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INCREASE IN PRICE. 

Owing to the c.&ntinqed increase in wages and in cost oi 
paper, .our printers have increased their charges for the · s~ond 
time· in ·. six months . .. In · these circumstances we are. compelled to 
r·aise the price· of ''. Freedom~'' Commencing wiflt the. May issue, 
the ' new . prices will be 2d. per copy monthly; annual subscription, 
~s .. . 6d:- ,; wholesale. price, ·is. 6d. per dozen (13),· post free. This 
month .. ' '. Freedom'' is only four pages, but with the May issue it 
will be.come six . pages monthly as before . We have also decided 
to r:aise the prices of most of our. pamphlets, details of which will 
appea.r . in the new List o-f Books and Pamphlets which _we hope to 
publish shortly. . . , ' 

NOTES~ 

Japan Wants Russian Territory. 
, The past' tnonth has l)een chiefly remarkable for the organised 

· fJ!:ess prop·aganda in fav.our of the invasion of Siberia by Japan. 
Tl\e whole campaign has been very carefulJy engineered by 

·Fmnce , follov\ied by Grea.t Britain and Ita.ly. · Only America has. 
·::;tooc.l aside, possibly · £ear 'of the · rapid growth 0£ the J apan€se 
Errlpire · l'estraining her from partfoipatfon in the scheme. \Ve 
kno\v o.f no more sinister -jnstance 0£ the methods 0£ capita..li:st 
Governments. Like carrion crovvs, they are l'eady and waiting t0 

·alight on Russia's prostrate bodv. At first. very little attempt ·even at 
eicuse Was made, though Vife '"heard of the· enormoµs Wal' sfoi·es. 
which w·ere ·concentrated· a.t Vladivostok, and which the .f\.llies were 
determined to take . by force, although no requesf for their return 
appears to have beeD made . L ater we learnt that there were 
04,000 German prisoners in Siberia. east of Lake Baikal, and 60,000 
w·est of that district; that they were being armed by the 
Bolsheviks presun1ably in order to fight with Ru8Eiia anci Germany 

· aguinst the Allies . Still later came rerports 0£ alleged massacre ~ 
of Japanese in Siberia. But unfortunately for the Government 
in this counh~y a. · Jarge mass of R.adica.1 and Liberal opinion ·~vas 
<l.isturbed at the suggested c1·.irninal invasion . It v;ras seen tha.t 
·the .Allies . were hoping to achieve in th e East that which the 
Gerrn9-ils had· iff the W eBt. It was -vvel.l known that not the 

· r:n6uldering.war stores at 'Vlad:iv.ostok was th.e ultimate objective~ 
. but the huge depos.its .. of' mineral or:e situat_ed jn the yra.ls, and 
uncomfortable questions were asked in the House vvfoch ultir.ri:ait{3ly 

· f~r:~<i'. the Government into ad opt,ing a more circumspect attitud e . 

~~]four's . Hypo~ri~y . . 
~rlms, ·ori · March 14, the House 0£ Commons witnessed t.he 

edi:fying · 'spectacle presented by Mr. Balfout in posi11g as tbe 
. c_ham,piori of revolut~onary Russia.. He dep,recated any intent to 

plunde.r or dismember, but held out.hands of friendship t0: defend. 
But as the M anches.ter Gua.rdian pitilessly pointed out in it-s issue · 
-of March 15: ' . . 

. .'_' ·You cannot. invaci'e a country because you 19ve lt. . You 
c~Hmot refuse ,fo speak with a Government and treat its J'.'ep.r-e · 
senta8tives as pariahs, . as our wise Foreign Office has been doing, 
aiid a.t the same time render it effectual aid by anns or in. 
any other way . . ... ·. ' How are 'Ye, gr Japan for us, to make 
war on the only existing Gmiernment in Russia, and .at. the same 
time not make \Var upon ~ussia? How are we to · go to her 
with peace on our lips and a machine-gun in our hands, anc] 

· 'n.6t by the very act write ourselves do.vm sheer hypocrites whose 
.. false.~ pretence would cry to . Hea.ven an~ reso,und .through the 

,. ea-rth;. ·, and put in the shade even· t11,e. hypoerisies 6t G~r.rria'ny? 
.':Mt".' BalfOlfr does hot tell us: Perhaps '.he · bnnot. ·" 
.... _In,stead we h:;i,ve the Allied Ministe1~s' statement issued· by 
the Foreign Office on March IS, in 'Nhich the 'Russian sjh~ation is 
l'eviewed, and German aggression oriticised. '' Our own ends 
are very different,'.' it decl~res, ", we a~·e fighting, a.nd ;m,ean to 
continue fighting in order to nnish or:ic'e lor all with this poliey 
of plunder, and to establish in its · place· the 'peaceful reigfr of 

. organised · just~ce . '' Brave · words -· ~or . the--ca.pitalist .. represent.a-

tives to utter, bl..1t only further proof of the hy.pocrisy corrpno,n' to 
all imperialist Governments. · · 

All Goyernme.nts Predatory. 

