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The Revolution in Russia and the 
General Strike. 

On the whole, events in Russia are well kuown. Our readers 
follow. them no doubt from day to day in the dailies. Therefore, here 
we will deal solely with two important fact~-the general strike and 
the peasant revolts. 

It will no doubt be remembered that after havin()' made himself 
abhorred by all, us a consequence of the massacres of Jaiuary 2~nd last 
at ~t. Peter burg and those in Poland, as al ·o of the police rule to 
w.hlCh t~e whole Empire wns subjected, Nicholas II. at length resigned 
himself m August last, and signed the manifesto convoking the famons 
Duma. · 

The general feeling provoked by this Boulyghin Constitution was 
one of complete stupefaction. Russia was called upon to have 
elections, but with a suffrage so limited that fewer than 100 OQO men 
in a population of 135,000,000 were to be allowed to take p~rt in the 
electoral farce. The peasants. were admitted to none but elec­
t!ons at the third degree, which would end by cooking down a popul::t­
twn of ~0,000,000 to a few thousand electors. And lastly, to 
cro':n this, the Duma was to have. no rights save those of tendering 
a~v1ce to the ant~crat. He, with his State Council, nominated by 
himself, would decide. In a word, it was soon evident that Russia 
would never be persuaded to go through this absurd and useless 
electoral corned y. . · 

Matters stood there without a chance of advancino" The state of 
siege continued, the Press dared not speak, the O'OVern~rs-general acted 
~ike satraps, .exiling the discontented by order: which they themselves 
issued on their own authority, and all Russia was on fire. In Poland 
police officials, governors, gendarmes, and spies were killed at an 
average of three in a week; at Baku and N ahitchevan the Tartars 
massacred the Armenians; in the Baltic provinces the insurrection 
was in permane.nce ·: at Riga and ~eval regular battles were fought in 
the streets. Frnland menaced with a general uprising; at OdesRa 
on.e-half of the buildings in the port were burnt, and the heroic 
sailoi·s of the "Potemkin" had mutinied. Rm;sia was gnawinrr at 
her tether. _ 

0 

It was then that the great general strike broke out in October last, 
and at once it spurred the Revolution forward. 'l'his general strike 
had long s~nce. been spoken of. In February, .Polan:l had already 
attempt~d it with success; but you know the old ditty: H Oh, such 
an Utopian scheme, worthy of you Anarchists. Year of organising 
work a.re needed to prepare a general strike. To begin with, a war­
chest is necessary." vVe all know the tune; but this is what 
hap_pened. The bakers of l\ioscow struck, and the printers and com­
positors followed suit. Once again, it wns not the work of the 
Socialist organi ·ations. The working men themselve ceased work for 
the purpose -of improving. th~ir conditions o~ life. Thereupon troops 
wei:e called out; but this time the working men offered armed 
resistance. Three hund1·ed baker , armed with revolvers barricaded 
themselves in a garret and fought again ·t the Cos acks'. Many of 
them we.re killed, b.ut as a resu~t all the workers of Moscow ranged them­
selves with the strikers. Whilst the theorists were still arauin()' that 
general strikes were im pos ible, the workers visited all the ~ork~ hops 
and caused all work · to cea ·e. In a few days the strike became 
geneml. 

All work wa suspended in the town as well as on the railroads 
wh~ch con. erge a.t .Moscow. The city was tarving. The provisions 
which arnv~d dail,Y from the nei()'hbouring provinces were rotting 
along the railway Im~ .. No b1:ead, no .water, no ga , no electricity­
complete darkne reigmng. No smokmg factory chimney ; no tram­
ways, no papers save the proclamation of the St1·ike Committee. 
Thou ands of pa· enger unable to continue their journey herded and 
camped, starving in the station . For the tons of letters which accu­
mulated, the po t office wa · fol'Ced to rent pecial sheds wherein to tore 

· them. ~nd little by little the . t~·ike spread to St. Peter burg, to 
the provmce , to Poland, and to Fmland, until all Ru sia was soon 
following the example et by Moscow. 

Gradually the enthu iasm of the workers was caught by other 
cla e . . The clerks~ the ~mploy 's of all the commercial enterpri e.., , the 
teach~r? he ba?K a s1stants; .hen the actor , the lawyers, the 
chemists, the engmeer , even the Judges made common cau e with the 

triker . Even the waiters from the restaurants went on strike 
putting out the li ahts in restaurants after even o'clock. 

In Finland , the house- ervants received the order from the strikers 
that they were not ~o commE;lnce ~ork before seven in the morning, and 
were to cease workmg at seven rn the e'1enin0', A whole nation bad 
thus struck again t its Go.vernment-all save

0 
the troops. And yet! 

were not officei·s and uniformed Government official. seen at the 
strikers' meetings, and soldiers in the ranks of the demonstrators? 

What irritated the governing classes above all was that the strikers 
avoided .any conflict with the troops, and offet·ed no pretext for 
re-est~bhshing "order" by massacres. Thns, nt Mo cow, a column 
of .strikers approached the station of the St. Petersburg railway. The 
s~rikers sa~ the troops. Then they immediately changed their direc­
t10n, and disbanded; but fifteen minutes later the engines, sent forth 
at ~ull speed, ."·ere to be seen colliding and destroying one another, 
while th e carriages were in flames alon()' the rails all at a few hundred 
feet behind the troops! 

0 

' 

It was only then that Nichohs II., who hnd been all the time 
consulting in turns th.e react~onaries !:tnd then Witte, seeing that the 
f~rmer .would not risk their heads to save autocracy, pronounced 
hur:sel~ ii:i favot~r of Witte, and signed the manifesto of October 30th, 
whwh is rn reality an abdication of autocracy. 

:)(' '" 
During this strike a new force !as born-the force vf the workers 

affirming their power, and putting to work that lever of all revolutions 
-dfrect action. 

During those days when not a paper was appear-ina in St. Peters­
burg, the B idletin of the Council of Workers appeared

0

daily; and the 
delegates of the Workers' Council, whose names and addresses were 
unknown'. when they appeared in the streets, were listened to with 
perfect f~ith by th? cro':"ds. These delegates had been nominated by 
the working men, JUSt hke the revolutionary Commune of the IOth of 
August, anrl. they themselves nominated their executive of eight 
memhers. 

T?-? a.y i.t is known that the 300,000 workmen of St. Petersburg 
are. d~vided rnto groups of ?®O; and every group nominates a delegate. 
This is exactly, we see, like the Central Committee which preceded 
th? Commune, and, like their predecessors, this Council for the time 
bemg represents the revolutiomtry forces of the labouring classes. It 
may also be taken as certain that everywhere in the provinces the 
workers organise themselves in the same way. 

.As _to the po~e1· of this force-it i::i best seen from the way in 
wh1c~ it l~as abolished censorship in Russia. Thus, while Witte's 
functionane were elaborating some mi ·erable little law on the Press 
the La~out· delega.te~ abolished on November 3rd censorship for th~ 
papers m the followmg manner. They announced in their BuUetin 
that "from to-morrow, if an editor continues to send his sheet before 
it leaves the printing office, to the censor, we shall confiscate all the 
copies in the streets ; we Hhall invite the printers to leave the office 
charging the strike .committee to defray their losses; but if they refus~ 
to come out, they will be boycotted and the pres es of the paper will be 
destroyed." It wa · thus that preventive censorship was abolished at 
St. Petersburg. 1'he same methods were employed later on at Moscow 
and to-day (November 24th) we learn that the same measures ha.v~ 
been taken for "all books and other printed matter." 

Here _we have di?'ect ciction at work. The Russian working men, 
by applymg on a large scale the general strike and direct action have 

J.??'oved that their vVestern brothers were perfectly right in recom:nend­
rng the ·e two weapons for the workmen's emancipation. 

. True that the hitherto won victories al'e but political victories, 
which have not ad~ed one ounce of either bread or meat to the scanty 
fare of the working man ; but apparently the workin()' men will 
not .limit t?ei.r action to thes~ ucces. es. Thu~ , where~s the l~gar 
day m Ru ia is an eleven hours one, which means sixty-six hours pel 
week, the Rus~ian working men, at lea tin St. Petersburg, <lo not work 
more, properly speaking, than eight hours a day, and often only forty­
two hour. per week. 

They obtain thi conce sion by di?'ect action . They do what we 
have cea ele · ~y advocated. After ha ing done eight hour ' work they 
say good ernnmg to the bo · and go home. The manufacturer al'e in 
despair, but ince the laughter of Red Sunday (January 22nd) it has.. 
been impossible to fo1·ce the St. Pet,e1·sbu1·g wo1·k nien to 'U ork rn01·e than 
eight how ·s a da y. 

Of cour e an eight-hour day is yet four or five hours too much for 
the miserable wages they get. But that victory, gained by means of 
direct action, is still a victory, whereas the same eight-hour day if it 
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were obtained from a Parliament would · ha e been a miserable com-
promi e for men who profe ociali t pl'inciples. 

