
A JOURNAL OF ANARCHIST COMMUNISM. 

VoL. XXI.-No. 224. DECEMBE~, 1907. MONTHLY ; ONE PENNY 

The Basis of Trade Unionism. 
BY EMILE POUGET. 

Membe1· of tlie F1·enck Geneml Confedemtion of Labou1·. 

DEFINITION OF TRADE UNIONISl\I, 

Of late the term " Trade Unionism " hRs -a more far-reaching 
meaning than it used to have. The term continues to qualify 
"members of a Trade Union organisation." Besides this nebulous and 
colourless definition, which, by stretching a point, might be a label for 
'' Yellow" as well as for " Red " Trade Unions, tl1e term has acquired 
a new and very precise meaning. 

The term "Trade Unionism" has become a comprehensive term: 
the impulsive power of conscious wo1·ke1s towa1·ds prng1 ess. The 
workers w~p invoke this epithet have thrown aside 1111>"01rnd and 
deceptive notions, and are convinced that improv<->ments. lie they 
partial or extreme, cau only result · from popular fo1·ce a11<l will. .On 
th.e ruins of their former s.heeplike hopes and superstitious bel_i<->fH in 
m1rac_les to Le expected from State Providence ns well as from Divine 
Providence, they have elaborated a healthy, truly human doctr·i1ie whose 
basis is explained and proved by social phenomena. 

The Trade Unionist is evidently a partisan of grouping w01·ke1·s by 
means of Trade Unions, only he does not conceive a Trade Uniou as an 
agent for narrowing his horizon to such a point that his sphel'e of 
action is restricted to daily debates and wrangles with his employers; 
and although at present he strives to get minor grievances redressed, 
he never puts aside the evils arising from the exploitation of the 
workers. Neither does he conceive the Trade Union to be, as some 
politiciaus db, an "elementary school of Socialism," where men are 
recruited and trained to be aggressive fighters in a cause they consider 
efficacious-the conquest of Governmental Power. 

For the Trade Unionist, the 'frade Union is a perfect combination 
answer-ing to all needs, to all aspfrations, and therefore sufficient for all 
purposes. .It is an association conceived by " reformers'' affor,ding 
<>ppor·tunity for daily conflict with employers, for improvements, aud 
for settling minor claims. . · . 

But it is not only this; it is a combination capable of bringing 
about the expl'Opl'iation of Capital and the reorganisation of society, 
which some Socialists, who are deceived by their confidence in the 
" State," believe will be . brought about by the seizure o.f political 
power. . 

Therefore, for the Trade Unionist the · Trade Union is not a · 
trarn~ient association, only suited to the n~eds of the hour, and whose 
usefulness could not be conceived apart from its present surroundings. 
For him the Trade Union is an initial and essential combination; it 
should arise spontaneously, independently of all preconceived theories, 
and develop in any surroundings. 

In fact, what more reasonable than for the exploited of the same 
trade to come together, to agree to unite in defence of common 
advantages that are to be gained immediately~ 

On tha other hand, suppo:sing ~ociety to have been annihilated and 
a Communist or any other society to have blossomed forth on its l'uins, 
it is evident that in these cfrcmpstances, in these new surroundings, 
the need of associations, bringi~g men employed in identical or similar 
work and duties in contact witli one another,. will be most urgent. 

Thus the 'l'rade Union, the corporate bo.dy, appears to be the 
organic cell of all soci<:'ty. At present, for the ',l'rade Unionist the 
Trade U 11iori is an organism of conflict and claim of worker against 
.employer. In the futme it will be the base 011 which normal society 
will be built, wheu freed from exploitation and oppressfon. 

THE WORKING-CLASS BATTLES OF THE 19TH CENTURY,. 

The conception of the forerunners of Trade Unionism is not the 
result of a hypothetical system sprung from some brain and not 
justified by practical tests; on the contrary, it proceeds from the 
examination of histol'ica] events and of their clear interpretation. We 
may :say that it is the result of a whole century of conflict between the 
working classes and the middle classes. . 

During the whole of the nineteeuth century the proletariat strove 
to separate its movement from that of the· purely political action of 
middle-class parties. This wa~ in<lE>ed a gl'eat effort, for the middle 
cla.qs wanting to govern without hindrance, the assent or indiffet#mce 
-0f the pt'oletariat was necessary, and -politicians exerted t.hemselves, not 
~nly to fight and massacre proletarians when they rose against their 

exploite1·s, but also to make them tractable by a sham ed 1.cation, 
designed to turn them from the examination of economic que:,t1u11i:;, and 
to cause their ene1·gy to drift towardtS the deceptive hope of democracy. 

We cannot make 'it too clear that the autonomous working-class 
movement has been, and is still, obstructed by all the forces of 
obscurantism and reaction, and also by the dem0cratic foi·ces that are, 
but under new a11d hypocritical d1::-gui::,:es, tlie co11tinuation of old 
societies in which a handful . of para:sites are maiutHined i11 ple1ity by 
the forced labour of plebeiaus · . 

'l'he middle datSses, through the State, who!-ie function, indepen-­
dently of its form, consists i11 protecting capitalist p1ivileges, have 
applied themselvetS to stifling nud deviating working-class aspirations. 
Thus, during attempts at emancipation proletarians ha,·e -been com­
pelled to realise that the Governments they were subjected to were all 
alike, no matte1· by what, name they were labelled. They pn.ssed from 
one rule to another withont deiiviug any result from change of scenery, 
mentioned by history as of grent impo1·tance. All Governme1 .. ts treated 
them with animosity and ill-\\ill. vVhen they outained f?Oin their 
rulers a mitigation of their Wl'etched fate, they owed it, i1ot t o feelings 
of justice or pity, but to the whulesome fea1· they were able to inspire. 
To Government initiatirn tl~ey a1·e indebted for Draconian legislation, 
arbitra1·y measures, and ~avage rnprisals. · 

Antagonism bet .. ~een the State and the wol'king classes predominates 
the whole of the nineteenth ceutury. We see it most plai1tly when we 
observe that Governments, by wa.y of throwing their enemies a bone to 
gnaw, h11ve readily conceded pditical 1·ights to the people, while they 
have shown themselves intractable as fa1· as regards economic libel'ties. 
In the latter case they have only given way to popular pressure. 

This · differeuce of behaviour on the part of the rulers is easily 
explained. Recognition of political r·ights to the people does the 
Govel'll111euts 110 hanu, as these b;1ubles do not imperil the pl'inciple of 
Autl101·ity a1Jd do not undenni11e the prnletn1·ian base of society. · 

It is another story when economic libe1ties are in question. These 
are of real advantage to the people, and can only be acquired at the 
expense of the privileged. It is therefore evident that th-e State, the 
upholder of Capitalism, refuses to the la:st to grant a particle of 
economic improvement. , . 

The demonstration of this permanent conflict of the working class 
with the State would lead us into writrng a martyl'Ology of the prole­
tariat. To prove the trnth and com;tancy of tlii:s a utaguni8m a few 
historical landmarh will suffice. · 

Less than two years after the taking of the l3astiUe (June, 1791) 
the boUJ"geoisie, by its mouthpiece, the Constituent Assemttl·y, despoiled 
the working classes of their right to form associ;ttio~s,* a rig -t-they 
had just obtained by revolutionary means. 

The worke1·s believed the Revolution to be the dawn of economic 
freedom. They thought that burning the gates of Paris where town­
dues were collected (June 12, 1789) would destroy all barriers. Let 
us add that two days after the burning of the gates . of Pitris, the 
~astille was taken by assau_lt, not because it was a political pri:..:on, but 
because it was a danger to rebellious Paris, as was the Mont Valerien 
in 1871. . 

Workers taken in by the enthusiatStic strains of pamphleteers 
thought themselves freed from the trammels of the ancient regime, and 
began to come to an understanding with one . anothe1· a'.nd to group 
themselves in order to resist exploitation. They formulated pre~ise 
claims. The bourgeoisie soon proved to them that the Revolntion was 
only politicctl and not econornfo. It elaborated repre!'sive laws, and as the 
workers lacked knowledge and ex:perience, as their agitatiou was con­
fused and still incohereut, it was not hard for the Government to check 
this movement. 

We should be mistn ben in supposing that the "Chapelier" law was 
expedient, and that those who voted for it ignored its effect on social 
life. To make us swallow this fanciful interpretation, we are told that 
Revolutionists of that period raised no protest against it. Their silence 
only shows that they ignored the social aspect of the Revolution they 
took part in, and that they were only pure Dernom·ats. Moreover there 
is nothing astonishing in their great want of foresight, as even to-day 
we see men pretending to be .Socialists who are also merely simple 
Dem,oC?·ats. 

As a proof that the Parliamentarians of 1791 knew what they were 
about, some · months later, in September, 1791, the Constituent 
Assembly streugtbened the Chapelie1· law prohibiting combinatio.ns 
among indust1·fa l workers, by enacting another law that made aissoc1a­
tions of ag1·ic11ltm·a.1 labourers illegal. 

• La loi Chapelier, passed on June 17, 1791. 
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The Constituent wa:s not the only Assembly that manifested its 
hatrnd of the working clHsses. All Assemblies thn t follo"·ed strove to 
tigbte11 the bonds enslaving the worker to bis employe1·. Mo1·e than 
this, seeing that passing laws trying to make it impossible for w01·kmen 
to discuss and defend their interests was insufficient, bourgeois As:sem­
blies cont1fred to agg1·avate the wretched position of proletarians by 
puttiug them under absolute police control. 

The Couventiou did 1iot prove more sympathetic to the working 
classes. In tht:i month of Nivo:se of the year II. it legislated "flgainst 
co;dition of w01·kmen, employed in different trades, who, by writing or 
by emi~sa1·ies, incite to the cessation of work." This beh::iviour of the 
Con Yention, the revolutiona1·ism of which meets with so much pr::iise, 
clea1 ly proves that political opinions have nothing to do with economic 
i11te1ests. A still bette1· proof is, that in spite of chfl11ges in govern­
meutal forms, starting froru the Democrncy of the Convention, the 
Auto('racy of Napoleon I., the ].\fonarchy of Charles X., to the Consti­
tutitJl1n lis111 of Louis-Philippe, never were the severity of the laws 
ag11iu~t ··~o1·kmen mitigflted. 

Under· the Consulate, in the year XI.( = 1803), a 11ew link to the 
slaveo' chaiu was fo1·ged-tLe C'm·tificate Book, which made the working 
men a class of specially rngistered individuals. Then, with thei1· vile 
and crafty legal procedure, and their lawyer::; who elabornted the Code 
we still suffer from, rulers tied down and g~1gged the pl'Oletariat so well 
that Louis XVIII. and Chal'les X, hem; to Lhis baggage, did not need 
to increa~e it. 

