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Numerous-but Powerless. 
Certainly the most striking and dramatic incident of the 

latest Interna~ional Socialist Congress at Amsterdam was the 
sc~rnful quest10n _p~t by Jaures. to. Bebel, "What have you 
g~med for the political and social hfe of the German people 
with your three million Sociali t votes?)) a_nd BebeFs answer 
as. a?- excuse of their impotency, "In Germany there are eleven 
m1lhon votes; we must have seven or eight million in order t o 
obtain some practical results.)) 

This was an indirect admission that German Social 
pernocracy) ~el.auded a?-d. prai~ed for the past thirty years) with 
i~s three ~1lhon Sociahst votes, has, so far, gai!!.ed not a 
smgle practlCal concession, economic or social, for the benefit 
of the proletariat. 

They call themselves-these three million voters-revolu­
tionists ! Hist~rical documents show that during the great 
French Revolut10n tbe parties of action numbered never more 
than ~7_)000. Revolutionists of Italy, who accomplished with 
Mazzm1, the brothers Bandiera Manin and -Garibaldi such 
heroic deeds, and who liberated their country) could nevei: count 
on more than a few tholl sands of organised supporters in the 
whole of Italy. 

Why were these three million German a revoLutionists )) 
unable, not only, to compel the Imperial Governm ent to carry 
out ~undamentat cb.anges :in the existing order, but failed to 
obtam even s~ch mmor reforms as a ten hours' day, and conlrl 
not preserve :tor the people the once-enjoyed f1 eedom Of press 

. and speech? 
. T.he ans.w~r to all these questions may be found in the 

existi.ng poht1cal and social .order of the German Empire. 
. Fust .of all, then," German Empire '' is only a military and 

d1p1omatrn term ; there exist no German citizens: there are 
~russians, Bav~rians, etc. ; there is no German public instr.uc­
t10n, and the Imperial Reichstag, according to the OJ.'iginal pact 
betwee~ the fed~rated sta:tes,. ha~ no righ_t to touch any existing 
econom10 or social orgamsat10n rn the different German States 
w~1i~h have each their owi: national hereditary reigning family: 
mu.11sters, se~ate. and parliament. In those States the existing 
socid.l orgamsat10n and legislation have still preserved the 
feudal ch~~ader. .In none of therr_i does the political equality 
of t.he citize~ exist-none. has dHect l'epresentation for the 
nat~onal Parhament. For rnstance, in Saxony, called by the 
Social Democrats ''.the red king·dom/' because of the twenty 
three Saxon deputies for the Reichstag twenty two are Social 
Democrats, the national parliament is elected, not by direct 
P.opular vote but, as was done in France before the great Revolu­
t10n, by elected "electors" divided into t.hree classes. 

Owing to this system the Social Democrats have no 
influence on the Saxon Parliament, and , in Prussia, 
~avaria, Sax?ny, and other States Democracy has no 
rights, no .um:rer~al suffr~g:e, and that Germany in the life of 
each State is st1ll m a semi-feudal condition. In order to eman­
c~pate democracy, not only a social revolut ion, but even a poli­
tical st~·uggle must take place in each of those States respecti vel . 
Bnt <hd you ever hear of a Prussian, Sa.x:on or Bavaria.n 
So?ia1:ist or. revolutionary part y ? No ; because no such parties 
exi t; ~ocial Democrrcy i. a united, centralised pan-German 
party,,hke th~ German Empi1~e, which is cent~·alised for military 
and d1plomat:w purposes. ~ill no:w, not a smgle Social Demo­
crat or foreig~n friend ~nd admll'er hn.s l'aised the question 
wh ther a soc:n1 revolut~on may be accomplished in Germany 
by a party wh1 chha no I'lghts or political sio·nificance in each of 
th self-.g?ver~ing State . If charity begin° at home liberty 
and political righta mu t be also conqu red at home and for 
every man. A slaYe at home who doe8 not r euel ao·ainst hi 
immediate oppressors cannot be a true fighter for a; abstract 
formula of ~n irn~erial r evolution, e pecialJ; wh n the deci "ion 
of an Imp nal Reichsta.g caunot be imposed upon t!:ie Govern-

rnent of the different German States. Even if the Social 
Democrats had a~ overwhelmning majority in the Reichstag, 
~hey would be obhged to accomplish an independent revolution 
m each State respe-ctively; but this cannot be done so lonO' as 
there ~re no national revolutionary parties. Taken as Prussfans,. 
Bavanans or Saxons the. Social Democrats are impotent. 