:~ * 
* A few word mu t now be aid about that other powerful element 

of the Russian Revolution, the pea ant revolt . 
We know that the French Revolution would have terminated in 

smoke had not the pea ant revolts continued for four or five years, 
until the feudal rights were aboli bed without redemption in June and 
July, 1793. The same hold good for Ru sia. The peasant revolts 
have already lasted more than one year, with but temporary abatementat 
harvest time, and they roll a waves over different parts of the country. 
In all these revolts the peasants show a remarkable unity of action, 
.and an astonishing talent for organising. It is the village community 
which decides the day on which to begin. On the given day all the 
peasants harness their horses to their carts and go to the proprietor. 
.. fhere they take out of his granaries what they need, or the necessary 
fuel from his forests, and then they return, maintaining throughout 
the best of order. If no resistance is offered, nothing el e is touched. 
It is only when the Lord of the Manor calls out the troops that the 
peasants pillage and burn bis estate ; if some landlords have been 
killed, it is quite exceptienal. It is those who protect the estates 
:and mansions who massacre, and they have just killed more 
than a hundred peasants in the province of Tambov. 

Everywhere the peasants declare, with wonderful unanimity, t hat 
the land belongs to then, and that they will take possession of it. 
They might pay a redemption if the landlords agree at once, but " the 
land rnust belong to us," the peasants say unanimously, and there is no 
doubt that they will have it. 

* * '* To imagine that the Governmen't may win peasants over .to its side 
by such concessions as a feudal or bourgeois Government could make 
t hem is simply fo91ish, and the peasant revolts will continue, and with 
them-the Revolution. It is also obvious that the Revolution will not 
be accomplished in a couple of months. It will last several years. 
But that which has taken place .up to the present time already proves 
that the revolution in Russia will take et social cha1·cicte1·. How far it 
will go in this direction none can say. But the Scwialist development 
of half a century has not peen in vain. It will have its effect· in the 
present turmoil. In any case, all the middle-class elements have already 
faded before the two great forces which have outlined themselves in 
this Revolution, the peasants and the working men in towns. And two 
modes of action have shown themselves in this struggle-the general 
strike and direct action. 

It is very probable, therefore, that the workers in the towns will 
understand the force which this latter, added to the former, gives them ; 
-and very probably they will imitate the peasante in taking hold of all 
that which is necessary for life and production, thus cementing 
together the first foundations of a communist Commune! 

s. 

THE REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA. 

(Lette1· add1·essed by Peter ]{ropotkin to the G1·eat J.lf eeting field at 
" Wonde1·land," Whitechapel, on Novembe1· 3, 1905.) 

Comrades,-When you decided to convoke this meeting, the revolu­
tionary movemP.nt in Russia was only just beginning. And to-night we can 
already speak of the first victory of the Russian people. 

~rue, that up till. now the net re~ult of the victory consists chiefly of 
promises. And promises of the Russian Tsar can as easily be broken as 
were broken the promises which the Austrian Emperor gave to bis · people 
after the Vienna insurrection of March 18, 1848. 

However, the main point is that these promises were wrested by the 
people. And still more so that they ~ere wrested by means of a genm·al 
.st1"t~e. A!1~ .therefore the general strike, which yesterday was considered 
an imposs1bih~y, has proved to be so powerful a weapon for the revolution 
that the workmg men of other countries in Europe and .America surely will 
not fail to resort to it 

What is most promising in the Russian movement is that the people 
has not been misled by mere promises. 

At St. Petersburg, at Moscow, at Warsaw, and in all other cities it 
":as understood at. once. that only certain vague promises of certain political 
ng~ti:; had bee~ given ; but that nothing had yet been made, or even said, 
which would give a hope of a new departure in tbe economical life of the 
peasants and the. working men. And even as regards the political promises, 
the Romanoffs, till now, have given no pledge of their sincerity. 

In yY estern Europe, eac_h time the ruling classes endeavoured to make 
peace with the people, and rntended to assert that a new move in politics 
was going to be made, they promulgated a general amnesty. Not longer 
ago_ tlian last Monday they have done something similar in France; and 
so it .wa:s do~e always and everywhere. Bu t till now in Russia our brothers 
remam imprisoned-over twenty years already-in that terrible Russian 
Bastille, the Schlusselburg fortress. 

What 'fete of ~iberty ~a? there be so long as our brothers remain in 
Scblusselburg and Ill the Jails all over R ussia ? When more than 20 OOO 
persons are still in exile, in the hamlets of the Far East and the Far Ndrth 
in Russia and Siberia ! ' 

There is no need t? write long-worded laws to put an end to this. A 
long-word~d am_nesty is no amnesty at all ; it is a lie ! A real amnesty 
can be. written m tb_ree o.r four lines :- All co11demned for political crimes, 
for strikes, fo1: ~granan d.1sturba_nces, for armed resistance, and for breach of 
l~ws about mihta:y service, ~trikes, pres , etc., are set free. .All prosecu­
t 10ns for such affairs are termrnated. That is all. 

But th is unavoidable first tep has not yet been made. No p'.edge of 
sincerity has yet been given . And if the amnesty is not enforced npon 
tbem, they won't give it. 

Then all promises of political liberties will remain a de~d letter so long 
as garrison of from twenty to fi fty thousand men rema.in in the big towns. 
Not only tl..ie state of siege, greatfaud small, has to be abolished at once (an-d 
agai11 t his does not rP.qnire long-worded law;:i), but the garrisons must not 
remain in the cities. They are a menace to the people. E ighty thousand 
uf the Guard of St. Pdersburg are the stronghold of au tocracy and of all 
political oppression. 

At the same time they are the stronghold of the most reckless indus­
trial exploiting of the working man. 

.Against Capital the ·working man has only one· arm-the strike. But 
no strike can be succes fnl when tens of thousands of soldiers and hundreds 
of guns are brought out in the streets as soon as the working man decides 
rather to starve than to irn bmit to the arrogant demands of the capitalists. 

The Russian people-the working men-having compelled tLe autocrat 
to abdicate bis despotic power, must compel him now to give body to bis 
abdication by sending away the troops upon which rest his po~er and the 
power of bureaucracy, the power of unbridled capitali::m1. 

The people must arm itself ; otherwise the Tsar, the bureaucrats and 
the capitalists will cru. h it down. 

They are .right, therefore, t hose who now carry the red flag in the 
streets, claiming an amnesty, the sending away of the troops, and the arming 
of the people. 

However, at the same time, the R ussian workir.ig men must not forget 
their own dem(l.nds. To guarantee the individual against police arbitrariness 
is necessary for all. But he who works and produces riches with his own 
hands requires something else. 

When the working men began their general strike, they demanded 
the eight-hour day, an increase of their wages, insurance against illness· 
and old age, and schools for their children. These demands are very modest. 
The working man's rights are wider than that. But, Why are even these 
modest demands already forgotten 1 

In the year 1848 the workjng men of Parifl and Vienna also trusted the 
classes. Once they had obtain~d the promulgation of a Constitution in ruling 
Vienn'a and a Repuulic in France, they agreed to wait three months in the 
expectation that rµeasures would be taken which would grant them some­
thing besides the freedom of speech and meeting which they had already 
taken themselves de f acto. 

And three month8 later the blood of the working men was freely 
running in the streets of both Paris and Vienna. And upon their corpses 
the middle classes built their power, which lasts till this day. 

Russian working men ! don't forget this lesson! If you are compelled 
to-morrow, after the Constitution has been proclaimed, to return to the 
factories the same slaves as you have been before, then you will have been 
betrayed in the same way as your brothers were betrayed in Vienna and in 
Paris. 

Don't expect anything from would-be saviours. But in every factory, 
every building yard, every workshop, and every min~, establish yoiirselves 
the order of things which, by common accord, you will find proper to 
establish. But remember this : Don't allow others to interfere ! It is you1· 
affair, and you have to settle it. 

Accomplisli yourselves a revoliition in the organisation of labour as you 
have accompli.~hed it in the gene1·al administration of the Russian State. 

· Don't trust those who will tell you :-"Not yet l It is too soon ! " 
No, it is not too soon; it is just the time for it. 

The working men of all the civilized world will be with yon if you 
boldly take upon yoursekes that great task. 

Leng live the Social Revolution-in Russia and ·everywhere ! 
PETER KROPOTKIN. 

Bromley, Kent, Nov. 3, 1905. 

LITERARY N 0 TES. . 
L'Insu1·ge (97, rue Laixlaeau, Herstal-Liegt,, Belgium), on 

November 11, began to publish Elie Reclus's diary during the 
Paris Commune, entitled: The Pm·is Gornmiine Day by Day. 

