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NOTES. / 

Hunger May Stop the War. 
Peace taJk has been the all -importm1t topic of the New Year, 

an~, despite the new regulation regarding pacifist literature, the 
dail;y press has bee~ allowed to express itself not only freely but 
f?retbly. Th_e Hussian and Germa.n peace proposals, the declara­
tion of war m.ms made by Mr. Lloyd George following hard upon 
the. war aims memor'.1-ndum of the Labour Pa.rty and the Trades 
Umon Cc:ngress _ \whi~h undoubtedly helped to force the issue), 
and President Wilson s speech to Congress, have all h elped to 
unmask the annexafaonist imperialist belligerents. Lip service 
was, of course, paid to t he Russian formula of no forcible annexa­
tions and no indemnities, but unfortunately for the · Governments 
~once~ned the r:iass of the people are at last getting not only 
n:ripa~i~nt but highly critical. There is no longer the chance of 
disg.msmg the fact tha,t ·the peoples of Europe a.re hungry and 
r~stive. · They have come to believe with . the Russian Bolsheviks 
that force may not be the only weapon. As a writer in the Nation 
so aptly states, "Ideas are in the saddle a.nd force will learn its 
limitations·.'" For the incredible has happened, and a n~w dawn 
has drawn the eyes of the West to the Ea.stern horizon, and it may 
be that the peoples of all Europe will soon be liberated from the 
Frankenstein that has been oppressing them for so long. We are 
assur:dly on the .brink of important happenings, for it is now very 
certam that the ideals of the Russian Bolsheviks have penetrated 
to all corners of the globe and have compelled admiration and a 
desire to go and do likewise . 

Secret Diplomacy Doomed. 
The attack on secret diplomacy ha.ving been considerably 

.strengthened by the publication of the Secret Treaties existing 
between the Allies has undoubtedly led to the doom of the old 
syst em of diplomatic relationships between States. To quote 
from the Manchester Guardian of J anuary 4 : 

"What, it may be asked, is the mark of the old diplomacy? 
Its first principle is that foreign affairs are the affairs of 
diplomats, not of peoples. From that principle flowed as 
neceasary consequences secrecy, the idea of world-relations as a 
balance of power, the tendency to treat lands and peoples as 
material for barter. 1£ Brest Litovsk establishes itself as a 
precedent, all that i.r; now iri mortal agony. What is to replace 
it? The business man would be the right kind of 
diplomat i£ the task o.f diplom9.icy was to conceive ·the world as 
so many markets for commercial exploitation. Is that the task 
of the new diplomacy? Assuredly not. It must look upon the 
world. neither as1 a balance of rival Powers nor as a group of 
markets for competing industrial groups,_ but as a fellowship of 
human gocietie.s . . . pursuing the common labour of civilisa­
tion.'' 

Let the Peoples Decide. 
Yet another factor is the very embarrassing appeal of -the 

R us·sians right over the heads of the German Government to the 
German people, and indeed to the people of all the belligerent 
nationalities, for even the capitalist press is discovering that the 
Russian Socialists stand. for freedom in every State and not merely 
in their own. It is this fact that has led to a clear-cut i$sue 
between the exp1oited people in all countries ."and their respective 
Governments. The capitalist Governments veil their . annexa­
tionist policies by ta.lkin.g a.bout democracy and the freedom of 
·small nations. But the uncompromising Bolsheviks have exposed 
this sham, and invited the peoples themselves to decide .their own 
destinies and arrange the ·on!y just and ·eql.lltiittaible peace possible, 
that is, one founded upon the free self-express.ion of all natioriali­
ties and libeirahion. imam c:a-:pitaiist exploitation. 

Ma~cbing Orders for the· C~binet. 
As proof that even the wage-slaves of Britain are under .the 

spell. of new iclea.s, we ha.ve . only to quote from the report of a 
meetmg of Sheffield strikers engaged in munition works and held 
o~ January 4. The Chairman declared that "they had no quarrel 
.with the workers of Germany or a.ny in the known world, but it 
was up to them to set themselves to give the Government D epa.rt­
ments and the Vlf ar Cabinet marching orders.'' In a resolution 
which they subsequently . passed, · they " protested against a 
further comb-out being applied until the Government aiv·es a 
guarantee of its intention not to continue the war long~r than 

\!.1ecessary to secure the. policy laid d·own by their brother demo-
crats in Russia.'' Thus do we get some indication of the breeze 

. that is beginning to agitate all Europe. , 

Labour's Sectional Outlook 
. rrhe new man-power proposals ha,ve given rise to much heated 

discussion, both inside and outside· Pa.rliament. The large Unions 
ha:e opposed the Bill, and a.re preparing to show fight, but the 
pomt .they hav~ apparently overlooked is that the present pro­
posals are only the natural outcome of the GovE>rnment 's policy. 
In. the beginning of the war certain promises were given to Labour , 
and were, of course, broken. The whole course of events h as 
been as we predicted. Our masters were wise enough to '' divide 
and conquer.'' Whereas if the workers had been class-conscious 
and had possessed a clear conception of their duty towards their 
own class, a stand might have been m ade when the war broke out , 
and we might thus have been spared the unthinkable horrors of 
the. past few years. Even now the position might be saved by 
means of solidarity and united action. But the tragedy of the 
·British workers appears to be the impossibility of looking beyond 
the very narrow confines of their own little craft unions. When 
they realise that every trade and industry is inter-dependent upon 
the other, then even the stolid English may begin to make history 
in this country. 