, The Government which presented German democracy wjth 
umversal suffra9~ for the Imperial Reichstag understood this 
perfectly well. Ihe Hohenzollern and the German statesmen 
headed by Bismarck, saw from the beginning of the creation of' 
Germany t~ at the feudal aristocracy in the different States, was 
far from bern&' satisfied with Prussia's supremacy, that a strong 
tendency existed towards "particularism." In order to 
guarantee the future unity of the Empire and to consolidate the 
Hohenzollern on. t~e ini~erial throne, they decided to unite 
den:i~cra.c.v. by ~·1vrng. umversal suffrage to people deprived of 
political rights m their own States. The expectation of these 
s:at.esmen was fully realised; democracy, under the name of 
So~ial Democracy, created a pan- German) centralised party, 
:vl11ch can boast of thre~ million votes, and yet has no influence 
:n any State. The sernce thus rendered by universal suffrage 
lS so v<'Lluecl by the Emperor and his Ministers that notwith­
stand~ng the Kais~r's hatred of Social Demo~racy, notwith­
sta.ndrng the except;wnal laws of Bismarck's time, the right of 
um versal suffrage has never been restricted. The Kaiser 
and hi~ .Ministers kne~ q:aite well that notwithstanding all the 
revolut10nary and Socialist phraseoloO'y of Liebknecht Bebel 
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an ~ 1e1r party were strengthening th e centrailised 1mity of the 
?Jmyu~, and that they, as revolutionists, remained practically 
:ns~gmfi?ant so lo.ng as they were kept in political submission 
m Prnssia, Bavana and other States where the people do not 
possess any of the Democratic rights in the modern sense. 

The most ridiculous thing is that the representatives of 
~mch a party appeared at the International Socialist ConO'ress 
in ~he role of teacher~ of political liberty and democra;y to 
Swiss, French and U mted States Republican citizens. ' 

LIBERTY. 

What do they know of Liberty . 
Who rise in wrath and then agree 
'l'o settle down under the rule 
Of a foolish crowd in place of one fool ? 

And what do they know, although they rise, 
And make the foolish crowd grow wise ? 
If all were wise exceptino- one 
'Ih . 1 0 ' e1r aw would break the poor man down. 

And what of Liberty could he know, 
Or they who treated the one man so? 
And if any man say "'rhere is no fool" 
Himself is exception to his rule. ' 

The fool who sits in the justice-seat 
Oppresse the wise man at his feet. 
The wise man sitting in the fool'R place 
Makes the fool laugh at wisdom's disgrace. 

If you bow down to a fool-made law, 
You are worshipping a blind jackdaw ; . 
If you make a law of the words of a sage, 
You are putting the bird in an iron cage. 

Find a man who's just like me, 
And I'll live under the ame law as he. 
But if he says one where I say two 
It is evident that the law wont do. 

When these things are understood 
We shall do the thing no man could ; 
Religion will be the thought of each, 
And Art not at a11 what a1ti ts teach, 
And Science e' erything worth knowino-, 
And this is the may the world is going~ 

K.W. 
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NOTES .. 
Socu;r. PROBLEMS AND LIBERALISM. 

Have we in England anything to hope from the probable return of 
.a Liberal Government to power next year? In a way we ou6ht to 
have something to hope for from a party whose professed watchword 
is freedom. But no one who impartially regards the Liberal party, 
little as it is governed by any ideas, can doubt that it has fallen under 
'the domination of one that is fatal : it has started on a course of action 
that can only lead, if it leads anywhere, to State Socialism. They will 
have everything for the people: nothing by the people-in Napoleon's 
expressive phrase. Yet there is a section of the part.y- ·n. verv 
unpopular section, it is true-the home of lost causes, despised and 
;reviled, booted at as pro-Boers, laughed at~as constant Horne Rulers: 
unpractical people ·who talk ideals at election times: a section from 
whom we have something to hope. Not much, 'perhaps; a faint 
beginning of sympathy and understanding, unavoidably hampered by 
their position and tradition : yet it is a leaven that must ultimately 
have its effect upon the lump. Its action will be tardy, but not 
wholly negligable. 

