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AN INFAMY. 

The Executive of the International Socialist Bureau at 
Brussels has issued a circular to its adherents asking for con­
tributions towards a Spanish. Social Democratic organ. The 
appeal is signed by Vandervelde, Anseele, Furnemont, and 
Huysmans. In order to arouse the generosity and zeal of inter­
national Social Democracy, they say : . ''By helping the Socialists 
of Catalonia you will contribute to the destruction of one of the 
greatest and oldest hotbeds of Anarchism in Europe.'' 

It is difficult to find anything more infamous than this 
document. At a time when all honest and enlightened people in 
Europe and America proclaim ~heir indignation and protest 
against the execution of Ferrer and othe1· Anarchists, at a time 

· when Montjuich is filled with the victims of oppression, these 
Social Democratic gentlemen are asking financial contributions 
in ord.er to lend a helping hand to the Church and militarism in 
their effort to crush the Anarchists. 

Shameless as this act is, it is not for the first time that the 
Social Democrats have sided with the oppressors of Spanish 
Anarchists. Forty years ago Engels and Lafargue 'published 
in a Belgian paper the names of the members of the secret 
Anarchist organisation in Spain. At that time, as now, Spanish 
Social Democracy was represented by insignificant groups of 
small bourgeois politicians, headed by Iglesias. Since the 
beginning of the International in 1868 the working-class· move­
ment and trade union organisation have always been Federalist, 
Autonomist and Anarchist. 

But the infamy committed by Engels and Lafargue evidently 
has not been successful, because now, forty years later, Vander­
velde and his friends again have to admit that Barcelona and 
Catalonia are hotbeds of Anarchism. 

We are convinced that this disgraceful appeal by the rich 
bourgeois Vandervelde, a Jesuit by education, will also provoke 
only the contempt and indignation of all honest people, without 
distinction of party or nationality. Their appeal may find 
sy~pathy, but only among the servants of the Pope, King and 
Capitalism, and perhaps a contribution may be received from 
the blood-stained executioners of Ferrer. 

ESKI'MOS AND COMMUNISM. 

Many travellers have given us a description of the good 
fellowship among the Eskimos living in their primitive com­
munity. Not only their family life, but also their hunting and 
fishing expeditions are based on Communism. It seems that the 
white man has attempted to bring his civilisation, including 
Christianity, private property and exploitation, amongst his 
heathen brethren in the Arctic. Commander Peary deals with 
this subject, and says:-

,, They are savages, but they are not savage ; they a.re 
without government, but they are not lawless; they are utterly 

· uneducated according to our standard, yet they exhibit a remark­
able degree of intelligence . . In temperament like children, 
with all a child's delight in little things, they are nevertheless 
enduring as the most matured of civilised men and women, and 
the best of them are faithful unto death. Without religion and 
having no idea of God, they will share their last meal with any 
one who is hungry, while the aged and helpless among them are 
taken care of as a matter of course. They are healthy and pure 
blooded; they have no vices, no intoxicants, no bad habits-not 
even gambling. Altogether, they are a people unique upon the 
face of the earth. A friend of mine calls them philosophic 
Anarchists of the North. . . : . . 

''I hope no efforts will ever be made to civilise them. 
Such effort.s, if successful, would destroy their primitive Com­
munism, which is necessary to preserve their existence. Once 

give them an idea of real-estate interest and personal­
property rights in houses and food, and they would 
become as selfish as civilised beings, whereas, now, any 
game larger than a seal is the common property of ~he 
tribe, and no man . starves whilst his neighbours are gorgrng 
themselves. If a man has two sets of hunting implements, he 
gives one of them to the man who has none. It is this feeling 
of good fellowship which alone preserves the race. I h~ve 
taught them some of the fundamental principles of sanitat10n 
and the care of themselves, the treatment of simple diseases, of 
wounds, and other accidents; but there I think their civilisation 
should stop. And my opinion is not based on theory ~r pre­
judice, but on eighteen years of intimate study and experience." 

'r 

SOCIALISM AND SCIENTIFIC POSSIBILITIES. 

Real science, that of the naturalists, opens up a perspective 
of abundance, freedom and happiness. Some ten years ago the · 
great French chemist, Berthelot, stated that considering conte~­
porary chemistry it would be possible in future to prepare qmte 
easily in the chemical factories the food for the whole 
community. 

Now Edison, in the Inclevendent (New York), gives us a _ 
forecast of what life may be with the advance of natural 
science:-

" In 200 years, by the cheapening of commodities, the 
.ordinary labourer will live as well a8 a man does now with 
200,000 dols. annual income. Automatic machinery and scientific 
aO'riculture will bring about this result. Not individualism but 
s~cial ·labour will dominate the future; you can't have individual 
machines and every man working by himself. Industry will 
constantly become more social and interdependent. There will 
be no manual labour in the factories of the future. The men in 
them will be merely superintendents watching the machinery to 
see that it woi·ks right. The work-day, I believe, will be eigh-t 
hours. Every man needs that much work to . keep him out of 
mischief and to keep him happy. But it will be work with the 
braio, something that men will be inte1·ested in, and done in 
wholesome, pleasant surroundings. Less and less man will be 
used as an engine, or as a horse, and his brain will be employed 
to benefit himself and his fellows." 

But 200 years is rather a long wait for the millennium, and 
we think that in two generations, with a thoroughly scientific 
and technical education for everybody, the possibilities of con­
temporary natural science will be realised. 

Edison's opinion of eight hours' obligatory work means, of 
course, not toiling in factories, but rather eight hours' activity 
distributed in school, workshop, garden, etc., according to the 
inclination of the individual. 

This is what we Anarchist Communists have always propa­
gated as the ideal of a social community. 

DEATH OF MOSES HARMAN. 

This brave old :fighter in the cause of freedom passed away, after 
a short illne s, on January 30, at Lo Angeles, California. His 
free di cu sion of sex questions in his paper L iwife1· brought him into 
frequent collision with the United States postal authorities, and he 
served several term of imprisonment, the la t only four years ago. 
But nothing daunted him, and in .Eugenics (the successor of Lucifer) 
sex question were handled as boldly a before. At a time when 
reaction is fighting hard to gain the upper hand, such a stalwart as 
Mose Harman will be sadly missed. 

ANAROHY.-A social theory which regardB the union of order 
with the absence of all direct government of man by man as the 
political ideal-Century Dictionary. 
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Pages of Socialist History. 
BY \"'v. TcHERKEsoFF. 

[A the AmericnH edi ion of thi book lrns been exhausted, and tle:nands for 
it consta11tly reach 11 , we have tlet:ided to publish a new edition, whieh we shall 
first l'llll through F1:mmo:1r and tlH•n is. ne a a serie~ of pamphlets, each 
co11 i. ting of a self·contaiuell chapt r, a , for in tanc , "Couce11tration of 
'apital," "Plagiari m," "English aHd French ocialists before l 48," "The 

Origiu or the Communist Manifesto," etc.-En.J 

INTRODUCTION. 
"The enemies of the people, of their intellectual and social 

emancipation, are united in a supreme effort to impede, if not 
once for all to crush, the progress and development of the 
common welfare. 

"The Clergy with the 1. ability, once almost annihilated by 
the democracy during the great French Revoluticn, are again 
as numerous and powerful as before. 

"The sovereigns with their ministers, the plutocracy and 
the military, once so profoundly humiliated by the people of the 
Continent during the revolutions of 1848, have recovered their 
self-confidence, their power and brutality. 

"What iR the cause of this change? Why, at the beginning 
of the twentieth century, are the people more oppressed and 
humiliated that in the middle of the nineteenth'? 

"The answer is obviously clear and simple. Because,' during 
the last thirty years there has not been in existence any effective 
opposition to contend with this newly arisen Despotism and 
Oppression. 

"Because, all the advanced and progressive political parties 
are in perpetual conflict among themselves, so that the Govern­
mente , the aristocracy, and . the money-mongers have forgotten 
the salutary lessons of the great Revolution and of the year 1848. 

" Because, the political and social reformers of to-day, instead 
of urging resistance and revolution, are preaching to the people 
the doctrine of petty reforms and submission. -

"Because, every individual or popular revolutionary attempt 
is immediately discredited and censured by these same reformers, 
more fiercely even than was ever done before by any moderate 
supporters of the existing order. 

"Such are the facts. And great is the responsibility attached 
to the disciples of these Parliamentarian reformers, among whom 
certainly the first place belongs to Marx and Engels, together 
with their followers, now so numerous throuo-hout Europe. 
Their teachings and tactics, their legal-always

0

-legal-action, 
their violent hatred of revolutionists, disheartened .all honest and 
vigorous fighters." 

These introductory lines were written 'in 1902 for the 
American edition of my booklet., "Pages of Socialist History." 
Since then, political events, especially the Russian revolutionary 
movement, which by a triumphant genera] strike wrung from a 
cruel and obstinate despot a Constitution more democratic than 
any of the German States, have shown the working class of 
Europe what a powerful weapon a well-organised general strike 
can be in the fight for liberty. Even in Germany, where for 
forty years the Social Democratic teachings of Marx and Engels 
were regarded as Holy Scripture, the workers beaan to see the 
fallacy of their leaders' hatred of revolutionary tactics and of the 
general strike. The latter was adopted as a means of political 
emancipation, and the ord inary revolutionary tactics of street 
demonstrations were resorted to in order to -obtain a democratic 
franchise. 

