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.NOTES. 
At the moment of writing the Press announces that the 

·Central Powers and the Turks have sent a Note to President Wilson 
asking for an armistice to '' take in hand the restoration of peace,'' 
·.but judging from the reception given to the. proposals put forward 
in the middle of September there seems little likelihood of the 
Allies agreeing to this new offer. 

That Offensive P~ace Note. 
On September 16 the Press stated that the Austrian ·Govern­

ment had ·sent a Note to all the belligerent Powers and to all 
:neutral States inviting them to a " confidential non-binding dis­
·cussion '' of terms. After four years of bloodshed, with no military 
·decision in sight, we might have expected that our rulers would 
have allowed the people mostly concerned time in which to read 
.and consider the Note and pass their judgment upon it. But our 
" democratic" rulers are so afraid of their subjects' desire for 
peace that almost before they could read the papers speeches were . 
made and printed the same day, and the Austrian Government's 
•offer refused in scornfuJ and insulting terms. Balfour said that, 
without consulting his oolleagues, and speaking '• upon the spur 
,of the moment,'' he could. not see in the proposals · '' the smallest 
hope tl?at the goal we all desire to reach can really be obtained." 
President Wilson, that great fighter for democracy, received the 
Note at 6-20 and rejected it at 6-45. Clemenceau also rejected it 
'in a similar summary fashion in a speech in the French Senate, a 
report of which was sent to the Austrian Government as the only 
reply. This indecent haste shows the utter oontempt that these 
politicians have for the people they rule. Are the . workers never 
·to have a voice in questions of peace and war? \~Therein is the 
position of the workers in the Allied countries any better than that 
;.of the workers of Germany, Austri~, and Turkey? In all coun­
·tries they have surrendered themselves into. the hands of their 
masters who look upon them as so· much cannon fodder to1 be . 
·burnt up in the fire of battle whenev·er the exploiters quarrel over 
the wealth which they produce·. A Leq.gue of Nations under these . 
,conditions will simply mean a League of Robbers. 

Japs. for the Job. 
The French and English financiers have called in the Japanese 

to collect the inter.est on their Russian loans, but do not put it 
quite so bluntly as that. Instead, they ,use their Press to spread 
broadcast tales of . atrocities. committed by the Bolsheviks, and 
then say the Japanese will put an end to these atrocities and bring 
law and order into Russia. The Japanese krww something about 
atrocities., as · will be seen by t.he following report of a Times war 

··correspondent who was present at the capture of Port Arthur in 
-the Chino-Japanese War (Times, January 8, 1895) : 

"Thursday, Friday, Saturday. _and Sunday were spent by 
the Japanese soldiery in murder and pillage from dawn to dark, 

. in mutilation, in eyery conceivable kind Of nameless atrocity until 
the town [Port Arthur J became a ghastly inferno to be remem­
bered with a fearsome shudder until one's dying day. . Bodies 
·of men strewed the streets in hundreds, perhaps thousands, for 
·we oould not count-some with not a limb unsevered, soine with 
-heads hacked and cross-cut apd split lengthwise, some ripped 
·Open, not by chance, but with careful precision Cl.own and across, · 
disembowelled and dismembered, with occasionally a dagger or 
bayonet thrust in the private parts. I saw groups of prtsoners, 
tied together in a bunch with their hands 'behind their backs, 
riddled with bul1ets for five minutes·, and then hewn · in pieces. 
I saw a junk stranded on the beach, filled with fugitives of either 
sex and of all ages, struck · by volley after volley until - · -. I 
can say no more." 

-No Free . Press. 
The War Cabinet (including the Labour Member) have· ver-J 

peculiar ideas· of liberty. -fo every · speech they make we are as­
·sured that this. war is being fought .to free the wor19 from tyranny~ 
but· their actions prove them liars. Ever since the war started 
they have used the Defence of the Rea.Im Act to suppress or per-

secute every outspoken lndividuail or paper. We have given many 
instances of· this treatment of those who wish , to put _ the truth 
before the people, and la~t month mentioned .the raid on the Social­
ist Labour Press in Glasgow, which was robbed of its machinery, 
paper, and much printed literature. In consequence they had 
to have their paper, the Socialist, printed by a private printer, 

·Mr. E. H. \Villiams, of Bow, in. East London, who printed FREE-. 
DOM when the first raid on our premises took place. · The S.L.P. 
by this means got out the August and September issues success­
fully, but the miilitary were .. determined to stop their propaganda, 
which has been a thorn in their side among the workers on the 
Clyde. · Therefore on September 19, Mr. Williams' premises were 
raided aq.d the business entirdy stopped. Tpe September issue 
of the Socialist ooritained the full text of the Bolshevik Constitu­
tion and the Soviet Government's account of the raid on the British 
mission in Russia. In publish.ing the truth about the Bolsheviks 
the S.b.P. have done much to open the eyes of British workers. 
Hence this latest outrage on a Press that wouJd be free. \Nhen 
the second raid took pface at FREEDOM office .iri 1916 some com­
rades were arrested and taken to Sootland Yard, where a detectiv·e 
told them that the authorities intendeq to stop every rebel paper · 
before the war stopped. Will the· workers allow them to do so? 

Conscription for Ireland. 
Everything points to an attempt to enforce conscription in 

Ireland in the next few weeks. The Government said some time 
ago that unless 50,000 recruits were obtained by voluntary means 
by October l they would have to get them by oompulsion; and as 
only lo,ooo have come forward at present we may be sure the 
Government will get the others by force if they think it expedient. 
St. Paul's words might be used as a motto for every Government: 

·"All ·things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient." 
The only thing that makes the Cabinet hesitate is the effect ·,such 
an action might have on the Irish and their sympathisers . in 
America and Australia; No one doubts their power to seize the 
men required, but they would never get them to ~ght, and if 
English soldiers ·started shooting Irishmen as they did after the 
rebellion of Easter week there woula be a storm of protest fr.am 
Irish Americans which might upset the " sacred unity " of ' the 
Allies. But I rishrnen must not trust to .anyone but themselves to 
prevent the intended outrage. Since· 1916 there has been a great 
awakening of the Irish workers, who are beginning to reoognise 
that an Irish employer is just as great a tyra·nt as an English ·one,. 
and. that a change of . Governments will not bring liberty from ex- . 
ploitation. We hope that Irishmen will show more courage and 
resolution in resisting conscription than was shown by the wo,rkers 
this side of the Irish Channel, who allowed their leaders , to lead 
them to the shambles. 

