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THE REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA.

It is now evident that Russia is going to live throngh a period of
Revolution, such as England lived through in 1645-1655, and
France in 1788 1793, Not merely a change in the form of govern-
ment, and not mevely a series of uprisings of the peasants and the
working men, but a combination of both at the same time, leading to a
complete change in the economical and political aspeets of the life of
the country.

Absolute rule has lived its time. On all sides it is felt that it ean
be maintained no longer, and the educated middle classes nlready
endeavour to build up their vule on the same principles as it has been
built up in this country and in France, But they are inenpable of
doing it themselves, and they are bound to appeal to the people and
thus to favour its uprisings. And, on the other gide, the mass of the
people—the peasants and the working men—seize this opportunity of
a weakened central Government for rising agninst secnlar oppression.
They see that now is theirv time to aceomplish substantial changes in
their economienl conditions avd they take advantage of it.  This is
what happened in Bngland in the seventeenth ceutury, even though
the English historians avoid speaking at any length of the great
popular insuirections against the feudal lords and the demolition of
theiv eastles, nud divert us only with stories about the religious
struggles and the strugeles in Parliament.  And this is also what
happened in France duving its Great Revolution, even though the
French historians, too, only mention with a blush  the peasant
uprisings which vea'ly nbolished fendnlism, and the uprisings of the
people of Pavis. which wrested the power from 1oyalty, and foreed the
timorons mud egotistic legislitors to issue a number of revolution:ry
laws,
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Russia is thn« entering npon o movement very similar to what is
known as the Great Revolution in Fravee, and which probably will
have the same effeet  After Eneland and Feance, it is now Russin's
turn to live throneh its Revolatiol.

For many yeirs the eondition of the peasants,
especinily in Central Rissin, had been vendered nutenable, the more o
as notwithstanding all the effhirts of the State to keep the peasants in
absolute ignorance aml submission, s new spivit of diseontent, and in
places of revolt, was st eadily growing amonyg them.  They see that the
land that has been taken from them by the landlonds les idle, and is
only n soutree of rack rvents for the landlosd, which simply ruin
the agricultuial population. = They have a vague ilea that this land is
theivs, aud thut i some way, which they do net eore 1o specify in
their minds, some duy it st reviert 10 them ;o aed s they feel that
something extraordinary is going o o the conntiy, where everyhody
is speaking of smme coming change, they begin alresdy to seize in many
places the opportanity for making #heir chvoige, that s, for faking the
land whichi is theiv’s in spite o the monopolists” I v, for refusing the
rack-rents, or for helping themselves from the forests which the law
recognises ns helonging to the Luallords, but which popular intelligence
has always considered as the property of ol
ments, this movement of the Rissian poasants is evidently not o pre-
concerted uprising. It bresks out here and thers today without
anyote beinz able to t Il where it will hreak ot to morrow ; bat this
very absence of plan and this very spontaneity are what renders it so
diftfienlt of being sippressed. awd so terifving for hoth the fandlonds
pud all sorts of middle elass deones Hiving apom the people’s sweat,
And this is also why the noblwmen el the mididle elasses, seaing that
the St Petershure hoveanerney s uoable to put o stop to these
uprisings, ask it tu smoeender to them the task of government, and talk
alvendy of arming their own militia,

N =heesssion

Liks a'l peasant move-

T _I]na meantime, it the peasant
it only covers one half, or even
oue-thivd, of the tereitory of Ruossin —tlus will already do for accom-
pli=hing the deepest changes in the whole of the cemiomical conditions.
In Feanee, it was Hmited on'y to the castern, smth amd norgh-eastern
portions of the conntey, ol this was sifficient 1o paralyse the eentral

movement tikes o wide extension—if

Goverament for four venrs during woaca all the \'t‘ﬁligrs of feudal
relations were ahbolished,
i!‘v‘ﬂf