C.0. Done to Death. 
Yet another conscientious objector has been done to death in 

prison. At the inquest on Arthur Horton, who died from bronchial 
pneumonia in Shrewsbury Gaol, the usual evidence as to the harsh 
prison r egime was given, and the usual indifference to the facts 
was displayed by the coroner . The jury appear to have been more 
sympathetic, for the foreman was anxious that "they should sa.y 
something of the complaints alluded to,'' but the coroner replied, 
''That had nothing to do with that inquisition.'' This case, like 
the orie previously reported, is remarka.ble in that it demonstrates 
the extreme law-abiding · nature of the British. In marked con­
trast was the inquiry into the circumstances attending the death of 
Thoma,s Ashe, when the jury severely censored both the Dublin 
Castle officials and the Mountjoy prison authorities. 

Meaning o·f Democracy. 
Mr. Lloyd George's .interpretation of. democracy is an ex­

ceedingly quaint one, for it is apparent that when he uses that 
• particular word he really means government. When replying to 

a question as to the desirability of holding an Internationa1 
Workers' Conference, which was put to him at the recent Trade 
Union Conference on "Man Power," he stated that it had "been 
a matter for discussion between various countries, and. they came 
to the conclusion unanimously that in their judgment whatever 
negotiations are conducted must be conducted between the repre­
sentatives of the Governments in each country. That is the view 
taken by President Wilson. . . . It was tl~e view taken by the 
French democracy. Those two great Republics took that view, 
Italy .took that yiew, and we took: that view.'' So the wib.ole 
matter is finally dfaposed of. Th~ War Cabinet does not desire 
an Intemati0nal Socialis:t Conference, and therefore democracy 
-dCi>es not desire it. 
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THE LABOURER'S !'HiRE. 
( Oo.nclusion.) 

We have seen in the pr.~vious articles tha:t the histo;y of the 
labourer has been but ·a record of exploitation· in all its most 
horrible forms. The " good old days" of the Anglo-Sa.xons saw 
the labourer a serf-;--despised and oppressed by his master. The 
coming of the Norman only introduced new legal forms that bound 
him more firmly to the soil. Then slowly through the ages, as a 
result of repeated revolts , we see a slight betterment in the lot of 
the peasant until the force of industria.I evolution becomes too 
.strong and he emerges a wage'-slave,_ freed from th.e soil, it is true, 
but landless and forced to sell his labour for a miserable pittance. 

In following thus the whole tragic h,istory of Labour, one 
central fact stands out with prominence-that Labour (with · one 
or two notable exceptions) has consistently lacked breadth of 
vision. The labourer '.s birthright has again anci again been sold 
for a mess of pottage. Often in history he appears to have been 
on the threshold of great things and momentous changes, but has 
repeatedly sunk back again into his former condition. This has 
been made possible by the fact that the true meaning of private 
property has never been· adequately grasped. For, as Kropotkin 
tells us in "Fields, Factories, and Workshops": "As long as 
society remains organised so as to permit the owners 0f the land 
and ·capital to appropriate for themselves, under the protection of 
the State and historical rights, the yearly surplus of human pro­
duction, no such change can be thoroughly a.ccomplishecl." The 
labourer has been but a pawn in the industrial scheme of things, 
a being often of less importance than the very beasts of the fi elds . 

· Lowly in thoughts and aspirations, he ha.s allowed himself fo 
remain 'a relic of feudalism, with µierely a bread-and-butter theory 
of life and a perplexed notion of some sort of compensating after­
life . 

The so-called industria1 revolution in England which took 
.place just after the middle of the eighteenth century was only 
focussed in his mind as an evil thing , for had not devil-ma.de 
machinery displaced the labourer equally in the fi eld as in the 
factory? To him all such labour-saving appliances were of an evil 
nature a~nd a standing menace to his existence. The nightmare of 
a still barer existence confronting him, with always · the vision of 
the poor-law overseer and a pauper's grave to haunt his waking 
hours, it is little wonder that his revolts should have been rather 
blind, unreasoned movements than organised attacks on the whole 
social structure. 

No vision came to him of a free England where agriculture and 
inaustry .would exist side by side, where the tiller of the field might 
also tend the loom, and in life's work gain happiness and ·harmony 
from tlie .companionship of comrades. But if }_;abour lacked 
vision, so also did the plutocrats who haggled in the world's 

. ~arkets or sat in pompous state in the gilded chamber of the 
l~gislature. Their waggon was hitched to the sta-r of profit, and .all 
England-as indeed was ·all tlie world-but as so n:uch land 
capable of .yielding a golden harvest. Thus two opposmg camps 
have always been a.pparent throughout history. On the one hand 
the rich, the smug, the respectable, and on the . other hand the 
outcast, labouring poor. Yet Christianity sat in tbe seats of the 
mighty and made unholy compacts with the State ,. whereby the 
chains should remain on the exploited serfs. The French Revo­
lution and the Napoleonic wars came, and only had the effect of 
prolonging the agony of Capitalism, which took to .itself · ·::1' new 
lease of life. Tra.de de:veloped , workmen bartered with their em­
ployers through the medium of their Trade ~Jnions , and th~u~ht 
themselves pass.ing happy and rich when they secured a sh1lhng 
increase on their weekly wages, forgetting always the enormous 
profits they had produced for their masters to spend. . 

But all the time ca.pitalistic expansion had b~en approachmg 
a severe· check. · Co~petitive in~ustry, with its consequen~ over­
~oduction and chronic underfeedmg a:rid poverty, was nearmg the 
crisis which fell upon the world in August, 1914. , Men have 
spoken of it as a great catastrophe, as some u_nforeseen P.heno• 
menon instead ·of the inevitable result of the .blmd production of 
the ~ineteenth century, • with its hunt for markets, its secret 0om­
mercial treaties, its ,crises, and the final crash of arms between 
the rival imperialist annexationist Governments. 

