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.NOTES. 

·•,. To Get Rid oi the Bolsheviks.'' 
_. The -Daily -Mail of August 26 says: ·" Americans, as '\"vell as 
British and· French,~ have now landed at Archangel to helµ the 
Russians to get rid of t~1e Bolsheviks.'' In this sentence North­

-cEff.e su_ms up the real aim of Allied capitalists: ''.To get rid of 
·the Bolsheviks.'' ·All the lying humbug about helP.ing the Czecho­
.Slov~ks ·havin,g served its purpose, and the British . people having 
been ; seduced into commencing the expedition, the instigators of 

·the inva_~ion ·of Russia - f~el fr.ee to thr·C?·W off ~he mask and announce 
their true aims, which are · fo_ overthrow the Bolshevik Govern­
-rnent and put in its place a Government which they hope will be 
able to · enforce payment of the loans of fhe French and English 
.fmander~, and restore to the la'ndlords the land seized by : t;be 
Russian peasants. . This .means that the British,_ F1-.ench and 
American workers a_re going into Russia at the command of t_heir 
·Governments. to refasten on the necks of the Russian workers those 
-chains which they broke in· the Revolution last year. · The Work­
men and Sold_iers' Council hav.e issued a .manifesto to the workers 
.o( the world, appealing to them to prevent this tragedy, but the 
_AlliecrGo-vern .. ments hav~ suppressed it. . 

'The Fig~t for a -Free Press. 
I # • • • ~ -

Our- great " democratic" \Nar Cabinet are still busy trying-
·to stifle: every independ~nt paper in the country. In our ] uly issue 
we reported the destruction by tJie police of the printing plant of 
:Mr. Street, the printer of the Tribunal, the organ of the N-o-Con·· 
scription Fellowship. The persecution of the N.C. F. still con­
-ti:m,ies. Miss Violet Tillard, the general s·ecretary, has been 
--Senten~ed to 61 days' imprisonment for refusing to, divulge the 
name of the printe; of t he News Sheet; and Miss Beauchamp has 
beeri fined ;{200 and cclsts for refusing to divulge the name of the 
p1:inter of the Tribunal, which still continues to appear. An appeal 
h~s been 1-odg~d against th1s decision. · It is all very simple. You 
put the printer's name on the paper, and the ,police p~·o<?eed to 
:smash up . his plant. To avoid this, you omit the name, and you 
·arc sent to prison. Tpe authorities avoid prosecuting the N.C.F. 
for anything that appears in their paper, as it would give the 
·N.C.F. an oppprtunity of defending their prop~ganda,-vvhich 

cannot be done ori a -~e~hnical charge of omitting the printer's 
.nai~e. The r~id : on the · Socialist Labour ~Press in Glasgow is 
.au other insiance of this pol~cy. Her·e the polic:e seized type, 
-machinery,· thousands of pamphl~ts and papers, and nundreds ·o.f 
-.pounds' worth of pa.per; but they do not prosecute anyone, and 
·the victims have no right of appeal ag_ainst this robbery. The 
authorities hope by these met~ods to~ cripple the · propaganda~ of 

·the S.L.P. And Mr. George Barnes, Labour rnember of the \V~r 
-Cabinet has the audacity to complain because the Glasgow 
:Socia~i-~_~s , and t_~eir suppQrters interrupted his meeting i~ that city. 

"Labour· and' the Police Strike. 
The ~stril~e of t)le Lon doh · p_olic~ has no interest for: us except 

as an iliustr~tion of the foofo~hness of the authorities in allowi"'ng 
tlf~ 'ifien;s . g'devan:c·~~ t"o rankle until they had no optio1! ~1:t to 
strike iri -order to get them redressed. There was one mc1a·em, 

· li6~.ever w·hich cails for notice. · M.r. Carmich'ael, chairman of the 
. " .,.. ' .. • · • .l.,. r: . , • • 

·London Trades Co:Uncil, at _a mass meetmg of the strikers on 
:F;i_cby, Ali.z;i -~t s~,- (fe~lar~,d that t?e orga'nised ~orkers of London 

. w.~r-e u1pn}_mous.ly, b_~hm~ ~?e. P?hcemen, af!d i_f the demand~ of 
-tne men were not met withm twenty-four hours all the organised 
-faboGr oflhndbri would. come out on the following J\.fonday. - . B)r 
-":hat authority does Mr. Carmichael make such a statement? The 

police force is" one of the instruments by which the rich oppre_ss 
the poor, and it is a simple fact that one cannot be on the side of 
the .police and the poor at the same time. The police do al~ the 
dirty work of the exploiters. Has Mr-. Carmichael forgot ~he police 
charges during the last dock strike or. the sending of the police 
into South Wales to break miners' heads? Has he forgotten that 
last May Day the police prevented him and his friends holding a 
demonstration in Finsbury Park?_ The rich robb~rs _ would be 
helpless if it were not f.o: their toq-ls, the police \ n·d military.' And 
we can assure Mr. Carmichael that the London workers have 
longer memories than he _has, and . will only sympathise 'yith the 
police when they -discard their uniforms and refuse a-ny longer 
to help the oppr.essors.-

Capital - a~d Labour to Draw Closer. 

\Vhen one hears. Tr~,de ·9 -nion _officials talki~g about the 
necessity of Capital' and Labour drawing closer together, one 
\\'·or,ders when a gleam of common sense will penetrate their thick 
skulls. These · remarks are called forth by the ·election address of 
a gentleman who wishes to becon~e chairman of the London Society 
of Compositors . Now " comps" are credited with being a fairly 
intelligent set of workmen, but somehow or other this gentleman' 
presumes_ they are not, for he sq.ys that .a drawing closer together 
of Capital and L abour is ." what .we must ·e_arnestly strive for!." 
Capitalists liv:e ·by picking the brains of th_e producers and the 
pockets ·of the consumer, and when they -draw closer. to Labour 
it is to' enable ·them to carry on these . operations to greater; ad­
vant~ge. A sense- of humo~r ~pd a knowi·eog.e of th·e ·histo(y of 
his own society would have prevented him making such ·a_n_ un­
fortunate remark. Some years ago a Newspaper :Proprietors' 
Association was- formed, and in seeking to get ..:closer - to L·ab_our 
they selected the secretary of the news branch of the Composito-rs' 
Society as the secretary ·of their new · assoCiation. ReC:ently, this 
sec'retary resigned, so the news bosses looked round for som:::.one 
to fill his pl'!lce; and lo and behold they selected the ehairman· of 
the Compositors' Society, who drew closer to Capital- and to a 
nice fat salary. And_ now this aspirant to. the ~hairman's job 
also strives to draw closer to Capital. vVe wonder whether the 
'' comps " see the joke! 

The "BJock" Vote. 