The same change of opinion amongst Social Democrats may 
be observed on many points of their theoratical prooTamme as 
f . h b ' ' or instance, t e fatalistic conception of concentration of capital 
the agrarian question, etc. ' 

We can only rejoice at these first signs of an awakenino· of 
the critical and revolutionary spirit among the present generation 
of the German workers. Once doubt has arisen in the minds of 
the people, they will not fail sooner or later to see in · the true 
light that the pompous edifice of so-called scientific Marxian 

ocialism has not a scientific but a metaphysical foundation; 
does_n~t contain treasures of original research, but unscrupulous 
pla_giar.1sm ·c and. ~oes not rest on the pillars of equality and 
sohdanty 01 ocrnhsm, but on a barren tate recrulation with it 
hierarchy, discipline, and submission. 

5 

THE CON ENTRATION OF CAPITAL. 
I. 

Every historical epoch, every political pa1·ty, has been stained 
by some . erroneous, and often mischievous idea which was 
nevertheless, at t.hat time admitted by all the ~orld ~s undoubted 

fact, and accepted by men of capacit.y and talent, as well as by 
the commonplace persons who merely swallow the opinions of 
their neighbours. And when it has happened that a false 
appreciation has been et forth and formulated in " scientific" or 
" philosophic " sty le, its injurious domination has extended over 
generations. 

ow we Socialists, without distinction of party or school, all 
share in just such an error. I speak of the law of the concen-
tration of capital, definitely formulated by Marx, and repeated 
by Socialist writers or speakers the world over. Go into a 
Socialist meeting, take up the first Socialist publication you see, 
and you will hear or read that capital, according to the scientific 
law of its being, ten ls to concentrate in the hands of a smaller 
and smaller number of capitalists, that 1arge fortunes are created 
at the expense of smaller fortunes-(One capitalist kills many 
others-Ein Kapitali. t .schlagt viele tot, says Marx)-and that 
great capitals are increased by the extinction of little ones. This 
widespread formula lies at the root nf Parliamentary tactics of '1 
State Socialists. From this point of view, the solution of the • 
social question, conceived by the great founders of modern 
Socialism as a complete regeneration of the individual, as well as 
of society, both economically and morally-becomes delightfully 
simple and easy. .No need for an economic struggle day by day 
between exploiter and exploited;';; no need to begin here and now 
endeavouring to practise brotherly relations between man and 
man; nothing of the sort. It is enough that the workers should 
vote for Members of Parliament who call themselves Socialists, 
that the number of these 1\ILP.'s shoulrl. increase to the extent of 
a majority in the House, that they should decree State Collectivism 
or Communism, and all exploiters will peaceably submit to the 
decision of Parliament. The capitalists will have no choice but 
submission, for, according to tpe law of the concentration of 
capital, they will have been reduced to an infinitely small 
number. 

What a fine and easy prospect! Just think: without effort or 
suffering on our part, the inevitable law of the concentration of 
c~pital is preparing for us a future of bliss. It is so attractive to 
see the difficulties of a complicated problem through rose-tinted 
spectacles, especially when we are soothed by the genuine 
conviction that modern science and philosophy have taught us 
the consoling trnth. And this so-called "law," as set forth by 
M~rx, is coated with all the appearance of philosophy and 
science. 

"The capitalist mode of appropriation, the result of the 
capitalist mode of production , produces capitalist private -
property. This is the first negation of individual private 
property, as founded on the labour of the proprietor. But 
capitalist production begets, with the inexorability of a law of 
Natnre, its own negation. It is. the negation of negation (the 
absurd triad of Hegelian metaphysical dialectics) ..... This 
expropriation [of many capitalists by few J is accomplished by 
the action of the imminent laws of capitalist production itself, 
by the centralization of capital. .... Along with the constantly 
diminishing number of the magnates of capital, who usurp and 
monopolize all advantages of this process of transformation, 
grows the mass of misery, oppression, slavery, degradation, 
exploitatien." ("Capital,'' Vol. I., pp. 788-9, English ed.) 

Yes, poverty grows, but not among the middle·- class, not 
among the smaller capitalists; rather among the workers, the 
pro9ucers. · 

It is over forty years since the publication of "Capital"; 
over sixty have gone by since Marx formulated that law which 
must act "as the metamorphoses in Nature." It is, therefore, 
probable that the law should be demonstrated by at least some 
few economic phenomena. During this period production and 
exchange have received an unheard-of impetus, private fortunes 
amounting to millions have been accumulated, colossal companies 
have sprung into existence; according to the law, the number of 
small capitalists ought to have diminished; at least, no increa. e 
ought to have talf-en place in their n11mbe;·s. Let us see what the 
statistics of h;ngland have to say in this matter. I limit myself 
to England, because this country is famed, above all things, as a • -
land of capitalist production ; because Marx himself based all 
his dialectical speculations on the analysis of English economic 
life. 

(To be continued.) 

MODERN SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM 
Will be continued next month. 

* Since J 873, when Engels in liis calumnious pamphlet against tle Spa11ish 
Revolution ridicded the idea or a General Strike, the Social Demotr..1.ts have 
systematically combatted the General. Strike. 
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MUSIC AND WAR. 

\Yar 
I abhor, 
And vet how sweet 
The ~ound along the marching street 
Of drum· and fife, and I forget 
Broken old mothers, and the whole 
Dark butchery ·without a soul. 

\iVithout a soul-save this bright drunk 
Of heady music, sweet as hell; 
And even my peace-abiding feet 
Go marching with the marching feet, 
For yonder goes the fife, 
And what care I for human life ! 
The tears fill my astonjshed eyes 
And my full heart is like to break, 
And yet 'tis all embannered lies, 
A dream those drummers make. 

0 it is wickedness to clothe 
Yon hideous grinning thing that stalks 
Hidden in music, like a queen 
That in a garden of glory walks, 
Till good men love the thing they loathe. 

Art, thou hast many infamies, 
But not an infamy like this. 
·o snap the fife and still the drum, 
And show the monster as she is. 

THE ·CASE FOR NON-RESISTANCE. 

There are few subjects so likely to c1 ·eate opposition when placed 
before most people for their first consideration as th.e subject of n~n­
resistance. To suggest even that it would be ' pos~ible for us to I.ive 
without our armies and navieR, law courts, executwners and, police, 
would seem to most people just a bout ns possible, let alon~ r~aso:1able, 
as it would be £olive without food. In order, then, to give JUStICe to 
the subject at hand, let all prejudice be E>trenuously avoided, so that 
the truth or the error herein stated may most easily be found. The 
term "non-resistance" being a negative, does riot lend it~elf in definition 
to simplicity, as it involves a primary understanding of . the te1·r:i 
"resistance." vVithout entering, however, into any etymological defim­
tion which would only confuse let us arrive at its meaning by accepting 
thos~ explanations given by' those who have mad~ ~on-resistance a 
vital point. in their teaching. Unfortunately, this is. not a~ .easx 
matter, for consiclernble indefiniteness exists on the subJect. 'Ibis, 11; 

may be stated, is la1·gely clue to t.he various int~rpretatior:is of the 
Biblical text, which is so closely related to non-resistance, and may be 
rightly c .. dled its very mainspring. It is as follows: "Ye have heard 
that it was said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a toot~1; but I say 
unto you, Resist not him that is evil; but. whosoeve1· smiteth thee on 
thy right cheek, tum to him the other also." . 

Tolstoy, who has done more than all others to mak~ n.on-res1st~nce 
the kernel of his teaching, ·or, pe1·haps better, the Chri -tian t.eachrng, 
takes almost the most literal view of the text. He reads 1t thus: 
"Never- employ force, never do what is contrar! t? love." Wit~out 
entering at preseut into the pros and cons of this view, let us consider 
next what Adin Ballon, an American who wrote a. booklet on r:on­
resistance, unfortunately long out of priut, has to say on the subJeCt. 
Ballon who is altoaether more explicit on non-resistance than 'l'olstoy, 
takes~ much broade1· men.ning from Matt. v. 38. His rendering .of the 
tei·m n non . resistance " is best stated in his own words : " Resist not 
personal injury with personal injury." Unlike 'l'olsto~, he. conside~s 
that it is only " injurious forces" that we are not to resist :v1th. This 
difference between the two leading exponents of non-resistance wa:::i 
brought out very clearly in a correspondence between them published 
in the A.1·1mc6, December, 1890. Here Tolstoy actually stated, "A tr:ue 
Christian will always prefer to be killed by a madman, than to depnve 
him of his libei·ty." Ballon, in reply, considered that a Christiar:: w~o 
would act thus would not act wisely, and held that it was qmte m 
accordance with non-resistance to use force, yea, phy ica l force if 
necessary, to restrain a madman, a delirious patient, etc, ~s long as .we 
do not use any injurious force iu doing so. Of these two views, I thm~ 
it is easily seen that Ballon's is altogether the more i·easonable, .and 1s 
more in keeping with the spi1·itun.l rendering of th~ text, " Re ist n.ot 
him that is evil." The error, indeed, of Tolstoy's view is caused by its 
being too rigid, not elastic enough for the progressive nature of human 
beings. · 

Let us revert once more to Matt. v. 3 , for, after all, the doctrine 
of non-resistance is best .stated as we find it in the Gospels. "Ye have 
heard that it was said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth ;. but 
I say unto yon, Resist not him that is evil; but . whosoev.er smiteth 
thee on thy right cheek, turn to :Pim the other also. And if any man 
would go to law with thee, and take away thy coat, let him have thy 

cloke also ....... Ye have beard that it was said, Thon shalt love thy 
neighbour, and hate thine enemy; b~1t I say unto you, Love. your 
enemies." It would be as well to ment10n here tlrnt some non-resisters, 
such as Ballon, tHke nn authol'itative, theological view of this text. 
With all such view · I hold nothing in common, for the truth always 
can·ies with it its own authority. From a careful reading of the above 
it is cleal' that what Jesus meant was the abolition of the external 
Mosaic ln.w of eye for eye, etc., and the substitution of · an inner· 
piritual law of love. ~ote, too., tha~ the doctrine of uon-resistauce 

has a positive as well as a negative side: to extend the law of lo~e 
even to our enemies which is to act like the Divine, who sends ram 
both to the just antl to the unj u!'t. It is not merely ~ passive resist­
ance, but the active use of all righteous moral an? physical force8. . 

