fraud has inereased 38'3 per cent. during the same period.
Moreover many frauds are never reported. Perhaps there is no serious
erime which is so much understated in the official records as fraud. We
must, therefore, tauke Table I. as eonsiderably understating the amount
of fraud annnally.

Table IL. shows us that while the number of frauds has increased,
the number of persons fried has decreased, emphasising the fact that
persons who commit fraud often escape legal punishment,

We may add the following remarks:—1. Bear in mind that one
frand does much more harm to society than one crime of any other
kind. 2. Remember what ecliss of society it is that commits
these crimes—solicitors, bankers, agents, directors, trustees, business
managers, and clerks,—not the criminal lower classes. j

The writer in the Contemporary feview, whose figures we quote,
says :—“ To no small extent the growth of fraud iz due to the great
modern inerease in luxury, to smartness, to the deliberate and eynical
disregard of an honest anid simple mode of life. . . . . Men cannot
make money fast enough to meet the expenses of the luxurious life of
to-day, and so they get money by fraud.”

The blessed results of our advancing civilization ! |

THE INCUBUS.

The Incubus sat on the Workingman's shoulders.

“ Get up,” said the Incubus as he struck in his spurs, “ this isa
question as to whether we or the miners are to run our business.”

“ But I cannot keep on carrying you unless I get more to eat,” said
the Workingman,

“You have a full dinner pail,” said the Incubus, as he ordered a
bottle and a bird ; * as forlme—although God in his infinite wisdom has
given me control of the property of this country—I get no more than
board and clothes.”

“ But,” objected the Workingman, * I often do not get that."

“T will give you a library to carry on your back,” said the Incubus.

“ How could the like of me get a chance toread 2"

¢ Be content,” said the Incubus, “in that station of life to which it
shall please me and God to call you.”

“ But you grow heavier all the time,” said the Workingman. 4

“ Every man has a chance to ride,” said the Ineubus, “ Why didn't
you get up here ? There's plenty of room at the top.”

“T think,” said the Workingman, * it was intended that both of us
should walk.” i

“That,” said the Imcubus, “is blasphemy. If I should get off your
back it would shake the foundations of Society.”

From Life (American).

* Contempoiary Review, June, 1902,
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Resist mot Fwil.
Chicago. Js.

The book contains a series of essays stating the author’s reasons
for holding the doctrine of non-resistance to evil as advanced by
Tolstoy. They are wiitten in a spirit of wide-minded thoughtful
gentleness, though they strongly and fearlessly denounce all those
theories that justify the existence of huge machineries—States, armies,
navies, courts of law, ete.—for combating the ¢ natural evil” in man.
The State, though to-day a complex whole, is nothing more than a
domination of the weak by the strong, a natural development out of
the early history of the human race, when “ the strongest savage seized
the largest club, and with this weapon enforced his rule upon the other
members of the tribe.,” Every form of government exists for the pur-
pose of ruling men through violence and force. Even a democracy,
although seemingly so far ahead of autocratic rule, *begins with a
great mass of regulations inherited from the autocratic powers that
have gone before.” So, too, all the vast machinery for the meting
out of so-called justice is only an attempt to readjust the wretched
order of the world by inereased injustice. The right way to counteract
the evil in the world is to give fair conditions of life to all, when the
need for violence and the cause of violence will both disappear. The
keynote of the work is contained in its last sentences: * Hatred,
bitterness, violence, and force, can only bring bad results—they leave
an evil stain on everyone they touch, No human soul can be rightly
reached, except through chavity, humanity, and love.”

Clarence 8. Darrow. Charles H. Kerr & Co.:

Les Fsprits Divecteurs de lu Pensée Francaise du Moyen Age a la
Revolution. Theodore Surau.  Schleicher Fidres, Paiis,

From these publishers appears a sevies of sketches of the gieat
French thinkers, including Rabelais, Montaigne, Descartes, Voltaire,
Montesquieu, Diderot, Jean Jacques Rousseau, written with the usual
Frenceh brevity, clearness and brillianey of style, which makes such
fascinating reading. Though the author does not go into details, he
gives a very vivid and bright exposition of the dominating ideas of
those great thinkevs, which contributed to the creation of modern
French thonght.

