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NOTHES.
‘Peace Possibilities.

During the past month we have been treated to two
-dispussions on peace possibilities : one in the House of Commons
-and one in the Duma. The former was initiated by Philip
Snowden, who, in an eloguent speech, asked whether there was
no alternative to the colossal expenditure of men and money,
and whether all that it was hoped to gain by continuing the
war could not be as easily obtained now. He askaﬁ. the
Government to state its terms of peace. The reply by the
Prime Minister, in his usval equivocal phraseology, was a
repetition of his former ambignous statements about crushing
Prussian  Militarism, restoring and indemnifying small
nationalities, ete., ete. M. Sazonoff, in the Duma, said the same
thing. *“Prussianism,” he said, “must be crushed for ever,
.otherwise all the sacrifices of the Allies wonld bain wain.”" What
‘balderdash! And they know it For while Asquith speaks
about crushing militariem, etc., Runeiman gives the show away
by declaring that Germany must never be allowed to raise her
head in the commercial world. Which, of course, is the real
object, but not so likely to foster the patriotic passion which
inspires men to gladly give their lives, and without which the
war would not last another day., In any case, militarism can
never be crushed by militarism, for on it rests the streagth of
the State; and a more sinister and dangerous militarism is
crushing us here whilst we are supposed to be crushing the
Prussian variety. The war will cease and militarism end
when the workers, realising their power, rise up and declars
themselves unwilling to assist further in the prosecution of the
war. If Mr. Spowden and his friends are sincere in their
efforts, they must see that those to whom they are appealing are
‘ likely to call a halt on sentimental grounds, The halt
will be called when the workers halt.

Revival of the Inquisition.

Never hefore have we had such a spectacle of humbug and
hypoerisy as that presented by the Tribunals to hear appeals
for exemptions from those bable for military service. Toeay
that the whaole affair is a farce 1s to put it mildly ; it is mors, it
is a disgusting example of despotism in its most tyrannical and
brutal form. Young men, with or without genuine conscientious
objections, placing their faith in the holy pledges of the
Government that they would be fairly treated, submit to a
cross-examination upon their objections, and are bullied,
hrowbeaten, insulted, and harassed by stupid questions, made
to answer irrelevant inguiries, and swept aside to join without
any of their points being touched upon. We wers told that the
Trbunals were to be civil courts, but it appears that, for
example, at the City Tribunal, the military representative, Major
Rothschild, has more to say than any one else, and is clearly
the most important man present. It is not possible to give even
a few of the more glaring cases of brutal treatment esercised
by these ingnisitors, whose stock question appears to be:
* What would you do if the Germans were at your gate?”
This surely touches the depth of stupidity, and such queries
need an equally stupid rejoinder. Buat, judging the Tribunals
by their first week's working, it is apparent that the best course
for the man who has made up his mind not to serve is to simply
ignore them. We never had muech faith in Ministerial promises ;
we have none now.

* But we have three Labour members in the Government 1"

“ We have. And at the Bar of History how will they or their
friends answer the charge that these asssults upon our civil
liberties only became serious in number and in intensity after
the Labour wvepresentatives had enteved the Govermment? "—

«(Gilasgow Foreard.

In the Name of Liberty !
In support of our distrust of the Tribunals we might guote
gl;:}ﬁmr of February 25, wherein they ask for a “ sguare
“ Tt will be a long time before the mingled blundering and
duplicity of the Conseription era in Eughng is forgotten. Take
the widow's son. Mr. Walter Long said in the House of
Commons on Jannary 18:

‘ Nobody desires to take the only son of his mother who is
s widow and looks to her son for maintenance and support
and relies upon him practically for everything in the world.’
The Tribunals under the new War Office screw are in fact
taking the only sons of widows who are dependent upon them,
or only granting a brief ment. Yeaterday Mr. Walter
Long sent out an official cirealar in which he su ted to the
Tribunals that they were not to consider what °serious
hardship " might be caused to the widow if her son were
killed, but only what hardship might be cansed to her if he
were called up—which, a8 an exercise in casuistry, will take a
great deal of beating, All this time we are still bidden to
* trust the Tribunals.’ . . ., . If this is what Mr. Long and the
Government mean by ‘trusting the Tribunals,’ it is a curious
method of showing their confidence. What the public are
demanding is & * square deal,’ as Mr. Roosevelt once put it, and
they seem very unlikely to get it.”

The widow's son is not the only vietim. There are hundreds
of casea of men with husinesses being told to sell up, and given
a month or six weeks in which to do it, which spells absoluts
ruin. So apart from the man opposed to the war and militarism,
who expects little sympathy for holding unpopular opinions,

new inquisition is outdoing its . How long, we
wonder, will the infamy be permitted to exist? And in the
interests of a War of Liberty ! '

The Soldier’s Reward.

fo % teful country will reward you" was the message
given wﬂm'n'ﬁ soldiers in the past. It is history how they
were rewarded. We have seen men with street organs, in the
workhouse, or reduced to beggary as a reward for their services.
But that was in the past. When the great cry went forth for
men for this war, they were tobe in a manner worthy of
their great sacrifice. But how have our rulers carried out their
promise ? *“ A Guardsman invalided out of the Army stated at
& London police court that he had been discharged for frostbite,
and was not receiving any pension or allowance.” Up to the end
of 1015, ticelve thousand men were invalided ouwt of the Army
without a  pension. The explanation of the Government is
simple. * 'lFI:eEa men were weak or defective when they entered,
and the strain of military service has produced the illness for
which they are discharged; and if pensions are to be allowed,
the medical examination mnst be made more thorough, which
would mean a greater increase of rejections and less men for the
Army." This is in effect the reply of the Government. It
carries its own commentary.

Patriotism and Profit.

The scandal of the excrbitant freight char and gigantic
profits of the shipping companies has again been filling our
daily Press. It has cropped up periodically since the war began,
and it still stands where it did. The Government readily find
a plausible excuse, and go so far as to take control of the
shipping (but not the profits). They refer in glowing terms
to the patriotic manner in which these carrion crows have
assisted the Government in the matter of transport, but it is
plain to see that the shipping companies, like the capitalists
generally, are making hay while the sun shines. They are
taking the opportunity to fill their coffers, and never mind at
whoss expense. It happens that, as usual, it is the workers who
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are paying in increased eost of ing ; yet when ask
Tor S ibench o oo i SRl O s oy G Sarea 28
suggestive of the revolution. They are decried as mer

~eowards, nnwilling to fight, but anxious to make all they can.
difference 1

Yet where is the ween an increase of s, on 40,
and an increase to 75s. per ton on coal to Genoa, which formerly
was carried for 7s. 1 e only difference is the modesty of the
workers' demands. We do not suggest that the Government
ghould take complete control of the shipping, but we do suggest
that the workers should be equally patriotic and go in for the
whole hog. Wh];un the warl:fhﬂ are filled with the same kind of
patriotism as that inspiring the shipping magnates, we shall be
in for another kind of war—and it will nntgba in Flanders or

* Economy in all things,” says the Premier, must be rigidly
exercised by the nation if we are to pull through. A wise
saying no doubt, for all recognise the valoe of econemy, - whether
it is in energy or goods. But the value of these platitudinous
injunctions of men like Asquith is entirely lost when their
actions are balanced with their words. Ie is getting £5,000 a
year, and he says, “1 mean to continue taking it." But ss an
earnest of his endesvour to assist the mation, he and his
collengnes have agreed to aceapt 25 per eent. of their salaries in
war vouchers—at 5 per cent. interest. Economy on those lines
is easy, but what of the old-sge pensioner with 5s. per week
and the value of a sovereign reduced to between 10s. and 12, !
Even the papers of the wealthy are warning them not to make
an_ostentatious display of their wealth, and at the same time
chiding workers for buying boots at 125. a pair. Economy for
the workers is @ good text to preach on, but in times of pesce
our daily porfion is meagre, and to still further reduce it ?ipa!la
starvation and worse. No, it will not do. Asquith and Co.
must find some other stick wherewith to beat the workers. To
prate of economy is only aggravating the feeling of resentment
which is rapidly spreading throngh the ecountry. We do not
want to economise in the necessaries of life, we want them
available for all.