Bappily for O~U' revolution~ry propag~nda ali the facts con­
nect~d witl~ the proposed invasion of .Siberia only go to.prove that 
the Bolsheviks were right . when they c.ontended that all the 
eapit.a.lis,t Governments now at war are equally pr.~datory. . They 
refused to differentiate between the mailed fif?t· 0£ Germany and 
the polite humbug of Britain._ All . the charges they brought 
against the Western. Empires have been proved correct. Hqt let 
history r emember that it was · Republican F~·ance that in. 1996 
loaned the 'fsar the money wherewith to crush the -revolution of 
that pe1~iod-that the French :financiers are . now crying . oub f~r 
their pound of :flesh. . And 119w that Germany has forc~d tl~e 
Hussian peopl~ to repay the Ge~man loans, the A.Hies.' finan~ier: 
<-lre anxious to grab as much territory in the Far- East as possible. 
\Va.dike Japan has, of course, to b-e used for th~s purpose, ancl 
this ::mtoeratic Empire does not require to be C©~xed. Expans.i~1 . 
.i s her clo1ninate creed, and she has long cast co~etous eyes tow~ra.'s. 
Vladivostok. Thus if. the scheme of plunder matures, and Japan. 
enters into possessi~n, \Ye may y.et have the delectable spectacle­
of the thieves quarelling among themselves over the ·division of 
the spoil. Once .Ja pan sets foot in Siberia she will remain l'Ooted 
there, and Fnrnce and the Allies. can cry their woes to the moon. 
But despite the whole ghastly business one my of hope remains-­
the aclvoc:a:ey of this particular form of friendship to· Russia has 
cione far more to convince all thinking people of the impossibility 
of differentiating between the German i:ulers and the p1:esen~ 
Allied Governi11ents. Criticism is rife, and. one day the germ 0£ 
revoit, ho.ving, matured, 'Nill cause the people to settle accounts 
with the intem ational gang of criminals that. rules the vvorld. 

'' Democratic Control.'' 
There are s.till those among us innocent enough to beliE~ve tha.t 

tb.e .democrntic 'c.ontrol of foreign policy can be achieved. The 
receut debate in t,he House brought forth vario-us solutions for the 
solving of th e. .problem. The point which seemed to escape all 
the speakers is, that as. we conti11ue to allow capitalist exploiti;i,tion 
to exist, the foreign policy of. any Govern_ment will be mori;; or 
Jess secret. . The spheres o:f influence which foreign commercial 
~nterprise finds necessary will always have t-o be protecteci' by 
treaties of a more or less secret charaq.ter. · The foreign policy of 
a.n,y Government. then becomes a great .game in which be who 
can cheat mo-st successfully is always the greates~ winner. The 
honourable m embers who honestly endeavour to tinker . with our 

. precious institutions., must really learn . to save themselves the 
trouble. Whether a committee to deal with foreign policy is: 
chos·en or not, foreign policy must. always: remain ~he evil thing 
this war has proved it to be, until . the. system that bred it. is 
swept aVv'3.J anc} replaced by an honest Society founded On mutu?iJ 
well-being. 

Hunger Strikes Infectious . 

The hunger strikers, in Ireland are still going strong, despite 
the subterfuge resorted . to by the Dublin Castle adrninist.ratio:n . 
Since tJ:rn death of Thomas A~he forcible feeci'ing ll.as 'been stopped, 
,and some of the strikers are in a . perilou~ condition. ·,Replying 0 
:a letter sent by the I.Jord Mayor of Dublin on the subject, M1·. 
Duke pointeQ, out· that. the special privil~ges. which the Executi\:e 
agreed to give to political prisoner:s .after the death of Th0mas 
Ashe .. were only gr:mted to prisoners · who conformed ·to prison . 
r,egulations, -and t.hat the. hunger .strike itself i's a defianc_e of 
tho,se regulations. The fact is that. ~he strike has. a.ssum_ed 
.alarming proportions, and has proved so successful that ~e .firn:l's 
it expedient. to indirectly repudiate the Executive's pledge. As 
sh_owing $Omethii1g of the tenacity of the Irish character~ it should 

· be noted that both political and criminal prisoners are resorting to 
it. One learns that the hunger strikers include a defaulter under 
the Nation::.i,L Insuranc.e Act, a .bu.rglar1 anq. a t]J.ie£: . These facts, 
together with the unrest in County Clare and the South generally, 
gQ to prove how very much alive and' virile the Trish are to-day . 

, . 
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REVOLUTION OR WAR! -

The \Var has rea ch ed its · g;reatest ferouit,y in the battle ·· Il-0'\.\- in 
p1•ogress on -the Western -Front: Since Ma:i:·ch 21./ :.v~~B. · the 
Ger:i;nans attacked on a fifty-mile front, probably two ;n1tlh0n men 
"have been engaged jn_ this bloody struggle, ··which .. fa1i:· surpasses 
jn-intensity ·anything that has happBned previously: ·For months 
-every .·eff.or has been made ori both sides· to pile up ·weapons -of 
destruct.km . in, r·eadiness for this -battle , and Scien:c·e, the hand­
maiden- o.t vVar, has worked· feverishly in the daimnable .·;·work . 
When the. clash came, therefore, ·the slaltghter ·'Vvas. terrible.- ·. The 
ea.sualties ·on both sides during the first ·week ·probably to.tal. half 
a· million, and ·we are told that the battle may fastJor.. many dct-ys, 
as- the ,Germans are staking· everything on-this .fight. , The blood 
of the · m anhood of Europe is being poured :out -like water, whilst 
the 'indus·try of many millions of ·workers .. is being devofod to the 
ma1'~u'facture of material fo1" the . destruction of their fellows . . In 
every b€111gerent country Hie rulers are de1nanding mor-e .m en 
fo1· , -the -batUefield and . more labom for the 'factOl'ies, cuid the 
hynotisBd peoples an: sullenl;y submitting. ,Stat"{ra.tion und 
hunger-typhus are taking toll of the populations of ·centra.l Europe, · 
and unless sanjty soon ·returns to the vvorld '.Vhole ra<:-es wrn be 
wiped out . . 