The Service of Man,
tion. Price 6d.

It 1s a fragment or collection of fragments handling certain topics
of religion and social morals in a critical spirit, and proposing to sub-
stitute for them the “Sevvice of Man.” The belief in Christianity, says
the author, is in a state of decay, because it is and will be more and
more undermined by the conflicting logical discoveries of seience. Men
still hesitate to abandon religion, however, becanse it seems to best
satisfy the human yearning for sympathy, and also Lecause it appears
the best known support of morality. These two claims the author then
proceeds to disprove, showing that, as regards the so-called consola-
tions of Christianity, they are at best selfish sentimentalisms, while
on the other hand the terror-striking ideas of hell-purgatory have
been continual sourees of anguish to the truly devout, Christianity as
a gunide to conduet also falls short of any degree of excellence, because
its doetrine has always postponed morality to repentance and faith—
hence the very low state of morals in the ages of faith, As a political
iufluence, Christianity has been always positively harmful, because ever
since it became the State veligion of Rome it has taught the divine
right of kings and the subjects’ duty of abject obedience. While
allowing to Christianity some stimulating power in the region of specu-
lative thought, some saint-producing force on specially susceptible
chavacters, the anthor boldly states that religion’s day is done, and
wishes to put in its place the *Service of Man,” *pursuing human well-
being as a conscious aim with good prospects of suceess.”

By Cotter Morrison. Rationalist Press Associa-

Der Wecknif, A German-Swiss fortnightly paper of Socialist- Anarchism.
Geneva.

We weleome the first number of this new periodical, a close com-
rade of Le feveil, now in its fourth yeaw of life. The leader which
introduces the IWeeknif to its readers breathes a strong spirit of hope-
fulness and belief in the sunecessful future of Anarchism. “ Thrust
back one bundred times,” says the writer, *“we boldly make our
hundred and fivst attack.” And again, * A doetrine which draws its
recruiting powers from the general wretched state of affairs in the
world to-day may be pushed into the background for a time by brutal
official force or by those demagogues who play with the intellectual
backwardness of the masses, or best of all by both factors combined—
but destroyed it ean never be.” All suceess to the new venture!

In faet, in all civilised societies which have preceded our own, the
absolute supremacy of the unrestrained and selfish right of private pro-
perty has been the forerunner of decadence, the main cause of ruin, A
more enlightened humanity having at last succeeded in creating socio-
logical seience, may, we would believe, avoid the rock whereon Athens
and Rome were shipwrecked.—Professor Letourneau in Property : Its
Origin and Development,

OUR RULERS, ‘“BOODLE” AND “BUFFY.”

[This pictnre from ‘ Bleak House,” by Charles Dickens, may
remind readers of the present Ministry.]

“ There are also ladies and gentlemen of another fashion, not¥so-
new, but very elegant, who have agreed to put a smooth glaze on the-
world, and to keep down all its realities. For whom everything
must be langnid and pretty. Who have found out the perpetual
stoppage. Who are to rejoice at nothing and be sorry for nothing,
Who are not to be disturbed by ideas. On whom even the Fine
Arts, attending in powder and walking backward like the-
Lord Chamberlain, must array themselves in the milliners’
and tailors’ patterns of past generations, and be particularly
careful not to be in earnest, or to receive any impress from the-
moving age. 1

“Then there is my Lord Boodle, of considerable reputation with his
party, who has known what office is, and who tells Sir Leicester Ded-
lock with much gravity, after dinner, that he really does not see to-
what the present age is tending. A debate is not what a debate used
to be; the House is not what the House used to be; even a Cabinet
is not what it formerly was., He perceives with astonishment, th_at-
supposing the present Government to be overthrown, the limited choice-
of the Crown, in the formation of a new Ministry, would lie between
Lord Coodle and Sir Thomas Doodle—supposing it to be possible for
the Duke of Foodle to act with Goodle, which may be assumed to be
the case in consequence of the breach arising out of that affair with
Hoodle. Then, giving the Home Department and the Leadership of
the House of Commous to Joodle, the Hxchequer to Koodle, the Colo-
nies to Loodle, and the Foreign Ofice to Moodle, what are you to do-
with Noodle? You can’t offer him the Presidency of the Council ;
thiat is veserved for Poodle. You can't put him in the Woods and
Fovests ; that is hardly good enough for Quoodle. What follows?
That the countiy is shipwrecked, lost, and gone to pieces (as is made
manifest to the patriotisin of Siv Leicester Dedlock), beeause you can’
provide for Noodle !