_The Northcliffe Press, having ed s hercic part in the
agitation in favour of Conséription for single men, is now urging
the Government to go “the whole hog.” Nnmhﬂa
Military Service Bill become law than the Military Correspondent
of the T'imes started shricking for more. * Labour,” he writes,
“so far as it was represented at Bristol, has made a marginal
note upon the Aet, but has decided not to agitate in favour of

-+« .. The opponents of the Act, having made their
FEmtEBt, fall into line, and the general order is ‘ Steam ahead !’
he Daily News, commenting on these lines and endeavouring
to square the circle of expediency, declares *those sentences
represent either a fundamental and inexcusable ignorance of the
attitude of Labour or an attempt to take a grossly unfair
advantage of its loyalty and puhll::ic spirit.” No use for the
Daily News to make excuses for its contemporary’s blunt
truthfulness. The murder is out, and the docility of Labour
duly recognised and soon to be rewarded, it seems, with still
more Conscription, Labour, through the instrumentality of its
leaders, has fallen an easy victim, and the capitalist Press does
well to swagger and talk of “Steam ahead !|™ TLabour having
once blundered down 8 wrong turning, is likely to have to take
a good many more wrong turnings before finding the right
road again. But if Labour, the wooden-headed, can but grasp
the full significance of that “ Steam ahead !™ it might assist a
little towards the speedy finding of the lost road.

The voics of prn]’ararty is calling, and certainly in & very
high-pitched tone. The eternal wrongs it snffers—this is the
burden of its ery. And here and there in the papers, scattered
gurely in ungusrded moments, we find the truth—naked and
nnashamed—without raiment or disguise. “The more single
men,” we read, “as opposed to maurried men, who can

utilised for the Army, the fewer homes we shall have broken up
and the fewer changes house property will undergo.” And this
is followed up in a doleful wail over Sir Alfred Mond's Bill,
which, if passed, wonld enable any man called up for naval or
military service to apply to the Courts for relief from contracts
when rﬁe is unable to meet the liabilities they involve. The
measure is limited to tenancies where the rent does not exceed
£30 a year in London and £20 in the provinces, Those who
are acquainted with the pest history of this worthy Member
wonld certainly not accuse him of revolutionary tendencies, yet
the wail became something like a roar when the property owners
and representatives of insurance companies, who happened

to be Members of Parliament, attacked the Bill. They called’
the proposals immoral, and eaid that the proposed moratoriom
was mere robbery under legislative form. And, of ecourse,
althnrugil they are in Parliament ostensibly to gnard the interesta
of their constituents, a vital matter such as this so pearly
interfering with their profits must be tackled and their active
opposition proseented with all energy, and they will no doubt
succeasfully defend their rights. But he who is still antignated
enough to believe in our precious system of representative
tGh:;ver;:lmant. ¢an ruminate upon the moral and sadly adom
s tale,

A 'bus conduetor who had been a victim of 2 Zeppelin raid
was, on February 28, up ageinst those amiable twins, Patriotism
and Profit. And very incorrigible they proved. As he was
injured whilst on duty, he imed compensation from his
employers, the London General Omnibus Company. The vietim
lost his left eve and had sinee been employed by the Company at
a lower wage. DPatriotism and Profit proved sympathetic {mt
obdurate, and dismissed the mai's claim, holding that he was
not exposed to special risk, But that lowered wage i clear
evidence that where the two P's come into eonflict, its nlways the
former that goes under.

Hobert Blatchford has been telling the readers of the Weekly
Dyispateh that the State should be run on businees lines. * Tax
luxury and think nationally,” he declares. This alone will save
the Empire from red ruin. Allround Stste control alone will
do the trick. All else is futile, it sesms. DBacause the British
Navy is a State-managed service, so all else should be State-
owned, Stev,t«e-ur:r.:u:l;t1'4:&](3‘;1?2 But he overlooks oune important point,
that since the war we have bean State-owned and State-contralled,
until the State and {yranny have become interchangeable terms,
and even a person of most obtuse understanding can see in the
State the hateful institution of oppression it really is. No,
Hobert, your illustration of the State- i Navy is justa
little unfortunate, and we note you fnmg_rﬂ to speak of a
State-managed Army, having some recollection of a Dardanelles
expedition perhaps; but no sensible person will dream of
thinking nationally along the lines you indicate, for the robber
State has bound us, gngged us, and robbed us, and we do not
propose to turn the other cheek.

The sentence of six months' imprisonment passed on Mrs,
Nellie Best is a particularly infamous one, and should ecall for
active protests from all liberty-lovers. As honorary secretary of
the Women's Anti-Conscription League, she had published
certain leaflets against reeruiting and conscription. Her spirited
defence is one that should appeal to all Anarchists, and her
high courage in eonfessing that she had dome her utmost to
prejudice recruiting since the outbreak of war is particularly
inspiring. " She was prond,” she declared, * that she had
succeaded in keeping hundreds of lads from enlisting." The
viciou# sentence, we may be sure, was passed because of her
m:m})autnnt attitude, for authority is always particularly
indulgent to the penitent. We congratulate her for having
defied the law and set an example which we hope will bear
speedy fruit.

Under the heading “ Anarchist Outrages,” the Daily News
held forth on February 1 on the Zeppelin menace, and quoted
from the Spanish paper El Pais. There iz no difference,” says
this paper, * between Zeppelin raids and Anarchist outrages,”
and wurges neutral nations to protest against the criminal
proceedings, if only to safeguard the conquestz of civilisation.
This, of course, the Daily News endorses, declaring the raids
* Anarchist outrages " and a denial of all law. Now, although
most hirelings of the Press know perfectly whll what Anarchism
stands for, yet it always snits their purpose to traduce it. Thus
the murder of the Archduke and Archduchess Ferdinand of
Austria in June, 1014, was blazoned abroad as the work of
Anarchists, though subsequent facts proved it to have been
perpetrated by Serbian Nationalists. The Daily Nows, we
suppose, has never heard of Anarchist morality, which would
make impossible crimes like the Zeppelin raids or the lane
attacks by the British. These outrages, far from being a denial
of all law, are the last word in international law which snccessive
Hague conferences elaborated so carefully for years. The State
with the connivance of other States, cannot organise for murder
and then pretend to be surprised when such incidents take
place. They rightfully fall into the eategory of war, and war we
know is h It is the last word in capitalist exploitation and
“ givilisation.”
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THE MAN WHO WOULD NOT KILL.

This is a true story—a tragedy of real lifs in France, It was told
do B Richard ﬂuﬁaﬁrﬂl‘. an Amieriean writer, by an old sclivolmaster in
Montdidior, France. Me. Schayer retalls it tn the “ dmsrican Magazine.”

“This is the story of & man who would not kill,” began the old

schoolmaster. *“He came to me two v ago, fresh from his three

ra-of military servies, which he had hated, with letters from mutual
iends. | took him as my assistant instractor,

#Paul Savigny was his name. He was pale, but strong, with
the pallor of too many night hours given to study. His black
‘had all the fire and piercing quality to be found in leaders in thought
and argument.  But be was quiet, stodious and kind, and kept
much to himself. Everyonse loved him—the pupils adored him. Wi
them he was all gentlensss nnd guisty, but firm enough, when need
be, to inspire respect and obedience.  They learned rapidly under his
ta and T was delighted with him.

“ When war eame s0 suddenly down upgn us, Panl held himself
aloof from nll the excitement, the public meetings-and speeches.  The
mumizgthntﬂ- 's declaration of war became kpown to us 1
asked Paul what were his thoughts.  Tshall never forget thﬂ&xpr&amnﬂ
on his fuos as he looked straight into m his own' glesming wit
the light of strong resolva, m:la.mwamg K4 K

#1 War is without reason or exense—a hideons, & shamefnl thing.
T ¢hall have nothing to do with it 1’

# For & moment the fall import of his words did not make itself
clear to me. Then T said, in my astonishment ;

& But, then, you will have to go all the sams when the eall for
the reserves of your cliss comes.’

“ He smiled gently, ' No,"he replied. * Nothing chall eyer fores
mie to take up arms sgwinst my follow men’

s ;' “You mean,’ | eried, “that you will refuse to go when France
. gl -
- H ¢ Procisely," ho replied.

“1 Bat that would be madness!" T exclaimed., ‘It would be
shameful | They will foree you to go—or imprison you—or worse.”