The Jingo Press, aided by those stalwarts · of the_ Labour 
movement, Havelock Wilson and " Captain " Tupper~ have just 
discovered that the " block " vote at Trade U niorn Congresses -
enables the leaders to smother the patriotic""element in the unions. 
'r'hey deµounce the leaders as 'c pacifists ,,, because they ask for 
passports to Switzerland fbr an inteqiational con\er-ence (to include 
(i-errnans and Austrians). But the block vote has· beei-i in_ us-e in 
Parli<1tnent ever since the Reform Act. _ IQ an election w•1ere 
8U,000 vote . and there are three car;i.clid?tes, one of th~m may be 
elected with but 11,000 votes; yet w-hen he sits in Pa'.rliamen-t as 
the " hon. member for Sheepfold" he votes and ads ~s though 
.he represented - the 30,000. As a matter of fact, how.ever-, the 
voJ.ing at Trade Un1on Congresses "cuts no ice," as our _t-\'merican 
friend's s-ay, unless action -backs up the voting. A Trade Union 
Congres·s "'o·ted against coq.scription,, but the I.;,abour. men:_ibers (o·r 
·most of them/ voted for· it· 'in :Parlfai:nent: Labour ·-voted fo.Y a 
Stockholm Conference,~ but when the Gtwern·meht refosed pa·ss­
ports . LabGrn; took it lying down. You may count. vote?, but votes 
do not cotfot.- unless there is a k'ick i·n · the·rn. J\ wolf does not care 
ho~- mariy sheep' there are; neither d-oes ;a 'G6.verrintent. · _ 

., 

.. Th_e i:e_ceip(~.f. -~ : f~~~ f~P~--~~.f" ~~·~ : p;aie.~. t~ , a~~-- ~'.*~~~t~-~iJo~- t;t 
subscribe- 2s. 6d. per annum. ' 

" 



FREEDOM. SEPTEMBE~, L 918 . . 

IN REVOLUTIONARY RUSSIA. ships have been t~ken over by the community, but ·smalfer ones, .. 
tha-t are worked by their ' owners without hired labour, are left as . 
before, provided they join some Co-operative shipping society· 

Ho~r far are . Russian revolutionists succeeding, by their (a;rtel): . · '· . 
1economic arrangements, in securing the promise of leisure and ·· . A few points may help us to ·.understt frnd better the Russian~. 
well-being for all wh9 s·erve the community in any useful way; and land question. We should remember that during a very long period 
to what extent dQ· their political changes tend to secure the removal the private ownership of land was undreamed of either in Europe · 
o.f class obstacles to -personal freedom of thought and action, or Asia, and that an immense amount of force and fraud was used 
whilst maintaining a stron'g front against all- who would re-impose by the growing State power to overcome the l.ong and desperate 
the old economic or political shackles? Our capitalist governors resistance to its establishment. Everywhere traces of this older 
are ·very anxious we shall not know much about this. The last communal system still survive. But throughout Eastern Europe ·· 
manifesto i,ssued by the Soviets, aski_ng for the help of the and Asia the communal holding of land by village communities, 
Socialists and workers o.f the world against the inva·sions by the and the ideas associated with it, are still a living for·ce amongst . 
international capitalists, who are bent on the destruction of the the tillers of the soil. In 1905, of the. total amount of land held by 
Soviet Revolution, has up to now been prevented from appearing · Russian peasants, 124 million dessiatines, 83 per cent. were held 
here. · · by communal tenure and only 17 per , cent. by individual tenure, 

At the beginning of March an all-Russian Co~operative After the abolition o.f serfdom in Russia, a certain amount of land· 
Congress was held at Moscow.· Although largely representing was allotted to the peasants, but i:t was recognised at the time· 
the moderate elements, it was a v:ery differ·ent affair frO:m ordinary that it was inadequate, both in quality and quantity, to supply 
English or International • Co-:operative. Congresses. Hearty their reasonable needs. With the increase of population this 
supporters of the Kerensky Coalition Governments-, and keen position has steadily grown wb·rse. In ·1860 the peasant lands 
antagonists of the Bolsheviks and of Soviet rule, as __ many of therrf amounted to 5.1 dessiatines per head; in 1880 to 3.8 dessiatines . 
wei:-e, they yet had no doubts about private capitalism beii1g largely per head; and in 1900 to only 2. 7 dessiatines per head. 
a thing of the past. They proceeded in ·a cautious but practical According to · Zemstvo investigations, some time before the 
way to consider how they could construct a voluntary co-operative Revolution, about one-third of the village population had a surplus· 
organisation of production and distribution tha~ should take its of grain and food stuffs which they could sell; one-third produced 
place; - But they were unable quite to free themselves from the just sufficient for the needs of their households; and the. other 
prejudices due to their capitalist and State education and training. one-third did not produce sufficient for their own small wants, and 
They cast wistful glances backwards in the direction of the were ob.liged to obtain it by further work in home industries, with 
vanished Constituent Assembly, hoping for some miracle by which richer farmers or landowners, or in capitalist works o.f v.arious 
its ghost might in some way or, other materialise. The definite kinds. 
destruction of the parliamentary fetish, and recognition· of the In the province of Saratov, during the war, the number of 
political State as a detestable coercive machine, well adapted to peasant households that have a ·horse has decreased by 10 per 
serve the general interests of capitalism, but with no part to play cent, and those that have a cow has decreased by 5. 7 per cent. 
in a society of free men and women, is of ·course one of the · great On the other hand,. the payment o.f military allowances, Govern­
gains of the Soviet Revolution. ment requisitions, and high prices of agricultural produce have 