The re'sult of war, and modern . war at that, has brought no 
vision of happier things to the obedient labourer, rE(ady as ever to 
shoulder a gun in defence of his master -or his master's patch of 
earth. He has possessed the instinct of the faithful d~g, and the 
British House of Commons, in a fit of rare generosity, has .decieed 
'he shall henceforth receive a wage of no les.s ~han 25s:. weekly' the 
value of which is now something less than .12s.· 6d. w.eekly, at pre­
war rates. The Whitley Reconstruction Commi.ttee sits and 
ponders thE? weighty question of the rebuildin~ of industry. after 
the war, but which only spells the prolongat10n o:f th,e hfe of 
Capita.lis~. And tJ;ie starving labourer sees the plenty of the 

· eart.h around him, and still doe~ not. heed the message, for the 
curse of work is still upon him and the exploiter's hand is, in his 
pocket. 

So the one vital fact emerges from all the welter of war that 
unless the labourers in town and country rise up to prevent it, 
indust:ry and agriculture will be r'emodelled along t he o1d Ca,pitalist 
lines though on a more scientific basis, which will allow f<;:>r greater 
speeding up of the individual worker. All the wise officials, the 

-Labour leaders, reformers , and politicians, who exist in order to 
lead the workers alorig ·the path of so-called salvation, are at pre­
sent hard at work trying to square the circle of Capitalism, so that 
it shall go on smoothly exploiting in the future as · it has done in 
the past . But the myriad hands and brains that toil cannot, must 
not, help in the inglorious task of setting up .the Capitalist humpty­
d umpty again. 

Let us unite co-operatively in an endeavour to build for our-
, selves, as Kropotkin puts it, '' not those -factories in which 
children lose all the appearance of children in the atmosphere of 
an industrial hell, btit those airy and hygienic and consequently 
economical factories in which human life is of more account than 
machinery and the making of extra profits . . . factories a.nd 
wOTkshops into which men , women, and children will not be driven 
by hunger, but will be attracted by · the desire of finding an 
activity suited to their tastes." The potentiality is within us, and 
the bounty of the earth lies very near our hand. It is ours for. the 
taking, and when we have dared to break with the old traditions, 
shibboleths, and customs that have fettered us, the joy of life may 
indeed be ours, and the hated memory of the past years be but 
as an evil dream. Our deliver.ance lies solely in our own hands, 
and only ourselves caJ.1 achieve it . Let us da~e to act novv , to join 
hands-workers in the field and the factory-in the fight for free­
dom a.nil life. For behind us is the pledged word of the great 
British legislators promising 25s. weekly-before us lies life and 
liberty. M.B.H. 

TROTSKY ON THE "SACRED UNION" 
The French Parliamentary · Socialists ha,ve received a long 

telegram from Trotsky, the Bolshevik Foreign Minister, in reply 
to one from them protesting against a se·parate :peace. In it he 
speaks of the extreme representatives of Russi~m · Imperialism 
which the bourgeois Revolution of February last brought into 

. power : 

'' These cavaliers of international brigandage were quite at • 
home with the representatives of the Stock Exchanges of Paris, 
London, and New York. They sought to harness the Revolu­
tion with its passions and its hopes to the car of Allied mili­
tarism. Tha.t is why we declared on them implacable war . 
vVe made and we make no distinction in principle between the 
Imperialists of the Central Empires and those of . the Allied 
countries . The attempt has been made to persuade. us that the 
Allied countries are in a state of legitima.te defence, and to draw 
the conclusion that the Allied Socialists are oQ.liged to march 
hand in hand with the bourgeoisie and even TsaTism. That is 

' the basis of the Sacred Union. But in the trenches on the other 
side the German and Austrian Gov

0

ernmental 8oefa.lis ts have also 
deelared that their countries are in a stafo of legitimate defence, 
and have made the Sacred Union with th·eir monarchists. Thus 
the proletaria:t of Europe has been sundered into two political 
camps. . . . The moment tlw.t the war broke out the power­
ful pressure , o,f the bourgeoisie subjected to its influence the 
Parliamentary and opportunist leaders of the Lal)Qur movement. 
The international proletariat was long crushed and impotent. 
Three years of wa.r ·have shown that no issue from the war is to 
be found in the wa.r itself. . . The Russian Socialists have 
sought an issue from the war by the way of Revolution. . 
Our a.spiration is a general and democratic peace. \¥ e have 
shown that by our wh.ole struggle, but such a peace can now b~ 
obtained only by an heroic attack of the proletariat of every 
country on its na.tiona.l bourgeoisie. The Sacred Union exclu~es 
the possibility of such conflict, and hands over the proletanat, 
bound hand and foot , to be a passive wea.pon a.t the disposal of 
the bourgeoisie.'' 

This brilliant exposition of policy exactly coineides with that pur­
su<·d by Anarchists since the outbreak of hostilitlies. 

Equality creates an atmosphei;-e. which kills imitation and is 
pregnant with O.riginality; for everyone acts out himself' having 
nothing to1 gain by imitating anyone eise.-Edwar.d Bellamy. 

. I -------
You cannot have the security of conventionality along with 

the self-respect of sincerity .-G. B. Shaw. 
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CORRESPONDENCE·. 

COMMUNISM. 
('To · ~he Eddor of FREEDOM.) 