“t Whatever they do to me,” he rnswered, ¥ they eannot maks me
fight. It id monstrous, this war. Tt is the work of diplomats and
Governments, not of the peoples, Tt is legalised murder. T shall not
commit murder for my country nor for any power on the face of the
earth. That iz my resolve.  Lat us talk of something else.”

“T did oot continue’ the argoment, thinking his resolution bot
that of a visionary who, when the time c¢ame, wonld go like the rest,
regardless of hiz beliefs or creeds. It seemed that 1 was right, for

"

when the eill eame & few days later Paul was prevailed upon by his

- Friends to present himself at the reeruiting office and receive his arders.
Tt had been for him through some influentisl friends in Paris
that he should be detailed for clerical work in the commissary

&, where he would not have to fight. b

# He came to me in his nniform to say good-bye. He told me of
his expected assignment, ‘For that reason alone I have submitted
-myzalf to the military system,’ he said. *T hate it all, all of it. 1 hate
this uniform. It is the badge of blood-lust and butchery—of man in
his lowest, most bostial guise. T.am a coward. T have sacrificed my
beliefs, my ideals, to this extent. But further than this I shall not go.
T shall not fight—T will not kill—no matter what they do to me.
Farewell, my old friend, my father '

“ He went with his regiment to some point of mohilisation near
Paris. A week later [ received o posteard. He was still drilling
with hiz regiment, but he was expecting every day to be given the
promiised post on the commissary staff, The ensving weeks were filled
with the terror and elamoor of war. . . . .

“ Ome morning the school door opened and in walked Punl. He
waa dreased in his old suit of black. His face was haggard and drawn
under his cost of tan, but his eyes blazed as ever with his unconguer-
able spirit, The children shouted with joy as they recognised him.
Discipting thrown aside, they clamoured about him and plied him with
questions ss he struggled forward to my desk and reached for my hand.

i Silence, my little ones,’ he cried, 1 have come back to teach
you. Return to your places.’

@ Tt was almost the hour of recess so T permitied the pupils to
scamper off, shouting the glad tidings of Paul's return to everyone

met on the street.

“ Silently, I waited for his explanation. He looked at me, and
emiled grimly.

¢ Tt i finished,” he said.  * They tricked me. T was not given
clerical position. My regiment was ordered to the front dl.,;r before
yeaterday. I went with them, hoping to the last that I should get the
promised work. That night we camped within a mile of the trenches
and were told that the morning would find us in battle. 1 came away.
Tn the confusion 1 was not stopped at the rallroad station. I have
thrown my detestable uniform into the closet. This is my proper
dresz, Tam a teacher, not s butcher. May T stay with yoo as of old
until they coms for me! Tt will not be long.’

] pleaded with him in tears. T pictured the dangers of his
position, the contempt and anger of his townsfolk—how they would
misunderstand his motives and look upon him as a traitor snd coward.
1 told him he would be tried, convicted, and probably shot.

#4 T know all that,” he replied, Tt is vseless to argue with me.
If you do not want me to come to the school, T stay away and
wait for them in my room. But T should like to be at my work,
when they send for me.” . . . .

i It seemed a little thing to do for him, who was so determined to
throw his life away for & belief, an ideal. T consented. That day he
finished the afterncon session in his old capacity and then walke
about the town. Where onee he had encountered nothing but smiling

friendliness and cheerful ﬁmemz gz, he now met only suspicious ﬁ?ﬁ
and interrogation. To all questioners he replied, simply, that he had
returned to teach sshool.

“ By night all the town knew that Paul Ssvigny had left his
regiment, resumed civil attire, and was again teaching echool.
news of his return reached the military authorities, T wag visited by
& staff officer and closely questioned. T gave as little information as
possible,

o No action was taken that night, but ‘the next morning, while
the children were in the midst of their grammar lesson and Paul stood
demonstrating at the blackboard, the expected . We heard
the thud of fest outside the door, & sharp command, the ring of rifle
butts on the cobbles, and the door was jerked open by a young officer,

¢t Paul Savigny,' he demanded.

#+T am here; Monsieur,” answered Panl quietly from his post at
the blackhoard,

i You are wanted ut hieadquarters at once. Comsl’ y

‘ Paul reached up to the top of the blackboard and wrote, in his
firm, clear hand, the littls sentence you noticed to-day when you were
in my sehoolroom: ‘La guorre est une bite sauvege qui dévore la
giviligation,” Tuarning to the children, he said :

¢ Guod-bye, my little ones, That is my last lesson.  Study it well
and never-forget 1" - . 2.

“Panl’s trinl, in camiera, was swift and brief. We learned
afterwards that he made no exeuses or evasions, eontenting himself
merely with the explanation that he wonld not fight, and that whin
he had found the promise of & clerical position unfulfilled he had left
the army and returned to his profession. He was found guilty of
cowardice and desertion in the face of the enemy and condemned to be
shot. Ha was to die a dog's death, despised by all his former friends—
tha most losthed thing known to man”

The old schoolmaster's voice broke into a husky whisper, He
rosp to his feet.  * Come, Moosigur,” hesaid. . . . .

Wi passed B big white building sitting back from the road.
Bontries at the gate and soldiers moving about within the enclosare
sugoested & barracks or headquarters. A little way beyond, the town
merged into the open country. On the left the white stucdoed wall of
a hillside cemetery met the road. The little graveyard was built in
terraces up the steepest part of the hill.

A narrow strip of grass separated the wall from the road. Here
my guide came to & halt and T sww, close agaiast tho wall, @ Jow
mound marked by a plain wooden cross. A faded wreath of wild
flowers lay on the rough sod.  There was no inseription on the eross to
tell whose grave it was that lay in unhallowed ground, just outside the
enclosnre reserved for more worthy clay. ;

Removing his hat, the old man rased his brimming eyes to mine
YL apuka:‘tnfwt, huskily and tremblingly :

“ You do not need to be told, Monsiear, what lies here.  Observe.

o They dug this grave elose to the wall. See, here is where he was

@ to stand, the yawning pi¢ of his own grave at his feat.

Laid eight rifles ont thers in the road. Four were loaded with
eartridges, four with bianks. Eight whitefaced reservists, none of
whom had ever shot anything more important than s hare, took up the
rifles,

%“Then benesth that poplar, Paul embraced me in farewell. His
last words wers :

“iSome day France will kmow that I died, not as a traitor or
cowsrd, but in protest against tyranny and evil, and for my faith in
the future regeneration of mankind.’

4 At his request they did not blindfold him nor bind his hands.
He faced them, Monsieur, with head held high, eyes shining.

“The young lieutenant, formerly a provision merchant, faltered
the commands. As he reached the fatal word *Fire!' I turned away
my head. The volley was ragged, seattering. 1 felt as though I had
been pierced with & thousand bayonets. When at last I could bear to
rajse ‘my head, the firing squad was marching away. Two other
soldiers were filling the grave.

41 forced my steps back to this spot and watched the men finish
their work, Ouoe of them produced from his barrow this little cross.
There was a dispute.

i Ha should not have a ¢ross: He was a traitor, & deserter, a
coward ! * cried one.

4 Deserter and traitor, maybe,’ said the other, ‘but coward, no.
He died as no man dies who is afraid. I say he should have the
cross.’
“The cross was placed. Since then T have come every Bunday
with a little wreath of simple blossoms. The townsfolk humour me,
knowing mf‘ attachment. But to most of them Paul's name still
stands for all that is cowardly and trescherous. T wonder will it ever
be otherwise | Will they ever understand 1

“ And you, Monsieur, what say you! Was this man s traitor—a
fool—or & martyr!”
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Tyranny Triumphant.
At lnst our rulers have fastened Compulsory Military Service

on the people. They have worked long snd patiently, and now

have achieved their aim. We shall be told it is only for the
single men, but in the present docile temper of the people we

Jknow that if the war continnes the married men will also be
conscripted. It is no good beating sbout the bush, let us face

the facts boldly. In the struggle between the people and their
rulers, the people have been badly beaten. The whole of the
forees of modern capitalist society—the State, the Chorch, and
the Press—have been mobilised against them, and, haodicapped

by their ignorance, it would have been surpriging if the people

had not succumbed. The tactics of their enemies were aimed
at dividing their ranks, and as they did not understand the
game that was being played, these tactics wers successful.
Instead of showing a united front, the married men allowed
themselves to be played off against the single ones, in the belief,

~which was carefully fostered, that if all the single men were

squeezed into the Army, the marvied men wounld not be called
on. As a writer put it in a weekly paper, the merried men
were made to think that by attesiing they would be getting out
of the trenches and not into them. Now they find they have
been hombugged snd trapped. Bat their creduolity has no
limits, and the older men still hope to save themselves by
agreeing to conseription for the young married men.