To show ful'ther what is meant ·by non-re::::.istance, let us consider 
some of its necessary applications. By a mere glance at society as 
constituted at the present day, it is evident that it is not based on non­
resistance; indeed, it may be truly said to be almost entirely ba~ed on 
1·esi:stance, a fact, too, which shows the greatness of the task which we 
as non·rnsisters have before us . Beginning with the army and navy, 
judges, juries, down to... the po~ice, :ve have .a la~ge p~nt .of ~o~iety set 
apa1't whose chief duty is to resist him that IS .evil, to m~1ct In.Jury for 
injury, to take life for life, and, even '~orse, hv~s for a hfe. All such 
occupations, then, as the above, w he rem t~e right to co~demn and 
punish is held, are contrary. to the teachmg an? practice of non­
re1:;istance. As to the q11est.10n of Governmeuts, it may be as well to 
add there are different positions held with regard to this point among 
non~resisters. Tolstoy would have us abolish them. He says: '~A 
Govemment, therefore, and specially a Government entruste~ w.1th 
military power, is the most dreadful, the most dangerous orgam~at10n 
possible." Ballon, on the oth~r band, con~idered that a non:~esistant 
Government ·was not only possible, but desirable. He says: . Human 
Government in this sense would be an organisation of society' constitu­
tionally' deferential to the highest known law of God." My only 
disaareement with B:1llon's view is that I dislike the term "Govern­
ment" because if as he says, "Man being ever a subject-not a 

' ' "f G governor," why then cling to the ·word "Government,. or a . ove~n-
ment implies governors? Tolstoy's view is much more m keepmg with 
the principle of non-1·esistance. . . . 

It is not, however, to be supposed that the practice of non-resist­
ance would necessarily involve the destruction of those organisations 
connected with Governments, such as tne Post Office, etc., which are so 
beneficial to the public welfare. \Vhat we want to eliminate from the 
State is the use of violence, the right of a majority or minority to 
compel obedience, so that men may be ruled from within inst~~d of 
from without the fulfilment of which is so uecessary for the spiritual 
development ~f the human race. Thorean wrote it in this form:." That 
Government is best which governs least"-" that Government is best 
which governs not at all." . . . . 

H::tving arrived, then, at a defirnte understandrng of what is meant 
by non-resistance, let me now place before you so.me .of the argu.ments 
that can be put forth in its favour. In cons1denng an~ ~UbJ.ACt of 
reform, it is necessary that we show that the present c?nd1t10n I? .bad 
before we attempt to set up a better one in its place. vVh1le recogmsrng, 
howevel', that it is easier to pull down than to build up, a~ the .sa.me 
time it is a faGt that many people do not see clea1 ly the evils ex1stmg 
at the present day. This is largely due to the fact that so much now 
is done by proxy. Take, for instance, the subject o.f war. In olden 
days rulers did not merely cause wars, but took p<ll't rn · them; but now 
those who cause wars need not take part in them, a fact, too, which 
does much to prevent wars ever becoming less. lVfony people besides 
do not seem even to consider war an evil, as was evident from the 
rejoicings of Britons during the late South Africar: Wai· over th~ 
slaughter of so many Boers. It is necessary, then, to impress. upon a.11 
who take part in Governments, either by vote or occupat10u, their 
pledged responsibility; that by i:,igning the.ir name, s.ay, at the ballot 
box they thereby authorise the whole machmery of v10lence, from the 
Navy to the executioner. . . . . 

TakinO' for granted, then, that the pnnc1ple npon whwh society 
chiefly rest~ at the present day, especially in civilised lands, is that of 
resistance as opposed to non-resistance, can it be con~luded that there 
is no need foi· a better principle ? Do we find, for mstance, that by 
practisin<Y resistance a state of peace is easy to maintain among 
nations ?

0 

G1;antecl ~ven that wars are not so frequent as in earlier 
days, is it not strange that here in Britain, .t~e centre of the supposed 
Christian civilised world, we have had a rehg10n of peace to go by for 
about two thousand ) ears, and Jet we are as a nation armed. to the 
teeth ? Again, do we find that a.long with the practice of l'~s1stance, 
poverty al.Id crime are but seldom found; that work, too, is al~ays 
provided for those who are willing? The answer to th~se qt~est10ns 
can only be in the negative. As to re istance preventmg crime, let 
any one study the effect of the murderous laws of Hen.ry ~III., and he 
or she will soon be convinced that such a content10n is erroneou . 
Science says,'' The more you punish, the more is ~unishment necessary.'t 
A<Yreeio<Y then as mo twill. that there is a pressmg need for reform at 
th~ pre~ent day, that alo~g with the practice of resistance i;nany 
deplorable evils are in existence, can we look forward ~o the practice of 
non-resistance as tending towards a. better state of affairs? 

( 
11.10 be conclucled.) 

The receipt of a free copy of this paper is an invitation 
to subscribe. 1s. 6d. per annum. 
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LYING POLITICIANS. 
We have just passed through one of those periods during 

which political discussion and action become part of the life of 
the community. The honourable gentlemen of Westminster 
have come down from on high and spoken with the people, 
while we have had presented to us the remarkable spectacle of 
richly upholstered and powerful motor-cars, produced by the 
·worke1'.s, being for a few brief minutes used by the workers, 
used by them to sanction once more the power of the masters. 
The secret ballot, our much-boasted guarantee of freeclom, has · 
been again operative, operative to organise government. Briefly, 
the political silly season has been in full swing. . Christmas 
brought us the pantomime of a General Election., as well as that 
of the older and more innocent fairy tales. 

·It is a superficial observer, however., who does not ·see that 
the comedy and pageantry of a pantomime depend for their 
existence directly upon the appalling tragedy of life. Similarly, 
though there is much humour in an election, it is a thoughtless 
man who does not at such times feel a deep sense of humiliation 
when he thinks in what these honourable gentlemen-" so are 
they all, all honourable men"-have traded to buy their comfort­
able positions as the guardians of society. There is no need for 
the Anarchist to prove the lies of the · politicians, as fortunately 
the rogues invariably fall out and honest men then have ample 
opportunity to make a study of the methods adopted by them. 
So completely, indeed, have they exposed each other that a 
politician has become in the public· mind as surely associated 
with the art of lying as the sun is connected with the light 
of day. 

There may be honour among thieves, or even lawyers, 
bishops, or judges, but there is none among" politicians. It 
seems ~hat t~e man who .~eeks a seat in J:_>arliaJllent, or is bent 
on seemg his party get mto power, will stop at nothing. 
Poverty and starvation, words which truly express the most 
depressing and deepest tragedy that the greatness of the human 
race has been able to create, a terrible reality to the people, are 
for him expressions only significant in so far as they are a means 
by which he can obtain the support of the people in hi~ efforts to 
.become a Member of Parliament and gain notoriety and fame. 

· R.ace h~tred, the misery of the people, hungry women, 
starvmg c1uldren, homeless wrecks of humanity-these are the 
electioneering stage properties which the politicians use to gain 
public applause. 

Such is government in the making. Let us now consider it 
as an accomplished fact. 

We are told that if we took all the people of this world and 
murdered them, and then all the people of four or five similarly 
populated worlds and treated them in the same cordial manner 
we might, upon surveying our work, get some idea · of th~ 
slaughter which man has inflicted upon man under the guardian­
ship of his political institutions. A glance at the Parliamentary 
debates or a walk in any of our streets will remind us that the 
Governments of to-day are busy training men who are sworn to 
murder to order without discussing the rights of the quarrel. 
Government is, in fact, essentially a bomb-thrower. It will 
reward with a fortune any man who can furnish it with an 
improved explosive or a new instrument of destruction. 

These are some of the most obvious characteristics of Govern­
ment and politicians, and yet it is a curious fact that it is still to 
t~is institution an~ these men that the people turn when they 
-yv1sh any wrong nghted or any reform instituted. So strong an 
mfluence h~s the habit of servility over us that many even 
expect to gam freedom from some party whose sole object is to 
~overn us .. Hence the astonishing amount of energy expended 
m an elect10n. 