:Pear Comrade,-I read with great pleasure: Henry Ad<lis's 
article in January :B'nEEDOM, and I agree with him when he says 
that Communism is a subject about which there is much con­
fusion and rnisunderstanding . On this account I think it neces­
::;ary to discuss it more fully in ordei· t o make it better known. In 
this wi:.i.y these discussions will ue au opportunity for comrades who 
share the sariie ideas to become acquainted and perhaps allow 
them la.ter on to work together. 'Ibis is n1y principal rE::ason fo1· 
writing this letter. As" B.A. " says, there are two kinds of Com­
umuism propagated to-day, hence the confusion of thought and the 
necessity to sta,t e that when we spea1r about Communism we mean 
Anarchist Communi'sm, based on free association of producers and 
consumers ; and that our first a.im is the destruction of exploitation 
(not its ameliora.tion). rl1he description given by '' H.A." of' 
Ana-rchist Communist . life was very good, but I take it for granted 
that many people, after reading this description , will regard it as 
u. dream, a, wonderful dream, a.s compared with ·O:ur present life. 
Yes, it seems like a dream, and yet I am sure to .those who long 
for more freedom t he question often arises, " v\Th;y' could not thi:::; 
dream become a rea1ity '?" Instead of spending our energies in 
theorising only, sh ould we not try to ma.terialise our ideals ? 

1 believe there would be no confusion if we' were truly con­
vinced that freedom cannot be att ained without a struggle, and 
tha;t our gTeatest obstacle is a lack of self-con:fidenC'e'. This is w.hy 
we rerrrnin dreaming all the time in our separate corners . With 
a bea,utiful idea.I in our minds we are living a life. full of self-con­
tradiction , and we stiffer the consequences · because we feel how 
inconsistent we are. vVe Anarnhists claim tha.t exploitation is the 
evil of our present system, and yet w,e do not strive to free our­
selves frwn it. It is not because we fail in imagination, but that 
we never dare to ta.l~e the first st ep. 

Since our controversy on this question I can see that some 
are afraid of being ·conquered by the money-making system, and 
this is so true that I h ave often heard people say : '' Any attempt 
at Communism is doomed to failure beca.use it will be obliged 
to cornpete with the Capitalist syst em.'' Doe~ tl:at mean :h~t 
we shall be obliged to accumulate money a.s capitalist~ d.o ? rh1s 
idea comes from those who never ha.cl very strong convictions, and 
I a.m certain t hat those who understand Communism as ' '' H.A. '' 
does are aware of t his argument. Here is a morn general mis.take 
about Communism : Our idea.ls being high, we cannot tolerate the 
aradual evolution of OUT sch eme; and, instead, of applying a.11 our: 
~ctivities and perseverance to accelera.tt~ its realisation, we simply 
say it is too difficult and go no further. 'fhis is the cause. of our 
weakness . · Therefore, let us have the courage to recognis.e our 
mistakes, Jet us determine to modify them, be:ause ~e must not 
forget that those who are oppo~ed to u s ar~ domg th.eir u~most to 
strengthen their system . Our plan of fut~re s~1crnty _do~::> not 
froub le them so long as \111e only speak about it. Il~e~· e lS .mdeed 
a l ong step between prmmse an~ fulfilment-. Dr~ficulties ~re 
inevitable ·but 'if we have in our mmds the temper without which 
the hint ;f a 'free life is a (folur.5ion, we ought to be able to ent er­
tain the conception of its possible reahsation.-Yours for fr eedom , 

. . . MAUH.ICJ!.:. 

SYNDICALISM AND THE ANARCHIST 
WORKING~MAN . . 

(To the Editor of FREEDOM.) 

DEAR CoMRADE,'-Belief in Anarchist-Communism is · com­
mon to all classes . From a·mong scie_ntists, men o.f letters, 
professors, civil servants do·wn (or up) through aU the r~nks o~ 
skilled ~ and unskilled Jabour corr:e these con.ver~s to the. idea _ oi 
a non-authoritarian form of society. Syndicali sm, on ~~e co:n­
trary, is essentic:tl'ly a workiiig·-class movem ent recr~u~mg it~ 
converts exclu sively from the ranks of the vvor~<er s, and 1t is, those 
Anarchists '"rho come within the scope •of•' this latter movement 
to whom this ::Lppeal is directed. . . . 

There are many of these purely workmg·-cla-ss Anarchists up 
ai~d down the country who are engaged · in 

1
strenuous effprts• to 

further the cause ·of Revolutionary Syndi·calism, but ,there are 
others who stand aloof from this necessary ·work, and, where 
they are member s of their respective Trade Unions, are so ~rnder 
protest. By virtue of jorce mwjeu11e. · . , . · 
· ·Is this attitude a wise one? It is granted readily that ·the 

individual has a perfect right (theoreticalfy ) to order his OWfi life 
in such manner as best suits him self, but as we ha, ·e not yet 
reached' that stage of social development wherein .it is possible for 

'·1 

-all to so order their lives, and as, on the contrary, we are as yet 
engag,ed in the battle . to secure that state o.f affairs, is ·it -;1ot 
wiser that the ind,ividual discard for the time being his ultra-logical 
attitude of non-participation in all au.thoritarian movement s in 
order to take part in this struggle w_hich will, at least, mean on 
step towards a brighter era? . 
· It will be urged that no true Anarchist would so far belie his ' 

ideals as to voJuntarily submit himself to majority rule as 
exemplified in Trade Union organisation. If such a contentiob 
be sound then no Anarchist can logically take part in capitalist 
production.; which he does every day he goes to the factory, shop 
or mine. Work is compulsory if one is to live. Membership of 
a Trade Union, in many cases (Miners' Federation, per example) 
is compulsory if one is to w.ork. But one, is always a passive 
re.sister to the force of economic conditions, and it, therefore, goes 
without saying tha t your earnest Anarchist should take up the 
same attitude to;ward corppulsory membership of a Trade Union. 
In a minority, powerless to live his own life, he remains a passive 
resister from A to Z. 