The State and the W or:kers. 
Slowly but surely State control of the workers is becoming 

an accomplished fact. And in asking the Stat(3, to "fix wages and 
hours of lab'our, and the prices of the necessaries · of life, the 
w~rkers are helping t.o forge chains which will be very , hard to 
break. The strange thing is that they hope in this way t0 escape 
fr.om the tyranny of the capitalists. But they will find they have 
jumped out of the frying·-pah 'into the fire. The State is an 
organisation formed by the ruling class to protect their interests. 
Every law passed by Parliament was passed for th~ same purpose, 
and has always fastened the chains still firmer on .the necks of-the 
w·orkers. . The history of the so-called Labour legislation proves 

. this. Health insurance, up.employment insu,rance, the ~unitiop.s 
Acts, , and other legislation have been used to pry into the affairs 
of the workers, until now the history ·of ea.eh individual -.can be 
traced by his or her employer' and woe b'etide the man or woman 
who shows an independent spirit. ·The fact is, the workers are so 
intent on killing Germans that they. do not notice ~the . strong 
entrenchments which Ca,pitalism is building' at home. " The 
eyes of the fool are in the ends of the earth," and this applies 
largely to the Labour movement in this and other countries. 
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.. Il'f REYOLUTIQNARY kbSSIA, .. '®a{:larned inco.~es; .private tradersund commercial ag~nts, r,Ponks 
.. , , • . 1: .. , · . an ··clergy ;or all sects, officials,4-llJ.d agepts})f th~i!Ja:.te .police force, 

. · \' : \ f 1. ' . . . . . . the s8:cret ~()lipe or t~e speciaJ . qorps ·o{ g~ndai:nte~e, members. 
If the ches "~ighting ~9r :Freedorn/ .' . " The .Right of-Nations ·of th~ Rus:sian Dyn~st,y, lunatics, and p~rsons sen~nced by the 

to Govern 'l{pemsefres," " T'o Make ;t4e ' World:, Safe £,Qr Den~o .:, co~l'.t,s .• · ( . . .. . '.: · ~ . .- . . ·, · .; · . /. 
c:ra.cy/ ' ·etc., , 'etc;, -«fere anything: 5)~~i'et than mere pr'etences. we;. : . · .... 1The. Sbv.iet£3 ;can jmpoi;;:e. .taxation and make· .levies solely for · 
shoula by now have had the country ringing from one end to the 'local requirements,,, and the ' t ci'tal amount must be expended on 
other with the splendid achievemen~s tha~ : alre.ady stand to.- the these local . objects '. .. M.atters of na_tio_ma,l .i~portance a!e _pro­
credit, of Russian Revolutionists; and we should have heard from vided for from national funds. One source of income is a tax of' 
platform, pres.s and. congresses ent.husiastic accounts of all the 5 per cent. on all retail sales . Yearly and half-yearly estill!ates. 
important things: they are steadily working at day by da·y, in and reports of Sovie·t income and expenditure have to be· presented 
spite 0£ the immense difficulties that the ignorant and the hostile to and ratified by Soviet Congresses. The Soviets, elect an, 
sections .of the world are placing in their path; and all groups of Ex.ecutive Committee 0£ not more t.han 5 i;n the country, or 15 in 
genuinely progressive men and women everywhere would be towns-10 in Moscow and Petrograd. They can also organise 
taking heart to go and do likewise, or better. · parts of · their work in deparilments .and put competent · persons 

Instead, we get the speeches of politicians, and the columns in charge. . . · 
.of n,ewspapers filled with the most preposterous lies and wicked Above the Soviets are a series of Congresses of Soviets­
misrepresentations of the real facts. Even Labour, Congresses Communal, meeting monthly; County and District, .each meeting 
and half-International Socialist Congresses spend their time in every three months; Regional, meeting twice yearly; and· the All­
discussing all sorts of antediluvian and trivial proposals; either Russia Congress, meeting twice yearly. Each of these Congresses. 
lacking the knowledge that some hundreds of miles to the east of can be summoned more frequentiy if desired, either by the local 
thiem a country, many. times larger than Great Britain, inhabited Executive Committee, or on the request of a certain proportion 
by a · population three times as .large, includiiig a number of of the local . Soviets. Each of these Congresses elects an 
different races in various stages 'of development, ha'S already far Ex·ecutive. .Committee to act between the meetings of the Con­
outgrown all the . items on their agendas; . or . else · lacking the gresses . . T'he number of members in the Executive Committees 
imagination,, intelligence, or sincerity, as well as the c<;mrage and is not · to exceed for 'the . All-Russia Executive Committee 200 
will-power, to face squarely the facts of the cas_e and realise what members, the Regional 25 members, County 25, District 20, 
period in the wo~ld 's history it is in which .they are living. · Communal 10. These Congresses are composed of delegates 

What are English-_speaking Revolutionist'S doing to arouse from the local So.viets and from the smaller Congresses in cei tain 
·interest . in all these wonderful events that : are taking place in . definite proportions to their number of electors . 
· Russia, and that are developing day by day along lines that . The highest authority in the Republic is the All-Russia 

should be of immense concern to all · 0£ us·, and what are they Congress of . Soviets, and between its meetings. the . Executive 
do~g. to prevent the. capitalist. ~vern~ents of . the world f1:om · Commit.tee appointed by it. This committee organises the Soviet 
crushmg out the Russian Revolut10;n .. by v10lence, and re~estabhsh- of Peoples' Commissaries , which at present consists of 18 depart­
ing Capitalism? . . ments. These include department~ for Labour, · Social Welfare , 

In Russia the . Soviets have recently been occupying them- Education, Agriculture, Com,merce and Industries, Supply, State 
selves with Constitution-making. But they haye not followed · Control, Supreme Sovie-t of National Economy, Health, besides 
precedents in this· any more than in other directions. Holding the usual ones for Army, Navy, Finance, Foreign Affairs, e.tc. 
fairly , definite ideas on the subject, they found little difficulty in · Each Department has !a special Departmental Committee to 
expressing them in intelligible. langriage, and instead of the us:ual control its operations. 
interminable discussions, they decided without -much delay on The Russian Soviet flag is declared to b~ bright red, in upper 
t heir formal Constitution~ Those who are interested in these left hand corner, in golden· letters, ' ' Russian Socialist Federal 

. t hings will find few ' or ~o noveltie.s in the: -principles involved, Soviet Republic, " or the initial letters, " R.S.F .S.R." (of course, 
except in the statement of objects, a:q.d in details like the franchise in Russian). 
regulations, whilSJt the sticklers for " democratic " principles 
will be. hard put to it to find points for

