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The Amsterdam Congress. 

All Anarchists are not agre.ed as to the i1tility of' congresses, 
but even those most opposed will feel some satisfaction at the 
success of the gathering at Amsterdam. The most encouraging 
feature of the Congress was. the evident sincerity displayed by 
all comrades to discuss points with the one desire to arrive at 
clear and, if possible, unanimous conch1sions. Unanimous 
or not, however, the autonomy of every' 11a:tion, and of every 
group was upheld in the true Anarchist spirit. 

The s~1bjects for discussion were given in out last issue, and 
it will be sufficiel).t to remark here how much is gained, even in 
theoretical discussion, by following the lines of the. economic 
struggle. Whatever differences of opinion may exist as _ to 
tactics, the one great aim of the emancipation of the workers by 
the overthrow of the present economic system with its ever­
lasting curse of wage-slavery unites all comrades in the inter-
national propaganda: _ 

The question may be asked, what will be gained for the 
movement by all the resolutions adopted at the Congress? 
Well, much will be gained, and the reason is not far to seek. 
There are times 1-·~;rhen congresses are necessary to the life of a 
movement. Such times do not fall periodically on the same 

~ month of every year. They arise in the course of social evolu­
tion through a multitude of circumstances over vvhich the 
comrades ·rriay have little or no ·control. There are psychological 
moments .for . cong~esses a~ there are for ev_erything else, and the 
success of the Amsterdam Congress will he found to be attri­
butable to a lar:ge extent to the fact that it has caught the 
" flowing tide " at the commencement of an era that is just 
opening with untold possibilities for advanced movement. 

Historically speaking, the Anarchist movement has to-day 
arrived at a most interesting phase of its development. \iVhilst 
for many years much abstract and possibly necessary discus'sion 
has taken place as to the relation of Anarchism to the various 
problems of social life-such, for instance, as organisation, Com­
munism_ and individual liberty, crime and punishment., and so 
on-one great fac.t has been slovvly but surely developing itself, 
viz., that Anatchist aims and methods could find an immense 
field for action in the organised Labour movements of the present 
day. Our, French comrades have seen tbis, and have followed 
these lines with remarkable success, whilst the Russian revolu­
tion has shown to the 'vorld of Labour the unlimited possibilities , 
of the General Strike. 

Out of this has arisen the propaganda of Direct Action, in 
reality old as time, but new to this State-ridden generation. The 
Amsterdam Congress cqrnes at the light moment, in the midst 
of all this renewed life and activity ; and the discussions as to 
the future developments in the economic struggle cannot but 
have healthy and encouragi!1g results for the movement. · 

It mnst be remembered, however, that all this could not have 
· been achieved without the tireless · efforts made by our Dutch 

comrades, in the face of great difficulties, to bring this gathering 
to a successful issue. We hope all our friends will feel deep 
satisfaction at the results, and that the large section of our 
anti-militarist comrades in Holland will feel their great cause 
has gained by the event. 

\iV e are not of those who think that the quarrels and disputes 
cannot at times have fruitful results, but in face of the calumnies 
of the capitalist and Social Democratic press we translate from 
La Guerre Sociale the estimate of the Amsterdam Congress 
given by two French capitalist papers. I 

L e Matin says :- "The delegates have left Amsterdam in 
perfect· accord: the work of the Congress was considerable :. 
durin~ s~,ven days it held eighteen meetings of several hours' 
durat10n. 

Le Journal goes even further. "The Anarchists," it says, 

"have o·iven an example of zeal and love of work. _I have 
' 5 ' 
seldom seen congresses work so seriouslv. All listened with 
attention, ·taking notes in a religious ;ilence, observing a 

• perfect diRcinhne." · 

The Trade ·union Congress. 

It has been frequently urged by Parliamentarians that if no 
practical re~ults could be gained by elections, at least it would 
mean good propaganda to have Socialists in the House. They 
would, s0 to speak, have the ear of the nation. Well, the 
nation has. been listening with all its ears, but what has reached 
them from the oracles of the Gospel of Discontent may safely be 
regarded as a negligible' quantity. It may fairly be surmised 
that the winter of their discontent has been changed to. summer . 
by the glorious .sum of £200 per annum. Such is life- politically 
speaking. · 

The gathering of Trade U njonists at Bath enables us to 
draw some conclusions as to the effic;-o cy of such a gathering for 
the ad van cement of Labour matters compared to the ''sounding 
board" of the House of Commons; It is, of course, 
quite obvious that the work of the Congress is made up of 
"pious resolutions,'; sin:iply intended as a spur to the Govern­
ment to speed up its gear in this or that direc~ion. It is 
equally clear that unless these resolutions are backed by a 
vigorous or even a threatening agitation amongst the masses, the 
Government will'' wink the other eye" and play the capitalist 
game. All this goes without saying. But the point to be 
notic.ed is that the very people who are E?ither dumb or 
indifferent in the House have been able to speak a little of 
their minds at the Congress, and give a little certitude to 
their ideas. 