.Keve1·theless, in spite of severe legislatirn prohibitions, the \Vo1·kers 
carne to .an nnde1stauding, gl'onped themselves u11cler mild forms, snch 
as .. mutualities, " and constituted emb1-yo Trade Unions fol' organising 
rn:::;ista11ce . The co111binat.ions grnw to such an extent that .sti-ikes 
m1ilti1Jlied, and the Libeml Government of Louis-Philippe inflicted 
gn~11te1· penalties agaiust associations (1834). But the impetus had 
lieeu given ! This rncrndesceuce of legal severity did not stay the 
movement of the w01·kers. In spite of the law, the Societesde Resistance 
multii,J1ed, n11d we1·e followed by a period of growing agitation and 
numeiow..; :- t 1·ike:-. 

Tl1e He\·cil11t,io11 of 1848 was the result of this movement. A proof 
of the ecv11orn1c ~cope (;f i hi::; Re,-olntion is th at economic questions took 
p1·ecedence of ;, II ot l1e1·:-;. U ufott.nnately: t he corporate groups needed 
expe1·ience. Tl1e u1lx111 ''"01·ken~ iguored tl1e pf'nsr-rnts, and vice vei·sd. 
T1iu::: i11 1848 the pe<1sants did not stir, not unde1·standing the working­
class IJJOYe111enL; likewise in 1852 the to\Yll workers understood nothing 
of the peasants' attempt at an in:::.m-rection. In spite of these failures, 
and l·here wern rrnrny othel's, all _improYements obtained were due to 
wo1·king-cla::;s enel'gy , It w::is the will of tlie workei·s that was expressed 
iu tLe .Lu.xemuourg Commission and was legally registered by 0 the 
Pl'Ovii:iioual Government. 
. Iu the fit-1>t hours of the Revolution the frightened middle classes 
showed tliernsel ves conciliatory, n.nd to save Capitalism were disposed 
to sncrifice a few . trifling privileges. · They were, howeve1·, soon 
reai-snrecl, by tlie inoculation of the people with political virus-universal 
snifn1ge-as much as by inconstancy on the pa.rt of the corpo1~ate 
organis1tion~, and their fe1·ocity became as great as had been their fear . 
'l'lie massacres of June, 1848, were for the middle classes a first instal­
ment of satisfaction. Boon Hfte1·, in 1849, the representatives of the 
people, proving themselves simply the representatives of the middle 
clRs:-;es, legislnted agninst assc · cia!iio11~'. They were prohibited, and 
their members subjected to pe1rn.lties .decreed i1 .1 the law of 1810. 

As the reaction of Louis Philippe failed to check the working-class 
movement, so did the Republican and the Napoleonic Governments fail. 
'Vithout tt·oubling themselves about the form of government, or with 
tlie proliibition to combine, the corporate gl'Oups continued to develop 
in numbers find in strength, so much so that by their pressure on public 
ant.liol'ities they wnrng from the Government legal sanction for the 
nrnPliorntions nncl libe1ties they had forcibly acquired, thanks to their 
1·evolt1lion1:11·y vigom·. 

l t "as 1,y what we now call dfrect action that the right of combina­
tin11 n-R:-; ''"1 ·1111g fron CaesHism in 1864. 'l'he workers of all associations 
grouped th<-'m~elve::;, cornuinecl and went on strike without taking the 
1enst l1eed of the law. Beyond all others, the printe1s distingLfished 
tl 1ernselves by their revolutionary character, and in Paris (1862) one of 
tlieil' !'Mike:-; was the deter.mining event that brought about the 
rncognition of Llie 1·iglit to combine. The Government, blind like a ll 
othe1·s, thought to kill the ngitation by strikiug a great blow. Whole­
::;ale arrests took place. All the members of the strike committee were 
imp1·isoned, as well ns the most ::lcti\'e among the st1·ikers. 

This arbitnu·y abuse of power, far froni terro1i~ing, overexcited 
pnLlic opinioll, aud snch a cunent of indignation resulted therefrom 
tli:it the Goveniment w::is compelled to capitulnte nnd to l'•·c(lg tJise the 
\\·01·l<er:-;' 1-jglit to combination. This wns dne oniy to p~·ess1we f 1·om 
1r.:it11out. 1 t would Le difficult to nsc1·ibe this snrces~ t" Soci:d ist 
Deputit"s, fo1· tlie excellent reason that the1·e \Yere none in Padi11mt-<11t .. 

The conq11e"t of the 1'ight to combine so stimulated Trnd~· Union 
01·ga11i,.;atiou, it. grnw so i·apidly irresistible, that the State w11scompelle<l 

~ to p11 t a good face on a Lad matter. In 1863 Trade Union liberty wa8 
1·t>cug11if'Hl by au Imperial circular~ which said:" As to tlie organii:-ation 

-: <>f \l'u1·kiug-chss A1'soc~iations, the Administration mnst leave to those 
"· j1ite1e:stHI i11 tl1<~ u1 fnll liLe1-ty." ., 

l\hn.1 ,\d1il e tl1t~ lJ1t ern ntional A~sociation of Wo\·lrn1·s, definitively 
<!Onstit11ted in 1 RG4. ;1fL· 1· se\·eral earlier fruitless attempts, shed its 
rn.\ i- 01 1 \\ e~Ll': · 11 E11n1pl' aud opeued up Hew l101·izons t.o the wot·ki ng 
<: In:-:- : lio t·;zv .. :-- 1i,a.f\\ ll '1: tu Le oLsc:ul'ed ·Ly the .great Cl'isic of 187.1. 

Let U-:t; _now stop so as not to be lured on too far by this retrospective 
summary, And let us dra.w logical conclusions from it. ... 

From the landm1u·ks of history that we hR.ve mentioned, it follows 
that at the dawn of the present regime, in 1791, the Government, as 
defender of the privileges of the middle classes, denied and refused all 
economic rights to wo1·king men, and ground them down till they were 
like pnrtieles of dnst, having no cohesion one with n.nother, so that 
they were at the mercy of exploitation. y 

Later on the workers emerged from chaos, in which the middle class 
would like to keep them. They grouped themselves on economic 
ground apart from auy politics . The Government, what.evet· name it is 
labelled with, tries to an·est the proletnrian movement, and not 
succeeding, makes up its n1ind to sanctiori the improvements or liberties 
obtained by the wo1·kers. - The most salient point in all these agitations 
and these sociR l shocks is that exploite<l and exploiters, governors and 
go,·erned, have internsts, not only distinct, bnt opposed; and thnt there 
is between them a. clctss war in the true sense of the tel'm. 

In the ::;;hort summary giveu we see the drift of the Trade Union 
movement, untrammelled by Parliament:i1·y contamination, and the 
wisdom of working men'o assoeiations on solid economic ground, which 
is the bRse of all tl'ne pl'ogress . 

(l'oJ>e continued in ou1· mxt issne.) 

THE LAST POET OF ACTION DEAD . 

Gerald Massey at fourscore yea,rs of age died at Norwood in 
his cottage home. He, the son of a canal bargeman, at six years 
of age had to help win food. for the family, and devil's wages­
rent-for the landlord. H is eafoings of 9d. a vrnek in a silk 
factory at 'l\·ing were cut short by the mill being bu;rnt down ; 
he, with others of the child-killer's vict.ims--as the factory hands 
and their employer were truly termed-danced with delight 
when they saw the catlse oE their misery burned to the ground. 

In those days, from 1840 to 1850, there was vitality in the 
toilers to aspire to evcrthrow the cause of their misery in 
England. But insidious LilJerals stepped forward with pledges, 
promises, and patronage to the servile. The self-taught child­
workman had the manliness to spurn the temptation to bmv to 
the gold gluttony of the lice of commerce. He replied to 
traitors and sycophants th us :--· 

"Smitten stones will talk with :fiery tongues, 
The worm, when trodden, will turn ; 

But Cowards ! you cringe to the cruellest wrongs, 
And answer with never a spurn. 

Then torture, 0 J'yrants, the spiritless drove, 
Old England's· helots will. bear; 

There's no h~ll in their hatred, no God in their love, 
Nor shame in their death's despair. 

For our fathers are praying for paupers' pay, 
Our mothers with Death's kiss are white, 

Our sons are the rich man's serfs by day, 
Our daughters his slaves by night. 

Oh! but death for death, and life for life ! 
It were better to take and give, 

·wit.h hand to throat, and knife to knife, 
Th<m die out, as thousands live." 

Such a cfori ng revo l ntionist as Gerald Massey dre\v to h imself 
a host of friends, also the harpies oE the Liberals in power; but 
they could not plant. any cunspiracy or plot upon him a& 
they did on a feJlon·-poet, Ernest Jones, a young barrister of 
London, who they i1nprisoned for two years, inflicting such 
rigorous crue.lty tbat it undermined his robust healt.h, and cut 

·short a career of promise: 
Before Gerald Massey was twenty years of age he had_ 

attained fame the Press-freer then than now·-cordially 
acknowledged . He was fortunate in meeting with John Bedford_ 
Leno, a young printer and poet of Uxbridge. 'rogether they· 
started the Spirit of Freed01n, a weekly newspaper. During its · 
short existence it kindled many friendships by the force of its · 
glowing articles and trenchant verse. 

Before he wns twenty-three years old he published a volume ­
of his ·poems and lyrics, which at once proclaimed him to be one 
of England's grand lyric geniuses. His poet.ryof love dimmed the ­
polished lllstre of the Laureate's by its purity, truth, and elegance.-. 

The cause of Italian freedom won him as an enthusiastic · 
champion. Oomme .• rcialism helped to quench its light in hs · 
own blood , England aiding the crime. 

Historic resf'arch was the direction of his genius. "Beginnings ,,-· 
and "Nntural Genesis" were no table volum_es of profound'. 
erudition ; like his verse, ahead of his time;. but they exist for 
the fo tnrE'. He lived to complete his great work on Africa, t.he~ 

. r · ~~ rne of the lrn.rnan rnce1 an9 its record-home, Egypt. , 
J. CnAHLES 1\I:N"c. 
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Anarchism. 
Anarchism is a theory of human developm~nt which l~y~ ~o 

less stress than Collectivism upon the economic or materialistic 
-aspect of soci~l r~la.tions; .but! whilst g~anting tha? the im.me­
di~te cause of existrng evils i~ economw, Anarch1sts believe 
that the solution of the social problem can only be wrought out 
from the equal consideration of the whole of the experience at 
our ·command, individual as well as social, internal as well as · 
external. Life in common has developed social instinct in two 
conflicting directions, and the h.isto~·y of our experience in · 
t hought and action. is the record of this strife within ea.eh 
individual, and itt? reflection within each society. Ooe tendency 
is towards domination; in other words, towards the assertion of 
t he lesser, sensuous self as against the similar self in others, 
yv{thout seeing that, by this attitude, true individuality im­
poverishes, empties and reduces itself to nonentity. The ot~e: 
tendency is towards equal brotherhood, or to the self.affirmat10n 
and fulfilment of the greater and only true and -h~ma1:1 self, 
which includes all nature, and thus dissolves the illus10n of 
mere atomic indi vidualisrn. 