Thanks to the generosity or' our comrades of the Chicago Debating 
Club No. 1, we have re~eived 100 copies of a pamphlet entitled The 
Social GenenfJl Swike, by Arnold Roller (2~d. post:lfree from F1·eedom 
Office) . It consists of 32 pages, and gives a very full statement of the 
aims and ideas of the General Strike, and also a sketch of the 
general strikes of recent years. We strongly recommend it to those 
who wish to learn the true history of these events. The Social 
Democrats in England might read it with advantage, for they seem to 
be at loggerheads on th'e ubject. In a recent number of Jiistice a 
writer was sneering at the General Strike as an Anarchist idea, and 
only to be used to gain political power; while a· week after, in the 
Gla1·ion, Hyndman stated that be had " never believed in the General 
Strike as a means for mere political action, or in order to secure, or to 
maintain, universal suffrage"; but that "as a preliminary weapon in 
the great struggle for economic emancipation, deliberately planned 
beforehand, I can imagine nothing more effective." 

The Societe Nouvelle de Libraire et d'Edition, 17, rue Uujas, Paris 
(Ye.), has just published the first volume of L'Inte1·nationale, by 
James Guilliaume. It is a work of the very first importance to all 
interested in the history of Socialism in general and of this remarkable 
organisation in particular._ A mass of documents relating to resolu­
tions and discussions at the congresses of the International are here 
printed for the first time. We hope to give an exhaustive review in 
our next issue. The price of this yolume, which contains s portrait of 
Constant Meuron, is 4f. 50c.· 
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HA VINDICATION OF NATURAL SOCIETY.'' 

Thi well-known pamphlet by Edmund Burke (1 r6) has been 
reprinted by A. Fifi ld, 4 •, Fleet Street, E.O., and can be 
obtained from E1reellom office: 7d. pest free, cloth 1 . 2d. The 
following extracts will give the r eader a desire to ·tudy the 
pamphlet for himself:-

"There is a most absurd and audaciou tl1 t hod of r easoning, 
advanced by some bigots and enthusia ts, and through fear 
assented to by some wi. er and better men; it is th is. They 
argue against a fair di cus 'ion of popular prejudices, beca u e, 
say they, though they would be found without any reasonable 
support, yet the discovery m:ight be productive of the most 
dangerous consequenc s. Absurd and blasphemous notion ! 
A s if all happiness was not connected with the practice of 
virtue, which necessarily depends upon the knowledge . of 
truth; that is, upon the knowledge of those unalterab le rela­
tions . . . that every thing- should bear to . every other. 
These relations, which are truth itself, the fo1md ation of virtue, 
and consequently the only measure of happines , should be like­
wise the only measures by which we should direct our reason­
ing. To these we should conform in good earnest; and not t o 
think to force Nature, ~nd the whole order of her system, by a 
compliance with our pride and folly, to conform to our artificial 
regulations: It is .by a conformity t o this method we owe the 
discovery of the few truths we know, and the little liberty and 
happiness we enjoy. The fabric of superstition has in 
this our age and nation received much ruder shocks than it has 
ever felt before; and through ~the chinks and breaches of .our 
prison, we see such glimmerings of light, and feel such 
refreshing airs of liberty, as daily raise our ardour for more." 

" Civil government borrows a strength from ecclesiastical; 
and artificial laws receive a sanction fro m artificial reve­
lations. 'rlie ideas of religion and government are closely 
connected, ·and whilst we receive government as a thing 
necessary and even useful t o our well-being, we · shall in 
~pite of us draw in, as a necessary though undesirable con­
sequence, , an artificial relig ion of some kind or other. 
To this the vulgar will always be voluntary slaves; and 
even those of a rank of understanding superior, will now and 
then involuntarily feel its influence. It is therefore of the deepest 
concern to us to be set right on this point; aud to be well satis­
fied whether civil government be such a protection from natural 
evils, and such a nurse and increaser of blessings, as those of 
warm imaginations promise." 

"A man is allowed ·sufficient freedom of thought, provided 
he knows how to choose his sabject properly, You may 
criticise freely upon the Chinese constitution, and observe with 
as much severity as you please upon the absur·d tricks, or 
destructive bigotry of _the bonzes. But the scene is changed as 
you come homeward, and atheism or treason may be the names 
given in Britain to what would be r eason and trnth if asserted 
of China. . . . It is very obvious that a piQture might be 
drawn of excesses of party even in our own nation. I can show 
that the same faction has in one reign promoted popular 
seditions, and in the next been a patron of tyranny; I could 
show that they have all of them betrayed the public safe.ty a t 
all times, and have very frequently with equal perfidy made a 
market of their own eause and their own associates; I could 
show how vehemently they have contended for names, and how 
silently they have passed over things of the last importance; 
and I conld demonstrate that they have had the opportunitJ of 
doing all this mi chief, nay, that they them elves had their 
origin and growth from that complex form of government 
which we are wisely taught to look upon as so great a 
blessing." 

"Ask of politicians the end for which laws were originally 
designed, and they will answer, that the laws were designed as 
a protectio'n for the poor and weak against the oppression of 
the rich and powerful. But urel} no pretence can be so 
ridi culous ; a man might as well tell me he h1-1s taken off my 
load, because he has changed the burden. If the poor man is 
not able to support his suit, according to the vexatious and 
expensive manner established in civilized countries, has not 
the rich as great an advantage over -him a the strong has over 
the weak in a state of nature ? " 

" The most obvious divi ion of society i into rich and poor; 
and it is no less obvious that the number of the former bears a 
great disproport1on to those of t he latter. The whole busine . 
of the poor is to administer to the idleness, folly, and luxury of 
he rich; and that of the rich, in return, is to find the be t 

method · of confirming the lavery and increasing the burden of 

• 

the poor. In a state of nat ureit is an invariable law, that a man's. 
acqui ition · are in propor tion to hi 1 abo urs. In a tate of 
artificial society, it i a law a constan t and in variable, .that 
tho e who labour most, enjoy the few e t things; and that 
those who labour not at all, have the greatest number of 
enjoyments." · · 

" The several species of government vie with each other in the 
absurdi t y of th ir constitutions, and the oppre sions which they 
make their . ubj ects endura. Take them under what form you 
please, they are in · £feet bu t a despoti m, and they fall , both in 
effect and appearance too, after a very short period, into that 
cruel and detestable species of tyranny ; which I rather call it, 
because we have been educated under another form than that; 
this is of worse consequence t o mankind. For the free 
governments, for the point of their space, and the moment of 
their duration, have felt more confusion and committed more 
flagrant ac ts of tyranny, than the most despotic governments 
which we have ever known." 

CARNEGIE'S LIBRARIES .. 

There's a scent on the books of dead men's bones, 
.And a spatter of blood over all; 

There's a rough, ragged hole in each leaf you turn, 
Like the wound from a rifleman's balJ. 

There's the last gasp of men shot down at command 
Of this gracious and generous man ; 

There's the blood and the groan, the grief and the shame­
- You picture it, any who can. 
There's a picture of Homeste~d-will we ever forget 

How those brave, ragged men were defencelessly slain.:_ 
Were slaughtered like beast~, like poor hunted beasts, 

By Carnegie's will and for Carnegie's gain? 
Will we ever forget how the mothers and wives · 

In their rags and their woe knelt down in the dust, 
And clasped their dear dead then, just as they fell 

By rifleman's ball or the bayonet's thrust ? 
Will we ever forget how the press of the land 

Made light of the slaughter by saying: 'The dead 
Were fareign-born men who, in impudence, asked 

For the right to be living and earning their bread'? 
Will we ever forget how .• in sweatshop and mine, 

The fathers .and mothers and children are slain? 
How virtue is bartered and childhood is crushed 

By Carnegie's will and for Carnegie's gain? 
How the skeleton babes, at the milkless breast; 

Give their poor little lives to his greed ? 
How the girls on the street and bh<? mothers in rags 

Are reflecting his 'generous' deed? 
And this is his gift, all shining with blood, 

The gift that he proffers with arrogant hand; 
This is his penance for murder and lust; 

This is his jest to the slaves of the land. 
But the books are not dumb, they have eloquent tongues. 

To tell you their pitiful story-
H ow the bodies and souls of women and men 

Have built him his t emple of glory. 
How the walls are of bones cemented with blood, 

And wet with the dropping of tears; 
Of hearts that ha ve broken for wrong unwritten 

These hundred and hundred of years. 
]

1 or these wrongs to our comrades we'll never forget, 
Nor this master of bread, with his cunning· and greed. 

And the gift that he proffers-we spurn it and scorn him, 
For we hold it in keeping with his class and hi deed. 

ALICE T. SoRENsoN in the Dom onstrato.1·. 

Antonelli and Barberi Defence Fuud. 

'rhe following sums have been received since the previous list was 
published :- . 

· Workers Friend Group 
T. H. Keell 
Delphina 
McAra .. 

£ 3 0 0 
0 1 1 
0 0 5 
0 2 6 

£3 4 0 
This sum has been divided between the wives of the convicted 

comrades . 
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NOTES. 
COMMERCIAL MORALJTY. 