Let us now view the situation in the light of these facts. 
~~e G:o~ernmen~ of ~ngland to-day, fortunately for us, is weak; 
it is divided agamst itself. 'J'he capitalists of the Liberal Party, 

with the hero of Featherstone at their head and the well-trained 
Labour Party kept strictly to heel, are interested in a different 
branch of this system of exploitation from that with which the 
noble lords and the landlord class are concerned. It is naturally 
irksome to the former, the "captains of industry," to be com­
pelled to hand over to the landlords, as ground rents, royalties, 
etc., a large portion of the wealth produced for them by the 
workers; and hence we see the right honourable Lloyd George 
attempting to get a little back by the taxation schemes of the 
Budget, while on the other hand the struggle for existence urges 
these lords and landlords to strive to maintain the privileges 
granted them by the State in earlier days. 

It does not need a political prophet to foretell that another 
General Election will take place before the world is much older, 
but nevertheless in the meantime we may grow wiser. We have 
seen and heard the campaign of lies carried on by these politicians 
seeking power until we have grown weary, and we have also seen 
that the power they seek, government, is the negation of freedom, 
and has been associated throughout history with organised 
scientific murder on a large sea.le, and at the same time with an 
artistic hypocrisy with which it always convinced the people that 
it was acting for their welfare. Understanding this, we are not 
deceived by any party of politicians claiming as of old to act in 
our interest, but say distinctly that we, the workers, the prole­
tariat, the class without property, will not assist any man in his 
attempts to gain a seat in Parliament. We will find other 
means of action. 

vVhile the politicians are discussing the right to work, the 
housing, the feeding, and the clothing of the people, and whether 
this same "people" should be granted universal suffrage-i.e., 
the right to vote them into power-we, the people, will answer 
by our action :-

'' Your State-enacted rights and privileges are meaningless ; 
we will no longer discuss politics with you, we are going to stop 
supplying you with the means by which you oppress us. We 
have given you power, not by our votes, but by supplying you 
with food, building your mansions, and castles, and prisons, and 
universities ; and by subjecting our reasons and our wills to the 
discipline of your blood-stained armies. We have kept you, and 
clothed you, and now you, oiir clependent.s, talk of granting us the 
right to work, dare to speak of housing us and feeding our children, 
insult us by sheltering our babies while their mothers are slaves in 
the factories we have built. We, the people, your masters, will no 
longer build Houses of Parliament in which you discuss the 
problem of permitting us to build hovels for ourselves. The 
houses we build shall be for those we love, not for those who 
mock and despise or pity us. The factories we have built shall 
be ours, for we will no longer keep you; and when you cowardly 
parasites, exploiters, politicians tnrn for aid, as you always do, to 
your hired traitors, the police and the army, they will be weak 
on your side and all power on ours, for the men of our future 
armies shall stand shoulder to shoulder with the miners of 
Featherstone and the strikers of Belfast." 

The General Election is not an incident in the fight for the 
Social Revolution. The Labour struggle can be carried on only 

·by direct action, the militant general strike, antimilitarism, and 
individual action. ~· .. 1;) 

. THAT SPLENDID DIRECT ACTION I 

Numerous are the workers engaged in the factories and work­
shops of Ohoisy-le-Roi, a suburb of Paris. 

Towards six o'clock, when work ceases, the workers fill the 
station waiting for one of those dirty suburban trains which the 
company considers goo9, enough for the men. Waiting ·on the 
platforms, the tired workers, see the famous South Express pass 
through the station like a flash of lightning. In its restaurants, 
sleeping cars, saloons, etc., a few rich capitalists lounge, and 
scarcely throw a glance on the mass of toilers standing in the 
snow, looking out for their primitive slow train to bring them 
home. 

But on February 9, last things went a little differently. The 
workers, numbering nearly a thousand, stood, not on the plat­
form, but on the railroad; the engine-driver had to stop. In a 
moment the splendid cars, with their soft velvet seats, were 
invaded by the men, who only regretted that the dinner hour in 
the restaurant car had passed! They thoroughly enjoyed their 
escapade, and arrived home earlier and more .pleasantly than if 
they had waited for their usual filthy train. 

The indignation of the authorities was, of course, too great 
for words ; besides, the fact could not be undone, and must 
have set many thinking on this object lesson in Direct Action. 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

:Russia-A Monster Trial of Anarchists. 
Local papers announce that in South-East Rn sia, especially in 

the Caucasus and Trans-Caucasia, the authorities have collected from 
different provincial towns ninety-si~ Anarchists, who will be tried 
before the High Court of Tiflis. Among the accused are well-known 
doctors, teachers, workers, journalists, peasants, and pupils of high 
schools. All the accused have received their act of accusation, and the 
penalties to which they may be condemned vary from simple imprison­
ment to many years· of hard labour. 

Personally, we do not know any of the accused, but it is evident 
that Anarchism is spreading in Rus ia. During the two years of the 
.revolutionary movement, the best Anarchist and Revolutionary 
Syndicalist books and pamphlets were translated into Russian from 
the French, English, and German ; and though printed in thousands, 
always very soon sold out. 

It must be observed that generally during the last t .hree years 
among the workers and intellectuals great interest and sympathy with 
Syndicalism has been shown. In the beginning most ·of them were in 
favour of legal Trade Unionism, but as our despotic Government is 
.stupidly prosecuting every peaceful workers' organisation which is not 
willing to lend itself to police service, honest people begin to tum to 
secret Revolutionary Syndicalism and Direct Action. 

Errata.-In last month's " International N ates" the deficits 'of 
the R ussian railways were given incorrectly. The figures should read 
as follows :-

1900 
1902 
1905 
1907 

Germany. 

3,600,000 roubles. 
40,300,000 " 
89,500,000 " 

133,000,000 " 

We heartily welc.ome the awakening of the Prussian proletariat 
from the "scientific" slumber of Marxian Social Democracy, with its 
lullaby of legalism and Parliamentarfanism. The old generation of 
Social Democrats, childishly delighted with the universal suffrage for 
the Imperial Reichstag, did not pay any attention to the fact that in 

. reality the people in the various States were without any political 
rights . For nearly forty years the Social Democrats were soothing the 
people with the mirage of a coming majority in the Reichstag, and 
diverted the attention of the workers and peasants from their political 
slavery in their own States. 

But the new generation, especially in Prussia and Saxony, a few 
years ago started an agitation for the rights of citizenship and of voting 
for the national Parliament. This time the people discarded Social 
Democratic tactics, and began street demonstrations. The Prussian 
Government was obliged to introduce a Reform Bill. 1'his Bill not 
only did not give anything like universal suffrage, but did not even 
.guarantee the secrecy of the ballot. 

A storm of protest has broken out everywhere. .Numerous 
demonstrations have been held in Berlin, Frankfm·t, Neumunster, and 
-0ther towns, where the demonstrators were shot and backed at by the 
police in a truly Russian style. Hundreds were wounded and several 
killed . 

We hope that the masses in Germany will see by these facts that 
.all the parading with the millions of 'Social Democratic votes and the 
declamations of their leaders in the Reichstag a l'e of no help to the 
workers and peasants, who must fight their own battles in order to 
obtain the full r ights of citizenship in all States of the Empire. 

France. 
In Lorient, a port of Brittany, the gasworkers declared a strike 

for a daily wage of 5 to 6 francs, the majority amongst them earning 
only 4i francs. The company refused this claim, and the naval 
authorities ordered stokers from the warship!:? to take the strikers' 
places. But the honest seamen refused to be blacklegs, and six of 
them were promptly put into prison. However, thanks t o this 
solidarity, the company surrendered and the strikers gained their 
point. 

In view of the approaching elections, an anti-electoral campaign 
has been started by the Revolutionists and Anarchists of France. A 
committee of agitation_ has been formed, in which the "Libertaire," the 
"Guerre Sociale,'' the "Temps Nouveaux," and other groups al'e 
represented. Amongst the members are our friends Ardouin, Charles 
Albert, Andre Girard, Jean Grave, and Dr. Pierrot. In their appeal 
to the workers, they urge them to abandon futile Parliamentary 
tactics and to concentrate their activity on the econ·omic struggle; to 
take part in the Syndicates, in order to propagate and introduce there 
revolutionary ideas and methods. 

Gustave Herve, the courageous antimilitarist editor of the Gium·e 
Socicile, and Anroy, the manager, have been condemned by the tr~bunal 
to four years' imprisonment for insulting the Parisian police and urging 
r evolutionists to resist thei~ brutality and dishonesty. The witnesses 
for the defence, who in no measured terms denounced the falsehoods 
and savagery of the police, included old Rochefort and our comrades 
Yyetot and Sebastian Faure. Even in the darkest periods of the 
19th century, as the Restoratioil' and the Second Empire, such an 
infamous sentence was never given for a press offence. What a despotic 

Government did not dare to accomplish, a bourgeois Radical President, 
as Fallieres, and Sociali t Ministel' , as Briand, Millerand and others, 
have not shrunk from doing. 

We must add that the Ge1·minal of Amiens and the Pioiipiou de 
l' Yonne have al o been prosecuted for reproducing the article. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW.-A REPLY. 
(%the Edit01· of .FREEDOM.) 