Anarchism is the conscious recognitiol1 that the first of 
t hese tendencies is,_ and. -has al ways been, fatal to real social 
u nion, whether the coercion it implies be justified on the plea 

. .of superior strength or superior wisdom, of diyine right or 
ne9essity, of utility or expedience; whether it takes the form of 
force ut· fraud, of exacted conformity to an arbitrary legal 
system or an arbitrary ethical standard, of open _ robbery or 
legal appropriation of the · universal birthright of laud and. the 
fruits of social la;bour. rl'o eornpromise Wl th this tendency IS to 
prefer the nanower ti> the wider expediency, and to delay the 
-possibih ty of that rnoral developrne11 t whic;li alone ea~ tnak~ the 
·i udividual oue iu feeling with his fellows, and rirga01c soc1ety, 
a.s we are beginning to conceive of it, a realisa.ble ideal. 

The leading rnauifestations of this obstructive tendency a,t 
t he present ltl01118nt are Property, or the don1ination over 
t hings, the denial uf the elai rn of others. to their use; . and 
Authority, the govern1ueut nt' m an by man, ernbo<lied in majority 

.Tule; that theory of represen tatiuu whic,h, whilst admitting the 
.claim of the individual to self-guidance, renders him the slave 
.. of the simulacrum that now stands for society. 

rl'herefore the first aim of Anarchism is to assert and make 
good the dig~ity of the individual human being, by his deliv~r­
ance from every descriptiOn of arbitrary restraint-:--economi.c, 
political and social; and, by so doing, to make appa~·~n t m 
their true f9rce the real social bonds which already kmt men 
tog·ethet, and, unreco.gnised, are the actual basis of such 
--Oommon life as we possess. The means of doing this rf.st with 
··each man's cons_cience and his opportunities. Until it is done 
any definite proposals for t he reorganisation of society are 
absurd. It is only possible to draw out a yery genem l theory 

· a s to the· probable course of social reconstruction from the 
observation of growjng tendencies. 

· Anarchists believe the existing organisation of the .State 
only necessary in the in terest of monopoly, and t hej a 1111 at 
.the simultaneous overtht·o w of Lo th m,1nopoly aud State. 'l'hey 
hold t he centralised " ad minis tration of prodncti ve p rncesses " a 
mere reflection of the presen t middle-class government by 
r epresentation upon the vag ue concep tion of the future. '!'hey 

Jook rather for voluntary productive- and distributive associa­
-t ions using a common capital, loosely federated trade and 
district communities practising eventually complete free 
Communism in production and consumption. They believe 
that in an industrial community in which wealth is neces-
sarily a _social, not an individual product,' the only claims which 
any individual-can fairly put forward to a share in s~ch wealth 
are: firstly, that he needs it; secondly, that he has contributed 

· towards it to the best of his ability; thirdly (as regards any 
-special article), that .he has thrown. so much of his own 
personality in to its creation that he can best utilise it. 

· Wlien this 'conception of the relation between wealth and the 
· i ndividual has been allowed to .supersede the idea now upheld 
by force, that the inherent advantage of possessing wealth is to 
prevent others from using it, each worker will be entirely free 

· to do .as nature prompts, i.e., throw his whole soul into the 
Jabour he hai; chosen, and make it the spontaneous expression 

. of his iu tensest purpose and desire. Under such couditions 
on ly labour becomes pleasure and its produce a work of art. 
But all coercive organisation working with uiachine-like 
regula1·ity is fatal to the realisation of this idea. It h~s never 
.proved po~.sible to perf~ctly free human beings ·to co operate 
-spontaneously with the precision 0f machines. Spnn.taneity, OL' 

: .artificial order and syu1metry must be sacrificed. And as 

spontaneity i~ life, an~ the ?rd~r- and symm~try of any ~iven 
epoch only the forms rn which l.ifo ~empo~ar1ly clo~hes i~se.lf, -
Ana.rchists have no fears that m dJscardrng the Collect1 v1st 
dream of the scientific recrulation of industry, and inventing no 
formulas for social conditions as yet unrealised, they ar~ 
neglecting the essential for the visionary. . 

The like reasoning is applic&ible to the moral aspect of som.al 
relations. Crime as we know it is a symptom of the stram 
upon human fello wsbip involved in the false arl:d artific~al soci~l 
arrangements which are enfoi•ced by authonty, and 1ts. rnarn 
cause and sanction will disappear with the dest1:uct10n _of 
monopoly and the State. Crime resulting from de~ect1 ve mental 
and physical ~evelopment can surely be dealt w1t.h .both more 
scientifically. ·and more· humanely, by fraternal medical treat­
ment and improved education, than by brute force, however 
elaborated and disguised. . . 

As for the expr~ssinn of the common hfe of the commuq1ty, 
and the practical persuasion and assist,rnce desirable tn raise 
those who have lagged behind the average of mornl de~elop~11~nt, 
it is enough t o note the marvellous _ growth of pnbhc op11110n 
since the emancipation of platform and press to be?orne a~are 
that no artificial machinery is needful to enforce so01al verdicts 
and social codes of conduct without the aid of written laws 
admini'stered by organised violence. Indeed, when arbitrary 
restraints are removed; this form of the rule ()f un 1vcrsal 

. mediocrity is, and has always been, a serious ~an~·er to i-ndivtd~al 
freetloin; but. as ]t is a natural, _not an art1ficrnl result of life 
in comu100, ] r, can only be counteracteJ by broader moral 
cul tu re. · 

. Anarchism is not a Utopia, but a faith . based upon the 
scieutific: observation of social phenomena. In it the indi­
vidualist revolt against H'.uthnrity, h~nded down to us t 11rough 
Radicalis111 an<l the philosophy of Herbert Spencer, and the 
Soci:-i.li.;;t revolt agaiust private ownership o~· .tlrn means ~f 
pr.1docti1>11 ; which is the founJatio:i of . Collect1vism, find t~eir 
c<>mmon issue. It is a, 1uornl and 1 ntellcdual protest against 
the u n re<dj ty of a, ::-00iety which, as 'Emerson says, "is eve~y­
w here in eonspiracy against the 111a, ul100~ of every one _of its 
members." Its one purpose is by direct personal action. to 
bring abo11 t a r;evolution in every ~epa~·trnent of human e.xist­
enee social political and econonuc. Every man owes it to 

' ' . " T;Vh himself and to his fellows tn be free.-C. M.· WILSON, in v at 
8ociali.s1n I.q," P ell) icin 'l' n ict No. 4 (1886). 

CHICAGO _ MARTYRS MEETING. 

A Chicago Martyrs meeting was held at the Communist Club, 
Charlotte Street, W., on Tuesday, November l 2th, and was well 
attended. Owi1ig to being insufficiently advertised, many of our com­
rades were absent, but plenty of fresh faces were to be .seen, which is 
somethino- to be thankful for. A Ray opened the meeting in. a ::-ihm·t 
speech, a~d was followed by Guy Aldred, who said. that while th~ 11 th 
of November was always set apart as a special d<ty rn our revolutionary 
calendar, still if we se:u·ched bi:.;to1·y we would find that every day in 
th~ · y~ar was ma1·ked by some bloodthirsty deed on. the part_ .of. the 
op pressors. The class wa1· is a blood fe n.J, a nd tryrn~_ to mo~hfy 1t by 
palliatives was-not ouly useless but rea ct1ona1y Nothing but a com­
pl~,t,~ ~~·~~htio n of t he citpita,li::; t ::;yste m wo uld be of a ny ' :alue. · 

· R . R ocker, who spoke in German, roused to enthusiasm all those 
fortunate enough to understand that language. 

Comrade Wilquet al;;o spoke fol' a few minutes, and then J ohn 
Tu't:.ner gave an intel'esting speech on the principal c.h tt'itde1 ·s i 11 t he 
tragedy, pointirig out that tho:'>e people w.ho stoo~ up for: •:111· comrndes 
wo·uld always be remembered, while those who, tor poht1cal rea,i;ons, 
refused to speak out never obtained the political favot~rs they s?ught, 
but received instead ,the contempt they deserved for their cowardice. 

'. The sale of literature dUl'ing the evening was very satisfactory. 
CoJlection lls. l~d. 

Ants-the Ideal Communists. 
It would perhap~ be pu~hing metaphors ~o an .unwarranted e~trem~ 

to speak of ':dignity of labou1·" iu counect10n w1~h the_ occupat10ns of 
ants. But if by the phrase we meau that labour 1s the honourable lot 
of all cij;izens, and that all labours of whatever so1·t 1:J,_re upou ~he ~a,me 
level of r.espectability, then we might venture to apply tn:e saymg even 
to the labours of an ant-hill. For therein all are w'or&:e'rs, from the 
newly-fledged callow to the veteran of a second summer.1 : • 

1'hereiu is no taboo upon "hand t,)il." All form-& thereof are 
eq ua,lly creditable. . We al'e rem i nde l of tire si m plei' s:t::ite of SJ>ei '~~Y, in 
the pionee1· days of the United SL<.ttes and a 1.nadct. - a:i1d ·the - Br~t.1sh 
Colo1Jies . Indeed, it is the uaturci,l s•Jcial <m~t:n· of hqrnau qQi1114:J11nrt1es, 
until gl'eat possessions, ear1,ed 11nd ·iulie1·it,e~, or 1 u~u1;p,~d, :e1·~#eq ~ , 
favou1·ed class .. Surely t~is 1s an ide'1l 1-e~~b\ic-n~ 1dl.y~;<:;1,_ , .. ,n,?~~~1~~u,.pc17 •• 

no citiza11-paras1tes, no m1sei ·F:, no spe11dthl'1ft.s, no p·• npe rs. 
-Hem·y C. ~foOouk, iu H a1par's fo1· May. 
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NOTES. 
F ABIANISM IN EXCELSIS. 