The ex-Commissioner of the City of London Police, in an 
article in Blaclcwood's Magazine, lays bare some of the ulcers 
that fester under the cloak of bourgeois morality. The frock­
·coated, top-hatted criminals of the Stock Exchange and the 
City agencies will hardly thank him for his pitiless exposure of 
.their ways and means. He evidently has had a wide, first­
hand experience of the doings of these gentry, who he 
d.enounces in no measured terms. He says that "half the 
·gentlemen one sees in the morning tumbling out of the trains 
from Bayswater and Putney, intent on picking their neigh-
bours' pockets, would be engaged in picking oakum if there 
were in the City an official similar to the Procurator-Fiscal in 
Scotland." We are not interested as to the functions of this 
uncanny official, whoever he may be, but it requires no great 
depth of penetration to convince oneself that this same class of 
parasites flourish amongst the "un~o guid." They · are, 
indeed, the natural and inevitable products of commercialism, 
and, Procnrator or no Procurator, will be found in every 
capitalist country, pla.ying the part of very respectable and 
necessary props to the system. 

SPARE THE RoD, ETC. 

The amiable lady and gentleman who have just received a 
month's imprisonment for taking turns at beating their poor 
helpless servant girl have been taking their Bible too literally. 
They sh.oul? have re~embered that all these teachings require 
a certam mterpretat10n to adapt them to modern ideas. If 
they had sought the advice of some of our present-da:r scientists 
for instance, it would probably have been explained to the~ 
that the "rod" was in reality a psychological instrument, 
and meant no more than a moral appeal to the conscience, just 
as it can be shown, if the mind is only properly prepared to 
receive the fact, tbat our earth, and not the sun, is the real 
centre of the uni verse, and that all the occult manifestations at 
spiritualist seances are related to a power that in the past was­
calle~ God~ Jehovah, etc., etc. Not havjng t.h.e advantage of 
.a ll this chicanery, they adhered to the old-fash10ned view and 
~heir stupid and brutal natures favouring it, they haye fallen 
rnto the hands of the law, to be still further brutalised. W e 
had much ra.ther they had fallen into the hands of the poor 
girl's fellow servants, as we may be sure they would have given 
them a drubbing that would have effectually cured them of all 
love of the "rod." 

THE PREY OF ·rnE POLICE. 

The acquittal of our Paris comrades of the charge of plot­
ting agai~st the life of the King of Spain, at whom, as our 
readers will remember, a bomb was thrown on his visit to Paris 
brings to light once more the workings of the unspeakabl~ 
secret police. It is a noticeable fact t hat all systems of 
government which are nearing their end tend more and more to 
rely on the most poisonous influences to resist the healthy life 
which grows in strength and intelligence, preparing for the 
conquest of the new world, and therefore threatens the e worn­
out systems in their corruption and decay. 

The silly, poilt child who caJls himself the ruler of t he 
Spani h people needed the help of a police plot to give him 
popularity in a Republica~ country. It was duly supplied. 
..And a nothing would be ea ier than to credit it to the 

Anarchi h n t was t hrown around some of ou r Paris 
comrad s. The scheme worked well at tb tim , but the 
denouerinent can hardly be to the taste of the vermin whose 
poi onous breath is even too baneful for panish ?fficials, w~o 
ga e mo t damning eviden e against their own. pohce. On m 
hi evidence said they were the most corrupt m the world, and 
that after having . een them torture t h pri oners at Mont­
juich he could conceive them to be gu1lty of anything. 
· Of all the numerous pc ts the State breeds to hind r the 
growth of what is best in our social life, there is nothing so 
morally injurious -as the unspeakable fouln ss of the spy 
ystem, with its secret police and ag~nts pro vocatei~1·s . 'l'he 

djgnity of all human lif suffers by it, and the so01al atm?­
sphere eems difficult to breathe wh n the odours from all th1S 
putrescence is in our nostrils. H?wever, our comra~es are 
free, and we end them he·arty greetrngs and congratulat10ns. 

LovE YouR NEIGHBOUR. 

Any l·easonable person looking down. those. long vistas .?f 
narrow streets that abound in London, with the1r closely-bunt 
houses, and knowing the dense population that inl~abits t~em, 
might surely wonder how all these people, packed hke sardmes 
yet having many varied occupations, needs and forms of amuse­
ment, so far from loving one another are not more often at ~ne 
another's throats. A case in point has just come before Justiee 
Far ~ell. A lady who was practising the piano and singing 
was sued by another lady who kept a private hotel. Wh~t ~or­
tuitous concourse of circumstances threw these poor v10t1ms 
into such an unhappy proximity only admirers of the present 
system could explain. Even that asR, the law, could not see 
why one lady, should nob play and sing if she chose, nor why 
the other lady should be injured in her business, and so had to 
confess its inability to solve the problem. Might the unprac­
tical Anarchist suggest just for once tha~ i~ a rational ~ystem 
of society, where landlords had not the pnvilege of housmg us 
like rabbits in a hutch, a little fresh air circulating round the 
four walls of our houses would not only benefit our health but 
also our own and our neighbours' tempers. As this is i.mpos­
sible for hundreds and thousands of us, the real problem is how 
to get rid of the landlords. Accomplish this and yon will solve 
many problems besides the one of loving your neighbour as 
yourself. 

McQu.een. .A.id Fund. 

The following statement has bee~ receive~ from Comrade H.illi:iian :.­
When we consider the time smce we issued our subscnption lists, the 

"appeals" we have made, anu the labour and energy we have spent, and we 
look on the " grand ~otal " of the above fund, then we must confess that we 
have not been successful enough. 

We on our behalf do all that we can; and we appeal once more to the com-
rades-do all that you can ! · 

To our crreat sorr0w the comrades do not seem to consider that if we do not 
assist the ~ife and children of our comrade they are helpless ! And is it 
possible that we should forget our comrade while he is imprisoned. The success 
of our appeals will show tha.t. . . . 

Up till now we nave received the f0llowmg subscnptions :-
List No.45: Hall, Makow- List No. 31 : Gogol and 

sky, Levenson, 2d . each ; Croel, 2d. each; Subsarx 
Barowsky,Bertner, Mandel, 3d. ; Sam ls. 6d. ; Cohen 
and Kaufman, 3d. each; ls. ; Goodstone lOd. ; No 
Cohen and Uhrick, 6d. each; Name 5d. 0 4 4 
Lintner ls. .. . 0 3 6 J. Muller, Bangor 0 5 0 

List No. 21 : Levi 6d. ; List No. 35 : A. B~och . . . 0 1 0 
J. Gordon, J_,awrence, Freedom. List, per T. H. 
Nuddel, and B. Gordon, ls. Keell ... 0 9 6 
eacb ; S. Badansky 3s. 0 7 6 J?ebating Club No. 1, 

Collection at Comrade Clucago,per Comrade Appel 2 0 5 
Rocker' s meeting in Leeds. 0 3 3~ List No. 13, per L. Freed-

Received from the Freie man ... 
Arbeit~r Stfoime, per Com- List No . . 4, per Morleit ... 
rade S. Ya.now sky .. . .. . H 0 0 List No. 3, per Mor lei t ... 

List No. 30: Weiner, List No. 18, per R. Sigal 
Labovitz, Lapidus, Yar- List No. 5, per Biderman 

0 14 6 
0 10 6 
0 2 0 
0 1 2 
0 2 4 

movsky, Greenberg, and Collected by A. Berg, San 
Glasser, 3d. each ; Berko- Francisco 0 13 4 
witz, Marx, Rubinstein, Freiheit Group, Paterson, 
Sadofsky, Keilotkin, Fin- per M. Book... 2 0 0 
kelstein, and Rosenberg, 2d. Prof. Arnold Lupton .. . 0 10 0 
each ; H. S. and Arrenberg, ----
6d. each 0 3 8 Total . . . £22 12 O! 

Comrades and friends are kindly asked to send all donations direct to us, 
which will be published. · 

By the way, we beg to state that we are not responsible for funds which 
may be initiated by other people except the one we have here in Leeds. 

ubscription Lists if desired can be obtained from the Secretary; 
ARTHUR HILLMAN. 

54, Samuel Street, Camp Road, Leeds, England. 

* * * Any books on Anarchism, Socialism, or kind1·ed subjects 
forwarded (if obtainable) on receipt of order and cash. Inquiries 
answf'\red on receipt of stam·p~d envelope. 
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ANARCHISM IN ENGLAND FIFTY YEARS AGO. 

A Cont1·ibiition towci1·cls the Elucidation of the 1 'cience of S ociety. 
By a Member of the London Confederation of Bational Reformers. 

"Liberty is the realisation of the sovereignty of the individual." 

(London: J. Watson, Truelove, Goddard.) 

'l'he pamphlet advertised under this title in the Reason e?", of ,October 
12 a.nd 19, 1853, is, as far a. I know, the fi1·st Ana1·chist p1·opcigandist 
pcimpklet p u,blished in Englan d. I cann0t say whe1·e a copy of it may 
be found, but shall try to show to some extent under what circum­
stances the individualist Anarchist propaganda to which it belongs 
came into existence in the early fifties. 