These moder~te Russian Co-operators did not vote for an brought a much larger amount o.f money into the villages, which 
economic '' war after the war," but urged_ the necessity of a has resulted in an enormous strengtheniIJg of various Co:..operative 
speedy restoration .and strengthening of .the activities of the Inter- organisations. 
national Co~operative Alliance, and instructed the Council " to A few facts for the consideration of the workmen and 
ta-ke all possible meas~res for_ the resumption of International Socialists who are spending their en~rgies and ri?king their. health 
Co-operative i:_elations and for the convocation of an International and lives in the endeavour to regain the oil-producing d1strict 
Co-operative Congress · as soon as conditions exist making the around Baku for capitalist exploitation. The companies, carried'. 
realisation of these aims· practicable." As one Russian on by Allied capitalists, that are engaged in the petroleum industry 
Co-operative paper said, "Frontier posts and State boundaries at Baku have a total capital of about £40,000,000, of which 
are not compulsory for Co-operation." They previously tried, a £20,000,000 belong to the 70 British companies which ·exploit 
year; ago 1 ~o get an International Co-operative Conference called 1 a great conglomeration o.f different races in their oil weils and 
but were rebuffed by the timidity and governmentalism of the refineries there. Last March the local Soviets took . possession of 
moderates amongst English and other Co-operators: the plant in this district, and have since been working it in the 
· Their -resolutions speak of "the permanent aim of interest of the whole community, the local People's Commiss·ary 
Co~dperation " as being the " transferring of capitalist concerns having confirmed the Decree nationalising . the oil industry, and· 
to the possession of the .labouring masses." In their bold "schemes declaring petroleum, naphtha, and all its products and by­
for ec~onomic reconstruction they were anxious to work with the products a Government monopoly. It is in accordance with the 
Co-operative Societies of other countries, but thought it would be nature and functions of capitalist Governments that they should 
necessary for a time to combine with foreign capitalist firms, both want to send machine . guns and high explosives against these· 
for the home and export trade, inviting them to open branches in workmen, who refuse to be exploited any longer for the benefit of 
Russia, under the condition that they should have the right of . the unknown shareholders in these capitalfat companies. They 
buying them out on agreed te~ms and dates. The.y wanted to readily marched troops through Pe~sia, a neutral country (not 
attract " hoarded capital" to the-ir societies. They hoped to Belgium); if necessary they wpuld send men through Hades. But 
organise on Co .. operative lines the agricultural and industr.ial what. are the · work):Tlen, Socialists, Co-operators, and democrats 
enterprises that were formerly conducted on the big estates. The . ,,_,ho compose these armies thinking about? · They have often 
Congress proceeded at once to create various organisations for downed tools for infinitely smaller things than this. · 
~ealing- with the diffe~nt a:rticles available for .export-grain, Jn Bessarabia, which was a part of Russia before the Brest-

·' timber and forest products, meat, eggs, bl_ftter, _fruits, vegetables, Litovsk treaty, an Agrarian Committee· has decided . on the 
and hemp; j or the purchase of supplies at home and abroad, and expropriation of private land, and the handing of it over, together 
their transport. and storage in cold stores, elevators, etc. . with all implements, ·etc., to peasant organisations. ~xisting-

The turnover of the Russian Co-operative Bank increased owners ?re allowed to retain a certain fixed amount, . under 
from about one hundred ·and ten · million roubles in 1814 to over regulations drawn up by the Committee . · 
three thousand million roubles in 1917. Only .. ·4,450 Co-.operative At Vladivostok the workers showed their antagonism when 
Sodeties out of a total of about 50,000 yet use this bank, but it the tools o.f foreign capitalist Governments, the Japanese and 
give some idea ·of the scale of Co-operative operations. Allied troops, were landed. These '.'liberating" troops (can they 

·A few weeks later, April· 11, the Co-operato·rs' programme really include workmen?) ab6Eshed the Soviet, arrested an 
had considerably widened out, and, as we saw last month, after prominent Bolsheviks, set up a puppet Government, · and proceeded 

_ conferences between · Co-operative and Soviet orga~isations, all to hold elect
1

ions in their way on the old register. In spite of all 
the· working~class institutions of the country had come to working -they could do, the Bolsheviks won a majority , _of the seats on the 
arrangements for a national organisation of distribution; and by municipality, against all other parties co·i11bined, and ~lected the 
June 4· the whole of the foreign trade was broµght within similar mayor. Foreign troops · still keep _ -all the Bolshevik : candidates 
arrangements, and from being purely Co.:.operative became a -in ·prison, and . announce they will not recp•gnise . such results. 
national business, and was joined by the forces of the Trade What about the sincerity and · value of Labour politicians in our 
Unions and· Soviets as we11 as· by all the available technical know- -own Aliied Governments? _But the labourers, dpck workers., 
ledge and . experience in the country; and all traces of the print·ers and others · are carrying on a vigorous stri~e of protest 
capitalist type of ideas that existed in the Co~operative resolutions against the presence arid doings of these troops. · In Ja pan, wheµ 
had disappeared. ·the ·mobilisation ·order w9s issued; . ;;i:nd the ,first . detachment o,f 

The Bolsheviks hav·e riationafrs'ed the mercantile marine on ·troops left for Siber.ia, serious rioting broke out in most of the 
similar lines to those-.DJil whch they -dealt with the -land. All large Ia·rge cities. The capitalist papers descr: ibe these_:a.s =due _ to the 
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high price of rice, and as being direct:d .sp~cially ag.ainst profiteers 
and their newspapers; some sugg·est 1t 1s an extension of the open 
class \var to Ja pan. After considerable fighting ·" order >' y.ras 
restored by the police and troops. . . 

. In Sib e1~ia the Amur U ni~on of Distributive Co-operative 
Sodeties and the Producer~' Union of , Co-operative Credit 
Societies of the Maritime Province have been working under an 
ao-reement which involves direct barter, without the u s~ of mol) ey , 
u~der which the Distributive Societies supply the members of the 
other -societies with whatever goods they have in stock or can 
procure; in return for · which the Pro ducers' Union coll~cts wheat · 
from their membe\s, wliich is handed over to the Umon of the 
Distriputive Societies. 

Last January, after the nationalisation o.f the forest s , the 
tree-c1jtters in one of the districts o.f the Tver province met t o 
discuss the position. They formed themselves into di.strict. artels 
(Co-operative working parties), made agreements with ~· a1lw~y s 
and factories that used their wood, arr;rnged to be supplied with 
food ~nd forage, and started vvo;k, hig hly sa tisfi ed with the new 
conditions, apparently quite undi smayed by the disappea rance o.f 
the capitalist middleman. " . . F.C.C. 

ANARCHY AND THE WAR. 
.l 

August 4 has come and gone again, and after four years of 
th.is great. war, the people are as hostile towards p eace as ever. 
The chance' o.f a military victory is as far remoyed as ever, ~nd 
although our professed object was to destroy '' )?russianism, '' the 
more we have tried M1e more " Prussian " have we become. 
Whether the people want the war or not, they hold that it is no~ 
their business to interfere, but rather to strengthen the rule of 
authority by quie submission. If they want morn cons~rip?s . 
" very well "; if more men should be .combed out: of certam m -
dustries, "very well. : ' . . . . . . 

The politician s are st.ill preaching a plausible pa~rrn~ism, 
whilst our ministers of religion still assure us that Christ rs on · 
our .side, and all' s well with the bigi ·war business. T~he f~en. .in 
the trenches still have to do the suffering, each day bringmg its 
fresh ·casualty list., vvith its wrecki:r(g of many homes. ·One .:s 
constrained to ask: " Is the forcing o-f this unnatural life upon 
the :flower of our youth any good to the country ? What do we 
hope to achieve by it ? Apart from the more horrid side o.f war, 
what result may we expect from military discipline?" " Yours 
is not to rnason, but to obey," we are told. Is the count.ry going 
to benefit by closing an inquiring mind ? I s it our desire -~ha~ a 
fe;w only should do all the t hinking that is n,0cessary , compellmg 
the majority to act upon those thoughts.? Does riot this course 
destroy initiative and personal responsibility? I think we will 
·agree that it does . 