One of tbe most grotesque things done in the Socialist 
movement for many yea~·s ~s the ma?ifesto those top-hatted, 
frock-coated gentry of Fab1amsm. have ISsued anent the "settle­
ment"· of th0 thr~ate_ned railway strike_. To form a precise idea · 
of what these rmghty people imagine themselves to be in their . 
own estimatio!1 would make an interest1ng .study in psychology. 
As Byrm1. said of Sonthey, they evidently think people have 
been talkrng of them, "for they laughed consumedly." 

However, the ukase ·has gone forth: ' 
Rail"".ay men must never again think of a strike. 
It would inconvenience the public ! · · 
Platelayers must not tr<;mble about being cut to pieces. · 
But think of the.public ! · · 
Shunters are not to grumble at being crushed to death. 
It is for the welfare of the pL1blic -! 
Drivers must not hesitate to face .death in collisions. 
Public convenience demands it! 
Don't any .of yon compbin of low wages and long hours. 
Trust to Lloyd-George and. the directors. · . . · 
The Fabians approve it. 
Theirs not to reason why. 
~rheirs not to make reply. -
Their~ but fo _do ~;s th~ Fabians.say; 
AND DlE ! 

ART AND .. OFFICIALISM.~ 
It .~s .a doubtful question 'yheth_e1~ th~r~· ~:eaijy is any dramatic . 

art ex1st1p.g at the , pn?sent moment in• ED.gland ; but however 
t hat rnny be, -there is at any rate a_n officiai person .appeinted to 
guard public -morals in connection therewith. A great ·stir has 
been made over the ·fact that this individual has recently 
"' censored" a play not deemed suitable for public performance. 
T~ereupon the ,at:thor gave it privately-'-which ·means that you 
imght. ru:n the nsk of having ·your moral.s corrupted if you 
were m\'lted to .do so free of charge. A number of persons 
took the-- risk q11ite· cheerfully, and up to the present no one · 
seeill:s to !J~ .ap~' the worse._ " ~Vaste,'. ' the tit.le of the . play, 
seem:s . to ,have _been ap attempt to deal with some sordid 
aspects 9£ soci~1l life .which officialism would like us to suppose 
do not :exist. Possibly the play. had some moral, but only the 
official mind is .capable of-·deciding, upon that. It is clear, .how- -
ever, the public will have nothing but the trash they get so long 
a s t~e~ c0nse?t to be the babies they are, fed on the pap that 
o:fficiah$m .thmks · good for tJiem . . Certainly, the: empty-heads 
who can; .sit out. the de~noralis-ing rubbish ~. Dfficialism permits 
t hem to indulge m wonlcl be all the· .better if their dull minds .. 
wer_e s_hocked so:mew hat hy a serious play that · attacked their 
p1·eJud1ces.· · 

==:::::::::===========::=: 
TO ALL_ -(:OMRi\l).ES. 

CRIME AND LEGISLATION. 

At the London magistrates' dinner held on December 3, the 
Home Secretary (Mr. Giadstone), speaking of new legislation 
as regards the treatment of habitual and child criminals, said : 
" They were not idlers at the Home Office, and if they were 
given a little more time- although this was a delicate subject­
(LAUGHTER)- he hoped they would be able to deal with the 
question satisfactorily." Now is not this an edifying spectacle 
for those who believe in the State and legality for the treatment 
of our social ills ? Stripped of the glamour of the Press, it 
amounts to this: That a set of men who have the power of 
inflicting punishment and. lifelong disgrace on tens of thousands 
of unfortunate victims of the present system- including all the 
unhappy little waifs and strays who come before them, and 
whose misery and misfortune is one of society's greatest crimes­
whilst listening to the heaven-born wisdom of a Cabinet Minister, 
break into brutal laughter at the suggestion that this question is 
a delicate subject. It will be observed that the gentlemen who 
administer the law against the little outcasts were dining at the 
time, and dining substantially. They were perfectly well aware 
that whilst filling th~ir ovyn bellies there existed around them a 
mass of starving misery that baffles the imagination to fully 
conceive ; they knew that sure as fate next morning some of this 
misery would be before them to receive sentence; they quite 
well. understood that the subject before them was of most seriou.s 
import. And yet at the suggestion of treating it delicately­
w hatever that may mean to a politician- they shake with 
laughter ! . 

It must be remembered that enlightened public opiniqn has 
been for many years in favour of drastic prison reform. Quite a 
l iteratnre has grown up on this sl:1bj,ect, almost within 'the last 
decade. The result of th~s has been that in some d'irections 
attempts have been made to modify the brutal treatment of 
prisoners, and in every case where enlightenment has had its 
say the results have. been . most encouraging. Needless to say, 
the people who joke over this question have mostly opposed 
these reforms. They are paid officials ; they represent the State 
and its fossilised laws ; they are all for the "system." 

The responsibility and culpability of these people is enormous. 
On every hand they stand· in· the way of social progress, en­
lightened development, ' and humanitarian science. And yet 
great jubilation is manifested in some quarters ·when a working 
man, created a J.P., is serit to share in this work of privilege and 
stupidity; It is bad enough that working men should be sent to 
be corrupted and lost in Parliament, but that they should be 
sent to sit in judgment and to pronounce sentence o:a their 
fellow-workers is a scandal that will bear bitter fruit in the 
_future. 

BOOK .NOTES. 

La Publica,tion Sociale. Recueil Bibliographique Historique de tous 
Documents relatifs au Mouvement Social .en France et a l'Etranger. 
46 Rue Monsieur-le-Prince, Paris. . · · , 

For a subscription of 2~. per annum comrad~s who read French can 
receive monthly this excellent publication, which gives lists of works 
on social subjects that cannot be found e.lse,vhere. Its utility is 
beyond all question, and we should like to-see a similar ca.tnlogue issued 
of English works. 

~ Books,-&c., lle'cei·ved. 
Antipiit1·iotis1no. By Gusta\'0 Her:Ve (i11 Esperanto). 15c. Pa1·is. · · 
La lntemac-io (The lutefnatiorrnl)' (iu Esperanto). · lOc. · 45 Rue de 

Sa.intouge, Paris, Ill. 
Anw·chisticka Jlf01·alka. By P. Kropotkin. 5c. " New York,'' Volne 

Lii-;ty,'' 357 Eai;it 8eventy-t'ec011d Street. 
A l;mq,nach de li.~ Revolution'( llli~stre) pour 1908. 30c. La Publication 

Sociale, 46 ~fousietfr-le-P1foce, Paris. 
P aginas S indicalistas. By Ba1fo]o·m~ Bosio: Buenos Aires :: Solis 924. 
'1.'he Truth abont the 'L01·as : -Fij~y Yea1·s of our New Nobility : 1857 -1907. 

By Jo~eph Clayton. ls. net. · A. C. Fifield, 44 Fleet Street, E.C. 
1.'he Possibility cind Philosophy_ of A nm·chist Gomniu,nisui . By Guy A. 
.. A 11fred. Id. 133 Gos\\'ell Road, London, E.C. 
The Religion and Econornics of Sex .Opp1·ess-ion. 3d. Same author and 

a.ddrei;s. · 

NOTICE!. 

~UL con~ rades ~i1d fr~ends . i·~tere~ted . in. the. Anarchist propa­
ganda are mforrned that..a. meeting will be held on Tuesday next, 
P,ecemJ)er 10, a ~ 1 ~ ~i~t Street, Ulia~·lott~ .· Rtreet., W . (D:ear the 
l'.Scala f h,ea.tre). Busrness: The ad v1sab1hty of restartmO' the 
Vo·iee of Laba u·?~ , and".' tl~e . Revolutiona1;y . pi·Qp;1ga:fid~ ge1~;rally. 
Commence at -s.30 p.rn·. Su.ggestio:P f3 and offers · 9£ assistance 
;c1re. heartiJy in vit.ed from com~:a.des ju the p rovinces 'or otherwise 
u nable to attenrl . · · All .communic:itions should be add ressed to 
Vo,ice of Labo·!(·I', .127 Ossulst~m .. 8 trnet., Londmi, .. N .. W. - . 

Owing to FREEDOM having been · permanently enlarged to 
. "eight pages, _thereby entailing.- extra ·postage, th~ price will be 

raised next :inonth to is .. 6d. per quire of 26, post-free in the. 
United Kingdom and Caiiada. ·Price at office, ls. 4d. 
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SOCIALISTS AND FREE LOVE. 

·when Victor Grayson, ~'Reformer," "Socialist," and "Icono­
. clast," made his famous speech at Oolne-famous more for 
· ·something he did not say than for what he did say-my heart 

(being a liberty-loving one) gave a great bound, for he was 
reported to have declared that he stood for the abolition of all 

·sex ties. 

Have we, I asked myself, h~ve we really got a politician who 
· faceS' this question so boldly, so fearlessly? Is there indeed a 
man·', asking for votes, who will eYen discuss this tabooed 

· subject? A man who dare tell .the truth? A man who knows 
that 'nothing short of the complete abolition of all slavery­

. politi_cal, economic, and sexual-will ever solve the terrible 
problem of sex relations-and dares say so to all the world? 

.Surely, I said to myself, there is some mistake. Either he 
· has said more than he intended, or the reporters h_ave mis­
. u·nderstood him. 

perfection is Anarchy," which implies freedom in all· social 
relations. Yet he ranges himself on the side i. of the exact 
opposite, that is to say, the irnperfection. of a ~ocialism that 
would, as he expresses it; "concentrate ·all control in the State." 

RED RosE . 

The Amsterdam Congress. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 29th (Continuat~on). 

BROUTCHoux thought the two tendencies w·ere now clear. He was 
himself of opinion, and he was delegated by Anarchists of t~e opinion, 
that Syndicalism was in itself e_nough to break up Capitalism. 
Anarchism is a question of opinion ; Syndicalism is a party of material 
interests. He wished, moreover; to point out that if we did not want 
the Syndicates to support the Social. Dem9crats, we must join and use· 
our influence to the fullest extent. All workers-opinions apart_:_ 
should enter their Syndicates. 

·Whether it was really a mistake or intentional rnisrepresenta- · 

FRIEDEBERG expressed himself in favour of Syndicalism as a means 
of direct action. Anarchists should ~nter the neutral (non-political) 
Syndicates, and where these do not exist, should set to work organising 
them. 