· .. The great tragedy is that the vast majority of those who are 
8uffering on both s.ides believe they are snffering iu th -' ca.b.se · of 
lib:erty, having been hypnotised into that belief by 'the pres::;, the. 
,politicia.ns, and the ·pulpit: - But'it. may .be said without exaggera­
tion that there is less libertv in the world now than evei·. Irr 
eve1·y ·country at- war the Go~7ernments have ·supreme power, a1i.d 
t he .people al'e treated as . children. Although th e m anhood of 
he. mi.tion are ·asked to surrender their lives , the r _m·e not allowed 

to.kn:mv fQl' what- they are_ figh-ting. Since the \ .vaT began secret 
kea:ties l1av·e been made betw~Bn ~he Allies. by ,which they agreed 
to carve up parts of Afri_ca, ·Asia .Minor, Albqnia, a.nd qther 
t~rritory witho~1t cons idering the " rights of small 11.a tionaljties," 
whic~1 is sl.,1pposed to be the Allies' great moral asset. Although 
the Bolsheviks ·have repL1diated Russia's. share in these trea ties, 

· we know that tbe other Allies have not don e so. On the German 
.· ic;le , the wa.r 'vhich beg~m .-with the ple? that -it. was to " save 
Germany from the ." barbaric hordes ". of Russia, has now become 
$. . \var ,, of s:oriquest, the fate of the Baltic Provinces and of 
Jtp.qm~nia sh9·wing tha.t the -military · pa.rt;y in G-e.i·rnan;y have 
eqntrol of political policy. In fa.et', at present. · Capitalism a.net~ 
lVfilifori~m are, rampant everY'Nhere, and the pe9ple, under the 

· influence of fea1:, are veritable slaves to their rulers. · 
· _ Jn. ·these cii·cums.fonces, for our rulers to talk .of _fJghting for 

Jjj)erty is hypocl'itical. We lmmv that the press of this country js 
beld in a vjce by the Press Bureau , \vhich issues ·secret orders as 
to what may or may not. be discussed. In France ~ri.d ']n Ua.l_)T · 
th€._ p(;l,p~rs contain great· blank spaces : showjng :where the Censor 
ha$ s.t1ppressed unpleasan_t facts or criticism; and in A111i':lrica., 
as we show in . . another column, the Pierpont l\!lorga.n tmcl other 
corporations control the policy and news of the press. Hmv is 
i-t, pof3sib1e for t,he ,people .to lrn.ovv what they are :fig;hting £o1· ·Nhen 
th~y cannot get the' facts? · And yet we are told no:w in England 
that the age limit. for -military servic E) is to be raised' to 50, and 
tha t women may be conscripted for land work and munitions. 
T.l)e ·workers are praised for thei1· patriotism, but nre not thought. 
,h1.telligept; enough to know the truth. They are praised for thejr 
-:r1-e·rye and endurance on the ·fi eld of battle, but must not knO-Xli' tbe 
<easl~alties in France! They are asked to fight and starve fo the 
:'.bitter 1?1\cL but are not .to know what are .the aims of the hitter 
rend i . :,, .We · must not make peace \:>irh en the Germans · are 
~· sq'li.~aJing £or peace,'' as Lloyd George said; anct' now that i:\he.Y 
are. :fighting'. hard -again, the same man says it is -tre-ason ·to -talk 
of peac-e. :When_ j!'-; tl1 e time. to. make peace? 

. affair, and there are so many in~uences at ·work , · tha-~ it · ~as 
r·ea;lly got out of contml of tho$e wh_o<are supp0sed fo -be i,n churge . 
In all the belligerent countries the responsible ·polit.icians have 

'°":[11~ge such fooiish_ s,t_at~me~ts.1 and pi;omise·s to the1r people, which 
they lmm.v can never be re-&lised, t1)&t they dare _-not m%~,8 p~ace. 

·_ 'rhere)s only "one thing· that- qan s.tcip the war in the nefti· future, 
and that is the fear of revolution .' The capitalists ·h:otve s.een 
;vhat has happen ed in Russia, and they would soon finct' a 'Nay out 
of the present deadlock if R.evolution ·raised its.' heaa· fri othe1; 
countri-e~ . j\nd signs of i·evolt are not lacking. l\1artial Ja~; is: 
in _force in all the industrial centres of Italy; in France a :::;~yere 
military discipline has to · be enforced 'in muriitfon areas; and now 
m Quebec riots <-tg;ainst eon'$ctiption · h~v:e t9 be·: suppressed by 
im~chine gur1s. Ih 'Austria an'd in G-ei·Iiiany ·tl1 €i·e hcwe been many 
signs of revolt, anci: the food shortage nmy a t any time cause an 
outburst that even the autocrntic Governments of those c.0untries 
d.ould ... not quell. VV, e may 'te s_{;i~· Ei Jhat_ .a.11 th~se ... ferments l;lre 
earefolly noted . by the capitafats and; fiµ~u1q ial g,roups_,.- _i'.tnd as s~01.r .­
as .they P.nd . the, -vvorkers_ h~rning . aga~1stJ.J.1ern in§.)teq,d of aga1nst 
each - otl~er, w e may .look for p.eac.e ·1-"\eg9tiations-: · The , lesson for 
the revolutionist, therefore,. is pla;iil. . _ His. wal!ehword .. must he 
" Revolut.ion 01" \Var ~" Whilst .e.very mili,tary "victory " is- a 
lefeat for th_e workers on . both sideS-; ·'"a. ~reyolutionary ' ' victory '' 
wjU bi:ing t111e.m liberty . : . .. : ... · 

.. -- ~ r-' . .:, 

MARTIAL LAW· IN · IRELAND~ 

The South and V\T est of Ireland has recen t lv seen a revival 
of t he land agitation which \Vas such . a E?trong feature of Irish life 
in the " eighties . " Cattle driv ing ~tnd ~am1 , - grabbing for tillage 
lmve b·een so rife' that- the Govemmei:lt' have declared m al'tial law 
o,-er c.1 brge part ot the West, Co1mty Clare bejng the st01:n1 
centre . P~.n·t i e!'-; of Sein Fein er ::; ha,!e Hriven cattle off many farms. 
and ploughed· 

