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NOTES. 
French W ork~rs 1 Demand for War Aims. 

The great strikes in May at munition vmrks i~ F l:' 8. ll(~~ vVE•rtf 
igno1 ed by - our Press, but they creat~d ~ great unprc2.~1on on 
French politicians . The biggest factones m an.d near Pan s .'rnre 
affecited- Renaut's, Citroens, and others closmg down entirely 
for a few days. The workers at Bourges and also at Lyons and 
Marsemes soon joined jn, and at one moment it almost seemed 
as though a general strike might develop . The real cause , as .for 
as we can gather, was growing dissatisfaction with the Govern­
ment's summary dismissal of all peace overtures; and when th.l"l 

military authorities called up another 30,000 men from the m1:1m­
tion sh0ps, the workers' demanded a clear statement of war aims 
from the Government and went on strike. Troops were called 
out, as usual, · and in cavalry charges in Paris four strikers w~e 
killed . Senegalese and Annamite troops . were use~ in other_ dis­
tricts. J\fany arrests were made. \Vhen a deputat10n of strikers 
waited on Clemenceau, his answer was: "Your leaders will be 
shot, and you will be sent to the front .' ' Th~ idea of working men 
asking what they are :fighting for evidently amused Clemenceau. 
But within a very few days he had altered his tone . O:n _June 7 
a meefang of more than half the Deputies was addr~ss~d hy me~­
bers of the General Confederation .of.Labour, who msisted on the 
workers and their leaders being consulted in future peace offers, 
which should not be rejected without discussion. The Cabinet 
evidently realis~d that , French Trade Unionists would have lio 
be pacified, and the next day Clemenceau's pa~~r, ~'Homme 
Libre, said : '' We must avoid allowing German mihtansm to say 
that we are systematically opposed to peace. Therefore, let Ger­
many speak; we are ready to listen." This is a salutary change, 
and shows that the v.rorkers bave all thf necessary power to 
stop the war as · soon as they realj se the fut ility of :fighting any 
longer. 

The Wilson Bubble. 
Before the United States came into the war, we were told 

by many of President Wilson's admirers that he was the great 
strong man who, · being outside the actual struggle, was a ble to 
judge the issue fairly. H is great love of Liberty-(did ~e not 
write "The New Freedom "?)- his hatred of war, and his ·un­
dying enmity towards the autocracy of the Old World raised him 
high above the level of all other rulers, and the peoples of the 
earth were asked to look up to him. as ~he · charnpion of their 
rights and, liberties . But, knowing that he w11s the representative 
of an unscrupulous body of capitalists and politicians, \;t,'e could 
never accept the popular esfamate of · his character. If th e 
capitalists supported ·him, the people would have to watch him 
·with both eyes open . And so it turned out. From the moment 
he declared war on Germany he threw overboa rd all the lovely 
principles he ha·d carried on his banner pre~iously. Under his 
rule freedom of speech, pen and press has been suppressed. 
Dozens of Socialist, Anarchist and L abour papers have been 
stifl~d in one way OJ'.' another; hundreds of men and women are 
in prison for speaking against America's participation in the war; 
and religjo:us and other objectors to military service have been 
sentenced to penal servitude for life for refusing to obey orders. 
And not a word o.f protest comes from this po1itical humbug, who 
calls the Aimighty to his .11icl as frequently as d0:es the Kaiser. 

Americans Al&rmed. 
Some Americans who are in .favour of the war are , getting 

i'.1;1armed at the way in which Wilson and his supporters are play- _ 
ing ducks an,d drake£ with the Constitution . The Overman Bill 
:i;ecently passed puts into the President's hands such power as 
is held by no other ruler, and his gpeeches about " autocracy" 
jn Germany see:t;n very hypocritical now. To show how it appears 
to some worthy editors jn the States, we will give a few quota­
tions from articles written when the Bill was introduced by 
Senator Overman:- · 

'' The enactmen,t by the Con,g·ress ~f the President '.£ Bill 
would overthrow 'Government of the peopl.~, by th~ p~ople,; for 

the people,' and set up in its place government of th~ .. ~resident, 
by the President, for the P·resident. "-Bosto'Y!' Tran'script . . 

" In the plain language of unvarnished truth the President 
asks to be m ade dicta tor for the period of the war and a year 
thereafter. The bill he :bas sent to Congress wiU bear no other 
idterpreta·bion .. I t makes him absolute. "-Detroit News. 

'' It would create an autocracy never contemplated by the 
American people as a war measure. "--Evening Telegram , Port-
land,. Ore. . . . . 

" President ·Wilson, already wielding more authority than 
any ruler on earth, ~rould have Congress ·by cfeliberate act strip 
itself of supervisory authority and make the Executive supreme 
dictator, virtually responsible to no one. "-Pittsbilrg Gazette. 

"The bi11 invites such executive despotism as we have 
not seen even in Prussia. "-Indianapolis Star. 

Houses for Returning He.roes; . 
On July 2 a deputation from the Labour Housing Association 

waited on the President of the Local Government Board to dis­
cuss housing construction after the war. They suggested very 
humbly that the Government should provide money . free of 
interest for that- purpose, but ~he President (Mr. Hayes Fisher) 
said that could not be done. He agreed ' in principle, however. 
The price of money, labour and material after the war would 
make a. house sq-. expensive· that " the ordinary working man would 
not, be able to pay the rent for it." So houses are to be built 
and let at a loss, 75 per cent. of such loss to be paid by the 
Government, and 25 per cent. by the local autha.rity . Now surely 
Mr. Fisher has forgotten something . The men who return from 
the war will not be '' ordinary working men.'' Does he? think 
t'hey have endured all that hell for years without learning some 
hard lessons? They have been described as. " heroes," " Titans," 
'' like giants of olden days . '' And Mr. Fisher and ·his deputation 
speak as though these men are to be housed as '' ordinary working 
men " in " ordinary working-class ". hutches! We know that 
many of them have imbibed. ideas or thought out ideas for the~­
f?elves t hat will mean a reshaplp.g of their relations with their old 
masters. They will build houses for t·hemselves, and rent and 
interest will not enter into their calculations. They know that 
jf the Government or the .municipa.lity pay -any part of the rent, .. 
the workers must · :first provide the ·Government and · the 
municipality with money. So they will . pay the whole 
rent in any case. 