· tion, I cannot say ; but the next day my poor heart sunk to zero 
when I read in the Press that Grayson had only ,declared himself 

- to stand for the abolition of all sex disabilities, a very different 
· thing; I can assure all friends who look to the Labour Party or 
·· to the political Socialist for the emancipation of worrian and the 
·freedom of both sexes. A very different thing, as you may 
. gather from Victor Grayson's article fln marriage written for 
London Opinion, October 12.- In-this article of his, written not 
only to deny any personal belief ·in Free Love, but to make it 
qui,te clear to the electorate t.hat Socialists in general are not 
<les~rous of attacking the sacred (?) institution of marriage, he 

.. evep goes as far as to say that " there is not a,n acknowledged 

..,Socialist leade·r in Great Britain who advocates the abolition of 
··the. marriage bond.'' 

·Has Victor Grayson never heard of Edward Carpenter, or did 
· .he>forgef? Or did he not notice in the shouting and screaming 

of the politicians-Socialist politicians of such mushroom-like 
growth-did he, I wonder, not notice the soft voice of one who 
b~s. not only done much to mould Socialist thought, but has 
·faced this matter of sex in the same fearless and honest manner 
'as he faced all other evils in the present state of society. Surely 
O~rpenter ·might be counted a "leade1;," though he does not ask 
for votes ;. not a political leader, but certainly more reliable as 
a teacher or leader for that very reason. · 

I ·Should like to tell our friend Grayson that he and nearly 
all other Socialists are shirking a very important matter. More 
important even than sending Labour men to Parliament, more 

' important than giving women the vote, is this question of sex 
Tela,tionship. Sex, I should like to tell him, is the predominant 
note of all creation; it affects everything in life ; it means joy 
Dr misery; it means dwarfed, lop-sided individuals or folly 
de,veloped and properly poised men and women ; it not only 
affects life, it i;s life. And this important matter is the one upon 
wh~ch we 'are most woefully ·ignorant, the one question not to be 

· spo)rnn of in an open manner, but in whispers, or with a leer, or 
a c.9ntemptuou.s smi~e; not to be discussed frankly and fearlessly, 
but' in .a rp.ysterious m~nne_r that ad~s mm~bidity to ig·norance .. 

,This matter is so importalil-t: that mankind-can nev.er he happy 
-until it has looked it straight in the face, seeing it to be .natural 
and good, a blessing, not a curse ; and never can mankind be 
·.happy till all barriers, all artificial aJ;ld legal ties, are broken 
between men and women, fo_r nothing _0:µ earth should ~ver keep 
a man and woman together but love and :~ rputual desire for 

. each other's company, that mutual attraction . for each .other 
which will become more powerful in a free society. 

- :fhis being such an important matter to evety fully developed 
_huinan being, why are we afraid to speak of it? vVhy is ·it that 
·those with the most ~nowledg~ and experience are not allowed 

- to speak ·in one place, and · are afraid to speak i_n another? 

In another article I hope to touch upon the fundamental 
question that goes to the J'OOt of the whole subject-the economic 
independence of woman. For · the present it · is necessai'y to 

, point out that the majority of Socialists, partly through lack of 
study and partly through lack of moral courage, are in a hope­

:.lessly mixed state of mind on this question, and are therefore the 
more unable to resist the attacks of theJ1ypocritical enemy. As 
-·an example, take the position of H. G. Wells, who has been 
· :roughly handled by the Yellow Press·, and who . haR be.en 
wriggling in :{most eq11i meal mamier in his endeavour to save 

. .his face over the chrtrge of ad vacating free love. In his · book 
.q{)U Socialism aud ·. tlid forn ily l e admits t lrnt " one 's dream and 

VoHRYZEK considered Syndicalism only one form of economic' 
action. HE1 was _very doubtful of the utility of some of the agitations , 
carried on by the Syndicates. For instancP-, what was the use of 
agitating for higher wages when the cost of- living automatically rises 
with any increase of cost of production i 

RAMUS felt that the two extremes of the question had been fully 
represented by .lVIonatte and Malatesta. The fact that Monatte 
treated the question entirely from the Syndicalist viewpoint proves 
t~at there is a danger of Syndicalism absorbing and stifling Anarchism 
-in Franee, at any rate. 1 

• · • 

MoNATTE contended that the cost of living does not increase in 
proportion to the rise of wages. He could not agree with Malatesta. 
as to the necessity of Anarchists refusing to take official positions in 
the Syndicates. Such positions were a tremendous help in propa­
ganda. Nor was the talk of the General Strike addressed to ~he 
gallery, as had been suggested. Syndicalists were in earnest all right. 
A General: Strike will never be made with their hands in their ·pockets. 
They knew it was no simple, easy matter ; but they· held that life­
in the Syndicates will give the neceasary technical training and 
organisation. 

The following resolutions were then read . and accepted, approxi­
mately the same amount of support being given to all three:-

(a) SYNDICALISM. . 

"The Anarchists assembled at Amsterdam, considering-
That the present condition of society is characterised by the 

exploitation and slavery of the producing masses, thus causing an · 
unavoidable antagonism of interests between them and those who 
profit by their labour; 

That the Syndicalist organisati<;m founded on the basis of economic 
resistance and revolt, at]) q·uestions of poYiti6al · doctrine put . aside, is 
the · specific and fundamental organ of this· conflict between· ·the , 
proletariat and the bom·geoisie and all bourgeois institutions; 

That it is desirable for a ·revolutionary spirit to be · infused into 
this organis'l.tion in order to guide it towards the expropriation of the 
capitalists and the suppression of a;ll authority. ; · 

That none but the workers themselves being able to expropriate 
and take collective possession of the ~nstruments and produce of 
labour~ the Syndicate will eventually transform itself into a prod~ctive 
group, thu"s having fn itself the livirig germ of the society o( -
to-morrow; - - - · · 

Adyise the comrades in all countries, without forgetting · that 
·Anarchist action cannot be entirely contained within the limits . of the 
Syndicate, to take· an active part in the independent movement of the 
working classes, and to develop inside the Syndicates the ideas of 
revolt, individual initiative, and solidarity; which ·are_ the essence -of 
Anarchism." 

(b) THE GENERAL STRIKE. 

"The Anarchists a.ssembled at AmstP.rdam declare th:it the General 
Strike with Expropriation is a remarka.ule sLimulus to organisation 
and the spirit of revolt when advocated as the· ·n1a.n_ner in ~hich .the 
total emancipation of the prolet~.riat can L>e acCO!llplished. 

The General Strike is not to he confounded with the political 
. ·General Strike, which idea is nothing but an SJ.tternpt of the politicians 
to use the General Strike for their. own ends. . · 

By the extension of strikes · to whole loca.lities, distri,cts,. or trades, 
the working class moves towards the General Stt:ike ... w.it~· Expropria­
tion, which will mean the destruction of society ,a.s it, no.w exists and 
the expropriation of all the instmments and means of production." 

( c) SYNE>ICALISM _.\ND THE G 11.:N.ERA.L STRIKE .. ' t 

" The ·IntE>rnational ·Anarchist Con~rP.f;S ~.011~!d.~r~ the Syndic~~-' 
as organisati~ris fighting in the crass. war foJ . the . amelioration of,,_.1Jie­
conditions of labour, and as unions of pri1duct.ive workers _w~Ji9,K .Q~ll . 
help in the transformation of capitalist society in~o j~.n~.rch1st 
Communist ·society. . · · .. ~i '" . , · 

The Uongress a]so, while admitting the eventual ,n~essjty , of thf""; ( 

r 
I 
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formation of special revolutionary Syndicalist groups, recommends th<? · 
comrades to support the general Syndicalist movement. 

But the Oongr<>ss considers it the duty of Anarchists to constitute 
the revolutionary el,~ment in these· organisations, and to advocate and 
support only those forms _of direct actjon which have in themselves a 
revolutionary character, and tend in that manner to alter the conditions 
of society. 

The An&.rchists c0nsider the Syndicalist movement as a powerful 
mean s of revolution, but not as a substitute for revolution. 

They recommend the comrades to take part in a General Strike 
even if proclaimed with the ai1.o of capturing the political power, and. 
to do all they possibly can to make their Syndicates put forward 
questions of economic rights. 

The Anar·chists further think that the destruction of capitalist and 
authoritarian society can only he realised through armed insurrection 
and expropriation hy force, ilnd that the use of the General Stl'ike and 
Syndicali:,t tl-lct,ics ought not to make us forget other means of direct 
action a.gainst the military powee of governments." 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30th FIFTH DAY. 
LANGE- presiding. 

ANT l-11ULIT ARIS1ll. 
MARMANDE thought this was a subject on which we were all 

entirely agreed, so we could briefly define our position t owards. the 
general Anti-Militarist movement as Anarchists, and then take OUL' 

places at the Anti-Militarist Congress then opening. Anarchists had 
been largely instfumental in starting the agitation, and had always 
recognised the value of desertion and propaganda with revolutionary 
action inside t.he army. 

MALATESTA would like to point out the difference between 
Anarchists fl.nd some other Anti-Militarists. Some of the latter take 
simply the financial or economic viewpoint of _the agitation; others 
would lih to abolish arn1iPs but not the police. 

The foilowing r<>solution was tbeu accepted unaniruously without 
further discussiuu :_:__ 

''The Ana.rchists, desiring the integral emancipation of humanity 
and the absolute liberty o~ Lhe in·dividual, are naturally the declared 
enemies of all armed forc.:i in the hands of t he State,-army, navy, or 
police. 

They urge all comrades, according to circumstances and individual 
temperament, to reyolt and refuse to serve (Pit.hPr individually or 
co1lecti ' ('ly), to passiV('ly and acti"ely dis0liey, and to j oin in a military 
str 1 ke for tile dest1 uctiou of a ll the iustru111ents of domi11u.t.ion. 

Tli · y 1·x 1•r1':-s t 11P- li"pe 1 11 ,.. t t li -j people of a.11 countries affected will 
np l_y t.11 1i d1··<.:la,rnt1,111 ut .w,..,r lJy i11!0urrection. 

Tiw) det:lare it tu Le tlieir upi11io .1 tl. at the Anarchists will set the 
ex:->Uip le." · · 

This practically closed the · Congress, Saturday morning being 
devoted to a private sittiug. In the aJternoon, a &hort <liscussjon on a 
1·tisolution pn-isent< d Ly CnAPELIEH. rouk !Jlace, in which he advocated 
Esper:-1.1110 for Aua.rchist interna.tio11al co1111uunic;itio11s. The following 
resolution was finally accPpted withou t opposition:-

"The Uo11gress expresse,i i he hope- th<tt all Anarchists will study 
the pl'olJlAm of ciu iot1ernatio,nal language." . 

The Co ngress then cl vsPd with regre,ts th;it no time had been found 
uy.ailaL'e fo r tl1e dti,CU·>.,1011 of tbe other · 1>uLjects oa the agenda­
Alcoholism, Productive A.Hoci<ltions, and tlie lntearal E. :iuca.tion of 
Uhi ldren. 