1 
up the Jand for t illag.e. · ·They .say that whjJst in 

Bngland- 3,000,000 <:WI'eS of pusture land nave been plot1ghecf'u_1J 
so as to ptovide moi-e food, in I reland ·no · change has taken place ; 
so, nu their own initiative they arn ·doing· what they consid·er is 
only tt matter of self-prot<Bction. E~1t at the bottom,· of course

1 

is the heredit~ry land-hunger o.£ the "!i·is·b 'people, 'whicft has neve"i· 
be·en satisfied 'in. spite of · L and Pmclmse .: Acts unci other pallia­
tive·s . The Hevoll'ttion jn Russia and the expropriation of the large 
lamlholders have also had their · natural' effect on' the Irish rebels, 
fo1· they ' think that what is poss ible in Ru~sia: 'is also 'possible_ in 
Irnland. But unfor una.tely fol' the Iri~h p'eople, t he conditions 
i11 the two countries are entirely different'. In . Russ_ia, 1ivhat 
Government exists is in favoi.l.r of the·~ exp.ropriativr1 of the l_and­
lords, whils.t in he'land· t,he British G6\re1~nment will resist such 
e:tct.ion by every m ean::; in their power. . 'As a 'n1atter of fact, si.nce 
the Lmd Pmchase Acts were p-assed m£niy of the Irish p~asants 
HI1E! benants -under the British Governme11t: · · 

In the m eanbme, the · Convenfoon whiGh t1r~s to bring pea~-~ 
to Ireland drags on . An early report js .. pi·orri'lsed, but no agree­
ment i::; expected. 'I1h e great ' diffictilty "is ;hmy to divide. the jobs 
a11C1 officer; under Honie Rule .· At present;_ the g-reat majori_ty of 
these wel1-1:ta ic1 posts. are giv·e i1 to Protestants, · or· Irish ~uppoi-ters 
of Dublin Castle rul e. Unc:ier· Home Rule ', . vvith a majority . of 
Roman Catholic electors , the Irish -Government would have _ t_o 
reward their supporters with the best paid joEs".' Hence the 
hod ility to Home Rule. H the rival parties dol1lc1 agree as to 
t he clivision of the spoils of office, HomB Rule co'iJltl come abotilj 
at once, as they each agre·e abo ut maintaining th'e ·connection with 
1£i;iglanc1, allCl also- - which is n;iore importa:rit--agte·e in' upholding 
capitalism. Irish peasants. a,nd \VOrkers have nothfrlg fo hope for 
from any possible Governrr1e11t in fr.eland, and must use _direct 
action in CO-operation · \Vith the 'iVOrker:::; of. other ~6'nnfa-ies jf they 
1rould be free from their oppre.sso1·s. · · 

',SPANISH ANARCHISTS AND THE: ·wA:R ... 

Our Comrade V. Ga1~ciR writes ·to us denyl.ng the sfuteme1Jts 
in ·a section of the press that Spa11.ish Anarchists· and Synd,icalists 
are acting as German agents . · Whilst. it jg possi9.le. · ti~ at- '. on ~ or 
two men, owing to their ambit-io11,-- 0l' pBrhaps· s~arvatioJ?,, ·*1~Y ha\ re 
be·en t empt.ea· to play. the Gerrn~m game,' thejr dO not t epr·esent 
the Arrn.rGhist move1nent in Spah1, .an·y 'more than tl}.e h'atfdor,en 
who declared themselves pro"Alliet: , '1.nd for 'some fon e pl.iblishe~ _ 
two weekly papers . The · Spa11i.sh Ana~c~ists · h ay-e oppose~l the 
war ' from t,he firsb clay' 'a:n,l are as firmly against it no'vv 'as' ever: . 
They are neith er pro-German_ 1101· ·'pro -Allies, says . 'Ga:rcia., - b~~ 
Paeifi sts and . narchists. · 
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BUILDING .T,HE .:NEW ·RUSSIA. RE(;ONSTRUCTION : A CRITICISM ... 

·, .,Ho\v . oft~n have we been assured t.ha~- Russia is ruined, aud We · hav~ received an in~eresting pamphlet entitled "L·abour 
that only .-a. strong centralised government, with et strong 3.rmy at. and the New Social Order." · It is published by the Labour PartJ', 
its b~ck, can bring order out of chaos~ Of course, we know that.: and is. a report on reconstruction after the war, 
lhe ,.,,vriters mean that only ip this way ean capitalism be re-es- After having t.ried conclusions with its nicely balanced 
ta.blished and the people of Russia be exploited and made to pay sente,nc·es and neatly turned phrases, we -are bound t-o confess to 
1~he enormous. d-ebts inherited from Tsara:om . But so far front a feeling of ciisappointment. :For this pamphlet ,1_,vith a title of 
Hu~?ia or the Russian people being ruined, at the present· moment such enormous possibilities leaves us. -vv:ith an impression .of its 
·the .gr.eat majority of the people a-r engaged in building a ·ne\1· barrenness, its absolute failuTe to initiate. Imagination surely 
·nrn~~ fr~ei: an?- rnm·e; prosperous society than was ~ver drearn c1J has not stirred the writers, and the chains of tradition and con­
pc:-ssible by many of the _olcl. revolubonists. stit,utionalisrn lrnve fe.ttered them . Of claims there are many 