Godwin's Potiticcil J iist1:ce (1793) was never quite forgotten, and 
was even reprinted in the for ties (2 vols., 12mo.). William Thompson's 
l n qu fry (1824), however, though beginning in an almost Anarchist 
spirit, drifted into Owenism rather, and could not serve as a basis for 
an Anarchist movement. The mutualism of John Gray (1832, 1842, 
1848) is logical, but dry, uninspiring, and anything bu~ revolutionary. 
1rhe individualism of W. Maccall is purely rhetoric~}, without aim, and 
purposeless. The rich Socialist literature of the. forties contains no 
tt-anslation of Proudhon, no trace (as far as my limited knowledge goes) 
of any P1·oudhonist propaganda. It is wondel'ful that fifteen years of 
Chartism did not produce a single writer of mark who, after exposing 
the futility of the Chartist parlin.mentary panacea, would· have arrived 
at Anarchism; the Owenites and simple co-operators of those times 
were anti-political, it is true, but that ~eant with mos't of them to 
acquiesce in any state of political oppression that might exist and 
just abstained from interfering with them. In France, after but one 
or two years of experience with representative assemblies (1848-49), 
parliamentarism was utterly rejected by several Socialists (Considerant, 
Rittinghausen, etc.) who advocated dfrect legislation; but the monst1·ous 
achievements of universal suffi·age, the Napoleonic election and 
plebiscite, knocked the bottom out of this propaganda, which did not 
to any extent touch England at all, though one of Considerant's 
pamphlets was translated (London, 1851). So the field from which 
Anarchism might have sprung was almost barren. 

* * .,., 
· In 1850 Thornton Hunt began to publish the Leade1·, a weekly 

review, which under his editorship (until January, 1852) was in some 
sort of contact with the advanced movements, but which later soon · 
-degenerated into a malignant anti-democratic paper. Probably th'e 
ideas of Josiah Warren (the time store) were known to the readers of 
·Owenite papers by American letters for many years, but to a larger 
public some letters and reviews publish9d since 1851 in the Lecide1· 
probably first made Anarchism known. Herbert Spencer's Socictl 
Statics were given a very full review (March 15, 22, April 12, 1851 ), 
followed soon by four articles on Proudhon's French book, ]dee 
Genfrale de la Revolution au XIX. Siecle (September 6, 13, 27, October 
18, 1851). Here Proudlion's famous words of 1840 are reproduced, 
-ending with: I am an Anw·chist, and it added, "By 'Anarchy,' he 
·means no more than what our admiraple friend Herbert Spencer sets 
.forth as the goal to which civilisation is irresistibly tending, viz., the 
£nal disappea1·ctnce of Gove1·nment, become unnecessary because men 
will have learned so to · control themselves as to need no external 
·coercion." In another place: " We .caution the reader against a natural 
misapprehension of the word Anarchy, which is not used as 
synonymous with dis01·de1· ,· but simply what the Greek word implies, 
viz., absence of Government-absolute Liberty," etc. 

In this paper, then, on .Tuly 19, 1851 was published a letter, signed 
·11 H. E." (New York, June 19), in which the writer, who went to America 
to join Cabet's Icarian Community, says: "Fourier is more known 
here than any other European Socialist writer, but Proudhon seems to 
.me more adapted to meet the sympathies of American Socialism. He, 
in his paradoxical way, proclaims himself an Anarchist; and receutly, 
in England, Herbert Spencer taught substantially the same thing, and 
tells you that Government is not to be regarded as an institution, to be 
for ever needful to man." Then b:e tells how he got acquainted 
with Stephen Pearl Andrews' The Jhie Constiti1.tion of Gove1·1wnent in 
the Sovm·eignty of the Individu al (J.1he Science of Society, No. 1, 
Ne~ York, 1851). '' Hel'e," he says," the principle of absolute indi­
vidualism-or, if Prnudhon prefers, we will say Anarchy (an-arche)­
is laid down in plain English unconditionally; but the party profess to 
have made a grand discovery, viz., of a principle which will render this 
absolute abolition of Government possible and practicable forthwith­
at once, by such as choo ·e." By this he refers to a book then in 
the pre s: Cost the Lirnit of P1·ice (The S cience of ociety, No. 2, New 
Yodc, 1853). 

These ideas of individualist Anarchi m (which I need not di cuss 
here) were formed at the end of the twenties (1827) by Josiah Warren 
an Englishman who had lived in Robert Owen's New Harmony Com~ 
munity, a.nd then began various experiments by him elf. His work, 
Equita,ble Comme1·ce a !\ ew Devel-Opmen t of P1·i nciples as viibstitiites 
j01· Law and Goveniment, in part published in 1846, was edited in New 
Y 01·k in 1852 by Stephen Pearl Andrews; it wa followed by Pmcticcil 

.Details in Eqiiitcr,ble Cornrne1·ce (New York, 1852). 
"H. E." i:s Henry Edger (born in Sussex, 1820, died in Versaille , 

1888, a London barrister, later on an agriculturist in fodern Times 
indications taken from Positivist pu,blication ). He sent several othe1'. 

letters to "Ion," the pseudonym of a contl'ibutor to the Lead~1·. Next, 

on March 4, 1 51, a lady , igning "M." wrote to William Pare on a 
Jectu1·e by St. P. Andrews at the North American Phalanx, in .New 
Jer 'ey, wl..io mentioned the exi tence of an "equitable" village in Ohio, 
at that time; land had already been taken 011 Long I land, where the 
Modern T imes community was oon to be tarted (the Leade1·, Sept. 6., 
1851 ). On March 13, 1 52, "Ion" publishe in the Lea.elm· a review 
of Andrew ' , cien ce oj 'ociety, which had al o ea Llally .been mentioned 
in t he Westrninste1· Revie w. · Hemy Edger sends very full notes on 
Modern Time , as " Trial ville" on Long Island had been called 
(Novem ber 21, 1851, in the Lecr,dm· of March 27, 1852): "It seems to 
me not unworthy of remark that a he1·esy among social refo1·mers 
should have sprung up imnltaneou ly on both sides of the Atlantic. 
Proudhon and Andrews .alike discard association, alike proclaim 
Anarchy; but Andrews, more intelligently to Engli. h ears, proclaims it 
as the sovereignty of the individual. Nor is Andrews alone here: a 
small party of thinkers, of whom Henry James and Dr. Curtis may 
be considered the chief, unite with him in teaching the doctrine that 
the individual is above the institution. Society is for man-not man 
for society." This is, of all the letters by Edger, the most 
descriptive·and fullest of details scarcely anywhere accessible now, I 
believe . The Lecide1· (August 14 and 21, 1852) reviews Henry James' 
Lect1.wes cind M iscellanies (New York, 1852), saying: "That his thoughts 
point in the direction of No Government, whither Proudhon, Herbert 
Spencer, and others also tend, will startle only those unaccustomed to 
modern .speculations. Everywhere the Police becomes less and less a 
faith with thinking men; and the necessity for 'strong government' 
in the baser physical sense gets less recognition" (the latter qualifica­
tion being the means by which the critic of the Leade1· usually retracts 
everything sensible he has advanced). I have looked up some of th;e 
writings of Henry James, but whatever good he may have had to say 
is hopelessly buried in religious twaddle, and it is impossible to resusci­
tate him as an Anarchist sympathiser of any use. 

A year after his first visit H. Edger saw Modern Times again 
(letters in the Lecicle1·, Janua1·y 8, 1853); the first winter had been 
very trying. " For, there being n? association, the first leaders 
cherishing a horror of P1·ate1·nity-senti11ientcilism, everyone had to shift 
for himself as he best could." In 1853 H. Edger spent five months 
at the North American Phalanx, but expresses himself strongly in 
favour of Modern Times (letter of July, 1853, the Leadm·, September 
10) : " The intelligent portion of social reformers are nearly all looking 
in the direction of Modern Times." " Social reforms, then, 
which limit themselves to industrial organisation, and studiously 
ignore the existence of the deepest and most wide-spread social disease, 
and the social want thereby indicated, may well be failures .... The 
Modern Times Reform alone attempts to grapple with this master 
difficulty, and it .does it in the way at once manly and philosophical__;_ · 
of boldly guaranteeing to woman her natural right and highest duty: 
that of supreme sovereignty in her own legitimate domain-that of the 
affections. This is the central idea of Fourier's speculations, the 
identity of which with the Modern Times movement is again very 
remarkable. A movement which starts by eliminating altogether the 
idea of. association or any combination of interests whatever, is coming 
to effectuate the very reforms which have in this country gone 
generally by the name of Associationism, while the associations them­
selves are sinking into inanition." 