0 

TO TOBACCO WORKERS OF EVERY COUNTRY. 

Co:MRADEs,-'l'he at t empied operations of politicians in the interior 
of the 'l'rade Union movement in H olland have provoked discord in the 
Cigar- makers' 01·ganisation as well as in othe1· organisations of the 
{lountry. Among the cigar-makers and tobacco wo1·kers the decision 
was taken by all those who called themselves frankly Anti-Parliament­
arian ·to quit the old Union, the daily pmctical life of which at least 
taugl:it that workmen's organisations should not be the prey of incessant 
qua~Jels over politics; that we can only fight the masters efficiently 
upon ec~momic g1~ouuds (in strikes, lbckouts, boycottings, etc.) if we 
ha".e_,thorough agreement among ourselve& and do not try to impose 
up?~ oth.1?rs: by dit'cipline and Social Democi-atic intolerance, political 
op1mqns "Yhwh they themselves do not desire. . 

The Federat~ou of Cigar- makers and Tobacco Workers (male !lnd 
female) who, about two yea.rs ago, seceded· from the International Union 
'?f Cigar-makel's ;rnd Tobacco Woi-kers, has developed rapidly during 
itR short te1·m of existence. N umbe1·ing at the present 1,500 members 
spread ove1· 33 sections, . it . has already almost rnached the numerical 
£trength of the. Union, which has diminished exactly in proportion as· 
t he Federation has gained in adherents. 

It is p1·ecisely the rapid growth of om Hew 01·o·anisation which has 
chiefly contl'ibuted lo the recognition that the toba~co worker's in other 
countries must have suffered just the same expe1·iences as ourselves. 
The in tole1·i:nce of politicians, who will sacrifice every effo1·t at unity in 
the economic struggle to their petty task of legislation, is international. 

It seems to us certain, therefore, that oui:· work of organisation 
upon a st1·ictly economic base will not have attained its aim unless we 
have an International Union of tobacco workers, who, with ourse'.ve~, 

- stand plainly upon the revolutio_nary ground of the class struggle, firmly 
resolved not to permit mutual separation or division by electoral cam-
paigns apd Parliamept~ry .tactics. . · 

Never· has the need of an international ·and revolutionary organisa­
tion become more apparent than since the International Congress of 
Tobacco Workers held in Amsterdam in September, 1904. 

From first to last the benefits of political action were emphatically 
upheld at this congress: And the fact that certain very distinct pa1-ty 
tactics were in operation there, has revealed itself by this : that the 
delegates of the cigar-makers of different countries came one after 
another to make thefr Social Democratic profession of faith. In 
Holland, where Social Democmcy degenerates more and more into a 
purely "small bomgeois" political party, this fact alone was likely to 
cause offence. But it appears to us that our colleagues, the cigar­
make1·s of other nationalities, can never view with indifference that 
the workers (in om trade especially) are affected by a feebleness and 
inel'tia which di~poses them to hope all from thei1· deputies and, as a 
last resort, from tl1e State, in place of learning to have confidence in 
their own powers. , 

In September, 1904, however, we yet hoped-though faintly-:-to 
come to a mutual understanding in spite of different political opinions. 
It was in this hope and not to leave one method untried whereby to 
fulfil the saying- Workel's of all the World Unite !-that the Federa­
tion of Cigar-makers and 'l'obacco W m·kers (male and female) in 
Holland reqnei'ted to be allied to the internationa l organisation side by 
side with the Un ion. Invited to explain and justify our demand before 
the· Internationa.1 Congre . ..;,;;, we there met with the same intolerance 
from which we h;.id jn::;t escaped. 

'' .vVe must t:1ke pai·t in poiitica.I action," said Berner, our colleague 
fro111 Berlin, to the dtl('g.1tes of the Federation : " as nien we are 
Social Democra.ts.ll And it was with a cert.a.in professional p1·ide that 
he 1·eminderl u"-" Cigar-wo1 kers, some years ago, were the first to 
follow Lassalle in fightin/! with all their power and beforn all for the 
co1 1qne:-;t uf un iversal suffrnge." 

This is, undoubtedly, very fine, but Lassalle lived fifty years ago, and 
J m·i11g that half-ceutury we h:1 ve at least leal'l1t something-that in the 
cou11t1·ies where _univer::;a] suffnige exist:-;, there t eigus the same ca1jitalist 
exploitatiou as i11 those whel'e tl1e s11ff1';.ige is more 01· le~s rest1·icted. 
Are we the:1, aftt!L' h,df a century, to be lu1·ed by th.e s:tme electoral 
1il1rases, aud :-liall we bec.:a.11se of electioneerillg interest:::;, permit that 
uur 1·evol 11t,io11;u·y aetiou be pa.ra.lysed? 

Cu111rnJe::;, at the Iutematioua.l Congress of September, 1904, ab the 
time· of the discussio!l as to our admission, we were confronted with a 
1·esolutiou which we could not accept and which rendered impossible 
atliliation with the international organisation, since upon the adoption 
of such a resolution whosoever is not a. Social Democrat finds himself 
at once an outsider. 

'l'he exclusion of our Federation becomes striking in consequence of 
the resolution, which seems to us to be of considerable importance to 
the wodd at la1·ge. 

As the most characteristic portion of this resolution appeared &ub­
~equently in a tactical proposal unanimously adopted by acclamation at 
the Cong1·ess, we reproduce it below: 

"The sixth International Congress of Cigar-makers cannot 
decide to recommend Trade Uuioni:::;t organisations of Cigar-makers 
and 'l'obacco W m·kers to affiliate themselves to any one political 
pa1 ·ty in particular ; but the Congress declares political action to 
be 11ecessn1·y in conjunction with purely Trade Union action. that 
is to say, of cou!'se, the old and ti-ied political action of the Social 
Democmts; to this end the Congress recommends all Trnde Union 
workers lo ta ke pa1·t iu politics, and deems it right t o state that 
this 'l'mde U niou an d political action will fnri 1ish the working 
cl as::: 11ot ouly wi th the means for the amelioration of t he condit ions 
of life, but also for t he fi ual enfranchisement of t ,e proletariat." 

It is this curious phrase as to political action:-" that is to say, the 
old and tried political action ·of the Social Democrats "-which was so 
i·epuguant to us at the time of the discussion upon the admission of the 
:Federation, and which impels us tu say : 

It is an in ternational dange1· which [ewes the wo1·ke1·s' rmovernen t, a 
dange1· of being 1·uled and Soeial Deniocm,tised cts f01·rne1·ly the wo1·ke1·s' 
rnovement was cle1·icalised and catholicised ! 

We, however, claim that from the_ moment of the aO.option of the 
above-cited proposal such of our fellow cigar-makers who are a little 
less bound by dogmatic conceptions and somewhat more advanced than 
the Social Democrats will feel as little at home in the prese11t inter­
national organisation as will those among them who adhe1·e to · other 
,than the Social Democratic party." Even certain partisans of Social 
·nemocracy have not hesitated to state tha:t the adoption of the above­
cited resolution and its being made an essential part in the debates upon 
om· admission, has been a " mistake " and an "act wanting tact." 

Nevertheless, on the other hand, this very act has had the advantage 
of showing us where we stand in what concerns international relations. 

Oom1·ades, tobacco workers of other lands, we call for your opinion 
n:S to whethe1· the moment has iwt anived when the International 
Organisation of Tobacco "vV 01·ke1·s-, which we see ruled by intolerance 
and fallen in an evil hour ii1to the hands of Social Democratic leaders, 
should be opposed by a. llew auJ freer International Union - a Uniou 
based sti-ictly on the standpoint of the class wal' aud co1·Jial agreement 
between all the wo1·kers in the same trade, an agree111en t w hid1 we can 
only fi ud in common action upou an -economic ground . 

· U nions and workers iu othe1· counb-ies wlio be1ieve with us that;. 
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such an attempt at orga,nisation sho nld be made heuceforth,are 1·equested 
to send proof at least of their sympathy. At the s11me time '"P ask 
them particularly to forward us (before February, 1908) t,heir opin ion 
as to organising a.n International Congress of Cig:1r-m11kers and Tobaccl) 
Workers, a Congress in which the endeavour for an intern:1tional 
agceement on the basis suggested shall stand ns the first point of 01·der 
of the dav. · 

If th~ desired agreement, p:nticularly on this poi11 t, en n be re:1~hed, 
the Federation of Cigar-makers and Tobace0 Workers of Ho!l:tnd will 
undertake all the necessary prepn rn.tions for the projected Uong1 e.ss, the 
time and place of which, in tbi::; ca:-e, can be ult.imately fixed in the 
summer of 1908. 

A rrnste1·darn, October, . 1907. 
All communications should be sent to the Secretary , J. J. Ho:rmmRG, 

Borgerstraat 124, Amsterdam (Holland). 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

Italy. 
The principal effect of the recent stl'ikes in Italy has be~n to shon­

in all its nakedness the position of the Socialist .Pa1·ty. Hithe1-to there 
has always been a mino1·ity in the party who were morn devoted to the 
practical evolution of the Labour mo,7ement than .to the i·ealisa.tion o'f 
what they wet·e pleased to call "Soei<dist ideab." · T his miuoi·ity h:1s 
now disappe•1red, arid the whole r-;trnugth of the pn.rty will henceforth 
be exerted for the 1·ealisation of those '' idea.18~" To real Soc i:di::;t~ , they 
declare, it matters not wbetbe1· tile p<>pnlar tendency be for Vi l'ect 
Action; it is the dnty of ali Socialists to co~1trol i.:i.ll such te1;1le1 1cies 
and eonvert them into Pa.rlia.mentaiy act.ion . That i:::: to S<t}, 11 liei ever 
people are found d isco11tented they must _at a,ll costs be per"11 1de.! t,o 
wait patiently, vote l'egnlady, a_nd li:1ve a faith in their Socialist, :e.i del's 
as absolute as auy Catholic lrn.s in the Pope. 