What these people do not nnderstand is that Conscription
for all men was definitely nimed at from the beginning: but if
that had been publicly stated, the opposition would have been
too strong. 8o the Government moved cautionsly step by step,
the Press playing the game nicely by cresting an atmosphere
suitable for the Government's purpose. When the Registration
Bill was introdoced, many of us knew and said it was the
prelude to Conscription ; but the Government flatly denied that
it was intended for that purpose, and the people accepted the

[Government’s denial. The resalt, however, has shown that it

was & deliberate lie—the Registration Ast was the foundation
of the Military Service Act.

Conseription is the culminating point of the attack on the
few liberties which the people had gained by generations of
struggle against their rulers. The latter had mnde these

‘eonitessions in times of popular revolt, bot had always waited

for the dny when they conld take them back sgain. The war
has given them this opportunity, and since it began they have
crushed freedom of the Press, free speech, and freedom from
arbitrary arrest. Under the Defence of the Realm regulations,
sud merely by the order of what is termed the “competent
military authority,” papers have been suppressed, publishers
raided, and goods seized, and persons arrested and held in
prison without any charge being made agamst them. TUnder

‘the Munitinns Act, the workers have been fastened to their

work as with chains, and the few barriers their Unions had
raised against their employers swept away, leaving them at their
mercy. This is the direct result of the servility of the people,
who of recent years have begun to lock on the State as their
guardian angel, anxious to do things for their welfare,

' ghall find many ran

Shakespeare sums up the sitoation very wnicely in * Julius
Casar,” where he makes Cassius say :— |
¢ And why should Cesar be a tyrant then ¥
Poor man! 1 know, he would not be & wolf,
But that he sees, the Romans are but sheep.”
g long as le sct in the servile manner they do, there
Et litdle. hapt:&ofpfyuhe.ﬁga. When the war is over, and they

begin to realise how they have been tricked and betrayed by x

those in whom they placed their confidence, it is more than N
ible thers will be an outburst, and blood may run in rivers f *

Em as it has on the Continent; but unless the people see things 3

more clearly than they do now, their fighting will be in vain, as-
will simply put fresh rulers in the place of their old ones.
1t is our task, as Anarchists, to break down their faith in the
Btate and all forms of government. It will be a heavy mk,
and we shall have to face bitter persecution aud opposition
from the privileged clseses, and even from the people
themeelves; but it will have to be faced, and in onr fght we
themselves on our side whose eyes have .
been opened by this terrible war. Let us, then, glrepaya for y
t:hm.ﬁ.ggf,ﬂnnd let our idess be put forward clearly, unilinchingly,
and without compromise. To struggle is to live, and the joy of
the struggle will be sufficient rewar

THE GOVERNMENT AND IRELAND.

The unwillingness of the Government to apply the Registra-
tion Act and the Military Sarvice Act to Ireland has caused much
comment in the Press, aod meny have been the reasons s i
for their action. The trus cause is the hostility of the Irish |
to the British Government, which they have always re i S
as an alien Government. But if the Government have not applied
the serew directly, indirectly they have left no stone unturned o
achieve their purpose. Their principal weapon has been money,
and this has been poured out like water to corrupt those whose
inflnenée was required, The Workers' Republie, the fighti
organ of the Irish Trade Unionists, in its issue of Febroary
has an article dealing with this question, and speaks out’
plainly. The writer says that “to the propertied
* Empire " meant high dividends and financial security, w
to the working class that meant omly the things it ¥
rebellion against.” But of recent years the ties of selfi
binding certain classes and individuals to the Empire have ;
to a most astonishing degree, “ until its ramificstions cover the
island, like the spread of a foul disease.” The writer goes on
i acdhca:

“It would be almoest impossible to name a single class ar
section of the populstion not evilly affected by this socisl,
political, and moral leprosy.

* Beginning with our Parliamentary representatives, we see
men 80 poisoned by the evil association of Parliament and |
enervated with the unwonted luxury of a salary much greater L
than they could ever hope to enjoy in private life, that they have
instantly and completely abandoned all the traditions of their
political party and become the mouthpieces and defsnders of
an Imperial system their greatest leaders had never cessed to-
hold 11? to thuth?urn ut’Itha world.

“ We see the ties of self-interest so poisoning those men that
they become the foulest slanderers and El?amiea%f all who stand-
for that unfettered Ireland to which they also once pledged their :
hwbgntﬁ]legmma. For the sake of £400 a year they ’
Imperialista; for the sake of large travelling expenses and
Inxurious livi]:lg they become lying recruiters.

" rﬁurp!mn after corporation elected to administer our
towns and cities neglect their proper business, and make their
city halls and town halls the scene of attempts to stampede the
youth snd manhood of Ireland out of the country to die
inglorious deaths in foreign fields. . . . |

** There is nobody in a representative position s0 mean that
the British Government will not pay some price for his Irish ly
soul. Newspaper men sell their Irish souls for Government {
advertisements paid for at a lavish rate, professors sell their '
souls for salaries and expenses, clergymen sell theirs for jobs for
their relatives, businees men sell their souls and become !
recruiters lest they lose the custom of Government officials, In
all the es of Irish society the only section that has not
fFImhuf even one apostate to the cause it had worked for in
tl'.l.:lbftﬁr lmpmmﬁm-m that of the much hated and traduced militant .

“Buat if the militant Tabour leaders of Ireland
apoatatised, the same cannot be said of the working cﬂ:ea:a:
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whole. Tt is with shame and sorrow we say it, but the evil
influence upon large sections of the Irish working class of the
bribes and promises of the enemy cannot be denied. . . . . .

“ For the sake of a few paltry shillings per week thousands
of Irish workers have sold their country in the hour of their
country's greatest need and greatest hope. For the sake of a
few paltry shillings separation allowanee thonsands of Irish
women have made life miserable for their husbhands with
entreaties to join the British Army. For the sake of a few
paltry shillings ion allowance thousands of young Irish
girls have rushed ints matrimony with young Irish traitors who
in full knowledge of the hopes of Nationalist Ireland had enlisted
in the Army thst England keeps here to slaughter Irish patriots.

* For what is the reason for the presence of the English army
in this country? The sole reason for the presence of such
soldiers in Dublin, in Ireland, is that they may be used to cut the
throats of Irish men snd women should we dare demand for
Ireland what the British Government is pretending to fight for

111+ « PR
ot Triiaa bivices Tt s DAoE Do sos F Ao ta
streets and buying, buying, buying the souls of the men
and women, ﬂwboyaa_nﬁg the girls, whom ambition, or greed, or
passion, oT vice, or poverty, or ignorance makes weak enough to
isten to its sednctions.” Fi
It is ing to read such rebellious outspokenness
ays, when the workers of these islands are pouring out
their blood to protect the interests of their rulers, who in times
of “ peace " have robbed and exploited them, and used them as

workers in any Government, and if the Irish look for German
help to gain their freedom from the British Government, we
would remind them of the Iable of the horse who songht the aid
of man agsinst a wild boar. When the man, mounted on the
Em&;?mhfh had killed the boar, he said t-.} thfhhom, “Tam
glad that I gave sssistance st your entreaties, for 1 have esptured
a prey, and have learned how useful you are,” and so compelled
him, uawilling as he was, to submit to the rein. It is known
that the German Ciovernment were willing to help Carson and
his gang just previous to the outhreak of the war, and Irish
workers know that Carson i3 one of their bitterest enemies. Let
the Irish workers avoid Governments at all costs.

The Clyde Workers.