Al inBientions at the poesent fime are to the effeet that sueh will

the s

Peasant insurrections hreak ont in various pro-
viteees 0f Chea tead sl Sonth western Russia, ol o some !l]:\t-.Ps r]my
t:li—:t‘ Hn (-_\:'I"'1:||u|_\' illFl'l‘i'ﬁ'-il]‘_: ehisret e '”l" l‘t-Vu“Hn] ]}l‘:lﬁnlltﬁ. NN
vile, do nut consider thems-elvos as law hreakers; they aet in aceord-
-

ance with a higher law of Jiistice, which nuy disagree with the written
law, but is the one that onght to exist.  When they cut the Inndlora’s.
woods or take hold of his g;‘uin stores, they dositin broad daylight with
a certain formalism and =elemnity. '

Ina province of the Western Cancasns, which contains a peasant
population of at least 150.000 persons, the Gurinn (f.e, West Georgian).
peasants have even started a most wondertul repubiic of their own, : It
must be said that these peasants, who ve npon o very intensive
culturve of their small land-holdings, have always heen remarkable for
their iutelleetual development and ther taste for edneation. In
every villaga, down to the smallest ham et peru]:ed on the slopis of
the hills, they have 2 school and a [library of their gwn. Now they
have sent away all the funetionarvies, whether Ruossian or Georgian, and
manage all their aflfairs themselves by mens of village conmittees.
Those functionaries who did nob ol ey at onee the injunceion for le: ving:
were most severely boreotted, and if repested injunctions for lenving
and warnings dil hob 'lep, they wire kitled. In slort, the Gurian
pensants have constituted within the Lt rveive months an uhﬁoiutt_fly'
suif—m!m::ging peasant Rapublic, against whieh the ssian anthorities
have hitherto proved qnite helpless, It is o Commninne, like the Ul:m-
mune of Paiis, but spreaud over o cen tain tereiteny. s se f-supporting:
—the prototype of that Commumne Territory  which sone of the-
Ameriean working men hope to stavt souwe diy inone o the Western
States, .

Against widely sprasd and  widely-se ttersd peasint uprisings the:
armies of o entral Government ae helpless, el it scems most prob-
able that thuse of Russia me going to spresd w idor amd wider as soon:
as the summer comos.  Tnois need ess to sy that in these up: Isings we-
lay the best hopes. 1t is ouly throngh upiis qes that the pasants may
lope to vealise any steps towards the inprovement of  their present
untennble misery. No Purliament woull bs capnble of accomplishing:
anything that .mig!lh substantially improve their conditions.  The-
educated midile elasses will uvever secompli-h an aet of economieal
suicide, and freely give the lanl to the peasants, any more than the-
Imperial Government will eonmmit an act of p litical snicide and itself
put an end toits omnipotenee.  On the contiary, all the schems of a
Constitubion that ave eirenl ted now, sve sueh as to seenre the pie-
pondernuce of the midile elasses in tae fature Padianent. Nay, some
Russinn Socta] Demoerats are already }arun-':hinl-,: that o fp must be pot.
to the popular wprisings ; no attempts must be e (b expropriti g
property rizhts must be vespreted, hevinse the time has nob yet comes
For Socinlist oxproprintion 3 Capitalism is not yet powertil ermigh ti
be expropriated.  Leb then only ehma to power—they will soon =en
all these exproprivors to the euillotine. [6is ths evideut thab
ouly by achieving the expropriation themselves, on the spot, in every
vogion il every village will the Russinn people get any serious changes
in their eemomieal conditions, —aud this is, we hope, what the working

clas=es an | the Pt :Lil'i_'.‘tll)' alise,

*

#
Phe muin eles ent For o Revolution is thus present, In the towns.
the working wen al eddy par 1o frust in thiie midlie-class or Social

Demoeratic Leal o< They try themselyves, throuzh divect action, to-
force from theic exploiters all possible concessions.  They certainly
wili net wait For o Parhinment to bee from it a niue howrs' or eight
howrs' day s they will act—some of them alreawdy do—us we advised
the Buclish workes to aet, when we snggested that on the Second of
Miy thev onulit to simypdy leave work at four o'elock, anld take their
five l)‘l.tlul"( Lot b b,