The absurd part of it nll is th:1t while the party is becoming worn 
and more tlie most po,vel'fnl conset v: 1t i,·e mo,·ement in the country, it 
is making eve11 grnater effo1ts to pose as the one and only party of the 
w0t·kers. If they had two hundred Deputies in the Chamber they 
could not show mo1·e political eff1·ontery. ·Willi regal'd to the Tmde 
U niotJ Con fede~·ation, the executive of tbepait.y acts with the assurance of 
a Cz"\1·, summoning a meeting of the Confedera.tion executive, telling it 
what it i::-; to apprnve aucl \\'hat it is to condemn. Thii:; woulil indeed 
seeru to be political power except for the inte:·e:-;ti ng fact that by a 
simple dnplication of offices the two executive::; diffe1· RC:u·cely i11 a1 1y­
thi11g but name. At the same t ime the pn i·t y pt ess CH 1Ties on a 
vigorous campaign of libel and insinuation agaiw;t tlie Syrnl icalists, 
saying, for example, tliat because the Syudicalists are e nemies of the 
Confederation, therefore . they are enemies of the U uious, whose 

· temporary .officials have concocted this purely official Confederation. 
On the people of Italy all these intrigues and kid glove tyrannies 

can have little effect. The recent sti·ikes showed that when the masses 
are i·eady for action they will not wait for the word of command., and 
in the face -0f this obvious fact it is almost laughable to see the worthy 
professors without professions, and lawyers \vithout briefs, "organising 
the people" on a worn-out system of sheer militarism. 

But it is something for the progressive cause of the people that 
these organisers sl10uld have at last made clear their position and aims 
in practice as well as in theo1·y. At -a recent meeting of the Oon­
fed1::ration one of the main items under discnssion was how to weaken 
tht1 power of the C:tme1.·e de! Lavoro, the ll)ca,l orga11is 1ti0ns, i11 order, 
so it was saicl, to sl1·eng'llieu the Tf'ade U1Jiou.-;. Now it is weH known 
that these local orgaui~~. t.inns hn ve for r-:-ome time bee11 the most energetic 
in the countr·y ; they ham iu most ca.:;es bee11 t1l1e rnaiusp1·ing~ of the 
impo.rtant strikes dming the IHst. few years. They hH \7e, in fact, been 
too progressive for the Socialist Party. They ha.ve sho,wn that the 
people as a whole is very little concerned with political theory and 
dogma, that for the workers notbi1ig is l:enlJy imp<·)rtant but the Direct 
Action of the workers. So iu or·de1· to safegw•~·d tlieil' pre1,;ious 
"ideals" the Socialists al'e now r-:-eeking how to suppress these Ca.mere 
del L:woro. 

'l'he general condition of the country is one of expectant unrest. 
The increased cost of living has lons- since discounted any rises of wages 
won during the last few ye:-i.rs, n.nd at Rome the ahthorities have resorted 
to the old expedient of fixing a legal maximum price for the necessary 

.food of the people. Still stranger is the action of the Government in 
anticipating the payment of dividends on Consols. '!'heir idea is that 
in paying out a sum cf £4.000,000 six weeks in ach'~rnce the threatened 
financial crisis, which is at bottom a Labom crisis, will be averted . . 
Pel'haps ~hey imagine that the. worke1·s al'e large holders of Oonsols ! 
Before many days, too, the country will feel the effect of the thousands 
of famili.es who are r.eported to be 1"8tnrning to their homes, dri\ren out 
of the United States by nneniployment. So that we have in Italy four 
separate indications of an approaching c1·ii-;i::; : (1) the most advanced 
political party attempting to rnstmin the spontaneous action of the 
:people; (2) the attempt to limit by law the rnaximnm pl'iees of neces­
sities; (3) the Government anticipat.iug payments to its eredito l'S; and 
( 4) a thrna.te1rnd irnmigr·atjon of 1rn~rnployed. 

Denmark. 
· . A cornl'ade.iu Copenhagen w1·ites :-I must tell you of somethi11g 
fhat has happened here that is n di~g- 1 ·ace to 011r co1111try. 'An Anarchist 

·----------------~·------

comrade named Rasmussen has t h i merning (No\·embe1· 13) killed a 
policeman and, immediately after, himself. The C:1 use of it would make 
a long sto1-y, so in a few wo1·d · I c::tn only tell you that last y~ar. he 
suffered eight months' inipri~onmeut-8, crw..11 sentence-for havmg ._ 
written some articles displeasing to tlie a.utboi·ities. 'W hen rnleased he 
again commenced to Wl'ite, a.nd then the detectives begnn to persecute 
him in ernry pos ible way. He went to Sweden, bnt they followed, and 
finally he 1·etnrned to Copeulia.gen . But there was no rest fo1· .him 
here, for he was hunted down by two detectives, who t1 ·ied to atTest 
him, saying they would get him th ree months' imprisonment. Im­
mediately he shot one dead, the other nw away, and he then turned the 
revolver on himself. 

It is sad to lose snch a good comrnde, and it makes one bum with 
indignation at the action of our Government that is supposed to be so 
"good ." What is more wicked thitn to make people kill? But tr~is 
our Government is doing evel'y day. Aiready twelve comrades are m 
gaol, and five or six more arn to t it.ke th~ir trial. You must look to 
Russia to tind anything similar t o this. 

PROPAGANDA NOTES. 

[Report~ of tlte .Afovement are spec1'ally invited, and should lie sent in not 
later than the 25th of each month.] · 

INTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST FEDERATION OF THE ENGLISH PROYINCES. 

The aboYe Fedenltion was formed :tt a co'nference held recently 011, 

the initiati've of the M:i1 1chester com1·:1 des. It wn,s decided that the 
object .of the Fedenltio.11 be t,lie solidifying of the .differe1.1t gr.oups to 
enable each to help the othe1-, n nrl t h ns help as n n mgamserl hody to 
sp1ead our principles OV81' H. ]argel' :uea tha 11 W;U.; !JO~sib]e iu the past. 
And to put this into prnct.ice the foiiowiug mea: i;:; wel'e suggested :-

1. That groups be fo1 ·med wherever possif,Je. H11d that spt>a.ken;' or 
orgaui.:::ers' expense.s be bol'ile by e;1ch g1 OU[i <H.:cordit;g to its iitrniel'ical 
strnngth. The same p1·i11ciJ?le tG :tpply tu tl ie p•1ytnent. of postflg-e, etc. 

2. That the _Federnt ion Secreta l'y notify each grn1111 11s to· the 
engagements of spe:1ke1·,-, a11d in vite their active cu-ope nit.ion towa rds 
keeping our s_peaket'l'i, if po:-s ib'e, lect.uring in difl'e1·eut placlJS e;teh 
week-end. 

3. That all is >lated c lmr.ide' be wTitten t o :wd asked to keep them ­
selves in touch with the Fedc:H"ation, so that they can be helped with 
speakers and literatnre to do prnpagnnda. 

4. That F?·eedorn and the Worke1·s' F1·iend be invite.I to help the 
Federation by inserting fully their' reports aud the names and addresses 
of the secreta.1·y of e;ich g1·oup. _ . 

After confi1·1ui1:g tl1e ::;electiun of ~eeret: 11·y (A. De;:;pies, 2 I G1dlow 
Road, Live1·pool), it was decided to hold the next Conference in 
Liverpool on December 15, and that a public meeting be convened for 
the same date. The Confernnce corwl uded by callillg upon all comrades 
to unite in one common effort to help the Federntion to sp~·ead the 
principles of Anarchist Communism by the fonnatio11 of gr~ups 01· ~n~ 
other way possible. ·we afterwal'ds pas~ed a pleasa.nt soci;tl e\·enmg 
with refreshments and song~. 

MANCHESTER 

The l\1anche8ter gronp have done a gdod deal of propaganda dming 
the month. They a1·e ir1deed a most enei·get.ic gl'oup, as besides holding 
their indoor lecturns they have a lso doue active wo1·k amongl't the . 
Trade Unionist:--, taking a most active part in the recent ca.p-rnakers' 
strike . They fo11ght very strenuously ag,1.inst this :-;t,l'ike being' io;ettled 
by arbitration, but the democ1 -atic idea of palliative-5 and the t.?ne of 
respectability leut to it by the p1 ·e15euce of our Olle a11d only \i'i; rnston 
Churchill, tl e L o1·d ..t 1.a,yor of Ivhnchester, the Mnyor of Salford, a few 
Councillors l hrow u in , ~:nd lrtstly, la.w Hnd order represented by the 
Chief Co11stn,hle of .Mauchestei·, b.rnlrn clow11 wl1at othenv.·ise wo1ild have 
been a gloriou~ victory for L:d1011 1·.· The gl'Oup have also t1·ied t.o revive 
the open air meeting~ i u Stevenson Sq11are, l>oth Comrade Kavanngb 
and myself beiug iuvited by tl1ern to ca1Ty thi~ _work on. . . 

On Novem ber' 11 t he; .beld ~• Uhicago M"r~.\' l'R meetmg m t.he 
Labour H all , Ch·e;;,,t Dncie Street. the l:lpeake1:s L>ein.g .Comrades Franks._. 
Goodstone, V ermont. Zie<l !er, Clarke, a11d myself. ... -'J'he audience wns a 
most illte tive one, <tud at its close they proved. their sym1•at hy by 
giving ;1. real F.·oc>ll coiled.ioiJ. 

Tb us end i:; a mo ,r,lt ·~ w01·k that ont' l\'.[a.1whester comritdes C<W 

always look b;ick u poll with pl'ide. Bravo, comrades! Keep the flag 
flying that yon h :-i.v8 so ga ll<wtly unfurle:i, and ma~e ns m~re a.nd mr:1.·e 
dete!'rnined to show uni· active antipathy t o the tnlse society m whicb 
we live. 

LEEDS. 

Leeds has thrown off he r rmwtle of :sleep to once more tnke 3:n 
active pa,rt in the struggle for emaneip~tion, a nd ha~ for?1ed a ~roup 
called the Leeds Anarchical Self-Educo.t1ve Group, their obJect berng to 
study all that m;1y tend to develop themselves, ~rnd thus be enabled to 
more accurately impart knowledge to others. Comrades Bodan~ky t:nd 
Newdall, who founded· t.lie Jewish F'l'eethi'.nke1·-and who we ca11 imn.gme 
to make it the s11cc8ss it is more or 1e8s to-day mtist ha.ve suffererl many 
times the feeliu•r of de:o;pair, but the truth of their ideal still spun·ecl 

· them on until t:>now ha.vino· a 'widespread connection with agerits and 
· ' 

0 ·a h · suppo1·ters in most parts of the work'-lrnve ~till. fort.her prove . ~ e tr 
solida1·ity u.r not only l1:1mhng O\."er thP. pubh<mt1on of the F1·e~thin1cei' 
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_and pamphlet~ to the group, but also giving them over 1,300 other 
books and pamphlets, as well as their large and varied assortment 
of printing type, etc. They make an appeal to all comrades abroad to 
help them to do their work effectively not only by pushing the sale of 
theil' publications, but above all to realise that such efforts can only be 
successful when they are monetarily supported. 