The workers on the Clyde are still in the fight. During the
ast month the Worker, the organ of the Clyde Workers’
ittee, has been suppressed and three of the leading spirits
arrested. Also John MeLean, the ex-schoolmaster, who has
already been imprisoned under the Defence of the Realm Act,
has been again arrested upon a similar charge. Bail was
refuzed, and he was handed over to the military authorities at
Edinburgh. The Clyde workers, however, demanded his release
and a tmial by a Civil Court. Their demand was, moreover,
backed up by a stoppage of work in more than one munition
centre, and MeLean was handed over by the military authorities
to the eivil authorities, who released him upon £100 bail, whieh
was paid by the workers. This is g and inspiring, as
showing the spirit sctuating the Clyde workers. The spirit of
revolt 18 growing thers, and we hope it will be directed towards
the ultimate gaining of liberty by all the workers.

A Warning from the Past.

* Arbitrary power has seldom or never been introduced into
any eountry at once. It must bo introduced by slow degrees,
and as it avere step by step, lest the people should see ils
approach. The borriers and fences of the people’s Liberty
must be plucked ome by ome, and some plausible prefences
mugt be found for removing or hoodwinking, one after another,
those sentries dcho are posted Dy the constitution of a free
country for warning the people of their danger. When thess
preparatory steps are once made, the people may then indeed,
with regret, see slavery and arbitrary power making long
strides over their landa; but @t will be too late to think of
preventing or avoiding the impending ruin.”

Lord Chesterfield (1604-1773).

RESISTING REGISTRATION.

At the Hull Police Court on February 21 Alfred Kitson,
joiner, married, was brought up in custody on a charge of
refusing to fill np & Registration Paper under the Registration
Act. He had made the following statement on his form :—

# 1 refuse to give you any information, I do not believe
in slaying my fellow men, and will not have part or lotin
the making of munitions of war. I am & free man, and
therefore refuse to register mysell as a slave. I have no more
Faith in you than I have in the Keiser. You all believe in
murder and robbery, and you will not give justice to the
workers of our Jand in times of peace, ou make the wars,
80 ﬁght. them yourselves. 1 have had nothing to do with the
foreign policy, never having voted for any representative in
Parliament. You may do as you like; but I refuse to assist
you"

The defendant was sammoned on the eame charge on Febroary 4,
bat he failed to appear, and was arrested noder warrant.

The Magistrate pressed the defendant to comply with the
Act and thus avoid any further trouble. Other people were
eomplying with the law, and it was simply stapid to refuse.

Kitgon made a leogthy speech in defence of his action.
Ever since he had begun to think, he said, he had come to the
couclusion that sll was not right in this conutry, snd he had
gradually evolved the idea that the law of the country was
not just, but that it scquiesees in a system of robhery of the
vast majority of the people. The law was based on ecercion,
and when he received the applieation to Gll ap this form he
asked himself why should he, a fresborn Englishman, fill in
forms for people in whom he had no faith, snd who did not
believe in freedom ; for men who did not believe in justice and
the principles of righteonsness and truth that he valoed more
than life itself. Although it was explained that the Registration
was not intended to be made use of for military porposes, he
foresaw that it was so intended, and laber events bad proved
that he was right. People said we must comply with law and
order, but he had come to the cooclusion that there were two
kinds of law snd order. There was the law and order based on
epereion, which produced absolute misery, robbery, and murder,
nnd there was the law and Wﬂm" n individoal
character and conscience, the result of teaching that was high
than man-made law, and wasz the froit of religions eonviction,
He had decided that he could only submit to that form of law
which is bused upon righteonsness, truth, and justice,

Kiteon further stited that as a result of proceedings soch
a5 were now being adopted in this comitry, the vast majority
of the German working people, who believed in international
golidarity, had been stampeded inte war. They had been
reduced to the level of antomatic machines disciplined to do the
bidding of other men without thinking for themselves, and thie
Registration Aet was the first step towards a similar state of
things in this country. An honest man conld not do other than
resist such a development to the utmost of his power, relyin
upon the dictates of his own conscience. Oaly by more a
more men of all countries taking up this attitude would the
horrors of militarism be brooght to an end. It was the first
step in a system of reEimentatmu to which he absclutely refused
to be a party, and rather than take a hand in it he would be
prepared to spend she rest of his life in gaol. If the Magistrate
were to give his verdict as an honest man and not in his
afficial capacity as a magistrate, he would bave to admit there
was no case against him. He was an honest working man,
entirely innocent of doing any wrong either to his own or to
any other man's country.

The Magistrate explaimed that he was there to administer
the law, and E]I-,;pualud to the defendant sgain tu settle the matter
by filling up the form. (Kitson: “I thought you wers here to
adminster justice.””) “We are guided by the law of the land.
If you want to do right you will fill up this form. (Kitson:
“ 1t is not right.”) I am an older man than you. Let me give
you my advice. My advice is fill up this form.  You are simply
trying to carry out ss a citizen the law of the land. IF you still
refuse I must gimply administer the law and inflict the

enalty.
i Th}f; defendant persisted in his refusal for the reazons he had
already explained, wherenpon the Magistrate inflicted a fine of
£2 21,

Kitson refosed to pay the fine, and was therefore committed
to prison for 20 days




T e, v W

22 FREEDOM.

March, 1916,

THE BRIDGE BUILDERS.

March 2, day of ill omen to all liberty-lovers, is now with
us. It has brought wvictory to our oppressors, and defeat to
those whose voices have been raised in defence of freedom. The
dawn of this sinister day has meant little or nothing to the
great mass of the people, whose lack of imagination prevented
them grasping the full significance of the Military Service Aet.
They do not see that we have lost something that cannot be
regained without actual revolution. They eannot grasp the
abject servility that makes a man take the line of least resist-
ance, and, rather than refuse to obey & law which should outrage
every moral fibre of his being, passively allow himself to be
marched and counter-marched, and shoulder a rifle meant for
the muorder of a brother man. 8o much easier this, the
surrendering of his will to some upstart bully in autherity, the
donning of the King's uniform—fit emblem of flunkeyism—
the long nights in the trenches, the discomforts, the uneer-
tainties, suspense, and risk—all these things count for litile to
the Englishman, whose respect for law and suthority has become
a byword with the nations,

Nothing 15 worth the sacrifice of one's mavhood. Yet what
iz the end that will crown this quiet acceptance of an odiouns
law? Ouoly a few more slanghtered millions and rained homes,
despairing women, and wealth destroyed. Only chaos at last
when all sceonnts are sertled up and the respective armies pack
up their kits and, broken and ruined, retnrn home. Not on the
field of battle the victory. But in the homeland where we were
wont t0 swagger and boast our liberty—here over the remnants
of our freedom, here do the forces of reaction make hohiday and
onr Government celebrate its intermal vietory. Then to thosa
who see at last will come the real fight to be fonght—the line
of lemst resistance will serve mo longer, freedom must be
reconquered and manhood regained. Ihsobedience must then
become the highest duty of each, and the laws that bind ns as
with bands of steel ba defied and broken. ]

To Anarchists, who have always insisted upon the immorality
of all man-made law, the period through which we are passing is
one of unbroken tragedy. But they have seen in the past the
almest nnheeded encronchment upon our libertits, and knew that
when the Government felt itself strang enough the net would be
spread. That the victims have been hauled in 50 quietly speaks
much for the credulity of the human rape. The lying Press,
the patriot-mongers, and the Labour lnminaries—this treacherous
trinity has befooled, Hattered, and finslly trapped those who
normally would have refused to countenance war, And so, one
by one, those who would have resisted have fallen away, have
foresworn their ideals, and signed away their freedom, thinking

erhaps that one man can do but httle against all the forces of
f‘nw and reaction. But it is just that one thing that matters,
that ench person consecious of wrong does not help to minimise
the evil by joining and aiding the wrongdoers, even though
expediency is on his side. Only active resistance counts,
whether it be that of a solitary individoal or the growing
number that are inspired by his sturdy opposition. Nothing at
all can sanction or excuse the failure to defend our freedom.
We stand in opposition to the Military Service Act becaunse of
the abject slavery it involves, despite the defection of those who
would not face the coming fight against our oppressors. To us
the future is dark with the menace of further tyranny, but we
are pledged to resist to the end, to stand steadfast in the faith
that our cause will grow. As Olive Schreiner puats it so
beauntifully in * Three Dreams in & Desert ™ :—

“ T hear a sound of feet, a thousand times ten thoussnd and
thousands of thousands; and they beat this way! . . .. They
are the feet of those that shall follow you. Lead on! make s
track to the water’s edge! Where you stand now, the ground
will be beaten st by ten thousand times ten thousand feet.
Have you seen the locusts how they eross a stream? First one
comes down to the water-edge, and it is swept away, and then
another comes and then another, and then another, and at last
with their bodies Filed up & bridge is built and the rest pass

OVEL: o oiles Amnd, of those that eome first, some are swept away,
and aes heard of no more; their bodies do not even build the
bridge. . ... . And what of that? . . . . They make a track
to the wator’s edge. . .. . Over that bridge which shall be
built with our bodies, who will pass? . . . . The entire kuman
race.”