,. 11 he Cambridge Hagazin.e (l\1atch 2) publishes extracts fron nnd varied. 'Die- political creed of the Labour Party roust 
-.an . f:t.t ticle by the Russian \vriter, Nikolai Rubakin, which natmally be elastic, f()r politicians live by compromise as a · h~nk-
{q.>peareci' in · tJ~e . A:rbe£ter Zedun·q, under the title, " The Social rupt hves . on hiE? debts. · 
Birth l?ains. of Russia. " Ilubakin points out how Russia, \vh.i cb Certainly an attempt. has been inade by the Labour Party to · 
,h11d the reputa.bon of being the most benighted nation in Europe, formulate o.mething like c1, policy in advancei of that offered by '­
,has, ix~ a fe;v rr;ionths, '! moved by an honest and mighty idealism," Iht.clicalism or Liberalism,. but ahv0ys there is the impression that 
practjca.lly carried -0ut. far-read1ing reforms, at the hands of coun t- the workers b.Y h t:md or brain lor whom tbe political fishers of the 
~eR::; _ ': i;nost insignificant persons." J:[e says: _ ' Labom :Party are angling must- not be scarecl by any hint .of 

. ," ~n revolubonary Russia oE to -day et · gigantic work, trn- revolnt ion or violent. change. Moderation. in all things ·would 
P~'-ecec1,ent~d m histor;y, ]s b:i?-g c:urr:iecJ out: :t9. ~ rnc?nstrnd ion se.exn to b the keynote , and when we consider the " .:Fornword ,, 
of the ::;ocnal, economic, poht1ca.l , pnvate,. rel1g10us, mtellectu al and it::; atfock on c.apit.ahst- civilisation, · which it desires to .. 

. , relations . E 1w rything · ereatecl by Russian 'hjstory, supersede, we can only marvel · at the singularly mild reform; 
esta,blishe:<i by 'l'!:lcu·i:;;n::i and . the Hussian Junkers under the aclvocatec( 'f'1rns tbc destl'uctive criticism levelled at capitalism 
,hf:'.nediction of the ignor~int Russian priests, js being recon.. is the best. piece. of \;i,rriting in the, whole ·pamphlet.. The writers 
~tn,lCtecl. ., ._ .. And p.11 this (is. being done) during the " 'ar, ' · a.grne in. t.his estimate as t.o recognise, in ,the present world 
during the. revolution, and durillg the anarcliy which has b~en c.:atastmphe, · jf not. the death, in Europe,. 0£. civilisation itself, at 
ea,lled into bE'.ingb;y theenemies of the new so-cial 01·der. : ' cmy rate the . c:ulmination and collapi:>e o·f a distinctive indu·S.t.rial 
· Innumerable Councils, Committees', and Commissions hnve civilisation, which the \;1,'0rkers \Vill not· s~ek to reconstruct." Il 

sp1:ung il1to 'being· to .deal with a var:iety of subjects, and have been the11 goe.· on to say: 
introduce(( intq the town ·., villages, barracks, factories, and even , · \Nhat the \ntl' is con,' tuning is not m erely the se-curity, the 
~ntq the . schoo1s-scfl'iolq1's ' and p<H' ntl?' committees. ·There at e hom e:-;., the Jiyelihood, and the lives of millions. of innocent. 
now D)ore tha~1 900 SolC.liers and W orkers' Councils, and several i:ai:nihel:', and an enormous proportion of alL the accumulated 
thqvsa.nd P~_~ts~r~t CounciJj::. ;\grnrinn-Councils, which arn chiefly \r ealth of tbe worJd, but also the very ~a.·is of the peculiar i-;qdal 
c- ompose~l of simple peasants, are working out ne'v rnethods o-f order in which it. has ari.-en. The il-1dividual system of 
agriculture, th~ pea.Bants "showing themselves capable of gra~~ p - C<:tpitalist pl'Oduction , based on the-private ownership and corn-
ing most complim~ted agTarian qLrnstions w·ith exfraordirnu·.,· petitive admini.stration of land and capital, w.ith · it ~ reckl~ss 
{~xactituc1e. · · J3ut it is on the intellectual .· ide that the greafo ~>t · pi-:ofiteering' and wage-slavery; _with its glor~fieati9n of the 
progress hat; b 'en ma(1e . Schools ~l'.e springing up ever31\'l;Thete, unhampered st'.niggle for th '. means of li.fe and ~ts hypocritical 
the old , drnrch sehools being taken a waiy from the control of .th e prntei-we of the ., survival of the fittest ' ; with the monstrous 
priestf:; . We i:ea:d· : : inequality _· 'of circul.~s~ance . . \.vhich it produce$ , and . . th~ , 

· · Not on.ly : in ·the great· cities, but tdso in .the provincial ct:egradri.tion · and brutalisation, both . nioral an~ _spiritual, 
towns and even the vmages the most varied coui:ses of lectures re ulting the.ref.ram, may, \Ve hope, indeed hu.ve received . ai 