.· 

LIFE IN MOSCOW. 
A Hussian comrade has received a very int.eresting Jetter 

from his brother, who went from London to Moscow after the 
Hevolution. Writing from Moscow on February 28, after ·so~1e 
i:J ersonal rem arks , he says.:-" I .will g·~ve you a short .~':1-mmary 
orf' events and copditicins in Russia. FJrst : Food c01~d1tions are , 
a t present· very bad, as you must krn:Jw from th.e .n e_wspap e_rs . 
Second: 'l'here is the war situation. The Russian B evolut10n 
and freedom are being -thtea tene·d by the enemies of freedom 
outside and inside, viz., Germany by h er humiliating· pea~e 
t erms which free R ussia 1rns no other option than to accept; 
then there is Houm~nia , at on e t ime the ally of Russia , is nmv 
·bryino· to seize territory from her; and there are 'the. Ukraine and 

· Siberia , where seriou s fighting js. taking place . . . . The ch ange 
in Huss:ia, poht-ically and economically, is simply marvel~ous . . '11

0 

some people_ here it must seem a drea m. Onl y workmg eigh~ 
hol.us a .day ,_ -yvhen they have been us~d to ten and morn , and 
rot.t en pay in the bargain. 'l'he workmen practically contr?l the 
workshops. and factories- this I can say from experience ; 
holidays a ll paid for, and there are a good many. . The master 

' lws :µ o say and does not count. The way it is done. is this : At 
the end of t he month the firm has' to make out a list '01' wages 
O"wing t o the employees . and the emplo·yer is allowed 500 roubles 
for the nionth. This list has to be signed by the bookkeeper, shop 
st e·ward , a.nd a ~vrn:-kman.; then they t ake this to the Commissioner 
of " Po.lice," vvho signs it; t hen it is taken to the bank, wh ere 
th ere is usually a· long line waiting, people coming as :-far as 100 
miles to obtain money, as no one can take money out of .the bank 
without a permit , and the reason must .. ·be stated distinctly . The 
idea · is to stop food speculation, as this used to be done thm Jgh 
the banks , and also to stop the wealthy classes from withdrawing 
all their money. · 
· '' It is admitted by tb e upper Classes and employers that tb e 
Bolsheviks have a firm hold on the country's. affairs, and they 
show practical ability ._ L ately ·t hey issued a decree to th e effect 
that all gold above a certain amount must be h anded over to the 
State. The- trams here are eontroll~d by tJ1e Bolshevik workmen , 
nnct ' they were well ut ilised by them during the Rev·olution, 
moving troop s backwards and forwards arid also t~e wounded. 

'' I might m ention that "vvhen a dispute occurs between master 
and employees , and the master refoses to coneede their demands, · 
hjs factory is immecJ...iately. confisca t,ed {,lind carried. on by the 
'Norkers . Should a m aster vyish to disch arge an employee, he has 
to pay h im three months ' wages . 

" The 1\narchist s h ere are very a.ctive , continually making 
searches for firearms in the ·principal hot els and houses o.f the 
town. A for tn ight ago they seized the-house of· the largest _cotton 
rnanufactu1~er in Hussia, which they intended to make their 
h~ndquarters ; but .it ·:is s-uch a be~utiful place-sin:ply wonderfoi 
- that they decided to preserve it as a museum mstead. rr:he 
Anarchists have since seized the finest club of the Junkers , which 
they are now using as h eadquarters . They are well armed with 
rifles and machine guns . Of course, the Bolsheviks have the 
soldiery _ and the Hed Guards. on their ~ide , and Go.cl help th.e 
people who speculate here with foodstuffs or anythmg else ; t 

The idea of casting responsibility on the State , becoming a 
tool in t\heir hands, act.ing according to t heir though ts in a 
mechanical sort ·of way, crush es individuality, vitality , , li fe . 
Decay is t;he only possible result. · On the other hand, 
Anarchy is · the doctrine of life, it t eaches respqnsibility 
to one.self, it encourages reason, . denounces _ authority. It 

·is the gospel of minding your own business, not handing _ 
it out to politicians to mind in t heir way. It 0-enounces . 
capitalism with its private owners;hip of land and industrial 
capital, it loolb upon Parliament a.s the legal expression of 
capitalism, and that therefore th~ workers. should achieve. thei::." 
emancipation through direct actioi1, seeking free access to the 
means of life, rather than use t;he political machine, Stat e control 
not being the same thing as ·Free Comm up.ism. Anarchy de­
nounces Imperialism, Empire, and _patriotism , · likewise war, 
which is the-reflex of thes·e ,causes. 

dovs 1J.ob matter what it is, even soap or playing cards.; they are 
ruthlessly dealt with·, no mercy is shown them. The train? a re 
stopped before c:iming into Moscow ; evel'ybody is searched.., bread 
and flour, sugar, and other commodities taken av;ray'. P eople used 
to travel from to\vns where bread is 20 kopecks a pound and sell 
it he~·e in Moscow at three roubles . This has all been stopped. 

'' W e have a novel m ethod of supplying the people here with 
the foo d that is obtainable . E ach house has its food committee , 
which buys everything possible and sells. to the. ten.an.fa:i ~t 
pr1act-ically cost price . · Our com1nit.tee has everythmg 111 stock 
al'.).d ·supplies bread, butter, sugar, soap , mat ches, paraffin, and 
does in this way to some ~xtent elirriin0.t e the food profiteer. 'l"his 
commit t ee also controls the house, collects the rent, and carries 
out the various d~crees ·of the Go.vernment ; also sees about 
rena irs and similar things. Of course, rents are fixed. · The 

We are reaching a serious crisis , and a few personal quest ions 
are necessary'. Are we going to· do .a, little thinking on our own 
account? Is the war our business ? Does it appeal to our reason' 
to expect after four years fightin g t;hat. military victory is likely? 
What is victory ? What will it mean ? What will you have- t-o 
sho~ for it? If you place hope in the politician ; the war will go 
on another year, and stilf be as fa)r from the end. It must be your 
Cl.')'. added to , t:he cry of your fellows that will bring effective 
results. Direct .:-refusal of any further particip &ition in the war 
is · the best m eans towards. pes,ce. So it behoves each of us t.o do 
what we can to arouse a public opinion that w'ill quickly finish 
.the war, if vve hav'e any desire or craving for a more natural life. 
This will block t·he passage to stagnation and de·cay . .The exercis­
ing of our reason and thinking for ourselves will create wi th ip: us 
fresh vitality, stir us to turn our minds to present-day· needs, 
h elp -us to wiu back the liberties we '.b av§ lost in our more servjle 
s tate, and encourage us .to strive for a larger sh are of_ liberty in 
the future. S . OXLEY. 