Unfortunately, these are just the people who will not be 
strengthened, but rather weakened by the retUl'n of their party to 
power. Ideals, even liberal ones, may flourish in opposition : but 
office is a deadly blight. The essential differen.ce between a Liberal 
and a Conservative is so dwindled away, that once in office there is 
nothing to be looked for from either of them. In fact, no party quct 
party can do anything for us. Iso-lated members of one of the great 
'political creeds may assist, without knowing it almost ; but in as far 
as they do so they must be rebels. The policeman-liberty the Liberal 
party can give is worth nothing; they:do not even begin to understand 
that what we want is something quite different 

M.A. A. 

J rnao par excellence.' · 
·matchford's latest outburst of Jingoism gives him a first­

class qualification for the editorship of the Daily !Jfnil. He is 
certainly , quite out of place on the Clarion. He talks of 
Socialism, which means, if it means anything at all, at least 
international brotherhood. Yet it is to him and the likes of 
him tbat we owe Chinese slavery in the Transvaal. H e now 
upholds our raid on Thibet, which, besides being as jnfamous 
as the Jan;ieson raid, is a thousand times more cowardly. Not 
one word of pity has he for those brave, unhappy shepherds 
who fought our ,machine guns with sticks and stones-fouo-ht 
the hireljngs ·of the English capitalists, remember, who ~re 
backed up by a so-called Sociahst. But why waste time on 
him? The old saying is as true as ever " Once a soldier, 
al.ways a soldier'-'; and we may add, Once a Jingo, al wa3 s a 
.Jrngo. 

AN OLD QUERY. 

.".A Far;n Labourer," writing us on the old subject of 
pohblca~ action, asks: "Can those readers steeped in historical 
lore point out any reforms of recent times by which the 
humblest labourers have benefited, and which have been 
.acquired by talk, print or force, outside such assemblies" as 
.Parliament and Borough Council ? 

Although we are revolutionists and n,ot reformer , we think 
·we can answer our friend's question in the affirmative, if we 
:agree as to what constitutes "reform." Take the Early 
Closing movemenl. That has had a fair succes , and has been 
a good thing for numbers of shop assistants. How as it been 
,gained? Our friend will say by .A.et of Parliament. Not at 
.all. Everyone knows the Act is a failure. But wherever the 

r eform i an accompli'5hed fact it i owing to th agitation, 
the hard work, he keen watchfulness of those who do yeoman 
service out ide of politics. Wa the docker's "tanner" 
obtain d in Parliament? .i. o. Was ever encroachment on 
common land re isted, or a footpath or open space preserved 
for the people by Parliament? No. But t.hese things have 
been ·done, and are b eing done, b3 voluntary efforts outside. 
These are small thing , of course, and do not touch root causes 
of evils .: but that is the way with reforms. 

There are other and larger movements we could refor to, 
such as co-operation and trade unionism, but these we must 
refer to on another occasion. 

S c rnN E CALLED " CHRIS'l'IAN." 

A generation that has allowed :itself to be duped by Balfours 
and Chamberlains is sure to have in its midst a large propor­
tion of sickly-minded and feebly developed individuals who 
become easy victims to the cranks and imposters-mere "flies" 
caught in the webs of these crafty spiders. Spiritualism, 
theosophy , cbristian science, aud the rest of the arrant nonsense 
in I alged in under other names, are all titles employed to dis­
guise the one common design of exploiting the superstitious 
proclivities of the masses. Dr. Draper has well shown in his 
fine work, "The Conflict between Rebgion and Science," how 
christianity, for ages, combatted science in the usual christian 
way, with torture, with burning, with the block. So it made 
war on progress. Now those methods are lost to it, and new 
tactics being required, it endeavours to subvent the materialis­
tic basis of science with telepathy, table-rappings, and faith 
cures. This mixture of clo·wning and craftiuess would find few 
victims if little children were taught the elAmentary facts of 
the physical sciences in a simple way that their young minds 
could easi1y assimilate. If this were done, as it could and should 
be done, then at last there would. be an end of ghosts and 
devils and all the hideous spectres conjured up by religious and 
spirituitlist lunatics to torture the minds of little children-and 
some grown up on es too. 