Now, as a matter of fact, the Labour movement is starving for 
the need of bold ideas that will infuse into it a rnoi'e audacious 
spirit and bolclel' action. It is still stricken with a conservative 
spirit nud the wretched habit of w1:1,iting on ''leaders'' and 
officials, whn are very busy compromising with the c~pitalist 
and frittering away the initiative of the Unions for a mess of 
miserable political pottage. So that, small as may be the results 
of the resolutions passed at the Congress, they will at any rate 
help to s'tir the sluggish waters, and in their tendencies mark a 
considerable advance on what have been proposed for many 
years past. . .. . 

Except for tho~e who have never thrown off the Jlngo fever, 1t 
will be g:ratifying to see how the Congre_ss has disposed of the 
question of a Citizen Army. The ha1o of this military glory is 
not destined a,s yet to surround that sublime martyr of t'he 
Stuttgart Congress; who returned with an advertisement that 
must have aroused the envy of" Pears' Soap.'' 

Two other resolutions are noticeable, the one affirming the 
rjght to strike, the other opposing the principle of compulsory 
arbitr.ation in Labour disputes. As to the former, it is simply 
astonishing that amongst men who are supposed to know the 
.history of the Labour movement such a right should ever have 
been called in question. It is only another instance of that 
wretched spirit noticeable in many Englishmen who boast of the 
lib'erty they enjoy, and hypocritically turn round and deny the 
very means by which those liberties were gained. · 

No doubt the n·ews that reaches us from New Zealand has 
done most of all to give the death-blow to compulsory arbitration. 
Possibly some of the wise men of the Labour movement will 
from interested m0tives still urge this as a "reform,'' but we 
j magine the workers will not be so easily misled. They are 
slow to see their mistakes, it is true. But of late their 
''leaders'' have given them such amazing instances of blundering 
stupidity and worse, that they are rapidly being educated into 
the ueed for · a new departure. In a few years we shall see 
them turning in disgust from politics to direct action.-
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~OTES. 

THE CosT OF PRIVATE PROPERTY. 

We note that one day's work at the "Old Bailey" and the 
Clerkenwell Sessions gives the following rnsults of the law's effo1-t.s in 
protecting private property. 

'l'he property " apprnpriated" was as follows :-Two pairs cf boots, 
one watch, boots, shoes and costumes (number not i'nentioned). 

In addition, there was one case of highway robbery, one · Cit!'ie of 
embezzlement, and one of forgery . . Independent of the causes that may 
have driven people to these :::tcts, one is struck by the comparntive 
triviality of them all-compared, for instance, with the huge rnbberies 
perpetrated every day by landlords and capitalists. 
· The punishment meted out for these crimes wol'ks out as follows:­
Nine individuals will suffer in varying terms imprisonment amounting 
in the gross to eight years, eleven months and three weeks. Nine 
persons degraded and probably confirmed in thei1· "criminality"; the 
certainty that all this will cost twenty or thirty times the value of the 
property stolen ; and finally, all the degradation of the police and spy 
system to bring these victims to " justice "-this is the price of one 
·day's work in protecting private property. Meanwhile the sweater, 
the stock-jobber and big rogues generally are having a high time as the 
·pets of "society." This S;1.me society seems to act on the principle: 
first make your criminal, then punish him. 

CRIMINALS vVHo 'are CRIMINALS . 

To give an idea by what colossal crimes the "pilhrs" of this 
society are maintained, we quote the following from Conco1·cl for 
August:-

Groups of capitalists in England, Germany, and France sell the money, 
explosives, and· weapons whereby the various nat ions of the world maintain 
themselves on a foot ing of ii1efen ce and offence agai1ist their neighbours 
and rivals. As a conseque ncP, in <W ery cou ntry colossal interes ts rally 
by instinct to "the flag" and foster the worst excesses of the Jingo spirit. 
It thus happens that the intrigues of for eign consuls, the wire-pullings of 
Ambassadors, the ups ancl downs of a dozen different Stock Excha11ges, the 
fall of Ministries, and the advent to p ower of new Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs may be intimately connected with t he pushing of particular com­
mercial interests having ec.onomic ramificatious penetrating deeply into the 
industrial life of mod ern States . The recent war in South Africa, th e policy 
of the "9pe11 door" in China- blown " open " by Christian gunpowder-the 
French adventure in 111orocco , and the war scare created in France and 
throughout Europe by the , iuterposition of Germany-all these are instances 
of the utterly unscrupulous character of the "business elem ent" in 
mod ern politics and of the dange r of committing the credit and good name of 
one's country into the keeping of the Stock Exchange patriot, who regards 
"the flag" as "our" greatest asset, and the Army as a sort of hydra-headed 
bum-bailiff, rent-collector, and "chucker-out. " In recent a.rticles in Pages 
Li'bres, M. Delaisi pointed out with great wealth o'f detail how the r ecent 
diplomatic friction between France and <1ermany in matters con nected with 
Morocco and the East was but the poli tical expression of an nuder-current of 
commer cial rivalry between two great rival groups of speculators auu trading 
combinations in France and Germany, both conttnding for e..c onornic supremacy 
in Morocco and Asia Minor, and both disguising their· ambitions and their 
threats (uttered by the mouths of their fngl emen and dines dam1iees in the 
Jingo Press of France and Germany) uuder the thin mask of patriotism n.1Jd 
national honour. 