_ co;n mit-tee is compo·sed o:f tenants , and ea.eh house has .its com­
mittee. I might mention that the hous.e in wbich I live contains. 
more than 1,000 people ;, it is really four large buildings . Beiore 
you enfor the house you pass through a gate int.o a courtyaird, and 
here you nnd the buildings. Sometimes .these comt.yards are 
quite as large as some of the largest street.s , s•wit,h any amount of 
houses in them, but only one number; really a street in a street, 
quite the opposite to London, and therefore you do not find 
chilqren playing in the street as you do in London. 

"At th~ present moment I bear that the Germans (th e dogs l) 
are advancin g on P etrograd and proba bly Moscow, but I hope it 
is not true. P os ters have just been posted over the whole town 

· urging the people to take to arms arid so preserv_e the Revolution. 
' 11'o do or to die' seems to be the motto here . " · 
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EQUAL PAY _ FOR EQUAL WORK. 

vVith the above phrase as their battle-cry, the women engaged 
on the 'buses in London and one or two othe.r places were success­
ful last month in their d-emand for the same pay as the men 
engaged in similar work. But they only gained the day after a 
::hort but unanim.ous strike in which they were supported by the 
men. Since then ·women engaged in other occupations have 
threatened to strike unless simila r terms are conceded to them, 
a rid writers .in the press have pointed ·out how many millioi:1s a 
year it will cost the country if the Government pay the women 
engaged 'on munitions the same as the men. Those who support 
the women, hovvcver, usually dem and it on "democratic" grounds. 
\!\ie are rather doubtful as to wha t is meanj: nowadays by the wor<;l 
·" democratic," as_ so many queer fish are called (or call themselves) 
democrats; for instance, Lord Milner, General Smuts, Lloyd 
George and Lord N orthcli:ffe. \i\lhat we really think the writers 
mean is that it stands for equalffy for all men and women-and 
in this they are mistaken. 

" Equal pay for equal work " means the oontinuation of the 
wages system, which is the basis of capitalism. It does not mean 
equal pay for .all work, or equality, but that for doing a certain 
piece of woxk men and 'women shail ·receiv ? the same pay. This 
will not solve the sociai question, however, for it does not decide 
the qpestion as to wi:i.a t is equal work, and leaves the classes as 
much divided _as ever. None of our " democratic " write_rs . said 
that a road scavenger shoold be pa.id the same as a · doctor, or 
the fi~':!man on an engine the same as the driver, or a cle.rk in a 
Trade TJnion the ~ame as the secretary. Of course n:ot, says 
someoqe; that would be ridiculous. Y ou would never get men 
to do the superio.r work if they were not to get superior pay. 
People who argue like tha t, however, have never really thought 
the question out. Probably if the scavenger had had an equal 
opportunity he might have shown enough ~bility to qualify as a . 
doctor,· but it is almost certain that if the doctor had been born in 

the same surroundings as - the scavenger he would never have 
become a doctor. 

Our opponents cannot get out of their habit o.f arguing from 
the class standpoint of capitaEsm. They -do not see that even 
if you abolish the present system oJ.' p rivate property and instituted 
a system of nationalisation of property, the old division of t.he 
people into classes would still cont

0

inue unless you abolished the 
wages system, with its g.rades of pay for differ·ent classes of work. 
Any man or woman who does work that is useful and necessary 
in a community should stand in a position of equality with ariy 
oth<er person in a community. _.,As human beings the_ir wants as 
re_gards food, housing and clothing a re the same as those of every 
other worker, and on those gro:unds their claim is indisputable. 

In our present oomplex society, with its class divisions, we can 
see when a stri_ke takes place . how useful to sodety are the so'­
c~lle? ur~ski11ed labourers. Have we not often seen large factories 
lai? idle because a few of the po orest paid workers ha V·e, gone on 
strike, and the wheels oniy start ao-ain '\vhen they· have returned 
h . h . b ' t us provmg t at their share· in the. industry was essential. And 

yet their w ages, perhaps, were only !· about half those paid . to 
other worker.s. Aga in, cons ider the agricultural labourers. 
Whos-e worl~ is m?re necessary than that of the men wbo _provide 
the community with food? If . the value o.f their service to the 
welfare of society was the sta1!dard by which to judge their wages, 

they should be paid , at 1.eas_t as much as a member of Parliament; 
yet whiist the latter gets £400 a year, the agricultural labour~r 

· prior to the war had to be sati.sfied with anything from 12s. to 
18s. a week. Which sno:ws wha.t a topsy-tur vy society we live in. · 
The basis of it all is slavery, and with the corning of the new 
society we must start on a basis of equality. .If a social revolutron 
does not bring -equality the battle-must be fought oyer again. 

The society of the future must fight against all atternpts to 
draw a line behveen the value of one man's work and that of 
another and to pay him according ly . With the land free for the 
people to cultivate and with all social parasites eliminated, about 
three or four hours' work per pay by each person would · IJrovide · 
all the things necessary for a healthy life, leaving ample time for 
leisure in which to cultivate the finer arts such as music, painting, 
literature and the drama, or .anything else. It is folly to think it 
will be necessary to calculate everybody 's work to see whether 
he o.r she is '' doing th_eir bit.'_' 'V\T e Anarchists believ.~ that 
compu)sion .is us·eless in bringing out the best in men and. w i;irnen , 
and declare that the org.anisalion and labour whic)1 would be 
necessary to check eyeryone's wor k would be more costly; to . the 
co1;rnrn,mity than the few shirker s who mig ht ea t a nd drink from 
the common store without helping in !he work of production. 

Many Socialists say to us: ''Your Anarchist ideas a re very 
good, but in the change from capitali~m< to the free society ?f 
the future -some form of government will De necessary to keep in 
check the unsocial elements. which a re a legacy from the o1d 
society." To which we reply that you are more likely to coun~er­
act the evil tendencies in these individu als by openly \velcom mg 
them as comrades who are free to share the necessaries of life 
with you.rselv.es 'than you would by continuing th e prison a nd 
police system of the barbaric society you have just overthrow~1. 

'' Equal pay for equal work '' . m ay be a good motto for a 
c::t.pitalist state of society, but " Equality for all " ·1nust be the 
mo.tto for any society which wi shes to be fr ee. Beware of the 
men and wom~n who want to rule you for you r g ood! 

THE' PRINClPLES OF GOVERNMENTS. 