NEW. EDITION OF SWINBURNE. 

After nearly a generation' a collected edition of Swinburne's poems is 
at last appearing; and an opportunity is thus afforded of judging, as a 
whole, work of incontestably the greatest living English poet. Swin­
q'urne's final place in English literature may be doubtful : controversy 
will always rage round his poetry, great with that peculiar quality 
which repels some temperaments as strongly as it attracts others. And 
yet in days when the crude doctrines of force and inhumanity find 
blatant expression in doggerel hardly to be dignified by the name of 
verse, we must turn with a profound sense of relief to a poet who has 
given splendid voice to ideas that are always individual and sincere, 
of~fln high· and universal. One can indeed say that too much of 
Swinburne's unequalled power of melody has run to mere extravagance; 
there are times when, re-reading the" Poems and Ballads"-the first of 
the volumes of the collected edition-one cannot help feeling that the 
metal is hardly of a.ri intrinsic :fineness worthy of the matchless mould­
ing of its stamp: the expression has overpassed the theme. The 
ch~ngeless and unbroken perfection of the form lulls the intellect to 
sleep ; one is carried dreaming, by the golden tide of sound, on the 
waves of a rhythm of irresistible swiftness and beauty whither one knows 
not, and hardly cares. Waking when the charm has ceased, one grieves 
that a master of such superb melody should not rouse the soul to some­
thing high ; one cries for something greater than the acrid sweetness 
of pleasure, and the sick longing for death that follows on its cloying 
taste. 

When we pass to the second volume we find what we sought. In 
the "Songs befo1·e Sunrise" Swinburne has found an inspiration: the 
"thing became a trumpet, whence he blew soul-animating strains"; here 
is the clarion call that awakens from languor and rouses to high 
ambition and noble endurance. We are in "the stir of those forces 
whence i sued the world": the resistless, soaring impetus of the revo­
lutionary idea was never so magnificently before us. 

Even now to read the "Prelude," the " Eve of Revolution," or the 
"Pilgrims," is to feel more than the ardour of those past days : it is to 
feel hope fo1· the future, a new belief in one's ideals, a new enthusiasm 
for the cause, a new love for that mistress, ageless and deathless, 
whom "we know more fair than anything." The austere ideal beauty 
of the revolutionary idea is glorified by the thunder of the verse :-

" Hatb she on earth no place of habitation ? 
Age to age calling, nation answering nation, 
Cries out 'Where is she?' and there is none to say. 
For' if . he be not in the spirit of man, 
If in the human heart she find no place, 
In vain we cry unto her seeking her face." 

It is :1. voice to hame us when we despair, to rouse us from our 
languor, 1-0 in pire and thrill. 

" Enough is this of light for one life's span 
That all mankind are mortal, but not man." M. A.. A. 
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THE ESSENCE OF ANARCHISM. 

The essential characteristics of Anarchism, i.e., those peculiarities 
which differentiate it from all other social theories or philosophies, will 
form the subject of this article: it is not, therefore, a compendious defi­
nition of Anarchism which will here be attempted. Such definitions­
terse, comprehensive and clear-are already before the world, and can be 
condensed into the one word-Liberty. 

A clear definition, and one easily grasped, is necessary for the in­
culcating of any idea and for the grouping of persons in its defence and 
for its diffusion; it is necessary to have such a definition at hand as a 
touchstone and rule whereby to judge the idea , measures and methods 
presented to us; and it is by comparison with such an accepted defini­
tion of our principles that we may most readily decide as to how far a 
particular act or mode of action is in accordance with our ideal, and 
how far we can, without any sacrifice of consistency, co-operate with 
other persons or parties. Socialism has suffered a great contraction of 
its aims, a great adulteration of its principles, and a gl'eat diminution 
of its once revolutionary vigour, precisely through neglecting to insist 
upon and reiterate a complet~ definition of what is mei-in t by Soci~tlism, 
and what is expected to be grasped and accepted by those to whom the 
title of Socialist is extended. This neglect has been the consequence 
of a too great desire to increase the number of nominal adhe1·ents, and 
-0f giving way to the temptation to gain recruits by lowering the 
standard of ideas presented for their acceptance, thus winning nume­
rical adhesion to '' Socialism" the name, at the expense of Sociafo;m the 
thing. Hence, in some countries, a large proportion of the Socialist 
party is made up of men who have no real title to be regarded as any­
thing more than reformers, Radicals, Republicans, or sometimes . even 
mere faddists. 