1 
attack. . The official seal adopted by t he · Soviet Congress for t he 

Contrary to earlier expectations, they. have reverted to a Republic is a golden sickle and hammer with handles crossed, 
i·epre~ntative political system lb?<&ed on . geogtraphical consti- rays of the sun showing through , on a red background, t he whole 
t uencie-s, instead of.an administratio~ of public affairs based on entwined with ears of corn, and bearing the- inscription " Workers 

/t he representation of industries, or, what would have been better, of the World Unite," together with the name of the " Russian 
a network of free voluntary associations. Ho'V\'.ever, it is · Socialist Federal Soviet Republic." 
admjttedly transiti'onal. in its character, and is sufficiently free to The first part of the Constitution contains a. Declaration of 
allow for cont·nuous development, and . of easy changes to any Rights of the Working and Exploited Pe.ople. The objects which 
other types that may be thought 'more , desirable'. it is declared the Soviet Republic aims at are, extremely impor-

On -July 10, 1918, the fifth All-Russia Sov,iet Congress tant, and include the following:-
passed a Decree declaring Russia a J!,ederation of Soviet Republics (3) The Congress of tlie Soviets of Workers', Soldiers' and 
-the Soviets being composed of workers', soldi~rs', and peasants' Peasants' Deputies considers it to be its fundamental duty to 
deputies. , abolish all exploitation of ones.et of human beings by another, 

The_ unit of organisation is the local Soviet · (Soviet means and the division of society into classes; to suppress summarily 
Council)~ or in country districts, where ROSsible, direct action by an · exploiters; to establish · a Socialis.t organisation of society , 
a general meeting of the electors of the .lpcality . (the old Mir) and the victory of Socialism in all countries. Decrees- · 
without electing representatives. These-bodies meet twice weekly (a) In order to establish the Socialisation of land, private 
in the countFY, and once. weekly in the towns, and have control property in land is abolished, and all land is declared to be· 
ovel' all local affairs cultural or ' economic. The Soviets are corn- the common property of the people and is handed over to the 
posed of ·delegates who are elected for three months , but the workers witl;.out compensation to the previous private 
fJlect-Ors· have at all times the right to recall their eleqted delegate owners, on the · basis of equal rights .to ,the common use pf 
and to carry out anojihet election. The delegates are elected in. . · the land. 

- the propqrtion of 1 pei: 1,000 inh\1bitants in the towns, and 1 . (b" All forests, mines and waters belonging_ t.o the State, 
per ·lOO inhabitants in the country ~ In towns, the Soviet consists as well ·as live stock and fixtures , model estates. and all 
of not less than 50' or more than 1,000 members; in the country , agricultrirnl un·dertakings are declared to b.e .· the property of 
of not less than 3 or l:rior~ than 50 members. the nation. · · 

The delegates are elected by all workers of both sex-~s. who (c) As a first step towards the complete possession by the · 
ar~ I~ years old or over. .and who · earn their . liv:ing by _productive Soviet. Republfo of Workers and Peasants of all ·factories, 
workof social us.efulness or of national ii:nportanoo, or are .engaged works, mines, ·railways, and other means of' pr0duction •aud 
i:O. ' ·domestic work ·enabling others to do .productive work ; by tmnsport, the Soviet law, concerning control by the workers-. 

· soJdie:rS and sailors, and by· workers whci have become in~apaci- and the Sup11eme Soviet of National Economy fa ratified in 
tated for work. Workers of non~Russian nationality have equal order to ensure the p'ower of the workers over the exploiters. 

,,tjg~Fs with . nativ!3S, or ·if they · prefer 'it · they can . become ( d) As a first blow to the international capitalist banki11g 
i·H.~mi.r_:1l~~eg_,, -~ithout any tro1;1ble~ome forma~ities. The _age limit . and financial sy.stem, the third Congress of. Soviets discusses, 
·can 'he re.duced py local Soviets if they obtam the sanction of the the Soviet law conceb::llrig the ·'repudiation of loans cont~acted 

_(:celitfraFatithority, and the local Soviets decide on the participation by the Government of the Tsar, the lan,downers and the 
'.,' _:o;f •T.tade ,·:Unions and 'other lapour 'organisatibns in the elections. 1'bourgeoisie, and confidently declares that the ·soviet Power · 
· Th'o'se who can neither vote for noi" .be elected to Soviets, or hold will £rmly tread the path which _will le,ad fu the complete 

, .. a.ny, office of· power-,1 or of executive and administrative responsi- vi_ctory of the ' International Revolution against the. y0:ke of 
"b}iity, .· aie ·: Pel'S0ns e:r;npl<)yi_ng hired labol:lr -for , pro~t, living on Cap~.talism: 
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. 0e) The nationalisation of all" banks is confirmed. as one of 
~he m.eans for the emancipation of the toiling masses fu'om 
the yoke of Capitalism. · 

. (/) In order to abolish all parasitic sections of society and · 
to. organise social life, universal conscription is introduced. 

(g) .Ln order to secure full power to the workers, and 
prevent the possibility of a re-establishment of the power of 
the exploiters, · it is decreed that all workers be armed, a 
Socialist Red Army of workers and peasants be organia.ed, 
and the propertied classes be disarmed. 
(4) Expressing its determination to free humanity from the 

gTip of financial Capitalism and Imperialism, which have 
plunged nearly the whole world into the most criminal of wars, 
the third Congress of Soviets wholeheartedly endorses the 
Soviet Power's policy of the repudiation of Secret Treaties, the 
organisation on the widest sgal1e of fraternisation with the 
'Y0rkers and peasants of the armies· which at present are :fight­
ing each •other, and · the realisation .by revolutionary means of 
a democratic peace of the workers, without annexations and 
.penal indemnities, on the basis of the free self-determination of 
.aH na tiolil.s. 

(5) For the same reason, the third Congress of S'ovie.ts insists 
on the complete repudiation of .the ,barbarous policy of bour­
g.e0i.s civilisation, which has built up the well-being of the 
exploiters of ;a few .privileged nations on ,the. enslavement of 
hundr.eds ·of miJ.J.ions of toilers in Asia, in the Colonies, and in 
small countries. . · 

:(8) While endeavouring to create .a truly fr.ee and voluntary, 
and consequently completely s.table union of the working classes 
10£ aU ithe nationalities. in Russia, the third . Congress 
o& Sovieits limits itself to the establishment of a 
basis for the federation of Soviet Republics of Russia, 
leav.ing it to the workers and peasants. of each 
nati.~nahty t? come to an independent d'ecision at its Plenipo­
tentiary Sov1et Congres·s, as to its participation arid the terms 
ther:eof in the Federal Government ancl. in the other fyderal 
Soviet institutions. 