On the other hand, the Right Honourable William Bufly, M.P.,.
contends across the table with some one else, that the shipwreck of the
country—ahout which there is no doubt ; it is only the manner of it
that is in question—is attributable to Cuffy. If you had done with
Cuffy what you ought to have done when he first came iuto Parlia-
ment, and had prevented him from going over to Dufly, you would
have got him into an alliinee with Fufly, you would have had with you
the weight attaching as a smart debater to Gufly, you would have
brought to bear upon the elections the wealth of Huffy, you would
have got in for three counties Juffy, Kufty, and Lufiy, aud you would
have strengbhened your administration by the official knowledge and
the business habits of Muffy. All this, instead of being as you now
are, dependent on the mere eaprice of Puffy !

“ As to tais point, and as to some minor topies, there are differences
of opiuion ; but it is perfectly clear to the brilliant and distinguished
circle, all round, that nobody is in question but Boodle and his retinue,
and Buffy and Ais retinue. These ave the great actors for whom the
stage is reserved. A People there are, no doubt—a certain large
number of supernumeraries, who are to be occasionally addressed, and
relied upon for shouts and choruses, as on the theatvical stage; but
Boodle and Buffy, their followers and families, their heirs,
executors, administrators, and assigns, ave the born first-actors,
managers and leaders, and no others can appear upon the scene for
ever and ever.”

WALL STREET ON STRIKES.

(BExtract from a recent speech by a New York Lawyer.)

“We have in this day and age come face to face with lubour
troubles where riotonsness and violence are continuous and unsur-
pressed ; to a time when the man who violates no law is not permitted
to earn his bread because he has not secured permission from some
man he knows not; to a time when persons have taken the law into
their own hands and enforced it with the torch, the pistol, with dyna-
mite, in order to destroy. When these men dare take the adminis-
tration of the law and the conduct of affairs into their own hamds, it
has gone beyond mere sedition. It is war, and I tell you it should be
treated as war,

 History tells us of the Reign of Terror in Paris, where armed
mobs, unrestrained and unrestricted, imagined that they were the
power, and where the miserable authorities came to believe that this
was so, and the streets of the French eapital ran red, and the scaffuld
and the guillotine were busy.

“ Finnally they reached the doors of the Assembly and met theve a
man whose name was Napoleon Bonaparte. The first to raise his hand
in violence gave the signal, and the quiet man at the door there shot
them down, cut them down, chased them through the streets—and that
reign of terror was order.

“This should be done here. With such a man in command
here, the first to raise a hind against anyone whose desire was to

labour peacefully would be shot down, until not a Thug of them
remained.”
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AMERICAN NOTES.

There is a crisis impending in America, and stocks and shares ave on
the downward grade. Things have been at high pressure for the past
few years, and those who have given the question any consideration
know that they cannot be continued indefinitely. * As one capitalist
put it to me recently, T expect the impetus of the grain crop (it is
unusually large this year) will carry us over another year,” Others
say the same thing, and there are quite a number of them looking after
their interests in Kurope at present so that when the slump comes they
can pour some of their surplus products into these dark (¥) corners of
the earth,

There are some ninety thousand textile workers on strike in
Philadelphia for the shortening of the hours of labour to fifty-five per
week. The conditions in this trade are appalling in the South, and
very little better in Philadelphia. For years there was no union and
the employers had it all their own way, at last the workers began to
organise secretly, and this is the result. At the present writing about
fifty per cent. of the employers have conceded, and the prospects a
complete victory are good. We have some very energetic comrades
there, and without having direct news from them I am sure they are
aiding in the struggle to the best of their ability. May they win is
the heartfelt wish of every lover of freedom,