DEAR CoMRADE,-The contradictory statements which ''Anarchist 
. Communist" points out in .my January article(" A General Survey," 
see his letter in FREEDOM, February) may be due tq my want of logic, 
and I stand open to be corrected; they may be contradictory in 
appearance only where I failed to make myself quite clear; they may 
also be reconciled by an explanation which gives the reasons of an 
unexpected divergence of development. I am looking out for such 
reasons, and when I shall have stated the case in a clearer way than I 
may have done," Anarchist Communist" and others will help me to 
find these reasons . 

I mentioned a number of "progressive" and a number of 
"reactionary" facts; both lists might be largely increased and inter­
mediate degrees noticed. Where is the contradiction~ The facts are 
there. To me it is an open question whether progress or reaction 
predominates; both of them ha\·e a large field and neither shows signs 
of definite decay. Broadly speaking, all that adds to the well-being of 
mankind is progress, all that reduces this well-being is reaction. The 
mechanical, industrial progress of mankind is enormous, but Nature's 
riches are being. ·exhausted in a tremendous degree. Man is being 
perfected by education, hygiene, etc., in many ways, but physical 
degeneration neve1·theless is on the increase. Socialism seems to 
spread everywhere; but looked at closer, each party, each leading man 
bear the germs of corruption and degeneration in themselves. So bard 
facts everywhere point to a two-fold development of mankind, part of 
it being able to realise progress and others being incapable of doing so, 
strive as they may. This makes me look for the reason of it, and I 
believe it is to be found in the natural diversity of man . 

By this I mean that at each given moment, just as mankind 
consists of children and adults, of strong and weak, of gifted and less 
gifted, of people of different temperament, etc., it consists of people in 
whom the desire for freedom and solidarity is developed in a different 
degree, yet all manage to live side by side. Why should this be 
different in the case of varying personal appreciations of the quantity 
of personal and mutual freedom and solidarity? Or, to put it another 
way, can it be expected that on this particular fi eld relative uniformity 
will be realised when it does not exist, and never existed, on any other 
field? Do I mean to say by this: "\Vhatever is is right," or is 
reasonable? Certainly not; only I admit that I cannot help things 
being as they are, that I cannot change the balance of power . 

I have too high an opinion of Anarchism to believe that it could 
be realised except by real Anarchists. I neither believe t hat it can be 
spread infinitely by a mechanical increase of propaganda, nor that it 
will automatically spring up under "equal opportunities for human 
development." I want it and others don't ; they want State Socialism 
or capitalism and I don't ; mere force or persuasion would make ·each 
of us b"ut unwilling serfs of the other; we are different and we can't 
help it. Anarchism without Anarchists would be. as impossible as 
State Socialism without people willing to submit to it. No other 
system is capable of generalisation; why should Anarchism at the ve1·y 
beginning be generalised, when everything in Nature reaches full 
development only at the height of it::; natural growth? Everything 
grows out of small beginnings ; the very best men are the most modest. 
Why should Anarchism-that prime essence of freedom, common 
sense, and fairness-require that all should bow to it before it deigns 
to enter into operation? "All progress is initiatecl by minorities," I 
am told. Quite right; let us do this with regard to Anarchism. This 
statement of my opponent, which I accept, does not necessarily imply 
that these minorities are able to make the majorities/ollow them and 
equally realise progress, which would mean generalising it. In fact, 
up till now nwst p1·og1·ess 1·eniains limited to niino1·ities. Art and 
Science, boldly defended by infinite minorities; Freetbougbt the same; 
what part ·is the majority taking in these? Hardly any; only after 
stoning and burning the minorities on the e fields, they just manage to 
let them alone unless egged on by their leaders to persecute them. 
Everything that is above a certain level of perfection (to use that 
dangerous term "level") seldom exceeds a limited sphere ; economic 
demands even which for Anarchists and earlier Socialists mean 
complete mutual solidarity, for wider spheres mean only appropriation 
by limited groups or State property, or appropriation _ by new 
collectivities. 

All I ask is: Why, by what mysterious process, should all this 
happen differently in the case of Anarchism? Therefore I said: 
Anarchism must begin at the beginning, must be modest and propor­
tionate in its initial undertakings ; and I used the image of an oasis, 
which seems to illustrate my meaning. 

To explain this further, suppose an arid desert and a small, limited 
supply of grain, manure, fruit trees, tools, etc. 'ro fertilise this desert, 
is it better to scatter these scanty grains all over the sand, where most 
of them will dry up, and only here and there by chance a thin covering 
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of green may ri e, or i it preferable to uriite all tb e mateL·ial to create 
a few real oa es, which means no lo s of material ' , ome real nuclei, 
and by and by, perhaps, the counectin O' of the~e oa.:e. b) fertili~ed 
ground and the reclaiming of 11eal'ly the whole de e1·t? I think the 
latter eou1· e is preferable. To the fol'mer I liken the usual b1·oadcast 
propagaudu, sowing into the wi11d, with here aud there a few gl'ain 
taking root. The latte1· would cone. pond to the efforts of l'ealisation 
of Auarchi~m in present life whic:h I lrn.ve iu mind, nod which do not 
in the least mean "the life of a. rec;lm=e." What I mean I explained in 
an article puLli:.:hed in ~Iothe1· Em·tli, Decem\.Jer, 190·7 ; it is, in short, 
l'e i tance to the State by all possiule means aloug the whole line of 
State interference, a ud the Cl'eation of economic resources by voluntary 
co-operation out~ide of capitali1-m. 

If we were strong enough to deE-:troy forth with the State and 
capitalism, we bould do so. To become sufficiently strong, we m11st 
not always rely npou other:.:, expect others to do this work, the w01·ke1·s 
to destroy the State and capitalism; but we m11st show what we can do 
o'w·selves, and then ouly will ot he1::; h<tve confidence in our ideas and 
accept them more largely and be at oue with us. Prnpaganda by ou1· 
QWn di!'ect action seems to me tlie best kind of p1opagr-wda, the only 
one containing solid, perceptible arguments; everythiug else is a matter 
of personal inclination, l'easoning, persuasion, belief, not a real object­
leFson. 

I do not mean a rush to found Anarchist colonies; that would 
be almost running away from present society. I mean standing up 
where we are and maki11g a staud of it as the eady Freethinkers, the 
Quakers, and others did. Let tho:-;e who must attack nud fight do so; 
I feel f1 ee of all quietist, Tolstoyan leanings; bnt let othel's who al'e 
uot inclined to fight, besides thei1· vel'bal and liteml'y propagandn, n.lso 
giv.e some example of Anarchism or some pcwt of it in real life. Let · 
therri and their friends thus become themselves local "oases'' of free 
and fair -minded people, and this may do mol'e to attract people to 
examine Anarchism closer than continuous vel'bal or written assertions, 
which, if dealing with public matters, are lec;;s and le,;s taken notice of 
by people of any value; even out' anti-PilrliamentRry talk l'avours too 
much of politics to win the confide11ce of people who, even if they vote 
for what they believe to be the "lessei· evil," have no esteem for any 
politician. 

I do not pretend to give any advice how all this is to be done; I 
only wish to make clear that between "spl'eading ou1· ideas" (the usnal 
verbal and wl'itten propaganda, I take tbi::; to mean) and "the life of a 
recluse,'.' there is .this third way of acting, th ese o~ject- lessons in 
Anw·cliisni 01· some pw·t of it, 'vhich may uecome a rno1·e recognised 
factor in om· movement than, to my experience at least, it is at 
present. 

What about Syndicalism? Help it along as much as possible, but 
beware of being me1·ged in it. A '.l'raJe U uion is necessarily one of 
the most primitive, least perfected fonn~ of association, because it 
comp1·ises men of eve1·y val'iety of pel'sonal cbarncter find opinions, 
brought togetheL' only by the identity of profession and local residence; 
it can propedy se1·ve only Trade Uuiou pul'poses.. Jf they were able to 
attack ?apit<'llism effectively by a creue1al strike, etc.,l1and overpower it, 
the spoils would belong to them-the mn.te1·ials rmd tools of each trade 
to the respective Union, and a uew a.ppl'Opriation would follow, labour 
trw;ts sncceeding capitctlist trusts. As to the State, they woulJ 
rearrange it under the name of au Administration 01· Executive, with 
Labour delegates, etc. Anarchism has not the ghost of a cha.nee uudel' 
all this. . 

But instead of all this happening, e-•erything points already in 
another di1·ection ,· to the next pl1use of economic evolution, which is 
likely to be a compromise between Labourism anct Capitalism uudel' 
the common pl'otection of the State-a new lense fol' the present 
system by a i·eadjustment of the claims of Capital aud Labour. 
Anarchists hould bewa1·e of being cru hed by the comiug downfall 
of Syndicalism. '.l'hey kept clear of politics and witness its pl'esent 
degradation-Socialist au<l bourgeois politiciau ~ com p1·omisiug eve1 y­
where for the price of a share iu the spoils. The same will happen to 
Syndic~lism-its la1·ger aims will be bought off at the price of smaller 
concessions to Laboul'. Some irreconcilable Socialists and Syndicalists 
wi~l re~m1.in, only to emphasise the tameness of the big nrnjo1·ities. All 
this will lead to a revulsion of feeling again t politic::; and mere trade 
associations of strangers with steangers, and b1·illg a.bout a desire fol' 
f 'reedorn and com,1·ade.ship mnony ?nen ancl wo1nen whorn ?'eal affinity 
b1·ings toget'1e1·. Anal'chism offers ai l this, and if in these coming day 
of di~illusi?n it "onses" will be shining fol'th as bl'ight gl'een spots, 
the time will have come when the e oa es will increa e, the UlTounding 

. ground be fel'tili ed, and by and by the ultimate aim of fertili .. ing the 
whole desel't of barren modern societ) will be nearer completion. 