(9) The principal task of th_e present ·transitory period of the 
constitution of the Russian Socialist Federal Republic consists 
in the e~tablishment of the diCtatorship of the town and country 
proletariat and the poorest peasantry in the form of a power· 
fol All-Russia Soviet Government for the complete suppression 
of the bourgeoisie, the abohtion of exploitation of · one human 
being by another, and the establishment of Socialism under 
w·~ich division into classes and Government power ~ill not. 
exist. , 

·(10) The Russian H.·epublic is a free Socialist community of 
al'l the workers of Russia. . . . 

(~1) The 'Soviets in thos.e it'egions which bear a special 
national character may form autonomous regional unions. . 

. . These autonomous regional unions enter on the federal 
basis into the Russian Socialis.t Federal Soviet Republic. 

(13) In order to ensure to the workers true freedom of 
conscience, the Church is disestablished in the State and in 
the. school, and freedom of religious and anti-religious propa· 
ganda is granted to all citizens. 

(14) In order to ensure to the workers true freedom of 
expr~s~ion of opi.nio?-s,, the R.S.F.S.R. · abolishes the press 
subsidised by Capitalism, and puts at the disposal of the workin.cr 
clas.s and the poor peasantry all technical and material mean~ 
for the ~ublication of newspapers, books, pamphlets, and all 
other prmted matter, and guarantees their free circulation 
throughout the country. · 

(15) In order to ensure to the workers trne freedom of 
P.l~c.e of meeting, the R.S.F.S.R., recogn.ising the right of th8 
citizens. of the Soviet Republic to organise assemblies, meetings., 
processions, etc., puts at the disposal of the working class and 
the poor peas.antry ~11 premises, inclusive of furnit'ure, lighting 
and hea.tmg convement for the convening of public meetings. 

(16) In order to ensure to the workers freedom of association 
the R.S.F.S.R., having broken the economic. and political powe; 
of the propertied classes, and having thus removed all obstacles 
which, in a bourgeois s.ociety, prevented the' workers, and 
poorest peasants from enjoying freedom of association and 
action, is offering to the workers and peasants all manner of 
material and other co-operation, in order to organise .and tB 
unite them. . 
, (17) I~ order to er:sure ~ the_ w?rkers, access to knowledge·, 
the R.S.F.S.R. considers it to be its duty to pr.ovide for the 
workers and peasants a liberal free education. 

(18) The R..S.F.S.R. conside~·s it the duty of every citizen 
of the Republic to work, and its watchword is: "Who does 
not work shall not eat. '" 

(19) In ord·er to safeguard the conquests of the great 
Workers' and Peasants' Revolution, the R.S.F.S.R. considers 

it the duty of all citizens of the Republic to defend the Socialist 
Fatherland, and establishes. · a universal obligatory ·milit.ary 
s.ervice . The privilege of armed de:fence of the Revolution is 
reserved to the workers only, while the leisured sections of the 
community are entrusted with other military duties. 

(20j In view of the solidarity of the workers. ,of aTI ,nations, 
the R. S.F.S.R. grant.s equal political citizen rights fo. foreigners 
settled in Russia with the purp-ose of doing u'seful work and 
belonging to the working-dass, or to the peasant clas's which 
does not employ paid labour, and further authorises. .the local 
Soviets to grant to such foreigners, without any annoying 
formalities, the rights. of Russian citizenship. 

(21) The R.S.F.S.R. confers the right of asylum on all 
foreigners persecuted for pblitical and religious offtences. 

(22) The R.S.F .S.R., recognising equality of citizen rjghts, 
regardless. of racial and national distinctions, declares the con­
ferring ·of any privileges whatever on those grounds to be against 
the fundamental laws of the R.epublic, and likewise. any perse­
cution of national mi:m..orities or the limitation of their citizen 
rights. . 

(79) Tho financial policy of the R.S .F.S.R., in the present 
transito;ry period of the dictatorship o.f the workers, is in accor­
dance witib the fundamental policy of the expropriatiop. of th~ 
bpurgeoisiE? and. of the inauguration of conditions favourable 
to complete equality of the citizens of the RepuMic in the 
domain of production and dis.tribution of wealth. · With these 
o.bjects. it undertakes to put at t-he disposal of the organs of the 
Sovie·t Power all necessary means for the sa tisfac.tion of all 
local and national requirements of the Soviet Republic, not 
shrinking before the necessity of interfering with the rights 0£ 
private property. 

Of thes·e clauses (9) and (79) might ,be interpreted as. implying 
Free Communism; clauses (3) (f) and (18) give their view on 
Industrial ·Cons·cription; (8), (11) .and (22) Home Rule; ( 4) the 
war; (5) Colonies ancl. India; (13), (14), .(17) Church and Educa­
tional questions; (15), (10), Free Speech arid Association; (20), 
(21) Aliens.. . ' 

This fift.h All-Russia Soviet Congres.s. was attended by 1035 
voting delegates, of whom 67-8 were Bolsheviks, and 26H Social 
Revolu·tionaries of the Left, a. party in alliance with the 
Bolsheviks. 

If one ·compares .any of these points or this statement in 
general, which .is. only one· of the many remarkable things we .owe 
to the Russian Revolution, -wlJth the current discuss~ons in 
political and official Labour circles here, one will realise how timid 
and blind and . out-of-date all ·these "leaders " and party pro­
gramwes are . It should · also be rememh>erecl. that this has been 
accepted and is beiNg officially carried out ·]:,y .the Government 
of the larges.t European nation, a Government !based ·on a far 
wider franchise, and one over which their electors can e:x:ert more 
dir.ect and immediate control, than is the case with any otb..er 
existing Government in the· world; in fact, none of the capitalist · 
Governments. can in any way compare with the Russian Bolshevik 
Government in these respects. A Government that has had to 
carry on in face of a situation at home fuln)f immense. difficulties 
and wi·th superhuman efforts being made by its opponents, with 
the active help of the whole capital~st world during the last eleven 
months, to overthrow it. That it has survived all this ·and seems 
likely to corn~ out of the struggle victoriously, the pioneer of 
sJmilar o:r better institutions throughout all other P.a.rrts of the 
world, affords striking evidence, no.t only df the hold _these ideas 
t ake of intelligent men and women when 0nce they ar.e fairly 
understood, ibut of how eminently practical and common sense 
the.y are, amd how well adapted they are in their main lines to 
the stage of .evolution at which the whole race had now arriv2d, 
not only in western industrial countries, but in -eastern agricul­
tural eounfri1es too. 