Still, definitions, though absolutely necessary for the coherence of a 
party and for ptotecting its principles from dilution or evaporation, are 
not sufficient for propagandist purposes, people being as a i·ule too 
lazy to take up a compendious statement, and, after applying it to the 

·multifarious concerns of life, deduce therefrom a logical j udgmeut as 
to its validity as a rule of conduct and as a statement of tl'uth. Such 

_persons can more readily learn the superiority of liberta'l'ian methods 
by a comparison of Anairchist Communism with other schools of 
.Socialism, an d certainly the differences are of a very far-1'0aching and 
practical nature. 

One distinctive peculiarity of Anarchist Communism is -that it has 
·no temptation to offer the man who seeks "to ri:&e in the world " ; it 
has no billets in its gift; for all men alike it has but one inducement­
freedom, but one position-that of workers for its sublime and 
-entrancing object, the Social Revolution, with its transformed wodd 
and its transfigured humanity. This inability of Anarchism to satisfy 
'the vulgar ambitions which usually incite men of intelligence and 
-energy to take an active part in other movements-ecclesiastica,l~ poli­
tical and social-naturally limits the numl;>er who come forward to face 
·Obliquay and enmity in its defence, but it at the same time marks their 
·disinterestedness and honesty, personal qualities which are no mean 
·testimony in favour of any cause, and which command the respect at 
lea~t even of opponents. 

If, however, Anarchism has no bribe to offer in the way of superior 
power or position, and so proves insipid to the taste of . the arrogant 

.. and masterful, it enjoys the enormous compensation of infiicting no 
humiliation on its most modest and least self-assertive partisans, who 
are ·now in the day ~f conflict, as they will be in the free society of the 

future, comrades owning no master, but performing their labour of 
love in their "own fashion and as they feel their cil;'cu_mstances and 
.abilities permit, or thel.r enthusiasm impel. There is no party cfo;cipline 
··to which the Anarchist must submit, it suffices for him to accept the 
principles of the party-individual freedom of action, the regulation by 
-each of his own life and personal development, association with his 
·fellows in accordance wish his own tastes, sympathies and affinities, 
.and recognition of the Communistic declaration that the wealth of the 
world belongs by right to the people of the world-each in.dividual 
possessing the right to share in its use accol'ding to his needs and apti­
tudes. Party discipline is doubtless a very useful educational means 

·in the hands of those who seek to build up the Social Democratic 
-.-State, preparing the minds of their adherents for that ready submission 
to authority which is essential to their scheme, and which must become 
.habitual to those who are expected to work with regularity and ex:acti­
·tude as component parts of a vast over-ruling social mecha9ism. Anar-
chism has ·- no use for such discipline, which would indeed be fatal to its 
purpose of forming the independent and self-reliant characte1·s which 
will befit free men in the future free society. 

It has been truly remarked that a man does not favour government 
or coercive authority in order that he may himself be compelled to do 
that which is repugnant to him, or be r~strained from acting as he 
desires; consequeutly he must be a supporter of government in or·der 
·that others may be coerced or restrained, presumably either to do what 
he thinks they ought to do, or to abstain from doing what does not suit 
his fancy. Putting all regard for liberty out of sight for the moment, 
what a ridiculous conception of elementary justice is here revealed! 
Yet such is the meddlesome and intolerant spirit which we continually 
encounter, and which is the result of countless succLssive generations 

··of legal interference with individual conduct, that we cannot but 
recognise the ' existence of a perverted sentiment which leads masses of 

:men to entrust others with powers which are sure, sooner or later, to 

be used ag~inst themselves, rather than forego the sati faction of seeing 
others wonied and hampered because they differ in their choice of a 
line of conduct, or because they cannot see eye to eye with their 
intolerant critic!:!. 