I was invited to Leeds on November 3rd and held four very successful 
meetings. Our old comrade Mat Sollett reminded me of his fighting 
days eighteen to twenty years ago, for he was in splendid form. 
Comrade Nicoll, looking quite juvenile, gave a rapid but clear outline 
of Continental Syndicalism, Comrade Goldberg, who is a keen student 
of economics, very ably helping. I shall feel surprised if we do not 
hear more of our Leeds comrade Kitson. Altogether my impressions 
are that Ljjeds bas at present in its group all the means to make them 
an effective fighting force for the propagation of our principles. 

On Sunday, November 17, Comrade· Nicoll delivered a lecture on 
"William Morris and bis Times" in their meeting-place, 1 Fieldhead 
Terrace, in which be very ably illustrated and compared the Labour 
movement in this country during the latter part of the nineteenth 
century ttnd the great Labour struggles on the Continent during the 
same period, concluding by giving some revolutionary recitations, after 
which the comrades discussed the following week's programme, thus 
completing an evening of idealistic joy tempered with reason. 

I feel assured, comrades, that the work you are doing to-day must 
be:tr its fruit in the future, so continue to let us hear of your efforts. 

CARDIFF. 
I hear from our Cardiff comrades that they have recently formed a 

group there and are doing their best to spread the principles of Direct 
Action by keeping themselves in touch with the Trade Unions. They 
have also formed a group in Swansea, but they feel the lack of English 
speakers, especially in Cardiff, where they think a good strong English 
group could be formed in a very short time, ways and means towards 
which they <lf'si1 ·e to be discussed at our next Conference to be held in 
Liverpool on December 15. Thus the light is spreading far and wide, 
proving more and more the necessity of cohesion, solidarity, and 
organi:-ation amongst Ui". 

LIYEHPOOL. 
The R eviv11li:-.ts have more than played their part in the spread of 

our doctrines, for with the 11.ssistance of Comrades Bea van, Kavanagh, 
Fairl>rnther, O'Shen, and others good and healthy work has really been 
<lo'ne, witi1 the result that the group is stronger to-day than ever. 
Comrfl<le Tnrnel' is due to lecture here on December 1, and everybody 
is working l1ard towards making it a huge success. 

BURNLEY. 
Comrnde Silverman, of Burnley, makes an appeal to all sympathisers 

to turn up at 10 West Gate on Monday nights at 7 o'clock, with the 
view of forming a group in Burnley. I hope to hJar that his efforts 
and the effort.s of all other comrades have their reward in more work 
beiug doue. On behalf of the Federation, 

A. DESPRES. 

Comrade Beavan also writeH~ from Liverpool:-" During the past 
mouth we lia\'e had good indoor rneetillgs. Papers have been read by 
-Oomrades Bessie Ward and Metcalf on •• The Social General Strike" 
and "The Shop Assistants Union and Direct Action." The discussions 
were of an interesting character, comrades showing a keen desire to 
know and understand the problems involved . . A suggestion was made 
for an appeal to FREEDOM to reprint "The Social General Strike" and 
Comrade Blair Smith's "Direct Action v. Legislation," these two 
p1-1mphlets being considered valuable for propaganda purposes. At the 
. same time it is recognised that the FREEDOM Group is already too much 
btm:lened with the expense attached to the issue of our paper, and we 
the1 efore fm·ther suggest that comrades and gronps throughout the 
com1t 1 y should send financial help for the purpose of getting these 
pamphlets 1·eprinted. Our group is prepared to guarnntee £1 as a 
sttt1·t, and we hope others will follow suit. If Direct Action as an 
:a.nti<lote to Parli1-1menta1·y tactics is to be thoroughly advocated, we 
u1 ngt recognise the necessity of getting suitable literature for distri­
bution. We have been getting ready for Comrade Turner's visit, and 
in m·xt mout.h's i 'Sue will be foun~ a complete report of meetings." 

INFORMATION WANTED. 
Roger Williams-known as one of the earliest advocates of religious 

toleration, the founder of Providence, Rhode Island, after his expulsion 
from Massachusetts-when he had become Governor of Rhode Island, 
according to the "Dictionary of National Biography,"" earned some 
unpopularity in 1656 by issuing a warrant for the arrest on a charge 
of high treason of one of _ his old followel's, Williarn Hci1Tis, who had 
gi\·en a.11 absurd application to Williams's views [of tolernt.ion, etc.] by 
p1·om11Jgating anarchical doctrines, such as tl1e unlawfulness of' all 
~arthly vo1ce1·' and the ' bloodgniltyness' of all penal discipliue." This 
~eems to menu that William Harris was ·one of the early forgotten 
.A ri11.rc'.hist~. Is anything fur tht'r known about his theories aud 
i:listory ?-.M. :K. 

MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

(November 9-Der.embe1• 4-) 
FREEDOM Gnaran tee Ftmd-T. F. M. 2s. 6d., B. Faitelson 2s., W . E. 2s. 6d.~ . 

K. W . 15s., B. G. (Leeds) Is., Collected at Leeds ls. 3d., A. W. 0. 10>1., 
H. Rubill 3s., N. £2, E . Carpenter 10s., H. Glasse 5s., F. Casenove ls. 

FREEDOM Subscriptions.-P. Marchand 3s., F. Casenove ls 6d., A. Ma.dia.-
3s. lOd. A. Zibelin ls. 6d., M. Masson ls. 6d. 

Sales of FREED011r.-Reevee 2s., Henderson 3s. 6d., Richmond ls., B. Faitelson 
ls. 6d., G. V. Aldridge ls. 4d., Olson ls., A. Goldberg 2s., S. Wermont · 
ls. 6d., W. Underwood 2s. 8d., Goodman 3s., H. Rubin 3s. 4d., F. 
Goulding ls. 4d., R. Gund_ersen 4s., D. W ormald ls. 4d., A. Pollock ls. 3d., . 
E. G. Smith ls. -1c1 .• , R. Goldberg ls. 6d., B. Greenblatt 6s. 

Pamphlet and Book Sales.-E. M. S. 2s., S. Carter ls. 6d., G. Aldred 5s. 6d. , 
B. Bridge lOs. 6d., J. Scarceriaux 2s .. Good.man ls., E. G. Smith lls. 8d., 
R. Faitelson 9s. 6d., H. Rubin 6s., Goulding ls. 4d., H. Glasse ls., J. Hose 2s., . 
J. Monk Js. 6d., R. Goldberg 4s. 6d., H. 0. jun. 2s. 4d. 

"VOICE OF LABOUR" FUND. 
Harrogate Comrades £1 5s., B. Rose 2s. 6d., W. E. 2s. 6d., S. G. 3s. 6d., H. 

Rubin 2s., R. Gundersen ls. 

Read~ on . December 16. 
THE 

INTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST 
CONGRESS. 

Amsterdam, 1907. 
( Repri'ntecl from '' F1·eeclom. '') • 

PRICE ...... ONE PENNY. 

"FREEDOM:'' OFFICE, 127 OSSULSTON STREET, N.W. 

.Just Reprinted. 

Anarchism : its Philos-ophy and Ideal. 
By PETER KROPOTKIN. 

Useful Work and Useless Toil. 
Monopoly ; or, How Labour is Robbed. 

By ·w rLLIAM MoRRrs. 

b·ice ld. each, po'st-fi'ee nd. ; 24 fo1· ls.' 6d. 

HENDER.SONS, 
66 OH.ARING CROSS ROAD, LONDON, W.O., 

Also at 15A PATERNOS'rER Row, E.C., 
For Revolutionary Literature, 

Socialist, Labour, Rationalist, and all Advanced 
Thought Books· and Periodicals. 

Piiblishing Office of " 11he Deadly Pamllel," Pi·ice ld. 

MOTHER EAR.TH. 
Published by EMMA GOLDMAN. • 

Offices: 210 East 13th Street, New York City, U.S.A. 
Can be obtained from Fa1rnDoM Office. 6<l. monthly, poet-free 7d. 

Back numbers supplied. 
Specimen copy sent on receipt of Id. stamp. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pamphlet and Book List. 
THE w AGE SYSTEM. BY PE'l'ER KROPOTKIN. Id .. 
THE COMMUNE OF. PARIS. BY PETER KROPOTKIN. Id. 
A TALK ABOUT ANARCHIST COMMUNISM BETWEEN TW<Jl · 

WORKJ<JRS. BY E. MALATESTA. Id. 
ANARCHISM: ITS PHILOSOPHY AND IDEAL. BY P. KROPOTKIN Id. 
THE ST.A TE ; ITS HISTORIC ROLE. By PETER KROPOTKIN. 2d. 
RESPONSIBILITY ANI> HOLIDARI'l'Y IN THE LA.BOR STRUGGLE. Id . 
AN APPEA), TO T[ll~ YOUNG. BY PE'l'ER KROPOTKIN. Id. 
LAW AND A UTHOlUTY. By PE'l'ER KROPOTJUN. 2d. 
SOCIALISM THE REMEDY. By HENRY GLASSE. Id. 
SOCIAL DEMOCRACV I.N GERMANY. By GUS'l'AV LANDAUER. id. 
ORGANISED VENUEANCE-CALLJm "JUSTICE." By PETER"~ 

KROPOTKIN. Id. 
EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. By E. REcLus. ld. 
THE KING AND 'l'RE AN ARC HIST. 2d. 
THE SOCIAL GENERAL STRIKE BY ARNOLD ROLLER. 2d. 
THE MASTERS OF LIFE. By MAXIM GORKY. 3d. post-free. _ 
THE CRIMINAL .ANARCHY LAW. By T. ScHROEDER. 3<1. post-free~ 

MEMOIRS OF A REVOLUTIONIST. By PETER KROPOTKIN, . 
5s. 6d. post-free. 

WHAT IS PROPERTY? By P. J. ,P1wuDHON. 2 vols., 2s,. 
post-free 2s. 4d. 

NEWS FROM NOWHERE. By WILLIAM MORRIS. . ls. 6d. ; postage 4d. 
FIELDS, FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS. By P KROPOTKIN •. 

Pape1· cove1· 6d., post-free 9<l.; cloth 1 s., post- free ls. 3d. 
PRISONS, POLICE . AND PUNI3HMENT. Ry E. CARPENTER. Paper ls.P,. 

cloth 2s., postage 3d. 
HISTORY OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. By C. L. JAMES.­

Cloth 2~. 6d. post free. 
-----· 

All ordera, with cash, should be sent to 
Manager," Fl'eedom" Office, 127 Ossulst<>n Street, London, N.W • 

Print~~ a.nd published by T. H. KF.gJ,L, 127 Os:mlstou Street, London, N. Wo · 