Clarence Darrow has stirred up a hornet’s nest in a recent speech
-of his, supplemented by an later article on the methods and principles
of trade unions. He accuses them of restricting the output and
striving for an increase of wages, and points out that the mere in-
crease of wages will not settle the economic question. That the in-
crease is gobbled up by the ecapitalist in increased prices on his commo-
dities. Among others who have replied to him is Samuel Gompers, who,
while paying tribute to Darrow’s honesty, ability, and zeal for the
cause of Labour, denies that he understands the Labour movement,
quibbles on the guestion of the restriction of output, and in general
spoils a good case by the fear of facing the fundamental question. As
to Darrow’s contention that the mere question of raising wages,
in and by itself is a delusion and a snare, and that the small merchant
raises his prices, and that the question resolves itself info a never-
-ending circle we beg to differ. Society is so complex that men have in-
dividual as well as collective interests, and for one man or one craft not
to strive for a higher wage, which means increased comfort, as there is
_a possibility, and perhaps a very remote one, that the workers in some
other trade will demand an increase of wages, thereby causing a cor-
responding rise in the prices of living, is, to say the least, shallow
reasoning. Society is not an organism, and does not progress along
geometrical lines. It may take the baker five years to see what the
bootmaker sees in five minutes, or wice wersw, and as a rvesult he will
have five years more increased comfort than his fellow. If all the
working men of America joined their various unions and demanded a
mere increase of wages on the same day, the price of commodities would
rise and the standard of living would remain the same. But such an
event will never happen ; one set of men will always have ideas in
advance of their fellows, and by the time one set of men grasp the ideas
set forth by others, a portion of those who held the ideas first will
have abandoned them and advanced to greater and higher ideals. Hach
individual man will struggle to better his condition—or should—and in
so doing will show the way for others to follow. On the other hand, to
-quibble on the guestion of restriction of output serves not to advance,
but retard, the growth of unionism and solidarity. It is true that no
union as such advoeates restriction of output, for that would serve to
prejudice some people, and would get them into trouble for conspiracy ;
but that restriction of output is almost universal it would be idle to deny.
I speak from twenty years' experience, and know as a positive fact that
in almost every factory or workshop where a number of men are en-
gaged in doing the same thing there is an unwritten law as to what
constitutes a day’s work. And why should there not be ? Must the
workers cut each other's throats to benefit those who exploit them 2 Tt
is the law of human solidarity that the strong shall not erush
out the weak, and by combining together, with the determination that
a certain standard is the very worst they will submit to, the workers
have progressed to their present position. If we had a bit more re-
striction of output we would hear less of the * too old at forty ” ery, and
fewer men nsing hair dye to prevent being forced out because they
-cannot keep the pace of the young man of twenty-five. T am notadvo-
% cating laziness, for a movement based on such a prineiple is bound to
fail ; but misdirected energy is worse than no energy at all, and amidst
‘the propagation of ideals for the advancement of humanity, none is
more important than solidarity, and the making the workman cognisant

-of the fact that if he wants to live he must let live.

Inequality is the source of all revolutions, for no compensation can
make up for inequality.—Aristotle,

This great truth which I have now to declare—to declare to you—is
‘that the system on which all the nations of the world ave acting is
founded in gross deception, in the deepest ignorauce, or a mixture of
both. That, under no possible modification of the prineiples on which
it is based, can it ever produce good to man; but that,on the contrary,

its practical results must ever be to produce evil continually.—Robert
Owen.

INTERNATIONAL NOTES,

Bercios.—During the International Congress of Mim?rs held lately
in Brussels, it was decided to devote a sitting to the question of a gene-
ral strike, whereupon the British delegates objected and declared if it
were discussed they would vote against it. Revolutionary met:hods as
a rule have always been distasteful to the average placid Englishman,
but one notes with pain how little that same Englishman seems able to
grasp the labour situation on the Continent, and his unwillingness, if
not impotence, to sympathise to the full with the frightful hardships
and hideous toil imposed on the foreign worker in his effort to win a
daily crust. In Belgium, six million people ave struggling for bread,
the vast majority in the rich coalfields. The mines are the deepest,
the worst ventilated, and the most dangerous in the world, Numbers
of the miners themselves emigrate to France to work in the safer
collieries there. The girls cannot emigrate, and remain to begin work
as pitmen when fourteen, working 4,000 feet below ** grass,” f_or twelve
hours a day for a pitiful wage, under terrible conditions. Perish, then,
the general strike, but let little children labour on in mine and factory
—this seems the logic of the English delegates.