Aud findly, it st be said that the educibed mididle elnsses, =1
over Rnssin testify of their dis-atisfaction with the absolute rule with:
a unanimity of which noboidv, even among themselves, thonght them
capab'e.  Wihen thay saw that the ol spivit which had inspired the
Bxeentive Commirtes in 1378 1881 was aguin alive, and that no-
ohstacles, no vietims, woulil stop the revolutionists in the war they bzl
declired agiinst  the suppnters of autocraey—those middle class
well-to-do Libera's, wlose sul missiveness had known no limits for
the past forty years begi to lift up their bent down heads.
When Plehve was killed, althongh he was guarded with u_.l the pre-
cantions which human foresight eould invent, and the Court party
could fimd nobudy to continue his poliey of uppre-‘x'-iion. and _I;hliﬁ ma les
the experiment of the opposite system of far-going pt'om'sEﬂl.'—the:h
even these middle-cluss intellectuals began to show soms slans of
“ pradent temerity.” They would even go so far as t» openly show
some signs of sympathy with their sons and daughter- w 10 went to
people the prisons of Siberin and Sakhalin ; they woull even dire to
bite their thumbs at autoeracy.

(Continusd on page 15),
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NOTES.

Tae WORKER AND THE LaAw.

Another note of despair at the failure of the law to ““act” when
it concerns the interest of the worker has recently been sounded. This
time it is the "poor women * lace-clippers” of Nottingham. These
unfortunate victims of capitalist greed, it seewms, besides suffering
all the ills that exploitation brings, must needs submit to the injustice
of hiaving to pay out of miserable enrnings for any slight damage done
to the lace in their handling of it. As the women work abt home, and
for various fivms, they do not come “within the Aect.” The noble
Judges of the King's Bench dismissed the ease “ with some reluctance.”
We ceitainly should be glad to dismiss the noble Judges and all their
tribe without any rveluctance whatever. For after all (and we commend
this poiat to the notice of our Socialist friends with the legal bias) what
matters it whether we ave within or without the Aect? The

all-important fact remiing that swe are in the pale of the capitalist
~ system, nud while that is so we may expect what we get. There is no
permatient hope for labonr—whether of men, women, or children—till
the capitalist is shown the door and the workers work for themselves.
After that ull the laws ean go to the devil—and the Judges with them,

MuyrpEr BY Moror-Can.

The infamous condnet of the driver and occupants of the Harms
worth motor-ear in killing n little boy and driving on with cold-blooded
indifference reminds us of the doings of the French aristocrats before
the Great Revolution, We wish we could see as speedy a rvetribution
overtaking these seoundrels as befel the French avistoerats. For the
public, if it has any sense, will surely hold the Harmsworths respon-
sible, as it is they who have agitated more than any others for the
right of the motorists to go as they please, regardless of public safety.
This gang of adventurers who began taeir caveers by debauching
the public conscience with a lying and hypoeritical press, end by viding
us down like dogs. - And be it noted that these same carvion who ery
for an anti-aliens Bill were having their car driven by a foreign
chauflin, upon whom they will try to fix all vesponsibility. It 'is too
sickening for words. TIf the British public will stand the Harmsworths,
they will staud anything.

Uxspenr tne HEeeL oF tHE Ponice.

We wonder if any reasonable person, whose mind had not been
perverted by a false education and a false conception of social life,
would regard it as a stupid and dangerous thing to treat with human
sympathy and kindness such of our fellow mortals who for good or bad
veasons had committed some offence ngainst our social customs and
usages ¢ It seems possible that sueh a person might infer that the
advantages of kind treatment would be overwhelming in comparison
with present-day methods of treating what are ignominiously called
“ticket-of-leave men.” TF Oscar Otten’s story is true—and we take
his word before that of the police—then for sheer low-minded, brutal
vindictiveness the methods of the law would takea Tot of beating.
Otten Lad secured employment, but as anyone can imagine it would
only be by avoiding police supervision that he eould hope to vetain it.
The official wind vever tolerates any attempt to subvett its aushority,
and the hounds were soon on the track, with the vesult that Otien was
dismissed, Of course., the official account whitewashed the official
character, to save themselves—and the system. But we kuow what
we kuow, and this system of espionage is a curse to all concerned, and
only # socicty in the lust stages of deeay could resoit to such methods
of * protecting " itself. Where is the society for the protection, not of
animals, but of the mere human victims of the law and its injustice ¢

THRIFT AND SPENDTHRIFTS.