and . Peoples' Universities are being arranged, which a.r,-:J death-blow. ·Wit h it. must go the political system ~nd. id~a. · 
~1,Hen d ed by great crowd::; of hearers, women as well as Ifl ~Il . in which it naturally found expression. . We, of th,e L&b01J,!' . 
The war bas given a great t>timulus to the di .. semination of Party, whether in opposition or in dcie t~me ca.lle_d upon to form 
books and particmlad;y of ne\vspap.ers. 'fhe ·worr1en show :..i ~rn Administra.tfori, ·will · certainly lend _no · hand." to its · revival.. 
previuusly 'tU't'ex;::-1:mpJ·ed desire · :fer·· kno,;v;)edge . o-f rnad'ing and On th~ c.;ont.rary, "w-e shall do our utmost . to see that it is buried . 
\\Titing. . vVoundecl soldie:rs who hav·c returned fro:m \\·ith t he millioJ'JS whom it has .done to death. :" , . . . . 
~h e front emerge as. t eac:bers .o1 :reacbng and writing, _and th lll' Such· n, hemi.c ,'decla~·atiori is na.turaliy enough very. i_mpressive: 
contrip t~te to the 'development: of the m asses . J,n this· direction but ~ts. supe1·'ficiR.li,t.y is· revealed in ?be.· reference. ,to qn Admims­
esp eqi~iJ i:Dfh1 ence JS exel'C~sed by rnfogees from the terriforir:: . .; tration which connotes a wmingness on the part of the La'b.our 
o~cl.1pied by th · · enemy-Poles , nnci above all the J ews-two ·Party to step into the shoes of the pr·e ·e:i;:it Government, and thus. 
elements ' jTl 'the .. Tstt.rj:::;t 'Er~1pire . which enjoye~1 hitherto n take over the reJllS of gcrvei:mnent. - So, 'in sp~ite ,of fin_e words! 
r.elat.~veJy , hjgher Jeve.l d culture . Prisoners ·of wm.'-tmvnnls we find on analysing·, the prnposals set forth jn the constrnetive 
whom the g~10d~nat.ure cl. Itnssian population .bas always beha.v t~c1 policy, that the gC\nne.ot thej1 8-?ek to weave fo merely a patchwork 
l'P<:Lsonwbly~have also had a. great influe11ce on t.he intelleetmd thing designed to mo:l'.'.e effect.iv~l); _ coyer up, the O.:eforme{;l. bo<l.y 
fleve_lo'ptneht 'of \y.ide. circlE'..- of · tbe Ht1ssia1i people·. ., . of Ctt_pitali sm, and that it is, in p qint of. fac.t, neither heroic nor 
Up tc) l9E' the rn:unber of those whq could neitbel' read . . n<Dr even picturesque. If Buch a sch me were r:ealisable it wo~ld 
wrjte . ', arnou.oted to 61 per cent . of the populaLicn teud to prolong the life of capitalism by making it. :i;nore t_ol~rable, 

Now \V B may assume, accol.'ding to · informatio:n As Kropotkin wrote or revolution th8t all that_ was .. 'Ytmti:ng ~vas 
i:·e~ei ,tea.', that only 4Q pei· cent'. of the 'aduW< ixwluding: women I • ' the boldness of initiat.ive, '.' ~o . \Vitb the present authors, ·the 
will' be .unctb1e .to rel:~d or \vrite:~ . . It'. ·is the:i;.eiore n:o·t sui·priah:ig s.inister fascin ation · of capitalism is upoi.1 them, ~t..nd their .. eye~ . . 
if 13:orne . r~ewi;;pap~rR ·have 1101.v got a circulation of . a. million: cannot grasp the vision o-f u new civilisation fashione4 st~~-ight 
Books and pamphlets haYe also an imrn "'nse sale: The So{;ial awa.y by the workers t,hemselves only after they hav~ _finiqh ed 
Hevolutio~ary party alone, acconli,ng to it::; repor~, dis_se\ni.µa~f,c) t.he demolition of cap i ta~is1n which t.Jie wai" may haye beg:un. 
no less than four millions of its , pamp~:i.l~ts in , thrne inonths . To" take . ;;t .-fe\\· of ~he plc~nks frnni the Labour ::£art;y's pro-

The darn of Tsarism is broken down-and the gnunme, 1.ind which are ent.i~lecl, cp1itintly , en0t.~gl;i, . " , ~r~-~ ~illm:s 
intellectual life pours o\it'like a cataract:'"'"' of 'the House," for 'if these arn the pillars' they must hwve . o~f;n 

A quota.tion from . t n article -in another issue of ·the Arbeiler s.1wv.eyec1 through ~ g·fass da.rkly: . . · . . , ·. . . . · . . . 
Ze.dnng sums up t he situation finely, . _and ~ ·hows sd1y the R.evoln - (a) r:rhe l Jnjver ·ctl Enforc-enient of _tl~e Nationq-l J\fi?;i~_urp; 
t icm is hat-ed by the capitalists of all co,untries .. :, , ('b) Th e Democratic Control of Inc:t'ustry; , . 

· .' ' Ifis_sa.i(l that tb:e Russ i~n nation has been beaten in this (c) ·:rhe R.evol\itior1 in National Finari?e) a~d ·. 
W(J,1'. It. is tn1e .. that.· peace ~riH not 1nlarge but . ciiminisl.i ' (r7:) The Sur~lll~ w ~a lth for tl.ie c.?l~Ir{On V?'~d._ . . .. ' 
Ih1PJsii:m ~errito~:y . . ~ A11d y~t in . t·h~ c?rirse. of this .. ~1 a1: Fr01i:1 t.he.'e. four p1Jla.rs the. writers adva.nc~ mto· · al~ the 
the Rnss1a.n people h <:tve co11quere(f more, far more , than tL .,_ bye--paths a11cl.' labyrinths of the most orthodox, refonn_~st. · c~.aracter, 
IDf}St · imccessfuJ. ··genend <.:ould have conquered foT them·-: t·heir such H. '' rr~e l~gisl~tive re.gnl_ati~n of ~.mp_l~:yrrien~, .' ' ., 'Imm~diate 
conquest is thi:it of t.11-ejr own country, tbe fruitful soil of might,}' nat~onalisati on," etc., etc. Proceedmg tp elabora~e· tha whole 
Russia. For hundreds···0ry.eaTs''"U1e-'I-tLi ssian aristocracy bas scheme the"a·u.thors disclose at · e'very step the fact that their 3iifr; 
;1"·gri.irec1 ·· la.1id incr-ea ·i1;;igly a.t the cost of ·tbe prop-etty' of the will be the maintenance of the sacrnd unio1i \viJh the "capit:alist 
peaB<1nts. Now t he Russi0n ... peo:plE} t:~lrn .back -t}wi:t.. , govennne~1y in orderthat faese fhings might be obhi\nred. · Yet .~her·~ 
whi.e.~h has been .' toJ en ~1:_°.l:::: ~:h_e1!.:_.,_ .'.:. .~!.1 ? expropriators are (-~".\'. - is a' cons~ious and pa.thehc note in their obse~-vat.icm,· tl1?-t " ppfor-, :. 
pr6})rj~1tec1 ~"'"'~"" '--~· · ,.,_._ . , . · ·~-.· ~.- .. --: ·.:· · --·: .. · ;.,_-... ~ .. ~ .. :-- tm1ately, ' the ·present Goyetnmen.'t:, ' lilrn the · :Ln:;_ei~n.l_ : ~.4~(.· 