VYOICE OF LABOUR.
PRICE ONE FPENNY.
Published 15th of each month.
127 Ossvistoy Streer, Loxpow, N.W.

LETTERS TO AN AMERICAN COMRADE.

London, Febroary 23, 1916.
Deaz Comeane—

I haven't heard from yon yet, so either you are faithless to
your promise, or clse our fatherly friend the Censor thought my
letter really too troe to be good and sappressed it. Indeed we
feel very suppressed over here, just now; luckily there is a good
deal of suppressed anger knocking about which may unsuppress
itself one day; let's hope so. "

The Compulsion Act Tribunals are in full blast and are
really the last tonch of bitter sarcasm on the fast—as we are
told !—that this noble nation is fighting for freedom! Fighting
to down Prussisnism! The tribunals, as you doubtless know,
have been set up to decide which of the nnmarried men shall
and which shall not be compelled to go to the war. They are
civilian bodies, aided by military advisers ; you know what that
means. The long and the short of the whole thing is just this,
that we are living under a military despotism. The Man of
War roles us with & sword, and is in his turn ruled by his
employer, the Man of Mouey. It's the old trinity over ngainm,
the market, the Church, and the parade ground.

I wish I could write more cheerfully, my friend, bat I don't
think I've ever felt so miserable over affnirs, as I do now. Is
there mot cause to be wretched? Cause to despsir about?
Almost, bat not quite, for amid the gloom and horror there are
a few sparks of hope, which way kindle into fires that will warm
all our hearts, They need warming.

The thing that has hit me hardest personally is the falling
away of several friends, who have been poisoned by this patriotie
apirit, which has done more hart to men and women than all the
intoxicating liquors ever sold. They shut up the pubs st 9.30,
but patriotic spirit shops are in full blast all day, and as late
ab night as they care to be. This patriotic fervour isa
venomous diseass ; it blinds clear sight, deadens clear hearing,
stupefies the brain, demoralises the whole system. “ Whatever
my country does is right,” shouts Mr. Panting Patriot; yes,
even when it does what we eurse others for doing |

Patriotism hands its vietims over to the despots as ready
tonls! Be iotic| Oh, be patriotic and fight, or help
others to fight; be patrictic and obey blindfold and believe
blindfold ; go where and do what you are bidden to do! Oh,

neration of patriotic fools! Pouring out your blood in
ttling for you know not what, and fighting to rivet your
chains the more tightly.

Why pour out all this on your devoted head? Because I
feel that way. If you dom’s like it, drop it in the waste-paper
basket, that's easy.

And what about these sparks of hope, you ask ?  Well, one
of them is this: Our rolers have gome stark, staring mad, I
do verily believe. They are drunk with power, and in their
drunken folly they are overdoing it. Rulers can fool the people
up to a certain point, no farther; that is the danger point for
them, it may be salvation point for us. Our rulers seem tobe
lying now for the mere fun of deceiving; they are not content
with taking from us all they need, but finding how easy it is to
rob us of our little freedom, they are taking our all. There isa
spirit of hatred and disgust beginning to spread among the
workers at last; it may grow to a head, explode, blaze !~ And
then the whole damned shum of government for the people, by
the people, will be blown to hell, where it was bred.
worker knows more and thinks more to-day than ever he did
before. Among other things he knows now, at last, is that
political Labour leaders are, eonsciously or unconsciously, the
best friends the capitalist possesses; he knows that all politics
R dem}ly poison to freedom ; he knows that State Socialism is
now being tested and found wanting; he knows that he must
depend upon himself! Everything and mest everybody he has
trusted is failing him, and his will soon be the desparation of
despair. To whom will he turn 'in his rage ! To us, I believe,
for he knows that what we have told him has proved troe!
Every hour the truth of our faith grows more distinet, more
compelling, more full of ho}ae for all men and women who wark.
Of course, the despots do all they can to shut our mouths, bot—
we shall see.  'With the summer will come a horror of slaughter
that will, I believe, sicken the people. They will begin to ask
for what salvation is this baptism of blood ¥ ~ And they will feel
that the only true answer is that there is no salvation for the
worker unless he takes his own affairs into his own hands
E;h;; War 1; a ]:;WTW; but the war to come will be a death blow

ose who bave engineered and are profiti i
bloody sbrife, g profiting by this present

I don’t know whether I am conveying to you anything of
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what I feel; I hope o, and I hope you on your side of the sea
will put up & sturdy fight against the militarism which
HRoosevelt and others are desirous of saddling on your backs.
You've seén something of what it weans in Hurope! For
freedom’s sake keep the States free of it.  All luck.—Yours,

W.T, 8.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE PREVENTION OF WARS,
(o the Editor of FrEEpou.)

Dear Big,—In the Februwry issus of Faeepow, friend John
Tamlyn, in his excellent article (“ Will Science Abolish War?"),
asserts that * so long ss expoitation lies st the base there ean be no
pescs.” In other words, the only way to prevest wars is to stop
exploitation. Perhaps you will allow me a little space to discuss this.

L am in sgreement with- Mr, Tamlyn ss to the root cause of
modern warfare—it is (ss ke snys) exploitation, 'The present-day
inflation of armaments ean only exist beeause the result of lubour,
beyond & pittance for the labourer, is diverted into the ats of thosa
who already have more than they ean spend. The resultant ¥ savings "
ara lent to Governments (ot 8 percentage—obtained again from
labour I} who devote them in the main to the building of navies and
the maintenance of armies. The hugeness of modern i
machines is thus seen to be due to exploitation (no one would con
that taxation of the rich provides the means), .

Further, the lack urchasing power, from which the workers
“Fuffer, renders it unprefl for more than s certain amount of the
.above-mentioned " savings " to be used ss capital at home. Interest
would full in rate, and that would nover do! The surplus therefore.
goes to the fnaneing of syndicates, whess pur 8 to obtain
concessions in foreign warkets, where * native " libour permits of much
profit, The scrnmble for the exploitation of these markets nnd the
rivalry engendered therehy result in international disputes and the
grmﬂ.g of militavism and armaments, with war alwaye hovering
around.

Thus exploitation of labour at home produces the root motive for
modal:;]':nri, at the same time providing the huge machines used to

WHrs,

Nevertheless I disngree with friend Tamlyn's assertion that pesce
cannot be till exploitation disappears, Desirable as the aholition of onr
present economic system may be; T wm of opinion thab at the present
juncture we ean gain more by uniting to secure ‘democratic control of
foreign policy than by wrangling over the best way to erush the
capitalist, War and militarism are the common foes of all who aim at
human well-being. These foes provent all growth towards fresdom,

hence we must smite them before we ean hope to proceed further on
onr road.

Popular foreign policy means the abolition of secrecy in
diplomacy. The economie g!‘ippngllll:rfwaign uffairs will be impossibla
when the people secure control, Only under the wveil of secrecy dare
the financiers corry out their schemes. This war—this  * lust

t "—has shown up the evils of seeret cluss diplomacy with ita

of effective interest in popular ideals. f

Let us at any price seéure publicity and abolish the grip of the
eligues, and we shall be in & fair way towards un enduring—if not a
permanent—peace, With the Governments impoverished and the
}aoupim awakened, we shall have af feast 0 decads in which to fight for

reedom and well-being.

On the other hand, if wé ignore the diplomatic eauses of wars, wa
shall fuil to overthrow the economic epemy, a3 we are too divided in
our econcmic aims to achieve much, and meantime “ elique control” of
the diplomatic machine will be increased.

ven when an idesl economic system is attained it will be
desirable to hold inter-communal and international conferences; and
the democratisation of foreign policy will, besides rendering the
economic canses of war inoperative, help to pave the way towards these
future world conferences,

In u nutshell, my point is that all reformers snd revolotionaries
should unite at the present critical time in order to render it impossible
in future for the economio causes of war Lo operate through diplomacy.
When this objeot is attained, Communists, Individualists, Collectivists,
and all the other brands of revolotion and' reform will be free to fight
each other besides the Clopservatives, till in the end between them they
sneceed in croshiog the capitalist.— Yours, efe.