_ We are glud to see the Daily News pricking that absurd bubble
“thrift,” which © economists " used to blow as a pnacea for poverty.
Tv poiuts out (“Life and Labonr,” April 20th) that the average

earnings of manual workers in 1404 could not have been more than about

£48, "But ns the average man does not exist, it is ohvious that many

must ?I{“'..rl'.““'g below this seale.  Tiddeed, Rowntres lLis proved that

- the majority of wage-slaves nowadays.

one-sixth of our population is below the primary poverty line, and one-
third either below it or barely above it.  To talk of thrift even to the
comparatively well-off worker is, we Lope, too obvious a red-herring for
If our natiopal annual
income reaches £1,750,000,000, as it probably does, one can imagine
how the parasites are able to do the spending while the workers
practise the thrift. To put the case in its true colours, one can
imagine how the useful masses must toil and hunger and pinch to
enable the useless classes to revel in the luxuries and the power their
stolen wealth allows them, Who talks of * palliating * such a system

A NATIONAL RAILWAY STRIKE.

After withdrawing one Bill before the * legal strike” of the railway
men, the Italian Government has passed an equally futile onein the
midst of a general railway strike, which so impressed the strike com-
mittee that they at once ordered the men back to work.

The strike was declared on Monday, the 17th of April. On thab
day the goods traffic was suspended entirely, the military were pub in
charge of the railways, and passenger traffic was disorganised. On the
second day an occasional train made its way between the prmc_lpa"i
centres ; on the third, a minimum service was organised, and  official
reports were wired round the country that the strike had failed. Naval
stokers and engineers manned the few trains and the military guards
and escorts were doubled. On the fourth, it was generally known that
all over the country the strike was doing well, and that in many towns
there was a serious lack of fresh provisions. But on that day the
Glovernment passed a Bill, in spite of the long speeches of the Socialist
Deputies, and the strike ended. ;

It has not been published that the strike committee were hypnotised
by the Socialist Parliamentary group, but on the last day the
former received a letter from the latter in which they were “seriously
exhorted to consider the gravity of the actual sitnation,” On wluch_ the
Deputies were requested to treat with the Minister. They obtained
nothing but the vaguest promises and retwrned to the committee for a
long consultation, the result of which was the ending of a strike which
had been growing in solidarity at the daily rate of 160, 250, 330,
according to the roll-call of stokers and engineers in a representative
distriet,

Whatever the conscions object of the Deputies in this action, the
result will be to re-ingratiate them with the ¢ piceolo borghese” who
would sell anybody’s soul so that trade might not be interrupted while
the foreigner is still in the land. In any case it is evident that had
the strike committee been left to their work the Government would
have been obliged in one, two, or three days to do something more
than promise. Fuither, at a word from the strikers there weve three
of the largest cities fully capable and willing to initiate a General
Strike, and it- was only by the most careful wording of manifestoes that
the committee was able to retain the sympathy of the proletariat while
ab the same time refusing their help. Even so there were one or two
sympathy strikes of small importance.

The passing of the railways under State administration, and the
failure of these days to materialise the aspivations, themselves reduced
and limited by the leaders, of a lawyer-led proletariat offer but one
consolation, the intensification of Anarchist propaganda in _{‘.his State-
ridden country. K. 'W.

IN ALEXIS RAVELIN.

(Lrom the Russian of . Polivanov.)