I agree with t.he words of "Anarchist Comm uni t": to " work for 
Anarchi::.t Communism and take our full - hare in the economic 
stl'uggle "; but I believe that thi is not c1,,ll, and if what can be done 
besides is pel'hap only dimly 'i ible to my mind n.nd difficult for me to 
make clear, other may grasp what I mean, express it better and fulle1·, 
and by practical work by and b) ·et it goinO'. vVe want to see some­
thing of Anarchi m in real life, and can achieve this if we only work 
for it, just a Art and Science, Freethought and whatever there exists 
of humane ideas and feeling' won their place at the table of life, not by 
word:s nor hope nor the help of other , but by their own deeds. 'l'hese, 
A?·t, cience, . and Freethouglit, are leading examples for me, whilst 
Christianity and Socialism are warning examples of what ought not to 
happen to Anarchi m. 

For Sociali:-;m wa originally conceived as reali able only by 
Socialist , outside of the pre ent 8ystem, but not necessarily 011 the 
ruins of it; Utopian islauds, phalan. te1 iei', etc., might exi t side by 
side with the ordinary 7stem. Blanqui, Marx, and others, however', 
struck the bolu blow of identifying Socialism with the aspirations of 
the p1·oleta l'iat., and it merged into political Radicali m and the Labonl' 
struggle. '.l'hey simply imitated the ambitious beads among the enl'ly 
Chl'istian , who tra11 ' formed the voluntary g1·oups of real belie\~ers in a 
better mode of life into 01·ga.nised Churches, and soon mamged to make­
Ch1·i tiauity t.he compul 01·y State religion. We all know that whatever 
thern may have been humanitarian in the aspiration of the early 
Ol1ristia11::,:, got lo, t on the way; and with Christianity triumphant 
eve1·ywhere nr.J?ninc~lly, its spirit was all along dead aud gone. The 
Ra.me happens to Sociali ·m ; Socialists are counted by millions, Socialism 
is on the way to become a State institution, but its spirit is gone. 

Anarchism is courting the same danger of evapornting and 
vn.nishing by t.he ambition to extend its sphere over all the ordinary 
Labour struggle, Syndicalism. The failm e of the two other schemes of 
wholesale world i·eform is palpable; I grieve to see Anarchism , which 
I love, i·eady to follow them on the l'oa.d leading to nominal, purely 
forma l realisation, and in reality the extinction of the real spirit of OllL' 
ideas. N. 

February 20, 1910. 

LAW AND EXPERIENCE. 

('l'o the Edito1· of FREEDOM.) 
DEAR OolllRADE,-1 thank you for your courteous reply to my 

query, although your reasoning has not weakened my opinio11. I know 
that experie11ce is often at variance with law, equally true is it that 
experience is often in agreement with it. The opel'ation of a, particulae 
law adds to the experience of the race, and strengthens or weakens 
co11fidence -in its efficacy. And from this point of view even bad L1w 
has its uses. State law bas been framed by a privileged class in its 
own i1Jte1ests, coni::;equently I d~ not defend it as inherently good .; 
conversely, I claim that bw is not inherently bad .. Laws governing 
games are good, though experience is often at variance with them. The 
leather thong of a whip can inflict much pain; ·used as a boot-lace, it is 
of tear use. 

Yes, as a means to an end, I favour majority rule. So do you. 
See the editorinl article in the Jannal'y number of FREEDOM: '·the 
i·ight of Trade Unionists to use their money as they like." That is, 
the right of the majority to tax the minority. Trade Union law is at 
present in conflict with State law, and the former becomes invalid . 
You sa.y that experience, and not ln.w, should be the agency to put that 
right. I claim that experie11ce and la.w will supply the particular need. 
'.l'he exigencies of the moment demand fresh law. Trade . Union 
machinery is i1ow in opemtiou to get it enacted. The concession 
demanded will probably be granted during the life of the present 
Pal'liament, to the satisfactio11 of Trade Unionists. 'l'bat other contin­
gencies will al'ise requiring flll'ther law amendments, I ·know-but that 
is another story. 

We must look at things as they :lre. Trade Unionists have 
experieuced that ln.w is the only reliable defence at present. Conse­
sequent ly, the fon:e-= operating in '.l'rade U11ions induce political action. 
Even if DiL·ect Action were practical, the State political machinery 
would be required to make snch action of permanent value. 

N atuml law is harsh enough to the unfit, beneficent to the fit . 
Human law is natural, sul'ely. And because there has evolved a. 
condition of things which enables the ·conscious minority to prey upo n 
the unconscious majol'ity, I see i10 logical l'euson for condemning law. 

'.l'he Ana1·chist belief, that ju~t as the atoms forming the human 
organism each pe1forms its functions to the good of all , so, once free 
and unfettered by human law, will each unit of society function to the 
good of the social organism , is, to me, no al'gnme11t against political 
action or human law. I may as well refn e to tra' el by train because 
I know that at some distant date the means of transport will be 
entirely changed. 

I wish to go forward to a scientific fo1 ·m of society, reasoned out 
by perfected human intellect., not backward to primitive tribal existence. 
I know that you will say that yours is the only scientific form of society. 
Oc:tn you tell me how free associatiou will supply the organisation 
requi1 eel by the sub-division of labonr, anrl whether Nature give any 
exa.mple of it among the lower animal ?-Yours fraternally, 

A BRr. 'TOL SOCIALIST. 

REPLY. 
Pe1·haps if we define our terms, it may help a little toward om· 

comrade "strengthening" his opinion about law-statute law-agaim.t 
it, let us hope. . 

tcbtute Ub'l is the written expression · of the desires and wi bes of 
the pt'edominant section in society at any given period. It is the 
paramount function of government to enforce the law. Thus, while 
the theo1·y of government is said to be to protect the weak against the 
strong, the practice always is, and must be, to make the stroug stronger, 
and reduce the weak to absolute impotence. 

E xpe1·ience, on the other band, is the ascertained result of a series 
of trials or experiments ; the observation of a fact, or of the same facts 
or event happening under like circumstance ; what one bas learned 
by enjoying or suffering ; in fact, ~now ledge deri\ ed from trial , use~ 
practice, or a , erie · of oh ervations. · 

•• 
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Does our comrade now ~ee the essential difference between law 
.and experience? If la w i in accord with expe1·ien ce, tbel'e is no 
necessity for it; if it i1' ::igai1!st it, or, as generally happen , prevents 
further expel'iment, tben it is bad and ha1·mfu l. 

Our com1·ade confn-es StHte government and statute law- the 
imposition of the will of the predomin:rnt sect ion on all tho ~e who live 
on a given territory-with the volunta1·y personal ac::sociation of a Tra<le 
Union aud its rules. The principle· uuderlyin()' the two are quite 
differen t . Tbe fact that t he majority of Trade Uniouist are believers 
in government, and would often like to have the powers of one, does 
not make it so. An individual j oins a Trade Un ion; he i:; bO'l'n iuto 
the State. He has the choice of accepting 01· rejecting the a<iva.ntages 
of a Tra<le Union , the power to ecede if be is dissati~.fied . He has no 
<;hoice in accepting the statute ln.w::. of any State, or if he exerci es one, 
m ust take tbe risk of evere penalties. He can not secede from it; at 

. best, he can only m igr~te from one to the other, but i~ nhvays ~ubject 
to tbe predominant section . In fact, States and statnte law,:; are 
feudal in conception, ba ed on territory. A Tr:vie U uion is inclust.rial, 
and its foundittion is perso!lal a~socia.tion . .Modern poiitic::il democracy 
is at best but a clumsy attempt to numb the tyra11nical powe1·s of 
feudaJ ism, anJ plays into the bands of ernry new tyranny t.hat fresh 
.economic development· create. . 

The question of mino1·it.y rule (aristocracy), majo1·ity rule ( <lemo­
crncy), or free ngreemeut Letween the diffei·ent sections in society 
{Anarchism) ie ~mother matter, and does .11ot aff""ct the above f-11 ·gument 
as to statute law and experience. It is re:llly surprising that any 
thoughtful person could confuse them. On ly with one who was 
obsessed with modern . political institutions would it be possible. If 
this little l'easoning together should in ever sucli a. smal l degree bring 
othe1· ideas into play, and lead to the desire for fresh Roci iil expel'irnent, 
-some new experieuce ·will probably i·esult, and statute law be less 
1·evel'enced . 

Finally, Anarchism is just the principle in association wLich will 
make the sub-division of l?.bonr possible without submerging the 
ind ividual. Ants and bees and beavers, 11ot to mention others, ate 
·instances among the animals other than tnHn. 

'fHE \V RITER OF THE A RTICLE. 