If there ~ere nothing more in the T'rade Union movement of 
this country than what appears on the surface; if the organised 
Labour movement was nothing but the futile reformist body the 
behaviour of its self-styled leaders has led mat;iy ,to believe, then 
such an attitude would, without doubt, be correct. The matter is, 
however, not to be so lightly di smissed. There has been for 
some time past a live agitation amongst the rank and file of most 
of the Unions in favour of a principle which can be best defined 
as decenti:;alisation . This agitation, which has made immense 
strides during. the war, is in most cases the work' of Syndicalists 
working within their respective Unions, and it can safely be 
asserted that at the present moment a very healthy, virile feeling of 
revolt against the old standards is permeating the rank and file 
of the Eng1ish Trade Unjon mo-<1ement. 

Syndicalism-'-revolutionary or not-is not Anarchism, but 
si.1rely the Anarchist worker, ·who is perforce a member of the 
Union appertaining to his particular industry or craft, can see 
hi s \vay with a clear conscience to aiding in this struggle against 
central a,uthority, and -in helping to convert the present emasculated 
Trades Unionism 1into live fighting Syndicalism. And the 
Anarchist worker who is still outside the ranks of the Trade 
Unions, surely he, too, now c~n forego his vigorously logical 
attitude and line up amongst those who are strenuously engaged 
in attempting to persuade organised and unorganised Labour to 
take what is, at the very least, _a step .in the right qirection . . 

At this juncture it is more than ever 1i,e9essary that" Anarchist 
C\ornrades helped to swell ithe growing- volume of Syndicalist 
agitation. And this in order to keep Syndi~alism itself (that 
is the English Yariant) in the straight and narrow way. · It has 
become the fashion of late for exponents of Revolutionary 
Industrial Unionism (Syndicalism) in this country to describe 
themselves as · non-political. Non-political , instead of .anti­
political, is but one more expression of the British spirit of com­
promise, and, like all shuffling, is doomed to bring in its train 
reaction and di saster, The man who has not the courage of his 
convictions invariably comes to grief. The movement which 
falls away from its original ideals has within it the germs of 
ultimate failure. , 

An aggressive m~ovement, such as Syndicalism, which, while 
aiming at aggression, seeks to label itself non-this or non-that, 
puts itself in the parlous position of being " neither fish, flesh, 
nor good red herring." 'ro display timidity at the outset of a 
fig ht is a tactical error. This shirking of the downright anti -
political attitude, and all that such an attitude infers, is nothing 
but .timidity, and, therefore, an earnest o( corning defeat . ft is 
illogical. While boldly ·proclaiming itself anti-State it is merely 
non-political. An arrant contradiction if ever there was one. 

In whatever terms one may stigmatise such behaviour, the 
fact rem ains that an increasing.!-- number of Syndicalists in' this 
country are describing themselves as non-political, and it 
is necessary for Anarchist workers to link tip with ·this movement, 
wherever possible, in order to combat this growing evil~ They 
should fight · inside the Union to bring it into line with the . 
Syndicalist tef\denoies of the day, and they should, at the same· 
time, fight inside the rank and file movement in order to keep it 
out of the shoaly waters of compromise. In ~hort, fight to line 
·up English Syndicalisn1 with the Revolutionary Syndicalism of the 
Continent. , 

Such a moverpent as Revolutionary Syndicalism (which is the 
only purely Labour movement to hold out a definite promise of 
emancipation to the wo·rkers) is worth an effort to preserve, even 
though that effO:rt on the part of the Anarchist may involve.,. nay, 
does in volve a; temporary denial of his most cherished ideals and 
p'rinciples.-Yours frater~ally' WILLIAM MAINWARING. 

r 
The receipt of a free copy of . this paper is an invitation to 

subscribe-I's. 6d. l?er annum. , 
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''RECONSTRUCTION." 

On all sides 01-le h ears that blessed worcl " 1-tecom;trnction, ·' 
us ually followed l?y '' after the war,'' and many people are busily 
engag-ec1 in drafting schemes. by which they hope to put society 
on a firm basis " \vhen the boys come home." But if we 
examine thes-e schemes carefully we find that what their authors 
l1re aiming ut ·is to bui]d stronger and better defeuces for 
Cupitalism. Co11sidei· the situation. A devastating and mmdel'­
ous war has set many \Yoikers thinking, and th~ example of the 
Hussian ReYolutionists may be copied by other nations-even by 
the British. At some mass meetings of workers dining recent 
months the word '' Hevolution '' has; been heard much more fre­
quently than "Heconst.ruction," and J,1ow the food ques.tion is 
getting acute a dangerous position f~r the wealthy classes has 
arisen. W~at ~s to be done? A member of the Reconstruction 
Committee says: " The greatest problem the country has to face 
is hmv to mak~ the industrial classes contented.'' So with that 
id:ea in their heads. -they are pt1shing what. is known as the 
-Whitley scheme for the formation o.f Industrial CO'uncils, on \vbicl1 
Labour and Capital will be eq ua.lly represented, and by means of 
which the workers will co-operat·e with their m asters in the fi erce 
ecori0mic ·war which \vill be fought when the present war is ernJ.od. 
No longer will Labour be looked down upon, but, seated u,t tli e 
Council tables with C.:ipit-al it will be in a position to mhke its 
voice heard, and demand greater advantages than previous t·o the 
war . So the workers are told. 