[The author of this poem was a revolutionist who tried to rescue some of
liis friends from prison. He was caught, and was confined for twenty years in
the fortress of Schlusselbourg. At the end of lis term he was released with
shattered nerves, and soon after committed suicide.

Always the same dim, cheerless, dusty vaults,
The same bars daurkening all the window-space !

Long ranks of years, that seem like evil dreams
In broken sleep, stretch out before my face.

If but oue distant sound could here be heard
OF life, broad, free, and seething like the main,
It would have stirred me with its mighty strength,
And eased the burden of this torturing pain.

No ! all around me reigns a deathly hush,
Heart-crushing, grave-like ; in it nothing stirs
Save now and then the buzzing of a fly,
Ov in the corridor the clash of spurs.

Biight burden of emotions and of strife,
Thmne of impassioned hope and fancy high,
Of fuith in glad days for posterity—
Where ave you now ¢? Vanished, as dreams go by !
A mist has settled over all the past,
Enwrapping it for ever in its shroud ;
And it has thickened to a funeral robe,
And hangs ubove me like a boding cloud,

This lenden cloud depresses heavily ;
It chills the brain with long confinement worn,
And pierces deep my soul with poison hot
OF black and heavy thoughts, in prison born.
—From the Boezton Evening Transcript, ALLE S1oNE BLACKWELL,

-
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(Concluded from page 13 ).

Then came the working men’s movement of the 22nd of January,
and the bloody massacre. A movement that had grown out of the
depths of the working men’s conscience, absolutely free of any
leadership on behalf of the intellectuals. “ We don't ‘want your
help,” the working men said to the few intellectuals, including the
Social Democrats, who came to the preliminary meeting which preceded
the demonstration. * Words, words is all we hear from you!” And
they organised it all themselves, 80,000 of them taking the oath of
coming out on that Sunday, although they foresaw well that they
would be shot at. It was entirely fheir movement, and continues to
rvemain their's. And this is why it will lead them to revolutionary
measures,

Upon the “prudent” middle-class discontents this Labour movement
had the most stirring effect. Their usual excuse for their prudent ser-
viliby had always been that they could do nothing because the people
would not support them. Now, that they saw the people ready to come
out and to brave even the Tsar's army, they dared, at least, to speak out
what they had been whispering into each other's ears. All over Russia
now lawyers, doctors, engineers, musicians, professors, and teachers come
together and openly express their disgust with absolutism, and openly
claim a Constitution.

The old spell is broken! No force in the world will be able
now to bring things back to what they were six months ago.
The dam has been pierced by the bomb which killed Plehve, and
by the working men who brought their lives as an holocaust to the
coming Revolution.

No force can stop the Revolution now. It must, it will, run its
natural course, and we shall feel its effects down to the shores of these
Isles,

LABOUR DAY.

If the workers, and especially the English workers, who will be
celebrating the First of May this year could thoroughly grasp the deep
and vital import of what is happening acround them at the present
moment, the tone of their meetings would have a revolutionary
character that would revitalise the ILabour movement, wring conces-
sions from the dominant class that decades of political action would
never obtain, and clear the path for the ultimate conquest of that
social life after which we are all thirsting.

What should be preached to-day above all things is the gospel of
revolt, The stagnation that has overtaken the Radicals, the Trade
Unionists, and the Democrats is due as much to the lack of this spirit
as to the sterile political propaganda adopted by the Social Democrats,
with its inevitable consequences of apathy and disgust on the part of
the workers. In spite of Mr. Hyndman's sneers at the Liberals and
Progressives, it is to his own and his followers’' desertion of the
revolutionary propaganda that a lack of spirvited resistance to the
reaction has been largely due,

To-day, however, things are somewhat changed. Fiist and fore-
most the Revolution in Russia has, so to speak, electrified the air.
The social nerves are in a sense higher sfrung as a consequence of
what has happened there, and for the moment one is not regurded as a
dreadful Anarchist because of one's open approval of the Revolution.
Then there is the Italian movement, with its deeply interesting possi-
bilities, in which can be seen in clear outline the working of the two
forces that will soon have to come to a final issue. But even so far as
matters have gone, the direct method of the General Strike leaves no
doubt as to which means will eventually succeed in conquering the
enemies of the workers.