The perusal of this can arouse but one feeling : What revolution 
would not be a blessing that could overthrow such a system ? 

THE , S1'UTTGART CONGRESS • . 

One may truly ask, what on earth did the Social Democrats meet for 
at Stuttgart? 'l'o discuss Socialism? Not a bit of it. For self­
glorification, perhaps? Largely it would seem, judging by results. 
For except that Herve, by his splendid, invincible logic, reduced 
Behel to ashes, nothing seems to have been gained by all the 
fussing and fuming. Fancy the grand idea of Socialism being frittered 
<lown to a discussion of "Colonial Policy:' and a "Citizen Army" ! 
Where amongst the Social Democrats shall we find true Socialism? 
Spite of their red flags and their high-sounding phrases, they have 
deserted their revolutionary ideals and become a party of political 
opportunists. True Socialists will recognise the future is not for these 

comprnmi:o;ers; they belong to the pi:ist, or rather they will be i:ibsorbed 
uy the bomgeois. Already the wo1·ker8 are awakening to the fact .that 
their emancipation cannot be gained by the politician, but must result 
from their own initiative and organisation. 

THE INTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST CONCRESS. 
The long-expected Congress was held, as announced, at Amsterdctm, 

from the 24th to the 3lst of last month. Not a few journeyed there 
with doubt in their hearts, but true Anar'chist doubt, open to · all 
reasonflble persuasion . And s0me there were who had no doubt of the 
succ.ess of the Congress, and their conviction prevailed. It was not so 
rnnch the formal declnration of the fonnation of the Anarchist Inter­
national, as the immediate recognition of the alrnady exi~ting Inter­
national, that gitve to the Congress the aspect and atmosphere we call 
success. It was the clear manifestation of this pre-existent and 
indestructible unity that smothe1·ed the pe1·sonalities of the preliminary 
sitting. 

And,, surely, . the . fact of a reception of delegates spontaneously 
transforming itself into a p1 eliminary sitting is eviElence in itself of the 
earnestness of those del~gates. How different from the bourgeois 
receptions, where gossip and refreshments are the only unifying 
principles. Not that the refres~1ments of the luxurious Plancius Hall 
we1·e unattractive; they wern quite bomgeois in their refinement, 
judging by the difficulty Comrade Malatest:t had in procming a bit of 
dry bread. 

. On the Sunday we had a foretaste of the week to come in the 
speeghes of delegates from eight count1·ies at the well-attended public 
meeting in the Hall ga,rden. It was a delight to see the keen attention 
of the crowd, and it was fine to see the enthusiasm of each speaker 
unrufiled by the fact that pt"obably not one in the crowd understood 
a word of the language used. (But then, do crowds always understand 
their own lai)gnnge ?) The translatol's also had a foretaste of the week 
to come. Their services thronghout cannot be over-estimated, fo1· it is 
particulady difficult to translate what one is not in entire sympathy 
with, as was frequently the case during the sit.tings. 

Monday morning was wasted on a discussion of the agenda. It was 
heated at times, but it must be recorder! to the CL'edit of the Congress 
that a single adjournment of ten minutes was sufficient to give the 
proceedings the fair start for an otherwise clear week. Reports on the 
movement were first taken. Of special interest were those from 
Belgium, Holland, Switzedand

1 
the United States, Germany, Bohemia, 

and Russia. It w:.s interesting also to hear that the restless Balkan 
States are awakening to the possibilities of true revolution. But if 
there is one thing we must take to heart it was the overshadowing of 
the English i·eport by that of the foreign groups in England, We 
hope that this will be rectified at the next Congress, and it can only be 
so by an increased activi ty and devotion on our part. 