Many comrades, must be as delighted .as I am to be alive at 
a period of .time which sees these results gained.. We . now 
know t'hat Capitalism, and Militarism, and Gov-emmental 
Authority are doomed to what in the historical sense will be a 
relatively speedy disappearance, whatever ups and downs may 
lie before us in the immediate future. 

An interesting sidelight was thrown on Bolshevik · activities 
the other day, when it was alil'nounced that Gorki, who has been 
suppressed, and imprisoned, a·nd massacred several times over 
accc.n·ding. to capitalist papers, had jo~ned the literary department 
of the GG>vernme111t, which was busily engaged in ,publishing huge 
cheap editions of Russian classies, which am being _distributed 
throughout the country at p.rarctically cos.t :price. · · F . C. C. 

[Of cours.e, it will be understood that~ as Anar.chists, we do 
not agree with any form of Cfovernmeilit; 1but. this article is interest~ 

ing -as showing how even a Marxian Government has been compelled. · 
by events to adopt many ideas previ0usly put :forward , by 
.. \narchists.-En., FRJj]EDOM.j 
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DEMOCRACY OR FREEDOM? 

'l'he "intellectuals " of the Allied Labour and Socialist 
parties have met in . solemn conclave and passed, with the spice 
of their usual verbiage, the, usual compromising, facing-both-ways 
type of . .resolutions. 

After wading through the speeches and noting the result of 
their pious deliberations, we are struck by the absolute lack of 
proportion from which they are suffering. The detached view 
they take of the real economic position of the. peoples of Europe 
as reflected in their " statesmanlike-,-·, resolutions, reminds us, 
v,ery forcibly of Nero, :fiddling while Rome was burning, or the 
late Tsar of Russia, engaged with his Court favourites while the 
.Russian nation was. starving and slowly preparing, to fling aside 
ins fetters. Thus Kerensky'·s sp.eech made strange ·reading, when 
he argued the nec·essity for Allied intervention, displaying, as he 
did, an absolUte dis.regard of the wishes of the great mass of the 
Russian people, who somehow or other had to be saved in 
spite of .themselve&, in order. that the Allies might pr.esent them 
with that delectable gift-democracy. 

. The whole attitude o.f the delegates to the conference dis­
closes the wide br:each existing between the rank and file of the 
workers and their '' accredited '' leaders. Parliament again 
exhibits. the same features of modern political development. 'The 
natural evolution of representative government has. led to· this 
inevitable result. The chosen leaders, politicians and states.men 
always in the end represent solely their own interests. Upon 
matters most vita.Hy concerning the people's welfare they dis.close 
a most astonishing ignorance, and legislate and act as though the 
mere mass. of the people are incapable of thinking and acting for 
themselves . .. Be~ng divorced from all the vital facts of Me, they 
show a superb ignomnce of all those human tendencies which 
really make for progress. Th-qs do we see their one great 
achievement during this war-the development of a glori:fi.ed 
bureacracy- onfronting us. at every turn. We are strangled by 
it-it letters us, gags us, robs us, and then whips, us. on to 
produce more-earn more wealth in order to pay for its own 
preposterous extravagances. The impudence of it astonis.hes us., 
and its costliness appals; but still, with sublime patience, we go 
on bowing to its. decrees, t\-S. to some idol of old, producing more 
in order. that it· might continue its hateful existence. Its canker 
is in our veins-the mind is poisoned and we do not think 
clearly. Perhaps that is why Kerensky and the crowd of Labour 
and Socialist leaders. were able to obtain a. hearing at all at the 
conference in qu.estion. They may have been really g,enuine in 
their expres.sed belie-£ that they were the fit and prop~r p.ersons to 
give democracy to the sta!ving out.raged ,European peoples. ·The 
one gTeat vital force that has emerged from the whole welter 
of war-the Russian Revofotion and the decent.ralisation of the 
Russian Government--they were pleased to ignore, or looked 
upon i.t as .something perhaps a little more vicious than the 
regime it has superseded. Because they had had no hand in 
its. making, because the revolution and the establishment of the 
Sovjet Councils were the work of the mass of the people, then 
it becomes · ~omething that must be stamped out. at all costs, and 
their own politic.al creed forced upon the people willy-nilly. 

The cas.e for t.hese fine apostles of democracy was almost too 
honestly expre.ssed by J. H. Thomas, the railwaymen's boss, 
when he decla.red that the working-classes of this country 
"differentiate between democracy and autocracy. They believe 
that democracy is a form of Government in which free people 
are allowed not only to elect their rulers, but. to make their rulers 
r~spo:p_sible ~nen: '' Now, our friend Thomas very palpably held 
his tongue m his cheek when he gave utterance to such sheer 
nonsense. He, more than most men, knows what sort of 
freedom to the worker representat,ive <:tover,nrµent· g~ves. He has 

a long re.cord of Trade Union. Congress and Parliamentary 
Committee meetings. behind him, and he knows the wangJ.ing, 
the chicanery, the. wire-pulling which .is the order of the day 
wherever brother politician meets brother. No person can remain 
honest once he takes the fatal step, accep.ts office of any kind, 
and henceforth becomes part of the Governmental machine. 

But we are grateful to Mr. Thomas for his nice. definition of 
the worker's aspirations. In his s.tatement that we, as free 
people, are " aUowed " to elect our rulers, he giv,es his whole 
case away. Free people neither aUow nor yet elect "rulers." 
Having .taken their freedom as a matter of course, they do not 
compromise that freedom by immediately electing rulers over 
them. ':L1hat is the difference between democracy and freedom. 
By the practise 0£ self-discipline and self-government, we can 
obviate any so~called need for external rulers or governors. But 
Mr. Thomas's reasoning, or lack of reasoning, is typical of the 
type of the political Moses that during the war has been so busy 
acting as policeman for the Government, and forcing the workers 
to remain quietly in their slave compound. 

Such people, on their own showing, have no time in which 
to understand the wants of the people, nor yet grasp the meaning 
of .that much-abused word "freedom." They remain either 
efficient sheep-dogs at a certain price, or else aspire to become 
the politic~al saviours of the people they help to ke·ep in bondage. 
The.se are international traits, well indicated in all the members 
of the political fraternity at the farcical Inter-Allied Conference. 
They dutifully echoed the patriotic clap-trap of the Government 
and were thus allowed to assemble. They exhibited neither 
vision nor forethought nor yet understanding of the needs of the 
people they were. supposed to represent. But, luckily for 
humanity, it will be saved, in spite of Governments. and Labour 
politicians. · Governments may continue to betray their subjects 
and the Labour official continue to betray his class, but the great 
mass of the people are, though often blindly and unconsciously, 
moving on towards the day of reckoning when the canker of 
government and bureaucracy shall disappear. M.B.H. 