What are the p1;inciples of all governm ents? 'ro m ake the 
people :fitter for freedom and t o give it them a-s they become fit ? 
Not at all. Tl1e obj ect of a.II g·overnrnents .and all educa.ted classe5 
has been to establish ty_!' aDnies, t o st an dardise men as ·much ag 
possible, to turn them all out of t he same mould, t o stifle fr eedom, 
They do this on the pret ext of civilisation , because civilisa.tion ha_s 
nevex- meant freedom. They ne-Ver study· human life in order t~ 
understa.rnl it and develop it; they never t ry to understand wherein 
happiness consists and pursue it. They t ake · as an a.xiom that 
human nature is evil; -they then retire into ·hheir inner cons.cious­
ness and imagine a '' perfect m an , '' and h aving done t his , t hey 
use every power they have to l'educe humanity to t h at s tamlard. 
And because freedom revolts they try to reduce freedom as m uch 
as pos'sible, especially by education , so t hat no man should think 
for himself, but blindly and dumbly accept them as masters . The 
world grows more unhappy and. restless in consequence , · and the 
remedy is a.lwa-ys more and m ore coercion.. That is t he ideal of all 
classes , from the highest to the lowest, from the heredita.ry 
legislator to the socialist and syndicalist. 

It is exactly the same thing with the social t rouble and the sex 
trouble. They all arise from a lack of freedom and a lack of 
intellig,ence, and the cure proposed is less freedom ·than there is 
now and less intelligence. In fact, all the ideas that people have 
in the face of trouble is· to change· mast ers and still further reduce 
freedom. A country, a class, a sex , is discontented. What js the 
pr9posed cure ? Ereedom for each sex, class or country t o manage 
its own affairs, and wider freedom for individ uals in each, a widl~r 
understanding of differences? Not in the least. "Change the 
gc-verning class a.nd make the laws more stringent yet,'' is the r,ry. 
So-ciaJism is the '' cure '' t o a.rist ocracy, · and to _h and over the 
government to women ~he " cure" of the sex trouble. " Huma'n 
nature is evil; repress it,'' is the fr10tto of modern civilisations even 
more than of old ones. · Can you wonder , tb en, that human n"ature 
revdts in wars? · 

If, then, we are to avoid war, we must there;fo.r e make new 
civilisations, whose objectiv~ is the sam e as that, of evolution , 
namely, an ever-increasing freedom , variet y and intelligence, _ not 
in or for a class or <Classes ,' but for everyon e and fo.r all humanity . 
Everyone has an equal right to this-, and jt is for the benefit of the 
whole that ·nq pa-rt of the nation, no individual e~ren in the nation, 
nor in any other nation, should be deprived of hi s just development, 
and his proper freedom. 

H. FrnLDING HALL in " The Nature of \iV ar and 
its Causes.'' 
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THE WAY OUT. 

The Allies have celebrated the commencement of the fifth year 
of war in characteristic fashion. They have demonstrated th.eir 
ability to fight for frned.om and democracy .by invad~ng Rus~ia 
and Siberia, and making war upon the Soviet Counci~s. \tVith 
clistomary hypocrisy they appear to stretch out the nght. hand . 
in friendship, but cautiously hide the· we~po~~ of war ~eld 1.n the 
left. !\.? the N aiion of August 10 puts 1t: We are i:ivaduw .a 

·neutral oountry and · assailing men w_?o are defendmg their 
reyolutiona•ryfreedom. We are doing, in .short, wl:at the.Germans 
have done from FinlaQ.d to Odessa .. " - We went mto1 this war to 
fight, it is said, German milit<:trism; but Britain, true t~· her 
traditions, kept her eye on · the main chance. We are rernmded 
of \i\Tashington Irving's sketch of "John Bull": 

'' He is continually volunteering his services · to settle his 
neighbours' affairs, and takes it ~n. gi;·eat dt;dgeo;n if th.ey engage 
in any matter of consequence w1tnout askmg his advice. . . . 
Be . c~nnot hear Qf a. quarrel between the most distant of his . 
neighbours but he begins incontinently to fumble with the head 
of his cudgel, and consider whether intetest or honour-· does not 
require that .he should meddle in their brnils. . . . . All that 
I wish is that John's present troubles may teach him more 

. prudenc,:e in future; that he may ceas~ to distress hi.s mind about 
other people's affairs; .that he may give up the frmtles~ a~tcmi::t 
to promote the good o.f his· neighbours and the peace and hap~1-
ness of the world, ·by dint of ·the cudgel; that he may remam 
quietly at home; gradually get his house into repair.'' 

The real cause of this new Allied military expedition is not far 
to seek. The continued existence of Russian Bolshevism is, a~d 
will remain a menace and challenge to capitalism all over the 
w~·rld. Th~refore the microbe must be sterilised in the land of 
its ongm. The financiers, being anxious about those Russian 
loans mean to enforce repayment. . Moreover they know that 
Russia and Siberia are extremely rich in valuable minerals. The 
little adventure is worth ·the risks,· particularly when the Allies 
a ppear as the great liberatoi's .of the Russian people from ~he 
impossible Bolshevik .tyranny, which oddly. enough is sanctioned 
by the great mass of the population. Thus do we fi~d Cana?ian.s, . 
Japanese and Americans shooting down our one-time Allies m 
order that capitalism may be re-established. 

. Meanwhile, at home, a few ·of the less reckless financier~ da~e 
to face our financial position. They assure us that from berng m 
the enviable position of a creditor we have become a debto: nation. 
Our National · Debt was about £660,000,000 'in August, 1914. If 
the war continues, by March next it will stand at some 
£8,000,000,000. This will need £700,000,000 revenue to keep 
the ship of State afloat. But we are faced with the problem of 
p1 ovidii.i.g this enormous sum out of an impoverished nation. The 
trade o-oose that laid the golden egg has been killed by the war, 
and a~ ever-incre::tsing army of rion-producing St;lte functionaries 
has to be maintained by the working population. . Mr. 
Molteno, M.P :, informed a recent audience at Essex- Hall thrtt our 
ordinary expenditure of £700,000,000 represented the work of 
7i000,000 men for a whole year. Now when we consider our 
army of 5,000,000 men, possessing, as they do, a higher wage­
ear~ing capacity · than any other '\vorkers because of thei~ physical 
fitness, we ·begin to understand how utterly impoverished the 
whole of the workers in this country will remain for many genera­
tions to come . 