Anarchism grates upon the feelings of these busybodieP, who must 
be expected to continue to oppose its advocacy of equal liberty; while 
those persons,;on the other hand, who love libe1·ty well enough to extend 
it to others, and who wisely see their own libe1·ty guaranteed by that 
extension, may be tl'Usted to become fervid adherents to Anarchism so 
soqn as it shall have been fully comprehended by them. Let us 
remember that we have to help them to gain this comprehen ·iJn, and 
let us devote our energies to spreading the light. 

From a practical point of view, the methods of Anarchism contrast 
most favoura.bly with the programme of Pa.diameoti:l.ry Socialism. The 
latter proposes to gain power by winning over the voting majority to 
its side, and by so doing gives itself the task of pu::>hing a weight up­
hill only to see it i·oll back at the critical moment, for it is a well­
known fact that there is a tendency on the par·t of a large section of 
the population to transfer its ~uppo1·t from the party which it has 
helped into power and to give it to the other side. 1'bis is why the 
French cFLll the electoral struggle "the game of see-saw"; the fickle 
crowd, which is serious in nothing, and has no settled con':'ictions 
about anything. ho1Js the balance of voting power in its hands, and, 
after seeing oue p<irty in power for a while, likes "to give," as the 
saying goes, "the other side a turn." But if these people a.re going to 
keep up a con tnnt ebb and flow in politics between Liberal and Con­
se1 vative, or. between old:fashioned Liberal ~ud mo1·e modern Radical, 
when is Socialism going to have a chance? 
, And supposing these people did by their votes give Socialism a 

majority, how long could they be depended upon to adhere to their 
opinion? The chrtnges which Socialism seeks to introduce ?.7 ould take 
s~me time to realise by legal enactments and administrative reforms, 
and the improve l conditions expected therefrom would naturally take 
still1 longer to bec.>me e::;tablished, whtle the implacable enemies of 
social emancipation would take advantage of this disturbed transition 
period to stir up discontent among the impatient and unthinking 
against the new venture. 

But all this presupposes the extremely improbable contingency of 
the dominant parties and classes ever allowing mattyrs to progress so 
far ; a coicp d 'etcct can al ways be invoked in time, and "saviours of 
society·" are always ready to come to the rescue of menaced privileges. 
Even if the reactional'y and conservative elements were to prove so 
incredibly supine as to allow Socialism to acquire a legal title to legis­
lative power, the question would l;>y no means be settled; for, to use 
the words ~of an accredited spokesman of the opponents of Socialism, 
Professor Flint. "The immediate effect of Parliament passing into law 
a collecti\'.iSt programme would not be the establishment of Collectivism, 
but the ,origination of social and civil war, out of which has always 
come, and must come, the repression of free Parliamentary government, 
and the substitution for it of military and absolutist government." I 
do not agree with the latter part of Professor Flint's conclusion ;· it is 
quite possible that a Collectivist majority might be successful in the 
civil war which the professor rightly, as I think, predicts; but if, after 
all the working and waiting for political yower, the Social Revolution 
still has to be effected by force, why not, m the name of common sense, 
prepare for the eventuality instead of directing all ?Ur attention to 
mere political agitation ? 

Anarchist, do not need to wait for the conversion of a majority in 
order to assert their claims, and although, of course, such preliminary 
conversion would enormously simplify their task, they cannot help 
feeling that it will be a cons~quence of success, not a necessary means 
thereto. · 

Whenever we have a sufficient force at 'Our disposal we shall assert 
our right to absolute freedom, the nnmerical proportion of the ::wtive 
minority required depending inversely upon the energy of the indivi­
duals composing it, and also upon the favourable circumstances of the 
moment-such as governmental weakness, administrative incapacity, 
military disorganisation, or popular discontent. Numbers, on which 
alone an electoral contest depends, ar.e only one, and by no means the 
most important, factor in any other kind of strnggle; ten brave men 
can master twenty cowards, a man of conviction is worth a doze.n 
waverers, and a few men of intelligence can outwit the stupidity of 
many. We shall not ~tay to count heads before taking each forward 
step, but press onward to the glorious future which cries to us-Daring! 
Daring! More daring! 

HENRY GLASSE. 

vVe hear with deep regret the news that Comrade John Smith dieel. 
so long ago as October, 1903 . . He wa a mason by trade, a great 
natul'al ol'ator; hi white hair, sturdy figure, broad Doric, ready wit, 
sound common sense, strong character and sterling honesty, com­
manded the re pect of all who hea1·d him, and obtained for him the 
deep affection of his -fell ow workers in the cause. 