IN DEMOCRATIC AMERICA . 

T he c<ise of Tom Mooney, whose death sentence has caused 
much agitation in oounfr:ies outside of America, is still being 
debated in the Courts. His execution was originally fixed for 
August 23, but has been postponed till December 13. Since his 
trial the principal witnesses have been proved guilty of wholesale 
and deliberate perjury, but in spite of that the Courts have refused 
a new trial on the ground that the laws of California do not allow 
the judges to go outside the reoords of 'the trial. So if the lying 
can be ooncealed until after the trial a man must be hung, although 
subsequently proved innocent. But the agitation in Labour circles 
is so intense that the lawyers will have to find a way out. 1\:1ooney's 
defence committee have published broadcast the facts of the case 
and exposed the unscrupulous bribery of · the Merchant and 
Manufacturers' Association, which has found the Courts and 
judges willing t,ools in the fight against the Trade Unions. 

The trial of over a hundred I. W.W. members ended with 
sentences ranging frorri 20 years' imprisonment downwards. They 
were charged with oonspiring to hinder the prosecution of the war, 
but although many of them were anti-war, their crime really was 
inciting men to strike to remedy grievances. Urged on by .the 
capitalist .press, which made o'.llt that every I. W.\~l. member was 
a German agent, the Government had no difficulty in getting th.e 
men convicted and put away for the duration of the war, under 

. the Espionage Act, which is the A'1Tierican equivalent for '' Dora.'' 
Under the same Act Eugene Debs, several times Socialist candi­

date for the Presidency, has been sentenced to 16 years' 
imprisonment .on a charge of hindering the prosecution of the war. 
This is a charge that can be made to cover almQst any utterance 
that is not in favour of the war. If you say you doubt England's 
love for democracy because she refuses self-government to Ire.land 
and India, you are liable to at least ro years' hard labour. 

. In Los Angeles three men · w.ere fined $ 1, 200 each and 
imprisoned for six months for holding a meeting, in which it was 
stated that Christ would not have used a bayonet. The judge in 
passing the sentence said: '' Duty to country is a · duty to God. 
For country exists by natural divine right. Its authority to com-
!lland is divine.'' We thm1ght divine right fell to the g1:ound · 
with King Charles's head, but we are learning a lot during the 
war. When Americans can believe this stuff we are not surprised 
to hear that some of their soldiers believe that the Bolsheviks are 
Germans, and 'that A~ericans are a free yeople. · 

The . receipt of a free copy of this paper is an invitation· to 
subscribe-2s. 6d. per annum4 
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WORKERS OF THE . WORLD UNIT~! 

H ever there was any need for ·the toners of all lands to 
unite in one common effort it is. now. For a new foe has arisen; 

'.a foe greater than any against whom you have so bravely 
contended these last four years; an enemy more dangerous and 
terrible even than Germany. Aye, than Germany. Pray do. not 
stare so. I am fully conscious, I assure you, of the seriousness 
of the menace with which you are threatened by the Kaiser and 
his criminal accomplices. Am well aware of the great. issues 
at stake, ·Of the high aims and ideals which the Allied statesrr:i.en 
have. set thems.elves to attain, but wbir.h, out of mod€st·y (as 

· bec?mes true champions of Right. and Justice), they intended 
to keep secret. Yes, I know all that, and know with · what 

. perverse fury our enemies., in. the depth of their wickedness, are 
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lag behind, we say : In 1 the name: of -private 'property; :. in the 
name of economic slavery, in the name of the chains you cherish, 
of the exploitation so dear to you-in the name of all those 
things that make your life so pleasant and enjoyabl~, do not 
tarry, but go forth and join in the holy crusade against the 
Russian people; put forth your full strength and power; let there 
he no bounds to your hatred and indignation; .s,trik.e hard; strike 
with might and main; and ao not cease till those wretched 
criminals receive their due punishment; till t.hey are laid low, 
bent to the ground, crushed, oppressed, subdued, and the yoke 
they dared to shake off is fastened again upon. their nec~s-.and 
the world made safe for democracy. S. 

PERPETUAL IMPRIONMENT FOR C.O.'S. · 

opposed t<> the realisation of those aims which, now ~hat they are Guy A. Aldred (editor of the Spur), Fred H. Sellars, and R. E 1• 

disclosed to the whole world, should thrill with enthusiasm everv Morris were court-martialled at Farnborough early in Septc1!1ber 
lover of freedom ari.d humanity. " for refusing to obey military orders, and each of them was sen-

Yet, what the Russians intend to ao, nay, are doing, is a tenced to two years' imprisonment. The fact that this is Aldred;s 
thous.and times worse. Those benighted peasants and ignorant fourth term of imprisonment, and that he has alreaay Deen in 
workmen have dared to lay their rough and unhallowed hands prison two years and four months should be sufficient proof of ·a 
upon, the most sacred institutions of the land. Tsarism, that oonscientious objection to miJitary service. Fred Sellars has been 
benevolent system of government so long honoured and respected in prison since August, 1916, when he was arrested during a raid 
by the rulers of all nations, they have swept away at a single on FREEDOM office. He had served a term of imprisonment in New 
blow. Princes and . Grand Dukes they have. treated as · if Zealand prior to the war for refusing to obey military orders. R. 
they were ordinary common members of the ·community. The E. Morris has also served ·over two years already. These two men, 
gallows-the symbol of civilisation, the highest product of an therefore, have also proved the genuineness of their objection to · 
age-long moral evolution-they have •most wantonly done away military service, and under the Act as passed by Parliament all three . 
with. And they have deliberately opened the doors of the are entitled to be released. But the tribunals and the Home 
prisons to the most dangerous elements, to poets, professors, Secretaries have persistently refused to release others, and unless 
t eachers, scholars-to all those that have proved themselves, by the agitation for the release of · C.0.s becomes more virile it is 
their suffering and self-sacrifice, to be the greatest enemies of almost hopeless to expect any change. · The Glasgow Anarchist 
the people. Group are circularising the Press and Labour organisations about 

But that is not all. Deplorable as these things are, they are the case of Guy Aldred who, they state, is in a oondition of menta! 
the natural products ·of revolution, excesses common to . all social relapse, due to his continued imprisonment. 
upheavals. .W.~, too, had our .revolutions. We executed kings No Government-whether ' Monarchist, Republican, or 
and banished princes. We changed rulers, effected reforms, Socialist-will willingly admit the right of individuals to refuse 
substituted one system · of government for another. Some coun- military service. At bottom all Governments rest on force--brutal1. 
tries, like :France, went even further. They abolished the . naked force; and if a Government allowed individuals to refuse· 
monarchy, establislied a Republic, made c,hangies ·in the laws of ·military service it would mean its downfa11 sooner or later. The 
tqe land. But more than that they did not do. Neither they · · new Russ.ian Republic refuses to let certain classes bear arms, but: 
nor we ever dared to interfere with the fundamental basis o.f compels. the workers' to do so as a '' privilege.'' Whether corn- · 
sooiety. pelled as a duty ·Or as a privilege, it comes ta: the same thing in the'. 