6ritish Militarism at Work. 
When the . Defence of the Healm Act was under discussion 

in the House of Commons , a few vigilant Members protested 
against the unlimited powers which it gave to the military 
authorities; but they were told that their fears were unfounded. 
British officers were such nice gentlemen that .they could safely 
be trusted to uge their powers with justice and discretion. But 
now the people are begjnning to find out that even British officers. 
cannot be trusted. Our readers all know the treatment that 
FREEDOM ,,...and Satire have h·ad to put up with from the so-called 
"competent military authorities," and liow papers have been 
suppressed and printers raided up and down the country. But 
as the,se measures were not considered sufficient to stop men atnd 
wo:rnen from expressjng their opinions in print, other and more 
dragtic methods were adopted. Mr. Street, a printer jn South 
London, had the audacity to print the T1ibunal, the organ of the 
No-Conscription Fellowship: This displeased the military gents., 
who had 'tried vainly to stop that useful little paper. So one 
morning some nice burly men from Scotland Yard (the home 
of L-aw and O:rQ.er) appeared at Mr. Street's place of business 
and without any fuss or bother proceeded to smash up his print­
ing presses apd wreck his plant, so that it would be impossible 
for him to priµt the Tribunal or anything else . M1r. Street has 
the s(:l;tis.faction of knowing that it was all done legally aeeording 
to Section 51A of the Defence of the Realm Act passed by our 
de,mocratiG f;l,J:ld free.dom-loving· legislat.ors, and that the order :for 
the de~truction of his plant was issued by a :British .officer and 
geptleman. But the poor man is hardly likely to believe in th~ 
rigM~ou~ne.ss ol Ii!- war conducted by th~se J eople. would you? 
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"<, .ANTERNATIONAL EXPLOITATION OR 
·- .,('-... ,-..;rl-

MUTUAL AID? 

rrhe talk and theorising on reconstruction and the position 
of Labour after the war goes on }'.Derrily The Labour officials 
meet and pass resolutions; brave members in the House g~et up 
and in their best debating manner plead for the control of foreign 
diplomacy; Lord Lansdowne adheres to the idea of a League of 
Nations ; and so the man in the street shrugs his shoulders secure 
in the belief that order and happiness will finally emerge out of 
the w~lter of war. But some there are whose wisdom is a little in 
advance of this conclusion. They reme-mber that, lik.e the poor, 
the financiers are ever with us . . They realise that the last word 
in nationalism or intern~tionalism will, as long as capitalism lasts, 
always rest with the gentlemen who rega.rd whole ·races as mere 
p.awns on the world's chessboard. 

Thus a writer in a recent issue of the Na,tion, in a remarkable 
article headed ·'' Internationalism and Finance,'' reminds us that 
humanity may still be at the mercy of syndicated capital even 
though a L\jague of Nations ma.y result from the war. He 
explodes the pre-war fallacy that interpenetration of finance in 
Europe makes for peace. H e claims that it may even lead the 
penetrated nation to favour war as . a means of ridding itself ·of 
the foreign financial incubus. And so the conclusion is arrived 
at that interpenetration of capital does not make for peace, because 
'it involves exploitation. Therefore mutual aid will prove the 
only possible bond for a peaceful internationalism after the war. 

Speaking of pre-war finance, he s·ays: " The arrangement by 
which certa.in national financiaLand industrial combinations, 
especially those engaged in foreigii mining, railway building, 
and banking, competed against each other, with the whole 
power of the National State behind them, · undoubtedly 
made for war. In Turkey, China, Morocco, Tripoli , and 
Persia these rivalries for concessions and spheres of influence 
aggravated the struggle for a balance of power, and in­
dire-ctly promoted the growth of armaments . The competing 
national financial groups involved their States in their rivalries, 
and regarded the flag, in Cecil Rhodes's phrase, as their chief 
' asset .' There were, however, amid these ·sharp national 
rivalries, several instances of the ability of finance to tra.nscend 
them. The . purely nat.ionalistic phase of capital was passing, 
and the international combination in loose and transitional forms, 
had made its appearance.'' And he deduces that though . a 
L eague of Nations may become an accomplished fact it may only 
r esul_t in the further· consolidation of capital . · He foresees a 
world council dealing out r aw materials and other indispensable 
commodities to a syndicated industry, their transport being' 
underta.ken by an international shipping ring. Thus "the purely 
nationalistic phase of capitalism is over . " 
· · But . the writer takes a gloomy view of the ultimate result. 
The capita.listic g~oups of the belligerents being embraced in one 
economic system will make for peace, but balanced against that 
is the problem of freedom for the masses. So he is forced to 
believe ~hat such syndicates will continue to r egard races as 
pawns, and each country rich in agricultural or mineral produce 
will continue to be more mercilessly exploited than in pre-war 
days . Moreover, such groups ,- he says, "will be intolerant of 
political experiments and revolutions which interrupt the 
mechanical business of getting ore and grain . '' 

. '' Their power will be a menace alike to the liberty of the 
worker and to the interest of the consumer. / They will act more 
promptly, more unitedly, and ma.re secretly than the opposing 
democra.tic forces. They may contrive t o control the telegraphic 
news agencies and the Press. The German Armaments Industry, 
not content wjt.h the p_ossession of organs a.t home, has lately 
bought up several n ewspapers in Austria . Steel, co·tton, and oil 
are capable of acting on the same model if their interests bring 
them into world-politics. In the schemes genera.lly accepted 
for the working of a League of Nations we see nowhere a guarantee 
of any power popular enough and res.ponsible enough to hold · these 
forces in check. If the League works only through bureaucrati,.., 
or diplomatic commissions a.nd eonf~rences its dealings with 
syndicated capital will be secret. What is ·still worse, they can 
neve.r be brought under tha control of ·the nationa.l representative 
Pa;rhaments. The ·arrangements made by the R.aw Materials 
Commission, or the decisions taken as to mining concessions in 
Rt~~sia or China, might be .hotly criticised in succession by the 
Co~mons, .the· French Chamber, and the Reichstag. · But the 
~r1tish, French, a0nd .German Foreign Offices would all disclaim 
responsibility, and s~roud· th~mselves in the excuse of loya.lty to 
colleag_ues and o~ed1~nce to the superna.tional authority. · That 
~ut_hority would hve ~n the clouds, and no nation or its represen­
.t_a.tives could ever bnng it to book. We know from experience 
~h~-t }iar~ as it is to control our own diplomacy when it acts alone, 
it is very much harder to control it when it acts with the Allies." 
Ye~ although this indlfft~ent is l~rnnched against Capitalism, the 

writer in summing up comes to the st.artling ·conclusion that it 
might be worth while for democracy to pass through such a !jfote 
of strangulation. He considers. that Capital, despite: its short­
comings, may be better adapted to deial with after-wa.r conditions 
tha.n the inexperienced wnrkers or consumers; thus temporary 
detention in a capitalist slave compound may be to our adyan­
tage, though we note with much interest his final word of warning 
that '' Democracy can solve this problem, but let it _beware of 

.giving world-finance too long a start." 
But we are forced to ask, why allow it to get a start at all? 