TRUE EDUCATION. 

Ji11aubert says that 11fe ought to be an incessant education, 
that" from speaking to dy jng" everything has to be lear11ed. 
Left to chance, this long educabon is every morn en t deviating. 
.Even paren ts, in most cases, have not the slightest idea of the 
aim of education, especially when the children are still very 
young. What is the moral idea set before most children in a 
family? Not to be too noisy, not to put the fingers in the nose 
or mouth,' not to use the hands at table, not to step into puddles · 
when it rains, etc. A reasonable being! In the eyes of many 
-parents the re~sonable chi ld is a marionette, which is not to stir 
·un less t he strings are pulled; he is supposed to have hands 
which are meant to touch nothing, eyes which are never to 
-sparkle with desire for wba.t he sees, little fe..;t which must 
never trot noisily on the :floor, and a silent tongue. 

Many parents bring up their children , not for their children's 
sake, but for their own. I have known pa.rents who did not 
wish their daughter tn marry, because it would in volve separa­
tion from her; others who did not want their son to take up 
this or that profession (that of a veterinary surgeon, for 
in stance), because it was displeasing to them, etc. The same 
rules dominated their whole course of conduct towards their 
children. That is egoistic education. There is another kind of 
ed ucati on which has as its object, not the pleasu re of the 
parents, hut the plf.asu re of the child as estimated by the 
parents . . 'I1h us a peasant, whose whole life has been spent in 
the open air, will consider it his duty to spare his son the labour 
of tilling the soil; he will b ring him up to make him a govern­
ment clerk, a poor official stifled in his office, who, cooped up in 
a town, wi.11 sooner or later clie of consumption. True educat ion 
-.is d isin terested : it brings up t he child for its own sake; it :tlso 
and especially brings it up for its country and for t he human 
race as a whole. In the various works I have publi shed I have 
bad a single end in view: the linking together of ethics, 
resthetics, and religion, with the idea of life-life in its most 
intensive, extensi ve, and therefore most fruitful form ; it is this 
-.i dea, therefore, which will supply .us in this volume with the 
objec.:t of education , the fundamental formula of pedagogy. 
Pedagogy might be defined as the art of adapting new genera­
t ions to those conditions of life which are the most · intensive 
and fruitful for the individual and the species. It has been 
asked if the object of education is individua1 or social ; it is 
£imultaneous1y individual and social: it js, to speak accurately, 
the search for means to bring the most intensive indi vidual 
.existence into harmony with the most extensive social life. 
:Besides, in my opinion, there is a profound harmony underlying 
t he antinomies between individual existence and collective 

existence; whatever is really conformable t'1 the . unimum 
bonum of individual life (moral and phy~ical) is ip o facto 
useful to the whole race. Education ought, therefort•, to have 
a triple end in iew :-ht. 'l'he harmonious deve.loprnent in the 
human individual of all the capacities proper to the human 
race and useful to it, according to their relative importance. 
2nd. 'rhe more particular development in the indi vidual of 
those capacities which seem peculiar to him, in so fat' a. they 
cannot distutb the general equ ,ilibriwn of the organi. m. 3rd. 'l'o 
aHest and check those te ndencies aud instincts which may 
disturb that equilibrium-in other words, to aid heredity in 
proportion a,s it tends to create permanent superiority witLin 
the race, and to resist its iufhrnnce when it tends to accumulate 
c~uses pernicious to the race itself. Thus education becomes 
the porsui t of the means of bringing up the 1argest number of 
individuals in perfect health, endowed with physical or moral 
f'acu lties ::i.s well devebpe<l as possible, and thereby capable of 
contributing to the progress of the human race.-J . .M. GuYAu,. 
Preface to "Ecliwation ancl He1·ecl,ity." 

FOR THE YOUNG FOLK. 

"Boys will be boys," so the old adage reads ; but nowadays boys 
are becoming more spirited, more indepe11dent, and the trnuble is th&.t 
" boys will be 1nen.'1 I have nothing but adrnira.tion for tLe boy who 
di:-;plays counige and indepeudence, but to fiud an outlet for thi::; 
character iu Boy Scouts aud Boys' Bt igaJes is to me pai nful in the 
extreme. 

'l'he men of the Christian Chul'ch who stmted this ide:t of arming 
boys with toy guns make" large cLLims fo1· it. They say it has discovel'ed, 
01· rediscovered, the boy ,· but we think it could be shown that it has 
discovered little about the boy that was 110t known befo1·e. 

It is not. smpl'isiug that thi.s movement is popular among>•t the 
young folk. J u::-t look at the attrnctio11s of "playiug at soldiers." 
There is the semi-nniform, the toy gu11s, drill, marching-out parades, 
aud other things which attract the young folk very qnickly. But I 
want my young coml'ades to consider weli the objects a.nd uses of the 
Army and Navy before they enter tl1e rnuks of such bi·igades, insti­
tuted by the Christian Chnrch to delibel'ately prepa1·e youths to be 
hi1·ed as assassins fo1· tlie benefit of men of power and wealth. 

Where is the difference between the man who kills his fellow being 
in a passionate moment to gratify some par"tic1ila1· desire, an<l the man 
who lends himself to a Government and kills his fellow man becan~e he 
is paid to do it? Yon will say tha.t these brigades do not prepare you 
for the Army, but thn.t you should lead a manly life. I know they 
often tell us that, but whe11ever thel'e is a demonstration of Boys' 
Brigades these unguarded statement::; arn al ways · made. I will pick 
out one among many. Speaking a t a demonstration at G!aBgow, the 
then Loni Provost of Edinbu1·gh is repol'ted to h<1.ve :-:n.id :-"To me, 
one of the uood points of the Boys' Brigade was that it clicl encomage a 
rnilitw·y ~pirit. The count1·y that had not that amouut of i11ilit11ry 
spiric; aud of pati·iot.ism that was req11il'ed for its own protect.ion and 
defence would go down, and dessl've to go down. I ha\·e 1io doubt 
that the 1nilitet?''!,1 spit-it that the boys gaiued in tl1e Bl'ig,ade wo11lJ be 
fol' tl1eir own future good and fo1· the future gcod of the eom1t1·y." 

l\Iy young com1·ades, rnmember you are tile sons and daugllteis of 
the WOI'kers . The wo1 ke1·s have uever yet had the s11ppo1·c; of the 
A1·my :wd Navy when they have enJea.voure<l to better their condition 
by strikes nnd such like methods. Your teacher will point t o the map 
of the world and show you the red patches that belong to England, an d 
your brea twill swell with }Jl'idu at the thouglit of England's greatness! 
But bow do yon feel, ·comrades, when yuu probe into those dark 
comers and slums where Euglish boys and girls are crawling from 
"crib to death's door"? 

Ouce upon a time kings set their armies at war to aYenge some 
pettifoggiug i11sult, and the ·e foolish men obeyed the tl'umpery whims 
of these pampered fools. Now it is different. The we:llthy me1·clrnnt 
desi1·es c:olo11ies in which to sell l1is men·handii"e, ancl the workers who 
feed the Aemy with their so11s loudly support the impo"ition. 

Time after tiwe this in~titution of destrnctio11 has merciles. ly shot 
dowu tlie wodrnrs to gain the e11d::; of tl1e m::ister clas;;:. A mouarch is 
i·epol'te<l . to ba.ve sa id to his soldiers:-" Only one e11emy can exi ·t for 
you-:.'IIY ENEMY. With the p1·(' ent Socialist machination~, it may 
happen that I shall order you to shoot your own relative~, your 
bl'Othe1·s, or yonl' parents-which God fo1·hid-and then you a1·e bou11tl 
in duty implicitly to obey my orJei s ! " BoyR, while you are boys, 
think befo1 e yon join the"e $Chools to p1'epa1·e you fo1· such as that. 1 t 
map come to yom· turn to fight against your own father and b1 other. 
'l'here may be a strike, and the.se men are, in many such cases, let out 
like a pac:k of hounds seekiug whom they might devour. 

Eve1·y time I see a co1·p of Scouts or Brigade Boys pass before me 
I think that it is another ruark of harne upou the wo1·kers. Hel'e are 
boys led like so many sheep, bt-ing taught the use of weapons of human 
slaughter, ever i·eady to submit to the order: of a well-fed officer, who 
looks like a well-ciressed doll or pnntomime a1·ti te. "Playing a.t 
soldiers," you say; but if my young comrades would only consider the 
dfrty busiue."s for which the Army is iutenJed, surely they would decry 
l ve1·y link that is made fol' it. DrnK JAME • 
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PROPAGANDA NOTES. 

[Reports of the Jfovement are specially invited, ancl sliould be sent in not 
latm· than the 25th of eacli 111011 tli. ] 

LIVERPOOL I TER ATIONAL foDERN S HOOL . 
The School still maintains its good attendance, in spite of bad 

weather and the illness of one or two of our young comrades. Every 
one seems satisfied with the class idea, especially the young folk. 

There is no one more proud of his class of boys tban Mat 
Kavanagh. Here is a group of lads about to leave day school, who 

"will soon be hobnobbing with their workmates at their respective 
trades, anxiously and intently listening to Mat's deliberations on 
Dennis Hird's ''Easy Outline of Evolution," comparing also the 
Creation theory as depicted in the Bible. The wonderful progress 
Mat makes with these lads furnishes an answer to tbosP. comrades 
whose criticism of lads and th ei1· capabilities was not of the best. 
During our comrade's varied career as a propagan':list he has never as 
yet found greater satisfaction in addressing an audience than this 
particular class of lads produces. 