© We note with pleasure that Comrade Robyn (Hardy) has been pro-
visionally releaased from prison, where he was sent for an ¢ incendiary
article,” aud has at once improved the oceasion by bringing out a new
weekly called L' Znsurgé.

HoLraxp.—We mentioned the misfortunes of the Blaricum colony
in our July issue. Holland boasts of five colonies based on Communist
principles. According to L'Ere Nouvelle, the two largest are the settle-
ments of Blaricum and Walden.

Blaricwn has been in existence nearly four years, owns some 30
acres of land, and a general fund of over £1,000, The land heu}g poor,
the agricultural portion of the community is seceding, and is to be
replaced by blacksmiths and tailors,

Walden, so named aftersn old home of Thoreau, has lasted five years
under the guardianship of Dr. Van Eden, who rebains his practice as
physician, and enviches the funds with his fees. It seems to bein a
fairly thriving condition, and is move co-operative t-h:a.n. Communist.
The three other colonies ave less important. That of Huizen, founded
a year ago, has seven inmates, and was chiefly formed to create a small
iron foundry. The New Harmonie, a year old now, took up its site
near Walden on lands which by skilful cultivation arve becoming rich,
the produce being sold in Awmsterdam. Lastly, the 4peldoorn colony,
which, being near a large town and having fertile ground bordeved by
a river, is likely to well materially.

Poraxp,—Here, as in Russia, Socialism is permeating the country,
and we do not, speak of Russian Poland only. The slice that Austria
holds i no less uneasy for its ralers to handle. It is only eighteen
years since Socialism made its way into the country. In 1893 the
various groups united to form a Soeialist Party, which is now strong
enough to carry on secret printing with success, and much pl_'o_pa,(_randsu
by literature. The aim of the pirty, however, is purely political, the
desive being for a Republic in place of the present tyrannical govern-
ment. The ranks of the enthusinsts are being constantly denuded by
prison and Siberia, and as constantly replaced by young ’mfi ardent
rebels, while the powers and numbers of the secret _polin_:e are increased
in proportion ; but all to no purpose, for the agitation increases slowly
and steadily. A new Jewish revolutionary committee representing
100,000 members was discovered only a few weeks ago. :

Good news of a similar nature comes from Russia proper. The dis-
content and agitation augments, is not to be repressed, and the peasants
and villagers are making and forcing their demands in no uncertain
spirit. According to the daily papers, a princely landowner was shob
down by twenty men a few days since when driving, and no arrests
have yet been made. Now the simple, long-enduring moujik must be
driven hard before he lifts an angry weapon, so we may imagine what
style of oppressor that landowner was, and how strong is growing the
determination of the proletarian in all lands to live the life of & man
and less that of a beast of burden.

War is the harvest to governments, however ruinous it may be to a
nation. It serves to keep up deceitful expectations, which prevent
people from looking into the abuses and defects of governments. It is
that which amuses and cheats the multitude.—7%omas Paine.

Just cast a glance ab this society, and tell us whether it acts from
virtuous, divine, or even moral motives? Isit not, in fact, a bellum
omnium contra omnes ! Does it not resemble a racecourse where every
one does all he ean to outrun or even destroy the other? Ave we nobt
tempted to say of this society what Burmeister says of the Brazilians {4
Every one does what he believes he can do without incurring punish-
ment, He cheats and abuses others as munch as possible, being con-
vinced they would do the same to him. Anyone who acts differently
is treated as an idiot.

Is it not the most refined egotism, which is the spring of this social
mechanism, and distinguished authors, who best know human society,
do they not constantly depict in their narrations the cowavdly dis-
loyalty and hvpoevisy of this Buropean society ¢ —Force and Matter,
Dr. Louis Biichuer.
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The objeet of all government is to render government superfluous.—
J. G. Fichte,

England is the Paradise of the rich, the Purgatory of the wise, and
the Hell of the poor.—Theodore Parker.

All for ourselves and nothing for other people seems in every age
of the world to have been the vile maxim of the masters of mankind.
—Adam Smith.