So that we stand now at the beginning of a period when the feeling
of revolt beging to animate the minds of the working classes. The
long-hoped-for desire to throw off the chains, to be done with one’s
slavery once for all, is slowly but suvely taking possession of the minds
of that intelligent minority of the workers who form the vanguard of
the Labour movement, And the move this section studies events now
in progress, and ignores, the plausible platitudes of their timid and
narrow-minded leaders the more will they become convinced that the
ballot-box is a delusion and a snare—a mere toy to please the babies—
and that to revolt, to strike, really wins ground upon which we can
battle for still further victories,

The nsual ery will go up that to advocate such methods is to favour
bloodshed in preference to peaceful means. But a lie like this would
never have to be refuted if the people kunew history. The so-called
¢ peaceful people” when they have been sincere have encouraged

bloodshed by their very attitude rather than prevented it; whilst

those who repeat the parrot-cry of * coustitutionnl menns” are always
those who are prepared to shed unlimited guantities of blood to pre-
serve their own privileges. It may be a sad reflection to know that
human progress hus so often cost the lives of the best and bravest of
mankind, but it is batter to face the truth and strike in a good cause
than to vot in slavery. ;

Iu tnis sense, and feeling the imminent perils and possibilities of
the near future, it could have been wished that it least i clear call for
the General Strike should have been proclaimed for the First of May,
1905. ‘The time is ripe, and if at this moment the English workers
could have enthusiasticully demonstrated their solidarvity with the

revolutionary spirit which is beginning to breathe forth on the Con-
tinent it would have come as a moral wave in the present struggle and
would have lifted our own movements out of the Slough of Despond
into which it seems so hopelessly fullen. Instead of this what shall
we hear on the First of May from the democratic leaders of the
people ?

The same whining over the way in which Balfour and Chamberlain
are playing the political game at the cost of the nation; attacks on
Long for his shameful dealings with the Unemployed Bill ; discontent
with the Trades Dispute Bill, and so on. And at the end of it all the
worthy speaker will khave one word of hope for the worker—that all
this shall be altered when he or his party get returned to take their
seats amongst the corrupt gang of lawyers, brewers, and company
promoters who will do their best to contaminate the lives of the
¢ Labour leaders” with the rottenness which vitiates a Parliamentary
career.,

And the economic struggle with its clear and direct bearing on the
whole of the Labour problem,and the attainment of true Socialism, will
hardly be mentioned. The overwhelming importance of the Labour
wars on the Continent and in America will not be brought home by
the “leaders.,” The moral victory of the strikers at Limoges, which is
of the first importance, will have only a passing reference. In a word,
the immense power and possibilities of the strike will be dis-
counted in favour of the old worn-out political formulas which they
hope will lift them into power.

But if the Social Democrats succeed this time in avoiding the real
issues ab stake, we believe it will be for the last time. Before another
year shall have passed they will be compelled by the force of events to
reconsider their position, and by 1906 even in England the idea of
the General Strike will have come to stay.

INTERNATIONAL NOTES,

France.