• or!- · ,.·.1r•.~-:. : ·( ·. ::. '~· ~c ' . r.. : 
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THEIR MASTERS' VOICE. Gonservati_ve Parties, so far refuses to speak orf>this i~nporta.nt 
matte_1• [the re~uction - of wages.] ·"Yith any dear· voiee. , . · r:::JiJ.at 
damnmg sentence proves_their-.political iinpotency: .,,. 

The irpp_ossib_ility of~quaring the, circle of capitalism does riot _Our daily papers frequently print extracts from t.he American 
concern t-J:iem ;:iheir ch-ie-f anxiety appears in their desii"i:~ to ,ciffer · press . to show. how heartily that country is in fav.om of the con­
a sufficiei.1t.ly attractive programrpe to . the'.·· mass of the -,~;ol"kers .. tinued prosecution of the· war " to save the world for democracy.:,, 
YVhilst· still keeping on, good tern-ls ~1-ith th6se. who are responsibl~ '. It. _may.·interes:t -E11glish r:eade_r·s cto know \Vhose voice it really is 
for the murdered millions. They have not yet re111ised the they are listening· to. The following charges made by · Congress­
necessity ,f~r. ex~ei:minating · the poisonous thing that ~ms cankeri:~d __r;1§.n Callo·way "''ere pubJished in_ the Congressional Becord of 
modem c1v1hS;at1on. . :No clean, healthy growth is possible while :B-ebruary 9, 1917: -
a thread of the. okf fungoid growth of capitalism persists. So . - ., In March, 1915, the J. P. Morgan interests, ·the st-eel, 
th_e i;e~ he1:Tings ·with ·which they seek to entice the workers will :hi~building and powder interests, and their _subsidiary organ-
fml of thell' pm:po~e. ~etwee_n the __ Scylla and Charybdis of .. isahons, got together twelve men high up in the newspaper 
Worker and cap1tahst. then· _p9hcy will be WT~.~drnd, and their , \VOrld and .employed them to Select the most influential news-
labours prove barren. Their opportunism will only serve to papers in the United States and a sufficient number 0£ them 
postpone the revolution. The old sayino· concemino· the road to control generally the policy of the dajly press of the United 
to h~ll being paved .with go9d intentions fs sing·ular'l;)~' ap·t when States. 'l'hese hvelve m en wotked the problem out by select-
apphed to tJ.1ei I.Jabour Party's ,programme. It \vould inevitably ing 1rn·· newspapers, and · then began, by , an··' e lirninntioh , 
iwet us. morn firmly than .ever to ·State capita.lism~our chains proc~ss, to retain only ·those necessary for the i:>urpase ·of' eon·u' 
would merely have become gil<i'ed by legislative rneans. · · troll mg the general policy of · the daily press· throug-hotH the ·-:i: 

'l'hu~ the promise ?on~ined in t):ie opening paragra.ph does-not country . - rrhey found it wi:ts only necessary to purchase· ·the ;.'·, 
bear fulfilment. Legislation, contrnl, State aid, etc.;: are no sort co11tml of 25 of the : greatest papers. The 25 ·papers \.V'Eh"e agreed', 
of. ~ornpensatioi;i for · the freedom of which the very existenoe ·0 £ ~p·on; er.nissaries -were sent to purchase ·the policy, national and · 
cap1tahsn1 depnv.es _us. · If practical things are to ' be attempted, .- mu;,m_at10nal, of ·these papers; an agreement was reached~ the · 
the~1 . we must -get rid o.f all concepts of, the present economic and policy of the pttpei~ \Vas bo'ug,ht, to be paid for by the month; 
political forms. ·We must jnstead think in terms of .individual an ed):t_01~ . w.as fm~shed ·fot each paper to prop'erly ·supervise ' · 
initiative which must create new political vehicles ·which shall a~d: ecJ~t m.fonnat10n regarding the questions of preparedness, 
reflect a real revolutionary ehange in society, · and-not. a make-. ~rnhta.ns_m, financial policies and other things of n~tional and 
believe one . . Vile cannot afford fo waste time ·parlevina· with those mternat10nal nature considered vital to the interests of the 
who have maci'e capitalist exploitation possible , ~e\~ ways and pmchaser~· . This _contract. !s in existence at the pres.ent time . 
r.nethod~ m~1st : be

1 

tried which shall best express our attempt a t. a . . This P?hcy ~lso mcluded the ,suppression of every-
free social hie. '1 he Labour P artv claims to stand for Democratic thmg m oppos1t10n to the wishes of the interests served. · The 
~o-operat~on_. 'l'he Anarchist VCornmunist seeks expre.s.sion in effective.ness. of this scheme has been conclusively demon-
free assoc1at10n; about which \Ve hope to write in our next · issue. strated by the cbara~.fer of stuff carried in the daily ·press 

M.B.H. throughout the country since March, 19f5. Thev ha,!e resorted. 
to anything necessary to commercialise . public sent,iment 

. Their stock argument is that it is 'pat,riotism.' They 
cu·e playing on e.Ye1:y prejudice i:mci passion of the American THE FENC~--(AFTER VIKTOR GOMULICKI). 