Caanies D. Ko,
| Demooratic control of foreign policy * is a will-'o-the-wisp, like
democratic control of other things, Foreign polioy is simply concerned
with gharing in tho expleitation of other races. We wish to abolish
exploitstion at home nnod abroad, not to “control™ it, whether
democratically or otherwise—Ed, Fruenou,]

A BUGGESTION FROM AMERICA.
(To the Edilor of FrEEDOM.)

Desit Compang,—Greeting. My dear old comrades at Home
Colony, Washington, send me your paper, Fagepos, and many others,
which I peruse with much pleasure and profit.  Fine times these for
ne -Anarchists.  How beautifully cur disgnosis of afairs is being
vindicated the world over !

I am writing for the purpose of making s suggestior, which I
hope may bear fruit. Bot before giving you the dotails, 1 shall tell
you in a few words how we made the idea work here in Lineoln in
eonnection with another movement,

Beveral weeks ago, the famous evangelist Billy Sunday spent
some seven weels preaching in Nebraska, His sermond wers printed
in all papers.  He revived the old idea of literal Hell, which had been
passing out of people’s minds. Minor revivals wera started up every-
where and mimic * Bundays” sprang up in every town. Lineoln started
to get the fever. Lincoln is & city of superstition shops (sometimes
ealled “ehurches ™), T made up my mind I would make it hard
sledding for the spiritual imps. 5o T had printed at my own
many thousands of the bills such as I enclose, and delivered these to
every home in the eity, house to house ; left them in buggies, autos, and
in stores ; gave them to children to hand to their teachers; put them
under church doors, 50 the sexton might certainly get one ete., eto.
Az a resnlt, | have already seen & number of revival attempts fail
completely. ' So muoch for the direct methods of Anarchy.

When the war closes, or before, T suggest that the cities in all the
warring opations be in this manner literally plastered with bills
demanding that ‘all sar debis be repudiated ) The ides could be
amyplified az you on'the ground might deem wise. Thers is no other
solution possible. T the stupendous war costs are losded on. the
people, Earope will simply perish, and the workers will ba reduced to
such servitude that they will have not vitality encugh to fres
themselves from it.—Yours for the Revelution,

Lineoln, Neb.

The Fox Without a Tail

[*The keenest of recroiting agents ave the wounded scldiors
from the Front—especially those who bave losEa limb."—Dudly Paper,
This phenomenon has been hEI:_—]]ljl' explained by Msop in his well-known
fable, # The Fox Without o Tail."]

A Fox being caught in & trap, was glad to compound for his neck
by leaving his tail behind bim ; but upon coming abroad into the world,
ba began to be 2o sensible of the disgrace such a defect wonld bring
gpon him, that he almost wished he bad died rather than come awny
withioot it.  However, resolving to make the best of a bad matter, he
called n meeting of the rest of 5.19 Foxes, and propesed that all should
follow hig example. “ You have no motion,” said he, ** of the eass and
comfort with which T now move about : 1 eould never have believed it
if T had not tried it myself ; but really, when one comes to reason npon
it, & tail is such an ugly, inconvenient, unnecessary appendage, that the
only wonder is thab, as Foxes, wo could have put up with it solong., 1
proposs, therefors, my worthy brethren, that you all profit by the

i that I am most willing to afford you, and that all Foxes:
from this day forward eut off their tails." Upon this ons of the oldest
stepped forward, and said, * I rather think, my friend, that you would
not bave advised us to part with our tails, if there were any chincs of
resovering your own.”

*Preparing Class 193&.”

Last summer the following note appesred in the official French
Partiamentary _journsal, tha Jowrnal Oficial :—

# M. Girod demanded from the Minister of War what had been
done with the information gathered regarding the preparation of the
Clasa 1936, and whether the systems of tssions suitabla for cur
soldiers shown in it shall soon be put into practice.” M. Millerand,
the Minister of War, nnswered that * permissions were immediately
to be issaed.”

To the uninitinted, who do neot kwow what the Class. 1836 is, the
question and answer will convey nothing, The Class 1936 is the
children to ba born this year, and who will consequently be 20 years
old in 1936, and thes lable for military training; awd the
# parmissions ' are o enable the French soldiers to visit their homes
and their wives and sweethearts to prepare this Cless.  This s
another of those * military noecessities™ thut we hear so much of
nowadays, Not much of the *glimour of love” in this.— frigid
Columbio Federationist, '

G. V., Tnorxe.

“*What Are We Fighting For?"

“ What are we fighting for, if we are to jettison all our liberties
one by one; first, the freedom of the Press, then the freedom of the
platform, then open Courts of Justive, next trial by jory, next by the
censorship of news and opinjons by a Government that mever
appreciates the blessed light of publicity. If we are getting rid of all
these liberties one by one, I do not know for what we are fighting. I
thought the whole object of this war was to preserve these liberties, 1
agk, i8 it for this we are sacrificing the flower of England's manhood ;
is it for this we are squandering the nation's resources, the stored
comforts of her people, and the garnered products of ber industry 2 I
want to know how much better off we should be, even if we went to
war, if we Germanise our institutions ¥ What shall it fit ua if we

in the whole victory and lose the prize we are fighting for 2"—
g’?: W. Byles, M.P,, in Howse of Commans,
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With further reference to our note in last month's Freepou re our

being compelled to relinguish Ashburton House, ws are now able to

furnish Februarys finaneinl aeconnt for the benefit of sympathising

comrades and those scholars who failed to attend our last gathering,
February's inoome: Sehool, 128 84.; Erpsst Humphrey, 6d.;

! Epeaml Dopation, £1 ; B, Black, 5a; per W. Ruderman, 14a. 6d. Ib

— =

| was decided by the School to hand over the balance, after paying
linbilities, to the Anti-Conscription League—Z£1 ls. 10id, is hog
' been done. JIamE,

-

PROPOSED COMMUNIST COLORY.

There is little to report concerning the proposed Communist

Colony. A farm has bean offéred at a fair rental, but the condition of

the roads has prevented comrades from ﬂawmg it. Progress will be

’ reported later. Can any reader supply information about any literature
¥

dealing with Communist Coloties H. Baxxs,

MONTHLY ACENOWLEDGMENTS,

{ Februnry 4—March 2.3
FrEgpow Suaravntse Fund, —A, Mattiacn 1a, 4. Waolfe 84, Feliz 108, D. Camaron
e 84, K. Humphreys 64, J. Hatigan 25, 'W. D. Belkirk 2= 8d, E. Michaels
Il 1g, 'I" & ibd, J Fisher 6d. Harﬂh Houpe ([socialy mnd sale of
rofrealiments and litersture), week eoding Jonnary 29, 1851 Febroary 5,
24 10d; Febrnary 12, 18 4d; Februonry 19, 10s Ed; E‘#'hrn.ur 98, Bs iul;
members’ subseriptions (Fobruary), 185
FagsboM Subseriptions.—A, Mattison 1s 64, 0. Whiting 15 8d, A. Wilbors
ds 21, M Heek 23, R. Aldington 1s ﬁi. K. Gelert 1a 6d, 4 Reynolds
1s 04, A. Bmith 1s 64, W. D. Selkirk 1s 84

Political Prisoners' Fund.—E, Humphreys 84, F. Crowsley 35

Marsh House.
Thurday, March 9— Diseussion, * That Capital is not International ”;
opener, 8, Cerio.
| Saturday, March 11—Gramaphons Coneert. Dancing a5 nsual.
i Thursday, March 16 —Diseussion.
Saturday, March 18 —Whist Drive. Colloction. Prizes, Dancing as

Thuraday, March 23— Diseussion.
Every Sunday, Boeinl and Danee, 8 p.m.  Collection.
The Lilvary wid the Pamplisn Pund.
In future the books in Marsh House Library may I}nhﬂrmwﬁl
on Sunday evenings on ~of 1d. per volumes,
E. Michaels, The proceeds will go towards the inting of ph]ﬂh-.
Presenta of suitable books will bo much tppmm B2

Modern Science and Anarchism.