If it must fina.lly be destroyed, why not give- it the happy 
despatch now, when the world is ripe for ch~mge, and humanity, 
sick with suffering, · is ready to receive fresh ideas and- try· fresh 
experiments? Or is the dread of revolution so great that any 
expedient is preferable? H is not the wa.r that will in the end 
lose humanity its freedom . .. It is the innate cowardice which 
makes us stop short of all things revolutionary. It fetters us at 
every step and limits our vision. We fear to go forward a.nd we 
dare no.t look back, and all the time our feet sink more deeply 
in the mud, and our eyes are blinded with the false brightness of 
political :r:efonn. So much more easy to remain in the mire 
and continue to hug. our delusions. But progress is not made 
that way. Spontaneous and organised action on the pa.rt of all 
will alone cause us to advance, and if we really heed the warni1ig 
contained . in the threaten ed league of international capital, then 
the only course open to us is that of economic organisation, 
national and intema.tional, on the basis of Mutual Aid. Such 
an organisation can only spring from the conscious effort of all 
workers, and will prove the only guarantee of a lasting peace. 

M .B.H. 

RUSSIAN FREEDOM COMMITTEES. 

- 'l'O THE EDITOR OF '' FREEDOM.'' 

Dear Comrade,-The wonderful success of Social Revolution 
in ~ussia is undoubted.Ty but the opening phase of a revolutionary 
per10d which will result in transforming the capitalist world into 
something more consonant with the stage of moral arid economic 
development the race has now reached ; and it-behoves all of us to 
be doing our very utmost to support. it . in Russia. and to prepare 
for its extension h ere and elsewhere. Revolutionary Socialists 
always foresaw what is now taking place, that immens.ely power·· 
ful forces wield·ed by international profiteers and their servants, ' 
the various bourgeois governments of the world, would do theil' 
utmost to. bring about a united effort by military and all other 
available means to crush out successful social revolution wherever 
it might first appear. 

In view of the campaign carried on by the bourgeois press 
for this purpose, and the calculated and elaborate ials.ehoods and 
misrepres·entations contained in their news items, as well as the 
disgraceful and s.tupid nature of m any of the leaders and other 
articles they publish about Russia, J apanes,e and Allied interven­
tion, etc ., there is an urgent need for steps to be taken to 
counteract them . Not only the careless and ignorant average 
reader, but even some thoughtful workers-, are likely to be misled 
by the constant repetition of foolish lies by the daily paper they 
happen to·read, uniess they have an opportunity of hearing what 
are the actual facts. It is inconceivable that British organized 
Labour could be tricked by the pretence of '' helping Russia '' into 
permitting war against Russian revolutionary peas.ants and work­
men except through dense ignorance of the realities of the case. 

I would suggest that Russian Free-dom Committ.ees should 
be formed wherever possible to s.pr.ead as. widely as they can 
accurate information about the 'real position in Russia, what ·is 
being thought and done amongst the active elements who are 
remodelling Russian social and political institutions. I should be 
glad to hear from men and women who could assist in any way 
either by lecturing, organising lectures, writing to the papers, 
helping with subscriptions to Hussian periodicafa, etc. It might 
be possible to publish regular and accurate information through 
some existing paper or otherwise. . 

As the censorship is everywhere making efforts to envelop 
Russiain events in an impenetrable fog, and it is very difficult to 
obtain periodicals from Russia, if any friends who are able to get· 
Russian daily or weekly papers, or reviews or magazines of any 
kind from any part of the country, or pa.mphlets or books bearing 
upon the exis.ting position or discussing immediate plans, would 
s.end them on to me after they have read them, I should be glad, 
as they would be very useful.-Yours fraternally, 

FREDERIC Ci:IA.RLES. 
"FREEDOM 71 Office, London, N. W .1. 

The receipt of a free copy of this pape·r is an invitation to 
subscribe-2s. 6d. per annum. 
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IRELAND AND LABOUR. 

'11he imposition of conscription by the British Government is 
the most immediate menace to Irish Labour . On that there is 
rio dissension, and a splendid feeling has been shown in the 
people's solidarity during the protest strike in· April, when a 
cessation of wmk, such as no country has known before, took place 

· throughout Ireland; and,a splendid opposition will be shown when 
. that blood-measure is imposed. · But this is not the main menace 
to Labour's progressive development in its march towards emanci-
pation. · 

. It is. w~ll t o remember tha,t the opposition to Conscription is 
N at10naJ1st m the main, aided by the Roman Catholic Hierarchy, 
and encouraged by a deep hatred of t.he English Government: 
h,at.red fe_d by an education in the country's persecution since the 
fatal Urnon by each successive Government, and bitterness over 
the playing with Home Rule. 

N ationa.lism and Boman Catholicism run hand in hand in 
!ri~h :rolitics, and, generally speaking, the Republicanism of Sinn 
Fem IS s:ipported ·._.by the younger generation of priests . r:rhe 
outlook of Labo_ur Is at pres.ent Nationalist also, and the organised 
workers are maml_y Republican in spirit. All this being so, it is 
n~ wond~r that tl1ere is. practically no w.orld wcrking-class con­
sc10usness, and the day is far ahead when Irish men and women 
shall overcome completely their own peculiar enemies who obscure 
~~10 growt~ of_ that consciousness . The Nationalist or Repub­
lican ~atno? m power is -as. tyrannical in his dealings with 
revolutionaries .as the monarchical governmentalist. was over him, 
~o unless th~ tide turns th~ wo.rkers of Ireland have little to hope 
for from sucn. The qu~stion is not one of sincerity, for although 
~·e naturally fin~ para.sites and · pretenders among the Repub­
licans, as we. do m any sort of n1ovement, in the main sincerity 
of. purpose is a worthy characteristic · of these young Irish . 
~·efonners. The question is rather one of the correctness or 
mcorrectne.ss of their outlook, judged from the view-point of the 
needs and mterests of the ·world's workers . Judaed strictly from 
that perspective we see how a.wry is the p;rely Nationalist 
arrungement, and how untrustworthy when we see the same 
ba_cked up by that nation's religious parasites, ·who will do any­
~~m~. rath;i,r than become workers like their fellows, to whose 

spmtual needs they pretend administration . 
Ireland is the last d.itch of entrenched Catholic~sm, and the 

development of the various comparatively forward movements 
ar~ol_lg the you~g generation is forcing the priesthood to become 
allied to such m order to safeguard, if possible, their positions 
of ease a~d comfort . It would_ be .an evil day for them if they 
opposed the _ youn~ movernents; it will be an evil day, too, for all 
such ~hen tl:e Irish workers realise that religion helps to keep · 
them 7n their degrade~. mental and physical condition by its 
preach7n~g _of sheep servility a,nd slave morality, of which Roman 
~a.thoheism-t~1at .arch-enemy of reason-is a great teacher. As 
it is, ~he question is most cornplex, and needs careful and critical 
handlmg. . · . 