Much of the china used throughout the world comes from Limoges, a
large city in the centre of France, and the scene of the recent street fighting
between strikers and soldiery, Labour and the capitalist’s mailed fist. For
some two months there had heen much suppressed excitement and discon-
tent among the eity’s workers due to friction in various trades, and the
determined effort; notably among the dressers of rabbit skius; to have their
wages increased. The latter is a tervible occupation, the men hving in an
atmosphere of mercury and acids that quickly ruins their health. They
gained a minimum wage of half-a-crown a day. In all the various stiikes
men and women stood shoulder to shoulder, and liberal grauts came from
the unions. Then the workers in one of the many porcelaiu factories cone
out owing te a dispute with the manager regarding the dismissil of a
foreman, and a general lock-out followed. The hot bloud of the “Muli?”
then flamed. Streen demonstrations were quickly orgunised and as quickly
opposed by the pulice, whose brutality so incensed the crowd that, deter-
mined on reprisals, they attempted to seize a powder magazine, Foiled by
its military guard, they more successfully raided a gunsmith’s shop, capturing
a houdred mifies and ammunition. That night passed, bot on Aoril 1650
they attemptred to rescue various comeades who had been arrested and were
lying in prison, but again were faced by tr'urzfﬂ, They then, full, like all
Freuchmen, of the fighting instinet, tore down vailings aml ereeted
barricades,  They had Few rifles but many stones, and with these pelied the
cavalry who were bidden to charge and break down the barricades,
Twisted wire lirought down many of the horses aml their riders, when
carnage followed. As usual, the officers deny all responsibility for the
bloodshed, They had to'il theic men 10 use the flat of their sabres ouly,
to fire in the air, and so forth. Result of fiving in the air—two workers
killed aud au unkuown number wounded by ball,  Bur the victors d . not
win easily. Ten thousaud voices sang the “‘Internationale” in the dark
beliind the Lariicades., “Think of the 10,000 soldiers in Limoges,” implored
a weeping mayor when, refusing to open the prison gates to them, lie saw
they were bt on coufliet, They did think of them, and every thought
became o well-ainied stone, The soldier who fires at an uoarmed bLrothep
deserves no pity. He got none in Limoges. Every cliarge wias met sgain
and again bravely by the strikers, DBefore thelast of the barvicades fell
the infanfry had advaneed, and it cequired two volleys to still the workers
Debind it What a splendid resistance to armed anthority was made is shown
by the fact of oue squadron of eavalry alone having five officers and forty-
four men injured, How terrified even a Republican Government becumes
when nnarmed workmen dare to assert themselves is demoustrated by the
reply of the Premier to the Socialist members, that it is not surprising for
a soldier to fire when stones are flung ; while a motion for an inguiry as
to the respousibility for the loss of life was defeated by a large majoriry,
If a worker won’s be governed, down with him anyhow,

At Brest, the sirikes are mostly over, many of the demands of the men
beiug conceded. A ten-hour day is now geuerally recoguised, aud a winimum
wage of from three to four franes. The authorities are still on the alert, and
the tiials of the strikers arrested during the past six months arve not yet
over; but the woirkers hLave felt their power, the unions become daily
stronger, and there is a rapid growth of solidarity among all of them.
Every uuion throughout France is determined to win an eight-loar day,
and interesting scenes may be cxpected in a year's time if, as uow arranged,
every working man in the country throws down his tools ufter eight
hours’ labour from May Day, 1906. * Geueral Sirvikes” are to follow if the
capitalists take aggressive action, aud the hou-ewives are to see to it thas
each liouse is provisioned for two months beforehand. Passive resisiavce of
this sort conpled with the stoppage of commerce and trade will, it is thought,
force the concession from unwilling masters,