Yes! Those who know how to appreciate. the idens we defend,
which are so vehemently attacked by the whole clique of pharisees,
hypocrites, mystics, Jesuits, and pietists, may be able to imagine that
at some future period there may be a more ideal social edifice, which
may have for its foundation human dignity and human equality.—
Lloree and Matter, Dr. Louis Biichner,

Tam convinced that those societies (as the Indians) who live withou
government enjoy in their general mass an infinitely greater degree of
happiness than those who live under the European Governments.
Among the former, public opinion is in the place of law, and restrains
morals as powerfully as laws ever did anywhere. Among the latter,
under pretence of government, they have divided their nations into two
classes—wolves and sheep. I do not exaggerate. This is a true picture
of Burope.—Thomas Jefferson.

While hitherto isolated communisms, as suggested, have existed
here and there and from time to time, now for the first time in history
both the masses and the thinkers of all the advanced nations of the
world are consciously feeling their way towards the establishment of a
Socialistic and communal life on a vast seale. $l'he present competitive
society is more and more rapidly becoming a mere dead formula and
husk within which the eutlines of the new and human society are
discernible.—C'ivilisation, by Edward Uarpenter.

Commonweal.—Any comrade having the following numbers of
Commonweal to spave, will greatly oblige by forwarding same to
Freedom Office :—Nos. 6, 7, 8 (1885) ; 12, 38, 39, 45 (1886); 131, 140
(1888); 180, 189 (1889); 232, 233, 240, 256 (1890). ~ Good price

will be given,

MODERN SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM.
By PETER KROPOTKIN.

Translated from the Russian by Davip A. MobneLn, and revised by the
Author,

CONTENTS.

I. Two Fundamental Tendencies in' Society : The Popular and the
Governmental.—The Kiuship of Anarchism and the Popular
Creative Tendency.

II. The TIutellectual Movement of the XVIIL Century; Tts Funda-
mental Traits: The Luvestigation of all Phen-mena by the
Scientific Method.—The Stagnation of Thought at the Begirning of
the XIX, Century.—The Awakening of Socialism : Its Iufluence
upon the Developrient of Science.—The Fifties.

Auguste Cante’s Atterpt to Build up a Syunthetic Philosophy.—
The Causes of His Failure : The Religions Explanation of the
Moral Sense in Man.

LV. The Flowering of the Exact Sciences in 1856 62.—The Development
o f Huoman Ideas and Iustitutions.—A Theory of BEvolution,

V. The Possibility of a New Synthetic Philosophy.—Herbert Spencer’s

Attempt : Why it Failed.—The Method not Sustained.—A False

Coneception of the * Struggle for Existence.”

The Causes of this Mistake.—The Teaching of the Church : “The
World is Steeped in Sin.”"—The Government’s Inculeation of the
same View of *“Man’s Radical Perversity.”—The Views of Modern
Authropology upon this Subject.—The Development of Forms
of Life by the * Masses” and the Law.—Its Two-Fold
Character,

VIL The Place of Avarchism in Science.—TIts Endeavour to Formulate a
Synthetic Conception of the World.—Its Object.

Tts Origfin‘—How its Idealis Developed by the Natural Scientific
Method.

IX. A Brief Summary of the Couclusions Reached by Anarchism : Law.

: Morality.—Economic Ideas.—The Government,

X. Contivuation.—Methods of Action.—The Understanding of Re-
volutions and Their Birth.—The Creative Ingeuuity of the People,
—Conelusion.
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NOW READY.

PoLITICS AND SOCIALISM.
By PETER KROPOTKIN.
Freedom Pamphlet No. 14. Price One Penny.

There being every probability of an early GeNeran Erecriox, this-
pamphlet will be very useful in counteracting the Ballot-box mania,

PAGES 'OF E‘;OCIALIST HISTORY.

The Teachings and Acts of Social Democracy.
By W. TCHERKESOYV,

A work that should be studied by“all Socialists who would
understand the two opposing currents in Socialist evolution.

Price 1s., post free 1s. 3d. 127 Ossulston Streef, NW.
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Caserio Santo. 32 pages; Ld.
No. 10. ANARCHISM : IT3 PHILOSOPHY axp IDEAT. 1d.
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Other Pamphlets.
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