In this yeae Edger, who prepared to go to live at Modern Times, 
got hold of Positivism, which from that time onwRrd he zealously pro­
pagated. Letters of January an~ February 5, 1854 (the Leade1·, 
July 8, 1854), and of March, 1854 (dated Modern Times, ib. 
July 22), show how it was possible for .men of different social ideas to 
live together at Modern Times. "Beyond our one principle [that of 
the sovereignty of the individual]," he says, "we Rre in no wise respon­
sible for each othel''s doctrines any more than for each other's acts, 
here, in our village of Modern Times. But our principle does this one 
thing, and here I distinctly take my stand : it unites all of us here in 
a firm, final protest against the competency of political authorities to 
decide questiom of morals.I) 

I have not found further letters by Edger in the Leade1·, but the 
little French volume Lett1·es d'A it,giiste Comte ... a Hem·y Edge1· et c't 
11{. John ~{etcalf (Paris, Apo tolat Positiviste, 1889) contains Comte's 
letters to H. Edger at :Modern Times, 1854-57, publi hed by Jorge 
Lagarrigue. Early in 1854 Edger sent his "full adhesion" to Comte, 
who was delighted over another example "of aptitude towards noble 
submi. sion with souls who had been mo t led astray by ana1·chical 
utopias" (Ma1ch 16, 1854). They agreed, it seems, on the "affinity of 
Catholicism and Po itivi m," and Comte recommends "the particular 
importance of a dignified contact with the Jesuits, to whom, I 
pre ume, the supreme direction of the Catholic movement in America 
belong . You will feel in thi way that their succe s prepares our 
success." These are not jokes, a <?an be seen from the article, 
"Augu te Comte et les J esuite ," by G. Dumas (Re ue cle Pm·is, 
October, 1898). Edaer entertained Comte with a project of a sort of 
Positivi. t colony, which Comte at fir t rejected (" I cannot accept 
your propo al of a sort of Positivi t monastery") ; but Edger main­
tained his idea of an ag1-icultural colony ( 1856) and tells Comte of the 
influence his ideas begin to exerci e i·ound him. Comte think that. 
Modern '.Iimes may, some years hence, "really become a Positivist 
village," and after fifteen or twenty years the "spirituali t centre of a 
Po itivi ·t island [Long I land] which would soon form a eparate 
State in the [United States] Federation." 

If Comte addressed himself to the Jesuits, Robert Qwen tried to 
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convert be king of the Holy .Alliance, Fourier looke 
and later on to the never arriving millionaire, and the 
endeavoured to win over a prince to their idea . It wa Blanqui who 
first struck the note of uncompromi ing revolutionary Socil:l.li m. 

As to Henry Edaer, we learn more about him and J\lodern Times 
from bi pamphlet 1lfode1·n 1 inies, the L abou1· Quest ion and the Family 
(Modern Time , October , 1 155), which contains a fair general tate­
ment and an exposition of Po itivi m. I ignore bi econd tract: B rief 
E, p osition of Religious Posi tivism, (I 56). Hi third " fodern Times 
Tract " is : The Positive Gomrnit,nity : linipse of the Regenemted F ibtu,re 
of the !Iwnum Rctce. A '~rnion Pnctchecl ctt lfode1·n Tim es ... 5th 
September, 1863 (Modern Times, 18G4), which i · curious, a it shows 
his endeavour to put forward something real and tangible about 
Positivist aims. 

Modern Times is best known now by Moncure D. Conway's 
description, Fo1·tnightly Review, 1 65 ; he vi ited it in 1860, and found 
all the Anarchi t arrangements working very well. Of its end he 
reports there, as well as in his A ittobiogmphy, 1904, that '' soon after 
the [American Civil] war broke out, most of those I bad seen there 
sailed from Montauk Point on a small ship, and fixed tlieir tents on 
some peaceful shore in South America" (A iitobiogmphy). I hope that 
fuller accounts are in existence, but have not seen them. 

To return to England, Modern Times was described in Ghc6mbe1·s's 
Journal, December 18, 1852-which ~ have not seen-and in a lecture 
by William Pare before the British Association at Glasgow, 1855, 
printed in the Jounwl of the Statistical Society of London, June, 1856, 
pp. 127-143 (Equitable Villages in Anie1·ica). Here is mentioned 'l'he 
Pm·foclical Lette1· on the P1·inciples and P?·og1·ess of the Equity Move-

. ment, a monthly paper by Josiah Warren, since July, 1854, which like 
the Social Revolutionist and similar papers of early Anarchist experi­
ments in America, seems to be quite inaccessible in Europe. 

* * * These remarks led me a long way from the consideration of the 
pamphlet of October, 1853, mentioned above. I saw it noticed only 
in a paragraph of the Leade1·, October 15, 1853, beaded "New Society 
of Reformers," mentioning that this London Gonfedemtion of Rational 
Rejorme1·s-perbaps the first English .Anarchist group-was "composed, 
we believe, of seceders from" J. Bronterre O'Brien's organisation, the 
National Reform League. This was their" initiatory tract." Perhaps 
a paper that stands nearer to Bronterre O'Brien's party may contain 
further details; Ernest Jones's People's Pape1· contains none. 

Meanwhile I can only add that the only other Anarchist publica­
tion of the fifties which I know is: The Inhrwent Evil of all State 
Gove?'?iment Dernonst1·ated; being a reprint of Edmund Burke's 
celebrated essay, entitled, A Vindication of .J..Ycitiwal Society [1756], 
with notes and an appendix, briefly enunciating the principlei:; through 
which "Natural Society" may be realised. (London, Holyoake & Co., 
1858, vi., 66 pp., 8vo). 1'he notes and appendix are written by an 
unknown author entirely in sympathy with Josiah Warren's ideas, and 
who had been in Modern Times himself. They contain no reference to 
any existing propaganda in England., Perhaps Mr. G. J. Holyoake 
(who knew so well Ebenezer Edger) will be, able to supply the name of 
the author. 

* * * These, then, are such of the scanty traces of a recognition of 
Anarchism in England in the early fifties as I can find. If all these 
authors show no sympathy for Gomrnunism, the reason may be the 
following: Communism without . liberty had been fully tried in the 
Owen, Goodwyn Barmby, Oabet, and other movements. 'l'he strong 
personalities of Owen and Cabet moreover excluded free discussion 
within their ranks; both were elderly men who had been in commanrl­
ing positions before, and at once become uncontested chiefs followed by 
fanatic admirers. Those who loved freedom were necessarily repelled 
by this, and took before all to elaborating the fullest guarantees of per­
sonal freedom, "individual sovereignty," which they found in indi­
vidualist Anarchi m. Only years later, when the authoritarian founders 
of modern Communism had gone, the questions of solidarity, association, 
co-operation, free Communism could be quietly reconsidered, and 
Collectivism, later on Communism, were more generally adopted by 
Anarchists. 

I need hardly add that any further indications on this subjecte-.g., 
where this first English propagandi ·t pamphlet may be found, etc.-are 
more than welcome. 

Kovembe1· 19, 1905. M. N. 
* :X: :;:: 

~· S.-Two days after writing the above, when looking over a 
truly remarkable collection of early literature, my eye cauo-ht a 4-page 
leaflet, bound up among currency tracts, which the owner, an old member 
of the Socialist League, with great kindness let me have, though be had 
only thi copy of it. This is : 

A n Ou tline of the P1·inciples, Ol{jects, ancl 
Regu lations of the London Confederation of Rational Reform e1·s, 

f oimded A iigust, l 5 3, 
by et fei JY1'ivate individiftals of the rniddle and working classes. 

Thi . program, publi bed after the above-mentioned 12-page tract 
No. 1, is an amalgamation of the Anarchi t idea of Wanen and 
Andrew with the general demand of advanced reformers of the time. 
The ideas which the American tried to reali e in small communities 
these Englishmen wanted applied to the whole country ; hence orne 
practical compromi ing, but also the idea of a broad and large 
propaganda. 

ovembe:r:-December, 1905. 

The ecret:uies of the new organisation were A. McN. Dickey and 
A. . Cuddon. With the second uame we re-enter known territory, 
for this is A ?nb1·ose 1u ston Yudclon , who e articles with strong Anarchist 
leaning · in the osrnopolitan Reviei (London, 1861-Feb. 1, '62)­
also in the" Working lf." (1861-62)--1 have long since noticed. 

A chairman of the "Working Man's" Committee he headed 
the deputation which greeted Bakunin on his escape from Siberia 
and arrival in London, January 10, 1862; be also spoke at the famous 
gatheriug in Freemason's Hall, August 5, 1862, when the same com­
mittee welcomed the French delegates to the International Exhibition 
and the idea of the International Working Men's Association was first 
alluded to in public. He had been in America early in 1858, and as 
early as 1841 he was hon. secretary of the "Home Colonisation 
Society,'' an organisation with somewhat more practical, more imme­
diate intentions than the main Owenite body-as he explained in the­
Kew .A[ oral W01·ld, Leeds, February 13, March 20, 1841. The­
Dictiona1·y of .ft ct,tional Biogmphy records Arnb1·ose Cuddon, a Catholic 
publisher and journalist in the twenties. A. C. Cuddon rnay have 
been his son; neither his articles in the sixties no1· the above-mentioned 
1n·og1Yirn, 1853,, lack some useless religious phraseology. From such a 
comparison of ideas and style I conclude that A. C. Cuddon wrote the­
"Program of the Rational Reformers" of 1853, and it is at least p1·0-
bable to rne that he was also the author of the pamphlet in question, and 
very likely also of the notes to Burke's . Vindicct,tion, 1858. 

Noveniber 2 2. M. N. 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

France. 
Comrade Petit has begun in the Temps Nonvectttx of October 7th and 14th a 

lively campaign in favour of the organisation of the shop assistants. He has 
already received several interesting letters from sympathisers. 