It is this which constitutes the great crime of . the Russian end. The Labour P~rty and the I.L.P. have condemned the brutaJ' 
people. T'hey touched the basis. They seek to destroy that . treatment of C.0.s by the- civil and military authorities. But we 
beautHul structure, that ideal system which, with its division wo.uld like to ask them. a plain question: If and when they form 
into two main classes, (lach engaged in its multifarious activities a Government in this country, wiH they allow Anarchists oi: othe~ 
(the one of production, the other of consumption), represents individuals to refuse alJ military service, and to refuse to be taxed 
what the warring nations have repeatedly declared they are to support the Army, Navy, and polic~? . 
determined to save, namely, Civilisation. 

. TO OUR READERS·. Was humanity ever faced with a greater crisis, a more . 
;frightful calamity? Just think what that means. It means, to 
put it brie.fly, t.he doing away with everything that renders our Voluntary co-operation is the ·basis of Anarchism, and volun­
existence beautiful and interesting. For there is no interest or tary co-operation is the basis of an Anarchist journal. Some 
beauty without variety, and in Russia they strive to establish a. co-ope(ate by writing for the paper, some by helping in the pub­
state of absolute equality; equal freedom, equal opportunity, lishing and dispatching, and some by distributing the paper. These 
equal chance for all to live, to work, to enjoy, to develop. It latter are mostly on the spot. But many · who live outside of 
is easy to imagine what the world would look lik~, if established London and cannot write or sell the paper can help us considerably 
on t,hose lines. Why, the .mere thought of that is1 enough to by their· financial. support. Printers ' have to be paid, postage has 
make one's blood boil I · to be paid, rent (unfortunately) has to be paid, besides many other 

And can you, workers of .Western Europe and America, you · items which are connected with the publication of a paper. This 
who have had the good fortune · to taste to. the full the joys and is where you, gentl~ reader, can help. At the present momel)t 
:delights . of our _present system, this our modern civilis.ation, . we are in a tight corner, and we feel sure you would be pleased ( 
can -you look on indifferently . while those crude Russians are . to get us out of it. We do not . ask you to '' feed ~s with War 
playing havoc .with it, are fast demolishing its very basis aind Bonds," but you ca:n send us money orders, postai. orders, 
foundation? Can you remain unmoved at such cri;minal pro- Bradburys, stamps, or anything in that line. We are doing our 
ceedings? Let no one say that it is no concern of his to m~ddle utmost · to ·point the way to ·a new form of society where the 
in the affairs of another nation. H is your concern; Although atrocities of the present one will be looked· back upon as a hideous 
the Russia~s are committing all these felonies in their own nightmare. If you · appreciate our 'work, you will send us as much 
cO'qntry, yet .their ba·neful influence cannot but. be !elt' in other cash . as you can spare now, . and continue to do so at regular 
lands too, and sooner or later must affect your own thoughts, intervals, so as to save us from the worry. and anxiety which an 
your ideas, your actions, your whole outlook upon life and society. empty purse brings. ,.. . 

Money orders or postal orders (crossed) are the best means of 
And herein lie's the generosity, the unselfishness:, the disin- sending, and should be made payable to " FREEDOM :f>ress," and 

·teresteduess of _your masters wbo, seeing the .danger you are in addressed to FREEDOM Press.J... 127, Ossulston Str~et, . London, 
(for, they know the highly contagious character of such· happen- N.W.1. All sums will be acknowledged in FREEDOM. 
ings as are now taking place in Russia), a.re ready to do a.11- The following sums have been received duririg the past month 
to sacrifice your lives, your homes, the 'welfare · and happiness (to October 5): E. Michaels, 5s.; W. Lagsding, 3s.; "~oots," 2s.; 
.of your families-everything, in order to save you: R. Peddie, 2s.; H. Bool, 10s.; J.S.R., 2s. R. Mangia,rotti, 2s. Sd~; 

We hope, · therefo.re, . that, being .class-conscious workers (of J. Ratcliffe, ros.; ,M. A. , Mainwa.ring, 5s.; ;Alex. Smith, .-?s.; 
which you haye' ·given undoubted proof by your courageous refusal R. Gundersen, 1s. 3d.; H.B., 5s.; G. Robertson, gd.; A. Sanders, 
to render the Russian rebels any assistance), you will readily 2s.; R. Mangiarotti, JOS.; Bardusco, 85. ;· Rusconi, . 2s. 6d.; 
respond fo ·your masters' call; and rally iJ'! yo~ · thousands to Moscatelli, 3s.; Bellometti, 2s. 6d.; Delaye, 5s.; Pagani, rs.; 
combat the common danger. And to those who hesitate and Leoni, 1 s. ; Morandi, 2s. 6d .. ; GisJow·, 4s. 6d.; R. Moore, 2s. 6d. 
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'I)~derljing · the =belief in compulsory ofr State education is 
the ·d 'ehision ". that into each child must be poured the same 
qua~tity and(,'quality of knowledge. True; the children of· the rich 
are ·nob given(precisely the samE? education as the children of t.he 
poor. But the· delusion is there, even though the standards may 
differ. Two educational machines are at· work-driven, I amuse 
·myself by thinking, from the same gas-engl.ne-but; the product of 
the one machine confo.t;ms to type, as does the other. Alec 
Waugh, whose novel, ·"' The Loom of Youth,'' is a scathing 
exposure of m?dern public ·school life, makes his hero to say : 
"Masters try to make you imitate, and not think for yourself. 
Mould your La.tin verses on \i irgil, your Greek prose on Thucy~ 
dides., your English on Matthew Arnold, but don'~ think for 
yourself. Don't be original." On the ot.her hand, all public 

. elementary schools are governed by the '' Code.'' Teachers, it 
1s true, may somet-imes defy the code, but they may not· do so 
with impunity; it is the business of the school inspector to see 
that it is rigorously abided by. 