In· r-eality, however, this- scheme_ is a continuation of the 
methods. adopt ed by the Government as soon as the ·war broke 
out-. Having declared tllat it was a 1iational war of defence, tbey 
said all classes m ust unite in carrying it to a successful issue, and 
on all-or nearly all-war bodies Labour men wer·e found sitting 
side by side with the \vealthy and ruling class. Dukes and 
millionaires, duchesses and titled ladies, all beamed on Laboul' 
leaders. and their wives, ·who tried to forget that they had ever 
spoken. of: the "class war." Thjs n1i1 1gling of the classes was 
very satisfactory for our rulers, who found it an easy -and cheap 
way 0£ keeping the Labour inen on t-heir side in support of the war. 
~Phe latter voted for all the war loans, and if they opposed tht~ 
Military Servi~e A~ts. and other measures jt was only on points. 
of detail, such as whet.her boys should be put ih the Army at 18 
or rn; or whether men w·ere fit fort-li e t-renclws at 41. No Labour 
leade·rs, '~Im tever their age, were cu Heel up for tlrn Arm;y, though 
they had no hesi_tation in sending othern :into the trenches. No 
one saw these important officia!s going " over the fop " in Franc'?.. 

Another feature of the , Whitley scheme is that tbe Trade 
Unions, a1~e to act as. disciplinary organisations. in enforcing th0 
rules and regulations of the I1~dustr·ial Councils. H really aims 
at building up an Industrial Army to fight the economic war, 
greater production to vay off ~he wa.r debts , and speeding up to 
be maintained at war level. The Munition ':l1ribunals fined men 
a~1d \Vom_en for losing time or playing w4en they should have been 
\vorking. This is to be carried on aft.er the war by the Indu strial 
Councils, Trade Union officials helping in the work. 

And this. precious scheme is called " Reconstruction." It 
is simply · · reconstrncti11g '' new and stronger chains for the olJ 
ones. A:fter t he ye11,rs of clanger and m1sery in the trenches, fight­
ing the · ' war for lib-erty , '' the men will come back t-o find, not 
more liberty, but: more slavery. 'l1here is. no gratitude in a ruling 
clas-s. 'fhey co~sicler it the virorkers' duty to work for them and 
fight fo1· them. '11h ey have no belief in the union of classes, a::J 
if there were only one class there would be no rulers, no wealtl1j­
men, no privilege d. The " sacred union " of all classes may be 
all right- in fighting \Yurs, but vvhen it comes to indus.try the prnfits 
of the master cla ::;s must be preserved at all hazards . During the 
Boei· vVar the workern ,~,.·ere _ told of the wonderful prosperity th at 
would come to South Africa when the unprogressive Boer Govern­
ments 'vere defeated, but as soon as the war was over Chinam en 
were int.roduc-ed because they were much cheaper than Britishern, 
and ·' Tommy Atkins '' fom1d it more difficult than ever to get a 
job . Let profits be made though Mm heavens fall. 

An honest reconstn:.iction of our social system must be 
approached without regard to .profits . Human happiness wilJ 
never he possibie while Capitalism exists . All the evils of preseut­
clay society can be traced , clirecHy or indirectly , to government 
and the exploitation of man by man. Therefore if we v-voulll 
abolish these evils we must, abolish their cause-Government ancl 
Capitalism. vVhen these are abolished only voluntary co -operation 
remains . Industrial Councils, as proposed by the Whitley Com­
mission, will only mean that those Labour men who sit with t-; Li 
'employers will help to regulate the exploibtfon of the workcrn . 
Capitalists will se~ect a privileged few from Trade U nion ranks to 

help in the working of Capitalism. This has only to be put plainly 
before the workers for- them to repudiate it and all those who are 
in favom of it . Th e corning strnggle , therefore, wm be fought 
out between those who suppo~·t Capitalism and Government and 
those who would sweep them away, and all the evils they have 
brought in their train-wars and other abominations. Thern JS 

no half-way house to Freedom. - There can be no " good " 
Government or '' good ' ' Capitalism. They are rot.ten root and 
branch, and must be cleared away before a better society can 
take root. 

L et the workers be warn of all schemes of '' reconstrnctiou '' 
put, forward by their mas.ters, who have only one object~to pl'O· 
t ect tJ1eir profits . 'l1b ese schemes will look very nice on pap er, 
t-liey will promise many fin e things to the workers, but they will 
bu de8igned to thrnw 'dust in their eyes and to prevent- those 
revolufoonary changes which must take place if m en and women 
are to be fre-e. T'he war has shown to everyone the horror whi ch 
CctpitaJism brings on the world in it·s fight. for profit. 111 t.11ose 
who support it. nrnst -be looked on as en emies of the people . 

E_dison on Education. 

" It [peace J cannot come ~111til the t~1n~ arrives w?~n. the 
people, as a .whole, are not exploited by capitalists and poht1c1ans. 
Religion ha9; played a great part in the exploitation of the past; 
now we must be careful in the education of the present ant! the 
future to see to it th at business does not falsely educate for its 
own interests, just as religion used to educate falsely for its own 
Interests. Good education is the hope of the world, and ' the 
ambition of the best people in every country is to try to see to it 
that the m:isses in that country shall have an opportunity for tne 
best of education. But education has been used as a. lever 
of oppression and a cloak for deceit oftener than most of us 
realise. 

" Here in the United States our whole commercial system 
is the result of bad economic education- not .ignor<.1 nce; mind you, 
but false education. - Much of governm-ent elsewhere has meant 
exploitation, and the heads of Government in such cases have been 
trained as exploiters. \i\lhen, to such governmental heads, it has 
seen1ecl likely to be profitable to start a war, they have told the 
people to begin to fight, and the poor simpletons have done it."­
Observer, December ro, 1915. 

Of Equality- as if it harmed me, gwrng others the same 
chances and rights as myself-as if it were not indispensable to 
my own rig·hts that others possess the same.- Hl alf TiV li i lm rm. -

\ i\Thy should one -be so poor-spirited as to think notbing of 
oneself ?-Dostoievshy,_ 
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THE REAL REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA. 