Considering the. meth?ds which s~ccessive English Govern­
ments have adopted i~ t~eir persecut~o~n of the Irish people during 
the past 700._ years, It is not surpnsmg that their anti-Enalish 
hatred has blmded them to the tyra.nnies suffered by the wo;ken; 
us a cla~s the world over, and so a.re far fr om sinking their national 
lrntre~l - m the cla.ss hatred,- which combined with an intelligent 
c~:1~c10usness of_ the world_' s workers_' class. interests, intelligently 
:-iuiLsed, shall brmg the soma.I revolut10n and freedom . 'I.1he workers 
m. ·Ireland cannot see that their grievances are the common 

. gne:rance~ of all . where Capitalism rules the roost, and are not 
part.1culariyyeeu~iar to themselves. Have there been no evictions. 

·fand _t:fran:r~.ies, high ta.xation, and gross imposition of most servile 
cond1t10ns m other p~aces than Ireland? The Irish people blame 
Englan_d for all the1.r wrongs, unconscious of the fact that · the 

, _Go':en~ment there is but the central c,ouncil of tpe English 
ca.p1tahst class, and uses and abuses the workers in Eno-land 

. 8cotla;id, and .Wale~ just as . it uses and abuses the work~rs i~ 
Irela.n..q . It is all m the exploitation game. Does the Irish 

·_ ~r_orker only want a ?hange o.f residence for his masters, and do8 s 
_h~. exp.ect t~rnt aJi Irish Government will use him less roughly and 
gi:ve h1m. _his aborte~ concepti?n of li?erty? Does he expect a.11 
will ~e -vvell when his master .1s an Inshman and not a English­
man. He has not yet. rea11sed that a master is the same · all 
the w9rld over, that a worker under capitalism is necessarily. a 
slave. 

Ps~chol?gicaJly the present outlook of the average Irish 
worker I~ quite natural. . Few have studied the conditions of the 
wor~ers ~n other countries, let alone ma.de any· serious attempt 
t~ mtelhgently . understand their own; few know the terrible 
histo-ry of the bloodshed, persecution, and poverty which have 
bee:1 y1e lot of the wo:rkers of ~he world during the various 
economw developments of the evolvmg states of society, especially 

during the growth and decline_ of feudalism and the · development 
o.f capitalism. . ·.. '' . -· ~ .· ·- -.~· '_ . : 

rl'he differences of the effect~ 'Qfal.l governtn,ents, particularly 
capitalistic . governments, wheth~:r ruling_ a _ nation or part of a 
nation within, or ruling_ a dependency, protectorate, or colony 
without, are only of co"mparative degree, for ' they can eas.ily ' bB 
categorised into one order. E.~1glish capitalisr:q· has so aJ;msed 
Ir~land that sirice the year 1851 the .numb.er .. of: e:ro.igr_ants. ~as 
4,318,000 (of whom 2,243,000 w~re males, ,and tl_le v:ast ,,niaJority~ 
were drawn from the agricultural districts · @f -the countryf; and:; 
the. present population is considerably less -than- ·that of -London~ · 
rl1he ~anhood of Ireland has· been bled by the ehiorceme:i;i't of the'; 
most mto1erable conditions;. the people _ ha.ve risen vgainst each 
tyranny, but ahva.ys_ have they been callously .crushed. Little 
wo~1der is it ~h~t some of the more wildly -~maginative ones really, 
believe that it 1s the firm int·Emti<?n o! the English Government 'to· 
exterminate the Irish altogether, a.nd that the present over- shadow~ 
ing gloom o~ . canscriptio.n-thie~tening like 'Darpocles' sword 
-and unrepealed in the fa_ce_ of t.rernendous' ~opposit.ion, should 
lend c,olour to their views. Everyone with a. hatred of society 
as at present constituted will sympathise with Erin's oppressed 
people, but the revolutionary propagandist must be prepared for' 
misunderstanding at the hands of those whom be woufd have' 
see. as he. s:es, and m.isrep:resenta.tion and vilifica.tion by · the' 
vanous rehg10us and nationalist elements governing public opinion 
there. · 

Shaw in his play," John Bull's Other Island," makes one of 
his characters remark tha.t the Irishmen, although they seem to 
live on one another's sufferings, don't know what sufferings ar~·. 
A.lthough perhaps ~li~htly unfair, this little bit of Cockney sarcasrri 
hits the mark, for it is true that the ave age Irishman knows little 
of the manner in which his fellow-workers in other r.ountries are 
being treated. Ireland's geographically insular position, 
England's ruthless suppression · of anything tending to aid 
thoughtful progress there, the superstitious character of many o.f 
the .P.eople-espccially among the agrarian populatiQn~and the 
servility and fear bred and enco-µ.rage d by -the Catholic ·hierarchy 
account for Ireland's present degradation . _Although one dis­
covers plenty of spirit., it is- mainly anti-Engljsh or anti-Protes­
tant, and is not the rational spirit of the thinking rebel. There 
is everywhere a. paucity of that consciousness which revolutionists 
expect to find in a people so active- against ·persecution, and with­
out which solidarity of interest and purpose is · inipossible . ; -For 
th.e rebelliousness in Ireland is, generally speaking, an · effect of 
strained feeling, of outraged ah-cl indignant ·sentiment, rather than 
the result cf intelligent thought and conscious understanding. 
. Labour is,. from the Tra.de Union · standpoint·, well organised 
m Ireland, c~iefly .through the activit:i:es of the Irish ·Transport 
and General Workers' Union, but it is nevertheless true that· the 
great majo-rity of the members lack class consciousness, aud ha.ve 
nothing consciously in common with ·other Trade Unionists in 
Britain, and their spirit, wherever manifested, is Nationalist, £Or 
the whole movement is infiltrated with Sinn Fein, and ·indeed 
may be said to be an arm of that ·troublesoine body of anti-En(?J'lish 
'.' rebels . '.' ~'rade Unionism,' having' served its historical pur;ose, 
:s ~ollapsmg m ot.her countries, and newer movements are ·arisimg 
m its place; but ·m Ireland it is of compara.tive new grow.th a-:nd 
may die hard, even a.s Catholicism, owirig to the natl:lra.l ' conser­
vative tendencies of the Irish, coupled with the , fact. t.hat 
ca,pitalism is not so fully devel0·ped there as, .elsewhere . . Tb.e ·Trade 
U nio:g_movement has grown phenomen.ally since the great· Dublin 
~trike of Octob_er, 1913, and in. some ways is very encouraging;. 
rhe propagandist cannot truly Judge now .as t0 the· value .oif ·the 
fl-ppa.rent .zest for anything ,styled revolutionary, for although the 
:vorker will often devour ra:venously such literature, I have .found 
personally, that where it i~ · definitely anti~religious, Gr critica.J df 
Iris.h polit.1~s: he will not take it at . all, :for he -likes pFaise; -and. 
resent&> criticism. A. propagand.ist who happens -to . have , be.en 
born in England is thought to he advancing his national preju."t.llees 
w~1en criti~ising. his fellow~workers i~ , Irela,nd, or their , religious 
faith, despite bis protestat10bfi;. It is clear. that. tlnere is. .a· .stiff 