Those London Comrades who knew Annie Sinclair will be deeply 
grieved to hear of her untimely death at the age of twenty-two. Her 
loveable natul'e had endeared her to many friends, and the sadness of 
her end is embittered by the knowledge that had it not been for the 

. life conditions, fol'ced upon her by an inhuman social system, she 
migh& still be with us. 
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LITERARY NOTE. 

We al'e very plea ed to call the attention of re:lderR to the fourth 
large edition of Kropotkin' Fields, Fact01·ies cmcl Worl.:shoJJS, a.t the low 
price of 6d . nett. We tru t thi excellent li ttle work will continue to 
ell. Its educational value is l'eally important. 

Our comrades of L'JiJ1·e rfoir,velk are ol'g::i.nising a genern.l mani­
festation among 1> the workers of all nations calling for a ces ation of 
the horrible slaughter now taking pla ce in the Far East. For further 
particulars, write to J . 'fregou boff, 8, rue Toullier, P ari , Ve. 

Our thanks are due .to an anonymou friend who so kindly sent 
the photographs of the slum dwellings of Liverpool for our Span ish 
comrades. 

S. K. 

REPORTS. 

Leeds. 
Our Comrades are still carrying on un employed agitations. From September 

5th to the lOth we have had the Trade Union Congress in the Leeds Town Hall, 
when our speakers-Sollit and Pollock, assisted by Woolham (S. D. F.), and 
speakers of the Brotherhood lChristian Communists) voiced the grievance of the 
workers in the city square, having done so since t11 e month of June. On Sunda .• , 
previous to Congress meeting, a large demo1;stration marched to Woodhouse 
Moor (trade unionists) with ten bands of music, and banners flaunting in the 
breeze. 

Our spe.1kers and group, with some unemployed, formed up in rear-with 
banners inscrib ed , "Bread or Work," to the no small discomfort of some of 
the "respectable " trade unionists, who looked uneasy as their hearts swelled, 
no doubt, to the strains of brazen instruments. 

However, that did not matter. Arrivin g on the moor, we ran two meetin gs, 
costing nothing but energy, and had as big crowds as the unionists had at 
their tlnee platforms, which cost them perhaps £50 or £60. 

Sollit spoke in his usual vigorous style, pointing out the absmdity of all 
the blare and noise while their masters were piling up colossal fortunes that 
expense of those· who were making it, whilst, on the oth er hand, causing the 
most inveterate poverty, lack even of bread, absence of every hope, and an un­
employed always with us summer and winter ; aud a feeling of revolt stirred 
that big crowd when he said the very foundations of the social edifice were 
rotten, ancl probably would collapse, amid mire and bloocl. That a great act 
of Justice was needed to sweep the old bR<l world away in order that the new 
could be built. Pollock supplemented bravely by saying we Anarchists do not 
wait for majorities, if we did then indeed we might despair of the realisation of 
our desires. What we need is a sufficient and efficient minority, with energy and 
resolution, to sweep that rot ten edifice away, which Sollit truly had depicted. 
That all the great changes or the past have been the result of the action of 
r esolute minorities. That majorities come in afterwards to set the seal of then 
approval on the changes wrought by earnest men. People belonging to this 
catagory are always willing to acc.l;lpt any improvement of their lot provided 
always they do not hav e to work for it o but it is to men of a different t emper 
we appeal, and when a sufficient number of such men and women have been 
won over to our ideas we shall ·be ready to U SP. the opportunities which history 
shews us are never long in presenting themselves to those who desire them. 

So it will be seen the feeble few had a big field day, and did not com· 
promise our educational work-through the staTVfug unemployed who -\vere 
present coll ecting for themselves two shillings and sixpence per man to take 
to their starving wives and children at home. 

Dundee. 
The few Comrades here contemplate a vigoroas campaign during the wipter 

and hope soon to have accommodation for indoor meetings and discussion. We 
also have a project for forming n. labour union on Libertarian lines. The 
members, few '>O far, will be principally factory and calE:ndar workers. 

AL\AN MARLA\\' , 
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