Some distance beyond gleamed a yellow comfield. · A · Juw 
~ence separated it from the farm buildings a'nd the small fenain 
m front of it. The fence £o1med a corner, and where the two sides 
m~t there 'IV0S a broad · g~teway, the ·gat:e of which happened at 
this moment to be clpsecL We approached the fence~ · Annette 
bad hardly had ti~e to lea:n ht}r parasol a.gains.£ it, when :.a, do~r in 
the yellow house opened 'and a man standing. on the ' threshold 
asked loudly : 

'' ·where are you going? Where are you going? Do you 
\Vant to.leave the country?" 
. . : _vVe underst-ood: 'fhe ·fence, roughly constructed in rustic 
faslu_an , was . something more. than <1 mere partition. between t\.vo 
meaaows, This_ fence separated two nations, two co.untries, two 
?ivilisations'. . . ~r?e rye growing beyond it vvas German rye; th e 
msectp, which hke bl:ue gems of light. glittered amongst the ·ears 
or ?orn, were German. The wind even was G-erman, as jt _was 
wafted peyond \:vith the }1oneyed sweetness of ·the eonvolvulus . 

N~tur~ll_y -~nnette felt that she must forego adorning her 
~arlana: with German _fl<>we.r$, and so informed the inan in the 
riooriray. I:Ie re-e:i;:i.tered the ho.use satisfied, but. doubtJess there 
wer.e so1Y).e dozen: pairs .of eye$, watchful if invisible, o_bserving our 
movement-s . . \V1th a new feeling w~ l.ooked round ·a.gain, 

.. vVhy ? " _as~ed Annette; wjdely opening h~r eyes. " This 
ea~· of _co_rn, spr1.ngmg from a. seed blown here by the w~i+d, is ours, 
hut millions of its fellows are foreigners simply because they grow 
a s_tep fu~ther beyon,d. Why?" . . ._ · . 

I enO:eavoured to explain that all this was quite natural, even 
necessary . 

"For whom?" 
. In reply I could only shrug my shoulders. 

. . . Still w~th our tho.ughts on these matters, we looked :up to the· 
sk~.es, seekmg also .their -frontier line. But the· skies·' Were one 
and.' }nd~v~s~-ble. We Jooked .at the sun. ·The sun, also, was one 
and ,md1v~Enble. At. the sam.e ·moment a butterfly, . poised on the 
fe~ce ?-ear· _us, stretched out its multicoloured wings with their 
ghttenng silver beneath, rose quickly and· crossed . over to the 
Gel:'Ina_n side. It glid~d ov~r ·t_?.e ea.rs of com, greeting ·butterfly 
and butterfly, and t~en ghdea' graeefully back. And presently 
soqle swallows, sensmg the approach of a thunderstorm, began 
to swoop afar ai1d . beyond, crossing: and recrossing ,the frontier . 
fence wiphou..t 1 a qualm . - . . '-

'.' See!" , cried Annette with childlike triumpl1, " The 
swallows · and t.he butterflies clo not . admit the . ' necessity ·' · (if 

_which you so wisely speak. " 
11hese thoughtless words sad'dened me . . . . . . . . 

_ · "Ah, Annette,. Annette," I said repi·oachfully', .:'!. have · you· 
fol'gotten that man is a wiser creature, than the · thoughtless . 

_ swa.Jlows and the caprjcious butterflies?'' 

· people." · · 
. So in future. when vire read in our jingo press extracts from 
:~merican papers we shall know that they should be headed: 
· · What Pierpont Morgan Says." Four hours after Great Britain 
clecltued wal' in 1914, the Navy cut the Gerinan cable to America. 
Siri.ce then t he .American people have been fed on ne\VS censored 
~)y the Bl'itish Government. Now · Pierpont. Morgan and Co. join 
m th~ game, and Q..11 news, home and foreign;, is deliberately dis- . 
tortBct or suppressed to serve the interests of capitalism-that- is, 
to · ' save the world for plutocracy." · 

NOTES OF THE MOVEMENT. 

CownENB~ATH.-The Group have again: to report a 1suc~ssful series of 
me_ctmgs d~rmg _the pa~t m?nth, a marked feature being the informal .but 
anunated_ d1scuss10n ·wluch follows each lecture. Our Comra<le J. Birrell, 
of Burntisland , ~ho addressed the first meeting, contended that the holding 
of un•)rthodox views on who should own · the means of -life involved the 
holding o~ ?northo?ox views 0~1 other social problems ; and that marriage 
fornt.;:;, religious beliefs, and reliance 011" La"v and State must change as man 
progresses to Communism. The speaker at our next rneetino· was Freda 
Co~en, .of Gla~gow, who dealt with "vV0?1an's ~lac_e _in the Cl~~ S~rug~l~." 
He1 -sm_vey of the past proved the necessity for rnd1v1duaJ freedom m sexual 
and social n:.atters. ·women must join with. men in th.e struJ?;gle, otherwise 
there· cou~d be no emancipation. The following week our Comrade R. S. 
w_ood; K1~:g~eat, spoke on ':,T4e Origin .an_d Nature of Life," and gave ·the 
sc1ent1fic knock-out blow t o the B1bhcal myth. The other lectm·er 
during the mor.~h .•va.f:, our Co!?rade D. Kennedy, of Glasgow, who also spoke 
t~ the locci:l Socialist Sm;day tk~o?l 0~1 "How the Earth Came." }.!is power 
of conveying the. meam~g of_ scientific terms to an ordinary audience . by 
rnean.s of homely ill_ustrat10ns is a great a.sset in a propagandist, and ·it would 
cer~arnly. be beneficial to the spread of Ana.rchist principles if other speakers 
copied · lus e:x ample. . . · . · . . . · 
. Onr ~iterat~re. Depot is now opened in High St1·eet, Cowdenbeath; all 
mterested are mv1ted to inspect our stock. . A.S. 
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