'l'he second day opened with the chief question before the Congress, 
that of organisation. As was pointed out by one of the speakers, the 
Congress itself was a sign of evolution towards organisation. 'l'he 
popular impression that Anarchists desire the complete destruction of 
all organisation was shown to be due to the mistake in supposing that 
society is alre:1.dy organised. The discussion showed constant tendencies 
to ovedap the practice of organisation, but on the whole the 
speakers · were cleat· and decided on the necessity of embodying 
the theory of 01·ganisation in the theory of Anarchism. Many 
attempts were made to define individualism, but this was 
a.bandonecl for all recognised that it can only be achieved in a 
society imbued with the Comm unist principle of toleration, just as 
Communism without free individualism is unworthy of the name. But 
two definite kinds of individualism were discovered,-bourgeois 
individualism, self only; and Anatchist individualism, self and all. 
lbsen's " lonely man the strongest" theory was condemned by one 
speaker. Another pointed out· that Dr. Stockman was at no point in 
the play so far from being alone as at. the end, when he declares this 
theory. Opinions were divided as to the necessity of 01·ganisation for 
propaganda., but the avidity with which the comrades booked addresses, 
nnrries of papers and pamphlets, and all information of use to their pro­
paganda showed that some ·at least felt the necessity of being in direct 
touch with other countries !or that purpose alone. And when Wcame 
to the question of helping comrades threatened with imprisonment it 
/was declared with shame that we leave it to the organised Freethinkers 
and Soci:t.lists to work up the demonstrations that alone can insure 
their liberation. 

We do not organise because we are afraid of authority growing up 
in our organisations, said one speaker, and opened an interesting discus­
sion on the nature of authority, the force authority of the State and 
the moral authority of the most active, intelligent or capable among 
us. The only way to abolish the latter is to educate all so that they 
may perceive the independence underlying every individuality. With 
this as the first principle of education, and federalism without executive 
for our organisation, the Anarchist movement will lead to a state of 
society in which social, economic, or sexual subordination will be 
impossible, 

r:rhis discussion of theories having cleared the ground for the prac­
tical work of organisation, a priva.te sitting was held, the result of which 
was communicated in a resolution declaring the foundatio~ of the 
Anarchist International and the formation of an International 
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·Correspondence Bureau. This Bureau has, of conrse, absolutely no 
-executive duties, being simply to facilitatA the exchange a.nd distribu­
tiorl of information from all countr:ies. No doubt, many will continue 
·to correspond direct with other countries, and the Bureau is r,wt 
;intended to supplant this far · more vital rela~ionship; inrleed it is hoped 
that thl'Oug,h the Bureau it will be established wb.el'ever it is wanting. 
.rl'he only other duty of the B11rean is to found international archives, 
Jtnd for this future historians of the Anarchist movement will look 
.back with gri:ttitude on the Amsterdam Congres~ . . 

The thir<l important matte1' was then taken : the relations of 
Anarchists and Syndicalism-that is, Trade Unionism . At ffrs~ theie 
,seemed to be a hopeless division on the point of whether Anarchism i::; 
·helped or hindered by action within the ranks of the Labom' movement, 
but when those who most strongly ad voc<l.ted it expla.ined what 
important changes had been effected in those Unions where Allarchists 
had been · at wo1·k, and showed . also tha.t they did not look upon 
.Syndicalism, or revolutiori~u·y Trade U nioni~m, as sufficient in itself to 
manage the revolution and open the _new era of liberty, there were 
found to be a. great many more in favour of suc_h action tlrn.n had been' 
:Supposed. The Trade Unions are a means of propagand<l. and agitation; 
we must at all costs keep in touch with the mass movement; we must 
not create Unions that will compete with other Unions; if we are foi· 
-the \vorkers, we must be for the workers' organisations and revive 
therein the revolutionary spirit whi~h w'e lose when we get ont of 
-touch with the mass movement.. These are some of the chief senti­
·ments of the discussion. The other sjde was not wanting. \Ve must 
not confound Anarchism with Popula.rism, 'Ye must in no way tolerate 
authority of a:uy kind, we must not subordinate the importa.uce of the 
individual to the momentary welfare of the ·mass. But at tlie end the 
·Con.gress was unanimous that in so fa1· as the Trade Unions can he 

· used for propaganda. and agitation, Anarchists · sl10nld become active 
Trade Unionists, and that, rather than fol'm Anarchist Unions every 
.effort should be made to prepare the evolution of the existing Unions 
-towards the acceptance of Anar-chist ideas through the propaga,nda of 
the Gtneral Strike and Expropriation. 

But it is impossible to condense in this short report the deliberations 
of-eighteen sittings. ·We shall publish later an extensive report from 
notes taken at the Congress, and also the text of an · the resolu­
·tions adopted by the Congress. This is only to tell that a hundred 
Anarchists dicl not meet in vain, but carried ttW<"ty with therri something 
more tangible than the inspiring fellowship which some of them will 
nevertheless consider the most valuable result of the first International 
Anarchist Congress. · 

IN DEFENCE · OF ANARCHISM. 