Our French comrades have not missed the opportunity afforded by the 
annual levy oF soldiers for the army, which takes place at the beginning of" 
October, to make an active anti-militarist propaganda. The central organ or 
the French trade unions, La Voix clii Pwple, has published carital articles and 
cartoons on this occasion, and the Labour Exchanges of several towns have taken 
a lively part in this agitation. It is hardly necessary to say that the middle­
class Government is very much upset by this on tburst. Searchings and arr ests 
have been made in fifty towns-Brest, Chartres, 'l'oulon, etc.--in which the 
Anti-Militarist Association has its branches. · 

We take the following from the Demonstrator, Washington, U.S. A.:­
"The anti -milit,1ry propaganda is now well under way. In view of the· 

fact that on May I the organised proletariat proposes to 'take ' the eight-
bour working day in spite of the Government, the watch-dog of the exploiting 
class, which may cause trouble, and order the military to shoot to make an 
'example,' as Russia did in Odessa, the workers have placarded every city 
and hamlet of the country with anti-military posters inviting young men to 
desert from the army, and counselling the rank and file not to shoot if onlered 
to do so, and to disobey all commands contrary to their judgment. In Rouen 
eleven men were arrested while placarding such manifestoes. In Brest a bundle 
of the manifestoes were stolen at the post-office and two active comrades 
arrested. Marseilles was very thickly placarded during the night. The autho· 
ri ties are ' investigating. ' 

" The thirty-one signers of th e manifesto in Paris are under arrest. 
"In Epinal, Comrade V. Loguier was arrested. on account of his anti­

military propaganda. 
"In 'foulon a boat was surprised containing anti-military manifestoes and 

pamphlets, weighing fourteen kilos, which were to be distributed among the-
crew of the flagship 'Suffren.' · 

"The groups of Perpignan and Toulon assume their full share of the 
responsibility for the manifesto, and will stand by all those under arrest.'' 

South Africa. 
[Kropotkin has received the following letter from a comrade in 

Johannesburg]. 
The few papers you \.Yere good enough to send me I have received, and there 

was almost a free fight between the comrades for the Il.leb i Yolya. Everybody 
wanted it, and I have no doubt that as soon as I get the paper and literature 
from Geneva I shall be able to sell a lot of it. 

\Ve were all very sorry that you could not accept the offer of the British 
Association. It would have greatly improved your health, and besides 
you would have found South Africa very interesting, especially the natives. 
As regards the British Association, most of their work and lectures were for the 
benefit of the mine owners, and to such an extent that at the most important 
lecture which Professor Darwin delivered, the Mayor of Johannesburg, Mr. 
George Goch, who is also a wealthy mine owner, said "he hoped that when 
the British Association returned to England, they would tell their countrymen 
that Chinese labour was not a failure." . . . 

As I said before, the climate is grand out here, and besides the interesting 
white people here, you will find there are the natives, who are much more 
interesting. Personally, I believe that most of the books about the South 
African natives have been written in Fleet Street by persons who have never 
seen a nigger. I have worked in the mine with thc::m, and lived amongst them 
in Cape Colony, and now I am trading with them ; and I can assure you, dear 
comrade, that I wonlLl rather live amongst them than a.mongst many who call 
themselves "civilised." You can still find amongst them the principle of 
Com munism-primitive Communism. If you give them a bottle of ginger beer 
(of which they are very fond) they will share it amongst them, and if one of 
them buys a loaf of bread they will sit down on the ground and divide it between 
them. If several should eat and others should come in hungry and without 
money, they would sit clown and join in the meal. On unday, one native will 
buy, perhaps, half a sheep, and all his brothers will join in that feast. Next 
time, another brother will buy, and so on. I have seen amongst them such 
brotherly love, such human feelings, such help for one another that are quite 
unknown between "civilised" people. And yet my heart is very sore at times 
when I see them robbed and ill-treated. They must not walk ou the pavement, 
but in the middle of the road. They must not ride in cabs or tram, and in 
the t rains there are separate compartments for them, just like cattle trucks, 
They must have passes a la Russia, and are allowed to live only in the 
"location," those Ghettos set aside for them. They are not allowed to be in 
the streets after 9 p. m., in the land that was once their own-their l!' atherlancl ! 
I co uld write and write about it. 
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CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS. 

A bright little paper, called the Vanguard, ha heen . tarted 
by the ocjal Democrats of Cape Town, South Affr~a. It js 
edited in a broad-minded spirit, and seems full of the figh tjng 
in tinct. A djscu ion on parliamentary method a applied to 
Socjalism has just concluded in No. Comrade Glas e, who 
take the anti-parfomentary po ition, fi ni he with the following 
pirited appeal:-

,, To work ! Let us combine as much a po. ible with a 
view to direct action. There is so much to be done, and o 
many way of contributing to the work, without calling for 
the erection of barricades-however erviceable the e may be at 
t he right time and place. 

"Among other means, trike and boycotts, when under­
taken with intelligence and carried out resolutely, are useful 
for cultivating a manly spirit of tru comrade hip, and, like 
preliminary skirmishes, are an excell ent kaining for the great 
·and final conflict-th General Strike · which ·will also be the 
Social Revolution." 

''A writer in the Labou1· Lea,der, a British publication, 
noting certain decisions rec ntly rendered by the United States 
.Supreme Court, in cases affecting the interests of the Labour 
movement, says:-

'As a word of explanation, let me say that in America 
the judges of the Supreme Court are elected by the people (~ 
fact not generally known in England), and when elected they 
have more power than the House of Representatives, or even 
Congress. The fact, however, that this decision 
against the workers was arrived at by a vote of five to four 
(a majority of one only) shows that it would be an easy 
matter for t.he worker to place a different definition on the 
Constitution by electing the Supreme Court judges from 
among those with pronounced sympathies with labour.' 

"Come to think of it, it seems rather strange that the 
American people haven't thought of this simple remedy for 
t heir troubles. By all means, let us elect another United 
States Supreme CouTt ! If we can't do that we may at least' 
·elect one member of that tribunal so as to turn the minority 
:into a .majority! The possibility here suggested by our British 
friend will strike American readers as news of a rather 
amusing variety, but not more so, on the whole, than some of 
·the news (?) concerning affairs in othel' countries that finds its 
way into the credulou~ columns of many American publica­
-tions."-Ooast Seamen's Joit1·nal. 

"Political freedom is founded on economic freedom. No 
man is truly free unless he is master of the means which supply 
the necessities of life. Economic conditions deteTmine every 
-other. 

" The industrial revolution began long ago. It first 
increased the productive capacity of labour, then increased the 
wealth, and next centred it :in the hands of the few, 11.nd the 
next step in the industrial evolution js the division of wealth 
·equitably among those who produce it. 

"The millionaire and the tramp are produced by the same 
conditions; the one is the concomitant of the other; one has an 
abundance of food and no digestion, and the other an abundance 
·of digestion but no fo '.) d. In the modern times the individual 
possesses the collective tool of industry, and from this spring all 
the present wl'Ongs. The people must sell their labour to the 
man who owns the collective tool of labour; thus one man 
controls the labour of thousands and becomes rich while the men 
who do the work remain poor. We have learned to produce 
wealth in great abundance, but we have yet to learn how to 
di tribute it equitably. 

" One-eighth of the entire population of the United Stat s, 
or 10,000,000, i in a state of chronic poverty, while 3,000,000 
have unk to the bottomless d pths of pauperi m'. The present 
ystem volves from medieval conditions, and mu t oon 

p a away to make room for onward progress.-Eugene V. 
Debs in Common Sense of Los Angeles . 

'' Whut i all thi talk that in t he paapers about 
t he op n shop ? " asked Mr. Hennessey. "Whut i th' open 
hop?" said .Mr. Doole . "Shur 'tis a hop where they kape 

t he dure open t' accommidate th ' con thant stbream of min 
-comin' in t' take jobs cheaper thin th' min whut has th' jobs. 
Tis like thi ', Hinnissey,- uppose wan of these fr e barn 
Amerycan citizens is wurkiu' in an open hop for th' princely 
wages of wan large. iron dollar a day of t in hours. Along 

comes another fr e barn son-of-a-gun, an' he sez t' h' bo s: 'I 
think I cud handle th' j b fer nin ty cin ts.' ' 1 hur , . ez th' 
bo an' th' wan-dollar man ge s h' merry, jingling can' an' 
go ~out into th' crool wurld t' ex rci e his inalienable roig~ts 
a a free b<arn Am rican citizen an' cab on ome other poor 
Clivil. An'. o it goe on, l1innis. ey. An' who gets th' benefit? 
Thru , it ave th' bos money, but he don,'t care J?-O ~ore f?r 
mon y than he does for hi ro-igh t eye. It ~11 :prmm.ple w1d 
him. He hates t' see his min robbed of their rndepmdence. 
They mu t have their indepjndence, reghardE s o~ inythin~ else." 
' ' But," said Mr. Hennessey, "thes open- hop min ye mmshun 
ay they are fer th' union s, if properly conducted." " Shure," 

said Mr. Dooley, '' if properly conducted. And there ye ar-re. 
And how wud they have thim-conducted? No strikes, no rules, 
no conthracts, no scales, hardly iny wages, an' dam few 
mimber ." 