. ,_ And there · are those-it is fashionab~e to , style them 
" educational reformers. "-who would have one machine instead 
of two. They want a .-. highway '' from the elementary scho.ol 
to the university, which highway will in the end turn out. to be a 
very narrow pathway after all, and which" few will walk therein;" 

. (It really seems as if our quondam friend Centralisat.ion was 
adopting a fresh disguise.) Is it seriously proposed to open th0 
universities-as once they were open-to aU comers·? Not a bit 
of it ! Certain children are to be selected-not ' at all on account 
o:f their originality of mind or their powers of perception, but 
because_ their brains are more sponge-like-to enjoy the advantages 
of a " higher education." Why, the thing is merely a sop throvvu 
to Demos. Thrown by those whose manifest interest. it is that the 

_·present unwholesome condition of things shall continue I 
And behind it all is the tyrant compulsion. Why, if education, 

i.e., instruction, be a gOQd thing, is it necessary to comp.31 it? If 
my child does not want ' to learn how to read and write-both 
artificial acquireclent-s-why shouJd it be compelled to do so? 
As I ask the _questjon, there rises to my mind . in answ'er : the 
' ' Markets of the World. '-' . 

(In parenthesis_, be it, remarked _that the writer· has one test . 
by whicih he judges any proposal that may be made: fa ' its 
application to be voluntary, or is it to be enforced? It is ·a. test 
that has not failed him yet.) , 

Our c?mrade and ally, Francisco Ferrer, foun~ed his," Modern 
School " in that least free of all countriei:;, Spain. The' children 
who gathered to his school were taught to distinguish between 
knowledge and 8.uperstition; a weapon was. put into their hands 
with which they might- batter down the obsolete and tyrannous. 
dogmas of the Roman Church; they were t aught to honour their 
own bodies and to survey . the wonders · of the tmiverse w:ifa 
intelligent e.:ies and minds,. 0£ bii:; intentions he h imself said: . 
"I am not a SP.·eaker, not a propagandist, not a fighter . · I am 
a teacher: . I love children above everything. I th ink I understand 
them. I want my contribution to the cause o:fi llilbie.rty to be a 
.JOUng generation ready to meet a new era." 

· Many years .ago, 1n Russia, Tolstoy, opened a; &cho-ol. T·he 
1children assembled at an early

1 

hour in the morniing and remained 
-:until the eveµing. He describes the noise 'and confusion that 
:prevailed until the ·teacher began to read to .the sclh:ofars. Then 
-there ·came silence and the most earnest and intense attention. 
The children listened with open eyes and rapt faces tq the story , 
Yet all the time they were free to do what they wanted to do. In 
practice, Tolstoy's theory of education worked peillectly. 

The modern teacher complains of the restrictions and dis.­
abilities itnposed upon him by the "Code." U his· class does 
not reach a uniform level he is cashiered and! ' often ~nough 

·' :r;em<>'.ved from his po&ition. - Headrnastei:_s ~and' teachers · ali,kP. are 
in the 'grip of something which strangulates. their best efforts. 
Eventually their profession- ~ecomes to them :not the art of 

· teaching, bu_t an affair o.f bread and butter._ WhQ will C.are throw 
·a stone at them? " ·~ 

.. Some f~w of us .are greatly concerned abdut. the entrance of 
' inilitarism into the'" State " ' Schools. A ' school mistress. at 
Sheffield discovered a new game, which she proceeded to te·ach 

r to the infan-ts under he_r ch.arne ; sh~ called it '' Killing Germans ~ '' 
The pacifist par,ents of . a boy were greatly distre~sed because 
their spn~a, lad o.f :fi£teen'--;-was induced Po join a training corps 

: attac4ed. to tlie 'schoo~ lie ·was attending. And in another instance 
it has been only the earnest entreaties of his mother 'th.at kept 
'her son out oi the Boy Scout .movement, into whiQih he was being 
literally compelled by his sc.hoolfellows and teachers. Yet the 
te~ch-ipg of militarism 'fu 'the schools is .. an inevitable thing~ despite 
:all Mr., Fisher's amendments _ an~ promises. : _There are }e--iv boys 
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(in comparison) heroic enough to stand out agai?st. it. We -can 
hi;l.rdly . expect ; our childre.n to be . more couragequs :tha~ we_ a.re. 
And there is always the argument that because my boy is willmg . 
to learn soldiering, your boy must b'e compelled to be willing. 

I ·would quote our friend Ferrer again: ,/ ' vVe can destroy," 
.he'· ·says, · " :.all which in .the · present school . answers to the 
·organisation· '6f . constraint, the artificial surroundings hy which 
. children are separated from nature and li~e, the intel~ectua;l and 
·moral discipline .made use of to impose ready~made ideas upon 
them, beliefs which deprave arid annihilate natural bent. Wit:2-
out fear of deceiving ourselves, we can restore the . child to the 
environment of nature in which he will be in contact with all 
tha.t he loves, and in which impressions of life will replae10 
fastidious booklearning. · H we did ·no more .than that., we should . -
already have prepared in great part the deliverance of the child.'' 

These words, spoken by a man who practised what he 
·preached, are a veritable inspiration to. us. " ,We can destroy I " 
" How?" asks the impatient reader. By first des.troying in 
ourselves· the idols we have served so long, and afterwards.· by 
attacking them .in the world which lies outside us. We ought not 
to be primarily concerned with ~chemes and plans ; the work we 
are called t,o is the work of destruction. Get in with your thinking 
and your speaking and your writing at the , idea of compulsion. 
Nothing can be good for anyone tha:t; he or she is compelled to do. 
Even though the '' Markets of the World '' should totter on their 
foundations; though '' Commercial Supremacy '' should fall in 
ruined fragments round our heads; though " Empire " should 
become a shame and a reproach to us, we must keep on. l£ 
those things-and really they are only the semblances of thing's 
-will not stand the touch of ·Liberty, then for us they are only 

. deceit and lies, and all falseness. 
I have, read s01:newhere of a race o.f savages who bind the 

·heads of their babies. It would appear that our educa.tional 
authorities are their lineal descendants. And when we see clearly 
for what purpose all this is intended-that the commodities pro­
duced by the labours of the many may be controlled and enjoyed 
by the few-we shall wield our weapons with no tardy hand. 

· ' ' Lay spears ~bout the running ox ! . 
The days of old are o'er. ' ' JORN WAKEMAN. 
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