Humanity's embracement of the principles of utilitarian philosophy 
has been in inverse proportion to the hold exercised over the minds of 
.children Rnd adults by the dark serpent of theological superstition. 
Undedying ali S()Cial progress is the first law of Nature, the Inw of 
.-self-preservation ; and so long as man could live unto himself, for the 
most part he paid little attention to the wants of his fellows. Or:ly as 
he realised that from time to time be ran risks of being deprived of his 
.existence and means of sustaining his being did he consent to ever­
increasingly recognise the obligations he was unde1· to his fellows. 
.A. nd so we find that individual selfishness lies at the root of all social 
and industrial development, the apparent growth in the altruistic mode 
of expressin·g individual selfishness lrn.ving no relntion to the primary 
,selfishness of the individual's desires. Thus we find in the tribal state a 
.slow decay in the massacring of prisoners oi war in order t o turn 
them to account as sfa.ves; thus does chattel slavery give way to free 
-slavery; thus has a dominant class ever conceded advRntages to those 
under the yoke of their oppression. In the mRrch of industrial 
-progres·s altruism hRs played no part, the utilitarian instincts begotten 
of the self-preservation desire have ever been the deciding foctors; 
-and not a dualistic crossing of altruism and egotism, bnt a -naturally 
.evolved egoism explains the nature of the individual's progress in Com­
munistic inclinations. So much for the State and the economic aspects 
of man's developme1it. It is now my intention to glance for a moment 
.at the individ nal or id<;lalistic side oft the subject. 

As the reader can well see, tl~e nature of a species can be wholly 
.changed as a result of tbe modifications i:esulting from the pRssage 
through a series of environments; but only the ·exp1·ession is modified 
in the case of the effect of factors operative in the environment on the 
nature of an individual member of the specieR. By adding to 

.or substracting from the ethical factors in a human's environment, 
therefore, it is possible to dive1·t the inclination of that person from one 
. channel to another. In the meantime it should never be forgotten that 
- ~conomic conditions are continually tending to alter the individual's " 
attitude towards abstract ideas, and to occasion a ·modification as a 
-result of the action and re-action which exists between the abstract 
idealism of philosophy and the economic determinism of industrial 
.conditions. · 

·F~om this it can be seen to follow as a necessary consequence that, 
whilst the slowly dying fires of theology's hell and the decay of heaven 's 
immortal glory have served to divert men's minds more and mJl.·e from 
:a regard for a metaphysical paradise for a consideration of how best to 
benefit themselves here, and have made for a negation of godly 
.endeavour only to secui-e a more devoted consecration to humanitarian 

effort. Whilst, on the one hand, it is true of the resultirjg mental 
attitude of those who have freed their n1i11ds from the thraldom of 
Motlier Church, on the other, economic conditions al'e more and more 
making for a. modification of churchly influence on the minds of men. 
In the fact of this action and i·e-action so existing is to !,>e found the 
cause of our present chaos R,lld uucertRinty in all revolutiona1·y propa­
gR,nda, our only emancipation from which will be fou11d in the intellectual 
and ecq110mic destinies whieh coQstitute the ,logic shaping the ends of 
communities as well of individuals. "Whilst individ1>1ally, therefore, 
man may be said by virtue of his heredity to largely mould his environ­
·meut to his own ends, the ideals aud inclina.tious of the race are 
Jlloulded by exterrrn1 conditions. Hence, socially a creRture of circum­
stances, man is in<lividtrnlly ~t free being capable of influencing his 
environment, as also of adapting it to his own ends. Only in so far, 
therefore, i:is he is a member of · a society which recognises his natural 
freedom c11n he identify his inte1·ests with that of society; and only in 
proportiori as he realises the influence society exernises in the moulding 
of the character of the race , can he consciou:,;ly contribqte to the secure­
ment of his own freedom a'nd that of his postel'ity, along the lines of 
least resistance. Hence t.he natural evolution of man, his place in society 
and his attitude towards abstract problems which have often supplied an 
excuse· for mundane nctivity, only serve to emphasise humanity's 
potential possession of the cardinal principles of Anarchist Comm·unism, 
of ,mankind's present prnmise of· its inevitable anivnl at that state or ' 
society which shall witness the combination of absolute individual 
liberty with the greatest amount of social order. With the many 
coerced by the. fe•y, the only "order" existent at prernnt is that of 
disorder; with all enjoying the ad vantages of a free society there can · 
only exist the true harmo.ny of · a social order based on an enlightened 
soda.I expression of individual happiness. 

In 01·der that we might the better understand this phase of our 
sttbject it is perhaps HR well to note Spencer's contribution to the con­
sideration of society ns a social organism. Referring to the individual 
ns a. nnit in society, he notes the tribal tendency to a small aggregation 
of individnal units, augri1enting insensibly in mass. At first, the com­
munities thus formed seem strnctm·eless, so simple is the nature of 
their structure. In the course of their development, however, they 
become more and more complex, and· the mutual dependence . of - their . 
component parts or units become more and more firmlyestablished, until 
at last the life of ea.eh unit is ouly n:1ade possible by the consent and 
activity of the remaining pRrts. And, to complete his analogy, Spericel' 
shows that the life of society is interdependent of, and far more pro­
longed tlian, the lives of any of its component units, which are 
conceived only to grow, v"ork, reproduce and die, while the body politic, 
v.1hich is composed o.f t1_1em, survives generation after generation, 
increasing in mass, in completeness of structure aud in fundional 
·activity. This is society _ns we know it, the state iu which lhe indi­
vidual is made by schoolmRster and nurse, by priest and politician, a 
unit existing merely for the well -being, :itot of the whole organism, but 
of the consumptive or parasitical portion of the organism; or, to vary 
our conception, in which the working section just have sufficient food 
to keep the cen~ml stomach ·of the organism in activity, whilst the vitals , 
of the organism a1·e being eaten .away by the parasitic growths Eving in 
luxury on its activity. · 