Lu Ruwe, Jules Valle's paper of forty years ago, has been revived as
an illustrated “ oceasional.” It ended with the French Commune ail
beging its new life with the Russian Revolation, devoting eVery page o
this topie, with articles by Nieuweunhuis, Malato, and oihers. Editerial
office, 45, Rue de Saintonge, Paris.
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Here, as in England and elsewhere, the Law stands determinedly
between the worker and freedom, let alone justice. The U.8. Supreme
Court has decided once for all that every law passed by the States t» limit
the hours of labour is unconstitutional ; therefore that all such may be
repealed on demaud by the capitalists. New York State had passed a law
making ten hours the legal limit for bakers, and the master bakers appealed
to the Supreme Court, which now issues its Draconian edict. At least a
hundred laws passed for easing the wage-sarner of his burden of long
hours have been crossed out by the stroke of a lawyer's pen. It is obvious
that there will be at once an iucrease of the working day in all trades, and
that the law will no longer stand between employer and employed. How
oft-n have Anarchist speakers and journals pointed out to the proletarian
that their wrongs will never be re(fressed by those in power, that the law
is not for them | Wkat they lack they must take throngh a sea of blood
awl t-ars—there is no other way. The past has proved it, the present
emphasises it, the future is ail portent. The watchword must be * Unity
and Organisation,” while one side holds a machine-gun, the other but a
stone, This watechword seems to have seized on Uolorado, where it is
proposed to start an Industrial Union for all trades. Many Unions are
feeb'e for waut of membership aud duoes, but if the new plin suceeeds, a
emall union Lacked in its demands by a solid body such as n great Tudus-
trinl Union may become, is pretty sure to persnade a capitalist that it
int: 0 I« hasiness and eoncessions, A great sign of the times in the Srates
is the interest women are teking in Socialism.  California has its Mrs. Lawis,
a youny woman who, known long as a temperance advocate, learnt that
economic causes were the bases of what drove to drink aul poverty. She
sticlicd  Sieialism, and took her stand as a street propagandist of a
thoroughly conrageons type.  Arvested in Sin Francisco when speaking at
a s reet corner in defiance of 4 poilice mandate, she wou the trial aml the
right of S cialists to speak on the city streets unmolested. New York has
a prominent and wealthy woman whose objeet in | fe is the organisation of
wom=n workers,

At Baenos Ayres our eontemporary, La Proteste, is again passing
throngh atormy times. The office seems nsnally in the hands of the military,
but whew they depare vhe doors open again and La Protesta issues forth in
a maore ~p rited manner than ever

Common Sense, * an advocate of induostrial co-uparation,” will well vepay
the p o-poetive snhseriber, I isa full and bright weekly, published at 207,
New 01 gh S peet, Los Angeles, Cil with none of the acrimonious personali-
ti = thatdisfignre =0 miny S cialist pap rs.  The subscription is 1.1 a
Yenr,

LITERARY NOTES.

Doawn Thowght, by J. Wi Lloyid (puhlished by the Lloyid rotp, Box 511,
Woahield, NOL) is practieally a volume of short essavs on social and religions
su'ijects, awith o pan-Theistic conception of Nature.  Freedom, however is the
spirt that is extolled and breathes throngh all so that one can read it with
intercst aiud sympathy.

Piae Nalwral Moo w Romanee of e Goliden dge. alsn by His same anthor,
is o fitels Fintasy with o Love thoans eanoing the el it anl fnenleating a
saner aud stmpler meethod of Tife,

Wind-Harp Songs. also by J. Wm. Lloyd, containsg manuer posinsg of 2 vat
merit. This little volume is refreshing to read ; the ideas and their treatment
- are &0 fine, s0 clear and unconventional.  All these volumes are beautifu!ly
printed and bound.

RELIEF FUND
For Russian Revolutionists.

A« this is 2 moment when every possible help shounld be given to
one ecmeades in their tervible strnggele with autocracy, we appeal to all
friniils ti send their help.  Tlowever small it will be welcome, and will
be faithfully diveeted into the right channels,

Lo
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“Th= Hing and the Anarchisst.”
NeawtIvy bonnd in eolonee | wranper.  Prica 2d.; post free 214, ;
2 Gl fo M enrvinee pail  Address orders to © Manager,” 127,

Ossei'st oo Stveer Loy lan, NLOW.

: *Thn "Tf}'.y of Voting " This Teufl -t will p ove of wrear ser-
viee o i e g G oneesd Elestion, and should be reud by all
Anarehicie Saiglists nrd workors aeneralle.  ay he had fraa J
Tossenr. 12T Ossulton § rear, ]‘.nndnn,lN.\V_‘ Price 1« 3d per
Trracded or T< per thanaind, =nst free.

_ il .\n}" h'-nk.-j on Auarchism, Socinlism, or kindred subjects
forwar bl (iF ohtainnble) on rveceipt of order snd eash. TInquiries
:nswersl on veceipt of stamped envelope,
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