Fred Bower bas decided to address the elder girls each Sunday. 
We are glad of his help, and only wish that he was able to give a 
similar verdict in respect to the girls as has been said of the boys. 

Will Jones has a class of girls and boys of ten years of age or 
thereabouts. Our comrade never fails to interest these cbildren whose 
minds are beginning to inquire as to the wonders of life. 

The responsibility of the little ones falls to me, and the precocious 
youngsters tell me stories of "Once upon a ti me." They seem greatly 
concerned to find words to express their ideas about pictures and other 
things. And so our school goes on. 

On February 6 we had an open Sunday. l\'Iat Kavanagh addressed 
the school on "Our Object." His speech was short and to the point, 
and well appreciated by the children. On Thursday, February 11, we 
had our annual social for the School. All thoroughly enjoyed them­
selves. The children acquitted themselves remarkably well in their 
part of the affair by supplying the programme. I beg to thank the 
kind friends who helped us to bring the catering to a successful issue. 

Donations (Jan. 25-Feb. 25): B . 9d, F. B . ls, I. C. ls. 
DICK JAMES. 

The Newcastle Communist Club 
Will in future be known as the Newcastle Anarchist Club. 

Meetings will be held every Saturday evening at 7.30, in Hall's Oafe, 
37 Pilgrim Street. Correspondence should be sent to Secretary, care 
of D. C. Thompson, 160 Conyers Road, Byker, Newcastle. 

Correspondence Received. 
A. Kohn, A. Pratelle, D. Semple. 

MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

( B"'ebruary 9-M:arch 9.) 
:FREEDOM Guarantee .F\md. -E. Rhodes 2s, 'H. Taylor 8d, R. Avis 10s. 
FREEDCiM Subscriptions- R. F. M. 2s, J . B. ls 6d, Dr. E. D. ls 6cl, R. Chiba 

ls 6d, R. Clarke ls 6d, W. Gilchrist l s 6d, C. S. R. 2s, E. E. R. ls 6d. 
ALDRED Fmm.-R. Avis 10s, Comp. 6d. 

Commune __ Meetings. 
WORKERS' FRIEND CLUB, 163 JUBILEE ST., MILE END, E. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 18, at 8.30 p.m. 

Well-known Speakers will address the Meeting. 

COMMUNIST CLUB, 107 CHARLOTTE STREET, W. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 18, at 8.30 p.m. 

Speeches will be made in English, German, and French. 

A Grand Concert and Ball 
In airl of the " WoRKERs' FRIEND" will take place 

On. Easter Mon.day, March 28-th, 
AT THE 

CAVENDISH ROOMS, 51 MORTIMER STREET, W. 
Doors open at 8 p .m. sharp. Ball till 3 a.m. 

Tickets of Admission-Single 1s. 6d., Double 2s. 6d. 

MOTHER. EAR.TH. 
Published by EMMA GOLDMAN. 

Offices: 210 East 13tb Street, New York City, U.S.A. 
Can be obtained from FREEDOM Office. 6d. monthly, poet-free 7d. 

Back numbers supplied. 

THE FIREBRAND. 
To Burn Away the Cobwebs of Ignorance and Superstition. 

Publish ed Fortnightly. 
One year $1, 3 months 25 cts , single copies 5 cts. 

All communications to THE FIREBRA ·TD, Mou · '1' JULIET, TEKN ., U.S.A .. 

GOD AND THE STATE. 
By MICHAEL BAKU TI 

A new eclition, ?'ei•ised fi ·o1n the 01·iginal M ani~sm·ipt. 
With a new Por trait. 

Paper cover, 6d. net; cloth, ls. net. Postage ld. 

FREEDOM Office, 127 Oss.ulston Street, London, N.W. 

The Great French Revolution, 
1789-1793. 

· BY P. A. KROPOTKIN. 

610 pages vo, cloth, 6s. net, postage 5d. 

KROPOTKIN'S MOST FASCINATING WORK. 
MEMOIRS of a REVOLUTIONIST 

2s., postage 4d. 
500 page:3, well hound in cloth, with Portrait . 

THE MARTYRDOM OF FRANCISCO FERRER. 
Price One Penny. At FREEDOM Office. 
"New Age" Photos, ls., postage 2d. 

Post Cards ld. each, 1-!d . post free. 

PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS. 
Ou.~ Great Empire. 

What .A.:n..archist;s Fight; For. 
Do Not Vote. 
6d. per 100 post free ; 4s. per 1,000. 
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PAMPHLET AND BOOK LIST. 
ANARCHIST COMMUNISM : lTs BAsis AND PRINCIPLES. By PETER 

KROPOTKIN. ld. 
ANARCHISM: ITS PHILOSOPHY AND IDEAL. BY P. KROPOTKIN. ld. 
AN.b.RCHIST MORALITY. By PETER KROPOTKIN. l <l. 
ANARCHY. By E. MALATESTA. l d. 
THE WAGE SYSTEM. 13y P. KROPOTKIN. ld. 
A TALK ABOUT ANARCHIST COMMUNISM. BETWEEN TWO 

WORKERS. BY E. MALATESTA. ld. 
THE STATE : lTs HISTORIC RoLE. By PETER KROPOTKIN. 2d. 
EXPROPRIATION. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. . 
DIRECT ACTION v. LEGISLATION. By J . BLAIR SMITH. ld. 
THE PYRAMID OF TYRANNY . By F. DoMELA NrnuwENHUis. ld. 
LA w AND AUTHORITY. BY P ETER KROPOTKIN. 2d. 
THE SOCIAL GENERAL STRIKE. BY ARNOLD ROLLER. 2d. 
THE PLACE OF ANARCHISM IN SOCIALISTIC EVOLUTION. 

By PE'rER KROPOTKIN. Id. r 

THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. By PETER KROPOTKIN. l d. 
ANARCHISM AND OUTRAGE. ~d. 
THE BASIS OF TRADE UNIONISM. By EMILE PouGET. l d. 
AN APPEAL TO TIIE YOUNG. BY PETER KROPOTKIN. Id. 
WAR. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 
SOCI.A LISM THE REMEDY. Bv HENRY GLASSE. ld. 
EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. By ELISEE RECLUS. l d. 
THE KING AND THE ANARCHIST. ld. 
MONOPOLY; OR, How LABOUR IS ROBBED. WILLIAM MoRRIS. l d. 
USEFUL WORK VERSUS USELESS TOIL. BY WILLIAM MORRIS. l d 
THE INTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST CONGRESS, 1907. ld. 
ANARCHY v. SOCIALISM. By W. C. Ow EN. 2d., post-free 2~d. 
WHAT I BELIEVE. By E MMA GOLDMAN. 2J., post-free 2~d. 
PATRIOTISM. By EMMA. GoLDMAN. 2d ., post-free 2~d . 
THE TRA GEDY OF WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION. By EMM 

GOLDMAN. 2d., post-free 2~d. \ 
THE MASTERS OF LIFE. By MAXIM GORKY. 2d., post-free 2~d. 
THE GOD PESTILENCE. By JORN MosT. Hd . 
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY IN GERMANY. By GUSTAV LANDAUER. i d 
AN ARCHTSTS AND ESPER~NTO. ld. 
KROPOTKIN: THE MAN AND HIS MESSAGE. BY T. SWAN. l d. 
THE TERROR IN RUSSIA. By P. KROPOTKIN. 2d., postage Hd. 

GOD _AND THE STATE. By MICHAEL BAKUNIN. Cloth ls. net, paper 
6d . net, postage ld. 

THE CONQUEST OF BREAD. By PETER KROPOTKIN. 3s. 6d. post-free. 
ANARCHISM. By Dr. PAUL ELTZBACHER. 6s. 6d.; postage 4J. 
MUTUAL .AID. By PETER KROPOTKIN. 3s. 6d. post-free. 
FIELDS, FA OTO RIES AND WORKSHOPS. By P ETER KROPOTKIN, 

Paper cover 6d, post-fre_e 9d. ; cloth ls., post-free ls . 3d. 
MEMOIRS OF A REVOLUTIONIST. By PETER KROPOTKIN. 2s. 
MODERN SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM. By P. KROPOTKIN. l s. 
NEWS FROM NOWHERE. By WILLIAM MORRIS. ls. 6d. ; postage 4d. 
A DREAM OF JOHN BALL. By WILLIAM MoR1;us. 2s., postage 3d. 
WHAT IS PROPERTY? By P. J. PROUDHON. 2 vols. 2s., postage 4d. 
PRISONS, POLICE AND PUNISHMENT. By E. CARPENTER, Paper ls.,. 

cloth 2s., postage 3d. 
ENGLAND'S IDEAL. By EDWARD CARPENTER. 2s. 6d. and ls., post. 3d. 
A VINDICATION OF NATURAL SOCIETY. By EDMUND BURKE. 

ls. and 6d., postage 2d. and ld. 
· WALDEN. By H. THOREAU. ls. and 6d., postage 2d. and ld. 
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