· uphill fight before the enthusiastic Anatchif.';ts- an,d - S:oci~lists:. who 
are endeavouring to sow their .eduea.tional . s~~ . arnorrg- tb.e ·l_rish 
workers, but the fight will go , on; a$_ it neces'saril.y rr.rnst.. ; 1 r ·· 

. , , .. ~ -G, . R, , WARiWlC:li.,,. ~! 
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Owing to paper shortage, ~ays _tµ~ P,aper._· Cqn~ro~'er, ~o .r,~~ur~s 
of unsold papers are allowed . .. It is_ therefore necessary ·for ol.ir 
readers ~to give their newsag~~t. _ an o~~~ for" fr.e~do~.'; 'i;if.~4~~n"ce, 
as he will not get more comes than are · defmitely ordered · But 
if there is any difficulty iri getting, the p'aP.er we . ·w()uld . advise 
you to send us , a postal order for . 2s. 6d. 'and ha"Ve ' if brotlght: '.to 
your door every month by the postman. · ID' eitber1

, case -.you 'tnake 
sure of getting it regularly. '-. · ' _, : 11 .i , :: ,. • , 
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LYING · LABOUR ·· LEADERS. 

The eight Labour Members of the Government -on June 23 
published a manifesto which is a tissue of lies and m"isrepresenta­
t1on ·from beginning to end. It was issued as a protest against 
the resolution to break the Party truce which was. to be discussed 
at the next Labour Conference. 'fo begin wl.th , they state that 
they entered the Government during a ~ime of over-mastering 
national need, " and Labour has, in that time, exercised an un­
preceden.ted · influence in .the councils of the nation." The bare­
faced impudence of that statement is enough 0 · make even a 
L a bour M.'.P . blush: It suggests that their influence as members 
of the Government has been used in the interests of the workers, 
when, as a brut~l matter of fact , it. has always been used in the 
interests of the capitalists . The various Conscription measures 
have always been backed up by these m~n. All the lies and 
i{J;·ickery of the Cabinet have received their silent consent, all the 
opposition to Conscription .co~ning frqm those outside the Govern­
ment. . When Labour Conferences voted against compulsory 
military service, these Labour M.Ps. refused to be bound by the 
vote cmd. supported the Government. Although the Government 
again · and again bmk~ their plE;idgE;is about r ecruiting not a wor 
of. protest cam e from the Labour men, and the workers were 
betrayed into the hands of yheir _enem,ies. 

. In jndustrial matters it was the same . When strikes took 
phce on the Clyd,~ __ and .in. South \Vales, as a protest against 
capitalist .. profiteering or unjust treatment in the workshops and 
the mines, th~se Labour,M.Ps . always rushed in to denounce the 
m en, and not until. the .workr;:r:s stmc.k , and struck hard, could 
they . exercise any. " ip_:fiuence in the c.ouncils of the nation." In 
every case the \Vork~rs had to :fight not only the capitalists but 
also the L abour members of the Government. 

With regard to the conduct or" the war it has been the sa me. 
·This ri.oble lYand of. eight has consistently supporte d Lloyd George 
'and orthcliffe's policy of the " knock-out blow." Never lrnve 
they N3en known to ra·ise ·their ·voi.ces .in public in favour 0£ peaee 
by negotiafocr1; and when Lloyd George kicked Henderson out of 

·the Cabinet, · foi· su,pporting the Stockholm Conference , it was 
:George Barnes who undertook the job of acting as doorkeeper at 
the . Cabinet meeting when it . was done, and then jumped into 
·H enderson-' s place . And ·now th:at ·the Bolsheviks have published 
the. seciet treaties,. exposing the ·plans of.the Allied Governments 

. to carve .up the ·territory o.f their enem:es, these .watchdogs of the 
capitalists . still continue to · talk of the ·war to "safeguard the 
rights ·of littl'e nationalities, .'' · although in the treaties these 
·· " rig b. ts '' have no existence-in fact, have been deliberately 
trample<!l ·on by the -·great .:;Emp i:.··~-, :0 sncerned. They were very 
.loud -and indignall't about the crimes of the -Central f ower-s, but 
when: Ja pan seized Chinese territory, when England annexed 

:Egypt, and when :·the Allied forces. overran Greece, dis.solved its 
Parliament", seized -its navy; and starved its people not a word of 

··protest came from ·the · lips· of ·these humbugs. They had got 
'hold : of good ·jobs and were determined to stick to them. Their 
· .<i inflilence .in t.he councils of the· nation " Has been bad, and now 
:'they are attempting··to' brazen it out to the end . 

The s'cantlsJbus;treatmEint .of :conscientious objectors., the sup­
pression ·of: meetings, newspapers, and all freedom of speech, and 
the many prosecutions bf'p'fifitefa ·· a-;na· others under the Defence 
of the Realm Act hav.e .ta~rn:n,7placE?., vv;jt.{iout the Government being 
criticised by the Labour .. foe11 · in tiiefr ranks . But wo-rds are 
useless whe:r;i w~ think ot th~ ·Government's outrageous conduct 

:- 1n -'..lr'~la11."d ; i an~d' 'the :Y~i'bo\lr r:gleti'"s' ~shai·e jn it. ~ At our very doors 
·~1s;. ~ .-·~-~&?~tif:'~~s~~n_c·i ~?1.:~t~~f' q~i?.4,~~~_-bj: ,little na~ionalities '' being 
· t'f'a:mplecton; ·antl:th.e eight s1gna'tor1'es ofthe mamfesto are as much 
~j~_sBoJisj;?\~· ~::{~.nY pthe1: ~ir/e~:r¥{~f:the Govermbent . . Th e f.t rrest 
.· anc;l c1ep q'r~at~c.on . of'tb e;. ~i1j)) J?'~.iIJ,~i;s , and Hhe proclam ation of 
'_ $ i_P.11 ·;~ ;re:ll?-_:~; ·:Pr~ar;i.~sa,t\ons ,, \t~In .. q~ j :eµie mbered . by Irishmen for 

many a long day, even if English rrien .litpd womenJorget it . 

T'o speak of the ' ' party truce '' i~ t~ spe~k of something that 
never existed. There are only two parties m every country­
the exploiters und the exploit.ed . The war between these two 
parties is never-ending. ·when the Labour ~I.Ps . _enter,ed tJhe · 
Government they jo.ined the ranks of the expl01ters, but ~he war 
between exploiters and exploited still continued as b1tter as 
before . Pro:6teerinu has been carried on more shamelessly than 
ever · and with the 

0 

close co-operation now existing between t;he 
great groups of capitalj sts the soldiers on their return to industr.y 
will find their class enemies as strongly entrenched as were then· 
military enemies at the front . But, as the strength of the ex" 
ploiters rests entirely 01:1 their ability to di:rid~ the ~vorkers and to 
play off one 'section agamst the. other, a un~tea W?·rkmg class could 
m ake short work of their exploiters and gam their freedom._ 

In only one sentence of their manifesto do we agre~ with the 
L abour M .Ps . They say: ·' ' It is not too much to say that ~pon 
the p eople of this country depends very largely the . future free ­
dom of the world. '' Certainly. It is upon the people, and not 
upon their rulers, that the freedom of any country depends .. If 
the people would be free they must abolis~ rulers and all a;i:~honty 
which rest only upon the power to explo1t a people . VV h

1

h t.he 
comjng of Anarchj sm and Free Communisn~, rulers and au tnorJty 
wiH vanish like snow before the sun . And m that day the ·world 
will wonder however such · things were tolerat ed by so-called 
intelligent m en and women . 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 
People's Movement in Russia. 