.Assuredly, John Bull sadly needs to get his own house into­
repair. The workers show increasing signs of restlessness, 
Ireland is in active revolt, and the great ., ma~s of the people are 
thoroughly war-weary. Yet the same recklessness marks the 
policy of the men who rule us. Engaged in sundry wars spread 
over three contin.ents, there is no time. left to consider the wishes 
or the needs of the humble people who " carry on " in this most 
blessed i;le. We merely pay the piper-they call the· .tune, a?d 
it is the working classes of this country who will have to .provide 
the means for crushing the Russian working classes~ For we are 
moving round in ·a vicious circle, incapable of extricating ourselves 
from an impossible position. We obey the old party leaders and 
vote them into office, although we know that our interests are 
opposed to those who m~rely use us as pawns. The cry of a 
corning general election finds us responsive to the usual clap-trap 
of the party officials. \-Ve hasten to assist in voting away our 
human ricrhts. We place ourselves unreservedly in our so-called 

can we rid ourselves of the war incubus. The Government uses 
both workers and consumers in the service of its financial masters; 
but it has not yet occurred to the people _ of this country that as 
workers and consumers their interests are diametrically oppose.d 

""1:0 those of the Government. vv·hen they realise that it is 
impossible tc:1 fight tlie Government by the mere act of returning 
men to sit in Parliament. and so become puppets of the execufr~r,e, 
they wiU begin to think of themselves as just worker? and con­
sumers, and organise as such. As individually they· become 
conscious of their power they will unite in order to .protect their 
own interests. The Government then becomes· superfluous and a 
prehistoric soirt of institution that has survived an inglorious past. 

Thus . our sole hope for the future lies in Co-operative effort 
in the workshop, factory, office, store and home. To those ~ho 
still doubt the possibility of Communism let them reflect upon that 
£700,000,000 yearly revenue which will have to be provided, and 
the vast ·army of officials necessary .·for its collection. Also let us . 
remember that already the financie1;s ·. have laid their schemes for 
'' reforms '' and reconstruction after the war. Then we shall iearn 
tci ignore the ballot box and seek our own salvation by means of 
direct action. M.B.H. 

ARTHUR LEWIS ON . KROPOTKIN. 

Lewis, in his book , '' "Vital Problems in Evolution,·' says: 
'' Kropotkin .reached the third mental stage, the positive, jn bis 

·views on biology', but be never· emerged from the second mental 
stage-the metaphysical-in bis political and ·social theories.'' 
The mental stages referred to by L'ewis are those postulated by 
August Comte; namely, the first · or theological, . sec.0nd or 
metaphysical, and the third or positive. Those stages, he con­
t ended, are successively experienced by mankind in its upward. 
progress from savagery to' civilisation. Lewis agrees with. Com~e 
that each individual comes through each of those stages m their· 
proper evolu,tionary order; just as Haeckel · has proved that the_. 
embryo always passes through or shows signs of every well~ 
marked differing physical form of its ancestors. 

Though it is not intended to discuss the truth of Comte's 
theory in this essay, one may legitimately point out that there 
is an easily recognised difference of construction betw~en a fish 

·and a human being; ·but it has yet to be proved that the same 
is. true of the brain of a meta.physician . and the brain of a 
Positivist. Leyvis himself recognises this when he sa:ys: "· The 
minds of most men are ar1 incongruous mixture of all three. 
stages." 

One wonders what Lewis thought of Comte's theory, when 
in " Science and Superstition " be wwte: " There is no organic 
process by which beliefs can be made congenital. Ideas are 
transmitted from one generation to another by education.'' 
Lewis also supplies a .curious criticism of his support of Comte, 
the founder of Positivism or reasoning fron.1 all available facts, 
when in ''Blind Leaders of the Blind'' he says: ''This analogy 
of Comte's is usually regarded as merely fanciful and suggestive, 
deriving whatever for.ce it ha.s from tbe facts often or usually 
being as the theory ir,nplies. '' . 

It is interesting . to note that _Max Nordau, in his ''Inter­
pretation of History,'' thinks or suggests that Comte adapt8d bjs 
' ' mentai theory '' from the '' metaphysical '' divisions of hmnan 
progress used by Vico-the Divine Age, Heroic Age, and Hum a11 
Age. TI,ie mental stages to be passed through by the 
individua--1, as affirmed by Max Stimer· in '' The Ego and His 
Own,'· seem to have a close resemblance to those m eniion ed 
above. 

Supposing that Comte's theory is true, Lewis fail~ to prove 
his charge against Kropotkin. As Lewis praises highly Kropot­
kin 's "Mutual Aid," and· as "Mutual .Aid" belongs as much to 
sociology as to biology, Lewis seems to be contradictory whrm he_ 
asserts tha..t Kropotkin as a. sociologist is a meta.physician. 
Kropotkin, in his political and social theories, is certainly not a 
meta.physician in the sense 0£ one . who personifies abstract ideas, 
or who attributes properties of living matter to non-living objects. 
Kropotkin is an idealist, not in tbe ·sense of one who b.elieves 
that the idea only has an independent or real existence, but in the 
sense that he seems to attach ~oo much importance to the p~rt 
played by ideas in changing social forms in the past. From the 
historical point of view this may be a defect, but as t~e time is 
now ripe for a change this historical fault has great propaganda 
value. · 

· rep~esent~tives' hands, and delude 9·urselves into believing that 
we have exercised our rights and helpe_tj to save ,_, old England" 
from disaster. 

But i-t is just this. mental laziness that is at the root ()f all 
o{ir ills. \V~ cannot realise that only by C)Ur own conscious effort 

ln regard t,o the past changes of social iorms, · we h.~ve 
Lafargue iri ''Evolution 0£ Property ''_stating: '' Unquesti0nably 

·it was the . desire to shake off this feminine ascendancy and to 
satisfy this feeling 0£ [sexual] animosity which led man to 
wrest from woman the control of the family .. " , Bebel' in .. 

. ,, 
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'' \N.o:i.nan '' E?tS::tes : '' The · foundations of priv_a-t~ pro.perty ,, the a.nd social E£9 during . arid after. a successful Social Revolution'. 
fan1ily, the ·tr,ibe·,·.and the ·~tate, wer·e- laid when marr-:ffrst desired They have concluded- the discuss1on of one_ series of questions , 
p·ennaneri£ 'y.JO'ssession o~ ·one wo·man. '' Kautsky -talks of revolu-- and_ 0re _now engaged on c~arifying their ideas on the following 
tionist-ti" tt'tfacking. traditions of thought upon which certajn sUbJects :-:- . . _ . . . · · ~ _ . 
insti.'t'utio~s rested; and . ·a search through .. the works of . the'.. : (1) .What would be the .best way of going t o work to organise 