As Spence!' points out, ho\~ever, whilst up ·to the point named the 
analogy between society and biological organism would seem to be 
complete, t.he comparison entirely breaks down in that th~ body cells 
R,re of no importance in thE;Jmselves, but are only of value in so far as 
they contribute to the well -being of the whole; whilst, in the case of 
the State, it having no corporate consciousness, its existence is only of 
impol'ta.llce in so far as it contl'ibutes to the happiness of the individual. 
In the case of the animal, it is well that the directive power should be 
c·entral, inasmuch as the cellular consciousness is corporate, and there­
fore central. But as the conscioi.1sness ' in society of its units is 
individnal, the directive force must be individua.l, and hence all central 
autho1·ity is artificinl and an impe1-tinent imposition. Only by the opera­
tioll of internal canons of thought, only by the individual's gl'Owth in the 
direction of social feeling, by vii tue of his own experience and observa­
tion, can he learn to identify his own interests with that of the com­
munity's well-being. A ceutral activity, devoid of conscious control, 
cannot do this, for there exi~t no nervous tissues to convey the results 
of central legislative effort to all pa its of the body politic a_nd inspire the 
units of legislati~e vitality. Moral suasion, educative endeavoul', 
rational conviction-these are the only forces which will accomplish 
this desirable end, and inasmuch as Anarchist Communists stand for 
these ends as well a.s for tlie ideals already enunciated, they need have 
no fear of submitting their principles to anRlysis in the mental 
laboratory of reason. 

GuY A. ALDRED . 

Strike in the Argentine . ·Republic. 

The following is an extract from a letter from South America, 
dated July 28th :-

"There wa.s a very violent strike a few days ago at the Porto( Bahia Blanca 
in the south or the Province of Buenos Ayres. Killed a11d wounded OU 

both sides. (Two Irishmen fighting for their masters, I am s0rry to say, as 
Irishmen too of' ten do.) · Magnificent demonstration of solidarity on the part of 
the workers all over the Republic. Strike over yesterday; the mer. gaining all 
they demanded. The capitalist in this country is beginning to sing very 
small. Things have wonderfully changed, thanks to general strikes." 
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FAITH AND MORALITY. 

D oubt has long enough been accused of im moi-ality, b nt the 
im morality of dogmatic faith can be equally maintained. · To believe 
is to asse?'t ns real t o myself th a. t which I s imply con ceive as possible in 
itself, sometimes as impossible. This is seeking t o b ui ld up an artificial 
truth, a merely apparent tn1th. At the sn,ri10 time it is shutting one 1s 
eyes to the objective truth 1 thrm;ting it aside beforehand without 
knowing anything about it. The greatest ene my of hum an progress is 
the p1·esiipposition . 'l'o reject not only the more or less doubtful 
solutions, which every one may bring forward, but the problems them­
selves-that is flat ly anesting the forward m ovement. Faith from that 
point of. view becomes indolence of thought. 

Indifference even is often superior to dogmatic ,faith. One who is 
indifferent says: "I do not care to know." But he adds: "I will not 
believe." The believet' wants t o believe without knowing. The first 
remai11s at least perfect.1y sincern towards himself, while the other tries 
to ensuare himself. Therefore, whatever may be the question, doubt 
is better than the pei·petual affirmation, better than the ren unci~tion 
of all personal initiative, which is called faith. This kind of intellectual 
su icide is inexcusable, and that which is still more strange is the 
pretension to justify it, as i,; constantly done, by invoking moral 
reasons. -:\forality shonld command the mind to search without resting 
-that is to say, precisely to guard itself against failh. ': 'l'he dignity 
of believing!" you reply. Man has too often, all thr.ough history, 
rested his dignity upon errors, and truth has at fir::;;t appeared to him 
to be a lessening of himself. The tr::1th iR not always so faii· as the 
dream, but its advantage is that it is true. In the domain · of 
thought there is nothing more moral than trnth; and when 
truth cannot be secured through positive . knowledge, nothing · is 
more moral than <1.oubt. Doubt is dignity of mind. \Ve must , 
therefore, drive out of ourselves the blind respect for cei·tain 
principles·, for cel'tain beliefs. We must be able to question, scl'lltinise, 
penetrate ev_erything. Intelligence should not cast down its eyes even 
before the object of its adoration. A tomb in Geneva beai·s this 
inscription: "Truth hn.s a face of bl'a.ss, and those who have loved 
Truth will have faces of brass like hel'. " But, it will be said, if it is 