As we have so often insisted, the land question is the dom­
inating question in Russia. After reading the telegrams from 
Petrograd and Moscow one would imagine that chaos was the so~e 
result of the Revolution, and that soon the people ~ould wel­
come back their old rul~rs to put things straight ·and drive Lenin 
and Trotsky away, even if they did not hang them. . But as a 
mat>ter of fact, outside of the few great cities the peasantry are 
working out their revolution in a way that will do more harm to 
Capitalism than a hundred successful military victories. Russia 
is an agricultural country, and the peasants· outnumber the fac­
tory workers by about fifby to one. Therefore, ~he possession or 
free use of the land is1 the most vital questio~n. This was shown 
as soon as the Revolution took place, when hundreds of thou­
sands of peasant soldiers, deserted and went back to their native 
v-illages to seize the land. All the decrees. and threats of the 
Provisional Government we~e useless. The peas.antry had looked 
forward to this day and were determined not to miss the oppor­
tunity tio free themselves of their landlord oppressors. Ho_w 
well they have succeeded is shm;vn by Mr. M. Philips Price in a 
splendid series of articles which appeared in the M an.chester 
Guardian in December . He deals specially with the situation 
in the province of Samara, which he says may be taken as typical' 
of South-eastern Russia and ·the Lower Volga, where the produc­
tion and export of corn to the· northern ·and western manufacturing 
a.reas is the main industry. 

Mr. Price describes how the Provisional Government (formed 
at the outbreak of the Hevolution) tried to prevent the land ques­
tion being settled as th~ pea~ants. desired. The Cadets, the middle­
class political party , are known to l;>e in close association with 
Russian and foreign financiaJ interests which look upon the land 
of Russia as a profitable undeveloped area of the earth"s surface. 
Since the Revolution some of the landlords tried to sell their lands 
to foreign banks, so as. to get international assistance against ex­
propriation; but Chernof, the Minister of Agriculture, in spite o:f 
the opposition of the Cadets, passed . a law prohibiting the sales 
o.f land. What happened in Petrograd, however, made little 
difference, for the peasants took the law into their own hands. 
" The expropriation of the landlords and the division of the land 
on a communal basis has been accomp~ished, and only awaits 
legal sanction. If this is not given, then, all the same, the land 
will remain divided as it is. The peasants, tired by delay, have 
pres.ented the Government· with an accomplished fact, and they 

· know that the armed forces of the country, which are their own 
sons., will be on their side.'' It makes little difference now who 
triumphs, in Petrograd as far as this part of Russia is concerned. 
All the local . bodies eleded under the old Tsarist regime have 
ceased ~o exist, the new organisations. being termed the Council 
of Peasant 'Deputies. Mr. Pri~e gives the ,following interesting 
description of t'he Council and of the political opinions of its 
members:-

.The C.P.D. has gathered around it the rural democracy. In 
it is includ·ed 99 per cent. of the politically ponscious peasantry, 
all the soldiers of the garrisons of the neighbouring towns (them­
selves the sons of peasants), and a few int.ellectuals. In the 
absence of urban factory workers it is clear that Marxist, ideas 
are not · widespr.ead in. the C. P. D. The chief interest · of the 
members is in the expropriation of the landlords and dividing 
the land. Therefore the Socialist Revolutionary party is. pre~ 
dominent· 'in the C.P.D. The policy' of the latter differs from 
t.hat of the Marxist Social DJmocrats, in . the question of land 
division. · The ¥arxists stand for State nationalisation, the 

. capitalisation of the agricultural' industry, and the proletarisa­
tion of the peasantry. The Socialist Revolutionary party, on 
the other hand, see the rich possibilities for . s.ocial experiment 
ju the Russian peasant, just freed ·from medireval serfdom and 
untainted with Western industrialism. They hope to utilise his. 
native instinct for .creating coinmunal institutions, tq m'od­
ernise the latter, and so to lea:d up to a system in which the 
land is socialised by the 16~~1 CQmmunes. ,The peasant, they 
s.ay, . :r:p.ust not· be the wage-slave eveu of the .. State, as1 the 
Social Democrats want; no:)'." a proprietor', as the Cadets want, 

. but a memb~r of . a so.eial unit with · a right to' work an aTea of 

land and to reap the products of his , labour upon it. To the 
social unit should belong the land, but to the peasant the pro­
ducts of the land. In order to meet the modern necessity for 
working industries on ·a large scale the Socialist Revolutionaries 
would make use of the agricultural co-operative movement. 

But if the Socialis.t Revolutionaries who inspire the C.P.D. 
in the villages and the Social Democrats who inspire the 
C.W.S.D. in the towns differ on land distributioll'and the future ' 
of the ~gricultural industry, they are nevertheless united in 
their determination once and for all to abolish landlordism and 
the rights, of private property. " The land comes from God, 
and can belong to no one," is an old Russian saying, and it 
correctly expresses the spirit of the peasant. The revolutionary 
democracy therefore in town and country presents a solid front 
to the Cadets, who talk about• the sacredness of property and try 
to represent the Russian peas,ant as developing into a t;ype like 
the British farmer or rthe French small proprietor. With thi;3 
great mass. of revolutionary opinion solid agains.t private owner­
ship it is certain. that whatever else may happen the Russian 
landlord will become a thing of t4e past. 

This result of the Russian Rev:olution gives it its enormous 
importance q:p.d explains why the foreign Press is so bitter in its 
attacks on everything. Russian just now. They fear the sprea<l 
of these ideas, and this fear may do more than anything else t:J , 

bring the war to an end, as unless combated at once it· means 
the doom of capitalism. Unless the workers of other countries 
fight their oppressors in the same way, a League of Governments 
(allies and their enemies) will be forrried to stop the revolutionary 
wave. The way to help our Russian comrades is. to follow their ' 
example in every country. Why not make a start in Great. 
Britain? 

Anarchism in a 'Nutshell. 