Lack of sp ace last month ~ompelled the om ission of one 
or t wo lJoints of interest in the Hussian L an d D ecree . These 
du. uses. leave specially cultivat ed lands in the hands of . H:i~-se 
best able to use them a.nd who underst and the loca.l peculiarities 
of soil a.nd clim ate . Small h olders are not interfer ed with but 
ar e left t o discover by experience the advantages, if any, attached 
to other methods of cultiva.tion. W hen m1able through old age 
or sicknm;s t o cultivate the land, they are t o. be kept in comfort 
by the communit y, and othe1~s ~.re t o t ake over t he cultivation 
of their land. During the penod1ca.l re-allo~m~nt st eps are .tak~n 
to ensure that the plot of land shall r em a.m 111 the sam~ family 
or their immedi at e fri ends , if desired; but jf n ot , there is to be 
full conrnensation for unexhaust ed improvements. And all these 
<':HTUJJgen;ent s are left absolutely in the han~s _of local pea~ant 
council::; a.nd are not jerTym andered by the officia ls of a centralised 
Stat e DeDartment. 

'l'his ... js because this decree was not elaborat ed by lawyers 
or necessarily ignorant capitalist and landlord politicians aft er 
endless wrangling in a bourgeois P arlian1ent, but was the res ult 

.of a . very la.rge number of local congresses held all over the 
country by those directly engaged in cult~vat.ing the · la.nd- men 
and women in daily contact wit.11 all the mtnca.t e de~ails of the 
case and thoroughly unde_rstanding what they_ w~re domg._ . 

In countries still under the curse of cap1t.ahsm and its twm 
brother, bourgeois parliament ary government , professional 
')olit icians control a huge centralised coercive m achine ccm posed 
~f Parliament , law courts, prisons, police and army , t ogether 
with the subsidjsed and advertisement supported press , and so 
long as t his machine works (which ·obviously depends upon til~e 
lack of understanding .and will amongst the wage earners) it 
enables them t o impose t heir own wills a.nd plans upon the general 
com munity' plans mainly concerned wit,h watching over and pro­
t ecting in an infinite variety of ways profit eering and rnaste~·­
ship, on which the position and iivelihood of themselve?, thell' 
friends and class a.re based . B ut in Hussia the revolut10n has 
swept away all these conditions ; there life itself is t aking the 
lead and is organising along other and finer lines. 

Newspaper correspondents have cabled that, a.ccording to 
inquiries made among::;t Soviet delegates from vario~s parts of 
Russia to the All-Russian Soviet Congresses., they find: " It; is 
the people themselves , by means of a. complete network of 
m unicip a.lities, . provincial soviets, and co-operative societies, who 
aro solving the land and other social and ,....politica.l questions with­
out t aking any account of who rules in Petrograd, a~d only 
accepting the decrees and orders of the · Bolshevik Government 
when they are suited to local n eeds . ~rhe Russian people are at 
present engaged in organising the community from below 
upwards. No central authority exists tha.t is ca.pable of dictating 
or even of initiating poljcies . It is entirely. the people themselves 
who are occupied in building up a. new order of things on tbe 
basis of t h e. dictatorship of peasants and workmen .'' And th ese 
n ewspaper correspondents , who think it must, mean primfBval 
chaos come again , are ast 011isbed t o find these keenly alert and 
praetical peasants and workmen are seeing visions and dreaming 
dreams of a life infinitely superior in all senses to anything they 

L 
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have been acquainted with hitherto · and that at long last the 
visions ·are coming true. 

_ F.reed from the trammels of ·strong Government and bourgeois 
law, in all parts an immense amount of energy and thought ::ind 
discussion is centering a.round the search for the real essentials· 
of a decent human life and the plans that shall secure these 
for all. It is interesting in these days to read some of the Russian 
J:?..On-Socia.list papers published in the.· provinces _and to s~e the 
naive surprise of the writers that life can go on qUJte well wit~out 
the customary police and officials, and to no·te t?e many cur~ous 
explanations given by people who never conceived such thmgs 
possible and are genuinely astonished ~.t the happy results. 

I wonder if any of the framers and supporters of the new 
Emigration Bill to hinder people from going where they_ choose 
had in mind the possibility that · t~e most .n:entally active _and 
capable amongst the younger slnlled British workers t?ight 
emiarate to Russia, where it is possible they would receive a 
frie~dly welcome and where at least they _would not be producing 
incomes for profiteers and interest tor war loans, but W?uld be 
using their energies to create wealth th~t ::111 would enJoy and 
to assist in building up a grand co-operative commonwealth t;hat 
will be the envy of the more backward races that up to then 
will not have succeeded in carrying through their own Social 
Revolution. 

Plot against Anarchists in Switzerland. ' 

The bourgeois State is the same essentia~ly ·_evil thing in _all 
countries; the intrigrn~s · of lawmakers , the preJudice an~ bruta~ity 
of law administrators, from judges and lawyers to police, spies, 
and agents provocateur, are al~ standardized and reappear 
regularly every time it is a question of def_ending capitalism and 
authority. . 

We are strikingly reminded of this by the case of about_ a 
score of comrades, including Luigi Bertoni, editoT of Le Rev~i'l, 
and Jeanne Pidoux, arrested in Switzerland in connection with 
the police " discoveries " of a bomb plot at Zurich. 

In Switzerland a burglar or murderer has various legal 
rights; the preliminary examinations by a judge_ can1?-ot be pro­
longed indefinitely without application to a special tnbuna.l, the 
defence can employ a lawyer and examine the dossier, a~d · 
publicly refute the evidence if possible. But a law passed m 
1853 withdraws all these ''guarantees '' from po1itical suspects, 
who are handed over to the uncontrolled t ender mercies of the 
examining judge. 

Our comrades were arrested several weeks ago. They ::tre 
not allowed to see a lawyer or friends (for all the world like Irish 
Sinn Feiners in English gaols) and the judge Otto Heuser is 
carrying on the " "investigation " in strict secrecy, a part from 
~terviews and hints he gives, the bourgeois press for the purpose 
of prejudicing his victims amongst th~ general public. Jeanne 
Pidoux, who has been weakened by a long illness, and is shortly 
expecting a baby, was arrested in 'her bed at 3 o'clock in the 
morning by eight policemen, and against the protest of her 
doctor was conveyed from Geneva to Zurich, neither her husband 
nor mother being allowed to see 'her . Bertoni and a French 
deserte;r Wern arrested during the morning and also taken to 
Zurich, where on the o.rders of this judge they are buried in the 
Bastille and all further .information about them ceases; We are 
unable even to learn what they are charged with. 