XllI. PS.ALM FOR SL.AVES OF C.API 'r.ALISM. 

The landlord is my shepherd. I shall not want (fOT shear­
ing). H e maketh me to knuckle down in his green pastures. 
He leadeth me by the nose beside the still waters of his 
political mud-puddle. He exploiteth my soul. He leadeth me 
in old paths of capitalism for his game sake. Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of starvation and death I will feat· no 
less evil; for thou art with me to shear me. Thy rod and thy 
staff t4ey come fast upon me. Thou prepareth a table befor~ men 
and banqueteth in the midst of my enemies. Thou anomteth 
my head with toil. My cup of sonow runneth over. Surely, 
curses and poverty shall follow me all the days of my life. 
And I shall dwell in the rented house of the landlord for ever. 
-Rev. T. W. Woodward. 

REPORTS. 

Liverpool. 
We are in the throes of the municipal elections, and there is great sti~ in 

the political camps. Election times often give one much food for reflection. 
One remarkable incident of such times li es in the fact that it is only upon these 
occasions that our politicians become conscious of the existence of that mu?h ­
sutfering animal, the working man. At the present time the walls of our city 
are decorated with flaming posters detailing all the imaginary bene.fits that.h.ave 
resulted from the assumed efficient administration .of the various political 
cliques. One's sense of humour is tickled as one reads the election 
addresses of the various candidates, in which such important items as "Cheap · 
Tramcars " and the "Reduction of Rates " are the most prominent features. ' 
One question, and one which is a matter of much imJ,)Ortance to the toil.ers, 
namely, the in creasing army of unemtiloyed citizens, is not worth men.ti.ou­
ing, and scarcely important enough to find a place among th~ old political 
platitudes which have been given a coat of varnish and are now berng served up 
to the unthinking electors. . ' 
. There is ohe act of legislation of which the great Tory partv .are ~ery 

proud, namely, the Aliens Act. This Act, we know, has bee1~ denounced by 
every right-thinking man in the kingdom, yet. still the. Tones are _proud. 
One, therefore, is not surprised to find a paper like the Liverpool Courier, the 
official organ of the Tory party, throwing open its columns ~o ?ne of the 
defenders of this infamous Act. An ex-legalised spy has .been po1~t111g o1:t the 
dau(Jer run by the constitutional British public by harbourrng onJthen hospitable 
sho1'.'e the aliens who hold Anarchist views. One can afford to smile at such 
efforts to besmirch the characters of the men and women wh0se only crime 
previous to and since they landed on British soil has been t? .raise their voices 
against the tyranny and injustice perpetrated upon lthe to1l111g masses of .all 
nations, whose Jews have enriched English literature, educated ~he ~nghsh 
toiler to a sense of his true position in society, and endowei }nm with the 
11oblest of ideals. If such men and women are undesirables, then heaven 
lielp the British nation. 

October 30. REBEL. 

Canning Town. 
The movement here has taken a fresh lease of li fe, the meetings being well 

attended, and CJreat interest shown in the speeches. There is no l_ack of 
speakers amon~ those assistinCJ .being comrades Goulding, Hare, Monk, 
Mowbray, and Harrigan, and go~d work has been done °?Y all. Owing to the 
large number of unemployed in the district, the sale ~f literature has not been 
very large, but with better times it will undoubtedly improve, ~nd. altogether 
ihe outlook is very promising. Comrades from ot~er parts are rnnted to help 
at these meetings, which are held on unday mornrngs (11.30) a t the corner of 
Woodstock Street, near anning Town tation (G.E.R. ), and at B eckton Road, 
Cannin g Town, in the evening (7 o'clock). 

Clapham. . 
On unda , Nov ember 26, at Morris Hall (I.L.P.), Nor h 'treet, Comrade 

Marsh <Yave an addres on "Anarchism in 'l'heory and Action." Owing to the 
bad we~ther, the attendance was small, but the interest shown by thos~ present 
made up for the lack o.f nnn~ber . .Our comrade'~ staten~ent ~f. Anarchist Com­
munism gave great sat1 faction, as it was sometlnng en_tHely .different from the 
poli t ical palaver whirh is usually hearJ. at I.L. P. meetu?gs-rn Loudon , at any 
rate. The questions and discus ion howed a real desire on the part of those 
present to get at the truth of Anarchism; and al.together the meeting was such 
a success that it is probable that omra.de Marsh will hortly have another chance 
of explaining our ideas. It is quite evident that if those comrades who can 
address meetinCJS would come out of their shells, there are plenty of oppor­
tunitit:is for the~ to do good work in London. 

WANTED, Stepniak's Uncle1·g1·ouncl Russia. Send price to Manager, 
Freedorn Office. 
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TO THE UNEMPLOYED. 

Why are you ut of w rk? 
Rich people ay-b cau e T u are an idler. But you know 

tbat thi i one of their ious li& . 
Politicians, lawyer , and landlord · say beca use th re i 

over-production-too much of everythin -or becau e there i 
over-population. · But all the are a t of lies only to di vert 
your attention from the real cause. 

There are not too many workers in the land, but too many 
people who live on the labourer ' backs; too many dron s in the 
beehive. 

Ther is no over-prnduction, but under-production. 
Is there too much brea,d in thi country? Have we it 

cheaper than in other countrie ? Not at all. 
I there too much meat? Is it . sold at a few farthings a 

pound, and yet find. no buyers? No ; its price goe up every 
year. 

Too mt~ch coal, perhaps-so that our wives don't know how 
to · get rid of it? 

Too mauy cheap houses for the working men ? 
Too much clothing in working men's dwellings ? Too many 

cottons ? Too many blankets for our little ones ? 
There is nothing of the sort. Bread, meat, coals, cottons, 

blankets-everything is too dear for the working man. He 
cannot buy with his scanty wages what he wants of bread and 
other things. 

Everything grows dearer every year. 
Every year there are in: the shops more luxuries for the idle 

gentry, and 1ess necessaries for tbo e who work with their 
hands. 

Why is it so? 
Sixteen million acres of good, arable laud remain idle in 

Great Britain, while wheat, meat, butter, cheese, eggs, are 
imported from other lands. Why: should we not grow them 
at home? 

Two million Englishmen and Scotchmen live in abominable 
slums. Why shoulcf we not build cheap houses for them ? 
Why should not the cibies themselves begin . that building 
at once? 

Why should miners be idle a.nd scoundrelly mine-owners 
raise the price of coal at will? V\Thy should not the miners 
have the mine8, and work them for the benefit of the working 
men? 

The land, the mines, the to~n lands, the quarries-every­
thing is now owned by the rich, and the rich don't want that 
we, common workers, should earn an honest living. They are 
afraid we should become too independent, if we don't starve 
from time to time. 

If all the English working men died of starvation, the rich 
Englishman wouldn't care a straw. They have plenty of blacks 
in Africa, plenty of starving peasants in Egypt, in Turkey, in 
China-everywhere-who will work for them on the land or in 
·the factories, for a few pence a day. There, in those foreign 
land , they inve t there capital, which they have sweated out of 
us here. It pays them better to build rail ways, gun factories, 
cotton mill all over the world, and to keep the land of England 
for their pleasure, while· we starve unemployed. 

Enough of that ! 
We must take and manage that land, those mines) those 

town land ! 'rhey are ours, and nobody else's. \Ve want that 
land, those mines, those factories-not to keep them idle, 
but to get out of them what we, the whole nation, want for 
our living. 

· Let all uuemployed working men come together in every 
town. Let us all see what ther i to be done. 

Then let us go in a mass to our Urban and County Councils, 
and make them under tand it i food we need at once, then 
work. 

No so-called relief work, no work for charity, but r al work, 
useful work. 

[We rnake no apologies /01· ?'ep1·inting the above fi'oni Freedom of 
Janua1·y, 190-' . It is unfo1·ti,,ncbtely as t1·ue now as tlien.] 

South America. 
The Government of Argentina has again declared martial law-a repetition 

of its. tactics. of 1902, establi hed in order t o destroy th e labour organisations. 
~art1al ~aw rn Argentina means complete suspension of the legal or consti t u­
tional rights of the citi zens. This state of affairs was inaucrurated by the 
ruling classes with the help of the governmental machine in ~rder to prevent 
the W?rkers from uniting and obtaining be tter conditions. During the time of 
handling the crops is the. best time t o strike, and the only opportunity to make 
demand upon the exploiters. Th e workmen several times took advantage of 
thi opportunity, but now that the Government has shown itself to be emphati· 
ca~ly a capitalist auxiliary their tactics will have t o be changed. It is a sure 
tluncr that as long as the workers will vote for a Government they will have 
one to oppress them. All methods ju tify the ends of plutocracy ; workers 
should bear this in mincl and be on their guard. · 
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