The State is a mutual assurance company ·compnsmg the 
ruling classes-landowners, capitalists, high officials, ·and clergy; 
government is the directora.te or executive committee of this asso­
ciation, whose object ·is to secure to its members their .domination 
over the mass of the veople, and t.he exploita.tiem of its necessities 
for their aggrandisement. Even supposing that the State could 
be reorganised according to the theories of Social Democracy 
(Parliamentary Socialism), the most that could result would be 
the substitution of majority rule for minority rule ; the one is just 
as much tyra.nny as the other. For my part, with Byron, 

" I'd have mankind be free 
As much from mobs . as kings, from you as me.'' 

The ideal of Anarchis·t Coinmunism (Free Social~sm) embraces 
complete individual liberty, the regulation by each of his own 
life, free association with his fellows .in accordance with his own 
tastes a.nd aptitudes, and recognition of the right of all to the 
world's wealth, to be used by each according to his needs and 
capa·cities. The Anarchist does not believe in Government nor 
Legality, therefore he cannot consistently advocate the capture of 
g.overnmental power by the vote; neither is he so foolish as to 
hope to do so through the ·means of '' constitutional '' methods 
a.dopted and ada.pted by his enemies in order to perpetuate their 
baneful influence under hypocritical forms. Numbers, on which 
alone a.n election depends, constitute only one, a;nd tha.t 'by no · 
means the most irnportant 1 factor of success in any other kind of' 
contest·; ten brav:e men can overcome twenty cowards, a man· ot 
conviction is worth a dozen waverers, and a few intelligent nien 
can outwit the stupidity of a crowd. Anarchists need not wait to, 
co.nver:fi a voting majority, but will assert their clajms as soon as: 
they feel strong enough; temporary or partial failures will not affect. 
their determination , a.nd the numerical· force necessary will be in1 
inverse pr.oportion to its energy and enthusiasm. 

H. GLASSE. 

The Poet's Pr~phecy. 

A brighter morn awai,ts the human day 
· When every transfer of earth's natural gifts 
. Shall be a commerce of good words and works ; 
When poverty and. wealth, the thirst of fame, 

. The fear of infamy, disease, and woe, 
.r -War with its million horrors, and fierce hell, 

Shall live but · in the memory of Time, . 
· . 1 :VVho, like a penitent libertine, shall start. 

Look , back, and shudder at his younger years . 
..;..-Shelley .. 



NEWS AND COMMENTS. 

An old comrade, Mat. Kavanagh, who has done good propa­
ganda work for 'the movement in Liverpool and elsewhere, has 
been arr:ested as an absentee and handed over to the military. 
The police described him in court as a Sinn Feiner, and said that 
he had '' expressed . himself as decidedly pro-German.'' Mat. says 
he is over age, but the magistrate in handing: him over ·said the 
onus of proof was upon him. · 

A humorous incident in the courts is thus described by the 
Star: " Gentle Anarchist.-A Russian who appealed to the Tri­
bunal on conscientious grounds said that he belonged to an An- . 
a:rchist organisati:on in Russia, but had left that country' to avoid 
military service. A member: But you know that part of the 
Ai:iarchist creed is fo use force and throw bombs. Appeal dis-
missed.'' Evidently we shall have to revise our literature. 

The association of. ,violence with Anarchists is an idea that 
suffers severely from Anno Domini; but now and again .it crops 
up. The latest example comes from Barcelona (where all 
the Anarchists are born) and refers to a bomb exploding in one of 
the public highways. The police immediately arrested two iron­
workers," but," adds the press report somewhat inconsequentially, 
'' they are not known to the police as Anarchists.'' 

The baneful influence of Anarchism is held to account for a 
good many things. Charged at Bow Street with having contra­
vened D.O.R.A., Anna Melk, of Dutch nationality, denied having 
attended meetings of Anarchists. She nev·ertheless got three 
months and a recommendatioh of expulsion. 

A brief telegram announces that the appeal of our American 
comrades, Emma Goldman and Alexander Berkman, has failed. 
They were sentenced, a_s we stated at the time, to two years' 
imprisonment and fined w,ooo dollars (£2,000) each for anti-con­
scription agitation. This brutal sentence was expected ·to be 
reduced on a,ppeal, but our two comrades are to feel the full effects 
of the law .• The American Ambassador at Petrograd reports that 
a group of Russian Anarchists have warned him that he will be 
held personally responsible for the safety o.f these two comrades. 

In the United States the Postmaster-General has the power 
to refus~ to carry newspapers at the cheap rate (rd. per pound), 
or even to refuse to carry them at all, if he thinks them not respect­
able:· Since the U.S.A. came into the war almost every paper 
opposed to the war has been stifled in this way. The Masses, 
however, brought their case befor.e _a Judge, who decided that the 
Pos .naster-General (Burleson) had not sqown sufficient evidence 
that The Masses was treasonable. But Burleson still refused the 
paper the use of the mails on the ground that its publication had · 
not been continuous (one number having been refused by him). 
Now the staff olf the paper are being ptosecuted for publishing 
treasonable and seditious matter. '' Dora '' might learn new 
tricks from Burleson'. 

going on .i.n the happy land whieh is -,determined to '' make the 
world safe for democracy." 

In the Broken Hill district, where 'strikes and persecutions and 
a good simulation .of the brutally_ naked capitalist war as waged 
in the United States, have been takirig place during the Hughes 
administration, a " bomb outrage" ·has been discovered. It 
appears that a bomb placed in the doorway, of the Barrier Miner 
newspaper office exploded at midnight (fatal hour!) Consider­
able damage was clone. Apparentl_)'. no Anarchists were handy to 
put the blame on, .so, as Reuter puts it, "The Independent 
vVorkers of the World are suspected.» 
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