Some facts bearing on the case are these :-Last November a 
store of bombs was discovered in Zurich belonging to an Italian, 
Gino Andrei, acting as spy fort.he German Government. Various 
highly placed diplomatic. officials seemed involYed in th~ case, 
which has not yet been tried in Switzerland and is still hidden 
by a judicial fog. He has been tried by court martial .at Home 
and sentenced in his absence to death for spying and high treason. 
Another case of explosives at Lugano was connected with the 
German Consul there. It seems these Government officials would 
like to transfer attention 'from their doings to Anarchists, and so 
an Anarchist plot has been conveniently discovered at Zurich. 
Some bombs were found in a private house as soon as our com­
rades arrived there. Bertoni's rooms were ra.ided and in his 
absence the police found as ·efiisily as usual some compromising 
document. For the last 20 years Bertoni, " the sower of ideas," 
has delivered about 100 iectures yearly in various parts . o.f 
Switzerland, ge,nerally staying with domrades. At Zurich he 
frequently stays with a baker, who has,. been arrested bec·ause one 
of his · workmen was imprisoned-. Neither Bertoni· nor Jeanne 
Pidoux seem acquainted with the Italian comrades arrested at 
Zurich apart from sending to their order Anarchist publications. 
Jeanne Pidoux is said to have visited Zurich some time or other, 
but it is hot :certain that she has ever seen the town. 

A11 that is certain is . that all these comrades _are . well lrn<Ywn, 
intelligent, steady workers., full of a generous faith in the po'ssi­
bility of realizing social justice in our day, and therefore looked 

on as people . to pe prev~nte~ from carry~ng on their propaganda 
in these dangerous days . But th~ir ideas are marching on and 
constantly gaining new ground, and af.ter aU the only way to 
prevent the recurrence of these infamies is the complete over­
throw of capitalism and the State. 

FREE EDUCATION. 

. Recent events have brought into prominence once more the 
subject of education. By some kind of practical argument it is 
assumed that the children, especially those of working-class 
parents, are not, by reason of their lack of educational attainments, 
getting -out of life all they might do. The effect we admit; the 
ea use we aeny. 

It isi because the produce of the labourer is being kept back 
from him by fraud that his children do not enjoy all the sweetness 
and holiness and health of life. Will any Education Act right 
this ? And in reply we shall be t.old that the more education the 
children get, the sooner will th~y demand their right. 

In such reply there is a tremendous fallacy ; education is 
being confused with instruction. Instruction can bG given under 
compulsion; education c·annot. 

Let us, be quite clear on the matter. _Our children may, in 
schools provided an~ subsidised by the State, at which attendance 
is compulsory, be instructed, but educated they cannot be. 

What sort of instruction is it that is given in the ordinary 
elementary school ? The three R 's of courne--:-employers must 
be provided with employees who can read, write, and count-and 
this pill is covered with a little jam made up of nature study, 
music, drawing, , painting, and the like. The saying of that 
politician who, after the passing of the Franchise Act, advised, 
"Let us educate our masters," has not a little insight mingled 
with its sarcasm. The year 1870 saw the adoption of his advice. 
And while politicians can dictate what instruction wor]:ring-folk 
children must have, they and their friends are safe. There is no 
fear that the equilibrium of the society t'n which they believe will 
be upset. . 

I would emphasise the difference ther:e is between the words 
" instruction " and " education." When you instruct a child, 
you put into him something that is, not in him; when you educate 
him you draw out of him and help him to develop the latent 
powers that are in him. Education, by the very nature of it, 
cannot be compulsory. We shall not have " education" until 
this initial blunder be removed. · 

And we have got to hammer away with what diligence we 
possess until a sense of the right meaning of these. two words 
becomes general among the people. . We shall not overturn. the 
hid.'eous edifice of " State education" in a day. This particular 
bus.iness calls for courage and fortitude on the part of those who 
attend to it. We shall have everybody, Tories, Socialists, 
Liberals, Progressives, against us. Our argument must be, that 
if Liberty be the greatness we believe it is, its essential rightness 
is demonstrable by its applicability to every problem, great or 
small. 

In cla"ys of old, the teacher was the unit of education. He 
began to teach-often enough maintaining himself by the work 
of his hands the while-and the scholars who desired to be taught, 
gathered to him. There were giants on the earth in those days. 
Even in these days there are teachers of drawing and paintingi who 
have their schools of stuci'ents,, at which att.endance is not. made 
compulsory by any Act of P arliament I have ever heard of. And 
strangely enough those are the very men and women who are 
most desperately in earnest about making the. deeds of man 
beautiful. Many of them would not agree w;ith this . writing, but 
their example demonstrates the superiority oft_ free, as opposed to 
compulsory, education. , . · _ 

We have got into a feariul muddle aho.µt this. word 
" education "; we have bound it in bands of steel out of W'hich 
it may not escape. Why should :not the workman who delights in 
the work of his hands, and. can do his work properly and well, 
be regarded.' as being as well-educated as the man who has a 
smattering of Latin and Greek and a littJ..e knowledge of the 
differential calculus ? Because, fors.cioth, we have been 
instructed in the meaning of the word '' education '' by those who 
ci-espis·e good and hones.t work because it does not pay-does not 
produce a dividend . And: dividends, as , every thinker knows,. are 
the visible sign and symbol of slavery ! · · 

So we come back t .o the point froni which I'started. Nothing 
can be right so longi as' this essential wrong is ·allowed to go · on 
·existing. When a man is, ' in ·reality, the owner or the p"rodu~e 
of his own labour power-when that is his, which he has paid for, 
with expenditure of energy, skill , and li£e-then all things else 
will right themselves. On this is the hope and faith of Anarchism· 
established. JOHN WAKEMAN. 
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THINKERS ON GOVERNMENT. 

To show that the Anarchists are not alone ifi the belief . that 
government is the expression of the chief evil in society-·-the desire 
to exploit the labour of others- we append quotations from a few 
of the world's great thinkers: . · 

" Law grinds the poor, and the rich men rule the law. "-OLIVER 
GOLDSMITH. 

'' Government is, in its essence, always a force working in vio­
lation of Justice. "-LEO ToLST<,'.JI. 

1
' No person will rule over me with my consent. 

over no man. "-WM. LLOYD GARRISON. 
I will rule 

'' Gover.Ilm~nt is the greqt blackmailer. * * * No good 
ever came from th~ law. · AH reforms h;ive been the offspring of 

earnest men pledged to- a new idea- wherever you have met them,_ 
you have met the beginning of a Revolution. * *. * . ~evol_~­
tion is as natural a growth as an oak-it comes out of the past. 
* * * Every line in our history, every interest of civilization, 
bids us rejoice when the tyrant grows pale and the slaves rebel­
lious." 