By Prrer Knorormoy,

112 pages; Paper Covers, 6d. net; postage, 14d.
“FREEDOM ” MAY BE OBTAINED of

mﬁuﬂnnmﬂsl 4, GA %hﬂnlhmwwhw L. [EW holesale).

ATIONAL Lamorr PrEss, o'z Houss, Fleet
Btroet, E.C, {Whaolssala), e s el
. B, Rrouusas, 71 Hanbury Street, Spitslfields, B,

——— e

J. I Jagoes, 191 0ld Street, Gig Hosd, B.C.

Quiowranie, 238 York Road, and 81 High Street, Battorsea, 8.W,
| Iswxnuno, Cleveland Streat, 'w.

Ww. B:wu. &3, Cross

Charing Hoad, W,
F. Bevvy, 570 Xork Rond, Bridge En.d, Wud;wnq-th 8.W.
Brevuxs, 66 High Streot, 1sli
Gorom, 10 Ogborne Strest, Whi Hﬂhl-pﬂl.
Stairsan, 3504 Mile End Rosd, E.
J. Yates, 114 High Road, W illesden Green, N,W.
H. Ervior, 328 Lilliec Hosd, Fulham, 8 W.
J. WinTERs, 108 E‘Ilnrchﬂo&d W:.lbea&u, N.W,
J. Freer, 100 Upper Street, Inli“pm“.
F. Hahn, 450 H:.nmw BRoad, N
Leicester —W. H. Holton, 87 Waolverton Koo,
Manchester—H. Srcars, 904 Great Ducie Street, Strangeways | Wholesals
Hewiis, 144 Canngn Btrect. Ll *
M. Robert, 58 Grosvenor Street, Corner of Brook Street,
Burna, New Dailey Street,
Munnmg, Lower M:sley Strest.
Walker, Church Street, Newton Heath,
Collins, 326, Oldham BRoad, Newton Heath,
Plymonth,—W. Tall, Market Bookstall.
Belfagt—W,. Eomxson, 167 York Street.
Falkirk—J. Wilson, 76, Grahem's Fowd.
Leeds—(G. Frost, 20, Keston Streat, York Roud.
Huddersfield.—H. Francis, 07 Swan Lane, Lockwood.
A, Wadsworth, Outcote Bank, Manchester Road,
Qoventry.—U. Lioyd, Market Stall,
Yegvil—W. R, Fowlor, 5 Sherborne Road
:I:Iuhlin—-T C. Kewrney, 59 Upper Stephen Street.
 —I, BaxTER, 32 Brosswick Street.
ll 1.—J. Fuysy, Haymarket,
==L, MacarTsEy, 203, Overgate.
Oardiff—M, Ciawk, 26 Wood Street,
U.8.A.—M. Mame, 423 Grand Street, New York, N, Y.

T

We can supply & few complete sets of Frrepou from 1006 to
1915, all in good condition for binding. Prices -—

1911 to 1815 ... l= Gd. peryear; two years for 2a 6d.

1906 %o 1910 2a, = five yonrs for 8a. Gd.

Prices include postage in the United Kingdom.

MOTHER EARTH.
Published by Eswma Gouosmaw.
Ofices = o0 East 125th Stroet, New York City, U.B.A.
Can be cobtained from Fresnom Office,  6d. monthly, post-fres 7d.

PAMPHLET AND BOOK LIST.

ANABCHIST OOMMUNISM ; Its Basis awp Prisories. By Prres
Enororziw.  1d.

THE WAGE SYSTEM. By P. Ksoromxin. 1d.

THE STATE: Ixs Hisrorie Rorn By Perem Krororers., 2d,

EXPROPRIATION. By Peren Enororxim,  1d.

DIRECT ACTION » LEGISLATION. By J. Buam Swire, 14

THE PYRAMID OF TYRANNY. By F. Dowera Nreowesaom. 1d.

LAW AND AUTHORITY. Br Prrer Hnororemy. 4.

THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. By Prren Krorormow,

ANARCHISEM AND OUTRAGE., #d.

AN APPEAL T0 THE YOUNG. Br Perex Enororziw. 1d.

WAR, By Perex Knororms. 1d.

WARS AND CAPITALIZM. By Peren Krororems: 1d

THE ANARCHIST REVOLUTION. By George Barrett 1d.

THE LAST WAR. By George Barreti. 1d. ;

A TALE BETWEEN TWO WOREERS, By B Mararssra, 1d.

EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. By Evisze Bsorve. 1d.

THE INTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST CONGRESS, 1807. 1d.

THE CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL: a Mamnxiax Fartacr, By
W. TouErEESOFF. ;

ANABCHISTS AND ESPERANTO, 1d.

THE JAPANESE MARTYRES With Portrait of Eotoka, 1d.

ANARCHY. By Awxoee Gmmarp. 4d.

NON-GOVERNMENTAL SOCIETY. By Epwann Camresren, 3d.

DUTY OF CIVIL DIE!'}EEDEH(IE. By H. Thorean, 3d.

THE CHICAGO MARTYRS, With Portraita. Id.

ANTIMILITARISM FROM THE WORKERS' POINT OF VIEW.
By Dors B. Montefiore, 1d,
1d.

RIGHT TO IGNORE THE STATE. By Herbert Spescer.
AND LIBERTY : Mrxmico's Barmie ror Ecowomic Frespod.

1d.

LAXD
4d.; postage, 1d.

FOR LIBERTY : An Anthology of Rewolt. Cloth 7d., paper 3d.

WOMAN'E FREEDOM. By Lily Gair Wilkinson, 1d.

MUTUAL AID. By P Kropotkin. 1a. met; postage 2d.
MEMOIES OF A REVOLUTIONIST. By P. Erororeid. (Amerdcan
Edition), 8 6d. net,
FACTORIES AND WORESHOPS, By Persz Knororxiv,
New sud Revised Edition, Cloth, 1s net.
THE CONQUEST OF BREAD. By P. Knorormiw, Cloth la. net.
MODERN SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM. By Prree Knorvormiw, A
New Translation. Paper 6d., postage 13d.
ANARCHIEM AND OTHER ESBAYS, By Ewumi Gotpaaw, 4a 8d.net,
FPRISON MEMOIRS OF AN ANARCHIST. By A. Beexmaw, 8 6d

nat,
AHLRCHJPJHL By Dr Pavr Evrznacrer, s 6d. ; postage 4d.
Mwalafhﬂ.g:l NDWHEHEE By WiLram Moems, Paper covers, ls.

a 1
A DREAM OF JO BALL, By Winniax Morrs i‘l.i m 3d.
!'AMEI'US EPEE(.’H,'EE OF THE EIGHT CHICAGOD

1s 3d
WHAT 18 PBD RTYI' WJ P. J. Provpaos. 2 vols 3s, dd.
THE EGO AND HIS OWN. By Max Svoasxen.  3a 6d. net

By Epwarn Canrexter. 2 6d. and h.. post. 3d.

ENGLAND'S TDEAL

CIVILIZATION : ITS CAUSE AND CURE. By E. Carpenter. Cloth
2a, 6, met, per 1s Ifm“'ﬂ ad.
A ?’INDIL&TIUN ATURAL BOCIETY. By Epuvsp Borxe
1a. and 8d., fd. and 1d,
WALDEN. B

Troneaw, . I and Edﬁgnkn 2. and 1d.
THE ORIGIN AND IDEALS OF T MODERN BCHOOL. By
Frawomeo Fernen,  Cloth 94, net, Eaper Gd, net, postage 2d,

FREE POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS, L. SroovER. 1& net.
LIBERTY AND THE GREAT E.IBERT;LRIL"IS Compiled by
C. T. Brranivo. Os. 6d. net ge 4d,

THE S8CIENCE OF BOCIETY. By Stephen P, Andrews. 2, 6d, nat.
BELECTED W{JI{KE OF VOLTATRINE DE CLEYRE. 4a 6d, net:

THE gELIAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MODERN DREAMA. By
Ewma Goldman., 4a 6d. et

BYNDICALIZM AND THE {-'DCFI"LRATIV'E COMMONWEALTH.
Ey E. Paravn and E Poverr, Paper 25, cloth 3a, post-fres,

All orders, with eash, should be sent to
Freepos Press, 127 Ossviaron Streer, Loxpox, N.W.
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