· irrational to affirm in our thoughts as true tbat which is doubtful, still 
it will sometimes hiwe to be affirmed in cwtion . May be; but it is 
always a provisional situation and a conditional affirmation: I do this, 
supposing it to be my duty, even supposing that I can have au absolute 
duty. A thousand acts of that kind cannot establish a truth. A great 
number of martyrs have made Christianity triumph ; a little reason may 
be sufficient to overthrow it.. Besicies, how much h nmanity would gain 
lf all self-sRc1·ifice were done out of regard for i:;cience, and not for 
faith-if one died, not to defend a belief, but to dil':<cover a truth, how­
ever small it might be. That was what Empedocles and Pliny did , and 
what in onr time men of science, physicians, explorerR do . . How many 
lives were lost of old to assert objects of an unsound faitb, which might 
have been utilised for humanity and science !-M. Guyau . 

ANARCHIST INTERNATIONAL. 
. -

DEAR Co.M:RADES,- The Anarchist Congress at Amsterdam has 
thought it U:';efnl to create rm orgn.n of communication between 
comrades of different countries, and has nomin ated t o t his end an 
International Correspondence Bure<lu. This Burea. u has no other duty 
than to facilitate th3 relations between those who cannot correspond 
directly with each other, and to bring to the k no wledge of all concerned 
the news and propositions which will be communicated to it. 

The Bureau has al so the duty of . organising archives of the 
Anarchist movement, which should be a t the di sposal of all the 
comr-ades. 

To be able to folfil its work the International Bur eau appeals to all 
Anarchists to send a t least two copies of all the publications concerning 
the movement. 

'.l'he International Bureau opens at the ·same time a snbscription 
to cover the deficit left by the Amsterdam Congress, and to raise 
necessary funds for the expenses to be involved by the Burea u. The 
Bureau will publish shortly the resolutions accepted by the Congress , 
a11d nsks the different gt·onps a nd federations to send in, as soon as 
possibla, the number of copies they wish to receive. 

With fraternal greetings, for the International Bureau, 
A. SCHAPIRO, Secretai·y. 

All communications, snbscriptions, publications, etc., to Le sent to 
A. Schapiro, 163 Jubilee Street, London, E. 

TO COMRADES AND .FRIENDS. 

\Vith the next number F1·eedorn complete~ its twenty-first year .of 
life. It has lived through some of the worst years of reaction and in 
fnce of many difficnlties. vVe intend to commemorate the occasion by 
publishing special articles from well-known writers relating to the 
history and progress of the Anarchist movement in England. It will 
be a good opportnnity for comrades to make a special effort in pushing 
the sale of the paper. · 

ANARCHISM IN LIVERPOOL. 

OE the steady growth of A na rchis t th ought a.nd sentimen t there can b e­
no. do ubt. Go wht' re on e wi ll, one fin (h the economics of C ommunism b ein g 
ever iu creasingl y embraced by those wh0 insis t on iudividu)ll freed om in th e­
s trictes t sense of th ose term~. This is par ticularly true of Liv\rpool; where, 
on the occasion of my recent visit, I found . a co1isiderable leaven of 
Anarchism amidst the general ideas of the man in the street. Th e grou p 
here has l't>CeL tly drawn several of · the most active Social Dt~mocrnt:;; over 
from a pseud o-Marxianism to B1kuninism, and in the Clarion CMe-the 
central S 1Jcialist club here-several syrnpathiers with the principlt>s of 
Comnrnuism :n ;e to be found. · Another -pleasing feature of the propaganda 
is the general atten t ion which is p 'tid t o the A11archist lectures, which o:fiers 
a curious coutrast to the general impatience which characterises the­
attitude of the open-air audiences to tbe pleas of Social Democrats for 
sending members of their body to Parliament. There can be 110 doubt tl1at 
local conditions have largely helpt>d forward the propaganda. There is the 
Irish section, which is somewhat aunuyed at the land lord ism of the­
Redruonrl party, and are accordingly coming more and more under t h e in ~ 
flu euce nf the 'Simi Fein nwveruent. Then there i:> the growth of the 
Freethougltt Tll<1vement, tltA seeds of the prngress of which were sown in the­
sectarian strife between Protestant and C-ttholic; whilst the poverty of the 
s lum s here bas servt>d to demoust1ate the necessity for a drastic remedy .. 
·Fiually, a,ll tbe members of the group are careful students of Spellcer, 
Morris, Kropotkin, and am i1ever tired of analysing the carefully evolved' 
·theoriPs uf the fir,:;t named in the light of tbat practical sympathy begotten· 
of experience. Al~hough only organised in Juue, the English movement ii!­
_st rnng ht:>re, whibt the ~ame 18 true of the.Jewish and Sp::wish movements . 
vVitlta l·; the Anarchi8t propaganda in Liverpool is Oil as tirm a foundatiou 
as une cou ld wish for, and its fervour is rapi<lly speadiug to 11eiglibonring 
cities. · GuY A. ALDRED. 

MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

· (AiigHst 11-September 12.) 
F'RrrnDOM Guaran tee Fwid- ·H. Glasse 5s., A. M. 10s. 

FREEDOM Su.h.scriptions.-J. Hoyle ls, G. Senior ls. 6d., Mrs. 0 . 2s., J. Doll 
ls . . 6d.; K E. F. M. ls. 6d., L. Gray 2s. 

Sales -of F1t1rnn o ~r. -T. Melinsky 2s., H. Taylor 2s., Goodman ls. 8d.r 
A. Howie ls, D. Wormald. ls. 4d., B. F. ls., B. Greenblatt, ls. 9J. ,. 
S. Levin 2s. , R Gundersen 4s., Mi;:cellaneous 3s. 6d . 

Pam.phlet ctnd Book S ales .-J. Hoyle, ls. , J. Ma~Ara 3s., G. V. A. 7s. 4d., 
H . Taylor 2s. 4d., J W . Fleming £ 1, E. G. Smith 8s., F. Large 3s. 9d., 
T. S. ls, C. L. Govn.n 12.,. 4cl., Goodman 3s., M. Boas 12s., H. Orr ls. 9d. ,, 
8. Levin ls. , T. N. Melimky 2s., S. Davis ls. 9d., Miscellaneous 5s. 10d. 

The sum col1ected at Haddon Hall on B:rnk Holiday and forwarded to us was 
10s, not 5s. as stated in error in la.st month's Frc_edom. 

THE BATH HOUSE, 96 DEAN STREET, OXFORD STREET, W~ 

Lectures are given at the a. hove hall ernry \Vednesday evening .· 
Comrades are requested to bring them to the notice of all friends and. 
sympathisers . 

VOICE OF LABOU ·R . 
Advocate of Direct Action and the General Strike. 

WEEKLY, ONE PENNY. 

Office: 127 Ossulston Street, London, N.W . 
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FREEDOM PAJ\iPHLETS. 
N o. 1. THE WAGE SYSTEM. BY P E T ER KtWPO'l'KlN. ld . 
No. 2. THE COMMU NE o~.., PARIS. BY PETER KROPOTKIN. Id. 
No. 3. A. TA.LK ABOUT ANARCHIST-COMM U NISM BE'rWEti.:N TWO> 

won.rrnRs. BY E . l\1ALA'rmiTA. Id. 
No. 4. A.N ARC HIST CO.Y.l.MUNIS .lVJ : I 'l'S BASIS ANO PfUNCIPL ER. BY 

PE'l'ER KROPO'l'KlN. I d . 
No. 12. RESPON~.IBILITY A N D SOLIDARITY I!'I THE LABOR STRU GG LE. ldr 

MEMOIRS OF A REVOLUTIONIST. By PETER KROP01'KIN .. 
5s .. 6cl . post-free. 

HUMAN SUBM ISSION . By Mol1.RISON I. SWIFT. ls. 3d., post. n9 r 
THE KING AND THE ANARCHIST. 2d. 
EV,OLUTION AND · Rl.£VOLU'l'ION. By E. REcw s . ld. 
FIELDS, FACTORrES AND WORKSHOPS. By P KnoPOTIUN r 

Paper cover 6d ., post-free 9d.; cloth l s. , post-free l s . 3d . 
WAR. By P : KROPOTKIN. 1d. 

, AN A PPEA.L TO THI~ YO U NU. 13¥ PmT1m KROPOTKIN. Id. 
LA w AND A UTHORTl'Y. By PETER KROPOTKIN. 2d. 
SOClALfSM THE REMEDY. By HENRY G LASSE. Id. 
SOClAL DEMOCRA C Y IN GERMANY. By GOS'l'AV LANDAU!l: R. ~d . 
ORGANISED VENGEANOE-OALr.rrn "JUSTICE." By PET1m 

KROPOTIGN. ld. 
WHAT IS PROPERTY? By P. J . PROUDHON. 2 vols., 2~ . 

post-free 28.· 4d. 
NE\VS FROM NOWHERE. By WILLIAM: MoRRlS. - ls . 6d.; postage ~4d. 
PRISONS, POLICE AND PUNISHMENT. By K CARPENTER. Cloth 2s. ,. 

postage ~d. 
THE CRIMINAL ANARCHY LAW. Bv T. ScHROEDER. 511. post-free. 
MARRIAGE AND RACE-DEA.TH. By 1\1. I. Swrn. 2~. 6J. post-free. 
THE SOCIAL GENERAL STRIKE BY ARNOLD ROLLER . 2d. 

All Penny Pamphlets (unmixed) ts. 6d. for 2~, po~t-free 
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