,, ' ; Mater}alists "' would . foveal further proof of the fact that i:l:D: · equit ;:ible . . form of. production and consumption du1::ing ~the 
J{.rop0Ufrn is not alone in failing in this .metaphysicaf age to keep r..evolutionary :period .and afterwards ? . , .. 
~learfy ; before the work~rs _ the . material basis of all schools of (2) What m eans should the revolutionists in cities use to 
thought. · · . . · . . . . . · · . . establish confidence amongst the cultivators of .the Jand ·in or~cler 
. Kropotkin has also -been charged with , making metaphysi_cal tha:t they may not suspend the delivery . of their produets, which 
a:bstractions of " well-being " and "justice." Without enter mg form the essential basis of -the food supply'? .. 
into a lengthy argument as to the truth or otherwise of this · :·;_ (3) W ~uld _it be well ·for the workers in eaDh trade o_rganis~­
Gharge, it will be _ sufficient to point out that the Erfurte1: Pr?- t10r;i. · to begm. at once the consideration of th~ depn-ite form by 
gramme states: " The socialisation of the means of production is which they will replace the masters, and what would be the best 
necessary in order to ~ transf.orin the capitaiist mode of product~on form of agre~ments between allied b.ranches of industry and with 
from -a sowce . of misery to a 'source of wel.1-being a.:nd harmonious all the other unions.in general? . . . 
development." And Enrico Ferri _ in" Positive -Scien'ce" ;w_rites: (4) Recognising the influence of the Russian Revolution in 
'' Scientific Socialism continues the generous efforts to real~se an the politica~ and econor.iiic life ·of all countries and the possibility 
identical aim to.· sentimental Socialism . '' In pre-war times it and necessity for revolutionary ·minoritieE? to direct the people 
was £requentli clahn~d 'by ~the Scient'ific Socialists tha~ durin~ a ~owards forms of life superior t o those now existing, in what form 
cris.is they would necessarily remain true to the proletariat, whilst i_n the case of Anarchist successes should w~ interv~ne and help 
those designat;ed by them " Sentfrnental Socialists''. ... v:rould not. to carry on lab.our organisations and popular movern.ents in 
The war has prov.ed __ that for a. person to have a p~rtiahty for the general? · · 
prefix ' -'._ $cie1itific__,, is, no ·guarantee- that he will not. b~come ( 5) On the politic.al side, what would be the best ~eans to 
pro-war and therefore a·nti-workers. · Kropotkin became pro-war, take, the revolution being triumphant, to maintain a~.a' co~soli­
but so did his scieRtific critic, ·pJekhanoff ! _ _ "'" date this success and at the same time ·to place the people. in the 
· Lewis simply makes the assertion that Kropotkin is a · wa.y of self-development without the intervention of outside 
metaphysician; he does not attempt to substantiat~ the c~rnrg:. persons?· · 
One qannot say wpether this omission is int~ntional, · ~rnt it v:ill. ' (6) In view of the fact that in ·most countries the Russian 
prevent many readers o£ his boo_k fro_m becomu~g _acquamt?d with Rev~lution took Anarchists by surprise-, would it be advaµt ageous 
~ropotkin's writings. · As a Revolut10nary Socialist, Lewis m1:-st or disadvantageous to cease for a time our present activities in. 
recognise that·this will not be beneficial to the cause-of the Soci51l order . . to devote ourselvea to studying · especially· the urgent · 

: Revolution; because it · is obvious to any candid reader that quest10ns that the existing situation ·is bringing to the front'? . . 
Kropotkin's writings are more likely to .alter the ideas of_ the (7) Would it be well. for various groups to take the initiative 
aver;aae worker,than many 0£ the literary efforts of the Marxians. in editing . pamphlets in which should be worked out in detail 
Anar;hist Communists have nothing to gain by prejudicial what each ·considers the best constructive sketch of new forms for 
remarks on any Socialist publication. We desire free discussion, the prod ucti0n and distribution of the most essential articles of. 
.because we are confident that ultimately the "fittest" view of everyday use ·and the nec'essary. steps to take ,at the· moment to 
the social problem will prevail, and we believe our view is the b:-:iild. the bridges tha-t shall enable us to escape from the existing. 
''fittest.". Desiring .free discussion, we advise those ~ho have disorder and take the road t owards a better future? . . 
read Lewis's assertion., -to turn to Kropotkin's. works, and there ' These questions see~ worthy ·of the serious co.nsideration of 
find the -assertion demolished. · English-speaking Ana.rchists, t oo. · . F : C._ C . 

. In Kropotkin's books one. w:ill find the same animating spirit· 
which i·s found in a quotat.ibn used by Boudin from Sa.da Gunter' s 
writings : .'' In Historical Materialism a practical. idealism is not 
only possible but necessary. This is the reason why the goal of 
Socialism, the emancipation from the yoke of capitalism, a~d ~he 
establishment of a more harmoni_ous. social order, Gould seize. upon 
the masses so powerfully, impel them forward, ·. and elevate them 
~ven ·while the present system lasts.". RoBERT SELKIRK. · 

souru AMERICAN NOT~S. 
.· Our South American comrades seem to ha.ve grasped the 

immense importance ' of the Social Revoluti?n ~n Russia, this 
gtupendous breach made in the defences o~ capitahsrr: and_govern­
ment, which will be widened by the corrnng revolut10ns m other 
:European oountries until, . the whole h1:-ni.a17 qwe sh~11. mare~ 
!throuoh and achieve the utter destrucfaon of the exis.tmg evil 
order 

0
and the construction 1ri its place of a true society based on 

the freedom ' and wellbei:h,g of. each individua.l member. .. 
Ir;i. .Uruguay they organised on Ma.rch 17 gr:a.t demo:rstra.­

tions to celebrate the 47th anniversary 0£ the Pans Commune of 
1871 and the first anniversaty. of. the Rus~ian Rev_olution. ·They 
have grasped the connecWm - between these tw? events, and . 
whilst extending a joyous welco;rpe to the new Russian Co1?1~nunes 
0£ 1918 they are busy pr~ptuj.ng themselves t.o play their parts 
in the · establishment of still more communes to-morrow. They 
realise there. are two urgent duties before Anarchists everywhere: 
(1) ~o spre_ad the light about. Russia ?Y ev~ry availa?le meap·s ;· 
(2) To equ-ip ours.elves in every way, mclu.dmg cle;::r: id~as abo_ut 
our aims and methods, for plS,yil!g a wo~thy part m the ,Social 
Revolution ; .t Eome'. · rrhis implies not only clear_ness about our 
ultimate a.ims, but about the' .. mmediatE? st~p~ to be taken under 
existing~ c~~~itions_ tq . bridge over. the t~ansitio.ri perio~ from the 
present so~ial disorder to Fr:ee Cqmmumsrp. . . . . . 
~ . La. Batalla,· of Gua.d11lupe, l1as, devoted much of its sp.ace 
f o~ sever.al numbers in succession to these 'two 'points and has 

· conducted a _very valuabl_e and det~iled ,di§Cl~ssion by vari?us 
wr1fors. o! poin,ts sugg_est ,ed , by. the deve.lopment . of the Russian 
Revolution. ··By study~t\g, t,he: lesspns , tb;$ ,has .for: u~ they hav_e . 
~:qd~~v~ur,~( to .. g~fo cl~a,r :ld~.~s of wh~atl iri).m~dfa.~p 'step~ ~an be 
taken to exten.d,. · the &ociaJ , :J;tevplu.tjo.Ii t.o· t'h~.ir. S}w_t'i. co1.mtry and 
-to form definite plans for the practical carrying o:h of industrial 
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