, PATRICK HENRY, who- roused Vii:-ginia to arms against King 
Geqirge, said:-" Is life ~Q' dear, or peace so sweet, as to be pu_r:­
chased at the price of chairts and slavery ? ) know not what 
course others may take, but as for me, give me lfberty or give me 
death ! " · 

BRITISH CO-OPERATORS AND RUSSIA. 
Revolution. "-BUCI<LE. . . . . 

''In vain you ~ell me that arti~cfal go_vernment ~s. go~d, bu~ t~at~-¥ritish Co-operative Societies have a membership of nearly 
I -- fall out.only with the abuse. fhe thmg- the tnmg itself is the four millions, and about fifteen million British inhabitants dra.w 
abuse. "-EDl\1UND BURKE. . . . , much of their ordinary' supplies from this source, spending nearly 

" In general, t~e art of government consis~~ .m taking ~s i~uch on·e hundred and fifty million pounds sterling per year at co­
money as possible from one part of the citizens to give it to operative stores. Therefore there may . be grea.t results from the 
another. " ·-VOLTAIRE. . . . following resolution, which was, passed unanimously after an 

. '' T?e trade of governmg has alwa~s 9e~n monopolized. by ,;he interesting discussion by the eight hundred delegates attending 
most ignorant _and the most rq.scally md1v1duals of mankrnd. - the annual congress of the ·women's Co-opera.tive Guild a.t 
T~~MAS PAINE. . . . . . Bradford. These working women form the most active and 

. .Whatever form it takes - Monarc?l~, 0~1~arch1c or Demo- advanced element in the co-operative movement, and they have 
• ~ra~e~the governr:pent ~.f ~an ?Y ma? is 11leg1t.1mate and absur?· b.een :prompt t~ gra.sp the_ immediate possibilities of the Russian 

As man seeks 1ustice in eqmty, so society seeks order 111 Situafaon as pomted out m our Russ1.a.n notes las.t month; and 
Anarchy. " - PROUDHON. . . . their intelligent action forms a striking contrast to the idiotic 

'' D~d the mass of men kno;1;v the actual selfishness an_d m1ustice ravings of the big · capitalist and Governmental dailies for armed 
of their rulers, nc:t a g~)Vern~en;, would stand ~ year; the world intervention by J acpg,nese or anybody ~lt:ie on beh:~,1£ of class robbery 
would fermen~ with Revolution .. -!HEGDORE PA~KER. . . and mastership:--

." I a~ convmced that .tho:e societies (as the Indtans) w~ieh. live "That this congr~ss recognises that the Russian nation is 
without government, enJOY m the general m~ss an mfimtely building up a new industrial system in which the co-opera:tiv.e_ 
g-reater degree ·of happmess than t~ose who !1ve under gover~: movement is playing a large part. It therefore calls on our co-
~ents. * * * That government is best which go~erns l~ast. · operative movement in the interests of international co-operation 
-:-77 ;:HoMAS JEFFERSON. . _ . _ . to take immediate steps to establish trade directly with the 
. A man who cannot be acquamte~ with me, ta.xes. me, ordams Russian people and so prevent foreign capital from re-establishing 
f_hat part of my labour shall go to this or that whimsical end; not its po-vver and destroying the ideal now being worked out in Russia 
as I, but as he happens t?' .fancy. Behold the consequences 1. C?f of indus.t.ry controlled by the people for the people . This congress 
~11 debts, men are l~ast _:iI~ng*to pay the taxes. Wha~ a · satire is tlhe;refore urge& 'tlhe Co-operative W'hole'.s.ale Sociie:by to send a 
that .on* government. . Every actual Stat~, is corrupt. deputation to Russia to establish dirnct business relations between 
* * . G~od men must n?t obey the laws ~oo welL -EMERSON. the co-operative societies and forces of Russia and Great Britain 

" L;iw m its guarantee of the results of pillage, slavery and ex- and Ireland " 
ploitation, has followed th~ same phase' of development as capital; · 
~win brother and sister, they have advanced hand in hand, sustain­
ing one- another with the sufferings oi:f mankind. * * * 
Judiciary, . polioe, army, public instruction,· finance_:_all serve one 
God, capital; all have but one object-to facilitate the exploitation 
of the worker by the eapitalist. "-PETER KROPOTKIN. 
' '' ~y ne. process1

• can coercion be made _equitable. The freest 
forin of government is only the least objectionable form. The rule 
('.)f the many by ttie few, we call tyranny. The rule of the few 
~y the IJlany (Dem cracy) is tyranny also, only o.f a less intense 
H:ind. ''-HERBERT SPENCER. 

'' Th~re i's no government, ·however re~tticted in its powers, 
that may Rot, by abuse, under pretext of exercise of its constitu­
tional authority, drive its unhappy subj-ects to desperation.''-
JoHN RANDOLPH. . 

Thus we s~e what a loathsome thing is government to the great 
man. The Think@rs, Philosophers, Humanitarians, the men to 
whom we owe the progress of society, have always abhorred 
government, and their· efforts have been to teach men to govern 

. themselves, and n~t suble~ the task of governing to corrupt rascals 
OF even honest men. For honest men sometimes aspire to office, 
hopiRg thereby to correct the evils of society. But they very soon 
disoove~ their mistake. They find honesty a· very burdensome 
tai~g in office, and is largely outweighed by rascality. So they 
musl either succumb to the t@mptatiori of spoils and become rascafs 
themselves or retire in disgust, leaving the whole oornip,t bus1ne£$ 
in the haRds ~f those who have made the trade of governing a 
profitable business, and with whom those who, love truth and 
h<)nesty ·have nothing in common~ 

. It has alway~ b~en those wh0 have analyzed an.cl criticised the 
forms 0f society that have awakened the p~ople to their ~rrors 
and spurred them on· t:e< better mndes of life. Great minds have 
ever bewailed man's inhumanity to- man.. . 

It was the· great HEINE who said: "Thi§ old society has long 
since b.een j\1dged and ~-o.nd©mned. Let justice be done. Let this 
old w.e<rld be hroken to pi€ces, *· * * where inn_ocence has 

-. perished, where man is expl10 1ited by man. -Let the whited 
~epulchres full of lying and iniquity he utterly destr0;yecl." 
A~d V1~0R Hue;o painfully as.~s: !'.What kind of !\iqciety is a 

wtlkh i$ bq,sed u1¥m in~,quality and inju~tiee to such an e~tent as 
j;hi~ r" 

WE~:J).:g&f. Pl!Ik!'~~' the. gi~nt o.ha!llpiQft (j).f Truth · and Freedom 
ia Ain-erk·a, apea~s 1:hu& : ~' \~lhene,~er yoµ have met a · dozen 
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